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The Denton Road bridge has 
been closed by Wayne County 

for 1,173 days as of today.
(That’s 3.21 years or 28,152 hours)

Victoria Commons: 336 Victorian Lane Harbor Pointe: 392 Light Tower Court

Businesses: Garden Fantasy on Main Mobile home parks:162 Belle Villa

Rest of the City: 184 South Biggs

Independent photos by James Otzman

Due to the upcoming Christmas Day
Holiday, ALL ads must be submitted by

4 p.m. Friday, 12/19/25. Classified advertising
deadline is Noon Monday, 12/22/25.

EARLY DEADLINES

Winners in Belleville Home Lighting Contest
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Amenities 
• 100% Smoke free campus 
• Individual heating & cooling 
• Emergency in-unit pull cords 

•      Subsidized rent 
•      On-site laundry 
•      Transportation available 

 

    www.csi.coop         (800) 593-3052            TDD (800) 348-7011 

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 
 

For more information call: 
734-699-8676 

M-W-F    9am-Noon 

Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors 

BELLEVILLE CO-OP 
For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide  

the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 

White Pine
  DENTAL HEALTH

Your Smile Comes First!
Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002  187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo S.
Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,

and a University of Michigan graduate.

• Now Booking New Patients •
Open Evenings and Weekends

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

SERVING BELLEVILLE & SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN!

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 MICHIGAN AVE. – CANTON

Roofing •• Siding •• Flat Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES!

Licensed & Insured

CALL (734) 397-8122

OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Now Thru Dec. 31, 2025Now Thru Dec. 31, 2025
receive our cerTaiNTeeD roof 4-STarreceive our cerTaiNTeeD roof 4-STar

exTeNDeD warraNTy for free! curreNT &exTeNDeD warraNTy for free! curreNT &
PaST MiliTary MeMberS will receive aPaST MiliTary MeMberS will receive a

$250 cabelaS GifT carD!$250 cabelaS GifT carD!

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products
•  Hay and Straw  •  Poultry Food
•  Horse and Livestock Feed

Hours:
Mon-Fri 9aM-6pM  •  sat 9aM-5pM

sun 10aM-4pM

Like Us OnLike Us On

Willis Feed MillWillis Feed Mill
Your Wildlife 

Headquarters for 2025!

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
240 Main Street
Belleville, MI 48111
734.699.1010

Visit www.perspectiveeyecare.com to schedule online
Find us on Facebook and Instagram

Monday    9am-7pm
Tuesday    9am-6pm
Wednesday  9am-7pm
Thursday   9am-6pm
Friday     closed
Saturday   by appointment 
  Closed 1-2pm every day

Visit Perspective Eyecare for all your eyecare needs!

590 E. Huron River Drive – Belleville   734-391-7292590 E. Huron River Drive – Belleville   734-391-7292

PROTECTPROTECT THE NEW THE NEW  , , PRESERVEPRESERVE THE OLD! THE OLD!
- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -

KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERINGKP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING

RUSTPROOFING
Protect your 
vehicle from 
harsh winter 

snow and 
road salt. 
Call for an 

appointment 
today!

BEST CHIMNEYBEST CHIMNEY
&& MASONRY CO. MASONRY CO.OUR 63OUR 63  rdrd

YEAR!YEAR!
OUR 63OUR 63  rdrd

YEAR!YEAR!

« CHIMNEYS BUILT, REPAIRED & CLEANED
« MASONRY WORK
« SCREENS INSTALLED
« TUCK POINTING
« GUTTERS
« RESIDENTIAL
« COMMERCIAL
« VIOLATIONS
    CORRECTED
« FLEXLINERS
« CERTIFICATIONS
    INSPECTIONS

Licensed & Insured
State Lic # 40800

Family Owned

Workers
Compensation
& General
Liability
to Protect
Homeowner

WE DO
PORCHES

(313) 292-7722
(734) 242-2992

Since
1962

FREE
Estimates
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SECOND FRONT PAGE

Independent photos by Rosemary K. Otzman
A large crowd attended the data center meeting in the Van Buren Township Board of Trustees meeting room on Dec. 11 to find out the details of the proposed development called 
“Project Cannoli.” The 280 acres east of Haggerty, north of the I-94 N. Service Drive, west of Hannan Road and north to I-275 is planned to house a data center. The site plan has 
been reviewed by the township staff and sent back to Panattoni, the developers, for revisions. It is expected to be revised and before the planning commission on Jan. 14 or Jan. 28. 
The zoning allows data center by right.
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O  P  I  N  I  O  N  S
EXTRA THINGS I KNOW       ...By Rosemary K. Otzman

152 Main St., Suite 9, 
Belleville, MI  48111
734-699-9020

FAX 734-699-8962
Established Dec. 3, 1994          First Edition Jan. 5, 1995

The Belleville-Area Independent is a free, weekly newspaper 
published each Thursday in Belleville, MI.

Editor Emeritus:
 Rosemary K. Otzman
Advertising Manager:

Janet Millard
Bookkeeper: James Otzman

Production Manager:
James Otzman

Office Manager: Yvette Gorecki
Editorial Cartoonist: Kathryn Wood
Belleville Area Independent™ is a Trademark 
and is registered with the United States Patent 

and Trademark Office, Reg. No. 3,751,670
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LLC (Michigan Limited Liability Company)

The Independent is owned and operated by 
a Michigan Limited Liability Company made up of 

members of this community.

Member: Michigan Press Association

Entire contents of this paper is 
Copyrighted © 2025 - All rights reserved.

This paper is available free at sites throughout the 
community. To get the Independent delivered by 
mail, cost is $55 per year for postage, Outside of 
Michigan - $60 per year, outside of the USA - call.
Also available free to download on our website.

Deadline for news & ads (see below) is Noon of every 
Monday. Deadline for ads smaller than 1/2 page is Noon 
Monday, and all advertising 1/2 page or larger is Noon 
Friday, with the exception of certain holiday weeks. 

Classified ad deadline is Noon of every Tuesday.

www.bellevilleareaindependent.com
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Editorial:

Parents shocked 
by video of student 
beating on teacher
   Last week, parents were shocked by a video 
on social media showing a Belleville High 
School student whaling away with his fists 
on a teacher in the classroom. The teacher 
directed him to sit down and he just came 
closer to the teacher, bunched up his fists, 
and started punching. The teacher was able 
to get him under control and the video ended.
   One wonders who was recording this 
with a cell phone and if that person knew in 
advance that the student was going to attack 
the teacher. Students are not allowed to have 
their cell phones on during class, but students 
say very few adhere to that rule.
   Belleville Police Chief Kris Faull said 
the teen was taken into custody after the 
assault. She said police tried repeatedly to 
get through to the Wayne County Juvenile 
Justice Detention Center and failed to get 
any return calls. They turned the teen over to 
the custody of his father. Meanwhile police 
are preparing criminal charges to submit to 
the Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office, as 
required by law.
   Some teachers report they are fearful in their 
jobs because, they say, the administration 
does not stand behind them when they try to 
discipline a student.
   We know that parents are the ones who are 
responsible for disciplining their children, 
but in this culture fewer are doing so. One 
mother told me she was afraid of her teen and 
locked her bedroom door at night to protect 
herself.
   If no one gets the kids under control, what 
will our society become?

   Elena Manalp, of the communications 
department at Van Buren Township, 
recently was named one of the five Student 
Ambassadors of Sessions College for 2025-
26. She is taking classes online to get a 
Bachelor of Fine Arts in Digital Photography. 
The classes are very difficult and she has 
worked very hard, getting A’s in every class 
so far. Her new classes begin in early January.
   Each year the college selects Ambassadors 
to provide their feedback and perspectives on 
upcoming college projects. The college said 
these Ambassadors help the staff and faculty 
better understand the students’ needs, shaping 
how the programs and services evolve to 
create a positive student experience.
   We are very proud to have Elena’s photos 
in our paper and to have her as a part of our 
community.

***
   Social media comments are pointing out the 
bald eagle nest that has been seen for years in 
the area just north of the I-94 Service Drive 
in the area of Hannan Road. That’s part of the 
proposed data center property introduced to 
Van Buren Township residents last week in a 
public meeting. Such nests have been taken 
seriously in the past, so it will be interesting 
to see if the eagle nest cuts off part of the 
280 acres planned as the site for the new data 
center.
   Ron Akers, the township’s director of 
municipal services, told me the preliminary 
site plan for the data center is expected to 
be on the planning commission agenda on 
the first or second commission meeting in 
January – Jan. 14 or 28. He said the staff 
has reviewed the site plan and sent it back 
to the developer for revisions. When I talked 
to Ron, he hadn’t received the updated site 
plan back yet.

   The site is zoned properly for a data center 
“by right” so the only thing the township can 
do is work with the details of the project.
   At the overcrowded meeting in the township 
board meeting room on Dec. 11, DTE told 
people that it had power for the project. An 
electric substation is on the site-plan drawing. 
Also, the township’s engineering consultant 
told residents that the project will not be 
using township water and will be getting its 
water from a 42” main. The developers said 
they will not discharge water into Belleville 
Lake or Edison Lake, although one wonders 
where it will go.
   We’ll find out more of the details in the 
future planning commission meetings. For 
that Dec. 11 meeting people had to walk 
around to tables with signs on them and then 
to talk to officials when they could get a 
word in edgewise among the pushing crowd 
members – some of whom were quite rude 
and pushed cell phones into the officials’ 
faces as they spoke. At the commission, 
the public is seated and the reports are not 
only given verbally, but they are available in 
writing. And, the meetings are very polite.

***
   A news report out of Los Angelos on Dec. 
10 said an electric school bus suddenly 
caught fire beneath a freeway overpass in 
the San Fernando Valley about 9:20 a.m. No 
children were on board, but the bus driver 
was hospitalized for minor smoke inhalation. 
The fire fighters were able to knock down 
the majority of the flames by 10:55 a.m., but 
they had to stand by. The bus was powered 

by lithium-ion batteries which are volatile 
and require hours of post-extinguishment 
monitoring to prevent reignition, according 
to the report. The cause of the fire remained 
unknown.
   The Van Buren Public Schools announced 
receiving five “free” electric school buses 
through a grant and then a news report listed 
them as getting about 10 more. These are the 
buses that will be parked 
at the former Haggerty 
Elementary School once 
that school is converted 
into a bus garage and 
warehouse area.
   OUR Next Energy 
was setting up a large 
business on the Ashley 
Crossroads site on Ecorse/Haggerty roads to 
make lithium-ion batteries but now has cut 
down on the space it needs since the use of 
those batteries is not as great as expected. 
The space they are using is just one-third of 
the building they had planned to fill.
   These lithium-ion are the batteries that 
have burst into flame in a couple of vehicle 
salvage areas in Sumpter Township. It is also 
the reason that a neighbor to one of those 
newer salvage yards is asking the township 
to require a fire wall to be set up between that 
lot and her home. She said the fire wall won’t 
stop the blaze from coming if a car explodes, 
but it will give her time to get to safety.

***
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O  P  I  N  I  O  N  S Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

Upcoming Meetings

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips.
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

Letters

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at:
chinakingbelleville.comchinakingbelleville.com

LUNCH •• DINNER
Best Buffet Around!

Next to the Belleville Post Office
HOTSPOT

BEER & WINE AVAILABLE • DRIVE-THRU PICKUP
Delivery AvAilAble Thru uber eATS, Grubhub & DOOr DASh!

OPEN HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY  1:00AM – 9:00PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY  11:00AM – 10:00PM
SUNDAY    11:30AM - 9:00PM

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

Open: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3
ANNOUNCEMENT

Karen’s Place has a new Nail Tech.
Call Lexi for an appointment today!

•   Business Accounting & Financial Statements
•   Payroll Services
•   Business and Personal Tax Returns
•   Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation
•   Audits, Reviews & Compilations

Full Service Accounting Firm for Business & Individuals

152 Main Street
(in The Professional Building)

Belleville, MI 48111

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

All major credit cards accepted

Visit our website
www.havencpa.com

Denise W. Baker,
MSA, CPA

Gayl Parr,
CPA

Lance Siemen,
CPA, CFE, CFF, CAMS

Susheel Saini,
CPA

Fomerly Known as
Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.

Patronize Our 
Advertisers!

They are the ones 
who give you this 

free paper!

The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

READ THE
NEWSPAPER ONLINE!

Brown Funeral Home 
thanks those who helped
To the editor:
   When most people think of funeral homes 
they think of death.  But what we really do 
well is celebrate life. 
   A special thank you goes out to the 
sponsors of our recent events that helped 
to bring the community together. We have 
two events each year that honor lives. They 
are the Tree of Remembrance and Angel of 
Hope ceremonies. We have been hosting 
these for the past 20+ years. This year we 
changed the Tree of Remembrance; the 
ceremony began as soon as guests arrived. 
Next year we are open to many new ideas, 
including a community cookie exchange.
   This year, for the Angel of Hope (a 
ceremony for those who have a child that 
died -- held every year on Dec. 6 at 7 
p.m.) we also had the Winterfest parade. 
We would like to thank the planners for so 
graciously holding off the fireworks until 
the ceremony was finished. Because all city 
fire trucks were in the parade, Van Buren 
Township Fire Department came to light 
up the cemetery at night, and Davenport 
Construction again provided the heavy-
duty generator for sound, lighting, etc.
   We would also like to thank the following 
who always help make these events 
spectacular:
   • Rev. Robert White of Grace Baptist 
Church
    • Pinter’s Flowerland   on Rawsonville 
Road
   • Cheryl Wagoner for ringing the bell 
   • The volunteers who set up, host, and 
clean up for both events  
   • The City of Belleville
   It is truly our pleasure celebrating our 
community. Happy Holidays to everyone.

Shelly Brown-Chudzinski
David C. Brown Funeral Home

We need help to get
a seizure service dog
To the editor:
   My daughter has been diagnosed with 
PNES (psychogenic non-epileptic seizures) 
and we are looking for donations to help 
get her a seizure service dog. https://
gofund.me/5bf8cc957.
   We are hoping to spread this call for help 
within the community. If you go to the Go 
Fund Me link, you can find out more about 
her diagnosis.

Nicole McGuire
Van Buren Township

St. Jude Thaddeus Novena
To the editor:
   Please publish the following.

St. Jude Thaddeus Novena
    May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, 
glorified, loved and preserved throughout 
the world now and forever.
   Sacred Heart of Jesus, hear my prayer. St. 
Jude Thaddeus, worker of miracles, pray 
for us. St. Jude Thaddeus, helper of the 
helpless, pray for us.
   Say this prayer nine times a day for nine 
days. On the ninth day, prayers will be 
answered. Must be published.
   Thank you, St. Jude Thaddeus.

C.P., Wayne

St. Jude Novena
To the editor:
   I want to thank St. Jude for answering 
my prayers.

St. Jude Novena
   May the Sacred Heart of Jesus be adored, 
glorified, loved, and preserved throughout 
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, worker of 
miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, keeper of 
the hopeless, pray for us.
   Say the St. Jude Novena prayer nine 
times a day. By the eighth day your prayer 
will be answered. It had never been known 
to fail. Publication must be promised.

Peacefully, J.C.P.

   • Tuesday, Dec. 30 – Van Buren Township 
Downtown Development Authority, NO 
MEETING.
   • Monday, Jan. 5 – Belleville City 
Council, 6:30 p.m.
   • Thursday, Jan. 8 – Keystone Academy 
School Board, 5 p.m. Also, Belleville 
Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Jan. 14 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Jan. 20 – Belleville City 
Council, 6:30 p.m. Also, Van Buren 
Township Board of Trustees, 6 p.m., with 
5 p.m. work/study as needed.
   • Wednesday, Jan. 28 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m.
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(continued on page 11)

Licensed & Insured
       Honest & Reliable

Free Estimates
   Service & Repair
       Drain Cleaning
          Gas Lines & More

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Plumbing

Friends of MI Animals Rescue
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All

51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734-461-9458
info@friendsofmichigan.org
www.friendsofmichigan.org

HOURS: MON-FRI BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, 
SATURDAY 11AM-3PM OPEN TO PUBLIC 

ADOPTIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

The Hair StationThe Hair Station
(734) 796-4795(734) 796-4795

151 Main Street151 Main Street
Belleville   MI   48111Belleville   MI   48111

thehairstationthehairstation151151@yahoo.com@yahoo.com

INQUIRE ABOUT 
OUR SPECIALS!

Scott Beard
Manager/Director

19865 Sumpter Road
Belleville, Michigan 48111

 734-699-6000
 734-699-6060
 info@simplealternatives.net
 www.simplealternatives.net

DIRECT
CREMATIONS

From $1,495

Arrwood Construction
Grading, Excavating, etc.

Bill Arrwood
owner

313-363-6590

49450 Judd Rd.
Belleville, MI.  48111

arrwoodconstruction@yahoo.com

RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL  INDUSTRIAL 
 

Email: blservices1990@gmail.com 

A Division of  
C&C Management 
Services, LLC  

P.O. Box 243 
Belleville, MI 48112 

Phone: 313-826-5723 

• Heating Ventilation 
    & Air Conditioning 
• Sheet Metal 
• Hot Water Tanks & Furnaces 
• Plumbing Repairs 
• Appliance Installation 
• Handyman Services 
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Clutter Cleaners

10% Discount for US Military/Veterans/Seniors & 1st Time Customers
(734) 583-9523  Licensed & Insured
Cluttercleaners734@gmail.com Locally Owned

•  Full Service Junk Removal
•  Dump Trailer Rentals
•  Garage/Barn Clean-Outs
•  Trash/Junk/Debris Removal
•  Material Delivery
•  Yard Clean-Ups, Deck/Pool/
   & Jacuzzi Removal
•  Storage Units

George E. Long, III
Attorney & Counselor At Law

Federal & State Criminal
and Civil Defense

DUI  •  Wills  •  Probate Matters
Divorce  •  Social Security Disability

Notary Public

734-345-9430
321 Main Street, Belleville, Mi 48111     GlonGlaw.coM

•  Storm Clean Up
•  Free Estimates
•  Tree Topping & Trimming
•  Tree & Shrub Removal
•  Stump Removal • Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts

50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD/BRUSH!

BONECUTTERS
TREE EXPERTS, LLC

(734) 431-4202

STORM DAMAGE & 
FALL DISCOUNTS!

YEAR ROUND
SERVICE BY

PROFESSIONALS

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At the end of the open meeting 
part of the Van Buren Public Schools 
Board of Education on Monday, school 
superintendent Pete Kudlak said the district 
has had a “rough week or so.”
   Supt. Kudlak said, “People in our 
buildings don’t feel safe. It hurts all our 
hearts that our people don’t feel safe.” He 
said they would “work to make it better.”
   That was his only comment at the board 
meeting concerning the student who 
recently attacked a teacher with punches 
in a classroom. A cell phone recording of 
the assault by a student was reportedly 
circulated throughout the school building 
within five minutes of the attack and went 
on social media thereafter.
   Board member David Shall said he was, 
“proud of the way kids reacted to violence,” 
without further explanation.
   The teen who attacked the teacher in 
the video was put in custody of his father 
by police, who are seeking a warrant to 
prosecute him.
   No parents attended the school board 
meeting to speak about the offense, but 
the student representative on the board that 
evening, Artrell Green, thanked the high 
school principal for handling “issues,” 
without explanation. The principal was not 
present at the meeting.
   In other business at the 90-minute open 
meeting, the board:
   • Met the new Rawsonville Elementary 
School principal Christen Hawkins, who 
will begin her job on Jan. 5. She said she 
has been a principal for four-and-a-half 
years in Ypsilanti and 12 years as a teacher 
in Michigan and in Georgia;
   • Approved Stacey Buhro as a new 
Belleville High School counselor as 
of Dec. 1, Lauren Trejo as Edgemont/
Savage speech pathologist as of Dec. 
8, Tyler Jackson as social worker at the 
Early Childhood Center as of Dec. 11, and 

Supt. Kudlak: ‘It hurts all our hearts that our people don’t feel safe’
Hawkins as Rawsonville principal;
   • Accepted the resignation of Owen 
teacher Danielle Duda-Buckshaw after less 
than a year of service;
   • Accepted the resignation of custodian 
Sarah Charlton as of Oct. 1 after one-and-
a-half-years of service;
   • Approved employing Ronda Orr as a 

paraprofessional at Savage Elementary 
School as of Dec. 2 and Anna Lauber as 
a secretary at Edgemont Elementary as of 
Dec. 1;
   • Approved 20-25 students, grades 9th-12th, 
to attend the KLAA Student Leadership 
Conference for student council officers and 
leaders in Grand Rapids Feb. 20-23. Cost 

to students is $350 each and fundraising is 
available to cover the fees;
   • Were informed about progress in the 
Regional Alliance for Healthy Schools 
(RAHS) and were told the clinic at the 
school is expected to open in January. It is 
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Things to do in the
Belleville area...

To build a better world,
start in your own community!

Obituaries

CREMATION
$995.00 complete
NO Hidden Service Fees

(800) 331-5051
DUZAK Funeral & 

Cremation Center, Inc.
Southeast Michigan’s Lowest 

Cremation Cost Provider
Since 1977

www.duzakcremation.com

(734) 697-4500
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.

David C. Brown
Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Serving Belleville, Sumpter townShip & van Buren townShip For over 41 YearS

Pursuit of Excellence
National Funeral Directors Association

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember
Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember
David C. Brown, Founder  •  Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager

Licensed & Insured
       Honest & Reliable

Free Estimates
   Service & Repair
       Drain Cleaning
          Gas Lines & More

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Plumbing

Friends of MI Animals Rescue
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All

51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734-461-9458
info@friendsofmichigan.org
www.friendsofmichigan.org

HOURS: MON-FRI BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, 
SATURDAY 11AM-3PM OPEN TO PUBLIC 

ADOPTIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT

Would you like to have your Church listed in this directory?
Call Advertising Manager Janet Millard at 734-699-9020 today!

 
 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible For Life 7pm 

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
Sunday Morning Worship 9 a.m. & 11 a.m.
Wednesday Adult, Youth & Children @ 7 p.m.

Visit rol-agg.com      (734) 699-6700

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM

Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM

www.ridgeroadcoc.org   (734) 485-2930

Ridge Road Church of Christ

SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M.
Connect Classes

11 a.m. Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M.
S.O.S. Recovery & Support Group

WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M.
Bible Study & Youth Groups

894 E. Huron River Dr. 
Belleville

JOIN US IN PERSON, ONLINE & 
FOLLOW US ON

409 W. Columbia Avenue  (734) 697-1211
▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm

▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
▪ Mondays:  6:30pm Adoration
www.stanthonybelleville.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

BELLEVILLE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Mornings
Bible Study 10:00  Worship 11:30

89 South Edgemont
bellevillesda.com

Moving forward           417 Charles
in Christ together!          Sunday 10am
bellevillefirstumc.org         734.697.9288

BELLEVILLE FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
6020 Denton Road

Belleville, MI 48111    (734) 483-2276
www.faithchurchdenton.org

Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study & 
refreshments after Worship.

11900 Belleville Road
Service and Sunday School

10:00 a.m.

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

SOLID ROCK CHURCH BELLEVILLE
“The Whole Gospel to the

Whole World by the Whole Church”
Come worship with us

Sundays at 5pm
Wednesday Bible Study

at 7pm
494 W. Columbia Ave.494 W. Columbia Ave.
Belleville, MI 48111Belleville, MI 48111

Sunday Eucharist 
10:00am

Wednesday 
Eucharist 5:45pm

www.trinitybell.org

All are Welcome!

11575 Belleville Road
Belleville, MI 48111

discoverlifepointe.com  .  45170 Hull Road
Services: Sunday @ 11 .  Wednesday @ 7

Our Mission is His Message!

Sunday Worship
Service @ 10:30

AWANA - Wednesday
Night @ 6:00

42682 Ecorse Rd.
BellevilleBaptist ChurchBaptist Church

Join us this Sunday
10:00 am Study | 11:00 am Worship

Join us this Wednesday
7:00 pm Prayer

960 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 48111
bbcbelleville.com | 734-697-0566

Bethlehem Baptist Church

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole
152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111 eversoleamy@gmail.com

Call 734-718-8574
•• Estate Planning  •• Probate  •• Property Law

BETTY MERRITT
August 10, 1929 – December 11, 2025
Betty Merritt, age 96, of Van Buren Township, 
MI, passed away on December 11, 2025, with 
her family by her side. She was born on August 
10, 1929, to Martin and Elly (Christiansen) 
Olsen in Ferndale, Michigan. Betty practiced 
Christian Science as her faith. She retired to 
Myrtle Beach, South Carolina in 1986, and 
returned to Michigan in 2013; enjoying the sun 
and weather of the south. She loved dachshunds. 
Betty was also a bird watcher and enjoyed 
nature. A fun lady who will be missed by many.
She is survived by her children Toni Merritt 
Bess of Van Buren Township, MI, and Norman 
Martin (Jane) Merritt, of Mountain Rest, SC; 
her grandson Michael Norman (Kelsey) Bess 
of Saginaw, MI; and her great-granddaughters, 
Charlie Michelle and Ava Antoinette, as well as 
many friends and neighbors.
She was preceded in death by her parents 
Martin and Elly Olsen, her husband Frank John 
Merritt, her brother Billy M. Olsen, and her 
son-in-law Ricky Bess.
According to her wishes, dignified cremation 
rites have been accorded with the David C. 
Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River 
Drive, Belleville, MI.
www.davidcbrownfh.com 
If desired, donations would be appreciated in 
Betty’s memory to the Ausable Valley Animal 
Shelter.  www.ausablevalleyanimalshelter.org

Betty Merritt

TONI ANNE FREDENDALL
March 11, 1958 – December 9, 2025
Age 67, of Belleville, passed away after many 
health battles, lastly stage 4 Chronic Obstructive 
Pulmonary Disease (COPD). Survived by 
children Alan and Laura, siblings Floyd and 
Renee, 3 grandchildren. Anatomical donation 
to the U of M Medical School for research 
and study. Arrangements by David C. Brown 
Funeral Home.
www.davidcbrownfh.com 

    • Saturday, Dec. 20 – Christmas 
photos with Santa, 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at the Belleville Area Museum. Festival 
of Holiday Trees also continues at the 
museum.
    • Tuesday, Dec. 23 – Redemption Bible 
Church will hold a Christmas service at 7 
p.m. The church meets at Antioch Baptist 
Church, 6538 Rawsonville Rd.
    • Wednesday, Dec. 31 – Welcome the 
New Year at the Van Buren Eagles, 9961 
Beck Rd., Van Buren Township. The 
party is Celebrating 100 years of Great 
Gatsby and 1920’s dress attire is optional 
but encouraged. Doors open at 5 p.m. to 
ticket holders only. Catered dinner at 6 
p.m. Tickets are $50 per person and are 
available at the bar and online. Balloon 
drop at midnight and pizza. Live music. 
Open to the public.
    • Wednesday, Feb. 4 – Chief 
meteorologist Joel Fritsma will tell all 
about the Michigan Storm Chasers at the 
Michigan Flight Museum, 47884 D Street, 
Willow Run Airport. The talk begins at 
7:30 p.m., doors open at 6:30. (734) 483-
4030. $10 per person for non-members; 
museum members free with registration.
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$3 OFF
Total Purchase
of $15 or more

With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions.

1 coupon per customer. Exp. 10/30/25

$5 OFF
Total Purchase
of $25 or more

With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions.

1 coupon per customer. Exp. 10/30/25

$7 OFF
Total Purchase
of $40 or more

With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions.

1 coupon per customer. Exp. 10/30/25

20% OFF
Any

Lunch Orders

With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions.

1 coupon per customer. Exp. 10/30/25

Valid
10am to 2 pm

 Call Milton's at 734-391-0190

Tell us you want to transfer to
Milton's

Done, we do the rest!

Old Pharmacy

Transfer to Milton's TODAY

The Pharmacy

on Main St

that's here to

stay!

248 Main St 
Belleville, MI 48111

    AFFORDABIE
VETERINARY HOUSE-CALLS AVAILABLE

CLINIC  (734) 699-3800

BUDGET FRIENDLY

CUSTOMIZABLE

VACCINE PACKAGES

304 E. COLUMBIA
BELLEVILLE, Ml

AFFORDABLEVETCLINIC.NET

Photos courtesy of Elena Manalp, VBT Communications Dept.
Santa Claus greets Joel Yuhaz who came to see him with a list last Saturday at the 
Belleville Area Museum. They are surrounded by the Festival of Holiday Trees on the 
second floor. The Central Business Community will again bring Santa to the museum this 
Saturday, Dec. 20, 11:30 a.m. to 4 p.m. to meet with children and special-needs adults. 
Pictures with Santa are free, but donations are accepted.
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More Letters

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

we’re open monday–Friday, 8am-6pm

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM                    Keri Dasher, DVM

491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-6510

www.amcvanburen.com

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

Specializing in large and HazardouS removalS

PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE
24 Hr. EmErgEncy SErvicE
TrEE Trimming & rEmoval

STump & SHrubbEry rEmoval
cranE SErvicE  ••   FirEwood

Fully inSurEd  ••   FrEE ESTimaTES
SEnior ciTizEn diScounT

EMERGENCIES & 
BELLEVILLE AREA

Call Joe (734) 664-9285
10% OFF MENTION AD
Call Tom (734) 864-2243

ANY CONDITION OK
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE.

AERO REALTY
35890 GODDARD

ROMULUS, MI 48174
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

CASH FOR YOUR HOME

              

MEET QUACK!
A GENTLE SOUL IN A 
TINY FLUFFY BODY!

Quack may have a funny 
name, but he’s got the 
sweetest, softest heart. 
The shyest of his siblings, 
Quack is still figuring out that 
people can be pretty great-
especially when they come 
with yummy treats and a 
gentle touch.
New faces and loud voices 
can make him a little 
nervous, but with patience, 
quiet love, and maybe a few 
extra snacks, he’s starting to 
come out of his shell. Day by 
day, he’s learning that laps 
are cozy, scratches feel nice, 
and people can be trusted.
Quack is looking for 
someone special-someone 
who understands that love 
sometimes takes time, and 
that the quietest kittens 
often turn into the most 
devoted companions. In 
the right home, Quack is 
sure to blossom into a loyal 
little cuddle buddy who just 
needed a little extra time to 
bloom.

Friends of Michigan
Animals Rescue
51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111
734-461-9458

www.friendsofmichigan.orgwww.friendsofmichigan.org

QUACK

ORPHANORPHAN
OF THEOF THE

WEEKWEEK

The Blue Tape Bandits
strike again
To the Editor:
   After checking my security cameras the 
other day, I saw someone come up to my 
free flag display that I moved on to my 
porch and the person was doing something 
there. So today I went out and checked it 
and as you can see by the pictures there 
were several objects all wrapped up in blue 
masking tape A sure sign of the BLUE 
TAPE BANDITS.
   I do believe this is a group of men that 
get together and bet on various games or 
events and the winner puts the proceeds 
into the donation box designated to 
Belleville VFW Post 4434. 
   I just want to PUBLICLY THANK them 
for their continuous support to the VFW 
Flag Program. And this IS NOT the first 
time they dropped off sizable donations, 
several hundred $$ over the last few years.
Pete Pitzen, chairman
Flag Committee
Veterans of Foreign Wars, Post 4434
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December 13  & December 20thth

Photos for Special Needs 11:30am - 12pm
12pm - 4pm

at the Belleville Area Museum
Donations
Welcome

Photos with Santa

Presenting Sponsors:

Presented By:

No
Charge

Rent WAIVED until Feb. 1, 2025

 $699 / $999 Security Deposits

 Application Fee WAIVED

 Document Fee WAIVED when you mention this ad

20749 MARTINSVILLE RD, BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

MOVE IN NOW & SAVE    MOVE IN NOW & SAVE    BIG!BIG!
CALL TODAY!CALL TODAY!
(734) 205-1835 

Limited time offer. Program is subject to change or cancellation without notice. Restrictions apply. Cambio Communities,
SE Michigan Homes, SW Michigan Homes, Tribute and FS Homes are Equal Housing Opportunity Providers and do business
in accordance with the federal and applicable state Fair Housing Acts. It is illegal to discriminate against a person on the
basis of race, color, religion, sex, handicap, familial status or national origin. Cambio Communities LLC.  

Photo courtesy of Dee Groeneweg
Participants in the Healthy Habits and WiHn (cardio drumming) group from the Belleville 
First United Methodist Church did some caroling at Cedar Woods Assisted Living and 
Memory Care in Van Buren Township on Dec. 15. The carolers also shared cookies and 
Christmas cards with the residents. 

Photo courtesy of Elena Manalp, VBT Communications Dept.
The Paws with Claus event over two days at the Van Buren Township Downtown 
Development Authority Harris Park building brought 28 dogs to see Santa. They signed 
up for the schedule and, reportedly, the dogs were very orderly and there were no conflicts. 
The pictures were put on line and people voted for their favorites.
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VBPS
(continued from page 6)

(continued on page 12)

  Janet Deaton, CGC Evaluator
American Kennel Club

janet@dogsbyjanet.com       (734) 604-1720dogs by janet ~ Belleville

ay hello to JasperS
© 2025 D2 Enterprises, All Rights Reserved. USA

Jasper is now scheduling volunteer 
appearances in our Tricommunity 
area.
He’s credentialed and insured with 
both Alliance of Therapy Dogs and 
Canines for Christ — committed to 
brightening your day!

Dudek Heating & Cooling
Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured • Free Estimates • Furnaces • Boilers
Air Conditioning • Duct Work • Humidifiers • Water Heaters

Generators • Electrical • Plumbing
Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, MI 48111

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

LLC

STANDING TIMBER
Family Owned & Operated

Land Clearing & Grinding
Services Available

Sawmill Office
1-(517) 254-4463

WANTED TO BUY

HONESTY IS OUR POLICY!

BAI

50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville • 734-325-7065
Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm

Disc Brake special
premium paDs & rotors,

incluDes laBor, starting at $400
Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-25

W. Columbia Ave. E. Columbia Ave.

Main St. E. Huron River D
r.
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SENIORS, VETERANS &
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE

10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-25

$4999

BAIBAIWITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-25

$150HEATER CORE
FLUSH Includes

Coolant

VEHICLE CHECK
Belts, Hoses, Etc.

let’s get reaDY For Winter!

Paid for by:  Freedom Speech - Veteran - Advocate. 
Financing the Belleville Area since 1972. Charles E. Tackett II

The Affordable Care Act 
is not that affordable! 

If Obama Care is so 
good, why are not any 

congressmen on it? 
Humm!

run throught the University of Michigan. 
The clinic will provide sports exams, 
glasses, substance abuse treatment, 
pregnancy testing, sexually transmitted 
disease testing, and mental health services. 
If an adolescent is between the ages of 
14-17 mental health care can be private. 
Mature minors can have private pregnancy 
testing, STD testing, and family planning, 
but no birth control devices;
   • Heard details of the renovations planned 
for the heating and cooling of classrooms at 
Rawsonville Elementary School, starting 
at spring break and finishing before the 
new school year in August at a cost of 
$2,751,126 from the sinking fund;
   • Heard financial director Priya Nayak 
say the missing piece of information from 
the federal government has come in so the 
board approved the 2024-25 annual audit 

report previously presented;
   • Approved the Schools of Choice 
declaration for the second semester for an 
unlimited number of openings. Requests 
are being accepted Jan. 6-20. Trustee Shall 
suggested limiting new Schools of Choice 
students to 20% of the current students 
and after a discussion this issue was to 
be placed as the only item on a board 
workshop session this spring. Then there 
could be a change for the vote concerning 
Schools of Choice for the first semester 
of the 2026-27 school year. Trustee Vic 
DeLiberia also questioned the finances 
surrounding Schools of Choice and the 
staff needed;
   • Heard Reg Ion, a grandfather of 
students, say he doesn’t like Schools of 
Choice for various reasons. He said it leads 
to cheating in football and then the cheater 
went to a cheater university. He said when 
football players are recruited from other 
schools, students in this district don’t get to 

play. “You just want the money,” he said to 
the board. He then told of a school security 
guard who told his granddaughter that her 
father didn’t like black people. She said it 
twice to his granddaughter, who then told 
her that her father is married to a black 
woman who is her mother. He said his 
granddaughter was hurt and embarrassed 
and though she wrote out the incident on 
Nov. 7 and turned it in and tried to talk to 
a counselor, that didn’t happen. His son 
was promised a meeting with a counselor, 
but that hasn’t happened either. Ion said 
he wants to know the name of “Mama K” 
the security guard and he wants to know 
why she is working with children. “I’m not 
going to rest,” Ion said. “I’m looking for 
some answers.” Kudlak said he would call 
Ion;
   • Heard mother Angela Mears say she 
would like to correct a figure she quoted 
at a recent meeting. She said the BHS 
Class of 2026 raised $396 in November 
at Hungry Howie’s, not $365, and raised 
$465 in October. She listed other upcoming 
fundraising Dine to Donate events for the 
graduation party at the end of the year;
   • Approved the board’s organizational 
meeting to be held at 7 p.m., Jan. 12, at 
the BHS Commons. The meeting for the 
upcoming year will be set at that time; and
   • Went into closed-door session to 
discuss the superintendent’s evaluation 
and to consider a funding resolution 
that includes opting into a grant with a 
recission stipulation if the state doesn’t 
take action. When the board came back 
into open session, it voted to give Kudlak 
the highest rating as “effective” for the 
period of January-December 2025. No 
action was taken on the funding resolution. 
The meeting adjourned at 9:57 p.m.

Sumpter ZBA approves 
plumbing service 
business for downtown

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent editor

    After a 41-minute meeting of the Sumpter 
Township Zoning Board of Appeals on 
Nov. 20, the ZBA voted unanimously to 
permit a plumbing service business without 
a retail store to be considered suitable for 
the Central Business District zoning.
   The property at 19435 Sumpter Rd. had 
been used in the past as a veterinary clinic, 
marijuana farm, and other businesses.
   The township rezoned that area from C-2 
to CBD in an effort to build a downtown 
atmosphere at the corner of Sumpter and 
Willis roads.
   Steven Edwards said he plans to use 
Suite #5 in the back of the building for 
his plumbing service and didn’t want to 
sell plumbing supplies in the front of the 
building as required in the CBD zoning. He 
said he didn’t want to sell supplies because 
Ace Hardware is across the street and 
already sells such supplies to its customers.
   He said he wants to park his water trucks 
inside at the back where there are big 
doors. He said his vacuum trucks need to 
be stored out of the weather.
   The township planner said there had 
been eight violations on the building and 
didn’t know if they have been taken care 
of. Edwards said he thought they had.
   Edwards said there is room for apartments 
upstairs. He said his plans include a 
laundromat, coffee shop, and an executive 
office and he already has people interested 
in putting those in. He said there already 
are water taps that would suit a laundromat.
   Township trustee Matthew Oddy, who sits 
on the planning commission and the ZBA, 
said Sumpter is a farming community so 
its business district would look a little 
different. He wanted a fence to block off 
the trucks that would be in back.
   Also, a stipulation should be made so 
Edwards can put off the paving of the 
parking area until spring, so he doesn’t have 
to come back to the planning commission 
again, Oddy said.
   The motion put together by Oddy, with 
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Sumpter ZBA
(continued from page 11)

   “When I was a boy of 14, my father 
was so ignorant, I could hardly stand to 

have the old man around. But when I got 
to be 21, I was astonished at how much 
the old man had learned in seven years.”

– Mark Twain

“Never be afraid to try something new. 
Remember professionals built the 

Titanic but an amateur built the ark.”
– Father Brown

ADVANCED H & W
PAYING CASH
Buying Junk Cars & 
Trucks. Free 7 Day 

Pick Up. Call Today!
(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

WANTED

We Work
Monday – Saturday.

734-368-5088
734-545-5195

D.K. JUNK CAR
BUYERS

PAY CASH

GARAGE/YARD SALE SERVICES

FOR RENT

VEHICLES FOR SALE

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

FREE

SERVICES

A&L SERVICES
Home Improvement & 

Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 

Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

000000
CDL DRIVER NEEDED

Immediate Position. 
Local Driving, Home 

Every Night.
Kovalak Excavating 

Company
Call 734-645-0100

Local Excavating Company 
has openings for 

LABORERS
Wages Negotiable.

Kovalak Excavating 
Company

Call 734-645-0100

000000

HELP WANTED

Local Excavating Company
has opening for

BACKHOE & ALL SMALL 
EXCAVATING EQUIPMENT

POSITION
Prior Experience Necessary.

Kovalak Excavating 
Company

Call (734) 461-6838
  or  (734) 645-0100

000000

FOR SALE

Notice to Advertisers – 
private gun sales:

It is the responsibility of both the classified seller 
and buyer to ensure they understand all laws 
applicable to private gun sales in Michigan. The 
Belleville-Area Independent is not responsible 
for the legal compliance of classified buyers 
and sellers.

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

HUGE SALE-Lg 5 drawer metal filing 
cabinets, new items daily. All in heated 
carports. Everything must go. 1184 
Georgina Dr., Ypsilanti 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. 
Sat. Dec. 20 & Sun. Dec. 21.          12/18

------------

P.A. SYSTEM-Peavy MD-8 mixer. MBT 
power strip, feedback destroyer pro, 
QSC Rmx 2450 power amp. Peavy 8.5c 
1100 power amp. 3-way Peavy speakers 
with stands and Anvil Cases. $1,500  
(734) 730-9908                        01/01

------------
HOVEROUND TEKNIQUE XHD 
chair. Will fit larger person, very good 
condition. Comes with charging system. 
(734) 252-5185. Make offer.            12/18

------------
FRENCHIES, YORKIES, TEDDY 
BEAR & Cockapoos. Vet checked, happy 
puppies, $599 & up. View available 
pups at Petcitypets.com Ypsilanti. (734) 
487-0800 Come see the difference.   01/01

------------
WESTERN SNOWPLOW- 7 ½’. 
$500 OBO. (734) 417-3233         01/01

------------
FOOD GRADE BARRELS Plastic 
&- metal.  Inventory & pictures at 
www.mattsbarrels.com, call or text
(734) 474-5981.  Located in Willis.   12/18

------------
FENCE BOARDS 2 x 6 and 2 x 8, 
reasonable. (734) 461-1414 HAY, 
round bails (708) 646-7595        12/18

------------

2008 CHEVY HHR. Lots of new parts. 
$2,000  (734) 320-1493               12/18

------------

FIREWOOD & KINDLING. You cut. 
(734) 941-9567                            12/18

------------
FREE FILL. Delivery available. 
(734) 697-1183. Yost Sand & Gravel. 
Belleville.                                TFN

------------

509 N LIBERTY Completely remodeled 
1 bedroom, granite counter tops, new 
appliances, all new flooring. 2nd floor. 
650 credit score. $1,000/month, $1,500 
security deposit. (734) 775-4727      12/18

------------

------------
WANTED TO BUY – Standing 
timber. Sawmill office.
(517) 254-4463                   01/08

------------
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                            TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez’s. 601 E. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600                          TFN

------------

------------
MOM’S WITH MOPS – residential 
cleaning, call for free estimate.
(734) 620-6706 or (734) 583-8420  12/18

------------
INTERIOR / EXTERIOR 
MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof leaks, 
cleaning & gutter repairs, landscape 
maintenance, and power washing. 
(734) 796-3628                           01/08

------------
A-1 QUALITY MOBILE HOME 
SERVICE. Licensed over 50 yrs. Seniors, 
Veterans, 1st Responders & Educators 
10% off. (734) 397-2615                12/25

------------

LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE.
No job too small. Interior/exterior painting, 
wallpaper, plumbing, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774      04/03

------------

the help of the township planner, said the 
ZBA considers plumbing services with 
outdoor storage consistent with the CBD 
zoning and a fence should be put around 
the leased area. The hard surfacing of the 
parking area could be delayed no later 
than June 30, 2026. Also, the business 
needs to come up with a site plan that is 
in accordance with the ordinance, which 
would have the final approval by township 
staff.

Tanner Bailey, Pat Dyer 
accepted to program of 
distinction at Albion
   Van Buren Township residents Tanner Bailey 
and Pat Dyer, both first-year students at Albion 
College, have recently been accepted to a 
program of distinction.
   The college’s programs of distinction offer 
enhanced instruction, experiential learning 
opportunities, and focused career preparation 
in pre-medical studies, public policy, business, 
environmental studies, social change, 
professional education, and the liberal arts.
   Both Bailey and Dyer joined the Carl 
A. Gerstacker Institute for Business and 
Management.
   Bailey is a graduate of Belleville High School 
and Dyer is a graduate of Father Gabriel Richard 
High School.
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Birthdays

“Never be afraid to try something new. 
Remember professionals built the 

Titanic but an amateur built the ark.”
– Father Brown

City of Belleville Public Notice
CITY OF BELLEVILLE REGULAR CITY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday, December 1, 2025 - 6:30 pm

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF 
SILENCE
2. ROLL CALL
Mayor Voigt                  Present
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates   Present
Council Member Kissel Present
Council Member Beebe Present
Council Member Priest  Present
3. PRESENTATIONS & CITIZENS COMMENTS 
ON AGENDA ITEMS
• Presentations
  i. Changing of the Guard – City Council
      1. Judge Martin of the 36th District Court 
administered the Oath of Office to Council Members 
Kissel & Beebe.
  ii. Appointment of Mayor Pro-Tem – City Council
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Priest to 
re-appoint
Council Member Bates to the position of Mayor Pro-
Tem.
ROLL CALL:
Council Member Beebe  Aye
Council Member Priest   Aye
Mayor Pro Tem Bates     Aye
Council Member Kissel  Aye
Mayor Voigt                   Aye
Motion Carried.
  iii. Roll Call of New Council
Mayor Voigt                  Present
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates   Present
Council Member Kissel Present
Council Member Beebe Present
Council Member Priest  Present
  iv. KSpringer Media – Social Media Management
      1. Joey King and Jennifer Camilleri from 
KSpringer Media presented a slideshow of the 
services they offer.
• Citizen Comments
  i. None.
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
MOTION: Motion by Priest, supported by Kissel 
to amend the agenda as presented, adding items D: 
Discussion of Chambers at 330 Charles, and E: 
Plaque at 330 Charles.
Motion Carried.
5. CONSENT AGENDA
The Consent Agenda groups routine meeting 
discussion points into a single agenda item. In so 
doing, the grouped items can be approved in one 
action, rather than through the filing of multiple 
motions.
• Approval of Minutes
  i. November 17, 2025 – Regular Meeting Minutes
• Budget report
  i. None.
• Communications
  i. None.
• Council Follow-up list
  i. As of November 26, 2025
• Police Stats
  i. None.
• Fire Stats
  i. None.
• DPW Report
  i. None.
• Special Events
  i. None.
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Beebe to 
approve the consent agenda as presented.
Motion Carried.
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
a. None.
7. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
• None.
8. GENERAL BUSINESS DISCUSSION
a. Resolution # 25-037 – 2026 Council Meeting Dates
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Kissel to 
approve Resolution # 25-037, as presented.
Motion Carried.
b. Resolution # 25-038 – Liberty Street Watermain 
Bid Award
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Bates to 
approve Resolution # 25-038, as presented.
ROLL CALL:
Council Member Beebe Aye

Council Member Priest  Aye
Mayor Pro Tem Bates    Aye
Council Member Kissel Aye
Mayor Voigt                  Aye
Motion Carried.
c. Social Media Management for City of Belleville
MOTION: Motion by Beebe, supported by Priest to 
contract with KSpringer Media for management of 
the city’s social media.
ROLL CALL:
Council Member Beebe Aye
Council Member Priest  Aye
Mayor Pro Tem Bates    Aye
Council Member Kissel Aye
Mayor Voigt                  Aye
Motion Carried.
d. Discussion – Council Chambers at 330 Charles
  i. Item was discussed, deferred to future meeting.
e. Discussion – Plaque for Building at 330 Charles
  i. Item was discussed, deferred to future meeting.
9. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND 
DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURES
• Accounts Payable
• Departmental Expenditures
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Kissel 
to approve Accounts Payable and Departmental 
Expenditures in excess of $2,500, as presented.
ROLL CALL VOTE:
Council Member Priest  Aye
Council Member Beebe Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates   Aye
Council Member Kissel Aye
Mayor Voigt                  Aye
Motion Carried.
10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS
• Winterfest starts this Thursday, with the parade 
being held on Saturday. Decorations for the event 
are currently being set up. All event updates will be 
posted on the city & DDA’s social media.
• The renovations of 330 Charles St., the city’s soon-
to-be municipal building, are going well.
• Will present a timeline of the Liberty Water Main 
Project at a future meeting.
11. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS
Council Member Kissel
• Thank you to the Fire Department for their mutual 
aid response to the major fire at National RV Center in 
Van Buren Township.
• Very pleased with the social media management by 
KSpringer Media thus far for the DDA.
Council Member Priest
• Excited for the holidays.
Council Member Beebe
• Looking forward to Winter Fest.
• Would like to see if amending the charter via 
resolution is an option to clarify the timeline for 
appointment of the Mayor Pro-Tem.
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates
• The décor at City Hall looks nice.
• Thank you to the DPW for their hard work.
• Thank you to KSpringer Media Management for 
their presentation.
• Thank you for the re-appointment as Mayor Pro-
Tem.
• Looking forward to Winter Fest.
12. Mayor’s Comments
• Welcome to Greg Flynn, the Fire Department’s new 
embedded advisor.
• The hardware store is looking great.
• Looking forward to the judging of the holiday lights, 
as well as Winter Fest.
• Haywards was awarded a façade grant from the 
DDA.
13. CITIZENS’ COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS
• Chris Zweng
  i. Congratulations to Landon for completing his Fire 
1 & 2.
14. ACTION ITEMS FOR THE NEXT 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEEING
15. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Beebe to 
adjourn at 7:35 PM.
No objections were noted.
Motion Carried.
Respectfully submitted by,
Briana Papin, City Clerk/Treasurer
Publish: December 18, 2025

City of Belleville Public Notice
CITY OF BELLEVILLE 

CITY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 

The Belleville City Council will conduct a Public Hearing on 
Monday, January 5, 2026 at 6:30 P.M.   

 

The purpose of the public hearing is for public input on the 
city’s proposed Parks and Recreation Plan.  

 

The Public Hearing will take place at the Municipal 
Building, 6 Main Street, Belleville, MI  48111, in the City 

Council Chambers. 
 

Briana Papin, City Clerk/Treasurer 
 
Publish:   Dec. 18 and 25, 2025 and Jan 1, 2026 

Musings
By Janet Millard

Independent
Advertising Director

   This Third Thursday, Dec. 18, will find 
many businesses open with extended 
shopping hours. 
   Let’s start with 734 Beauty Lounge 
which will be taking walk-ins until 7 p.m. 
Garden Fantasy on Main will be open 
until 8 p.m. with beautiful flowers (I love 
their special 10 stems for $10) and unique 
gifts. And, popping up in their store will 
be: Vintner’s Winery, Barn Owl Design, 
Sparkle & Shine, Briar Patch Soy Candles, 
Northern Soy Candles and SJO Wellness-
Therapeutic Massage & Bodywork. 
   Twisted Willow Soap Company will be 
open util 8 p.m. with not only its amazing 
products but with Rebekah from Crafty 
Corners teaching a D.I.Y. Sewing Class for 
all ages. Then stop by Moving the Mitten 
for a massage from Relax & Renew, enjoy 
wonderful apple pie slices. Taking orders 
for whole apple pies is Miller’s Apple Piez 
and she will also have loose leaf tea, 3D 
and Crafts and Messy Crafter with clay 
earrings and car freshies.
   Crafted Beanery & Gift Shop will be 
open until 8 p.m. with its wonderful drinks, 
sweets, and gifts plus body and bath crafter 
Three Daughters Tallow. Hometown 
Thrifts & Gifts is so full of everything 
you will ever need and lots of crafts on 
consignment. In the 500 block of Main in 
addition to BB’s Belleville Boutique which 
has some great apparel and will be open 
until 8 p.m., are two new businesses. Next 
to the Butcher Shop, which is open until 7 
p.m., is Divine Grace & Lace and across 
the street in the Masonic Temple is Eliza 
Lynn Bridal & Events – both will be open 
until 8 p.m.
   Now, of course, the restaurants will be 
open even later: Johnny’s on the Lake, The 
Bait Shop, Rusted Crow, Baan Pad Thai 
and Egan’s Pub. I’m sure hoping the day 
isn’t far off when the Bayou Grill opens 
again but under a different name!

   There will continue to be pop-ups 
in some businesses on Main Street in 
January but the Belleville Central Business 
Community won’t be scheduling any until 
next April. So, start saving your money 
after Christmas so you can shop until you 
drop and support all our small businesses 
next year.

***
   Saturday, Dec. 20, may be the last 
opportunity for your children to tell Santa 
what they really, really want. He will be at 
the museum from 11:30 a.m. until noon to 
see special-needs children and adults. Then 
from noon until 4 p.m. he will spend time 
with everyone else. I did say “may be” 
because Santa seems to pop up in many 
places and just because I haven’t seen his 
schedule – he could show up somewhere 
on Christmas week.

***
   As everyone winds down this year, the 
Belleville Central Business Community 
is already making plans for its first event, 
the Flop E Bunny Candy Hunt scheduled 
for Easter Saturday at Victory Park. Once 
Santa leaves the building, you can start 
looking forward to the bunny’s arrival in 
Belleville at Victory Park next April.

***
   Redemption Bible Church has been 
meeting in the Belleville First United 
Methodist Church building for the last 
couple of years and has recently moved 
to 6538 Rawsonville Rd. in the Antioch 
Baptist Church building. You are invited to 
Redemption’s first Christmas Service in its 
new space on Tuesday, Dec. 23, at 7 p.m.  
Mark your calendars to celebrate this holy 
season with Redemption Bible Church.

***
   Do you have an item for this column? 
Call Janet Millard at (734) 699-9020.

   Dec. 22 – Gabbarella Hooks Simmons
   Dec. 23 – Drew Perez
   Dec. 24 – Ashley Lampert
   Dec. 28 – Mandy Maier



Page 14� Belleville Area Independent/December 18, 2025

The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

READ THE
NEWSPAPER ONLINE!

Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sunday, Dec. 7:
   0134 – fire dept. assist, Virginia St.
   0229 – fire dept. assist, Birch Dr.
   0303 – suspicious circumstance, 44000 bl. Judd Rd.
   0315 – fire dept. assist, Birch Dr.
   0359 – fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Sharon Ct.
   0812 – 911 hangup, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   0903 – alarm, 50000 bl. Willow Rd.
   0959 – property damage accident, New Mexico
   1048 – personal injury accident, Bemis/Martinsville
   1054 – suspicious person, 44000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1120 – alarm, 18000 bl. Martinsville
   1126 – 911 hangup, Stonecrest Dr.
   1208 – civil matter, Magnolia Dr.
   1235 – mental health call, Birch Dr.
   1346 – 911 hangup, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1838 – 911 hangup, Alaska St.
   1935 – property damage accident, Willis/Crandell 
Ct.
   2004 – suspicious circumstance, Rustic Ln.
   2109 – citizen assist, Wayside Dr.
   2323 – 911 hangup, Delaware St.
Monday, Dec. 8:
   0455 – alarm, 50000 bl. Willow Rd.
   0914 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1119 – follow-up investigation, out of township
   1335 – fire dept. assist, Ohio St.
   1339 – suspicious circumstance, 8700 bl. 
Rawsonville
   1355 – family trouble, Rustic Ln.
   1446 – fire dept. assist, Nevada St.
   1505 – fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Martinsville
   1728 – civil matter, Virginia St.
   1834 – welfare check, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.

There were 235 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police this week including the following.
Sunday, Dec. 7:
   0105 – domestic, Quirk Rd.
   0115 – welfare check, W. Archwood Dr.
   0223 – family trouble, Ironwood Dr.
   0251 – traffic offense, Haggerty/Ecorse
   0250 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd./N. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   1049 – property damage accident, Bemis Rd.
   xxxx – personal injury accident, Bemis/Martinsville
   1204 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, W. 
Huron River Dr.
   1319 – trespassing, Belleville Rd.
   1637 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1704 – road hazard, Belleville/Van Born
   1814 – family trouble, Bradley Dr.
   1849 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Jackson/Hayes
   1841 – threat, Aspen Ln.
   1913 – neighbor trouble, Oak Ln.
   2014 – assist other dept., Jackson St.
   2023 – welfare check, Belleville/Van Born
   2225 – motorist assist, Belleville Rd. / N. I-94 
Service Dr.
Monday, Dec. 8:
   0316 – welfare check, E. Huron River Dr.
   0417 – property check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0730 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   0726 – property damage accident, S. I-94 Service
   0825 – welfare check, Belleville/Van Born
   0828 – shooting, Jackson St.
   1249 – domestic, Sylvia Dr.
   1322 – larceny, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   xxxx – private property impound, Belleville Rd.
   1503 – property damage accident, Lohr Rd.
   1554 – animal complaint, Belleville Rd.
   1558 – civil matter, Van Born
   1616 – traffic offense, Robson Rd.
   1959 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Rawsonville
   2122 – intrusion alarm, Samuel Barton Dr.
   2135 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Lacy Dr.
   xxxx – repossession, Meadows Ln.
Tuesday, Dec. 9:
   0004 – family trouble, Tyler Rd.
   0153 – animal complaint, Tyler Rd.
   0308 – motorist assist, Ecorse/Belleville
   0501 – property damage accident, S. I-94 Service
   0513 – intrusion alarm, Rawsonville Rd.
   0531 – welfare check, Morton Taylor/N. I-94 
Service Dr.
   0718 – parking complaint, Ecorse
   0749 – animal complaint, Lake Crest Dr.
   0826 – assist fire dept., Parkwood Dr.
   0830 – family trouble, Maple Dr.
   0911 – welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   0923 – animal complaint, Sumpter/Hull
   1016 – neighbor trouble, Haggerty Rd.
   0935 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Westlake Cir.
   0951 – personal injury accident, WB I-94 / 
Rawsonville
   1053 – intrusion alarm, Marlowe Ave.
   1036 – welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   xxxx – assist fire dept., Bay Pointe Dr.
   1119 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1119 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1135 – animal complaint, Sheldon Rd.
   1159 – missing person, Park Estates Dr.
   1203 – welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   1302 – intrusion alarm, Colonial Rd.
   1511 – property damage accident, Haggerty/Tyler
   1548 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Beck
   1627 – assist other dept., E. I-94/Belleville
   1852 – trespassing, Haggerty
   1756 – background investigation, Tyler Rd.
   1819 – warrant arrest, E. Michigan
   1938 – fraud, Buchanan St.
   1944 – animal complaint, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   2006 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Belleville/S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2114 – welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2220 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Rawsonville/Martz
   2302 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville

Wednesday, Dec. 10:
   0103 – property damage accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr./Haggerty Rd.
   0930 – private property/property damage accident, 
S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0929 – intrusion alarm, Marlowe Ave.
   1214 – property check, Chinkapin Dr.
   1406 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1404 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   1409 – assist other dept., Michigan Ave./Dellor
   1704 – civil matter, Quirk Rd.
   1719 – welfare check, Belleville/Lake Villa Dr.
   1823 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Sunrise Ln.
   1850 – animal complaint, Tyler/Belleville
   2018 – welfare check, Quirk Rd.
   2044 – civil matter, Tyler Rd.
   2135 – welfare check, Country Walk Ct.
   2212 – domestic, Tyler Rd.
   2216 – private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville
   2340 – personal injury accident, N. I-94 Service Dr./
Belleville Rd.
Thursday, Dec. 11:
   0053 – noise complaint, Village Green Ln.
   0421 – motorist assist, Michigan Ave./Denton Rd.
   0456 – civil matter, Aspen Ln.
   0910 – fraud, Purple Sage Ct.
   1028 – animal complaint, W. Huron River Dr.
   1058 – property damage accident, Belleville/Ecorse
   1157 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Belleville
   xxxx – misc. complaint, McBride
   1301 – trespassing, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1509 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Denton
   1548 – 911 welfare check, Denton Rd.
   1717 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Ecorse / Haggerty
   1727 – fraud, Cobblestone Creek Dr.
   1842 – motorist assist, Haggerty/E. Huron River
   1858 – 911 welfare check, Jeremy Rd.
   1955 – noise complaint, Westlake Cir.
   2001 – private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd.
 Friday, Dec. 12:
   0412 – assist fire dept., Lake Point Blvd.
   0448 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Ecorse Rd.
   0526 – assist other dept., Bayshore Dr.
   0618 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   0616 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   0631 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   0745 – assist other dept., Michigan/S. Sheldon
   xxxx – repossession, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   xxxx – intrusion alarm, McBride Ave.
   0951 – intrusion alarm, Preswick Ct.
   1159 – traffic offense, Harmony Ln./S. I-94 Service 
Dr.
   1335 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Belleville Rd.
   1404 – lost property/child, Bog Rd.
   1414 – traffic offense, Belleville/Ecorse
   1520 – domestic, Anna Dr.
   1606 – welfare check, Park Estates Dr.
   1634 – missing person, Quirk Rd.
   2038 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   2242 – intrusion alarm, Tyler Rd.
   2254 – warrant arrest, Michigan
   2356 – noise complaint, Huron River Dr.
Saturday, Dec. 13:
   0112 – property damage accident, W. Huron River
   0135 – 911 welfare check, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   0306 – private property/property damage accident, 
Ecorse Rd.
   xxxx – repossession, Meadows Cir.
   0457 – intrusion alarm, Van Born
   0642 – intrusion alarm, Tyler Rd.
   0646 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Tyler Rd.
   0822 – civil matter, Anna Dr.
   1002 – welfare check, Rawsonville Rd.
   1050 – intrusion alarm, Marlowe Ave.
   1158 – assist other dept., Fret Rd.
   1339 – suicidal person, Brookview Dr.
   1418 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd.
   1420 – property damage accident, Haggerty/Ecorse
   1507 – welfare check, Park Estates Dr.
   1704 – harassment call, Sawgrass Ct.
   2315 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Rawsonville Rd.
Also, on this log are 89 traffic stops, 13 of which are 
on the I-94 and I-275 freeways.

Sunday, Dec. 7:
   1025 – property damage accident, Brain St.
   1929 – intrusion alarm, Main St.
   1954 – missing person, Main St.
Monday, Dec. 8:
   0031 – welfare check, Capistrano Ct.
   0043 – assist fire dept., Belle Villa
   0552 – assist fire dept., Clarence St.
   1050 – 911 welfare check, Main St.
   1315 – assist fire dept., Church St.
   1634 – animal complaint, W. Huron River Dr.
   1749 – assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr.
   2140 – animal complaint, Sumpter Rd.
   2233 – narcotics crime, Carmell St.
Tuesday, Dec. 9:
   0048 – intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
   0912 – intrusion alarm, E. Huron River Dr.
   1059 – assist fire dept., Bay Pointe Dr.
   1142 – ordinance violation – all 7300 MICR codes, 
Main St.
   1206 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1413 – juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   1756 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1815 – intrusion alarm, Owen St.
   xxxx – assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
Wednesday, Dec. 10:
   0930 – disorderly, E. Huron River Dr.
   1057 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1347 – fraud, Menlo Park Dr.
Thursday, Dec. 11:
   0308 – assist fire dept., San Carlos St.
   1524 – vehicle lockout, Sumpter Rd.
   1957 – welfare check, Main St.
   2200 – 911 welfare check, Carmell St.
   2333 – intrusion alarm, E. Columbia Ave.
Friday, Dec. 12:
   0642 – repossession, N. Liberty St.
   1516 – operating while intoxicated, E. Columbia 
Ave./South St.
   1859 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belle Villa Blvd.
Saturday, Dec. 13:
   0540 – intrusion alarm, Sumpter Rd.
   0734 – assist fire dept., Belle Villa Blvd.
   1248 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
There are 78 reports on this week’s log, 43 of which 
are traffic stops.

   1836 – property damage accident, 45000 bl. Harris
   1837 – juvenile matter, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
   1843 – 911 hangup, Kansas St.
   2031 – juvenile matter, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
   2040 – alarm, 23000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   2143 – fire dept. assist, 51000 bl. Judd Rd.
Tuesday, Dec. 9:
   0120 – fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   0441 – animal complaint, Willis/Martinsville
   0912 – suspicious circumstance, Mulberry Dr.
   0939 – harassment complaint, Mulberry Dr.
   1102 – civil matter, Edgewood Dr.
   1146 – suspicious circumstance, Second St.
   1410 – 911 hangup, Utah St.
   1846 – follow-up investigation, out of township
   1914 – assault, Rustic Ln.
   1954 – follow-up investigation, Texas St.
   2035 – follow-up investigation, Rustic Ln.
   2151 – suspicious circumstance, 45000 bl. Paris Dr.
   2152 – suspicious person, Arizona St.
   2156 – assist other agency, 46000 bl. Reed Ave.
   2255 – 911 hangup, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Wednesday, Dec. 10:
   0338 – welfare check, Magnolia Dr.
   0405 – suspicious circumstance, 8200 bl. Oakville 
Waltz
   0811 – death investigation, 43000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1101 – suspicious circumstance, 46000 bl. Executive 
Dr.
   1208 – suspicious vehicle, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   1249 – follow-up investigation, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1414 – animal complaint, 23000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1418 – suspicious person, 44000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1429 – mental health call, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1431 – follow-up investigation, out of township
   2117 – fire dept. assist, Brookview Dr.
Thursday, Dec. 11:
   0132 – animal complaint, Sumpter/Arkona
   0535 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   0821 – larceny report, Oregon St.
   0836 – follow-up investigation, 46000 bl. Arkona
   1442 – follow-up investigation, 45000 bl. Clay
   1646 – civil matter, Magnolia Dr.
   1743 – fire dept. assist, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1933 – suspicious circumstance, 28000 bl. Sumpter
   2018 – subpoena service, 45000 bl. Clay Rd.
   2109 – 911 hangup, Knollwood Dr.
   2118 – fire dept. assist, 40000 bl. Bemis Rd.
Friday, Dec. 12:
   0424 – 911 hangup, Oregon St.
   0605 – civil matter, Washington St.
   0702 – motorist assist, Rustic Ln./Rawsonville
   1050 – property damage accident, 288000 bl. Clark
   1155 – family trouble, 25000 bl. Haggerty
   1249 – alarm, 41000 Harris Rd.
   1720 – juvenile matter, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
   1918 – follow-up investigation, Oregon St.
   2036 – family trouble, New Mexico St.
   2058 – suspicious person, 28000 bl. Sumpter
   2106 – family trouble, 8200 bl. Oakville Waltz
   2136 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Judd Rd.
   2141 – suspicious person, 28000 bl. Sumpter
Saturday, Dec. 13:
   0005 – suspicious person, 28000 bl. Sumpter
   0304 – harassment complaint, Rustic Ln.
   1107 – 911 hangup, Arizona St.
   1313 – suspicious circumstance, 43000 bl. Willis
   1436 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1702 – animal complaint, 21000 bl. Sherwood
   2038 – suspicious circumstance, 20000 bl. 
Martinsville
   2042 – operating while intoxicated, Bemis/
Martinsville
   2314 – follow-up investigation, out of township
   2350 – family trouble, Birch Dr.
Also on this week’s log were 155 patrol checks, 53 
traffic stops and four misc. details.
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TREE SERVICE INC.TREE SERVICE INC.

10% OFF
ON ANY TREE REMOVAL OVER ON ANY TREE REMOVAL OVER $300$300

With this coupon With this coupon 
Must present coupon at time of estimate.Must present coupon at time of estimate.

••  24-Hour Emergency Service  • •  Tree Removal  • •  Trimming 
••  Lot Clearing  ••  Pruning & Thinning  •• Stump Grinding 

• •  Root Grinding  ••  Brush Removal

(734) 753-5800(734) 753-5800 Emergency (734) 915-6899Emergency (734) 915-6899

RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL

OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCEOVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully InsuredFully Insured

We Work with Insurance 
Companies.

Free Estimates 
Senior Discounts

www.TNTTREE.com

Accurate Dental Denture Inc.
“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for

over 20 years with quality and caring service.”

CROWNS  •  ROOT CANALS  •  EXTRACTIONS  •  FILLINGS
WHITENING  •  BONDING  •  DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE)

734-697-5477
781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville

(In Belle Plaza)

COMPLETE DENTURE or PARTIAL
WITH COUPON

$54900

HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL
Accepting Blue Cross Complete,

Molina, Wellcare, Meridian & 
Medicaid!

EACH

Call
For

Details

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS
Immediate Dentures and

Flippers Available.

Quality Dentures at
Affordable Prices!

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

$4999 Includes
Exam, Cleaning

& X-Rays
WITH

COUPON 

WHEN SOCIETY LAW 
FAILS, PERSONAL 

LAW MUST PREVAIL.
Paid for by:  Freedom Speech - Veteran - Advocate. 

Financing the Belleville Area since 1972. Charles E. Tackett II

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   U.S. Signal at 9275 Haggerty Rd. received 
preliminary site plan approval from the Van 
Buren Township Planning Commission to 
expand its present data center. This was at the 
commission’s Dec. 10 meeting.
   The vote was 4-1, with commissioner 
Jackson Pahle voting no. Absent were 
commissioners Medina Atchinson and Peter 
Creal.
   U.S. Signal has a data center of 25,000 
square feet on the northeast corner of Tyler 
and Haggerty roads and future expansion was 
discussed when that was built in 2019. Three 
other phases were planned and phases two 
and three will add 35,000 square feet to the 
current center. A future phase four of about 
27,000 square feet is yet to be planned.
   The 7.91 acres is zoned OT (Office 
Technology) which allows a data center by 
right. It uses closed-loop cooling said Andrew 
Bajuszik of U.S. Signal.
   Commissioner Pahle referred to a written 
list of questions that he asked the applicants 
one after another, including if this will result 
in a rise in price for electricity or water for 
residents. He asked if the polyethelene glycol 
it planned to use was environmentally safe 
and how long it would be before the process 
they use is obsolete. He said he was against 
increasing the burden on the community 
while bringing no new jobs.
   Later in the discussion, Pahle said he was 
against all data centers. Then he cast a no vote 
on approving the planned expansion.
   Vice-chairman Jeff Jahr noted the number 
of generators at the site is doubling and asked 
if that would make an issue with sound. He 
suggested they look at the specificiations that 
come with the machines.
   Planning consultant Vidya Krishnan said if 
all the generators were turned on at once there 
might be a sound problem.
   And, Jahr said, to consider the air 
conditioners and breaking up the façade of 
the long building planned with relief features. 
The developers were asked to bring a picture 
of what the building’s façade would look like.
   Jahr said he has previous experience with 
data centers and, “I understand it’s a building 
for robots and their human minders.”
   Jahr said it’s not a big data center and not 
heavily industrial. It is being built in phases 

VBT planners vote 4-1 to OK preliminary 
plan for expansion of data center

and the generators are for backup.
   He said there have been no complaints about 
it since it was built in 2019 and it has been a 
good neighbor.
   Jahr pointed out it is across the street from 
the township’s only other data center (J.P. 
Morgan) which deals with finances. It is far 
back and hardly noticed.
   “At this scale, I’m not concerned,” Jahr 
said of these two data centers. “We should be 
looking at our ordinances concerning mega 
data centers. This is one small data center that 
already has been approved.”
   Commissioner Bernie Grant agreed and 
added that a member of the public brought 
out good questions about ordinances and data 
centers.
   “This one is small,” Grant said. “It’s 
reasonable. The one across the street is set 
back and you hardly know it’s there. I have 
concerns on the hyperscale version.”
   Jahr said this is expansion of an existing use, 
a reasonable expansion.
   “Were a new one coming, I would look at it 
differently,” Jahr said.
   A man who said he lives on Alden Drive 
said polyethelene glycol is a contaminant if 
it gets in the water. The applicant said it was 
non-toxic.
   Another member of the public, Monique 
Kurdowski, said she is against data centers as 
a whole. She questioned them being allowed 
in Office-Tech zoning.
   Krishnan said, “A lawful land-use cannot 
be excluded… The planning commission can 
look and plan for the future, but it cannot 
retroactively change anything once the 
applicant has applied.”
   Kurdowski said you should be able to stop 
something once you know it hurts the public 
and commissioners said they had no desire to 
hurt the public.
   Jahr made the motion to grant the preliminary 
site plan approval, which will have to come 
back for final approval before it can be built. 
He said Bajuszik can gather more information 
on environmental concerns, noise, the façade, 
where the water will be discharged and the 
impact on water or electrical bills.
   Bajuszik said they have no control over 
electricity rates and Jahr said Bajuszik could 
go to DTE and have it state whether this is an 
undue burden on them. DTE could indicate it 
can provide the power at current rates.
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GLENN SILVENIS
www.MrSold.com418 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000
Office (734) 699-4000email: mrsold@mrsold.com

website: mrsold.com

CROSSROADS III
Real Trends Rankings

Top 1% Nationwide

Prior #1, #2 and #3 RE/MAX
Agent Southeastern Michigan

Past Mayor City of Belleville

WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE 1.64AC PAVED
ROAD WATER & SEWER AT STREET$65,000

84ACRES OAKVILLE WALTZ ASH TOWN-
SHIP- MONROE COUNTY. 1268 FRONTAGE
ZONED LIGHT INDUSTRIAL AND RESIDEN-
TIAL. NEAR I-275 Great Investment $795,000

GRANT & WAHRMAN 4 ACRES LT IND
BY METRO AIRPORT $250,000

GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 AC LT IND $29,500

*** BELLEVILLE LAKEFRONT *** 2405
RAWSONVILLE 99X328 .74 AC $99,900

WE DON’T CHARGE WHAT THE OTHER BROKERS CHARGE - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES NO COMPLIANCE FEES NO JUNK FEES

3 PARCELS 22530 Bohn Road Sumpter Twp
One is 10.7 Acres at $120,000 and 2.37 Acres
at $45,000 and 1.87 at $45,000

Amazingly Affordable 3 Bedroom One Bath Ranch with New
Carpet, Large Patio, Big Garage with New Roof, Fenced Yard,
City Water and Sewer on Paved Street. A Best Buy $239,900

THIS BRICK HOME HAS ITALL 3,828 Total Square Feet
of finished living space, 4 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, Hot Tub, 14x27
Family Room, 2 + 1 Car Garages .85 Acres Short Sale $385,000

28503 MARGARET LN , HURON TOWNSHIP

46083 REED, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP

MARIO ANN COURT ROMULUS Finest
Private Area in Romulus. Perfect location with
City Water and Sewer at the Street. $35,000

36928 ELLIS NEW BOSTON
NO ASSOCIATION FEES, Low Taxes 1 Bedroom, New
plumbing, New flooring, New kitchen, Bathroom, New
water heater, 11x11 covered patio $147,500

11012 JACKSON, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP

NORTHLINE ROMULUS 1.1 ACRES 208 FT
FRONTAGE LT INDUSTRIAL ZON $59,900

COMING SOON. It's Loaded with 4 Bedrooms, 2 1/2 Baths,
1,647 Square Feet, Fireplace, Deck and More. On 1/2 Acre
with Huge Garage. 1996 Construction Just $200,000

29515 CHARLES, ROMULUS

FOR LEASE IMMEDIATE OCCUPANCY Super Clean,
freshly paintedwith new flooring throughout. 3 Bedrooms, 1
Bath Ranch. Two car garage. No Smoking or Pets $1,600 mo

48620 WEAR, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP

IT’S A POSSIBLE ANYTHING! 7,000+ Square Foot Build-
ing on High Traffic Main Street. Large Rooms Everywhere
Finished Basement 6 plus Car Attached Garage. $749,000

209 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE

SHERWOOD SUMPTER 4.09 Acres $60,000

BEAUTYWORTH CELEBRATING 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
(One New) 1,690 Sq Ft on 1.3 Acres. Deck and Large Pole
Barn room for a workshop and more. Extra Clean $325,000

207 WILSON, YPSILANTI, TWP
FRESH PAINT - OAK HARDWOOD FLOORS, with 3
Large Bedrooms and 2 Full updated baths. updated Electri-
cal, backup sump pump & more.Preferred Privacy $369,900.


