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Independent photos by Bob Mytych
First-place winner in the Family category was this group with their Pacman costumes. From left are Lucas Howard (pink ghost), Jenny 
Hawkins (orange ghost), Crystal Howard (Mrs. Pacman), Brian Howard (Pacman), Shane Howard (ghost), Alayah Howard (cherries), 
and Lisa Ashley (ghost).

The Charles Larocque family of Belleville, 
with mom Kristy and sons Logan and 
Dexter, won second place in the Family 
category of the costume contest during 
trick or treat on Main Street Friday. The 
contest was put on by the Belleville Central 
Business Community.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Belleville City Council will take the 
next four months or so to consider a $10 
million project to upgrade all the streets in 
the city to stop the deterioration.
   At Monday’s meeting of the city council, 
DPW Director Keith Tackett presented the 
Pavement and Surface Report on every 
street in the city which rated each street 
from 10 (worst) to 1 (almost new).
   He presented three- and five-year plans 
and noted, “Either way, you’re looking at 
$10 million.”
   Tackett said the city’s portion is about 
half of Greylock by Edgemont School at a 
cost of about $100,000 to upgrade. The rest 
of the street is owned by Wayne County.

City Council to consider $10 million 
project to upgrade city streets

   The asphalt streets are proposed to be 
upgraded by the mill-and-fill process 
and the concrete streets by overlay or 
sectioning.
   When asked about Main Street, Tackett 
said that street will have joint and crack 
filling every three to five years, as needed.
   Tackett said concrete prices are so 
unstable there is a prediction of a 10-15% 
increase in concrete prices in 2016.
   Tackett said both the three-year and five-
year lists are laid out from top priority on 
down.
   Tackett said sewer work started in the city 
this week by a Canadian firm and they will 
be gone by Christmas. The other work that 
needs to be done under the streets will be 
evaluated on a case-by-case basis, he said.
   City Manager Diana Kollmeyer said Ryan 
Kern of Hennessey Engineers will be at the 
next meeting, Nov. 16, to discuss “how we 
are going to pay for this.”
   Mayor Kerreen Conley said the council 

Voters turn down 
VBT Public Safety 
millage, approve 
school millage

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Van Buren Township voters turned down 
a 6.5-mill proposal for Public Safety in 
Tuesday’s general election.
   The vote was 1,940 no to 1,543 yes.
   While most of the precincts supported 
the higher tax, the 1,248 no votes cast by 
absentee voters sealed the defeat.

School Sinking Fund
   Van Buren Public School district voters 
narrowly approved the .5-mill Sinking 
Fund millage for school repairs on a 2,857 
– 2,680 vote.
   In the city of Belleville, the School Sinking 
fund totals were 314 yes and 287 no.
   In Sumpter, the votes were 145 yes and 
212 no. In Van Buren Township, the Sinking 
Fund tally was 1,761 yes and 1,594 no.
   In Canton the Sinking Fund votes were 
390 yes and 305 no. In the two Ypsilanti 
Township precincts within the district, the 
total tallies were 176 yes and 113 no.

City of Belleville
   City of Belleville voters kept their present 
council intact by re-electing Kerreen 
Conley as Mayor and Tom Smith and Jack 
Loria as council members.
   Total votes for mayor were:
   • Kerreen Conley, incumbent, 327
   • Phillip Miller, 241
   • Write-in Robert Balderston, 10
   • Write-in Carol Sundell, 6
   Total council votes were:
   • Tom Smith, incumbent, 357
   • Jack Loria, incumbent, 336
   • Jim Shrove, 311
   These are all unofficial results until 
certified at the Wayne County level.
   Voter turnout in Ypsilanti Township was 
6.71%.
   In Sumpter Towmship with 7,111 
registered voters, and 597 casting ballots, 
turnout was 8.4%.
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BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

´ CHIMNEYS BUILT -
     REPAIRED & CLEANED

´ SCREENS INSTALLED

´ TUCK POINTING

´ ROOFING & GUTTERS

´ RESIDENTIAL

´ COMMERCIAL

´ VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED • INSURED

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

Enroll in Our Summer Program

Belleville 
Child Care

For children ages 22 to 12 years.
We offer:
   Pre-School
   2 Directors
  We Accept DHS
  No Registration Fee

38 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.
Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

734-697-4523
41505 S. I-94 Service Drive
Belleville, Michigan 48111

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

Advertise Today!
Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE!
Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych Today! 734-699-9020

TREE SERVICE, INC.

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD*

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning • Brush Removal

Stump Grinding • Firewood

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small

734-753-5800
tnttree.com

*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE.

60 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
Open 7 Days 6am – 11pm • (734) 697-3033

SAM’S PLACE
FAMILY DINING

BAI

• Try Our Delicious Homemade Stir Frys,
   Greek Salads, Stuffed Cabbage,
   Perogies & Other Polish Combos
• All You Can Eat Fish  – $9.99 Everyday
• Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person

BAI

BAI

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person
Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 

Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 11/30/2015

Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 
Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 11/30/2015

$5 OFF
From 11am – 10pm Everyday
Any Purchase of $25 or More
Dine-in only. With coupon. Not valid with 

any other offer. One coupon per visit. One 
coupon per table. Expires 11/30/2015

10% OFF
Minimum $4.50 Purchase

Entire
Bill

BAI

Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may 
not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 11/30/2015

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee

Rental Car Assist
R.V. Repair
Auto Glass
Motorcycle

& Watercraft
734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

James Chudzinski
Owner
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

November is
VETERAN’S

HISTORY MONTH

THANK A VET 
TODAY!
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By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The life of the late World War II veteran 
Foster E. Sherwood of Sumpter Township 
was celebrated at the Oct. 27 meeting of 
the Sumpter Township Board of Trustees.
   Leroy Paige of Sumpter Township, the 
state director of the Michigan chapter of 
Honor and Remember, presented a special 
flag to Mary Sherwood in honor of her 
brother-in-law’s life.
   Just before Memorial Day this year, Paige 
was present to lead the township board in 
honoring the 51 names on the Veterans’ 
Memorial in Horizon Park in Belleville.
   He said the board went  above and 
beyond what he hoped and every name on 
the memorial was read at the meeting.
   After that meeting, Mary Sherwood said 
there is a name that should be added to the 
memorial, although he didn’t die in battle.
   Paige got more information on Foster 
E. Sherwood and at the Oct. 27 meeting 
he surprised Mary Sherwood with the 
celebration of Forest Sherwood, the family 
hero. Mary dissolved in tears as members 
of her family came out from where they had 
been hiding to join her in the celebration.
   Paige said Foster E. Sherwood joined 
the Army Air Corps in 1942 and was a 
navigator in 37 successful bombing runs 
over Germany. On the 38th run the plane 
was shot down and the crew was detained 
by the Russian military until they could fly 
the plane back to England.
   He married and was reinstated in the 
military in 1951 for the Korean War. He 
served in Texas, Colorado, California, 
Maine, and Louisiana.
   On. Oct. 25 1956, during a routine 
takeoff, the plane he was  piloting exploded 
and Captain Sherwood was killed instantly. 
He earned many awards, including the 
Distinguished Flying Cross.
   Paige noted the story emphasizes that 
“the cost of freedom is not free.”
   Paige said when Mary Sherwood went 
on a month-long vacation to tour the 
West with her brother, it put a crimp in 
their plans for the celebration. It had been 
planned for September. Mary said she was 
so tired from the trip that she almost didn’t 
attend the Oct. 27 meeting. But, she said, 
she hadn’t attended a Sumpter meeting for 
a month, so she thought she’d better go.
   In other business at the Oct. 27 meeting, 
the board:
   • Approved Eric Christman & Sons to 
repair the entrance steps and ramp at the 
police station for $15,000;
   • Approved Gabe Akans, Jamie Krushlin, 
Ron Barnette, Dan Montecinos, Chris 
Walter-Hamm to attend Firefighter 1 and 2 
training at a cost of $3,250;
   • Approved free use of the Community 
Center Gym for a fund raiser for Russell 

Sumpter Board helps celebrate the late Foster E. Sherwood

LaPalme on Nov. 21;
   • Approved free use of the Community 
Center Gym for a Nov. 6 and 7 craft show 
for the Sumpter Seniors to benefit their 
Christmas party;
   • Heard Trustee Don Swinson report that 
Parks & Recreation’s last turkey shoot was 
held and they shot 128 rounds over the four 
sessions. Kevin Rochon won Cabela’s gift 
card this  year. Supervisor John Morgan 
marvelled at all the work the volunteers 
in Parks & Rec have done and applauded 
their efforts for the community;
   • Heard Trustee Matthew Oddy give 
a report on the work of the planning 
commission and the Board of Zoning 
Appeals; and
   • Gave Trustee Swinson the requested 
permission to put together a committee 
to discuss using solar power for the 
Community Center and police department. 
Supervisor Morgan has appointed Trustee 
Oddy, Police Captain Eric Luke, Senior 
Director Mary Ann Watson to work with 
Swinson on the project. “All I’m trying 
to do is save the township some money,” 
Swinson said.
   After the meeting, Supervisor Morgan 
told the Independent that the township has 
40 days to appoint a trustee to replace the 
late Trustee Hamm or the state will do it.

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
Leroy Paige, left, director of the Michigan Chapter of Honor and Remember, reads information on the life of the late Foster Sherwood, 
as Foster’s sister-in-law Mary Sherwood and the Sherwood family display their new flag and the township board stands to honor them 
all. From left, with the flag, are David Foster Sherwood and Tom Sherwood, Mary’s sons, Mary Sherwood, Mary O’Connor Sherwood, 
Mary Powers, Sami Powers, and Jeff Powers.

   During the Oct. 27 meeting of the  
Sumpter Township Board of Trustees 
meeting, Trustee Peggy Morgan read a 
statement she wrote complaining about 
Clerk Clarence Hoffman.
   She said Clerk Hoffman kept the township 
hall open during Bill Hamm’s funeral on 
Oct. 19. Supervisor Morgan had ordered 
the hall closed so all the employees could 
attend the funeral.
   She also complained about Clerk 
Hoffman putting the American flag at full 
staff the day after the funeral although she 
said it should have been at half-staff for 
Fire Fighter Hamm for 30 days.
   Trustee Morgan said last summer the flag 
was at half staff for a fire fighter for 30 
days without a problem.
   She said Johnny Vawters resigned as 
supervisor in 2014 and Hoffman felt he 
should have been supervisor and has been 
disrespectful of Supervisor Morgan.
   “He’s disappointed he’s not supervisor,” 
Trustee Morgan said.
   She said Hoffman should “start following 
orders given by the supervisor.” She said 
this makes the township look unorganized.
   Trustee Morgan asked attorney Rob 

Trustee Peggy Morgan criticizes 
actions of Clerk Clarence Hoffman

Young if there was any liability to be open 
after being ordered closed?
   Young said township hours are set by the 
township board and can be changed by the 
supervisor for situations like this.
   “If the township offices are closed then 
the township offices are closed,” Young 
said, adding Hoffman didn’t have to go to 
the funeral and could be in his office.
   “As far as official business is concerned it 
is closed to the public,” Young said.
   In terms of safety, Young said the funeral 
was well-attended by officials, employees, 
fire department and police department.
   “The focus was on the funeral and wasn’t 
on security,” Young said, adding other 
communities cover police and fire at times 
like this.
   He said it’s the supervisor’s decision 
when the township is open for business, 
when it is open to the public. He said 
there is concern for unsecured locations, 
particularly the treasurer’s office.
   Supervisor John Morgan said this was  
an isolated incident and “for the most part 
we work out our differences. I don’t think 
we should let this divide us … We should 



Page 4� Belleville Area Independent/November 5, 2015November 5, 2015/Belleville Area Independent� Page 5

O  P  I  N  I  O  N  S
EXTRA THINGS I KNOW       ...By Rosemary K. Otzman

152 Main St., Suite 9, 
Belleville, MI  48111
734-699-9020

FAX 734-699-8962
Established Dec. 3, 1994          First Edition Jan. 5, 1995

The Belleville-Area Independent is a free, weekly newspaper 
published each Thursday in Belleville, MI.

Editor: Rosemary K. Otzman
Home phone (no ads, please!): 697-8290

Advertising Manager: Bob Mytych
Sports Editor: Bob Mytych

Bookkeeper: James Otzman
Production Manager: James Otzman

Office Manager: Janet Millard
Business Manager: Gerald McKelvey

Editorial Cartoonist: Bob Mytych

Belleville Area Independent™ is a Trademark and
is registered with the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office, Reg. No. 3,751,670
Belleville Area Independent Holding Company, LLC

(Michigan Limited Liability Company)

The Independent is owned and operated by 
a Michigan Limited Liability Company made up of 

members of this community.

Member: Michigan Press Association

Entire contents of this paper is 
Copyrighted © 2015 - All rights reserved.

This paper is available free at sites throughout the 
community. To get the Independent delivered by 
mail, cost is $30 per year for postage, Outside of 
Michigan - $35 per year, outside of the USA - call.
Also available free to download on our website.

Deadline for news & ads is Noon of every Monday. 
Deadline for ads 1/2 page or smaller is Noon Monday, 

and all advertising larger than 1/2 page is Noon 
Friday, with the exception of certain holiday weeks. 

Classified ad deadline is Noon of every Tuesday.

www.bellevilleareaindependent.com
mail@bellevilleareaindependent.com

Editorial

Nov. 11 is day to 
honor our veterans
   The 34th District Court in Romulus is 
closed on Nov. 11 in honor of Veterans’ 
Day.
   Throughout our community, events are 
taking place to honor our veterans. The 
schools are inviting veterans in so students 
will learn, first-hand, of what it takes to 
defend freedom.
   Restaurants throughout the area are 
offering special prices on meals.
   On Saturday, Nov. 7, a special Recognition 
Dinner is being put on at the Belleville 
Moose from 4 to 8 p.m. It’s all-you-can-eat 
spaghetti, served at 6 p.m., with the public 
paying $10 each and vets paying $5.
   On Nov. 10, the Salute to Veterans is 
planned for 11:15 a.m. at the September 
Days Senior Center, 46425 Tyler Road, 
where lunch donation is $2.25. (Sign up by 
Friday, Nov. 6, at 699-8918.)
   Vietnam veteran Charles Tackett of Van 
Buren Township and Florida reminds us 
that Belleville, Van Buren Township and 
Sumpter Township all have committed to 
honoring Veteran History during the month 
of November.
   We have a lot of veterans in our tri-
community and, as throughout the nation, 
the World War II veterans are leaving us 
every day. Veterans from the other wars are 
still among us and we need to tell them all: 
“Thank you for serving.”
   There is no way to adequately thank 
someone for giving up a life or limbs or 
mental peace for our freedoms. But, we 
must try.
   The cost of freedom is overwhelming.

   For the past two weeks scam artists have 
been bothering people minding their own 
business in the Belleville area. We received 
many reports on telephone calls seeking 
to scam people out of their hard-earned 
money.
   One man said he got a final notice that 
the IRS is filing a law suit against him. He 
said three calls came from Sunnyside, WA. 
He knows the IRS doesn’t call people and 
threaten them.
   A woman who lives in the city of 
Belleville got four calls in one day from a 
man on a scam call and another woman, in 
VBT, got a call saying she owed the federal 
government $6,000 from 2010.
   Another woman from VBT got two calls 
from the IRS on Oct. 28 and she hung up 
both times. Then she got another call on 
Monday. She didn’t listen to all of that call, 
either. She knew they were scams.
   Another man said the fake IRS called and 
left a message on his recorder. He said we 
could listen to it if we wanted to. He knew 
it was a scam.
   Then, there was a email that referred to a 
check sent to Dorene Mroz of Our Father’s 
Child Day Care on South Street. The email 
said the $1,750.99 amount was a mistake 
and she should just cash the check and 
keep two weeks advance payment for her 
daycare and send the rest back to him.
   Dorene just wanted our readers to be alert 
to this kind of scam. She’s not responding 
to this one.

***
   I received a call from a man who retired 
after 33 years working at Van Buren 
Township. He commented on some of my 
words in this column last week.

   He said there is NO water main under the 
Belleville Bridge. He said there is gas and 
telephone lines, but no water main.
   He said the main water feed to the city of 
Belleville is on Savage Road.
   VBT DPW Director James Taylor had 
talked about this water line under the 
Belleville Bridge at the township budget 
talks. I tried to call him on Friday to ask 
him about this, but he was out sick.

***
   Frosty Boy’s entry to the side and front 
is being dug up by contractor Davenport 
Brothers. I called city hall and was told 
Mike Foley told them he was closing earlier 
this year so he could get the work done.
   I know that when we deliver papers there 
there is always a big puddle of water at the 
door after a rainstorm and Mike had talked 
about the bad drainage on occasion.
   City Manager Diana Kollmeyer said 
Foley had a crack in the concrete under 
the building that was going to be repaired. 
And, while he’s at it he may redo the 
parking area.
   Some parents were disappointed on 
Friday that he wasn’t open after the big 
football game and during the Main Street 
trick or treat

***
   A man came into my office to inform 
me that the blanket he got in the jail cell 
at VBT was dirty (had someone else’s hair 
on it) and they didn’t give you enough 
food. He said he got an apple, juice, and a 

hamburger slider for one meal.
   I asked how long he was in their cell and 
he said “overnight.”
   He said he asked for his medication and 
they didn’t give it to him. Then, his wife 
brought it in and he got it.

***
   The work on the 
Dewitt, Venetian, and 
Jeanette roadways in 
Van Buren Township 
has been under way the 
last few weeks. Then, 
Sunday at about 4:15 
p.m., a church member at Trinity Episcopal 
tried to make way for another car and drove 
into a 2x2’ hole that was two feet deep on 
Venetian. It had no cones around it and so 
she didn’t know the hole was there.
   Her husband told me a driver from J&T 
Towing told them that they have been at 
the roadwork “a few times this week.”
   The road workers told the couple, “We 
didn’t think anyone would hit this” so they 
didn’t put up cones.
   J&T towed the wife’s 2014 Focus over to 
Atchinson Ford for repairs, but he thinks 
the township or contractor should pay for 
the repairs.

***
   Belleville Mayor Kerreen Conley took 
part in the New York Marathon over the 
weekend and didn’t campaign around the 
city for her mayor’s position. She won 
anyway.
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Letters
Fraternal
Order of
Eagles

HALL & PAVILION
RENTAL AVAILABLE

9961 Beck Road
Belleville, MI

Weekday and Weekend Rate
Catering Available

Bartending Service Provided

699-8836 (after 12 noon)

“I think a newspaper should be
provocative, stir ‘em up, but you can’t 
do that on television. It’s just not on.”

— Rupert Murdoch

Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Anais Nin

"Life shrinks or expands in
proportion to one's courage."
“If you want to see heroic, look at those who 

can love in return for hatred. If you want to see
the brave, look at those who can forgive.”

-- Bhagavad Gita 

“The difference between stupidity and 
genius is that genius has its limits. ”

– Albert Einstein

Pleasing You, Pleases Us

734-325-7799
Members & Qualified Guests

Belleville Family Center # 934
45476 Harris Road
Belleville, MI 48111
bellevillemoose.com

moose934@yahoo.com

Weekday & Weekend Rates
Bartending Service Provided -

Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff!

Free Wi-Fi Hotspot!

Loyal Order of Moose • Women of the Moose • Moose Legion

The Family Fraternity

Anniversary

“Democracy is worth dying for, because 
it’s the most deeply honorable form of 

government ever devised by man.”
– Ronald Reagan

We’re having a party in 
honor of Bruce Burnett
To the Editor:
     I would like to tell you about my friend 
Bruce Burnett. Three years ago I met this 
man when I needed a pole barn to be built. 
I heard talk from many of my friends that 
when Bruce builds a barn it’s not only 
completely square it is built to perfection.
   I believe that the people we meet in our 
lives are not just coincidences but are all 
a part of God’s plan for our lives. Bruce 
agreed to redo two of my barns and then 
built me a new one on our farm.
   After meeting Bruce I realized what a 
special person he was. He not only loved 
building pole barns, he would tell me how  
much he loved his family. Every day while 
he was on the job he would greet you with 
a big smile and big “Good Morning” and 
his good-byes were always “God Bless 
You.”
   This beautiful man loved life, the 
outdoors, and being a master carpenter. I 
can’t begin to tell you what an amazing 
friend he is! He would drop everything to 
come and help you.
   Our friend Bruce is suffering from a very 
rare degenerating brain disease called CJD 
and there is no cure. We are having a party 
in his honor on Saturday, Nov. 14, between 
2 and 7 p.m. at the Moose, on the corner  of 
Sumpter Road and Harris Road.
   A chicken dinner will be served at 4 p.m. 
for $10 a plate. We will also have several 
raffles. Please join us to celebrate Bruce’s 
life. Everyone is welcome to attend.
   If you are unable to attend and would like 
to donate please send your donations to Joy 
Burnett at 48761 Harris Road, Belleville, 
MI 48111 and may God bless all of you.
Linda LeBlanc
The Pumpkin Factory
Sumpter Township

Yankee Air Museum 
takes back Rosies’ record
To the Editor:
Subject: Rosie Record
   As you know, the YAM/MAF Rosies held 
an event in Willow Run Airport Hangar 1 
on Oct. 24. The purpose was to break the 
record for most Rosies in the same place 
at the same time. The original Guinness 
Record was set by our Rosies a year and a 
half ago with 776. That record was recently 
broken in California with 1,085. Our Rosies 
set about taking the record back and they 
did – demolishing the California record by 
over 1,000.  Our Rosies gathered 2,096 for 
the photo submission to Guinness Book 
of World Records. That is an unofficial 
count – Guinness will view the video and 
the photos along with other documentation 
– they will also look closely for any 
participants not correctly dressed. I expect 
that Guinness will let us know in 2-3 weeks 
what the actual count is that they approve 
for the record. But any way you look at it, 
our Rosies demolished that record today.
   Congratulations to all those who 
participated and all those from YAM 
and MAF who worked hard to make this 
happen. 
   Thanks to our Presenting Sponsors, 
Willow Run Airport, AvFlight, Yankee 
Air Museum and Michigan Aerospace 
Foundation.
    The PR and exposure this event brought 
to the Save The Bomber Plant project, 
Willow Run Airport, YAM and MAF was 
tremendous. 
   Besides bringing over 2,000 women 
and girls together for this record-breaking 
gathering, we had over 40 “Original” 
Rosies in attendance, many of whom 
actually worked in the Willow Run Bomber 
Plant during WWII. 
   And an added, unexpected record – We 
must have set a new record for the number 
of cars parked in the Willow Run Airport 
parking lot. It was overflowing. It must be 
obvious there have not been this many cars 
parked at Willow Run since 1965 which 
was when the airlines left Willow Run, 
moving to Metro Airport. I think we might 
try to look at some photos and estimate 
how many cars were in that parking lot to 
go along with the Rosie Record.
Dennis Norton
Founder Yankee Air Museum
President Michigan Aerospace Foundation

   Nov. 3 -- Ron and Tina Pyzik, 21 years
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EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
152 Main St., Ste. 11, Belleville, MI 48111
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Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!
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Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 6:30pm • Children/Teen/College & Career - 7:00pm
                         Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:15pm (Fall through Spring)
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

JOIN US AT OUR SANDHILL CRANE WINE
TASTING FUNDRAISER NOVEMBER 15!

Hoffman
(continued from page 3)

WE’RE A/C & TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS!

Thurs. Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
Phone (734) 699-6147   Cell (734) 740-1910

LIBERTY GOSPEL CHURCH
105 N. LIBERTY, BELLEVILLE

Worship in
Spirit & Truth.

HTTP://LIBERTYGOSPELCHURCH.ORG

Sunday Worship  - 10 a.m.
Read John 3:16 & Acts 2:4
Pastor Bernie Travis

PORTABLE TOILETS • SEPTIC CLEANING
LUXURY RESTROOM TRAILERS

For All Outdoor Activities

www.ParkwayServices.netOffice: (734) 482-7633 Fax: (734) 482-7632

Golf Courses
Graduations

Picnics
Construction Sites

OPEN ARMS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & DAYCARE

7865 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 699-5000

9 a.m. Adult Bible Class  10 a.m. Worship
www.openarmscenter.com

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

(734) 699-3185

Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych today at 734-699-9020

and make this spot yours.
Be sure to ask him about our buy 

3 ads, get 1 free promotion!

This Spot is Reserved
For Your Business Card!

Affordable Veterinary Clinic
COME CELEBRATE OUR

1 YEAR ANNIVERSARY IN 
OUR NEW LOCATION!

JOIN US THE WEEK OF NOVEMBER 9-14
FOR A LOW-COST VACCINE CLINIC.

304 E. Columbia Ave.
In The New Davenport Plaza

Call (734) 699-3800

409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 697-1211

▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
stanthonybelleville.weconnect.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

PAM,S HOUSEKEEPING
Serving Belleville Since 1993

PAM KUZIAK
Owner/Operator

Residential & Light Commercial

“CALL TODAY FOR YOUR FREE ESTIMATE”

(734) 389-9500 or (734) 637-7116 (C)

work together like we have been working 
together.”
   Hoffman said one of the departments said 
it had appointments that day and couldn’t 
call them to tell them that the hall was 
closed.
   “I said I would stay there,” Hoffman said. 
“For some reason we want to be slapped in 
the face. I didn’t know if they were going 
to shut it down completely, or not.” He said 
he thought the flag should be raised the 
next day and now he hears it’s supposed to 
be down for 30 days.
   Hoffman said Trustee Peggy Morgan 
should have come to his office to discuss 
it if she had a problem with him instead 
of writing a letter and “grandstanding at a 
board meeting.”
   He said there is always nit-picking and if 
she had a problem she should have come 
to him.
   “I don’t think this is lady-like,” Hoffman 
said to Trustee Morgan.
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More Obituaries
on pages 8

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager   Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

James L. Higgerson / Manager           Beverly E. Neal / Director

HIGGERSON & NEAL
Funeral Home

Roberts Brothers Chapel

209 Main St. Belleville, MI 48111

(734) 697-9400

Professional, Affordable
Full Service Funeral Home

www.hnfhome.com
Continuing an 83 year Belleville Tradition Since 1932

Ypsilanti
(734) 482-6000
Sumpter Twp.

(734) 699-6000
www.janowiakfuneralhome.com

Simplified Cremation
$1,695

Includes arrangement conference, 
local transportation, crematory, 

cremation container, website 
obituary and video tribute.

Does not include medical examiner
cremation fee, taxes, or 

certified death certificates.

Let Us Help.

Lee Allen Targgart

LEE A. TARGGART
(September 2, 1944 – October 27, 2015)
Lee Allen Targgart, age 71, of Ann Arbor, 
MI, passed away Tuesday, October 27, 2015 
at University Hospitals, Ann Arbor, MI. He 
was born September 23, 1944 in Jackson, MI, 
son of Clarence L. & Adeline Evelyn (White) 
Targgart.
After graduating high school, Lee continued 
his education at Western Michigan University 
and received a Bachelor’s of Business 
Administration. He proudly served his country 
in the U.S. Army Reserves. Lee was the former 
owner of Michigan Center Ace hardware store 
and was a Rotary member in Michigan Center 
for many years. He was also the owner of 
Sumpter Ace Hardware. Work was his passion! 
He enjoyed hunting for and selling golf balls, 
cars, jig saw puzzles, coin and baseball card 
collecting, and was a big U of M football fan. 
His greatest joy was spending time with his 
grandchildren.
Mr. Targgart is survived by his loving wife 
of 45 years, Janet M. (Sparks) Targgart of 
Ann Arbor; son Chris (Melissa) Targgart of 
Franklin, Tennessee; daughter Jina (Tim) 
Grablick of Saline, MI; 9 grandchildren; brother 
Larry Kenneth (Carrol) Targgart of Kalamazoo, 
MI; sister Kathleen Wojcik of Huntington 
Beach, California; his mother-in-law Betty 
Gulley of South Haven, MI; two sisters-in-
law Sissie (Tim) Nicholson & Barbara (Wally) 
MacQuarrie, of Michigan & 1 brother-in-law, 
Earl Gulley of Indiana, also numerous nieces, 
nephews and friends. He was preceded in death 
by his parents.
A gathering was held Friday, October 30, 2015 
3-8 PM with a 7:00 PM Time for Sharing 
Service at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 
460 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 48111, 
(734) 697-4455. Interment was in Roselawn 
Cemetery, Jackson, MI.
Memorial contributions may be made to ALS 
(Lou Gehrig’s Disease) and would be greatly 
appreciated. Please sign his on-line guest book 
and share a story for his family to cherish at 
www.davidcbrownfh.com .

LORRAINE KEDROSKE
(December 15, 1931 – November 1, 2015)
Age 83, of Sumpter Township.
Lorraine is the beloved wife of the late 
Frederick (d. 2001); loving mother of Karen 
(Steve) Robinson, Fred Jr., Gary, Kevin (Kathy) 
Mark (Kim) and Eric (Beth) Kedroske; 13 
grandchildren; one great-grandchild; and three 
siblings Jonie, Patty and Odilia. Mrs. Kedroske 
is also survived by many loving family and 
friends.
A longtime resident of Sumpter Township, 
Lorraine was an active parishioner of St. 
Anthony’s Church, Belleville, where she 
enjoyed Bible study. She also loved cooking, 
canning and farming.
A funeral service will be held at 11:00 AM 
Thursday, November 5, 2015 at the David C. 
Brown Funeral Home, Belleville. The Kedroske 
family will receive guests one hour prior to the 
funeral service.
Interment will follow at St. Joseph’s Cemetery, 
Whittaker, MI.
Visiting hours were held Wednesday from 2 
until 8 PM. The rosary was prayed at 7:30 PM.

Lorraine Kedroske

TALBERT SMITH, JR.
(October 22, 1948 – November 1, 2015)
Age 67, of Sumpter Township.
Talbert is the loving husband of Lillian Jean 
(Wallman) Smith for 45 wonderful years; dear 
father of Jeffery (Tammy) and Larry (Stefanie); 
proud grandfather of Drake, Joseph Talbert, 
Larry Jr. and Cole. Talbert is also survived by 
his siblings, Connie Moore, Linda (Raney) 
Hamilton, Cliff (Darlene) Payne and Gordon 
(Doris) White; and many loving family and 
friends. Sadly, he is preceded in death by his 
parents, Talbert Sr. and Betty Smith; sister Ann 
Norton.
Born in Ulysses, Kentucky on October 22, 
1948, he moved to Michigan and was a 50-
year resident of Sumpter Township. He enjoyed 
bluegrass music and old western movies on 
television. But the times he enjoyed the most 
was being with his grandsons.
A funeral service was held noon Tuesday, 
November 3, at St. Mark’s Lutheran Church, 
1515 S. Harris, Ypsilanti. The Smith family 
received guests one hour prior to the service.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may 
be directed to the Smith family.
David C. Brown Funeral Home, Belleville.

Talbert Smith, Jr.

Used Book sale is this 
Saturday at Belleville 
Area District Library
   Friends of the Belleville Area Distriuct 
Library are putting on their regular Used 
Book Sale from noon to 3 p.m. Saturday, 
Nov. 7, at the library, 167 Fourth Street.
   Members of the Friends’ group are 
admitted at 11 a.m. and the public can get 
Friends’ membership at the door.
   For more information, call the library at 
(734) 699-3291.
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YOUR SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY!

BAI

Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm • Saturday  9am - 1pm

DISC BRAKE SPECIAL
PREMIUM PADS & ROTORS, INCLUDES 
LABOR, STARTING AT $225 OR LESS!

Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-15

W. Columbia Ave. E. Columbia Ave.
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WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-15

FREE FRONT END
INSPECTION 

$3999
BAI BAI

HEATER 
CORE FLUSH Plus

Coolant

10% OFF
LABOR OVER $100

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-15

Obituaries

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

10% OFF

HOURS
MON.-THURS. 11AM-10PM

FRI. 11AM - 11PM
SAT. 12PM-11PM
SUN. 12PM-10PM

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $9.50
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $6.75 - $7.25

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

DINE-IN OR CARRY OUT
Chinese & American Food

BUDWEISER BOTTLES - $2, WINE AVAILABLE!

CHINA KING COUPON
COUPON EXPIRES NOVEMBER 30, 2015

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

• SEWING

• ALTERING

• MENDING

Una’s Golden
Thread Shoppe

(734) 753-5873

DOREEN JUNE CRAVEN
(September 16, 1931 – October 31, 2015)
Doreen June Craven, age 84, of Van Buren 
Township, MI, passed away Saturday, October 
31, 2015 at her home. She was born September 
16, 1931 in Windsor, Canada, daughter of 
Walter & Margaret (Branch) Powser.
She moved to southwest Detroit, MI when 
she was 3 years old. She attended Detroit’s 
Western High School. She married George 
August 12, 1949 and started married life in 
Detroit. They lived in Newport News, Virginia 
in 1952 when George was drafted into the 
Army during the Korean War. They returned 
to Detroit in 1954. They resumed life as a 
couple and were blessed with Diane and David.  
Mrs. Craven helped build the present family 
home in 1962 and moved to Belleville, MI, where 
James and Patricia rounded out their family.  
Doreen enrolled in Eastern Michigan 
University, and was shortly after elected Van 
Buren Township Clerk, in 1976. In 1979, the 
Township Board, including Doreen, opposed 
a county court ruling that landed them in an 
article in Time magazine. Mrs. Craven really 
enjoyed politics and government. She retired 
as the City of Belleville building department 
secretary in 1996.
She loved being a stay-at-home mom and taking 
care of her family. She enjoyed fishing, skiing, 
golf, and sewing infant quilts for donation in 
the local cancer charity drives. She also donated 
blood to the American Red Cross several times 
over the years.
Doreen is the beloved wife of George L. Craven 
for 66 wonderful years. She is also survived 
by four children; Diane (Art) Joslin, David 
(Brenda) Craven, James (Angie) Craven and 
Patricia (Paul Bassett) Craven, 9 grandchildren, 
one great-grandchild, a brother William Powser, 
also many other loving family and friends.
A memorial visitation has been arranged for 
Friday, November 6 from 2 until 8 PM at David 
C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River 
Dr., Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 697-4500. 

Doreen June Craven

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At its joint meeting with the city council 
on Oct. 21, the Belleville Downtown 
Development Authority voted to continue 
its outdoor sculpture program next 
summer.
   The program through the Midwest 
Sculpture Initiative has gone up in cost 
because the six minimum sculptures 
offered for lease for a year has gone up to 
eight. The $500 initial fee to be a part of 
next year’s program is due by the first of 
November.
  DDA Coordinator Carol Thompson said 
the DDA asked if former supporters would 
continue and half were willing. She said 
the Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce 
agreed to increase its financial support.
   Thompson said that Belleville Mayor 
Kerreen Conley has received a pledge of 
$1,000 from a city resident.
   Also, the Van Buren Township DDA 
said it could do one or two sculptures on 
Belleville Road as part of its program. 
Thompson said Belleville could then have 
its sculpture walk for all seven or eight 
sculptures.
   “If I was emotional, I’d cry,” said DDA 
treasurer Sabrian Richardson-Williams. 
“I’m overwhelmed that a regular resident 
would want to donate $1,000 … and then 
the partnerships.”
   The cost for next year’s sculpture project 
is estimated at $12,000-$13,000.
   Thompson said she also is in the process 
of filling out the application for the Detroit 
Institute of Arts’ free Inside Out project that 
the city had in the past, so Belleville could 
have those outdoor paintings in place, too, 
next summer.
   In other business at the joint meeting, 
the group:
   • Discussed the DDA’s planned use of 
Tax Increment Financing funds through 
2035. DDA chairperson Rosemary Loria 
said Belleville can’t sit back and wait for 
people to come to it, and needs marketing. 
DDA member Gary Snarski said Belleville 
needs to look at what Van Buren Township 
has done in the last 10 years. “They used 
to call us their downtown. They no longer 
do that,” he said. Loria said she would like 

Belleville DDA decides to get more outside sculptures next year
parks to be cleaned up and beautified, but 
marketing and development are going to 
be the priorities. Thompson said the draft 
plan for DDA TIF use will be brought to 
the DDA in November for discussion and 
then sent on the city council;
   • Heard Van Buren Public Schools Board 
of Education Trustee Allison Bennett give a 
pitch for the .5 mill Sinking Fund question 
on the Nov. 3 election ballot;
   • Heard Loria say the canoe/kayak launch 
needs to be winterized. The metal parts will 
have to be taken out and stored at the DPW 
yard for the winter. They plan to have the 
professional who installed the launch do 
the work, but they have yet to get a price;
   • Heard Snarski say the DDA and council 
needed more joint meetings like this to 
discuss the city, possibly twice a year rather 
than once a year. “What most want is more 
development in this town,” he said; and
   • Heard Mayoral candidate Phil Miller 
say Belleville is technically a “food desert” 
since there are no grocery stores within a 
mile of most residences. “We have to focus 
on getting a grocer in here,” he said, noting 
everyone sees people walking to Belleville 
Road to get groceries. He said 4,000 
people live in one square mile and there’s 
no groceries. He criticized ordinances that 
have become impediments to developers. 
“I’ll defend the DDA,” said Mayor Pro Tem 
Jack Loria, noting the DDA came close to 
having a good development in town that 

was turned down by residents, referring to 
the Kroger project.

Birthdays
   Nov. 2 – Bunny Erhart
   Nov. 6 – Maureen Papin, Mary Ann 
Bitner
   Nov. 8 – Mary Thacker
   Nov. 11 – Alyssa Johnson, Joey Johnson
   Nov. 12 – Debbie Wisniewski
   Nov. 15 – Beverly Neal
   Nov. 16 – Pete LaFramboise, Joshua 
Burger-Whitt
   Nov. 17 – Linnie Griffin
   Nov. 18 – Richard Estermyer, Pat 
Berkamp
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FALL MUMS
$5.95 Each or 5 for $25

PUMPKINS & GOURDS

FRESH CUT FLOWERS

FALL CEMETERY CONES

GRAVE BLANKETS 
& WREATHS

Call (734) 697-1765
All Credit Cards Accepted.
Open: M-F 9-6, Saturday 9-4

10501 Haggerty Road
Belleville, MI 48111

(734) 697-1765

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse 

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

 

 

Email us at miflower@sbcglobal.net
www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

Shop at Your  
Local Certified  

Floral Designers! 
Large selection of Fresh Flowers

BEAUTIFUL
MICHIGAN GLADS

10 STEM BUNCH ONLY
$3.99

ALL PERENNIALS Half Off!

GARDEN FANTASY
10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

 

 

Email us at miflower@sbcglobal.net
www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

Shop at Your  
Local Certified  

Floral Designers! 
Large selection of Fresh Flowers

BEAUTIFUL
MICHIGAN GLADS

10 STEM BUNCH ONLY
$3.99

ALL PERENNIALS Half Off!

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand
Opening!

$5.00 Off Fresh Flower Purchase 
of $25 or more! (Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

38th

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

$5.00 Off Fresh Flower Purchase 
of $25 or more! (Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

$5.00 Off Fresh Flower Purchase 
of $25 or more! (Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Greenhouse

11900 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111
(Christian Education Building)

Cost is $7.00 for adults and $3.50 for children 5-12, under 5 free.
Come join us for a delicious salad luncheon complete with dessert, coffee or tea.

CRAFTS • BAKED GOODS • RAFFLE
Sponsored by the Belleville Presbyterian Women’s Association

734-697-8687

Saturday, November 7, 2015   11:00 AM – 3:00 PM

On Oct. 24, Congresswoman Debbie Dingell, MI-12, joined about 2,090 women and girls at the Willow Run Airport in Ypsilanti to 
reclaim the Guinness World Record for the largest number of Rosie the Riveters together in one place since World War II. While the 
record must be authenticated before being made official, the gathering appears to have almost doubled the record of 1,084 Rosies set 
earlier this year in California. “This afternoon was incredible with women of all generations and various members of the community 
coming together to bring our record home,” said Dingell. “With more than 45 original Rosies in attendance, it was an opportunity 
to celebrate the iconic women who changed the course of history and continue to inspire each of us every day. It was about coming 
together as a community, preserving our history in Michigan, and passing it on to future generations. Today, we are all prouder than 
ever of the incredible story we represent.” 

   Van Buren Township Supervisor Linda 
Combs sent out a memo to township 
employees on Thursday saying she was 
taking a leave of absence from her office 
until the first of the year. Friday was her 
last day in the office.
  On Friday, Supervisor Combs told the 
Independent that she is taking the eight-
week break for family reasons. She said 
her husband’s health is  not good and she 
needs to be by his side.
   Combs emphasized she would have her 
tablet with her and would be getting emails, 

VBT Supervisor Linda Combs takes 
leave of absence from her office

telephone calls, and be in touch with the 
office. She will be attending meetings and 
would be working from home.
   Combs and  her husband Oakie live just a 
few blocks from township hall.
   The other two full-time elected officials 
at the township, Clerk Leon Wright and 
Treasurer Sharry Budd, will fill in when 
necessary.
   “Thank you to everyone for the prayers 
and concern,” Combs said in her letter to 
employees.

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!
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More Letters

BREAKFAST SPECIALS

MONDAY - FRIDAY
6am - 11am

Starting at only $2.49

Hours:
Monday - Saturday  6am – 10pm

 Sunday  7am – 9pm

734-697-1000
9624 Belleville Rd.

Belleville, MI

www.leosconeyisland.com With Beverage Purchase
No Coupon Needed!

$200

OFF
Your Entire Bill

of $20 or More
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

10%
OFF

Your Entire Bill
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

D A I L Y  D I N N E R  S P E C I A L S     
SUNDAY -- TURKEY DINNER OR
                    POT ROAST
MONDAY -- GERMAN PORK WITH
                     POTATOES & SAUERKRAUT
TUESDAY -- BURGER NIGHT
WEDNESDAY -- ITALIAN NIGHT
THURSDAY -- SWEET & SOUR STIR FRY
                            OR POLISH SAUSAGE
FRIDAY -- FISH NIGHT
SATURDAY -- CHEF’S CHOICE

OUR EVERYDAY SPECIALS

PULLED PORK DINNER -- $899

HALF BAKED CHICKEN -- $1099

BABY BACK RIBS --
    FULL $1799   HALF $1399

–– MONDAYS ––
ENJOY OUR CLOWN,

FACE PAINTING &
BALLOONS  6-8PM

UNTIL
9 P.M.

Or phan of 
the Week

Friends of Michigan 
Animals Rescue

Come meet Romeo and let 
this adorable lover steal your 
heart away! He’s a 2 year and 4 
month old Doberman Pinscher 
mix that quickly showed us 
he was a lover by greeting 
his neighbor pup through the 
kennels with a kiss rather than 
growl. His playful, affectionate 
and energetic personality is 
irresistibly fun and you’ll find it 
hard to not fall head over heels 
in love with him. Romeo loves 
being with people and can’t 
wait to take a walk, run or play 
his favorite game of energetic 
fetch with you. His happy attack 
pounce on tennis balls will have 
you grinning ear to ear. He’s 
also very fond of belly rubs 
once he’s tired out from all the 
fun. Romeo’s doggie manners 
are pretty good but he can get 
over-excited and forget himself 
needing firm and consistent 
correcting to get back on track. 
Some training once in his fur-
ever home is recommended to 
help start things off on the right 
paw. He’s also great with cats. 
If his lovable, fun personality 
doesn’t win you over his looks 
will do the trick. His brown and 
white coat is short and easy 
to care for and his chocolate 
brown eyes and small ears with 
tufts of wispy hair are downright 
adorable. Wonder no more 
where your Romeo might be 
because he’s right here waiting 
for you. Romeo is neutered, 
vaccinated and micro-chipped. 
Call Friends of Michigan Animals 
Rescue at 734 461-9458 or visit 
our website fmar1.org for more 
information. Call Friends of 
Michigan Animals Rescue 
at 734-461-9458 or visit our 
website fmar1.org for more 
information.

“ROMEO”

Belleville Wrestling Club 
registration
To the Editor:
RE: Belleville Wrestling Club registration 
ends Nov. 10, 2015.
   Registration is open to all boys and girls 
in grades K through 8 interested in joining 
the Belleville Wrestling Club (BWC), a 
program that is intended to teach children 
the basic fundamentals of folkstyle 
wrestling, as well as intermediate and 
advanced techniques for those who have 
a strong desire to improve upon the skills 
they already possess.
   Practices are held every Tuesday and 
Thursday in the Belleville High School 
Wrestling Room starting on Nov. 3 from 
6:30 to 8 p.m. Cost for first-year wrestlers 
in $125 ($75 membership + $50 uniform 
fees), discounts are available for siblings.
   You’ve seen us wrestle in the streets of 
downtown Belleville during the Strawberry 
Festival Parade. Now it’s time to join the 
BWC and get in shape for the upcoming 
youth season which runs through the end 
of March.
   Weekend tournaments provide your 
wrestler with the opportunity to compete 
against children in the area of the same age 
group, skill level and weight class.
In our brief five-year history we have:
   • Trained over 160 boys and girls how to 
wrestle, some of which are now wrestling at 
the middle school and high school levels.
   • Competed in out of state and national 
tournaments.
   • Won two team trophies at area tournaments. 
   • Hosted four tournaments at Belleville 
High School.
   • Had 44 state qualifiers, 13 of which 
placed in the top eight.
   • Had our first state champion crowned 
in 2015.
   The BWC operates as a member club 

of the statewide organization Michigan 
Youth Wrestling Association (MYWA), 
and also affiliated with the National 
United Wrestling Association for Youth 
(NUWAY).These organizations provide a 
system in which the BWC is able to further 
the education and training of its members 
and allows them to compete among their 
peers in local, state and national events.
   We typically have a 1:7 coach to child ratio 
in practice which helps us to give every 
wrestler in our room the attention they need 

to become not only a great wrestler, but also 
have respect for self and others, confidence, 
discipline, leadership, responsibility and of 
course, sportsmanship.
   More information on the BWC 
can be found at  www.eteamz.com/
bellevillewrestling, on our Facebook page 
www.facebook.com/BellevilleWC or email 
us at bellevillewrestling@yahoo.com .
 
Jim Majewski, president
Belleville Wrestling Club
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Lease This Brand 
New 3 Bedroom,

2 Bathroom
2015 Hart Home
For As Little As

$860/Month!
Call Rich Miller

734-699-2233
Email:

rmiller@fourleafprop.com

55 Plus
Adult/Senior
Community

(Pets Welcome)

Other homes to choose from. Visit www.fourleafprop.com 
Belle Villa Lakes

955 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

November 21, 2015
9:00 am – 4:00 pm

Contact Darlene @ 734-699-0649 or Diane 
@ 734-904-7729 For Table Reservations.
$25.00 - 8 FT Table / $20.00 - 5 FT Table

Juried Only – No Direct Sales
or Coupon Vendors.

Presented by Women of the Moose 1135
Belleville Moose Lodge Family Center 934

45476 Harris Road, Belleville

ATTENTION: ARTISANS/CRAFTERS
FALL CRAFT SHOW

$10,000

$4,740

Respectifully Yours,
Boy Scout Troop 793

TRAILER FUND RAISER
Boy Scout Troop 793 has a large equipment trailer that we use to go to 
and from outings and campouts and it’s time to upgrade our trailer to 
continue serving our needs. We currently have a trailer that is sixteen 
years old and has ten thousand miles on it and it would cost us $3,000 
dollars to upgrade it and that does not include the safety issues that 
come with a trailer that old. The cost for a new trailer and to reequip 
to what we have now will be $10,000 dollars. Currently we have raised 
$4,740 dollars. A new trailer will significantly upgrade our transportation 
services and will help us to continue to provide a quality program for 
the boys. Your donation will be greatly appreciated and we thank you
for any support you can give us. Please mail all donations to:

BOY SCOUT TROOP 793
409 WEST COLUMBIA
BELLEVILLE, MICHIGAN 48111

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The usual procedure is to wait at least two 
weeks after a preliminary site plan approval 
for a final site plan approval for the Van 
Buren Township Planning Commission.
   But at the Oct. 28 planning commission 
meeting, commissioners unanimously 
approved jumping right to final site plan 
for Craig Atchinson who said he was under 
pressure from the Ford Motor Company 
to get his new car sales building at 9800 
Belleville Road upgraded.
   Sally Hodges, the commission’s planning 
consultant, had recommended preliminary 
site plan approval, after some details were 
attended to in Atchinson’s plans.
   Architect Wayde Hoppe, who lives in Van 
Buren Township, presented the plans for the 
building.
   He told the commission that in March 2014, 
they began to bring in the Ford Land plans 

VBT Planners jump a step to facilitate plans for Atchinson Ford
for a proposed addition that would make the 
new car area 50% bigger. But that would 
trigger the Wayne County requirement for 
storm water management on site.
   Atchinson would have to put in an 
underground basin, which would be costly, 
or a large pond. They needed that area for 
parking cars. Ford wants all its buildings to 
look alike, Hoppe said.
   Atchinson decided to wait for the VBT 
Downtown Development Authority’s 
proposed regional pond and they waited 
about a year. Hoppe said with the change in 
administration at Wayne County the regional 
pond is on hold.
   The agreement with Ford will expire if 
something isn’t done immediately, Hoppe 
said. The decision was made to scale back 
the size of the addition so the pond is no 
longer a requirement.
   He said he and Ford Motor began a long 
journey on design on how to get the Ford 
look on the building and still get what the 
township wants.
   Hoppe said Ford wanted all existing brick 
covered with  corrugated metal painted dark 
grey, but he pushed for natural stone and 
they agreed on a thin sandstone or limestone 
bonded to aluminum backing and hung on 
the side of the  building.
   They will be taking the brick off the face 
of the south side and replacing it with a new 
brick that will blend in but is not exactly the 
same brick.
   “We’re not putting on an addition, just a 
new look on the building,” Hoppe said.

   Hodges pushed for Atchinson to work with 
the condo area to the west of the property to 
have trees or shrubs put in on the residential 
side, since Atchinson’s blacktop goes right 
up to the property line. She said since it 
adjoins the residential area it should be 
buffered.
   Hoppe said 34 trees have already been 
planted along the property line with 10 
fairly mature. He said the condos have their 
retention pond there.
   He said Atchinson has a problem with 
vandalism and people hide along the fence 
and then go through the car wash or the 
shopping center to vandalize cars.
   “We don’t want to make it difficult,” said 
Treasurer Sharry Budd. “I’m good with 
letting it just wait.”
   Hodges said they haven’t had new plans 
to review.
   Hoppe said Ford is pushing for action and 
they are already a year past due. Ford wants 
an assured date of completion by next fall. 
Construction can begin in November.
   “They are pushing me,” Atchinson said. “It 
was supposed to be done by now and they 
are done extending me. I signed a letter of 
intent.”
   VBT Director of Planning and Economic 
Development Ron Akers said engineer Dave 
Nummer from Wade Trim said there were 
no engineering problems.
   Akers also said the zoning ordinance would 

allow the commission to give final site plan 
approval immediately.
   Commissioner Don Boynton made the 
motion to grant final site plan approval with 
conditions outlined by Hodges, as well as 
eliminating the requirement for residential 
buffering and other items. The motion was 
seconded by Commissioner Bryon Kelley 
and passed unanimously by the commission. 
Commissioners Bob McKenna and Joan 
Franzoi were absent.
   Dealership owner Atchinson, architect 
Hoppe, and contractor Harlan Davenport 
left the meeting wearing big smiles.
   In other business at the Oct. 28 meeting, 
the commission:
   • Approved the meeting schedule for 
2016;
   • Approved minor revisions to the 
commission’s by laws; and
   • Was informed by Akers that he 
administratively approved two businesses: 
T-Rex Arms, 44800 I-94 North Service 
Drive, an indoor shooting range using an 
existing building, and Purewater Properties, 
12300 Haggerty Road. This is a warehouse 
use where a vacant industrial building has 
been purchased and the new owner is using it 
to store equipment from his offsite business. 
All storage is indoors and the applicant is 
working to fix the property up and bring it to 
current zoning ordinance standards.



Page 12� Belleville Area Independent/November 5, 2015November 5, 2015/Belleville Area Independent� Page 13

THE BELLEVILLE INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS CREDIT CARDS!

(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE 
INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS 
CREDIT CARDS!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS CREDIT CARDS!

(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE 
INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS 
CREDIT CARDS!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE
INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS

CREDIT CARDS!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE
INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS

CREDIT CARDS!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE
INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS 
CREDIT CARDS!

(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE
INDEPENDENT NOW ACCEPTS 

CREDIT CARDS!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE
INDEPENDENT NOW ACCEPTS 

CREDIT CARDS!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS CREDIT CARDS!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

THE BELLEVILLE INDEPENDENT
NOW ACCEPTS CREDIT CARDS!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

To build a better world, start in your own community!

Willis Feed Mill
10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan

(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

We Carry A Large Variety 
Of Deer & Wildlife

Feed & Bait!
     We also carry...
Ø Dog and Cat Food
Ø Wild Bird Seed, Squirrel Food
Ø Certified Organic Feeds
Ø Horse and Livestock Feed
Ø Hay and Straw
Ø Country Crafts

LIKE US ON

Breakfast Special
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

With Beverage Purchase

2 Eggs, Sausage or Bacon,
Hashbrowns & Toast....................$1.99

(No Substitutions)

734-699-9070
19350 Sumpter Road • Next to Ace Hardware

Serving
8am

Open 6 Days
a Week

at 8am
Closed

Mondays

DAILY DINE-IN SPECIALS
Beverage Purchase Required for Each Meal. No Coupon Necessary. 4pm to 9pm.

ANY TWO FOR $15.00
11am to Close - Beverage Purchase Required for Each Meal - Dine In Only

Above Includes Cup of Soup or Salad, Potato or Rice & Nuggets

FRIDAY
All You
Can Eat

SATURDAY
1 lb.

Crab Legs

$999

FREE WI-FI

$599

Everyday Special
Large Pizza

with 2 Items

Only

SUNDAY
1/2 Price

Pizza

TUESDAY
Slab of Ribs
Choice of Potato & Salad

$1199

WEDNESDAY
4 pc. Broasted 

Chicken
$649

THURSDAY
Surf & Turf

$1199

$799

“Come out to the country where prices are cheaper!”

SUMPTER’S AFFORDABLE
AUTO REPAIR

25891 SUMPTER RD.
(734) 699-7450

BRAKES
From $180*

(*Most Cars)

Includes
Pads &
Rotors

Used Tires From $30
Includes Mount, Balance & Install.

Sizes 13” – 18” In Stock!

Honoring Downing
Edward Downing, who was music director 
at Belleville High School from the fall 
of 1961 to spring of 1968, was honored 
by a large crowd of former students at a 
Belleville Band Reunion recently at JT’s 
Pub & Grub in Van Buren Township. 
After leaving BHS Downing went on to 
serve as director of Interlochen. He was 
greeted warmly by his former students, 
who joked that he was slightly late for the 
5 p.m. gathering and he would never have 
allowed them to be late for practice. But 
they forgave him when he walked in with 
his wife. The party was arranged by Peggy 
Curtis.

VBT updating Master 
Plan for Parks/Rec., 
needs your input
   The Van Buren Charter Township and 
the Parks and Recreation Department are 
updating the Master Plan for its parks and 
recreation system, which will help guide 
developments and improvements over the 
next five years (2016-2021).
   The Township is gathering input from the 
community, interested public and users of 
the parks and recreation system through an 
on-line survey. We invite you to take the 
survey (which will take about 10 minutes), 
to provide your feedback on the township’s 
parks and recreation facilities, programs, 
and services, as well as to comment on 
any improvements or new initiatives you 
would like to see in the future.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/9R5JBJ2
   The survey will remain open through 
Wednesday, Nov. 25, 2015.   If you have 
any questions, contact the Van Buren Parks 
and Recreation Department at (734) 699-
8921. 

Women needing help 
should call First Step
at 1-888-453-5900
 

   Women and children needing safety and 
a place to stay are invited to call First Step 
toll-free at the 24-hour Help Line: 1-888-
453-5900.
   Amy Youngquist of First Step said all 
their services are free and they provide 
shelter to women and children for 90 days 
to a year. She said they just added a new 
playground for the children.
   The website says First Step envisions a 
community where respect, fair treatment, 
comprehensive support, and social justice 
are available to all survivors of domestic 
and sexual assault and their families. 
   The mission of First Step is to eliminate 
both domestic and sexual violence and 
to provide comprehensive services to 
individuals and families impacted by these 
crimes.
   For more information, call by telephone 
or see firststep-mi.org .
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Things to do in the
Belleville area...

with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

A+ Rating with
YOUR HEATING & COOLING FAMILY

For Free Estimates, Call
(313) 381-2800

20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 37 YEARS!

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

DOUGLAS CARPETS
MILL OUTLET

Professional Installation Of Quality Carpeting,
Laminate Wood Flooring, And No-Wax Vinyl.

We Sell Shaw, Mohawk, and Beaulieu Carpet.

New For 2016 – Armstrong
Luxury Vinyl – Now In Stock!

Alloc Laminate Flooring
Is Back In Stock!

240 MAIN STREET
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

(734) 697-9137
“Celebrating Over 36 Years”

They’re reading the Independent
everywhere

   Les Neinas and Linda Luke-Neinas read their Independent on the Omaha Landing 
Beach in Normandy. The couple took a river cruise in France in late September.  The 
highpoint of the trip was visiting this beach and the American Cemetery.
   You, too, are invited to submit a photo of you reading the Independent in an exotic 
location. Please include the name and address of the person you wish to get the free 
subscription when it is printed. Include your phone number if you want us to let you 
know just before goes in the paper. A person may use this offer to get a total of two 
free subscriptions – and no more.
   If you aren’t going to an exotic location, just send us $30 for postage to an address inside 
Michigan or $35 out of state, and we’ll provide mail delivery of the Independent so you won’t 
miss a single, exciting issue.

Crafted Modern Handmade gift 
store on East Columbia Ave. in the new 
Davenport strip mall is celebrating its one-
year anniversary this Friday and Saturday 
with free donuts and cider, prizes and 
giveaways, food and refreshments, make 
‘n’ take crafts for kids and free gifts with 
purchases. Owner Carmen Stovall opened 
with just over 20 Michigan Artists with 
works for sale in her store and today she 
has over 70 artists and artworks. Call (734) 
363-3531. 

***

  The Belleville Area Council for the Arts’ 
Community Art Show is this week end. A 
reception and meet-the-artists event is from 
7 to 9 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 6, at the BYC, 
831 East Huron River Drive, Belleville. 
The show continues Saturday and Sunday, 
Nov. 7-8, with hours 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. on 
Saturday and 11 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Sunday. 
Admission is free. Call (734) 347-0430.                          

***
   The Yankee Air Museum is holding 
its Historic Presentation Night on 
Wednesday, Nov. 11, at 7:30 p.m. inside the 
General Purpose Room at the museum’s 
headquarters at Willow Run Airport. The 
free program will feature Steven Mrozek 
on the WWII Battlefields of Europe to 
include D-Day Beaches, Operation Market-
Garden, and the Battle of the Bulge. Mrozek 
became the first National Historian for the 
82nd Airborne Division Association. He 

retired from a 26-year career in the Army, 
which included service in Afghanistan and 
the Middle East. Call (734) 483-4030. 

***
   Guiding Harbor of Belleville will 
be holding its 30th Annual Girlstown 
Auction this Saturday, Nov. 7, at the 
Andiamo Restaurant of Dearborn, 
beginning at 4 p.m. with registration, 
followed by the silent auction until 7:30 
p.m. Dinner and live auction will follow. 
Tickets are $75 and will include dinner, 
raffles, and music. For info, call Linda 
Clayton at (734) 355-2914.

***
   Bellevilla Lake, a 55-plus adult/senior 
community located at 955 Sumpter Road, 
is offering great deals on leases within their 
manufactured home community. See their 
ad in today’s paper and call Rich Miller 
at (734) 699-2233 for info and visit www.
fourleafpro.com . 

***
  Congratulations to the folks at Yankee 
Air Museum who put together a group 
of 2,096 Rosie the Riveters in an attempt 
to break the Guinness Book of World 
Records for the most Rosies at one location 
on Oct. 24, held at the Hangar 1 at Willow 
Run Airport. The event was photographed 
and documented and once verified by 
Guinness, the record will be reclaimed 
from a California group, who beat the 
YAF’s record a year and a half ago with 
776. The YAF’s latest attempt included 40 
original Rosies in attendance who actually 

worked at the Bomber Plant during WWII. 
Museum officials expect to hear back from 
Guinness in a few weeks. Cool!

   • Friday, Nov. 6 – Potato Pancake Supper, 
4:30- 7 p.m., St. John’s Lutheran Church, 
28320 Waltz Rd., Waltz. No wait for carry 
outs. Sponsored by St. John’s Ladies 
Aid/LWML. $10 donation for adults, $4 
donation for children 6-12, children 5 and 
under are free.
   • Friday, Nov. 6 and Saturday, Nov. 
7 – Annual Sumpter Senior Craft Show to 
earn funds for the seniors’ Christmas party. 
At community center, 23501 Sumpter 
Road, 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Information: Karen 
Mickens (734) 461-2296, (734) 461-9373
   • Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, Nov. 
6, 7, 8 – Belleville Community Art Show at 
the BYC, 831 E. Huron River Dr., open to 
the public free of charge. Friday reception 
7-9 p.m. with artists and guest judges in 
attendnace and awards announced at about 
7:30 p.m. Show continues Saturday from 
11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday, 11 a.m. to 
4 p.m.
   • Saturday, Nov. 7 – Used book sale at 
the Belleville Area District Library, open 
to the public at noon and runs until 3 p.m. 
Friends of the Belleville Area District 
Library admitted at noon. (You can join the 
Friends group on the spot.) Great bargains 
on books. Library is at 167 Fourth Street, 
(734) 699-3291.
   • Saturday, Nov. 7 – You’re invited to 
a Veterans’ Recognition Dinner from 4 
to 8 p.m. at the Belleville Moose Lodge, 
corner of Sumpter and Harris in Sumpter 
Township. All-you-can-eat spaghetti dinner 
is $10 per person, $5 for vets. Presentations 
begin at 6 p.m. Chinese Auction and 50/50 
drawing throughout the evening.
   • Saturday, Nov. 7 – That’s Amore XI 
dinner and live auction will be open to the 
public at 5:30 p.m. with dinner at 6 p.m. at 
the Van Buren Eagles, 9961 Beck Road, to 
benefit CS Mott’s Children’s Hospital for 
Pediatric Leukemia Research. Cost: $20 
in advance; $25 at the door. Information: 
(734) 657-0048 or (734) 718-6341.
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CRAFT SHOWS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

SERVICES

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators • Washers 
Dryers • Ranges
$20 House Call

Phone (734) 782-3354

Family Owned &
Operated. Serving 
The Belleville Area

Since 1978. Call
(734) 301-5959

WANTED
WE BUY

JUNK CARS
7 Days A Week – CASH PAID!
Affordable Towing Available Too!
(734) 787-1444

SERVICES

FOR SALE FREE

CHRISTMAS SPECIAL
Free Padding with purchase 
of Carpet and Installation. 

Repairs and Restretching. 
Accepting all

Major Credit Cards.

CARPET
HEADQUARTERS

Phil @ 734-612-7570

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

AUCTION

PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTICE is hereby given that on Nov. 14, 
2015, at 12:00 p.m., Full House Self Storage 
at 7886 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 
is holding a public auction. Unit(s) may or 
may not include the following: household 
items, recreational items, appliance, 
furniture, misc. Mona L. Salisbury, G-476; 
Tantinekka Blade, M-551; Wendy M. Bailey, 
L-525; Amy Beaudrie, G-459; Ronald Clark, 
N-818, C-101; Stephen Kantos, I-406, J-614, 
F-272; Dana Bouknight, M-569; Kimberly 
Boldin, I-403; Stephen Salisbury, T-978; 
Daryl Chatman, L-535 and L-536.
Publish Oct. 29, 2015, Nov. 5, 2015

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

Belleville Manor 
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile north of I-94
Van Buren Estates 

734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 at the Rawsonville Exit

Mohawk 
734-513-4108

Joy Road between Middlebelt  
and Inkster

Visit our website for a list of homes for purchase or  
lease starting at $550

www.FranklinHomeSales.com

*WAC. Restrictions apply. No cash value.See a Franklin Homes associate for details. 

Celebrate Fall with 
a new home from 

Franklin!  
Security deposit waived when you 
purchase a Franklin Home! Call one  

of our associates before November 30!*

NOVEMBER 21, 9am-4pm. Belleville 
Moose, WOTM 1135. $25-8’/
$20-5’ table. Juried, NO direct sales/
coupon vendors.  Call (734) 699-0649 or
(734) 904-7729.                          11/19

------------

MOVING ESTATE SALE.  November 7
& 8, 10am-5pm. 20340 Wahrman, New 
Boston, near Sibley & I-275. Tools, 
dishes, furniture, bikes, etc.             11/5

------------

RABBITS:  Beautiful spotted & solid
color rabbits. Suitable for pets or 
meat. Different sizes & ages. Call 
(734) 697-4835.                            11/19

------------
FORD ENGINE, 2300 CC I-4 complete.  
4-speed transmission.  57,000 original 
miles.  $250.  (734) 461-6696              11/5

------------
1 black faux vinyl loveseat, $100.
1 butcher block table top, 5’x25”x1¾”, 
$125.  Call (734) 697-2182                11/5

------------
CRAFTSMAN 42” 15hp riding
lawnmower with small 45x70 trailer.
Good for hauling anything, 14” 
tires. Will not separate. $650 obo.
(734) 697-1417.                                      11/5

------------
WHITE WICKER 6-drawer dresser.  Black 
cloth chair.  Sony 35” TV, older model.  
Twin mattress set, good condition. Older 
John Deere riding mower, runs good.
(734) 635-8027.  Leave message.       11/12

------------
NORTA TRACK, $75.  Total Gym, $75.  
(734) 697-7965.                                   11/12

------------
BLACK ANGUS BULL.  Nebraska stock, 
7 months old, about 500 lbs. Bottle calf, 
handled daily.  Good 4-H animal.  $1,100. 
(734) 697-8028                                 11/12

------------

CHOCOLATE BROWN suede love 
seat, good condition.  Whirlpool electric 
washer & dryer, good condition.  Sharp 
24” color TV.  (734) 697-5179           11/19

------------
’95 F150, extension cab, 351, auto, p/s, 
p/b, all power, 4x4, $3,700. 5hp MTD 
yard machine chipper-shredder, $200. 5hp, 
Cub Cadet esv220 chipper-shredder, vac/
blower, $200. (734) 697-0528        11/19

------------

2002 FORD WINDSTAR VAN. Needs 
work.  $800.  (734) 483-5081.           11/12

------------
1974 LINCOLN Continental Coup. Needs 
restoration. $900. (734) 697-2250    11/12

------------
RARE CLASSSIC 1988 Buick Reatta.  
111K, 3800 V6, auto, good condition, no 
rust, cold AC, leather, loaded.  $4,500 OBO.  
(734) 272-2412.                                  11/19

------------

1989 20’ LARSON I/O. 3 year old 
trailer. Runs great. $3,500 OBO 
(734) 697-2931                            11/12

------------

FOR SALE

GARAGE/YARD SALE

VEHICLE FOR SALE

BOAT FOR SALE

------------
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS 
for the homeless.  Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                                     TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600                                      TFN

------------
I WILL WORK in your home.
Cleaning, running errands, shopping,
doctor appointments, light yard work 
too.  Looking for up to 30 hours/week.
(734) 334-8411.                   11/5

------------
GRADUATE STUDENT at EMU in 
communication & business looking for a 
part-time position.  (734) 757-5911      11/5

------------
LARGE PRINT Readers Digest. Elderly 
couple.  (734) 697-2250                      11/12

------------

TOP SOIL, 5 yards. You load it, take 
it all.  (734) 697-5036.                 11/12

------------
BABY STROLLER, car seat, curio
cabinet and 13” TV.  (313) 525-5162  11/19

------------

1 BR. APT. 2nd Floor. Corner of 
5th & Liberty St.  $595/mo. plus
security. Includes heat & water. 1 yr. 
lease. Must have good credit.  No Pets.
(734) 945-2409                                 TFN

------------
4 BEDROOMS, 2 bath farmhouse in 
Sumpter.   $1,200/mo & $1,300 security.  
(734) 461-1362.                                           11/5

------------

FOR RENT

------------
LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs
too LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL.
Residential Power Washing.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224                     TFN

------------
WILLIAMS MASONRY & CONCRETE  
Brick, block & stone work.  Glass block 
windows installed. (734) 444-8245.  
“Quality work at the best price.”           11/3

------------

GERRY’S SMALL ENGINE AND 
EQUIPMENT REPAIR. Tractors,
garden, snow blowers, etc.
(734) 461-0158                                 11/26

------------
DEPENDABLE LAWN SERVICE.
Fall clean-up.  (734) 587-2410 or
(734) 693-4712                           11/19

------------

“Democracy is worth dying for, because 
it’s the most deeply honorable form of 

government ever devised by man.”
– Ronald Reagan

“The cost of living is going up and the 
chance of living is going down.”

– Flip Wilson

RENTED!
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HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Hiring Reliable &
Dedicated Bus Drivers 
for Van Buren Public 

Schools. Starting Pay: 
$11.50/hour. Training 

Available.
Call 734-699-5100

------------

------------

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT
CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

HomeFirst Certified
Community is now hiring 

for a full-time Maintenance 
Tech. Must have experience 

and knowledge with
property maintenance,

including but not limited to; 
snow removal, lawn care 
and home maintenance. 

Please submit resume to:
augwoods@comcast.net

Belleville/Wayne/Taylor Apartment Communities 
looking for full time maintenance technicians.

If you are dependable, a self-starter, motivated to do
your best, organized and a logical thinker with the
ability to trouble shoot, have knowledge of basic plumbing,
electrical, carpentry, drywall, painting, HVAC, and
appliance repair, we would like to hear from you. A
valid driver’s license is required. You may e-mail your 
resume to either watersedgemi@pmapts.com or call
(734) 697-0606, parkhill@pmapts.com or call
(734) 326-0070 or coppertree-manager@pmapts.com
or call (734) 287-4338. These positions offer good 
pay and benefits after ninety days of employment.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

HELP WANTED

WEEKLY HOME TIME. Excellent
DEDICATED Runs From MI to TX 
pulling reefer trailers! Top Pay & 

Benefits; Monthly Bonuses & MORE! 
Hazmat & Tanker Required. CDL-A, 
1yr Exp. Req. EEOE/AAP. LIMITED 

POSITIONS AVAILABLE. 866-370-4476
www.drive4marten.com

HELP WANTED

Trilogy Apartments is currently hiring
Full Time Housekeeper
Full Time Leasing Consultant
Full Time Grounds Person
Full Time Maintenance Tech

Apply in person or send resume to:
hdummann@continentalmgt.com

41470 E. Archwood Dr.
Belleville, MI 48111

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
If you love animals and have a 
couple of hours per
week, in the morning or
afternoon, then Friends
of Michigan Animal Rescue
of Sumpter Twp. would like
to talk to you about joining our 
team of dedicated volunteers. 
Call Sandy at (734) 417-5117 or 
email seatonsandra@yahoo.com

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm. For appointment call
(734) 697-1800                                      TFN

------------

SUPERVISOR NEEDED. Production 
or maintenance background. Please send
resume:   jobs@hjmanufacturing.com  11/12

------------
DIRECT CARE DCW positions.
Alternative Services, Inc. Competitive
wages & paid training. Benefits for full-
time employees begin after 60 days. 
Full & part-time positions available in
Romulus & Belleville. Apply in person
at 32625 7 Mile, Suite 10, Livonia. 
Applications accepted Monday-Friday, 
8am-2pm.  Michigan driver’s license
required.  (248) 476-0170 x113.     11/12

------------
PART-TIME EQUIPMENT MANAGER.
10-20 hours/week. Experienced in repair 
on small motors. Contact Jeremy Wescott 
(734) 955-6600.                                      11/12

------------

Court Watching:
Michael Miskell bound 
over on charges of 
criminal sexual conduct

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Michael James Miskell, 43, was bound 
over on a charge of criminal sexual conduct 
– third degree (force or coersion) after a 
preliminary exam before 34th District Court 
Judge Tina Brooks Green on Oct. 28.
   He is scheduled to be arraigned on the 
information at 9 a.m. Nov. 4 at the Frank 
Murphy Hall of Justice in Detroit.
   He is lodged in the Wayne County Jail on 
$10,000/10% bond. His retained attorney 
is Michael Legris.
   Wayne County Assistant Prosecutor 
Mwanaisha A. Sims called just one witness, 
the alleged victim. The woman is now 18 
years old, but was 16 at the time of the 
incident on Oct. 28, 2013, three years to 
the day of the court session.
   The woman said she and Miskell were 
living in a mobil home with his girlfriend, 
who was her father’s ex-wife. The home 
was in the 6000 block of Roger Ave. in Van 
Buren Township.
   She said she had given Miskell her 
cell phone to use and she went into the 
bathroom to take a shower at about 4 p.m. 
She said the bathroom did not have a lock 
on the door.
   She said she came out of the shower with 
a small towel around her that barely came 
to her waist, when Miskell came into the 
bathroom to return her cell phone.
   She testified that he walked over to her,  
commented on her vaginal area (“pretty”) 
and then touched her clitoris with his 
finger.
   She said she started gettting dressed and 
left the mobil home. She immediately let 
the owner of the mobil home know what 
happened and then called police.
   When the witness was cross-examined 
by attorney Legris, the woman said, “I 
was kinda weird about the comment, so I 

got dressed and left the house. I didn’t say 
anything. I was in shock.”
   The attorney pointed out in the “Kids 
Talk” comments he reviewed, she said he 
“never touched my stuff.”
   Legris said third-degree CSC requires 
penetration and force and coersion. He 
said it was only physical touching and no 
touching below the clitoris or penetration. 
He said there has to be more force, a threat 
or physical force.
   Prosecutor Sims said under the law no 
matter how light, touching the clitoris is 
penetration. Also, the element of surprise 
when he suddenly walked into the 
bathroom can be construed as threat or 
physical force.
   Judge Green agreed with the prosecution 
and bound Miskell over to the higher 
court.
   Officer in charge is VBT Det. Ken 
Toney.

Leo Louis LaBean, III
   Leo Louis LaBean, III, 39, of Sumpter 
Township is charged with home invasion 
– first degree, weapon discharge in or at a 
building, assault with a dangerous weapon, 
weapons – felony firearm, and domestic 
violence.
   The incident occurred Oct. 7 in Sumpter 
Township.
  His preliminary exam, that had been set 
for Oct. 28, was adjourned until 10 a.m., 
Dec. 9 because the complainant was 
leaving the country for a month. Defense 
attorney Keith Kecskes said he had no 
discovery yet and needed an adjournment, 
but he was hoping for a week. He got more 
than a month.
   He said Sumpter PD told him they had 
several hours of tapes on the incident and 
he needed enough time to review them all.
   Officer in charge is Sumpter Sgt. Jim 
Cayce.

Mark Andrew Statham
   Mark Andrew Statham, 54, was set for an 
Oct. 28 pre-hearing on a misdemeanor and 
a probable cause conference on a felony 
and they both were adjourned until Nov. 
9. Retained defense attorney is Murray 
Duncan.
   Statham is charged with operating while 
intoxicated – third and refusing a Pbt in 
Sumpter Township on Jan. 10. Officer in 
charge is Sumpter Officer J. Balowski.

Daniel Alan Black
   Daniel Alan Black, 27, was due for his 
preliminary exam on Oct. 28 for assault 
by strangulation and domestic violence, 
but his retained attorney Jonathan Jones 
was tied up in a Monroe courtroom and 
by phone asked for an adjournment. Judge 
Green adjourned it until Nov. 18.
   Black is out on $5,000 personal 
recognizance bond. The incident occurred 
on July 12 in Van Buren Township. Officer 
in charge is Detective Donovan McCarthy.
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Upcoming Meetings

Publish: November 5, 2015

Publish: November 5, 2015

Charter Township of Van Buren Downtown Development Authority Public Notice

   • Monday, Nov. 9 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education regular 
meeting, 7 p.m., BHS Commons
   • Tuesday, Nov. 10 – September Days 
Endowment Committee, 11 a.m. Also, VBT 
Local Development Financing Authority, 2 
p.m., Also, Sumpter Township workshop 
at 6 p.m. and regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Also, Belleville Area District Library 
meeting at 7:30 p.m.
   • Thursday, Nov. 12 – Keystone Academy 
School Board, 6 p.m. Also, Sumpter 
Township Planning Commission, 7 p.m. 
Also, Belleville Planning Commission, 
7:30 p.m.
   • Monday, Nov. 16 – Van Buren Township 
work/study session, 4 p.m. Also, Van Buren 
Public Schools Board of Education work/
study, 7 p.m. Also, Belleville City Council, 

7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Nov. 17 – Van Buren Township 
regular board meeting, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Nov. 18 – Belleville 
Downtown Development Authority, 6 p.m. 
Also, Van Buren Township Environmental 
Commission, 7 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Nov. 24 – Van Buren Township 
Downtown Development Authority, 5:30 
p.m. Also, Sumpter Township workshop 
at 6 p.m. and regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Also, VBT Water and Sewer Commission, 
7:30 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Nov. 25 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 
p.m.
   • Monday, Nov. 30 – Van Buren Township 
work/study session, 4 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Dec. 1 – Van Buren Township 
regular board meeting, 7 p.m.
   • Monday, Dec. 7 – Belleville City 
Council, 7:30 p.m.
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

City Council
(continued from page 1)

Charter Township of Van Buren  
Board of Trustees 

Notice of Public Hearing 
 

The Charter Township will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday November 17, 
2015 during its regularly scheduled Board of Trustees meeting at 7:00 p.m. in 
the Board Room at the Township Hall to receive comment on : 
 

• The 2015 Amended General Fund Budget 
• The 2016 Proposed General Fund Budget 
• Special Revenue Funds 

1. Community Development Block Grant (CDBG) 
2. Downtown Development Authority (DDA) 
3. LDFA Fund 
4. Landfill Fund 
5. Belleville Area Museum 
6. 9-1-1 Service Fund 
7. Federal Forfeiture Fund 
8. State Forfeiture Fund 

 
Copies of the Amended, Proposed and Special Revenue Funds are available 
at the Clerk’s Office 46425 Tyler Rd., Van Buren Township, MI 48111  
 
In Compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, reasonable 
accommodations will be made with advance notice to the Clerk’s Office 
46425 Tyler Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 699 -8909 
 

Posted 8-18-15 
Published 11-5-15 

Sumpter Township  Public Notice
Sumpter Township

Regular Board Meeting Minutes
October 13, 2015

Meeting called to order at 6:30 pm with the Pledge of 
Allegiance. Showing present: Supervisor J. Morgan, 
Clerk C. Hoffman, Treasurer Bates, Trustees: P. 
Morgan, Oddy and Swinson.  Excused absence: 
Hamm. Also present: Attorney Young, Deputy Clerk 
J. Hoffman and approx. 11 residents.
3.  Agenda:  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by 
Oddy to approve Agenda with the addition of Item 
D:  Acceptance of property from DNR and Closed 
Session: Fire Department Update, Labor Negotiations.  
Motion carried unanimously.
4.  Public comments on agenda items only.
5.  Minutes:
A.  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Swinson 
to approve minutes of Regular Board Meeting of 
September 22, 2015. Motion carried unanimously.
B.  Motion by C. Hoffman, supported by Swinson to 
accept Planning Commission minutes of September 
10, 2015. Motion carried unanimously.
C.  Motion by C. Hoffman, supported by P. Morgan to 
accept Fire Department General Meeting minutes of 
June 7, 2015.  Motion carried unanimously.
6.  Warrants:  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by 
Swinson to approve warrants totaling $13,239.22. 
Roll call vote: Yes: J. Morgan, C. Hoffman, Bates, 
Swinson, P. Morgan, Oddy.  Nay: None. Motion 
carried unanimously.
7.  Water & Sewer Report-Bates:  Motion by C. 
Hoffman, supported by Swinson to accept Water & 
Sewer Report. Motion carried unanimously.
8.  Police Report-Pierce: Motion by Swinson, 
supported by Bates to accept Police Report.  Motion 
carried unanimously.
9. Building/Ordinance Report-J. Morgan:  Motion 
by P. Morgan, supported by Swinson to accept 
the Building/Ordinance Report. Motion carried 
unanimously.
10.  Fire Report-Januszyk: Motion by P. Morgan, 
supported by C. Hoffman to accept Fire Report.  
Motion carried unanimously.
11.  Senior Report-Hamm: Motion by C. Hoffman, 
supported by P. Morgan to Receive and File Senior 
Report.  Motion carried unanimously.
12. Treasurer’s Report-Bates: Motion by Hoffman, 
supported by Swinson to accept Treasurer’s Report.  
Motion carried unanimously.
13.  Supervisor’s Report- J. Morgan:  Motion by 
Bates, supported by Oddy to accept Supervisor’s 
Report. Motion carried unanimously.  
14.  Attorney’s Report-Young:  

A.  Property Split Survey
B.  Title search history of Township Property
Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Swinson to accept 
Attorney’s Report. Motion carried unanimously.
15.  Board Response
16.  New Business:
A.  Motion by C. Hoffman, supported by Swinson to 
reappoint Tyrone Borden to Planning Commission.  
Term will expire October 14, 2018.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
B.  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Swinson 
to reappoint Jane Stalmack as the chairperson for 
Planning Commission. Term will expire November 
14, 2018. She will serve as chairperson until reviewed 
by Planning Commission Board.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
C. Motion by Bates, supported by Oddy to reappoint 
Jane Stalmack to Zoning Board of Appeals. Term 
will expire November 14, 2018.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
D.  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Swinson to 
accept DNR’s offer of Property 8110990005003, free 
of cost to Township.  Motion carried unanimously.
17.  Announcements
18.  Open Floor
19.  Closed Session:  
A. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by C. Hoffman to 
go into Closed Session at 7:08 pm.  Roll call vote: Yes:  
J. Morgan, C. Hoffman, Bates, Swinson, P. Morgan, 
Oddy.  Nay: None.  Motion carried unanimously.
B. Motion by Swinson, supported by P. Morgan to go 
back into Open session at 7:41 pm.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
20. Adjournment: Motion by C. Hoffman, supported 
by Swinson to adjourn at 7:43 pm.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
Respectfully Submitted,
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk

CERTIFICATION
I, Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk of Sumpter Township, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of 
minutes taken at a Regular Board Meeting of the 
Sumpter Township Board of Trustees on October 
13, 2015 at 6:30 pm at the Sumpter Township Hall, 
23480 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111, County 
of Wayne, and that said meeting was conducted and 
public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to 
and in full compliance with the Open Meeting Act, 
being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and 
that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be 
available as required by said act.
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk
Published: November 5, 2015

also wants to know how much it costs to 
fill in the ditches along East Huron River 
Drive.
   Tackett warned the mayor that the city 
doesn’t get Act 51 money for county roads 
and that’s what East Huron River Drive is. 
Conley said she wanted the cost, anyway.
   Councilman Tom Fielder said he would 
like to have a special session of the council 
to explain to the residents why the council 
wants to go into debt to do a long-range 
plan on  roads.
   Tackett said it will take at least six months 
to digest all the information and go out for 
bids in the spring for work to begin after 
that.
   Mayor Conley said the council learned 
a lesson when the city wanted to do Main 
Street. She said they talked about it for a 
long time.
   “When we finally came to doing it, people 
didn’t know what was going on,” she 
said, saying she agreed with Fielder. She 
suggested there be a roundtable discussion 

at some location in the city to explain the 
project to the residents.
   “It’ll take four to six months to get it all 
ironed out,” Mayor Conley said.
   “Didn’t you do that with the Main Street 
project?” asked Fire Chief Brian Loranger.
   “We started to go forward on the bonds 
and we had to go back…” Mayor Conley 
said. “Lesson learned.
   In other business at Monday’s meeting, 
the council:
   • Approved the Jingle Bell 5K Fun Run/
Walk from 9:45 to 11:30 a.m. on Saturday, 
Dec. 5. The race starts at the Horizon 
Park gazebo on High Street and heads up 
High to Main to Denton Road and back 
and involves some street closures. It is 
sponsored by the Van Buren Public Schools 
Education Foundation;
   • Approved the Canton Lions Club fund 
raising on Main Street, from Five Points to 
Third Sreet, from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m., Nov. 6 
and 13. Lion Bill Van Winkle said his club 
has provided nine pairs of glasses and three 
hearing aids to people in the Belleville 
community since he came to the council 
last spring;
   • Took no action on St. Anthony’s 

request for approval of their activities 
during Strawberry Festival, June 17-19, as 
well as approval of their carnival. Sharon 
Pokerwinski of St. Anthony said they 
have been unable to come to an agreement 
with the Belleville-Area Chamber of 
Commerce, who won’t return their calls. 
Pokerwinski said St. Anthony is being 
taken out of the chamber’s contract and, 
“We heard we will get less percentage.” 
She said the chamber doesn’t help them 
when they need help during the festival. 
That’s why St. Anthony is asking  to do its 
own contract for its own carnival. Mayor 
Conley said she didn’t think it was the 
council’s place to get between St. Anthony 
and the chamber. “We can’t get anywhere 
with them,” Pokerwinski said. “It’s getting 
worse.” City Manager Kollmeyer said the 
city wants them to bring all the festival 
plans to the council at the same time. 
Chamber Executive Director Paul Henning 
and Chamber President Randy Brown were 
present but made no comments. Strawberry 
Festival Executive Director Joan Bodnar 
was ill and not present; 
   • Approved the request of William and 
Sharon (Stalmack) Dubisky to plant a 
honey locust tree in Horizon Park in 
memory of the late Ronald E. Stalmack 
with a plaque to be placed by the tree. 
Randy Brown of Gardener’s Choice will 
plant the tree. Tackett said it will be planted 
in the far west end of the park that could 
use a few more trees. Councilman Fielder 
said the city should put together a policy on 
tree planting since others might also like 
to do this;
   • Approved Winter Fest activities and 
the 6 p.m. Dec. 5 parade with “A Norman 

Rockwell Christmas” theme, as requested 
by the chamber. At the end of the parade, 
Belleville Fire Department will bring Santa 
to town. Main Street, from Third to Roys, 
will be closed from 2 to 9 p.m. for various 
activities throughout the day, including 
singing on a stage at Fourth Street;
   • Approved Winter Fest fireworks from 
the Denton Road bridge after the parade, as 
requested by the chamber. The bridge will 
be closed from 8 to 10 p.m.;
   • Approved the chamber’s use of Fourth 
Street behind the viewing stand during 
Winter Fest for various activities with 
the exact times to be determined by the 
chamber and to be approved by the city 
administration;
   • Approved the BYC’s request to use the 
Fourth Street Square from morning of Dec. 
4 to early evening of Dec. 6 for the portable 
skating rink. Skating will be from noon to 9 
p.m. on Friday, 9 a.m. to 9 p.m. on Saturday, 
and 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Sunday. Fire Chief 
Loranger, representing the BYC, asked for 
permission to park their semi overnight 
on Main Street at the square so it could be 
unloaded on Friday morning and the rink 
assembled. He said the BYC did that last 
year and got a ticket. Councilwoman Kim 
Tindall said she is sure there was at least 
one complaint and that the semi was parked 
over the pedestrian crosswalk; and
   • Heard Police Chief Hal Berriman explain 
the figures on estimated 2015 auto repairs 
on four police cars. He noted there may be 
some errors in the figures since they were 
not entered by VIN. He said he would be 
back with more precise numbers, but he 
could use two new cars to replace the two 
oldest cars that will take a lot to repair.
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Out of the 629 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police this week, the following are selected 
for this column.
Sunday, Oct. 25:
   0026 – abandoned auto, Ecorse/Sheldon Rd.
   0103 – private property incident, Belleville
   0222 – disturbance, W. Huron River Dr.
   0245 – missing person, Bemis Rd.
   0343 – disturbance, Oak Ln.
   1007 – agency assist, Belleville
   1011 – fraud, Parkwood
   1028 – malicious destruction of property, Rose
   1344 – private property accident, Belleville Rd.
   1358 – dumping complaint, Van Born Rd. / Morton 
Taylor Rd.
   1417 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1732 – agency assist, Belle Villa
   1814 – suspicious situation, Belleville/I-94 ramp
   1823 – ATV/ORV complaint, Jackson/Tyler
   1908 – shots fired, Haggerty Rd.
   1911 – private property accident, Denton Rd.
   2053 – property damage accident, Main
   2305 – assault & battery, Oak Ln.
Monday, Oct. 26:
   0056 – agency assist, Michigan/Belleville
   0106 – property damage accident, Pinecreek
   0241 – agency assist, Martinsville Rd. / E. Huron 
River Dr.
   0306 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   0344 – suspicious vehicle, Andover Dr.
   0530 – larceny from auto, W. Archwood Dr.
   0953 – harassment call, Parkwood
   1016 – fraud, Bradley Dr.
   1120 – private property incident, Parkwood Manor
   1300 – missing person, Robson Rd.
   1412 – assault & battery, Denton Rd.
   1436 – property damage accident, S. I-94 / 
Diamondback
   1616 – property damage accident, Tyler Rd. / 
Morton Taylor Rd.
   1633 – abandoned auto, Brookview Dr.
   1637 – family trouble, Maple Dr.
   1650 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave. 
/ Dellor St.
   1701 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1732 – suspicious situation, Timberland Dr.
   1735 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1836 – agency assist, Belleville Rd./Ecorse Rd.
   1838 – mental, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1937 – fraud, McBride Ave.
   2159 – disturbance, Revere Dr.
Tuesday, Oct. 27:
   0450 – vehicle repossession, Parkwood Dr.
   0909 – juvenile complaint, McBride Ave.
   0942 – larceny, Denton Rd.
   1037 – private property incident, Parkwood Dr.
   1300 – fraud, Belleville
   1445 – fraud, Belleville
   1617 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Haggerty
   1856 – retail fraud, Rawsonville
   1904 – agency assist, W. Columbia Ave.
   1927 – agency assist, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   1959 – larceny from auto, Belleville
   2017 – operating while intoxicated, Martz Rd. / 
Rawsonville Rd.
   2235 – agency assist, S. Aberdeen Ct.
Wednesday, Oct. 28:
   0140 – private property accident, Oak Blvd.
   0246 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Ricardo
   0746 – personal injury accident, Rawsonville / 
Grove
   1037 – juvenile complaint, Parkwood Dr.
   1219 – operating  while intoxicated, Ecorse Rd. / 
Haggerty Rd.
   1226 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1522 – larceny, Haggerty Rd.
   1702 – assault & battery, Ashbury Dr.
   2110 – disorderly conduct, Bemis Rd.
   2332 – trespassing, Vernon St.
   2333 – overdose, Westlake
   2350 – harassment call, Lighthouse Dr.
Thursday, Oct. 29:
   0134 – agency assist, Sumpter Rd.
   0335 – larceny, Arthur St.
   0348 – vehicle repossession, Tallgrass Ct.
   0946 – vehicle repossession, E. Huron River Dr.

   1127 – private property incident, Van Born
   1225 – juvenile complaint, McBride Ave.
   1532 – ordinance violation, Belleville Manor
   1659 – intimidation threat, Belleville Rd.
   1836 – fraud, Haggerty Center
   2100 – personal injury accident, Ecorse/Anna
   2155 – disorderly conduct, Rawsonville Rd.
Friday, Oct. 30:
   0627 – trespassing, BP Belleville
   0753 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Tyler Rd.
   0905 – larceny, Village Green Ln.
   1049 – fire investigation, E. Huron River Dr.
   1304 – property damage accident, Ecorse WB 
bypass
   1500 – breaking & entering, Jackson St.
   1507 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1507 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1508 – assault & battery, Anna Dr.
   1551 – malicious destruction of property, S. 
Bellridge Dr.
   1553 – neighbor trouble, Van Buren Ln.
   1633 – private property accident, Rawsonville
   1842 – abandoned auto, Haggerty Rd. / E. Huron 
River Dr.
   1916 – property damage accident, Village Green Ln. 
/ S. I-94 Service
   1918 – property damage accident, Belleville/I-94
   2343 – noise complaint, S. Bellridge
Saturday, Oct. 31:
   0036 – loud party complaint, Ecorse Rd.
   0047 – assault & battery, Oak Ln.
   0145 – disturbance, Ironwood Dr.
   0207 – disorderly conduct, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0315 – assault & battery, Village Green Ln.
   0540 – hospice, Fisher Rd.
   1709 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1818 – shots fired, Brookside Dr.
   1827 – private property accident, Westlake
   1902 – retail fraud, Belleville
   2039 – larceny from auto, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2054 – larceny from auto, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2057 – malicious destruction of property, Revere
   2100 – noise complaint, Westlake
   2124 – operating while intoxicated, N. I-94 Service 
Dr./Belleville
   2151 – juvenile complaint, N. Cumberland Dr.
   2217 – larceny, Vernon St.
   2241 – noise complaint, S. Bellidge Dr.
Also on this week’s log are 130 traffic stops, 39 of 
which were on the I-94 and I-275 freeways.  

Sunday, Oct. 25:
   0319 – narcotics crime, N. Aberdeen Ct.
   0637 – agency assist, Loza Ln.
   1549 – property damage accident, High St./Main
   1728 – warrant arrest, Mobil Rawsonville
   1730 – domestic assault, Belle Villa Blvd.
   1943 – suspicious vehicle, Carmell/Belle Villa
   2058 – welfare check, Carmell St.
   2202 – intrusion alarm, Potter Dr.
Monday, Oct. 26:
   0146 – assist fire dept., Carmell St.
   0237 – traffic complaint, Martinsville/Huron River
   0616 – assist fire dept., Loza Ln.
   0644 – traffic complaint, Sumpter Rd. / Industrial 
Park Dr.
   0949 – E-911 hang up/investigation, Victorian Ln.
   1103 – assist fire dept., N. Liberty St.
   1428 – P.B.T. alcohol, Main St.
   2003 – assist fire dept., Carmell St.
   2006 – miscellaneous complaint, Main St.
Tuesday, Oct. 27:
   0044 – suspicious vehicle, Loza Ln.
   0229 – suspicious vehicle, St. Anthony’s
   0658 – disturbance, Carmell St.
   0755 – disturbance, Carmell St.
   1032 – informaiton, McBride Midde
   1311 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1339 – violation public health code/violation 
controlled substance act, W. Columbia Ave.
   1340 – information, W. Columbia Ave.
   1746 – civil matter, W. Columbia Ave.
   1806 – motorist assist, E. Huron River Dr./Main St
   1825 – assist fire dept., Belle Villa Blvd.
   1902 – domestic assault, W. Columbia Ave.

   2118 – assist fire dept., Henry St.
   2206 – family trouble, S. Aberdeen Ct.
Wednesday, Oct. 28:
   0220 – intrusion alarm, S. Industrial Park Dr.
   0733 – motorist assist, Savage Rd./E. Columbia
   0735 – private property accident, W. Columbia
   0817 – juvenile complaint, Light Tower/Harbor Pt.
   0853 – property damage accident, High St./W. 
Huron River Dr.
   1327 – civil matter, W.  Columbia Ave.
   1605 – assist fire dept., Loza Ln.
   1853 – welfare check, W. Waterbury Ct.
   2017 – suspicious person, Henry St.
   2116 – personal injury accident, Sumpter/Owen
Thursday, Oct. 29:
   0057 – warrant arrest, Main St.
   0128 – suspicious situation, Waterworks
   1204 – private property incident, South St.
   1516 – parking complaint, Third/Main
   1530 – juvenile complaint, Carmell ST.
   1909 – all  other traffic, E. Columbia Ave. / South
   2022 – vehicle lockout, E. Huron River Dr.
Friday, Oct. 30:
   0155 – information, Fourth St./Main St.
   1228 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1242 – family trouble, Victorian Ln.
   1715 – suspicious situation, Main St.
   1921 – property damage accident, W. Columbia
   2141 – parking complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   2212 – E-911 hang up/investigation, Belle Villa 
Blvd.
Saturday, Oct. 31:
   1042 – assist fire dept., Light Tower Ct.
   1335 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1351 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1431 – juvenile complaint, Light Tower Ct.
   1539 – intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
   1746 – miscellaneous complaint, Waterbury
   1945 – property damage accident, E. Huron River 
   2214 – larceny, W. Columbia Ave.
Also on this week’s log were 33 traffic stops.

Sunday, Oct. 25:
   0108 – suspicious vehicle, Wyoming
   0115 – suspicious vehicle, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   0203 – assist other agency, 5400 bl. Oakville Waltz 
Rd.
   0258 – civil dispute, 25000 bl. Clark Rd.
   0852 – fire dept. assist, Colorado
   1117 – traffic hazard, Judd/Haggerty
   1150 – civil dispute, 45000 bl. Paris Dr.
   1303 – fire dept. assist, Florida
   1310 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 51000 
bl. Wear Rd.
   1501 – suspicious person, Nevada
   1555 – property damage accident, 28000 bl. 
Sherwood Rd.
   1831 – fire dept. assist, 39000 bl. Willow Rd.
Monday, Oct. 26:
   0643 – assist other agency, out of township
   1023 – animal complaint, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1102 – assist other agency, E. Arizona
   1159 – subpoena service, 25000 bl. Martinsville
   1235 – suspicious vehicle, 43000 bl. Deborah Ct.
   1538 – suspicious incident, Sumpter/Judd
   1701 – suspicious incident, 43000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1804 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1831 – suspicious incident, New Mexico
   2030 – family trouble, 20000 bl. Karr Rd.
   2319 – suspicious person, Willow/Sumpter
   2355 – shots fired, Willow/Sumpter
Tuesday, Oct. 27:
   0849 – animal complaint, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0905 – civil dispute, 22000 bl. Fenster
   1035 – suspicious person, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1129 – suspicious  incident, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1200 – warrant pick up, out of township
   1401 – suspicious incident, 28000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1429 – fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Sully Dr.
   1450 – fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Sharon Ct.
   1558 – animal complaint, 41000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1737 – animal complaint, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1825 – fire dept. assist, 40000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1935 – suspicious person, 22000 bl. Sumpteer Rd.
   2156 – family trouble, 24000 bl. Elwell rd.
   2309 – fire dept. assist, Second St.
Wednesday, Oct. 28:
   0522 – fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

   0858 – malicious destruction of property, 41000 bl. 
Willis Rd.
   1214 – suspicious incident, New Mexico
   1517 – property damage accident, 23000 bl. Sumpter 
Rd.
   1749 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2021 – property damage accident, Rawsonville / 
Willis
Thursday, Oct. 29:
   0107 – alarm, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   0207 – warrant pick up, Bemis/Sumpter
   0412 – alarm, 45000 bl. Willow Rd.
   0540 – fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Savage Rd.
   0744 – personal injury accident, Willis/Crandell
   1039 – alarm, 24000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1059 – animal complaint, 50000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1140 – property damage accident, Oakville Waltz 
/ Sumpter
   1315 – suspicious  incident, 22000 bl. Sherwood
   1354 – animal complaint, 43000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1614 – civil dispute, 28000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   2012 – well-being check, Nevada
Friday, Oct. 30:
   0024 – suspicious vehicle, 42000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1035 – harassment complaint, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1433 – assist other agency, out of township
   1550 – property damage accident, Martinsville  / 
Bemis
   1610 – civil dispute, 3000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1748 – animal complaint, 24000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1931 – civil dispute, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   2058 – alarm, 8300 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
Saturday, Oct. 31:
   0008 – citizen assist, 28000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   0856 – suspicious incident, 8200 bl. Rawsonville
   0913 – civil dispute, 46000 bl. Claxton Dr.
   1124 – trespassing complaint, 28000 bl. Sumpter
   1422 – citizen assist, 19000 bl. Sharon Ct.
   1424 – civil dispute, New Mexico
   1431 – suspicious incident, 24000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1707 – civil dispute, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1728 – harassment complaint, Nevada
   1735 – neighbor dispute, First St.
   2155 – traffic hazard, Oakville Waltz/Sumpter
   2218 – suspicious vehiclee, 28000 bl. Haggerty Rd
   2231 – reckless driver complaint, Karr/Willis
   2326 – fire dept. assist, 43000 bl. Arkona Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 14 follow-up investigations, 
32 miscellaneous details, 105 patrol checks, and 46 
traffic stops.

T-Rex Arms indoor 
shooting range to open 
on I-94 N. Service Dr.
   If all goes well, T-Rex Arms indoor shooting 
range will open for business in mid February 
in an existing building at 44800 I-94 North 
Service Drive,  Van Buren Township.
   At the Oct. 28 meeting of the VBT 
Planning Commission, Ron Akers, director 
of the township’s building and planning 
department, announced that he gave 
administrative approval to the business to 
open at that address.
   T-Rex Arms is owned by Anthony and 
Nikki Paluch of New Boston,
   Anthony is a Marine who now works as 
an engineer at Ford Motor Company. He is a 
longtime gun enthusiast and grew up in New 
Boston.
   Nikki was director of an art gallery in 
Birmingham, but now is home taking care 
of their two-year-old, twin sons. The former 
Nikki Hansen is a 1990 graduate of Belleville 
High School.
   Nikki said the former Manimark building 
has 18,000 square feet with 2,200 of that 
retail space.
   She said they will have 50-yard lanes so 
people will be able to sight in their rifles.
   She said they plan a soft operning in 
December and will be releasing more 
information.
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1995.

734.697.2888
www.innovativecomputers.net

FREE ESTIMATES

$99
Save $70 
with our virus removal special. 

 $170  
              

$1999
WEBSITE SPECIAL
                             4 page custom design

Yellow Jackets, 
Hornets, & Ant 
Season Is Here!

Commercial &
Residential Service

Specializing In
Bed Bug Control.

734-699-6889

By Second Graders at Edgemont
Stacy Porzondek’s Room

   Second grade students at Edgemont 
Elementary are becoming young leaders 
in our community! On Wednesday, Oct. 
21, the students took a field trip to visit 
the Belleville Museum, Horizon Park, City 
Hall, Victory Park and the Fred C. Fisher 
Library.
   “We went on the field trip because we 
wanted to learn about Belleville. We 
are making brochures about our city,” 
explained second-grade student Irving 
Camacho. With hopes to bring visitors 
to our community and inform current 
residents, the Edgemont Eagles are creating 
their own Belleville brochures.
   “One thing we did was met police officers 
and visit the police station. It was very cool 
and really fun because we got to meet Chief 
Berriman and go in the police cars!” said 
Abigail Cichowski, as she explained one 

Edgemont second graders 
explore downtown Belleville

topic she would include in her brochure.
   “I liked seeing Booville because there is a 
lot of cool stuff. I can use that information 
in the Seasonal Highlights part for my 
brochure!” exclaimed student Madelyn 
Underwood.
   The Edgemont Family would like to 
thank Tom Fielder, Carol Thompson, Tara 
McCann, Katie Dallos, Chief Berriman, all 
of the officers, and our many chaperones 
for their support and generosity. The 
students had a blast learning about their 
beloved community!

Editor’s Note: Ms. Porzondek said her 
second-grade students collaboratively 
wrote the information about their field 
trip in hopes it would be included in the 
Independent. She said she typed as they 
orally provided sentences, and then they 
edited together.

Belleville Community 
Art Show set for Friday, 
Saturday, Sunday
 

   The Belleville Area Council for the Arts 
presents this year’s Community Art Show,    
Nov. 6, 7, and 8 at the BYC, 831 E. Huron 
River Drive.
   The show is free and open to the public 
to attend.
   From 7 to 9 p.m. on Friday, Nov. 6, there 
will be an evening reception with many of 
the artists and guest judges in attendance. 
Awards will be announced at about 7:30 
p.m.
   The show continues Saturday, Nov. 
7, from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. and Sunday, 
Nov 8, from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.   For more 
information contact Becky Hasen at (734) 
347-0430 or artshow@bacaart.org .
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Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to Dealer.  May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

USED CAR SPECIAL

2016 FUSION SE
with Tech Pkg.

24 month lease for

$130/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $3,500

BUY AS LOW AS $19,315.

2016 ESCAPE SE
24 month lease for

$114/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $3,250. BUY AS LOW AS $20,427.

2015 EDGE 
SEL AWD

with Leather. 24 month lease for

$249/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $2,000.

BUY AS LOW AS $32,591.

2013 F-150 CREW CAB 
4X4 FX4

with Leather and Moonroof

$32,388

New 
DETAIL SHOP
NOW OPEN!

LEASE PULL AHEAD
IS BACK!

AT  ATCHINSON FORD!
FORD WILL MAKE UP TO 6 PAYMENTS FOR MOST 

LEASES THAT EXPIRE BY MARCH 31, 2016!

2015 FOCUS SE
24 month lease for

$132/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $2,750. BUY AS LOW AS $16,039

2015 F-150
SUPERCAB XLT

4x4
24 month lease for

$239/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $6,050.

BUY AS LOW AS $32,785.


