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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
34th District Court Judge David Parrott, at right, swore in the new Van Buren Township Board of Trustees on Friday afternoon. From left are Trustee Paul White, Trustee Kevin 
Miller, Trustee Sherry Frazier, Trustee Reggie Miller, Deputy Treasurer Sean Bellingham, Treasurer Sharry Budd, Clerk Leon Wright, Supervisor Kevin McNamara, and Deputy 
Clerk Joanne Montgomery. A large crowd was present for the swearing-in ceremony and a reception at round tables set up with flowers across the hall. Besides township employees 
and representatives of the City of Belleville, were Congresswoman Debbie Dingell, Wayne County Commissioner Al Haidous, 34th District Court Chief Judge Tina Brooks Green, 
WCCC Western Campus President and president of the Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce Michael Dotson, president of the Belleville Area Council for the Arts Mendie Russell, 
family members and supporters. The event and special paper programs were by the Law Office of Barbara Rogalle Miller.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Lamar Rawsean Middlebrooks, 36, and 
co-defendant Deangelo Luther Vanover, 
33, each were charged with breaking and 
entering a building with intent, possession 
of burglar’s tools, and larceny in a building 
on Oct. 20 in the city of Belleville.
   They waived their preliminary exams on 
Nov. 2 at 34th District Court before Judge 
Brian A. Oakley and he bound them over to 
the Frank Murphy Hall of Justice on Nov. 
16 for an arraignment on the information. 

Court Watching:

Judge Oakley binds over two for B&E in city of Belleville Oct. 20
Belleville Officer Craig Lewis is the officer 
in charge of the case.
   Belleville Police Chief Hal Berriman 
said a citizen saw two men removing items 
from a vacant house at 133 Wabash and 
called police. Officer Jeff Wickham was 
dispatched to the scene and stopped the 
two defendants who were leaving the scene 
with a hot water tank and boiler worth over 
$5,000 in their van. The two, from Dearborn 
Heights, had the address on a cell phone in 
their possession, so they knew where they 
were going, Chief Berriman said. They 

also had cutting tools and a big wrench. 
Officer Trombley, who was off duty, and 
VBT officers assisted.
   When they got to circuit court for their 
arraignments on the information before 
Circuit Court Judge David A. Groner, a 
plea deal was arranged. They both pled 
guilty to breaking and entering of a building 
with intent and the other two charges were 
dismissed.
   The two were referred to probation for 
pre-sentencing reports. Judge Groner 
is due to sentence them on Dec. 13. The 
B&E charge could bring up to 10 years in 
prison.

Dayshawnna Shani Logan
Shantika Shanese Shahid

   Co-defendants Dayshawnna Shani 
Logan, 22, and Shantika Shanese Shahid, 

24, waived their preliminary exam before 
Judge Oakley on Nov. 2 on charges of false 
pretenses, more than $1,000 but less than 
$20,000 that allegedly occurred on Oct. 15 
in Van Buren Township.
   Logan is scheduled to have her arraignment 
on the information on Nov. 16 at the Frank 
Murphy Hall of Justice. Her attorney said 
she had a driving while license suspended 
charge in another court that same day, but 
Judge Oakley said the felony charge would 
supercede that lesser charge. Logan is free 
after posting her bond of $20,000/10%. 
She was arraigned at circuit court and a 
disposition conference is set for Nov. 28 
before Judge James Chylinski.
   Shahid was lodged in the Wayne County 
Jail on $10,000/10% bond. Shahid, 
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BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

« CHIMNEYS BUILT -
     REPAIRED & CLEANED

« SCREENS INSTALLED

« TUCK POINTING

« ROOFING & GUTTERS

« RESIDENTIAL

« COMMERCIAL

« VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

60 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
Open 7 Days 6am – 10pm • (734) 697-3033

SAM’S PLACE
FAMILY DINING

BAI

• Try Our Delicious Homemade Stir Frys,
   Greek Salads, Stuffed Cabbage,
   Perogies & Other Polish Combos
• All You Can Eat Fish  – $9.99 Everyday
• Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

BAI

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person
Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 

Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 12/30/2016

$5 OFF
From 11am – 10pm Everyday
Any Purchase of $25 or More
Dine-in only. With coupon. Not valid with 

any other offer. One coupon per visit. One 
coupon per table. Expires 12/30/2016

10% OFF
Minimum $4.50 Purchase

Entire
Bill

BAI

Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may 
not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 12/30/2016

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person

BAI

Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 
Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 12/30/2016

Advertise Today!
Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE!
Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych Today! 734-699-9020

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass
Motorcycle

& Watercraft
734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

James Chudzinski
Owner
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

See
us
on TRAINED

575 Sumpter Road
Belleville, MI 48111

Leasing Phone: 734-699-8676
Join Our Waitlist: 1-800-593-3052
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00am-Noon

TTD Phone: 1-800-348-7011

Email: seniorhousing@csi.coop
Website: www.csi.coop

“Camaraderie and serenity of mind make ours a happy home!”

Quality, Non-profit Housing for Seniors 62+

Belleville

Belleville Co-Op Apts.

is 100% Smoke Free

TREE SERVICE, INC.

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD*

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com
*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE.

Quality Home
Maintenance Service

Belleville, MI 48111

Licensed
Insured www.AQHMS.com

Rick Smith
Electrician

Builder
734-968-4509

Kitchens & Baths • Interior & Exterior Painting • Additions
Basements • Decks • Docks • Concrete

FLOORING!  Tile, Ceramic, Carpet, Laminate, Hardwood
29 YEARS

EXPERIENCE
SCHEDULE NOW
Get 10% Off Indoor Work

During Fall Months!

Enroll in Our Fall Program

Belleville 
Child Care

For children ages 22 to 12 years.
We offer:
   Pre-School
   2 Directors
  We Accept DHS
  No Registration Fee

40 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.
Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

734-697-4523
41505 S. I-94 Service Drive
Belleville, Michigan 48111

The Belleville Independent is a drop 
off location for the U.S. Marine Corps 
Toys for Tots Program. Bring in your 
new, unwrapped toy to our office at:  
152 Main St., Suite 9, Belleville, MI

We are located in the Professional Building (the old movie 
theater building) across from Mr. Goofy’s Car Wash.
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Photo courtesy of Tim Pranger
A dozen students graduated from Police Reserve Officer Training at Schoolcraft College 
on Nov. 14. Of the 12, six were officers from the Belleville Police Department: Jason 
Bies, James Frazier, James Piper, Donald Pranger, William Quan, and James Smith, IV. 
Three were from Northville Township PD, two from Southgate PD, and one from Dundee 
PD. Belleville Reserve Officer Frazier won the Leadership Award and the Firearms 
Award. Belleville Officer James Piper won the Code of Ethics award. Former Van Buren 
Township Public Safety Director Gerald Champagne serves as the associate dean of 
Public Safety Education at Schoolcraft.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Belleville Area District Library 
decided to hire a Construction Manager as 
Constructor and to get architect Dan Whisler 
to put together a Request for Proposals for 
the position.
   This was at the regular meeting of the 
board on Nov. 15.
   Steps were taken to immediately move 
toward construction after the board 
expressed its absolute ecstasy over seeing 
voters approve its two proposals on Nov. 8 
giving the new library the approvals needed 
to go forward.
   “This is a big deal,” said board president 
Sharon Peters, referring to voting to hire a 
Construction Manager as Constructor over 
other options.
   “It’s a big help for our staff,” said vice 
president Joy Cichewicz, noting the library 
staff won’t have to be making day-to-day 
construction decisions.
   “Our staff still is running a library,” Peters 
said.
   Whisler said he will bring as much 
leadership to the project as the board likes.
   Whisler said it was important to get a 
topographic and boundary survey of the 
library site and surrounding parcels done 
as soon as possible for the city’s site plan 
approval process and building design and 
planning needs.
   He said his architectural firm, Daniels 
and Zermack, will be starting on the final 
drawings of the project and any changes the 
board likes can be put into the final plans.
   The board confirmed its bond financial 
advisers for bond sales and bond 
investment/asset management, as well as 
the bond attorney. The library’s attorney 
John Day will do contract reviews and land 
acquisition consulting.
   They also will develop and finalize an 
Owner-Architect Agreement with Daniels 
and Zermack.
   Whisler recommended environmental 
assessment studies of vacant or occupied 
parcels to be acquired. He said this is due 
diligence and part of the process.
   There was a total of 15 recommendations 
from Whisler and the building committee 
will meet and consider options and decisions 
to send on to the full board.
   Library board member John Juriga said 
he would like to see the general contractor 
get as many local contractors are possible 
to work on the construction, such as 
Davenport Brothers of Belleville.
   Whisler said you get a lump sum of cost 
from the general contractor and don’t know 
who all has been included. He said if local 
workers are a priority for the library board 
it would have to have written guidelines on 

District Library Board takes primary 
steps to get the new library built

who is considered local.
   Juriga said it would be those in the 48111 
zip code.
   “It has to be defined,” Whisler said, 
adding, “Do they live there? One of their 
employees lives there? Within 5%, maybe, 
award higher bid to local contractor?
   “It has to be thought through and spelled 
out,” Whisler said.
   The board discussed getting with Sumpter 
Township officials to see how long Sumpter 
needs to occupy the DPW building that is 
planned to be used for the Sumpter South 
Satellite Media Center. Also, they need to 
check with the owner of the house next 
door to see when that could be available. 
Originally, it was between March and May, 
but it could be sooner because she has been 
having heating problems.
   They discussed temporary parking for 
employees during construction. Whisler 
said they will get down to the real minutiae 
during the design phase, with changes to 
what was first suggested.
   “And now that it’s a real project that’s 
funded, maybe DTE will talk to us about 
moving the overhead wires,” Whisler said.
   He said the library should get its 
construction manager by the end of the year. 
When asked by the board, what size project 
this would be considered, he said it’s about 
$10 million, a “medium-sized project.”
   Whisler said the majority of the decisions 
will be by the full board and the building 
committee might meet weekly during the 
life of the project and do the heavy lifting.
   Joy Cichewicz said it is important to tie up 
the agreement with the City of Belleville, 
make an agreement on maintenance of 
the satellite with Sumpter, and to contact 
the owner of the building next door that is 
being sold to the library.
   When Library Director Mary Jo Suchy 
asked when they could break ground, 
Whisler said it would be from 10 to 12 
months. And, then it would take from 18 to 
24 months to build, he said.
   Whisler said they have to ask the city when 
it is reasonable to close Fourth Street so the 
contractor can use it for a staging area. He 
said they will have several meetings with 
the city before they get to formal submission 
of the preliminary site plan.
   Mary Jane Dawson, chairman of the 
marketing committee, read a prepared 
statement thanking everyone who helped 
pass the library proposals and giving a 
history of the district library. She made a 
motion that when the ground is broken a list 
of board members from the beginning will 
take part in “digging the dirt and cutting the 
ribbon.” Juriga seconded the motion and 
the board passed it unanimously.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   A public hearing has been set for the Jan. 
25 meeting of the Van Buren Township 
Planning Commission to seek input on 
the Belleville Lake Lakeshore ordinance 
amendments.
   At its regular meeting Nov. 9, the 
planning commission listened to a 
presentation by Will Hawley, an attorney 
who lives in Mission Pointe, on the changes 
recommended to the ordinance. Hawley 
had vehemently opposed the previous 
amendments presented in two meetings 
last February and was signing people up to 
sue the township.
   The township staff made a list of 77 things 
the residents thought was wrong with the 
document. A public hearing was set in 
March, but a big snowstorm cancelled the 
meeting.
   At the recommendation of the township 
staff, the ordinance amendments were sent 
back to the township staff to work with the 
residents. They set up a group of lakeside 
residents, including Hawley, to help 
make the ordinance something they could 
support.
   Ron Akers, director of the VBT Planning 
and Economic Development Department, 
said the work group had from 15 to 20 
residents who have worked diligently with 
the township staff for six months.
   Hawley said over the last six months the 
group has met at least a half dozen times 
for three hours or so each time.
   He said the amendments now dovetail with 
the Michigan Department of Environmental 
Quality requirements. He gave the example 
of a 4’ wide dock requirement. They have 
taken that out of the township ordinance 

Planners set public hearing Jan. 25 
on VBT Lakeshore Ordinance

and now someone wishing to have a wider 
dock must pay $500 to the MDEQ and 
show “minimal impact.” It would all be 
through the MDEQ.
   He said a proper grandfathering clause 
was put in place.
   Hawley said Director Akers and Deputy 
Director Matthew Best were a tremendous 
help to the committee.
   Hawley said the new wording is clarified 
for people selling property and it should 
improve properties in the community.
   “I think the commission should 
recommend it,” Hawley said. “It’s time to 
put this issue to bed. I will lobby for it.”
   “We spent a lot of evenings doing a 
lot of work,” Akers said, noting that two 
ordinances were in the commissioners’ 
packets: one a zoning ordinance that 
covered installation of structures and one a 
general ordinance.
   “The planning commission doesn’t 
usually review general ordinances, but 
we want to show how it works together,” 
Akers said. “The use of the gapland is 
granting exclusive use and enjoyment of 
the property … the township owns it … 
but the ordinance would allow exclusive 
use of the property that abuts a resident’s 
property.”
   He said there was a question: “Why 
not just sell the shoreline to the property 
owners?”
   He said because of the dam, the Federal 
Energy Regulatory Commission decrees 
you can’t sell property within 75’ of the 
lake. He said property owners will maintain 
safely the lake property for erosion, 
vegetation, and all structures.
   Akers said the grandfathering provision 



Page 4� Belleville Area Independent/November 24, 2016November 24, 2016/Belleville Area Independent� Page 5

O  P  I  N  I  O  N  S
EXTRA THINGS I KNOW       ...By Rosemary K. Otzman

152 Main St., Suite 9, 
Belleville, MI  48111
734-699-9020

FAX 734-699-8962
Established Dec. 3, 1994          First Edition Jan. 5, 1995

The Belleville-Area Independent is a free, weekly newspaper 
published each Thursday in Belleville, MI.

Editor: Rosemary K. Otzman
Home phone (no ads, please!): 697-8290

Advertising Manager: Bob Mytych
Sports Editor: Bob Mytych

Bookkeeper: James Otzman
Production Manager: James Otzman

Office Manager: Janet Millard
Business Manager: Gerald McKelvey

Editorial Cartoonist: Bob Mytych

Belleville Area Independent™ is a Trademark and
is registered with the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office, Reg. No. 3,751,670
Belleville Area Independent Holding Company, LLC

(Michigan Limited Liability Company)

The Independent is owned and operated by 
a Michigan Limited Liability Company made up of 

members of this community.

Member: Michigan Press Association

Entire contents of this paper is 
Copyrighted © 2016 - All rights reserved.

This paper is available free at sites throughout the 
community. To get the Independent delivered by 
mail, cost is $30 per year for postage, Outside of 
Michigan - $35 per year, outside of the USA - call.
Also available free to download on our website.

Deadline for news & ads is Noon of every Monday. 
Deadline for ads 1/2 page or smaller is Noon Monday, 

and all advertising larger than 1/2 page is Noon 
Friday, with the exception of certain holiday weeks. 

Classified ad deadline is Noon of every Tuesday.

www.bellevilleareaindependent.com
mail@bellevilleareaindependent.com

Editorial

Thanksgiving gives 
us opportunity to 
appreciate our lives
   Thanksgiving Day, whether it’s with our 
family in a cordial crowd or sitting alone 
in front of the television with a warmed-up 
frozen dinner in our laps, is a special time 
that leads us to contemplate our blessings.
   We all can have gratitude for positive 
things in our personal lives, but through 
out the tri-community there have been lots 
of smiling and back slapping after voters 
passed lots of millages.
   The library board is delighted it got the 
right size library in the right place that the 
voters would approve. They are moving 
forward to build the library in Belleville 
and outfit the satellite in Sumpter.
   The Van Buren Township Public Safety 
Department is very pleased that voters 
decided they didn’t have to depend on 
landfill royalties to fund public safety. 
They won’t be getting anything extra, but 
the township board will have to spend 
the whole 6.5 mills on public safety. Of 
course the board gets the 2.5 mills it used 
to allocate to public safety, so we’ll all be 
watching to see if they spend it wisely.
   The Van Buren Public Schools got its 
non-homestead millage passed, a big 
relief, and also will be getting more than 
$300 per pupil through the RESA millage 
that passed.
   It’s hard to believe voters passed all those 
millages, but they did. And, we’ve got 
some new elected and appointed officials 
to watch. We’re thankful.

   The Canadian Pacific Holiday Train is 
scheduled to come through Belleville on 
Wednesday, Nov. 30, following a 4:30 
p.m. performance in Windsor. This is the 
18th year of the CP Holiday Train that is 
brightly decorated. It will come down the 
tracks that cross Savage Road and South 
Street in the City of Belleville, heading 
toward Chicago. We have lots of train buffs 
who look for that train each year.

***
   On Friday, a sign truck and two workers 
were in downtown Belleville removing the 
paintings loaned to Belleville by the Detroit 
Institute of Arts. We’ll miss them.

***
   I received the following email last week:
   “I was on southbound Sumpter just 
south of Hull 6 PM Tuesday 15th 
2 deer crossed west to east I missed the first 
one the second hit the side of my minivan 
but continued across. I know folks hunt in 
there if you know the landowners please 
relay there’s an injured deer I believe 
it was a younger buck. My van wasn’t 
damaged too bad the sliding door is dented 
the passenger door looks alright but creaks 
when opened. 2015 Going to get it fixed.”

***
   Early Friday morning, while sitting at 
home with my cup of coffee, I heard a 
report on the police scanner of a motorist’s 
report of a deer lying in the roadway with 
a lot of auto parts. I don’t know where this 
was.
   On Thursday when we were out 
delivering papers early in the morning it 
was very, very foggy. I was worried about 
deer in Sumpter because we’ve seen them 
crossing the rural roadways many times in 

the past. But we were very fortunate and 
didn’t see a one.
   Recently, I was driving to a meeting in 
the City of Belleville just before 7 p.m. It 
was dark. I was near Savage Elementary 
School when suddenly there was a deer 
next to my passenger side windshield – 
and then he was gone and there was not a 
second deer, as there sometimes is. Close 
call for us both.

***
   A reader, who is a city resident, called to 
say that her son put her bags of leaves in 
the garage until pick-up day to keep them 
dry. He then put them in his truck, carried 
them to the curb, and lined them up for 
pick up. She said that would explain what 
we saw on newspaper delivery day that 
was reported in this column. She said it 
was early Thursday morning.
   But, it wasn’t her. She told me where she 
lived and that wasn’t where the bags were 
being lined up from a pick up truck – around 
4 p.m. on a Wednesday. What we saw was 
in front of an apartment building with no 
trees on the property. Still a mystery.

***
   In her written report to the Belleville 
Area District Library Board on Nov. 15, 
Library Director Mary Jo Suchy described 
how she worked on finding the leaks in the 
roof of the present library: “Michelle and I 
attempted some caulking on the clerestory 
part of the roof. We may have solved the 
leak over the internet, but we are waiting 

for a few more rains before we declare 
victory. The mystery leak over the octagon, 
however, remains a mystery.”
   Board member Mary Jane Dawson referred 
to the “leak over the internet” comment, 
asking if that was Wikileaks. Actually, 
Suchy meant the leak 
onto the computers the 
public uses to access the 
internet, but everyone 
got a good chuckle out 
of that.
   But, board members 
voiced concern over 
their library director 
walking around on the roof. Director Suchy 
said they might have to redo the roof since 
the new library is several years away. She 
said keeping the inside of the library dry 
may cost about $10,000.

***
   A reader told me she heard Kroger was 
coming to the corner of Hull and Sumpter 
roads, as had been proposed in the past. 
She said they cut down the cornfield, there 
is activity on that corner, and a surveying 
crew is at work.
   I asked VBT Director of Planning and 
Economic Development Ron Akers and 
he said the corner is zoned commercial, 
but not the rest of that cornfield, so they 
would have to come to the township for 
rezoning. He said there is sewer and water 
there, so it is possible, but there have been 
no requests, so far.
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LettersColumbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Anais Nin

"Life shrinks or expands in
proportion to one's courage."
“We can’t solve problems by using the 

same kind of thinking we used when we 
created them.”

-- Albert Einstein 

“Accept the challenges so that you can 
feel the exhilaration of victory.”

— George S. Patton

Pleasing You, Pleases Us

734-325-7799
Members & Qualified Guests

Belleville Family Center # 934
45476 Harris Road
Belleville, MI 48111
bellevillemoose.com

moose934@yahoo.com

Weekday & Weekend Rates

Bartending Service Provided -
Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff!

Free Wi-Fi Hotspot!

Loyal Order of Moose • Women of the Moose • Moose Legion

The Family Fraternity

“When they discover the center of the 
universe, a lot of people will be

disappointed to discover they are not it.”
– Bernard Bailey

Jesse Marcotte
just the right person
To the Editor,
   With delight I read of the appointment 
of Jesse Marcotte to the Belleville City 
Council.
   One weekend early this summer friends 
from various parts of Michigan as well as 
Arizona and Maine came to my home. One 
of the ladies cannot climb into a boat, so I 
was going to forgo showing off Belleville 
Lake. No rides to feel the cool breeze off 
the lake or to admire the beauty of the 
trees. No chance to see the wake boarders 
or skiers show their talents.
   Then Jesse to the rescue. He piloted his 
pontoon boat up to the city dock so my 
friend could use her wheelchair. It did not 
fit through the opening so Jesse patiently 
waited while we got her scooter. And 
waited while the rest of us got organized 
and went back to the cars for the things we 
had forgotten – cameras, sunscreen …
   Then he spent as long as we wanted, 
speeding up when we wanted to cool off 
and slowing down when we needed a better 
look. All the time smiling and chatting with 
us.
   He used a precious summer vacation day 
to show us a good time. 
   I wanted to show off Belleville Lake to 
my friends. Jesse helped me do that.
   But what my friends remembered was 
the very kind man. Just the right person 
to represent Belleville.

Kathleen J. Walsh
Jack Ridenour
Van Buren Township

Scout Troop 231 picked 
up my leaves
To the Editor,
   My name is George Roman. I live at 354 
E. Huron River Drive. I am a Navy veteran 
of World War II and am 91 years old. I don’t 
have a big tree in my back yard, but on each 
side there are trees. Thank goodness there 
is Scout Troop 231 that came and picked 
up all my leaves – over 20 bags. They earn 
my thanks again. Is there a merit badge?
George Roman
Belleville

Editor’s Note: Troop 231 meets at Trinity 
Episcopal Church.

Giant THANK YOU to 
library supporters
To the Editor,
   The Board, staff and entire Belleville 
Area District Library family expresses its 
gratitude to the tri-community of Belleville, 
Sumpter and Van Buren Townships for 
supporting the new library proposals on the 
Nov. 8th ballot.
   Actual building is still many months off, as 
we are busy now with the many details that 
could not be addressed until after the vote 
of the people. We will keep the community 
posted on the project as it develops, but for 
now, a giant THANK YOU to all!
 
Sharon C. Peters
Belleville Area District Library Board 
Chair

Sumpter Fire Fighters 
thank all who helped
To the Editor, 
   Sumpter Firefighters would like to thank 
those that participated in Trunk or Treating 
at Sumpter Fire Station #1. Everyone’s 
trunks looked awesome and volunteers 
gave out hot dogs with a smile.
   Much appreciation to Five Star Deli and 
the Pumpkin Factory for donating candy 
bars and delicious doughnuts.
   Also, the Sumpter Township Board of 
Trustees for their support, and Sumpter 
Police Department for checking candy to 
keep our treaters safe.
Sincerely,
Maryann Watson
Halloween Chairperson

Join Democrats for 
holiday party Dec. 2
To the Editor, 
   This is an open invitation to our annual 
Southwestern Wayne Democratic Club 
Holiday Party on Friday, Dec. 2. Come 
join us for our cocktails and social hour at 
6 p.m. and dinner by Deb’s Catering served 
at 7 p.m.
   Tickets are $25 single and $45 per couple 
which includes dinner, door prize ticket, 
beer and wine and silent auction. The 
event will be held at UAW Local 898, 8975 
Textile Road, west of Rawsonville Road in 
Ypsilanti. We will have basket raffles and 
50/50 raffle prizes throughout the evening.
   We would like to encourage donations of 
a toy or cans of food for charity even if not 
attending.
   Tickets are available at the door or you 
can purchase by calling (313) 605-9727 or 
from any board member.
   We wish you a Happy Holiday and a 
Blessed New Year,

Southwestern Wayne Democratic Club 
Executive Board
(Serving the City of Belleville, the 
Townships of Huron, Sumpter and Van 
Buren)
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Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 6:30pm • Children and Teens - 6:30pm
                         Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:15pm (Fall through Spring)
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

WE’RE A/C & TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS!

OPEN ARMS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & DAYCARE

7865 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 699-5000

9 a.m. Adult Bible Class  10 a.m. Worship
www.openarmscenter.com

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

(734) 699-3185

409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 697-1211

▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
stanthonybelleville.weconnect.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

“Real Estate with Real Service”

More Letters

FREE ESTIMATES! 697-1777
Call Charles "Toby" Leis - anytime

Licensed Master Plumber
#81-10257 "Insured"

Certified Back Flow Cross
Connection Inspector
& Testing

C.A.L. Plumbing & Heating
"Quality and Service you can depend on"

Roofing & Repairs • Insulation
Serving Belleville and Surrounding Areas.

(734) 753-4905
(734) 502-3383  (734) 250-1968

"Three
Generations
of Roofing"

Licensed and Insured
Since 1966

ROOFING

MarKen, Inc.

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
870 Savage Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

(734) 699-6700
Worship Sunday: 10:30 a.m.  Wed. Family Night: 7-8:15 p.m.
Boys & Girls Ministries, Youth, College & Career, and Seniors Ministry. 

Visit rol-ag.com

CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Bob Putnam

Sunday Worship: 11:00 a.m. • Wednesday Bible Study: 6:00 p.m.
HIS PLACE CHURCH
Pastor Charles Turnbill

Sunday Service: 6:00 p.m. • Friday Service: 6:00 p.m.
712 E. Grand Blvd., Ypsilanti, MI 48198

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

JOIN US FOR OUR DINE-TO-DONATE EVENT NOV. 20
11AM – 9PM AT HAAB’S RESTAURANT IN YPSILANTI

You can have confidence with CS&R
Proudly Providing Quality Service Since 1992

Judges say our briefs are the “best they have read” 

“Helping you to get a fresh start today!”

CS & R DIVORCE & DISABILITY    734-425-1074
28473 WARREN ROAD, GARDEN CITY, MI 48135 (located in the MERCEDES PLAZA)

WEBSITE:  www.GetitDoneWithoutLawyers.com

Save up to 80%
DIVORCE (starting at $75)
SSI & DISABILITY CASES

*   GUARDIANSHIP   *   QDRO - QUALIFIED DOMESTIC RELATION ORDER
*   TEMPORARY CUSTODY ORDERS  *   POWER OF ATTORNEY / WILLS
*   PARENTING TIME MOTIONS  *   PROBATE / INHERITANCE
*   CHILD SUPPORT MOTIONS  *   QUIT CLAIM DEEDS 
*   ELMINATE BACK CHILD SUPPORT *   Find MISSING PERSONS/SPOUSE
*   LEGAL CASE BRIEFS

Pastor Bob Lafferty
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville

734-345-9053
Sunday Morning Service 10:30    Wednesday Bible Study 6:30

Friday Youth Night 6:30
http://www.bellevillelighthousechurch.org

BELLEVILLE LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH

State Farm®
“Full Time Excellent Service Since 1998”

WEBSITE: FrontPageMichigan.com

Thinking About Selling? Call Us Today!
Find out what your home is worth.

FREE Market Analysis!

Verzell & Kim Page, “The Real Estate Pages”

FRONT PAGE PROPERTIES

DIRECT PHONE:
734-494-0636

St. Jude’s Novena 
answered my prayer
To the Editor,
   If you say this prayer nine times a day, by the eighth 
day your prayer will be answered. It has never been 
known to fail. Publication must be promised when 
you receive what you’ve been asking for.

St. Jude’s Novena
   May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, glorified, 
loved, and preserved throughout the world now and 
forever. Sacred Heart of Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, 
worker of miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, keeper of the 
hopeless, pray for us.
   This is a “thank you” to St. Jude for answering my 
novena that I made to him. God bless.
S.A.F., Resident, City of Belleville
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(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager   Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

Ypsilanti
(734) 482-6000
Sumpter Twp.

(734) 699-6000
www.janowiakfuneralhome.com

Simplified Cremation
$1,695

Includes arrangement conference, 
local transportation, crematory, 

cremation container, website 
obituary and video tribute.

Does not include medical examiner
cremation fee, taxes, or 

certified death certificates.

Let Us Help.

Higgerson & Neal Are Funeral Prearrangements Transferable? 
YES! 

AT HIGGERSON & NEAL FUNERAL HOME 
WE HONOR ALL EXISTING PRE ARRANGEMENTS 

WITH OTHER FUNERAL HOMES. 
ONLY YOUR SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED TO TRANSFER 

AND WE HANDLE THE REST. 
GIVE US A CALL 

209 Main St., Belleville, Michigan 48111 

734-697-9400 

Funeral Home 
Continuing an 84 year Belleville 

Tradition Since 1932 
James L. Higgerson, Manager 

Beverly E. Neal, Director 
 

Are Funeral Prearrangements
Transferable?

YES!
AT HIGGERSON & NEAL

FUNERAL HOME WE HONOR 
ALL EXISTING

PREARRANGEMENTS WITH 
OTHER FUNERAL HOMES. 
ONLY YOUR SIGNATURE IS 

REQUIRED TO TRANSFER AND 
WE HANDLE THE REST.

GIVE US A CALL
209 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111

734-697-9400

Higgerson & Neal Are Funeral Prearrangements Transferable? 
YES! 

AT HIGGERSON & NEAL FUNERAL HOME 
WE HONOR ALL EXISTING PRE ARRANGEMENTS 

WITH OTHER FUNERAL HOMES. 
ONLY YOUR SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED TO TRANSFER 

AND WE HANDLE THE REST. 
GIVE US A CALL 

209 Main St., Belleville, Michigan 48111 

734-697-9400 

Funeral Home 
Continuing an 84 year Belleville 

Tradition Since 1932 
James L. Higgerson, Manager 

Beverly E. Neal, Director 
 

More Obituaries
on page 8

LINDA LEE KENNEDY
Linda L. Kennedy, age 68, of Belleville, 
November 19, 2016. Beloved wife of Louie 
James Kennedy, Jr. Loving mother of Gregory 
(Kristy) Shenton and Terrance (Michelle) 
Shenton. Dearest grandmother of Alexander, 
Andrew and Alaina. She is also survived by her 
sister Shannon (Andrew) Meyer and preceded in 
death by her parents Ellis and Virginia Bulmer.  
Service was Tuesday, November 22, 7 p.m. at 
Michigan Memorial Funeral Home (next to 
Michigan Memorial Park), 30895 Huron River 
Dr., Huron Twp., (734) 782-2646. Visitation 
was 4-7 p.m. Tuesday. Interment in Michigan 
Memorial Park.
www.mimemorial.com

DOROTHY JEAN MEYERS
(October 12, 1959– November 15, 2016)
Dorothy Jean Meyers of Belleville. Born 
10/12/1959 in Latrobe, Pennsylvania, daughter 
of Mark and Dorothy McCauley, passed away on 
11/15/16. She leaves behind her loving husband 
of 33 years Michael J. Meyers; her two daughters 
Jenniffer and Anna; her 3 grandchildren, Ryley 
(6), Beauden (3), and Destiny (2).
She was the heart of her family. She loved her 
family more than life itself. Her biggest thrill 
in life was watching her grandchildren play and 
grow.
No service will be held, however, there will 
be a Celebration of Life Dinner to honor and 
celebrate her life, at the Belleville Moose on the 
27th of November at 7:30 p.m.

GARY E. AVERY
(January 29, 1944 – November 18, 2016)
Gary E. Avery, age 72, Belleville area resident 
since 1986, passed away Friday, November 18, 
2016 at Cedar Woods, Belleville. He was born 
January 29, 1944 in Wayne, MI, son of the 
late Edmund & June (Vangeeson) Avery.  He 
graduated from Romulus High School.  He 
proudly served his country in the U.S. Air 
Force. He served in the Air National Guard for 
over 20 years and was on their bowling league.
He retired from Ford Motor Company after 30 
years of loyal service at Detroit Metro Airport 
in Air Transportation. He was a member of the 
former Trinity Reformed Church.  He was a 
member of the Belleville Moose Lodge #934 
for many years and loved spending time there 
with friends. He was a former member of the 
Van Buren Eagles, Huron Valley Conservation 
Association, and the Romulus VFW.
Gary is survived by daughter Mary Ellen Avery 
of Indiana; son Ed (Tina) Avery of Sumpter 
Township, MI; three grandchildren Rodney, 
Christina, and Lance Avery; sister Doris (Harry) 
Smith of Georgia; two nephews Jeff & Keith 
Smith; brother-in-law Lee (Wilma) Bechtol of 
Florida; also numerous friends and extended 
family.  He was preceded in death by his wife 
Barbara Ellen (Bechtol) Avery on April 24, 
2006.
Visitation will be 1-8 PM Friday, November 
25, 2016 with a 7:00 PM Loyal Order of the 
Moose Service. Visitation will also be 11 AM 
until 1 PM Saturday, November 26, 2016, all at 
David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron 
River Dr., Belleville, MI   48111 (734)697-
4500.   Funeral service will begin at 1:00 
PM Saturday.  Interment will be in Michigan 
Memorial Park, Flat Rock, MI.
Memorial contributions may be made to Gary’s 
family and would be appreciated.  Please sign 
his on-line guest book and share a story for his 
family to treasure at www.davidcbrownfh.com.

Gary E. Avery
RONALD E. MAZUR
(October 18, 1934 – November 20, 2016)
Ronald Edward Mazur, age 82, of Ypsilanti, 
MI, formerly of Belleville and Monroe, MI, 
passed away Sunday, November 20, 2016 at his 
home.  He was born October 18, 1934 in Detroit, 
MI, son of Edwin & Leona (Johnson) Mazur. 
Ron retired from Republic Tool & Die, Belleville, 
after many years of loyal service in Shipping 
& Receiving. He enjoyed playing baseball and 
hunting and fishing in his younger years. He 
was a former member of the Belleville Moose 
#934. He was an avid golfer and enjoyed being 
outdoors taking care of his lawn and yard. He 
collected coins and eagles.
Ron is survived by his wife of nearly 19 
years, Leona Marie (Block) Mazur; two 
daughters Yvonne Lester of McArthur, Ohio, 
Judith (Darrell) Coleman of Chelsea, MI; 11 
grandchildren; 18 great-grandchildren;  four 
sisters: Kay Woods, Donna Lieto, Diane Tuller 
and Jackie (Dave) DelPiombo; two brothers: 
Dennis (Cindy) Kozlowski and Kenny (Tammy) 
Mazur; also numerous nieces, nephews, extended 
family and friends. He was preceded in death by 
his parents, a daughter Wanda Arquette; three 
sisters: Marcia Kozlowski, Joan Troy, and Dee 
Marsh; also three brothers: Stanley Kozlowski, 
Larry (Sharon) Mazur and John Mazur.
Visitation was 3-8 PM Tuesday, November 22, 
2016 at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. 
Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI   48111-2764 
(734)697-4500.  A Celebration of Life Service 
was at 7 PM Tuesday with St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospice Chaplain officiating.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to St. Joseph Mercy Homecare 
& Hospice, or to the family, and would be 
appreciated. Please sign his on-line guest book 
and share a memory for his family to cherish.

Ronald Edward Mazur
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Obituaries Things to do in the
Belleville area...

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

10% OFF

HOURS
MON.-THURS. 11AM-10PM

FRI. 11AM - 11PM
SAT. 12PM-11PM
SUN. 12PM-10PM

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $10.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $7.25 - $8.00

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

DINE-IN OR CARRY OUT
Chinese & American Food

BUDWEISER BOTTLES - $2.75, WINE AVAILABLE!

CHINA KING COUPON
COUPON EXPIRES DECEMBER 30, 2016

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

A+ Rating with
YOUR HEATING & COOLING FAMILY

For Free Estimates, Call

(313) 381-2800
20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 38 YEARS!

In-Home Service Calls Too!

(734) 697-3206
Bemis Road @ Savage Roads

WE SELL USED
APPLIANCES!
Pick-Up & Delivery

JOE’S APPLIANCES

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole
     “Where Education and the Law Meet”

Call 734-718-8574 152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111

Visit
www.amyeversolelaw.com

JASON E. HUGHES
(December 16, 1974 – November 19, 2016)
Jason Edward Hughes, age 42, life-long 
Belleville resident, passed away Saturday, 
November 19, 2016 at St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospital, Ann Arbor, MI, after complications 
with his heart. He was born December 16, 1974 
in Ypsilanti, MI, son of James David & Cheryl 
Ann (Demski) Hughes.
Jason was a 1993 graduate of Belleville High 
School where he played football.  He loved 
sports and coached football for BHS for many 
years after graduation. He studied at Eastern 
Michigan University. Jason was a supervisor at L 
& W Engineering, Belleville. His daughter was 
the love of his life and he enjoyed supporting 
her in band and gymnastics.
Jason is survived by his ten-year-old daughter 
Hazel Anne Hughes, her mother Melissa, 
his parents James & Cheryl Hughes, two 
brothers James (Audra) Hughes and David 
(Evette) Hughes, five nieces & nephews: 
Jimmy Hughes, Jessica Hughes, Paige Hughes, 
Preslie Hughes and David Wayne Hughes, all 
of Sumpter Township. He is also survived by 
numerous aunts, uncles, cousins and friends.  
He was preceded in death by his grandparents. 
Visitation was 6-8 PM Tuesday and 10 AM-1 
PM Wednesday, November 23, 2016 with a 1 
PM Funeral Service at David C. Brown Funeral 
Home, 460 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI  
48111-2764 (734) 697-4500.
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
wishes of his family and would be appreciated. 
Please sign his on-line guest book and share 
a story for his family to treasure at www.
davidcbrownfh.com .

Jason Edward Hughes

Computer classes 
back at the library
   Computer classes are back at the Belleville 
Area District Library.
   On Dec. 6 at 7 p.m. is “Microsoft Word: 
Basics and Beyond,” for users who have 
some experience with creating documents, 
but would like to learn more. This is a good 
class for those who want to learn how to 
spruce up a basic resume.
   “Computer Basics,” for learners with little 
or no previous experience with computers, 
will be held on Dec. 7 at 10:30 a.m. or 3 
p.m.
   “Intro to the Internet” requires some basic 
mouse and keyboard skills. This class takes 
place Dec. 12 at 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m.
   Registration for classes opened on Nov. 
21. Interested participants must register in 
person at the library and provide a $5 cash 
deposit for each class they plan to attend; 
deposits are returned when you attend the 
class.

   • Wednesday, Nov. 23 – Free program 7-8 
p.m. at the Belleville Area District Library 
for high school and college students. 
“Overcome Exam Panic and Test Stress” 
will be presented by Conrad Welsing. 
This program is designed to help students 
and teachers prepare for exams by using 
relaxation and concentration methods. 
RSVP to (734) 516-5962 or to conrad@
aaiA2.com . Also ran Nov. 16.
   • Thursday, Nov. 24 – Thanksgiving
   • Thursday, Dec. 1 – The Belleville Area 
District Library presents a holiday craft – 
Arm Knitting – at 7 p.m. In this program 
you’ll learn how to knit a chunky cowl or 
scarf without knitting needles! The library 
will provide the yarn for this free program. 
Space is limited; register at the library.
   • Friday, Dec. 2 – Join the Southwestern 
Wayne (County) Democratic Club for its 
annual holiday party at 6 p.m. at the UAW 
Local 898, 8975 Textile Road, Ypsilanti 
(west of Rawsonville Rd.) $25 single/$45 
couple. For tickets or more information, 
call Sharon Curson (313) 605-9727 or 
Debbie Chamberlain, (734) 634-3569.
   • Saturday, Dec. 3 – Belleville Winter 
Fest Parade starts at 6 p.m. at BHS and 
heads to Five Points and then up Main 
Street to the museum. Lighting of the 
Christmas tree on the museum follows the 
parade, as does visits with Santa. Parade 
sponsored by Belleville Area Chamber of 
Commerce. Fireworks at 8 p.m., funded by 
Belleville Yacht Club.
   • Sunday, Dec. 4 – Southern Echo 
performs from 2 to 5 p.m. at September 
Days Senior Center, 46425 Tyler Road, 
Van Buren Township. Free. Information: 
Mike Hoben (734) 260-1170 or Lynette 
Jordan (734) 699-8918.
   • Sunday, Dec. 4 – Advent by Candlelight 
at 6 p.m. at St. Paul Lutheran Church, 
New Boston. Kicking off the advent 
season with an hour-long holiday music 
program featuring Katie Williamson. This 
is a free event and everyone is welcome. 
Refreshments follow in the Activities 
Building, 19109 Craig St., New Boston, 
(734) 753-9048.
   • Thursday, Dec. 8 – “The Soldiers Who 
Didn’t Make it Home For Christmas” will 
be presented at 7 p.m. at the Belleville 
Area District Library as part of its ongoing 
Homegrown Knowledge series. Local 
history experts from the Bring Our Boys 
Home group will share stories of Civil War 
soldiers from the Belleville area who lost 
their lives in the war. Free. Refreshments.
   • Saturday, Dec. 10 – Belleville Area 
Museum Children’s Christmas Ornament 
Workshops and photos with Santa, at noon, 
1 p.m., 2 p.m.
   • Sunday, Dec. 11 – Swift Charities and 
Swift Transportation of New Boston are 
holding their second-annual Christmas 
Dinner for Our Veterans at the Belleville 
Moose Lodge. Proceeds will help fund Pets 
for Vets, Southeast Michigan. Donation: 
$10 for adults, $5 for children 5-10. Menu: 

Turkey, ham and all the trimmings. Doors 
open at 12:30 p.m. Advance tickets at 
Moose, (734) 325-7799, or Denise at Swift, 
(734) 753-2323.
   • Sunday, Dec. 11 – To be announced: 
musical performance from 2 to 5 p.m. at 
September Days Senior Center, 46425 
Tyler Road, Van Buren Township. Free. 
Information: Mike Hoben (734) 260-1170 
or Lynette Jordan (734) 699-8918.
   • Saturday, Dec. 17 – Belleville Area 
Museum Children’s Christmas Ornament 
Workshops and photos with Santa, at noon, 
1 p.m., 2 p.m.
   • Saturday, Dec. 17 – The Belleville 
Community Band’s Christmas Concert 
is at 7:30 p.m. at Belleville First United 
Methodist Church, 417 Charles Street.
   • Sunday, Dec. 18 – To be announced: 
musical performance from 2 to 5 p.m. at 
September Days Senior Center, 46425 
Tyler Road, Van Buren Township. Free. 
Information: Mike Hoben (734) 260-1170 
or Lynette Jordan (734) 699-8918.

   • Wednesday, Jan. 25 – Free Community 
Dinner from 6 to 7 p.m. at Belleville First 
United Methodist Church, 417 Charles 
Street. Get to know your neighbors. 
Everyone welcomed. Info: (734) 697-9288
   • Wednesday, Feb. 22 – Free Community 
Dinner from 6 to 7 p.m. at Belleville First 
United Methodist Church, 417 Charles 
Street. Get to know your neighbors. 
Everyone welcomed. Info: (734) 697-9288
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FREE GIFT When you buy one pair of 
Oakley Sunglasses or  

Prescription Eyeglasses.

*While supplies last. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details.

Dr. Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

*WAC. Certain restrictions apply. Offer ends 11-30-16.

Mohawk
734-513-4108

Joy Road between 
Middlebelt and Inkster

Belleville Manor
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile 
north of I-94

Van Buren Estates
734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 

at the Rawsonville exit

Give Thanks     
       NEW HOME!in a 

Call one of our sales associates today or 
visit our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com

First month rent and 
security deposit 

WAIVED.
Up to a 

$1,000 Value!

Photos courtesy of Hilary Savage
Melvin T. Peters, PhD, read poetry at the Oct. 27 tenth anniversary celebration of the 
African American Literature Book Club at the Belleville Area District Library. The book 
club held its first meeting in October of 2006 and since then has read and discussed at 
least 109 books. Everyone is welcome to attend book club meetings held on the last 
Thursday of each month. Copies of the next book can be found at the library.

Thirty eight past, present, and future members of the book club gathered for food, 
fellowship, and the poetry reading.
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One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

More Letters

EXPRESS TIRE
AND AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

10625 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111  (734) 697-2424
For more savings visit our website @ www.expresstiremi.com!

Ask About Rebates on Select Tires.

We Accept Competitor’s Coupons.

HOURS:
MONDAY – FRIDAY
8 A.M. – 6 P.M.

SATURDAYS
8 A.M. – 2 P.M.

… AND MANY OTHER TIRE BRANDS
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

America’s Tire Since 1900

THE NEXT REVOLUTION IN TIRES

* Full Service Second Amendment Provider
* Veteran Owned and Veteran Operated

* State of The Industry 50 Yard Indoor Range
* Climate Controlled Range

* Concealed Pistol License Courses
* Private Training Lessons

* Veteran, Police/Fire, Discounts
Hours of Operation

Monday - Saturday 10:00 am - 8:00 pm
Sunday 12:00 pm - 5:00 pm

44800 N. I-94 Service Drive
Belleville, MI 48111

734-325-7898
www.trexarmsbelleville.com

 @trexarmsllc

148 W. COLUMBIA AVE.
(734) 699-1800

Like Us
on*Offer expires at end of the 2016 season.

BELLEVILLE A&W RESTAURANT ONLY!

99¢*

CONEYS

Who’s responsible for 
cleaning leaves off st.?
To the Editor:
   This letter is in regards to the leaf situation 
that many of us are now facing.
   I saw a picture in a recent Independent of 
yard bags lined up on the curb of a home 
on E. Huron River Drive. Lots of them.
   So, now we have to buy bags, lots of 
them, to put the leaves in, big rakes to rake 
them, and muscles to get them to the curb.
   I have a question: I have two Maple 
trees on my curb (city property, I’m told). 
The full length of my curb and street are 
covered with leaves. Do I have to clean the 
street? If I don’t, who will? They are on 
the city street, along with my yard. Am I 
responsible for city property?
   I’m a female senior resident, over 70, and 
I don’t think I can manage my yard and 
the street, too. Any suggestions would be 
appreciated.
   My biggest hope is for a good West wind 
to blow all these leaves in the street to the 
Edgemont playground.

Kathy N.
Belleville

Neil Ross wins $400 at 
Sumpter Turkey Shoot
To the Editor, 
   The Sumpter Township Parks & Recreation 
Commission would like to thank everyone 
that came out for our Turkey Shoot. We 
hold the Turkey Shoot every October on 
the first four Sundays.
   We would like to thank everyone that 
came out and helped to make it a success 
along with those that donated items. We 
could not do this without you.
   Neil Ross, pictured, won the $400 gift 
card for the closest shot to the bullseye. To 
win the gift card the shooters sign up and 
once they qualify then they shoot for the 
gift card.  Whoever is the closest shot to the 
bullseye wins.
Sumpter Township Parks and Recreation 
Commission
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(Continued on page 12)

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

We carry a wide variety of the very best:
•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products   •  Hay and Straw
•  Poultry Food   •  Horse and Livestock Feed

LIKE US ON

HOURS:
MON-FRI 9AM-6PM  •  SAT 9AM-5PM

SUN 12PM-4PM

Willis Feed Mill
Deer/Wildlife Feed,

Attractants, Food Plot

PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR NEW LOCATION:
43250 TYLER ROAD!

(1.25 Miles East of Belleville Road)

Greenhouse & FloristGARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

 

 

Email us at miflower@sbcglobal.net
www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

Shop at Your  
Local Certified  

Floral Designers! 
Large selection of Fresh Flowers

BEAUTIFUL
MICHIGAN GLADS

10 STEM BUNCH ONLY
$3.99

ALL PERENNIALS Half Off!

GARDEN FANTASY
10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand
Opening!

$5.00 Off Fresh Flower Purchase 
of $25 or more! (Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Telephone: (734) 699-7370

38th
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Telephone: (734) 699-7370

GARDEN FANTASY
10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

 

 

Email us at miflower@sbcglobal.net
www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

Shop at Your  
Local Certified  

Floral Designers! 
Large selection of Fresh Flowers

BEAUTIFUL
MICHIGAN GLADS

10 STEM BUNCH ONLY
$3.99

ALL PERENNIALS Half Off!

Greenhouse

OPEN: MONDAY – FRIDAY  9 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY  9 A.M. – 5 P.M.    SUNDAY  1 P.M. – 5 P.M.  

(734) 697-1765
Fax: (734) 699-0505 ACCEPTED

YOUR HOLIDAY DECORATING HEADQUARTERS!
FALL CEMETERY 
CONES, MUMS, 

GRAVE BLANKETS,  
WREATHS &

ROPING
Call ahead for custom orders.

CHRISTMAS TREES ARRIVE NOV. 25
Choose from Scotch Pine & Fraser Fir.

THANKSGIVING IS NOV. 24

www.actionmechanicalheating-cooling.com

$89 PRECISION
TUNE-UP

Pastor Scott studied at Michigan State University, BA; Concordia 
Seminary, M.Div; and Mid America Nazarene University, BSN.   
During his college career he served as short term (2-3 month  

summers) missionary in the United States as well as in the  
Middle East.  He has served as Pastor in both a suburban and 

urban context in the Kansas City area. He led a team that 
launched a Christian Hospitality Service in the inner city,  
providing shelter to kids and their families experiencing  

homelessness.  While working with those families in Kansas City, 
Scott worked to become a Registered Nurse providing additional 

care and service to families living in poverty. 

Pastor met his fantastic wife Stephanie in 
2002 at MSU, where she studied Social 

Work.  They were married on June 13, 2008 
at Risen Christ Lutheran Church in  

Plymouth. They have 2 children, Karis (5) 
and Amos (3) who are full of  energy and 

love to keep their parents on the go! 

Pastor Scott has a strong passion for community  
service and involvement and would love to see Open 

Arms continue to grow as we embrace the community 
of Belleville, and beyond with the love of Jesus. 

Open Arms Lutheran Church and Day Care 
7865 Belleville Road     Belleville, MI 48111 

www.openarmscenter.com 

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   “Jingle Your Cents in Downtown 
Belleville” is the theme of a Shop Local 
promotion put together by the Belleville 
Downtown Development Authority and 
local merchants.
   At the Nov. 16 meeting of the Belleville 
DDA, DDA Coordinator Carol Thompson 
said they are working together to launch 
this holiday promotion ahead of Shop 
Small on Saturday, Nov. 26, and will 
continue promoting Downtown Belleville 
Shop Local through the holiday season.
   Thompson said each participating 
downtown business will set its own store’s 
promotion: a giveaway or discount or other 
holiday special.
   She said the DDA will host a Holiday 
Shop Local Facebook Page to help 
downtown businesses get the word out 
about their holiday promotion. Thompson 
said businesses can promote themselves on 
both their own and the DDA pages and can 
cross-promote from business to business.
   Each participating downtown business 
will receive a poster with the promotion 
logo for its window or counter.
   On Thursday evening, Dec. 8 (with a 
bad-weather day of Dec. 15), downtown 
Belleville will host the Jingle Belleville 
Ladies Night Out for shopping and dining 
at local businesses.

Belleville DDA launches Downtown 
Shop Local events in Belleville

   Thompson said businesses can invite 
unique vendors to share their space and 
bring in more/new customers for this 
special shopping event.
   In other business at the 20-minute Nov. 
16 meeting, the DDA:
   • Was informed that Terra Firma, which 
was on the agenda to give a presentation 
on Village Park Ponds was not present and 
sent no message about missing the meeting 
it agreed to. It missed the October meeting 
because of a death in the family, Thompson 
said;
   • Briefly discussed information on Huron 
River Water Trail kayak lockers. Thompson 
said the information was given out at the last 
Trails Partnership meeting. These structures 
are being placed in three or four sites along 
the Water Trail so people can lock up their 
watercraft and personal belongings and go 
out to eat or stay overnight. She said the 
DDA had talked about having a structure 
to store kayaks for security and this was an 
information item for them. When the DDA 
learned it cost $35,000 for a permanent 
structure, they decided it was more than 
they wanted to pay. There had been a 
vendor who was going to rent kayaks and 
canoes at Horizon Park, but they couldn’t 
work out who would build the structure, 
Thompson said. Jeff Vernon  said from 
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One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

Belleville DDA
(continued from page 11)

Hours:
Monday - Saturday  6am – 10pm

 Sunday  7am – 9pm

734-697-1000
9624 Belleville Rd.

Belleville, MI

www.leosconeyisland.com With Beverage Purchase
No Coupon Needed!

$200

OFF
Your Entire Bill

of $20 or More
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

10%
OFF

Your Entire Bill
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

D A I L Y  D I N N E R  S P E C I A L S     
SUNDAY -- TURKEY DINNER & 
                           POT ROAST

MONDAY -- PEPPER STEAK

TUESDAY -- FATTOUSH SALAD

             & MEDITERRANEAN PLATE

WEDNESDAY -- ITALIAN NIGHT

THURSDAY -- POLISH DINNERS

FRIDAY -- AYCE FISH - $9.49
SATURDAY -- CHEF’S CHOICE

4 P.M. TO
9 P.M.

BREAKFAST SPECIALS

MONDAY - FRIDAY
6am - 11am

Starting at only $2.79

LIVE MUSIC
GUITARIST

NATHAN SWEET
Tuesdays

6–8:30 p.m.

CLOWN
FACE PAINTING

& BALLOONS
Mondays
6–8 p.m.

MAGICIAN
TABLE
MAGIC

Thursdays
6–8:30 p.m.

WE WILL BE CLOSED ON 
THANKSGIVING AND
REOPEN ON FRIDAY,

NOVEMBER 25TH AT 6 A.M.
HAPPY THANKSGIVING!

T h a n k s g i v i n g  Wo r s h i p  S e r v i c e  
N o v e m b e r  2 3 ,  2 0 1 6   
7 : 0 0 p m  
 
P l a n  t o  j o i n  u s  t o  g i v e  t h a n k s !  

 
~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~ ~  

Yo u t h  A d v e n t  D i n n e r  a n d   
Wo r s h i p  S e r v i c e  

November 30, 2016 
5:30 pm Italian Themed Dinner 

(Offering to support Youth Mission Trips) 
7:00 pm Worship Service 

O p e n  A r m s  L u t h e r a n  
C h u r c h  &  D a y  C a r e  
 
7865 Belleville Road  
Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 699-5000 
www.openarmscenter.com 

Same Day Denture Repair
Snap on Smiles

Lumineers / Bleaching /
Bonding / Extractions / Fillings / Root Canals

Healthy Kids & Healthy Adults

Accurate Dental Denture Inc.
QUALITY CARING SERVICE AT AFFORDABLE PRICES

FOR ADULTS & CHILDREN
CROWNS / PARTIALS / DENTURES

(SOFT AND FLEXIBLE)

734-697-5477
781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville

Accuratedentalco@aol.com

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

$6999 Includes
Exam, Cleaning

& X-Rays

Welcome
Dr. Jungpark, D.M.D and Dr. Q. Ming Jin, D.D.S.

Most Insurances Accepted

2 Day Dentures
Available

Quality Dentures at
Affordable Prices
SENIOR DISCOUNTS

Memphis will make any 
outdoor lover a perfect furry 
partner. He’s a 3 year and 4 
month old Beagle/Dachshund 
mix with a sunny, outgoing 
personality that likes to be on 
the move outside. True to his 
breed mix, he has a passion 
for exploring the world using 
his amazing nose. Memphis 
will happily join you for walks, 
hikes and runs as long as 
there is time to smell things 
along the way. He’s not just a 
good nose though, he’s also 
very smart knowing many 
basic commands and happy 
to work with you to learn 
more especially if treats are 
involved. Memphis is a terrific 
companion inside too bringing 
his contagious joy to any 
activity. His smaller size is ideal 
for most living arrangements. 
He’s also completely adorable 
with large floppy ears that are 
more often than not flipped up 
onto his head and short legs 
that give a bouncy run that will 
make you smile. Go get you 
walking shoes on and make an 
appointment to join Memphis 
for some outdoor fun today. 
He’s neutered, vaccinated, and 
micro-chipped. Call Friends 
of Michigan Animals 
Rescue at 734-461-9458 
or visit our website fmar1.org 
for  more information.

“MEMPHIS”

ORPHAN
OF THE

WEEK
the audience that they should plan some 
kayaking events or races before thinking 
about building a structure to see how many  
people are interested;
   • Learned the chili cook-off winning 
Soup project planned for 2016 didn’t 
happen because “things changed at the end 
of the school year and the car show was 
not in September.” Thompson said the 
DDA plans to participate in the 2017 Soup 
project with Belleville High School’s New 
Tech program; and
   • Heard Kelly Bates note, from the 
audience, that according to the DDA 
Maintenance list the aerators in the Village 
Park retention ponds are to be removed by 
the DPW in September and they are still 
in place. Bates is president of the Victoria 
Commons Homeowners’ Association.
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VBT Plan
(continued from page 3)

YOUR SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY!

BAI

Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm • Saturday  9am - 1pm

DISC BRAKE SPECIAL
PREMIUM PADS & ROTORS, INCLUDES 
LABOR, STARTING AT $225 OR LESS!

Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-30-16

W. Columbia Ave. E. Columbia Ave.

Main St. E. Huron River D
r.

Sum
pter R

d.
(South St.)

W. COLUMBIA AVE.
E. COLUMBIA AVE.

M
AIN ST. E. H

URON RIVER DR.

S
U

M
PTER R

D.
(S

O
U

TH S
T.)

W. Columbia Ave.
E. Columbia Ave.

Main St. E. Huron River D
r.

Sum
pter R

d.
(South St.)

´

£
N
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BAI
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-30-16

$3999
BAI

HEATER 
CORE FLUSH Plus

Coolant

10% OFF
LABOR OVER $100

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-30-16

$2995
WINTER VEHICLE INSPECTION

We’ll Check Your Belts, Hoses, 
Brakes, Fluids & Lights!

Breakfast Special
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

With Beverage Purchase. Dine In Only.

2 Eggs, Sausage or Bacon,
Hashbrowns & Toast....................$1.99

(No Substitutions)

734-699-9070
19350 Sumpter Road • Next to Ace Hardware

Serving
8am

OPEN
TUES., WED., THURS.
8 a.m. – 10 p.m.
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

8 a.m. – Midnite
SUNDAY

8 a.m. – 9 p.m.

FALL DINE-IN SPECIALS
Beverage Purchase Required for Each Meal. No Coupon Necessary. 4pm to 9pm.

ANY TWO FOR $16.00
11am to Close - Beverage Purchase Required for Each Meal - Dine In Only

Above Includes Salad, Potato or Rice

SUNDAY

Pizza
1/2 Price

TUESDAY

$1199

Slab of Ribs
Choice of Potato & Salad

THURSDAY
Tacos

$150

WEDNESDAY
4 pc. Broasted 

Chicken
$649

FRIDAY
All You
Can Eat
Fish & Chips
$799

SATURDAY
1 lb. Crab

  Legs

$999

FREE WI-FI
• Pool Room
• Pizza
• Salad
• Pasta
• Burgers
• Subs
• Broasted Chicken

THANKSGIVING EVE
WED., NOV. 23RD

LIVE MUSIC FEATURING

“WRECKAGE”
8 P.M. – MIDNITE

Belleville Community Band

Christmas Concert
Friday,  December 17th

7:30 p.m.
Belleville First United

Methodist Church
417 Charles Street

Belleville

FREE!

is clarified and has been reviewed by the 
township attorney.
   “One of the key parts of the ordinance … 
is that they can go to the Board of Zoning 
Appeals for relief without having to address 
the courts,” Akers said.
   Commission chairwoman Carol 
Thompson, who had experience working 
on building a dock for the city of Belleville, 
said a request goes to the MDEQ and to 
STS Hydro (operator of the dam) and then 
to FERC for months.
   “DEQ has pretty stringent requirements 
to build a dock,” Akers said.
   “We didn’t want you to be in violation 
of FERC,” Hawley said referring to the 
“coverage ratio.”  He said it wasn’t boats 
so much as “how much junk do you have 
there.” He said, “What you put in your 
coverage ratio, we’re not concerned with.”
   Commissioner Medina Atchinson said 
there are dangerous structures, with docks 

falling into the lake. She asked if the 
ordinance officer could go out and enforce 
the ordinance.
   “We can hire someone to remove blight 
and put a lien on the property,” Akers 
said. “The general ordinance puts a clear 
indication that you are responsible for 
blight … We ask people to let us know 
about blight and we can begin the blight 
remediation process.”
   Best said they decided to ask the township 
to enforce the ordinances already on the 
books.
   “If enacted, this ordinance will do this,” 
Best said. “If this is placed into effect, we’ll 
have the ability to clean up the blighted 
areas.”
   Akers said they found a letter in the files 
and learned DEQ does not allow flat roof 
boat houses and FERC doesn’t either.
   “We’re affirming DEQ and FERC’s 
roofs,” Best said.
   “There are flat roofs on Belleville Lake,” 
Commissioner Atchinson pointed out.
   “The current structures are grandfathered 
in,” Akers said “They can do routine 
maintenance … but could not demolish 
and replace.”
   Akers said they want to take their time 
and get public input.
   Best said they will advertise the public 
hearing in the Independent and on the 
township web site.
   Commissioner Joan Franzoi asked if a 
draft of the ordinance would be available 
on line or in print and she was assured it 
would.
   In other business at the two-hour-and-19-

minute meeting, the commission:
   • After an hour-long discussion, approved 
a recommendation to the township board 
to approve a special land use request for a 
drive-through restaurant at 10573 Belleville 
Road, just north of Belle Tire. Applicant is 
Jason Kishmish. His request for preliminary 
site plan approval was expected to be voted 
on at the Dec 14 meeting. He wants to build 
a three-unit building on the 0.862-acre site 
with a drive-through restaurant (Jimmy 
Johns or some other sandwich shop) and 
two other stores, one possibly a wireless 
store;
   • Heard Patrick Sloan of McKenna 
Associates planning consultants give 
a presentation on proposed changes to 
Article 8 (Environmental Performance) and 
Article 10 (Landscaping and Screening) 
of the zoning ordinance, which is being 
extensively updated. After all the changes 
have been reviewed the commission will 
make a recommendation to the township 
board.

Community Chorus 
presents ‘Home for 
the Holidays’ concert
   On Saturday, Dec. 10, the entire 
community is invited to enjoy the Belleville 
Community Chorus’ 11th-annual winter 
concert titled “Home for the Holidays.” 
The performance is at 7 p.m. in the 
Belleville United Methodist Church, 417 
Charles Street.
   Under the leadership of director Sue Hiser, 
accompanist Kevin Shay and a variety of 
other instrumental accompaniment, the 
concert will feature songs of the season 
that you are sure to enjoy.
   “Home for the Holidays” will also include 
numbers by the Belleville Community 
Children’s Chorus and Teen Ensemble.
   As always, the concert is free, although 
donations supporting the chorus are invited 
and welcomed.
   If you are interested in knowing more 
about or being a part of the Belleville 
Community Chorus, contact Pete Jones at 
(734) 731- 0829 or email to Plrmj@msn.
com . 

Holiday activities set for 
next week end in VBT, 
City of Belleville
   The annual Bake Sale and Craft Show will 
take place from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. Saturday, 
Dec. 3 at the Van Buren Township Senior 
Center, 46425 Tyler Road.
   Actually, the Senior Center’s bake sale 
will continue until all the goodies are sold 
and then that part of the event is over. The 
popular craft show continues until 4 p.m.
   Meanwhile, in the City of Belleville, the 
Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce’s 
Winter Fest starts on Friday, Dec. 2, with 
the popular Animal Magic show at 6 p.m. 
in the big tent on the Fourth Street Square. 
At 8 p.m. The Codgers band will play in 
the Fourth Street tent.
   On Saturday, Dec. 3, Animal Magic is 
back in the tent at noon. There will be a 
Bounce House for children on Third Street 
from 1-6 p.m. and a Soup Crawl in the 
Fourth Street tent from 2 to 4 p.m. Carriage 
rides will be available on Roys Street from 
3 to 5:30 p.m.
   A lighted parade bringing Santa to town 
starts at Belleville High School at 6 p.m. 
Lighting of the Christmas tree on the front 
lawn of the museum takes place after the 
parade, along with children’s visits with 
Santa and fireworks at 8 p.m.
   Instead of the skating rink on the Fourth 
Street Square, this year the Belleville Yacht 
Club is sponsoring the fireworks.

Belleville & Van Buren 
Township fire fighters 

will be out on the streets 
Friday & Saturday to 
collect donations for 

Goodfellows – so there 
is no child without a 

Christmas!
Sumpter Goodfellow 

volunteers will be out 
on the streets collecting 
donations on Friday and 

Dec. 3.
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

HOLIDAY BAZAAR

PLUMBING • SEWER
DRAINS • HANDYMAN
Gutters Cleaned & 

Power Washing Too!
CALL US!

Local To The
Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276. 

Ask For Bill.

Family Owned &
Operated. Serving The 

Belleville Area Since 1978. 
Visit

www.robsgaragedoor.com
Call (734) 301-5959

SERVICES

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators • Washers 
Dryers • Ranges
$20 House Call

Phone (734) 782-3354

Hire It Done... Locally. 
We Can Move/Relocate 
Anything That Will Fit 

On Our Flat Bed Trucks. 
We Buy Scrap/Junk Cars. 

Lock Outs Too.
Call (313) 586-2172 

NEED SOMETHING 
HAULED, MOVED, TOWED, 

OR TRANSPORTED?

THE BELLEVILLE INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS CREDIT CARDS!

(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE 
INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS 
CREDIT CARDS!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE INDEPENDENT
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CREDIT CARDS!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE
INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS

CREDIT CARDS!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE
INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS

CREDIT CARDS!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE
INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS 
CREDIT CARDS!

(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE
INDEPENDENT NOW ACCEPTS 

CREDIT CARDS!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE
INDEPENDENT NOW ACCEPTS 

CREDIT CARDS!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE INDEPENDENT
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THE BELLEVILLE INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS CREDIT CARDS!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

SERVICES

AUCTION MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

GIVE THANKS
in a 

NEW HOME!
First month rent and

security deposit waived.
Up to a $1,000 value!

Call one of our sales associates today or 
visit our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com
Belleville Manor
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile north of I-94
Van Buren Estates

734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 at the Rawsonville exit

Mohawk
734-513-4108

Joy Road between 
Middlebelt and Inkster

*WAC. Certain restrictions apply. Offer ends 11-30-16.

HOUSE FOR SALE BY OWNER

YEAR-ROUND SCHOOL, BUSINESS, ESTATE
& PERSONAL PROPERTY LIQUIDATION.

EXPERIENCED & PROFESSIONAL

MAXIMIZE YOUR PROFIT THE
AUCTION WAY... AUCTIONS WORK!

879 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

www.JNGauctions.com  734-489-4636

DEC. 10, 10am-3pm. Bake sale & lunch.  
Fried apple & cherry pies. Many crafters 
& vendors. Community Freewill Baptist 
Church, 6945 McKean, Ypsilanti.         12/01

------------

KITCHEN TABLE w/2 chairs $30, tan 
leather loveseat $50, 4-drawer chest $30.  
Pepsi pop cooler $89, recumbent exercise 
bike $95.  (734) 578-2824                   11/24

------------
PADDLE BIKE. Own a piece of history.
Made by Horste Mfg. 1950’s with
aluminum pontoons. Recent restoration. 
$1,200.  Call Tim (734) 740-0277   11/24

------------
BEDLINER that fits 1999-2004 Chevy 
Silverado $50. (734) 788-6677           12/01

------------
4 MO. OLD FEEDER PIGS. $200 ea. 
Six to choose from. (734) 699-8733     12/01

------------
1999 SHASTA 5TH WHEEL camper.  
Sleeps six. Everything works. $2,500.  
(734) 637-3110                                12/01

------------
19’ JAVELIN BASS BOAT. 150hp
Johnson, year 2000, w/trailer. Also, boat 
hoist w/canopy.  $5,700 OBO. If interested 
call (734) 697-8336                              12/01

------------
CHAIRLIFT WITH NEW battery & 
charger.  Will deliver it up to 50 miles.  
$1,100.  (734) 644-6363                      12/01

------------
TWO VICTORIAN PARLOR 
CHAIRS. Good condition. $250 
for both.  (248) 345-1940         12/01

------------
HAVE A GLASSY CHRISTMAS.  Stained 
glass & stone art items. Traditional,
abstract or personalized. Large & small. 
22 Pine, Belleville.  (734) 771-8788  12/08

------------

1993 CADILLAC SEDAN DEVILLE.
High miles, clean. $1,700 OBO. 
(734) 646-4666                             12/01

------------
1999 GRAND CARAVAN. Runs good. 
Newer brakes, new brake line, struts & 
battery. $1,200.  (734) 740-0381         12/08

BELLEVILLE LAKE.  3 bedrooms, 2 full 
baths, basement, 2 car garage w/12x24 
addition. $300,000. Prequalified buyers 
please.  (734) 697-8336                          12/01

------------
DOUBLE WIDE, 1,140 sq.ft., 3 bedrooms,
1 ½ baths, bonus room. Belle Villa on 
the lake. Many upgrades. $8,000 OBO.  
(734) 391-7213. Open House 131 Menlo 
Park Dr. Sat .& Sun,1pm-4pm.            12/01

------------
2000 FOUR SEASONS double wide. 3 
bedrooms, 2 baths. Needs some work.  
$10,000 OBO.  (734) 262-6909            12/01

------------
BEAUTIFUL BRICK half duplex in New 
Boston.  In mint condition.  All appliances 
stay.  Finished garage. (734) 753-9107 12/08

------------

WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.
(734) 697-5600                              TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600                                   TFN

------------
H & W TOWING. Top $ cash paid 
for junk vehicles. Free towing.
(734) 223-5581                               12/29

------------

LARGE WHITE PIG in the
Martinsville/Willis Road area.
Call (734) 812-5119        11/24

------------

TWO MALE GRAY Tabbies & one
female, 7 mos. old w/shots & fixed. Free 
to good home.  Call (734) 612-1024  11/24

------------
CANES, WALKERS (medical equipment)
Self-help books for seniors.
(734) 757-8124                             12/01

------------
KIMBALL MAHOGANY upright piano.  
Excellent condition.  Come & pick it up.  
(734) 697-7257 or (734) 775-9214      12/08

------------

NICE THREE BEDROOM, deck, 2 full 
baths. $850/mo., $400 deposit. Located in 
West Village Estates, Romulus. No pets. 
(734) 680-0530                            11/24

------------

FOR SALE

VEHICLE FOR SALE

WANTED

FOUND

FREE

MANUFACTURED HOME FOR RENT

------------ 
LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs
too LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL.
Residential snow blowing.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224                     TFN

------------
GUTTER CLEANING. $1/foot single 
story, $2/foot two story. Also install gutter 
guard.  (734) 672-1687                         11/24

------------
NEED A RIDE? Let Annie take you 
where you need to go. Drs. Appointments,
casino, etc. Serving the Belleville area, 
Ypsilanti, Romulus & Ann Arbor. Flat 
Rate. Call for details  (313) 204-2591 12/01

------------
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Quest, Inc. is HIRING
We’re looking for fun, energetic & caring Direct Care 

Workers to assist persons with special needs we serve in 
their own homes.

Applicants must be:
• Responsible & committed and work well with others.
• Have a clean criminal record.
• Be available for training. MORC/WCHO/CLS Training
   is preferred.

Send Letter/Resume to:
recruiter@questserv.org
or Call (734) 458-8140

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

Part Time Custodian position available 
at the Belleville Area District Library, 
167 Fourth St. Belleville MI 48111.

12 hrs per week, nights and weekends. 
$9.50/hr. Resume and application 

required. Application and job description 
are available at the library or at:

 www.belleville.lib.mi.us/employment 
Deadline Dec 9, 2016.

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm. For appointment call
(734) 697-1800                          TFN

------------
EXPERIENCED BARTENDER, part-
time. Apply in person at Fraternal Order 
of Eagles, 9961 Beck, Belleville.         11/24

-----------
DRIVER: CDL-A Dedicated Maumee, 
OH. Salary Weekly Pay ($1350/wk).
M e d i c a l / D e n t a l / V i s i o n / 4 0 1 K .
Vacation/Holiday Pay. Driver Incentive
Program. Call Nu-Way Recruiting.
309-834-2017                                11/24

------------
DRIVERS: Co. & O/Os.  HOME DAILY!
$3,000 Sign-On. Great Benefits. Paid 
Weekly! CDL-A. New Grads Welcome.  
800-300-9935                                       12/08

------------
AUTO TECH. Full-time. Must have tools 
& knowledge. (734) 697-5811            12/15

------------
DRIVERS: Excellent Hometime! Earn up 
to $1300/week!! CDL-A, 6 mos. OTR, 
Good Background. www.mtstrans.com  
800-305-7223                                        12/01

------------
RECEPTIONIST, part-time, for a busy 
Real Estate office in Belleville. Real
Estate knowledge helpful but not required. 
Send resume to sale21@aol.com or call
(734) 697-1800                                       12/01

------------

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   David Brownlee, chairman of the Van Buren 
Township Environmental Commission, said 
the commission’s recent treatment by VBT 
leadership is like “a left and a right” to the 
jaw.
   “I find this a little bit disheartening,” 
Brownlee said at the Nov. 16 commission 
meeting.
   Actually, the commission did not formally 
meet because of a lack of quorum. Two 
members of the commission had resigned 
months ago, but VBT Supervisor Linda 
Combs has not replaced them and all the 
present members have to be present to meet. 
Trustee Jeff Jahr, the board’s appointee as 
liaison to the commission was not present 
and did not run for reelection.
   But not having a quorum did not keep the 
commission from having an hour and a half 
discussion on several issues.
   The most pressing of the issues is the 
commission being ignored by township 
leadership when environmental issues are 
at stake – such as the proposed lakeshore 
ordinance and the proposed fifth amendment 
to the landfill host agreement with Waste 
Management.
   Brownlee, who has been on the commission 
for 30 years, said the commission was 
involved in the first draft of the Lakeshore 
Ordinance, but after a public hearing it had 
to go back to the drawing board.
   “A few months ago, I asked Matt how the 
ordinance is doing and he said they’re done 
and it’s going to the planning commission,” 
Brownlee said, referring to Matthew Best, 

Environmental Commission chairman faults VBT leadership
deputy director of planning and economic 
development.
   “I think the Environmental Commission 
should have been involved with this before 
the planning commission,” Brownlee said, 
noting that the Environmental Commission 
is just a recommending body, but it has 
experience to share.
   “We’re getting this tonight as a courtesy,” 
Brownlee said, referring to the presence 
of Ron Akers, director of planning and 
economic development, who was present to 
review the proposed Lakeshore ordinance 
with commission members.
   “Once it came out of committee, it 
should have come to us. We are the Lake 
Committee,” Brownlee said, referring to the 
time, years back, when he was on the Lake 
Committee and it was transformed into the 
Environmental Commission.
   And then the Environmental Commission 
was not informed of the two and a half years 
of negotiating on the landfill agreement and 
not notified of the public meeting to discuss 
it. He said commission members found out 
about it by accident.
   “I was involved in the original host 
agreement,” Brownlee said.
   “Once again, no involvement of this 
commission … No plans to include this 
commission,” Brownlee said.
   “We have no knowledge whatsoever on 
this,” he said. “I’m bothered by this … Why 
are we here? Is it just because it’s politically 
correct?”
   He said he asked VBT Supervisor Combs 
why the commission wasn’t involved and 
she told him it was “basically an economic 
package.”
   “I took offense,” he said, adding he didn’t 
want to argue with her at the meeting.
   “Do we have a disturbing trend here?” 
Brownlee asked.
   After Brownlee stated that the commission’s 
treatment by the township was like two 
blows in a fight, Commissioner Anthony 
Gibson said he could add a third.
   Gibson said a postcard recently was 
received by him saying EQ was making 
minor changes to its operating permits.
   “What are those minor changes to a 
hazardous waste landfill?” he asked. He 
noted he was involved when it was a private 
landfill and turned into a toxic waste landfill. 
He said he sued and protested and that’s why 
he’s on the Environmental Commission.
   “I’m pointing at the leadership,” Brownlee 
said. “We’re not in the ‘right to know’ 
category.
   “I’m really puzzled with the relationship 
of leadership with this commission. We 
don’t make policy. We study and make 
recommendations,” he said.
   He emphasized that he was not pointing 
at Director Akers and Deputy Director Best 
in these comments because the two are “the 
best thing that’s happened here.”
   “When environmental matters come up, 
we will be sure to alert you,” Akers said.
   “I see a big disconnect with the leadership,” 
Brownlee said. “We should have had 
Waste Management come before us with a 

presentation.”
   Brownlee said Supervisor Combs told 
him, “Oh, we were going to tell you.”
   “Oh really?” he said he thought. “When 
was that going to be?”
   “It’s almost like a pattern,” Brownlee 
said.
   Gibson recalled when Waste Management 
opened its south cell a few years ago, a 
representative of Woodland Meadows came 
to the commission and commissioners 
asked him what about the golf course. 
Gibson recalls he said they had no intention 
of removing the golf course. Now they do.
   Brownlee said he recalls when the landfill 
was being sited, he and others put on boots 
and went out and walked the land, hoping to 
sight an eagle or an endangered species so 
they could stop the landfill.
   Brownlee said with the new administration 
taking over, he hopes they will reinstate this 
commission as part of the process – not 
after the process.
   In other discussion at the Nov. 16 non-
meeting, those present:
   • Discussed the proposed additions to the 
Coal Tar Ordinance that includes fines up 
to $10,000 for violation. “Now you know 
it’s more than a slap on the hand,” Brownlee 
said, adding it will be voted on at a regular 
meeting and then sent on to the township 
attorney and then the township board’s work/
study session. “We think this is an issue that 
will eventually go away,” he said, noting 
those putting on sealants will stop using coal 
tar.  He said he is surprised that State Rep. 
Kristy Pagan of Canton hasn’t been able to 
get Canton to pass an ordinance, since she 
is trying for statewide legislation. That bill 
is locked up in committee, he said;
   • Heard a presentation on the Lakeshore 
Management proposal by Akers. 
Commissioners then asked questions and 
offered recommendations; and
   • Heard Belleville High School student 
Randall Robinson say he was going to give 
a Tech Talk on environmental matters in 
this area in his class at New Tech. Members 
gave him suggestions and planned to send 
him information by email.

More election: Judge 
Oakley unopposed, Rep. 
LaVoy bested by Bellino
   In the Nov. 8 election incumbent 34th District 
Court Judge Brian A. Oakley was unopposed 
for reelection to six more years on the bench. 
He earned 21,499 votes in the five communities 
making up the 34th District: Belleville, Romulus, 
Van Buren Township, Huron Township, and 
Sumpter Township.
   There were 551 write-in votes recorded.
   In the 17th Michigan House district, Joseph 
Bellino, Jr., R, won with 20,231 votes over 
incumbent Bill LaVoy, D, 17,150.
   In the 21st Michigan House race, Kristy Pagan, 
D, won reelection with 28,262 votes. Her 
opponent Derek Moss, R, earned 19,295 votes.
   In the 12th Michigan House district, incumbent 
Erika Geiss, D, won reelection with 24,716 
votes, over Erik Soderquist, R, with 12,112 
votes.
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“There’s a difference between a
philosophy and a bumper sticker.” 

– Charles M. Schulz

Birthdays

Upcoming Meetings

with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

City of Belleville Public Notice
POLICE VEHICLE AUCTION

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE UNDERSIGNED THAT ON 
WEDNESDAY, NOVEMBER 30, 2016 at 10:00 A.M. at Great Lakes Towing, 
42350 Van Born Road, Belleville, County of Wayne, Michigan, a public sale of 
the following vehicle will be held: 
 

2001 CHEVROLET, FOUR DOOR , VIN: 1G1NE52J61M666003 
 

DATE:      NOVEMBER 16, 2016       BELLEVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
           6 MAIN STREET 
PUBLISH: NOVEMBER 24, 2016      BELLEVILLE, MICHIGAN   48111 
        

           BY SHERRI SCHARF, CITY CLERK 

NOTICE OF PUBLIC SALE 
 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN BY THE UNDERSIGNED THAT ON 
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2016 at 10:00 A.M. at J&M Towing, 
5760 Belleville Road, Belleville, County of Wayne, Michigan, a public sale of the 
following vehicle will be held: 
 

1997 MERCURY, STA-WAGON, VIN: 4M2DV1116VDJ59518 
 

DATE:       NOVEMBER 16, 2016      BELLEVILLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 
            6 MAIN STREET 
PUBLISH:  NOVEMBER 24, 2016      BELLEVILLE, MICHIGAN   48111 
 

            BY SHERRI SCHARF, CITY CLERK 

City of Belleville Public Notice
POLICE VEHICLE AUCTION

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
NOVEMBER 15, 2016

Supervisor Combs called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room.  Present: 
Supervisor Combs, Treasurer Budd, Clerk 
Wright, Trustee Miller, Trustee Jahr, Trustee 
McClanahan. Absent/Excused: Trustee Hart. 
Others in attendance: Secretary Clair and an 
audience of thirteen. 
Supervisor Combs requested to amend the 
agenda moving Consent Agenda item #14 
[To consider approval of the Elected Officials 
Benefits Manual] to New Business item #4 and 
add Approval of the adjustments to the LDFA 
terms per statute and adopted resolution to the 
Consent Agenda.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Miller moved, 
Wright seconded to approve the agenda as 
amended. Motion Carried. 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: 
Wright moved, McClanahan seconded to 
approve the Consent Agenda. [Special Budget 
Preparation minutes of October 25th, 26th and 
27th, 2016; Special Work Study Session minutes 
of October 31, 2016; Special Board Meeting 
minutes of November 1, 2016; Special Work 
Study Session minutes of November 3, 2016; 
Prepaid List of November 4, 2016; Prepaid 
List of November 10, 2016; Voucher List of 
November 15, 2016; Approval of a clerical 
revision to Resolution 2016-03 authorizing 
an Industrial Facilities Exemption for 
Mayser Polymer USA, Inc.; Approval of the 
Amendments to the Tax Abatement (198 & 
328) Guidelines and Agreements; Approval of 
the Commercial Fireworks Display Application 
by Great Lakes Fireworks LLC; Approval of 
the re-appointment of Norm DeBuck to the 
Environmental Commission with a term expiring 
October 1, 2019; Approval of the Revised 
Policies and Procedures Manual; Approval 
of the Revised Salaried Employees Benefits 
Manual and Approval of the adjustments to the 
LDFA terms per statue and adopted resolution.]. 
Motion Carried.
PUBLIC HEARING: None.
CORRESPONDENCE:  Wayne County 
Commissioner (11th District) Al Haidous 
presented proclamations to outgoing Board 
of Trustee members Hart, Jahr, McClanahan 
and Combs for their service. Supervisor 
Combs presented a 25 years of service award 
to Public Safety Administrative Assistant Pam 
Fleming also thanking her for countless hours 
coordinating the Good Fellows program; read a 
letter from a resident praising the Public Safety 
Department for their assistance, congratulated 
Assessing Clerk Gina Dorazio who recently 
received certification as a Michigan Certified 
Assessing Officer and thanked Public Safety 
Deputy Director (Fire) Besson for his efforts in 
achieving a lowered ISO rating that may provide 

a savings to residents on their homeowners 
insurance rates. 
PUBLIC COMMENT: Comments included: 
Praised the Assessing Department and 
disapproval of in lieu of health care for elected 
officials.
NEW BUSINESS: Wright moved, Miller 
seconded to approve Resolution 2016-18 the 
Parks and Recreation 2016-2020 Master Plan. 
Motion Carried.
Jahr moved, Budd seconded to approve the 
telecommunication right-of-way permit 
application for KEPS Technologies Inc., dba 
ACD.net. Motion Carried. Request is to allow 
installation of a fiber optic cable.
Wright moved, McClanahan seconded to 
approve the Special Land Use request for parcel 
V-125-83-051-99-0003-005 so the property 
may operate as a drive-thru restaurant.  Motion 
Carried. Request is to allow a Tim Horton’s 
drive thru.
Miller moved, Wright seconded to approve 
the Elected Official Benefits manual. Roll Call 
Vote. Yeas: Combs, Budd, Wright and Miller. 
Nays: Jahr and McClanahan. Absent/Excused: 
Hart. Motion Carried. Those opposed expressed 
concern with providing an in lieu of health care 
benefit.
REPORTS: The Budgetary Report of 
September 2016 was received as presented. 
Copies are available at the Clerk’s Office.
ANNOUNCEMENTS:   Clerk Wright thanked 
his staff, the precinct workers, the voters who 
turned out in record numbers at the November 8, 
2016 General Election and those who supported 
the Public Safety Millage. He also announced 
the Township Administrative offices will be 
closed on Thursday November 24 and Friday 
November 25 in observance of Thanksgiving. 
NON-AGENDA: Comments included: 
Questioned if the proposed agreement with 
Waste Management, recently discussed at a 
special meeting, would be addressed by the new 
Board; thanked the Public Millage Campaign 
committee and the voters who passed the 
millage noting “when we work together as 
a team we can accomplish a lot to move the 
Township forward”; thanked the outgoing 
Board of Trustee members for their service; 
welcomed the in-coming Board of Trustee 
members; invited the public to the swearing in 
of the Board of Trustees on Friday at 2:00 p.m. 
in the Board room; stated there are ways to save 
money in the budget; questioned a procedure 
regarding audience comment and Board 
Members thanked the public for the opportunity 
to serve the community.
ADJOURNMENT: Jahr moved, McClanahan 
seconded to adjourn at 8:17 p.m. Motion 
Carried.
Leon Wright, Township Clerk
Linda Combs, Supervisor
Published: November 24, 2016

  Accurate Dental Denture Inc. at 781 
Sumpter Road in the Belle Plaza offers 
quality caring service at affordable prices 
for adults and children, with same day den-
ture repair, crowns, partials, soft and flex-
ible dentures, and bonding services, extrac-
tions, fillings, and root canals. Right now, 
they offer a new patient special for $69.99, 
which includes an exam, cleaning and x-
rays. Accurate Dental welcomes Dr. Jung-
park, DMD, and Dr. Q. Ming Jin, DDS to 
their practice. Call (734) 697-5477. Most 
insurances are accepted. 

***
Belleville Rotary is fund raising with ev-
ergreen decorations again this year selling 
holiday wreaths, garland, and centerpieces 
and are taking orders through Nov. 29. Call 
(734) 699-7370 or contact any Rotarian.
   Visit www.bellevillerotary.org.

***
   Free computer classes are back at the 
Belleville Area District Library, beginning 
Dec. 6 at 7 p.m. with Microsoft Word: Ba-
sics and Beyond, a session created to help 
users in creating documents. A class titled 
Computer Basics, for learners with little or 
no experience with computers will be held 
Dec. 7 at 10:30 a.m. and 3 p.m. Registra-

tion is underway and there is a $5 deposit 
to register with the deposits returned when 
you attend the class. This class also takes 
place Dec. 12 at 10:30 a.m. or 3 p.m. Call 
(734) 699-3291. 

***
  The Belleville A&W on West Columbia 
Avenue is offering Coneys for just 99 cents 
every day through the end of the season. 
Call (734) 699-1800.

***
     Don’t forget to shop and dine local on 
Small Business Saturday, Nov. 26. To learn 
more see www.buyitinbelleville.com and 
visit Facebook/jinglebelleville .

***
Do you have a business item you would like 
to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych at 
(734) 699-9020 with your suggestion. 
There is no cost to be in this column.

   Nov. 25 – Ken Erickson
   Dec. 1 – Nick Bevins, Rochelle 
McArthur
   
Do you have a birthday in December? Does 
anyone you know have a birthday soon? 
Call the Independent at 699-9020 and let 
us know. We’ll list it in this column ASAP 
following your call. There is no charge.

   • Monday, Nov. 28 – Van Buren 
Township Board of Trustees work/study 
session to acquaint new board members 
with the proposed budgets, 4 p.m. Also, 
rescheduled special meeting of Van Buren 
Public Schools Board of Education at 7 
p.m. at the administration building.
   • Tuesday, Nov. 29 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees special meeting at 7 
p.m. includes a public hearing on the 2016 
amended budgets and 2017 proposed 

budgets.
   • Monday, Dec. 5 – Van Buren Township 
work/study session, 4 p.m. Also, Belleville 
City Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Dec. 6 – Van Buren Township 
regular board meeting, 7 p.m.
   • Thursday, Dec. 8 – Keystone Academy 
School Board work/study session, 6 
p.m. Also, Sumpter Township Planning 
Commission, 7 p.m. Also, Belleville 
Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m., holding 
public hearing on whether to continue 
two-story requirement for development in 
downtown Belleville.
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(continued on page 19)

Court Watching
(continued from page 1)

KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

OPEN: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3

They’re reading the Independent
everywhere

   Jakleen Ochalek, Peggy Petersen and Kim Chamberlain from Belleville and Van 
Buren were in South Padre Island, Texas, earlier this year reading the Belleville 
Independent newspaper.
   You, too, are invited to submit a photo of you reading the Independent in an exotic 
location. Please include the name and address of the person you wish to get the free 
subscription when it is printed. Include your phone number if you want us to let you 
know just before goes in the paper. A person may use this offer to get a total of two 
free subscriptions – and no more.
   If you aren’t going to an exotic location, just send us $30 for postage to an address inside 
Michigan or $35 out of state, and we’ll provide mail delivery of the Independent so you won’t 
miss a single, exciting issue.

who also has a charge of possession of 
marijuana, was scheduled for arraignment 
on the information at the Frank Murphy 
Hall of Justice on Nov. 9. Judge Chylinski 
set a disposition conference for her on Nov. 
21.
   VBT Detective Ken Toney is the officer 
in charge of the cases.

Corey Marcal Moore
   The probable cause conference for Corey 
Marcal Moore, 42, on charges of operating 
while intoxicated-third and driving while 
license suspended-second last Christmas 
was adjourned to Nov. 23 at the request 
of Moore’s retained attorney. His personal 
bond of $5,000 was continued.

Allan Michael Stefanski
   Allan Michael Stefanski, 25, waived 

his preliminary exam on charges of retail 
fraud-1st degree, carrying a concealed 
weapon, assaulting/resisting/obstructing a 
police officer and weapons-felony firearms 
on Oct. 18 in VBT.
   Stefanski was in the Wayne County Jail 
on $25,000 cash bond.
   Judge Oakley bound him over to the Frank 
Murphy Hall of Justice for an arraignment 
on the information on Nov. 9. His attorney 
said he has a competency hearing that same 
day.
   Stefanski’s final conference was set for 
Dec. 8 or a jury trial for March 13 before 
Judge James A. Callahan.
   VBT Detective Donovan McCarthy is the 
officer in charge of the case.

Michael David Scullen
   Michael David Scullen, 41, is charged 
with larceny (more than $1,000 but less 
than $20,000) and larceny from a motor 
vehicle on Oct. 11 in VBT. He waived his 
preliminary exam and was bound over to 
the Frank Murphy Hall of Justice on Nov. 
16.
   On Nov. 16 a plea deal was arranged 
and a disposition conference set for Nov. 
30 before Circuit Court Judge Deborah 
Thomas.
   His court appointed attorney is Matthew 
Evans. Scullen had been lodged in the 
Wayne County Jail on bond of $10,000/10% 
but no longer is lodged. Officer in charge is 
Det. Toney.

Steven Lester Gagosian
   Judge Oakley held a motions hearing for 
Steven Lester Gagosian, who was being 
prosecuted for operating while intoxicated-
2nd. He was arrested Aug. 16, 2014 and had 
a blood draw. The VBT police department 
got the results within nine days, but the 
warrant was not authorized until Feb. 20, 
2016, 409 days after the arrest.
   Gagosian’s attorney Joseph Awad said the 
clock started with the arrest and his client 
was not afforded a speedy trial.
   Awad said between the arrest and the 
institution of charges the patrol car tape 
was lost, a witness was lost when he moved 
back to Arizona, and his client’s wife and 
child moved to Florida two weeks ago for 
a job.
   The Assistant Wayne County Prosecutor 
said under statute the operating while 
intoxicated charge has a limit of six years 
and the clock started ticking in February 
2016 when the warrant was issued.
   The prosecutor cited case law to show 
the clock starts at the beginning of 
proceedings.
   Gagosian’s attorney Awad, however, said 
he had case law that shows the clock starts 
at the time of arrest.
   “Case law is clear,” Awad said. “Michigan 
has afforded more rights than federal… 
The arrest triggers formal proceedings.”
   Judge Oakley said to let the prosecutor 
decide whether or not or when to charge, 
“It makes no sense to let the prosecutor 
decide.”
   “The fact that it didn’t move forward is 
on the People,” Judge Oakley said, noting 
they could have filed nine days after his 
arrest.
   “I will grant the order,” Judge Oakley 
said, dismissing the case.

Court Watching:
Judge Parrott approves 
plea for man drunk 
driving a Bobcat on road

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

      Joshua Daniel Burnett, 28, was before 
34th District Court Judge David Parrott on 
Nov. 16 for his probable cause conference 
on a charge of operating while intoxicated 
– 3rd.
   His retained attorney James Murray 
arranged a plea deal, with Burnett pleading 
guilty to a new misdemeanor charge of 
operating while intoxicated-2nd with a 
penalty of being on probation for two 
years. The felony charge was dismissed.

   Burnett told Judge Parrott that on Oct. 5 
in Sumpter Township he was operating a 
Bobcat on a dirt road with a blood alcohol 
count of .17.
   In 2009 he was convicted in the 34th District 
Court of driving while intoxicated.
   As part of his sentence Burnett will have 
alcohol screening and assessment. He 
was ordered not to use drugs or alcohol 
for two years, and possibly will qualify 
for Judge Tina Brooks Green’s Sobriety 
Court. His posted bond of $5,000/10% was 
continued.
   Sumpter Township Officer Balowski was 
the officer in charge of the case.

Ryan Edward Adkins
   Ryan Edward Adkins, 35, waived his 
preliminary exam by video from the Wayne 
County Jail while being held on charges of 
retail fraud and assaulting a police officer 
on Nov. 1 in VBT.
   Judge Parrott bound him over for an 
arraignment on the information on Nov. 23 
at the Frank Murphy Hall of Justice.
   His court-appointed attorney Elizabeth 
Young asked that the $25,000/10% bond 
be reduced because he has worked for a 
building company for five years and has 
lived with his mother and father in Ypsilanti 
for eight years. She said he is not a danger 
to the community.
   But Judge Parrott said he has eight 
prior offenses, including one larceny by 
conversion and one obstructing a police 
officer. Judge Parrott did not reduce the 
bond, but turned the case over to pretrial 
services which could reduce the bond.
   VBT Detective Ken Toney is the officer 
in charge of the case.

Roderick Stephen Burbank
   Roderick Stephanie Burbank, 62, was 
charged with police officer assault and 
domestic violence on Oct. 31 in VBT.
   His court-appointed attorney asked for an 
adjournment of Burbank’s probable cause 
conference to Nov. 30 and his preliminary 
exam until Dec. 7 and Judge Parrott granted 
the request. Burbank is free after posting 
$10,000/10% bond.
   VBT Detective Toney is the officer in 
charge of the case.

Krassimira Krumova Jeffrey
   Krassimira Krumova Jeffrey, 32, was 
lodged in the Wayne County Jail on bond 
of $40,000/10% on charges of assaulting 
a police officer and driving while license 
suspended in the City of Belleville on Sept. 
25. She was present by video before Judge 
Parrott for her probable cause conference.
   Her court-appointed attorney Elizabeth 
Young said Jeffrey will hold her preliminary 
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“An investment in knowledge pays the 
best interest.”

– Benjamin Franklin

Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Out of the 574 dispatch calls for service reported by 
Van Buren Township police this week, the following 
are selected for this column.
Sunday, Nov. 13:
   0100 – loitering, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0514 – assault & battery, Lighthouse
   0544 – shots fired, E. Huron River Dr.
   0822 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1112 – traffic complaint, Morton Taylor/Tyler
   1200 – retail fraud, Rawsonville Rd.
   1507 – assault & battery, Maple Dr.
   1745 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1820 – missing person, Lighthouse Dr.
   1844 – suicide or attempt, Jackson St.
   1944 – unauthorized driving away of auto, N. I-94 
Service Dr.
   2155 – retail fraud, Belleville
   2205 – assault & battery, Rawsonville Rd.
Monday, Nov. 14:
   0100 – agency assist, S. I-94 Service Dr./Belleville
   0119 – assault & battery, Denton Rd.
   0710 – suspicious person, I-94 EB/Haggerty
   0827 – E-911 hang up, Carmell
   0907 – E-911 hang up, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1109 – personal injury accident, Ecorse/Beck
   1305 – E-911 hang up, Village Center Dr.
   1339 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1453 – fraud, Marlowe Ave.
   1828 – disturbance, Tavistock Dr.
   1929 – missing person, Lighthouse
   1939 – assault & battery, Victoria St.
   2047 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2158 – harassment call, E. Huron River Dr.
Tuesday, Nov. 15:
   0529 – disorderly conduct, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0628 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0649 – E-911 hang up, Sumpter Rd.
   0743 – E-911 hang up, Haggerty Rd.
   1034 – fraud, Sumpter Rd.
   1125 – property damage accident, Van Born / 
Haggerty Rd.
   1159 – malicious destruction of property, Belleville 
Rd.
   1244 – malicious destruction of property, Hoeft
   1321 – larceny, Meadows Cir.
   1440 – operating while intoxicated, Belleville/
Tyler
   1629 – hospice, Elwell Rd.
   1658 – suicide or attempt, Martz Rd.
   1802 – abandoned auto, Huron River Dr. / RR 
tracks
   1810 – property damage accident, Sumpter/Hull
   1825 – trespassing, Belleville Rd.
   1936 – hospice, Robson Rd.
   1942 – noise complaint, Sylvia Dr.
   2005 – vehicle repossessed, Lighthouse
   2140 – property damage, Haggerty/E. Huron River 
Dr.
   2149 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2152 – agency assist, Fox Auto
   2210 – operating while intoxicated, W. Huron River 
Dr. / Bog Rd.
Wednesday, Nov. 16:
   0018 – suspicious vehicle, WCCC
   0123 – vehicle repossession, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0236 – operating while intoxicated, Belleville Rd.
   0718 – disorderly conduct, Denton Rd.
   0807 – assault & battery, Denton Rd.
   0936 – assault & battery, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   1123 – assault & battery, N. I-94 Service Dr. / 
Cracker Barrel
   1239 – malicious destruction of property, Haggerty
   1240 – operating while intoxicated, Rawsonville 
Rd./W. Huron River Dr.
   1247 -- vehicle repossession, Winchester St.
   1303 – intimidation threat, Bemis Rd.
   1355 – breaking & entering, Haggerty Rd.
   1629 – retail fraud, Belleville
   1631 – private property accident, Belleville
   1637 – private property incident, Metro Park Party 
Store
   1639 – property damage accident, Hannan Rd./S. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   1728 – property damage accident, EB Ecorse/Beck
   1842 – fraud, Parkwood Dr.

Thursday, Nov. 17:
   0736 – property damage accident, Ecorse/I-275
   0812 – property damage accident, Ecorse/I-275
   0947 – operating while intoxicated, Haggerty Rd./N. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   1030 – larceny, Martz Rd.
   1221 – property damage accident, Sumpter Rd.
   1243 – fight, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1244 – trespassing, W. Huron River Dr.
   1331 – disorderly conduct, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1333 – larceny, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1406 – assault & battery, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1632 – juvenile complaint, Bentley/Elwell
   1647 – breaking & entering, Oak Ln.
   1734 – property damage accident, Belleville/I-94
   1751 – property damage accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr./Oak Ln.
   1757 – assault & battery, N. Pondereosa Trl.
   1815 – breaking & entering, Oak Ln.
   1919 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2126 – harassment call, Buchanan St.
   2338 – fraud, Belleville
 Friday, Nov. 18:
   0132 – disturbance, Kirkridge
   0948 – private property incident, Oak Ln.
   1311 – malicious destruction of property, Van Born
   1324 – property damage accident, Rawsonville / 
Martz
   1430 – retail fraud, Rawsonville
   1516 – disturbance, Denton Rd.
   1554 – private property accident, Village Green 
Ln.
   1610 – property damage accident, North Service Dr. 
/ Belleville Rd.
   1717 – suicide or attempt, S. Woodbury Dr.
   1825 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1854 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1919 – assault & battery, Savage/Martinsville
   1922 – noise complaint, Locust Dr.
   2205 – retail fraud, Belleville
   2342 – vehicle repossession, S. I-94 Service Dr.
Saturday, Nov. 19:
   0336 – assault & battery, Denton Rd.
   1055 – personal injury accident, Birch Dr.
   1518 – fraud, Denton Rd.
   1518 – larceny, Westlake
   1656 – operating while intoxicated, N. I-94 Service 
Dr.
   1926 – fight, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2033 – noise complaint, W. Archwood
   2049 – personal injury accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Martz Rd.
   2250 – malicious destruction of property, Pine Dr.
   2305 – malicious destruction of property, Fairbanks 
St.
   2308 – disturbance, S. I-94 Service Dr.
Also on this week’s log are 199 traffic stops, which 52 
of those on the I-94 and I-275 freeways and bypasses, 
and 39 at Lakewood shopping center.

Sunday, Nov. 13:
   0002 – sexual assault, Brain St.
   0937 – P.B.T. alcohol, Main St.
   1022 – assist fire dept., Carmell St.
   2210 – suspicious situation, Main St.
Monday, Nov. 14:
   0104 – parking complaint, Belle Villa Blvd.
   0129 – suspicious vehicle, Owen Intermediate 
School
   0654 – vehicle lockout, Main/Huron River
   0905 – assist fire dept., Henry St.
   0947 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1031 – property damage, Main St.
   1040 – private property incident, S. Industrial Park 
Dr.
   1152 – assist fire dept., N. Liberty St.
   1223 – vehicle lockout, Main St.
   1252 – miscellaneous complaint, Main St.
   1605 – traffic complaint, Loza Ln.
   1617 – serve warrant, Loza Ln.
   1634 – abandoned auto, Henry St.
   1733 – narcotics crime, Loza Ln.
   2100 – suspicious vehicle, Main St./Third St.
   2220 – agency assist, Angola St.
   2254 – civil matter, Doane’s Landing
   2346 – domestic assault, Andrew’s Drugs

Sunday, Nov. 13:
   0124 – curfew violation, Sumpter/Dunn
   0729 – fire dept. assist, 42000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1052 – disorderly person, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1328 – civil dispute, 5100 bl. Oakville Waltz Rd.
   1357 – larceny, 26000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1414 – malicious destruction of property, 44000 bl. 
Wear Rd.
   1536 – ordinance violation, 49000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1746 – animal complaint, 21000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1823 – civil dispute, Rustic Ln.
   2020 – warrant arrest pick up, Willow/Carleton 
West
   2146 – fire dept. assist, Willis/Rawsonville
   2213 – well-being check, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2255 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Weimer Dr.
   2340 – suspicious incident, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
Monday, Nov. 14:
   0335 – fire dept. assist, 25000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   0723 – animal complaint, Savage/Harris
   0916 – fraud complaint, California
   1053 – suspicious vehicle, 28000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1153 – harassment complaint, 20000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1325 – juvenile complaint, 19000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1429 – subpoena service, 20000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1436 – subpoena service, 19000 bl. Martinsville
   1747 – abandoned vehicle, Karr/Willis
   1805 – subpoena service, 19000 bl. Martinsville
   1820 – subpoena service, 20000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1834 – fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Martha Ln.
   1838 – alarm, 13000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   2159 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
Tuesday, Nov. 15:
   0900 – animal complaint, 21000 bl. Karr Rd.
   0921 – animal complaint, 44000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1959 – suspicious vehicle, 24000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1034 – animal complaint, 45000 bl. Bemis Rd.

Tuesday, Nov. 15:
   0419 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Clarence 
St.
   0732 – property damage accident, Main St.
   1008 – assist fire dept., Third St.
   1021 – violation public health code/violation 
controlled substance act, W. Columbia Ave.
   1047 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1313 – property damage accident, South St./W. 
Davis St.
   1453 – fight, Light Tower Dr.
   1724 – assist fire dept., Carmell St.
   2019 – personal injury accident, High St./Main St.
   2243 – operating while intoxicated, N. Liberty St. 
/ Main St.
Wednesday, Nov. 16:
   0023 – disturbance, Main St.
   0150 – parking complaint, Menlo Park Dr.
   0954 – P.B.T. alcohol, Main St.
   1625 – assist fire dept., S. Liberty St.
   1730 -- property damage accident, Sumpter Rd.
Thursday, Nov. 17:
   0958 – P.B.T. alcohol, Main St.
   1223 – property damage accident, Sumpter Rd.
   1241 – suicide or attempt, W. Columbia Ave.
   1404 – intrusion alarm, Wexford Ave.
   1653 – ordinance violation, E. Columbia Ave.
   1805 – personal injury accident, Church St./Roys 
   2001 – warrant arrest, Willow/Sumpter
Friday, Nov. 18:
   0019 – suspicious situation, Main St.
   0911 – assist fire dept., N. Edgemont Ave.
   1002 – fraud, Main St.
   1215 – fraud, Robbe St.
   1247 – agency assist, South St.
   1257 – civil matter, Captain Nemo
   1310 – assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
   1414 – panic alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
   1521 – intrusion alarm, Robbe St.
   1919 – agency assist, Savage/Martinsville
   2155 – parking complaint, E. Thornhill Court
Saturday, Nov. 19:
   0108 – parking complaint, Belle Villa Blvd.
   1006 – assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr.
   1022 – animal complaint, Main St.
   1429 – assist fire dept., N. Edgemont Ave.
   2015 – malicious destruction of property, Henry St.
   2334 – suspicious person, W. Columbia Ave.
Also on this week’s log are 68 traffic stops.

   1118 – malicious destruction of property, 18000 bl. 
Sumpter Rd.
   1220 – mental health commitment, Virginia
   1302 – 911 hang up, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1556 – larceny, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1659 – fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   2132 – fire dept. assist, 43000 bl. Judd Rd.
   2204 – suspicious incident, 8100 bl. Rawsonville
Wednesday, Nov. 16:
   1049 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1459 – parking complaint, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1459 – animal complaint, 28000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1525 – assist other agency, Redwood
   1652 – ordinance violation, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1813 – animal complaint, 49000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1851 – suspicious vehicle, 24000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1942 – malicious destruction of property, 19000 bl. 
Sumpter Rd.
   2203 – suspicious person, 8200 bl. Rawsonville
Thursday, Nov. 17:
   1214 – well-being check, 23000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1225 – citizen assist, 26000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1243 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1250 – animal complaint, Haggerty/Wear
   1319 – citizen assist, Judd/Martinsville
   1502 – parking complaint, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1504 – parking complaint, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1732 – animal complaint, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1857 – animal complaint, 43000 bl. Willow Rd.
   2039 – warrant arrest pick up, out of township
Friday, Nov. 18:
   0059 – family trouble, California
   0642 – 911 hang up, 26000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   0846 – suspicious person, 49000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1003 – alarm, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1112 – civil dispute, 25000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1213 – alarm, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1507 – malicious destruction of property, Colorado
   1516 – suspicious person, Sherwood/Willis
   1847 – animal complaint, 18000 bl. Martinsville
   1948 – property damage accident, E. Arizona
   1959 – animal complaint, Wear/Sherwood
   2046 – traffic hazard, 9600 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   2235 – assist other agency, out of township
   2338 – property damage accident, 25000 bl. Karr
   2359 – fire dept. assist, 42000 bl. Harris Rd.
Saturday, Nov. 19:
   0757 – fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   0945 – fire dept. assist, 40000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0946 – animal complaint, 49000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1310 – fire dept. assist, 50000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1349 – animal complaint, Wear/Bohn
   1653 – juvenile complaint, 43000 bl. Judd Rd.
   2002 – fire dept. assist, 41000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   2116 – property damage accident, Oakville Waltz 
/ Elwell
   2354 – animal complaint, Wear/Karr
Also on this week’s log are 11 follow-up investigations, 
40 miscellaneous details, 152 patrol checks, and 47 
traffic stops.

Wayne County to 
replace bridge
on E. Huron River Dr.
   Motorists are advised to avoid E. Huron 
River Drive between N. Haggerty and S. 
Haggerty for the next few weeks because 
Wayne County Road Commission is 
replacing the deteriorated bridge over the 
Huron River.
   Plans are for the county to start work 
Monday, Nov. 28, at 6 a.m. The work is 
expected to take two weeks.
   Suggested alternate routes include the 
Lower Huron Clinton Metropark to Bemis 
Road or I-94 South Service Drive west 
from Haggerty to Belleville Road. Closure 
signs and detour signs are ready to be 
installed by the county.
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exam on Nov. 23, but she would like a 
reduction of bond.
   Young said Jeffrey is 32 years old and 
has one misdemeanor on her record from 
St. Clair Shores. She works for Bayloff 
Stamped Products and has a 10-year-old 
child. She is in a custody battle for the child 
and working with an immigration attorney. 
She is from Bulgaria and has been here for 
the last six years, Young said.
   Judge Parrott said police report her to 
be very hostile. He continued the bond but 
referred her to pretrial services for a bond 
review.
   Officer in charge of the case is Belleville 
Officer Jeff Wickham.

Philip Richard Messer
   Philip Richard Messer, 46, was before 
Judge Parrott for his preliminary exam on 
a charge of criminal sexual conduct – 2nd 
degree (relationship) on Feb. 12 in VBT. 
He was in the Wayne County Jail on 
$25,000 cash bond.
   He waived his preliminary exam and was 
bound over to circuit court for a Nov. 23 
arraignment on the information.
   His court-appointed attorney David 
Lankford said this is a February 2016 case 
and his client has been in custody for 20 
days. The testimony against him is from a 
13 year old with no corroboration, he said. 
He pointed out four family members were 
in the courtroom to support him. He asked 
for reduced bond.

Court Watching
(continued from page 17)

   Judge Parrott said there were two 
failure to appears for Messer and there is 
an outstanding warrant in Ypsilanti. The 
warrant was issued in May, he said.
   Judge Parrott said he arraigned Messer 
and set $5,000/10% and then found out 
Messer had already been arraigned by a 
weekend judge who set the higher bond.
   “I think $10,000/10% would be fair,” 
Judge Parrott said, reducing the bond, 
which Messer’s family then would be able 
to post.
   Lankford said while the address on his 
driver’s license is Romulus, Messer stays 
in Grass Lake with a friend.
   “No minor children,” Judge Parrott 
ordered, adding once Messer posts his 
bond they will put a tether on him.
   Officer in charge of the case is VBT 
Detective Donovan McCarthy.

Joshua Kavon Patton
   Joshua Kavon Patton, 19, waived his 
preliminary exam on a charge of home 
invasion-2nd degree in VBT on Aug. 8. He 
was lodged in the Wayne County Jail on a 
bond of $10,000/10%.
   Judge Parrott bound him over for a 
Nov. 23 arraignment on the information 
at circuit court. Patton was referred to 
pretrial services for consideration of bond 
reduction.
   His court-appointed attorney David 
Lankford said his client has psychiatric 
problems and he stipulated that a 
competency hearing on Nov. 9 found 
Patton competent to stand trial.
   VBT Detective Toney is the officer in 
charge of the case.

William Calvin Hunt
   William Calvin Hunt, 51, was ready 
for his preliminary exam on a charge of 
first degree retail fraud in VBT on Jan. 
3, but the court clerk’s computer had a 
hardware failure and the courtroom had 
to move from Judge Parrott’s court to the 
courtroom across the hall used by Judge 
Brian Oakley.
   The preliminary exam of another man 
was half-way complete when the computer 
crashed and since the exam has to be 
on the record, it was moved to the other 
courtroom. Hunt’s case was next.
   Hunt’s court-appointed attorney Steven 
Menken, VBT officer in charge Ken Toney, 
and the Wayne County Assistant Prosecutor 
all agreed to adjourn Hunt’s exam for a 
week because it was almost 1 p.m. and 
they expected the judge to break shortly for 
lunch and Menken had to get to a different 
courthouse for another client.

Damaged Sumpter 
Twp. emergency siren 
replaced & operational
   After a lengthy, unexpected delay, the Sumpter 
Township emergency siren that was struck by a 
vehicle on July 6 has been replaced and in now 
fully operational, according to a Nixle alert sent 
out Thursday.
   The siren, located at 17400 Savage Road (just 
south of Bemis) covers the far northeast corner 
of Sumpter Township.
   Sumpter Township Police Chief Eric Luke 
said even though Sumpter’s 14 sirens are 
strategically placed throughout the township to 
overlap each other in terms of audible coverage, 
those who live/work near the 17400 Savage 
location were not able to hear an activation at 
the normal volume they were accustomed to 
while the siren was being replaced (due to the 
nearest siren being at Martinsville and Willis 
Roads).
   That issue is now corrected, he said. 
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Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to Dealer.  May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

USED CAR SPECIAL

2017 FUSION SE
24 month lease for

$123/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $2,000.

BUY AS LOW AS $20,534.

2017 ESCAPE SE
24 month lease for

$149/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $2,500. BUY AS LOW AS $21,549.

2016 EDGE SE 
AWD

24 month lease for

$215/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $3,750.

BUY AS LOW AS $25,752.

2015 FUSION SE
$14,888

2016 FOCUS SE
24 month lease for

$149/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $3,750. BUY AS LOW AS $15,264.

2016 F-150
SUPERCAB XLT

4x4
24 month lease for

$182/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $7,800.

BUY AS LOW AS $32,276.

New 
DETAIL SHOP
NOW OPEN!

CONSTRUCTION IS FINISHED!

GLENN  SILVENIS


