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Belleville expects
to get $250,000
from state

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

At the end of Monday’s regular meeting
of the Belleville City Council, Mayor
Kerreen Conley reminded Mayor Pro Tem
Jesse Marcotte of an announcement he
wanted to make.

Marcotte said a couple of years back
when the city was figuring out how to pay
to repair the seawall at Doane’s Landing,
he wrote a letter to the state asking for help.

He said Rep. Kristy Pagan worked to get
$250,000 for the seawall and she worked
through two administrations and, although
it’s not a done deal yet, it looks like the city
will get the money.

Governor Whitmer has to sign the latest
budget bill first.

Mayor Conley said Sen. Hopgood worked
on the funding, too, when he was in office.

“We’ll cross our fingers, but that looks
fine,” Mayor Conley said of the expected
funds.

She said things are looking up in the city
and a lot of people are working to improve
things, including those with the library,
Scott Jones and his building projects and
the reorganization of the Chamber of
Commerce.

“There are things on the horizon and
we’re looking forward to 2020 to see
where the city can go,” she said.

In other business at Monday’s 47-minute
meeting, the council:

¢ Elected Councilman Jesse Marcotte as
the new Mayor Pro Tem, replacing Jack
Loria who is no longer on the council.
Mayor Conley asked City Manager
Diana Kollmeyer to come up with a list
of contractors used by the city to see if it
would be good to go out for bids, probably
after the new city manager takes office;

* Learned there are 185 applications for
the city manager position as of last Friday

(continued on page 17)
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The second session of free photos with Santa is from noon to 4 p.m. on Saturday, Dec. 21, upstairs at the Belleville Area Museum,
courtesy of the Belleville Central Business Community. More than 100 pictures with Santa were taken last Saturday. Photos with Santa
for those with special needs is at 11:30 a.m. The museum’s Christmas crafts for children also has a second session this Saturday, but
registering in advance is required, since they sold out all three classes last Saturday. Call (734) 697-1944.

Library Director Suchy gets standing ovation, 3.7 % raise

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor
After a report on the evaluation of the
work of Belleville Area District Library
Director Mary Jo Suchy, the library board
voted unanimously to give her a 3.7% raise
in salary and then stood up for a standing
ovation of her work.
Her base pay goes from the current
$81,000 to $83,997.
At the board’s regular meeting Dec. 10,
board member Linda Priest, chairperson of
the Personnel Committee, explained that
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all the board members filled out evaluation
forms and rated Director Suchy’s work for
the year.

She said on a scale of 1-6, with 6 being
“outstanding,” Suchy was above average
in all categories.

“She was scored high by all board
members in a very challenging year,”
Priest said, referring to construction of the
new library. “We wanted to be prudent, but
let her know how much we appreciate her.

“We took it very seriously,” she said of
the evaluation.

When asked how they came up with a
3.7% raise, Priest said they averaged the
scores and not everyone gave a 6 score.

When asked, Suchy told the board the
other employees are getting 2.5% raises.

After the board stood and applauded
Suchy’s work, board chairperson Sharon

Peters said to Suchy, “Just keep doing
what you’re doing, sweetheart. We are very
fortunate.”

She said Suchy’s hard work makes the
whole board look good and she thanked
Suchy deeply.

(continued on page 17)
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WILLIS FEED MILL
WHHAAATTTIID!N
We Now Deliveriil
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Wild Bird and Squirrel Food e 1o

Certified Organic Products

Hay and Straw ¢ Poultry Food o
Horse and Livestock Feed | it |

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan

Dog and Cat Food

SuN 12rm-4Pm

(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

We look forward
to seeing you soon.

(7)) A= 117  willisfeed@att.net
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Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors r‘. @

BELLEVILLE CO-OP ﬂ tc@p

For over 73 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide
CSI SUPPORT & DEVELOPMENT

Aferdabsy Rentyl Cormuniion fr Sersors

the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors.

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville
Call leasing today to

schedule a tour
734-699-8676
M-W-F gam-Noon

(] 100% Smoke free campus

Subsidized rent
On-site laundry
Transportation available

Individual heating & cooling
Emergency in-unit pull cords

Interested? Call:

WWW.CSi.coop (800) 593-3052 TDD (800) 348-7011
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Quality Homes &

Maintenance Services 3§
Belleville, Ml 48111

Kitchens & Baths ¢ Interior & Exterior Painting ¢ Siding
Windows * Basements * Decks * Concrete
FLOORING! Tile, Ceramic, Carpet, Laminate, Hardwood

10% OFF KITCHENS & | 3"
BATHROOMS

Builder
www.AQHMS.com

J1 YEARS EXPERIENCE

—
VISA @
—

ACCEPTED

Licensed

734-968-4509

Insured

FEEDING FAMILIES IN VAN BUREN, BELLEVILLE & SUMPTER

EMERGENCY

First United 417 Charles Street

Methodist Church -E-Hltil B7e3ltlle:s;l7les;2hélsl
F I()Id Cllolslet

O
Food distribution on Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 10AM — 1PM

HOLIDAY GIFTS, COLLECTIBLES & MORE!

b

local checks

DAVE’S TREASUR

Private Cash or
sie 1T ROVE

Hunting Gear Sports
Guns, Bows H j Memorabilia
Knives (734) 699- 4438 Tools and
Fishing Poles YW Collectibles
Fishing Lures LV Boating
. . Tuesday - Saturday .
Lionel Trains Noon to 5 PM Accessories

668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, Ml 48111

ADVERTISE TODAY!
Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE!

Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych Today! 734-699-9020

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL

OVER $300 w/AD*
"

TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal ® Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning ® Brush Removal
Stump Grinding
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED

Free Estimates ¢ Senior Discounts
No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small

734-7253-5800

TNTTREE.COM
*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE.

SUMIPTER
GCOLLISION

“A Family Tradition Since 1957"

James Chudzinski - Owner
Kevin Schewe - Manager
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, Ml 48111

734.699.7758

> jim@sumptercollision.com See \ &
www.sumptercollision.com 2,‘;‘;

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars
R.V. Repair
Auto Glass

Motorcycle
& Watercraft

s
TRAINED
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Master Mason Brandon Mullens, left, and secretary of the Masonic Lodge Jim Piper
accept the award presented by Belleville Police Chief Hal Berriman for all the help the
Masons give to the police department, including paying for individuals to go to the police
academy and reserve programs. “Without the police reserves, the department couldn’t
function,” Chief Berriman said.

At the Dec. 16 meeting of the Belleville City Council, Police Chief Hal Berriman
presented an award to Brian Copsey and Mary Couperthwaite of the Bayou Grill for the
money they raised for new protective vests for the police department. Couperthwaite,
left, accepted the award for the Bayou.

City of Belleville Holiday Decorating Contest

Mobile Home Parks:

The Morin Family, 77 Carmell
Balance of Belleville:

Lacey Marcotte, 138 Clarence
Walter Dziedzic, 184 Biggs
Business:

Belleville Bariatrics,
Johnson, 159 Main St.

Harbour Pointe:

William & Beth Ann Hutter, 392 Light
Tower Court

Eric Luke Family, 234 Harbour Pointe Dr.
Victoria Commons:

Ronald & Donna Adkins, 461 Waterbury

Elliot-Kera Jokinen, 336 Victorian Ln. Kelly Connors

Van Buren Township
clerk’_s ofﬁce reaches out
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On Dec. 13, Van Buren Township Clerk Leon Wright and the clerk’s office presented
a check for $1,000 to a family they had adopted to make sure the family had a Merry
Christmas. The family is made up of grandmother Pamela Ward-Hill and her three
grandchildren, ages six, five, and three. Hill had been awarded custody of the children
after the death of her daughter shortly after the birth of the now three-year-old child.
Clerk Wright thanks those who donated to the cause: Trustee Kevin Martin, Treasurer
Sharry Budd, and Supervisor Kevin McNamara. Shown from left are Ward-Hill, Clerk
Wright, Trustee Martin, and Elections Clerk Brittany Beaudrie.

On Dec. 13, the Van Buren Township Clerk Leon Wright and his clerk’s office staff
delivered their annual Coats for School Kids to each of the seven Van Buren School
District elementary schools — each in a red bag. This year not only were there more
than 60 coats, but also included were much-needed gloves, scarves, mittens, hats, even
underwear. The clerk’s office and staff would like to thank the businesses and individuals
that make this initiative possible. These are: US Ecology; Gasiorek, Morgan, Greco &
McCauley, P.C.; Plante Moran; Waste Management; Scott Jones; Carlito Young; McKenna
Associates; Susan Bartos; Wade Trim; Fishbeck, Thompson, Huber & Carr Engineering;
Trustee Reggie Miller; and employee Fred Campbell. Above, Clerk Wright is shown with
Building Coordinator Becky Ross, left, and staff at Haggerty School. Wright said this
year they were able to bring in over $3,000 in donations and in the future he hopes to do
something even bigger and partner with other organizations.
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Editorial
Van Buren Twp.
finally hires new
planning director

Dan Power, a young man with piles of
credentials, has been hired to take over
the position of Planning Director for Van
Buren Township.

He fills the vacancy created when Ron
Akers resigned last summer to take a
position with the City of Ypsilanti.

Power will make $73,000 base pay.

At Tuesday’s regular meeting of the VBT
Board of Trustees, Power said he and his
wife are from this area and were in VBT
and Belleville when they were growing up.
They want to move back to this area from
the City of Walker, near Grand Rapids,
where he has been Planning Director for
four-and-a-half years.

He said he started moving back to this
area last month, a car load at a time.

Akers was a jewel and worked his head
off for the township. The Independent got
legal notices from him on Saturday nights
and Sundays. When we admonished him
for working on week ends, he said the
work had to be done.

He left VBT because he had a wife and
young child that needed his attention, as
well.

We sincerely hope that Power will work
civilized hours and not be driven off by
unreasonable demands.

At a recent meeting, Supervisor Kevin
McNamara said if someone works for him,
“it’s 24/7.”

Not a good motto for Van Buren Township
to have.

EXTRA THINGS | KNOW

A reader noted that the traffic congestion at
Hannan Road and South 1-94 Service Drive
continues to build. He said Amazon trucks
plus all the employee vehicles in that area
have really grown.

He said another accident snapped the
electric pole (again). “I remember reading
a traffic light is coming. Inquiring minds
want to know when the traffic light will be
installed?”

We have no further information on that
light, other than it was stated at a Romulus
City Council meeting that it would be next
year.

ksksk

Alma Hughes-Grubbs, secretary of the
Belleville Area District Library Board,
asked me what I knew about some red lights
in the sky. There were about ten of them at
once, she said. She showed me pictures she
had taken on her cell phone and she said her
friends saw them, too.

Alma said they were in the Eastern sky and
her cell phone records the time as being 8:59
p.m. on Oct. 23.

Library board member John Juriga
suggested they were UFOs. Others have
suggested they were drones.

Did anyone else see these red lights in the
sky?

ksksk

For those of you who have an interest in
when Mike’s Kitchen will be reopening, Van
Buren Township will hold a Zoning Board
of Appeals hearing at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Jan.
14. Mike plans to upgrade and expand the
restaurant and needs to get a variance of 20
feet on the setback. The ordinance requires
25 feet of setback and he is asking that to be

cut back to 5 feet.
skeksk
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Also, for those waiting for a senior housing
development, a public hearing will be
before the Van Buren Township Planning
commission at 7:30 p.m. Jan. 8 for the
proposed Hampton Manor. It is planned to be
on a 7.11 acre site at the southeast corner of
Tyler and Morton Taylor and needs Special
Land Use approval in the Local Business
District.

That’s the six parcels owned by Walt and
Joyce Rochowiak.

Hampton Manor is planned to be a senior
housing development with assisted living
and memory care units in a 62,516-square-
foot building.

sk
At Monday’s city council meeting,
Councilman Ken Voigt was congratulating
the Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce
on the success of its WinterFest parade and
activities all week end. Then, he also thanked
them for the body guards they produced for
the city council as it walked in the parade.
He said he was referring to the BHS
football team that walked near the city’s
unit. He said after the parade they still had
two big bags of candy and so they asked the
football players if they liked candy — and
they were very enthusiastic in taking the
candy off their hands.
Hoksk

We’re happy to report that Monday was the
first day back for VBT Deputy Clerk Joanne
Montgomery after her hip surgery. She
said the hip surgery required after she fell
was much easier to heal from then her knee

...By Rosemary K. Otzman
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surgery. In fact, her knee is still bothering
her.
skskosk
The Jan. 6 work/study session and Jan. 7
regular meeting of the Van Buren Township
Board of Trustees have been cancelled. At

Monday’s  work/study
meeting Supervisor
Kevin McNamara

said there wouldn’t be
time to get an agenda
together that soon over
the holidays and not
much is going on right
now.

stk

VBT Supervisor McNamara referred to
Daniel Power, the person being hired to
replace Ron Akers as building and planning
director, as a “Swiss army knife with many
skills.”

At the work/study session, Trustee Sherry
Frazier pointed out that Power currently
works for the City of Walker and Walker is
similar to VBT, with a population of 25,000
to 26,000 people. It was a township and
became a city because it was being annexed
to Grand Rapids, she said.

kekosk

Sumpter Township Treasurer Ken Bednark
said on Tuesday that his office has the
capabilities to take payment by credit card
now and so taxes can be paid in that manner.
He’ll have more information for taxpayers in
next week’s paper. His office will be open all
day Dec. 31 to accept tax payments.
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HALL RENTAL AVAILABLE

THE FAMILY FRATERNITY

Loyal Order of Moose » Women of the Moose » Moose Legion

Belleville Family Center # 934
45476 Harris Road
Belleville, Ml 48111
bellevillemoose.com

moose934@yahoo.com
Weekday & Weekend Rates

Bartending Service Provided -
Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff!

Free Wi-Fi Hotspot!

734-325-7799

Members & Qualified Guests

Columbia Court
Apartments
275 W. Columbia * Belleville

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences
Affordable Housing * Sec 8-202

Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

“The pursuit of truth and beauty is

a sphere of activity in which we are
permitted to remain children all our lives.”
— Albert Einstein

. .. T s
Don't Buy A Furnace Until You Call

T e f s e

msmrms 1
FOR MILITARY, TEACHERS,
CITY, STATE & COWITY
ENPLOTEES!

COMFORT SYSTEMS . rating uitn %

Your HEATING & CooLING FAMILY

urm

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROEBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

Furnace Installed

180 Days Same As Cash

6 Mo. 0% Interest
No Payments

Furnace Installed

s low as 31015 EFFféfE':,cv aslow ass1650

SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

10 year parts and labor

For Free Estimates, Call

(313) 381-2800 ==

0740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180 '

Humidifer & I:Iigital
Thermostat with Installation
of Furnace & Central Air!

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 38 YEARS! ﬁ
T T VT T

Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.

Payroll Services

All major credit cards accepted

Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA

Quickbooks Training and Support

- JR8 + file

Criss, Wilmarth & Parr

Certified Public Accountants

Gayl Parr, CPA

Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals
e Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements

* Business and Personal Tax Returns
Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation

Visit our website
www.bellevilletaxservices.com

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

152 Main Street
(in The Professional Building)
Belleville, Ml 48111

Letter from
Honey Pest Control

To the editor:
On Dec. 4, I lost the better part of me.
Joan S. Moore passed away peacefully at
our home in Sumpter Township. This is
a major loss also for
Honey Pest Control.
She was the backbone !‘;
{

of the  company,
running the office
while I serviced our g
customers’ homes. 77

We were opposites
that somehow clicked.
We were together for 28 years. She always
had my best interests in mind. Always had
my back. Joan had many health problems
that progressed over the last 20 years. The
last year had her in the hospital for over 100
days. Many other days with appointments
for her health care.

Without Joan, I don’t know if Honey Pest
Control would have been a success. I’d like
to apologize for any missed or cancelled
appointments or any unreturned phone
calls. At times I was truly overwhelmed.

Joan made me a much better man and I
miss her dearly. Until we meet again, I love
you, Joan.

Joan S. Moore

J.C. Honey
Honey Pest Control

Thank you, Sumpter
Township Water Dept.

To the editor:

John Kruschlin and Randy Lynch you
guys are awesome.

From the time my grinder pump alarm
came on to the time my grinder pump was
repaired/replaced I hadn’t even finished
my morning coffee!

It is the small things in life we learn to
appreciate -- like running clean water and
those little pumps that carry the excess
away. It does not matter the day, night
or weather, the water department crew
works thankless hours for what we take for
granted!

Again, Thank You!
Chris Saksewski
Sumpter Township Resident

“For unto you is
born this day in the
City of David a
Saviour, which is

CHRIST THE LORD.”
Luke 2:11

MERRY CHRISTMAS
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‘Stand up for Betsy
Ross’ shirt helps charity

To the editor:

This is a “feel good” story the news
doesn’t talk about because the people
doing great things are Republicans.

A 911 charity in New York called “Tunnels
to Towers” helping first responders has
been given more than $4 million since the
Fourth of July to pay off mortgages.

The donations came from shirts, etc., that
Rush Limbaugh sells that say “Stand up for
Betsy Ross.” Evidently Nike had a Betsy
Ross flag on the back of a new shoe line.
Collin Kappernick, Nike’s spokesperson,
refused to support the shoe because of the
flag! Nike withdrew the shoe line based on
this troubled person’s opinion.

Thus, the idea was born to stand up for
the flag!

Van Buren Township resident
Karen Conrad

History Calendars ready
for Christmas giving

To the editor:

The Belleville Area Museum and
Historical Society is happy to announce
our 2020 Historical Calendar, featuring
historical photographs of Tri-Community
Bridges, Roads, and Waterways, is now on
sale for only $5! A great holiday gift.

Purchase at The BAM: Tuesday /
Wednesday / Friday: 3-7 p.m., and
Thursday / Saturday: noon-4 p.m.

Also available at Van Buren Township
Treasurer’s Dept., Belleville City Hall,
Sumpter Township Supervisor’s Office,
Sumpter Ace Hardware, Garden Fantasy
on Main, Belleville Pro Hardware, and the
Belleville Area District Library.

Proceeds support programs and events at
the Belleville Area Museum.

Katie Dallos, Director
Belleville Area Museum

Scam telephone call
cut short in Belleville

To the editor:
Dec. 12,9:50 a.m.

I received a phone call from my
“Grandson.” Said he broke his nose in an
auto accident. I asked him if this was the
same “Grandson” that broke his nose a
couple of months ago in an auto accident.
The phone suddenly went dead. GUESS
HE DIDN’T NEED ANY MONEY.

Pete Pitzen
Belleville

Editor’s Note: A Sumpter Township
resident said she called Sumpter Police
after she got two phone calls with the caller
referring to her as her grandma and asking
for help.

“Gravitation is not responsible for
people falling in love. ”
— Albert Einstein
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More Letters

God, make our stony
hearts, hearts of love

To the editor:

I wish to thank Linda Broughton for her
tremendous informative letter on page 8 in
last week’s Independent.

It took great courage to confront the
letter to the editor written by a Ms.
Berman several times before. She has had
a deceptive agenda to try and persuade the
unsuspecting public toward her socialist-
communist views with such innuendo.

As Linda Broughton presents the truth
of history that many, many people have
never learned. They continue in their
ignorance of our American History, our
U.S. Constitution, our U.S. Bill of Rights
and our U.S. Declaration of Independence
that has made our United States of America
great and distinguished from any other
nation in the world.

We were on the verge of a crisis-coup to
usurp our Judeo-Christian values on very
underhanded, corrupt, politically correct
tactics.

Today citizens, whether young or old,
do not know our history and our basic
government civics, because it is not taught
the same way and even no way as it was
in the 1950s and 1960s. I graduated from
Ypsilanti High School Class of 1965 where
American History was taught, as well as
Civics and Advanced Civics that makes
me aware of how precious our freedoms
are. Freedom is never free, our U.S. Armed
Forces have fought and lost their lives to
keep us free. I pray that our citizens wake
up to the truths and facts Ms. Broughton
has presented. Socialism / communism
promises a free lunch — everything free
— but we lose all of our rights. When
this happens, we become a Venezuela, a
prisoner of the state.

We are a nation blessed by God, we are
the “shiny city on the hill” as quoted by

BONEGUTTERS

TREE EXPERTS, LLC

50% DISCOUNT IF YOU

KEEP WOOD/BRUSH!

Storm Clean Up
Free Estimates

Tree Topping & Trimming
Tree & Shrub Removal
Stump Removal * Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts

CALL FOR A PROMPT FREE ESTIMATE
—<(734) 431-4202

President Ronald Reagan who told Russia’s
Gorbachev, “Tear down the communist
wall” in East Germany. We have had our
faults and we need to ask God’s forgiveness
so He can set us on the way to unite us. As
the Bible states in II Chronicles 7:14, “If
my people who are called by My Name
will humble themselves and pray and seek
My face and turn from their wicked ways,
then He will hear from Heaven, forgive
their sins and will heal our Land.”

If we confess our sins as a nation, He
will forgive our sins and get us and keep
us on the right path. We must remain ever
vigilant to prevent any socialist-communist
take-over of our nation. If you have cable
television, there is a newer network with
the title “One America News — OAN” that
presents investigative facts and truths.

We don’t just have wickedness and
lawlessness problems, we have a major
heart problem; may God take our stony
hearts and make them hearts of love for

Belleville Area Independent/December 19,2019

our fellow citizens. Jesus left us two great
commandments, “Love God with all your
whole heart” and “Love your neighbor as
yourself.”

“Keep America Great,” Merry Christmas
and a Blessed New Year!

Mary E. Ban
Sumpter Township

Upcoming Meetings

* Monday, Dec. 23 — Belleville Parks and
Recreation Commission, 4 p.m.

e Thursday, Jan. 9 — Keystone Academy
School Board at 6 p.m. Also, Sumpter
Township Planning Commission at 7 p.m.
Also, Belleville Planning Commission at 7
p-m.

* Monday, Jan. 13 — Van Buren Public
Schools organizational meeting, 7 p.m.
at BHS Commons. Also, Belleville City
Council, 7:30 p.m.

Dollar Club

ngela Nettro & Co. Real Estate
734-697-6655

Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

Mﬁ,m MM £M wlt/l ﬂqaj SQ'I Ul:CQ 1

EMail: nettroandco@comecast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com
& s Residential *¢ Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

and

Promoting a

< Healthy
\\. -/ I ::t\i/if:nf;ent
i .\\ cﬁ’m/fm/% for All.

VISIT OUR PET ADOPTION EVENT DECEMBER
11AM-3PM AT PETCO -V AND

Where Pets

People Meet. "‘5’ p:

Friends of Michigan

Animals Rescue

e Tuesday, Jan. 14 — VBT Local
Development Financing Authority meets at 2
p-m. Also, Sumpter Township board meeting
at 6 p.m. and regular meeting at 6:30 p.m.
Also, Belleville Area District Library Board,
7:30 p.m., in old library building.

* Monday, Jan. 27 — Belleville City Council,
7:30 p.m.
e Tuesday, Jan. 28 —Sumpter Township
board meeting at 6 p.m. and regular meeting
at 6:30 p.m.

JOE’S APPLIANCES

*  WESELLUSED

- APPLIANGES!
LWJ.L Pick-Up & Delivery

n-l-iome Service Calls Too!

(734) 697-3206

Bemis Road @ Savage Roads

734-461-9458
Visit us @
fmarl.org

ek and on
A

f

IMPORT AND DOMESTIC

(734) 699-3641
FAX: (734) 699-3856

112 Davis St.
Belleville, Ml 48111

Burhop's Colllision

Bobpy aND FENDER REPAIR
CompLETE GLASS INSTALLATION

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m.

=
AERLED
i CHERMICT

.

Hours Mon - Fri
Bam - Spm

WE’RE AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS!

Owner
Randy Martin

Martin & Son

Auto Repair
734-697-7765

401 Sumpter Rd
Belleville Ml 48111

Fax 734-697-7939

AUTO « HOME « MOBILE HOME

.
" n()
PLUMBING

Free Estimates
Service & Repair
Drain C_leanin%/I
Gas Lines & More

-

DUANE DETLOR, CIC  BOAT » BUSINESS * LIFE j
y

Licensed & Insured
Honest & Reliable

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

SHEET - WEGETIT DONE!

734-221-0844)

Save 80% on DIVORCE

You can have confidence with CS&R
we have been proudly providing quality service since 1992

OUR PRICE IS AFFORDABLE
OUR SERVICE MAKES US THE BEST
WITH OUR DIVORCE SERVICE YOU DON'T GET A CONFUSING INSTRUCTION
CS & RDIVORCE & DISABILITY 734-425-1074 (or you can text to

WEBSITE: www.CSRdisability.com

1)

Licensed Agent

Saundra Hightower

8

i ~=

e
i's
QM.

Phone o )
[734) 4251300 354 Main Street
EMEN -
| Auto] Coll Tee Thee e
Insurance = - _,.__I_.__I_,._,J Belleville, Michigan
o 48111

Wi Chemere cellc. nel
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David C. LBrouwn Suncral Some

SErRvING THE CommuNITY FOR
OVER 35 YEARS

SERVING BELLEVILLE, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP
& VaN BUREN TOWNSHIP

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111
(734) 697-4500

David C. Brown, Manager ¢ Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director
Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

Higgerson & Neal
Funeral Home

Continuing A Belleville Tradition Since 1932

Bryan R. Hajciar,
Manager

209 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

734-697-9400

734 - 482 - 6000
320 N. Washington - Ypsilanti, Mi
Christopher Janowiak — Licensed Manager

734 - 699 - 6000
19865 Sumpter Road - Belleville, Mi
Geoffrey Janowiak — Licensed Manager

JANOWIAK
FUNERAL HOME
WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST

Funeral Service
Funeral Service with Burial with Cremation to Follow
Service Charge .................c.... $4,890.00 Service Charge ... $4,890.00
Casket 5 colors made in U.S.A. ... $1,395.00 Ceremonial Rental Casket ... $1,095.00
WEvelliner: & o $700.00 Register Book Package....................... $140.00
Register Book Package ... $140.00 Crematory ... $170.00
S $7,125.00 Cremation Authorization ................. $75.00
Same Day T e e Y $6,630.00 Total .o i S $6,370.00

Same Day Service ... $5,875.00

Simpliﬁed Includes arrangement conference,

local transportation, crematory,

Cremation

$1,695

*Certain restrictions apply.

cremation container,

website obituary

and video tribute.

Service Charges to include Basic Service of Funeral Director and Staff, Embalming, Other Preparation
of Body, Visitation at Funeral Home or Other Facility, Funeral Service at Funeral Home or Other Facility,
Transfer to Funeral Home 30 mile radius, Hearse and Service Vehicle. Website Obituary and Video Tribute.
Other charges may include sales tax, cemetery charges, newspaper notices, and vault company service fee.

janowiakfuneralhome.com

| Obituaries |

! Gwenyth Elizabeth Ashe

GWENYTH ELIZABETH ASHE

(April 13,1937 — December 11, 2019)

Age 82, of South Lyon. Died peacefully early
Wednesday morning at South Lyon Senior Care
and Rehab Center December 11, 2019.

Gwen is the beloved Mother of David
(Elizabeth) Ashe of Montgomery, Alabama,
Penny (Martin) Gierak of South Lyon and Frank
Ashe also of South Lyon, Michigan. Gwen is
the cherished grandmother of Eric (Jennifer),
Erin, Ethan (Mary Tyler), Emily, Matthew
(Alicia) of Arkansas, Ryan, Joseph, Katelyn,
Ella and Claire. Gwen is also a loving Great-
Grandmother to Grayson, Ella-Kate, Kaylee-
Ray, Campbell, Sydney, Logan, Eric, Luke and
a new baby due to Matthew and Alicia in July
2020.

Gwen was born April 13, 1937 to Gladys and
Randel Field in Detroit, Michigan. After her
father died in 1947, Gwen and her Mother
Gladys moved to Dearborn. Gwen began to
serve as organist in a Methodist church at age
15. Until 2016, Gwen was an organist and choir
director in several United Methodist Churches.
The longest being Belleville First United
Methodist Church. Gwen was a teacher in the
Woodhaven School District for many years,
retiring in 1985.

Gwen married Frank Ashe is 1961. Frank was
widowed with his 12-year-old son David who
she loved instantly. Son Harold was born and
passed away in 1963. Penny was born in 1964
and Frank in 1967.

Gwen was very active in the Belleville
community for many years. She joined the
former Business and Professional Women’s
group, now known as Belleville Area Women’s
Club (BAWC), in 1976 and served as Treasurer
and chair of several committees. She was well
known at the Belleville Library as she was an
avid reader. Mostly, she loved her immediate
and extended family, and would do anything for
them. She will truly be missed.

In keeping with Gwen’s wishes a simple
cremation has been arranged. A memorial
service to celebrate her life will be Saturday,
December 21, 2019 at the Belleville First
United Methodist Church, 417 Charles Street,
Belleville, MI. The family will welcome visitors
from 2-3 p.m. The service will start at 3 p.m.
Gwen will be buried with her Mother Gladys
per her wishes.

Donations can be made to the Alzheimer’s
Association. Arrangements by David C. Brown
Funeral Home, Belleville.
www.davidcbrownfh.com

—

DEAN McKINLEY BLEVINS

(December 1, 1930 — December 12,2019)

Age 89, of Romulus. Survived by wife Ruth,
children Ronald, Robert, Pamela, Cathy,
Michael and Mark; 9 grandchildren; 3 great-
grandchildren. David C. Brown Funeral Home,
Belleville. www.davidcbrownfh.com
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More Letters

Sumpter Seniors thank
all for help during year

To the editor:

Sumpter Seniors would like to thank the
following individuals, organizations, and
businesses for their generosity throughout
the year, especially during the holiday
season.

Sumpter Township Supervisor John
Morgan, Clerk Esther Hurst, Trustee Don
Laporte, Trustee Don Swinson, Trustee
Tim Rush, Trustee Matt Oddy, Attorney
Rob Young, Wayne County Commissioner
Al Haidous, Judge Dave Parrott, Sumpter
Parks & Rec, Sumpter Quilters, Deputy
Supervisor Karen Armatis, Mr. Richard
Morgan, Keller’s Bakery, Pinter’s
Flowerland, Burhop’s Collison, Red
Rooster Bar & Pizzeria, Janowiak Funeral
Home, Martin & Son, Swift Trucking,
Express Tire, Sumpter Police Dept.,
Higgerson & Neal Funeral Home, Mr.
& Mrs. Bennie Leonard, Linda Missant,
Sumpter Collison, Belleville Moose Lodge
#934, Beltone Hearing Aid Center.

Honorable seniors that contribute their
time to make the community center festive
for the children’s & senior Christmas
events: Roy Dunford, Lettie Sanders,
Beverly Powell, Margaret Rochon, Dee
Patterson Mickens, and LeeAnn Pelton-
Smith.

Maryann Watson
Sumpter Senior Center Specialist

Thank you, St. Jude

To the editor:
Please publish my letter.
Dear St. Jude & St. Joseph:
Thank you for answering my prayers.
You have never failed me.
Merry Christmas, Everyone.
A.D.

Always a VB Twp. resident in my heart.

Thank you, St. Jude

To the editor:

Say this prayer nine times a day and by the
eighth day your prayer will be answered. It
has never been known to fail. Publication
must be promised.

St. Jude’s Novena

May the sacred heart of Jesus be adored,
glorified, loved and preserved throughout
the world now and forever. Sacred Heart
of Jesus, pray for us. St. Jude, worker of
miracles, pray for us. St. Jude, helper of the
hopeless, pray for us.

St. Jude answered my prayer and I am
extremely grateful.

Thank you, Steve, Belleville

One Call Does It All . ..
. . . At the Independent
699-9020
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More Letters

Difference in opinion
should be tolerated

To the editor and our community:
Re: Linda Broughton’s Letter

In the spirit of the season, I wish everyone
a happy holiday — whether that holiday
is Christmas, Kwanzaa or any other
celebration of love, peace and tolerance.

I was going to ignore the letter addressed
to me written by Linda Broughton and
published in this newspaper on Dec. 12. 1
was going to ignore it because some voices
are so filled with intolerance, rage and
hatred there is no sense engaging someone
we cannot influence. But I’ve decided
not to do that. I have decided to speak
out precisely because of the venom and
intolerance expressed toward me.

Linda, our political persuasions are
different, that’s obvious by your diatribe.
But the personal attack expressed in the
audaciousness of your opinion is not
warranted. I would welcome letters not
agreeing with my political beliefs -- if
the writer expresses why they believe my
opinion is wrong. But your intent is to
attack me personally, to try to intimidate
me, just as President Trump does with
people with whom he doesn’t agree. If
your intent is to try to persuade me to your
way of thinking, you’re going about it the
wrong way.

You have not bullied me into silence.
You seem to believe your rancor should be
tolerated by others because of “freedom of
expression” or “freedom of speech,” but
[ don’t believe that is true -- not when it
instills hatred and fear, tearing apart our
society. It is the intolerance and animosity
you express where the origins of racism,
slavery, genocides and mass killings begin.
It is why hate crimes are on the rise in
this country. That’s also why President
Trump’s egregious behavior should not
be overlooked — because his actions and
behaviors are intended to instill fear and
muffle the voices of those who disagree
with him.

I hope the hatred and vehemence
expressed in your letter demonstrates,
more than I ever could, why hatred and

NEW CUSTOMERS GET

RELIABLE-AUTO-MECHANIC-SALE

WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31- 195A\

Disc BRAKE SPECIAL |11 LET’S GET READY FOR WINTER'.:

LABOR, STARTING AT $225 oR Less! !
Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.

LI;NNIE °s ¥
Aurn REPAIR

10% OFF LABOR DURING OUR: |
GET-TO-KNOW-YOUR-FRIENDS-TRUSTWORTHY- 1 1
1110% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL'®

I. WITH COUPON + LONNIE'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31-19 EA:

Premium Paps & RoToRs, INCLUDES ' ' HEATER $3 999 :
11 CORE FLUSH oot

WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31- 195,\‘I :. WITH COUPON « LONNIE'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-31- 193A‘.:

50 South Street at 5- Pomts, Belleville ¢ 734-325-7065

Open Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm

intolerance have no place in the civility
of our complex American society.
American society is rich and worth sharing
BECAUSE of its complexities, opinions
and various lifestyles, especially when we
foster such exchanges.
I’'m sorry you feel so threatened by it.

Wishing everyone in our community
a holiday filled with love, peace and
tolerance.

Barbara Zysk-Berman
Sumpter Township

Letter to Senator
Mitch McConnell

Senator Mitch McConnell

317 Russell Senate Office Building
9828 Barkley St.

Washington, D.C. 20510

Senator McConnell,

My grandfather’s family lived and died
in the region around Louisville, Kentucky
and my own father grew up there. After
serving in the U.S. Army Air Corps, the
China Theater, during World War II he
returned home and moved to Michigan
and became a police officer for the city of
Detroit. He was an exemplary father and
public servant who loved his country and
the citizens he swore to protect.

My father encouraged me to join the
military during the Vietnam War and I
enlisted in the U.S. Navy and received an
honorable discharge from President Nixon
in 1971. I understand that you, like Donald
Trump, found a way to avoid having to
commit to sacrificing for your nation
during this bitter crisis. That aside, I find it
disturbing that you and every Republican
Senator and the entire Republican
Congressional Caucus have pledged to
support this president in a complete rebuke
of your sworn oath of allegiance to the
Constitution of the United States.

Irecall my own sworn oath, “to protect and
defend the constitution of the United States
from enemies both foreign and domestic.”
Further, “I pledged allegiance to the flag
and to the republic for which it stands,” not
to the president or any citizen of the United
States. You and your fellow senators have
an obligation to uphold the laws of this
nation and to protect the Constitution from
those who would trample on the freedoms

SENIORS, VETERANS & !
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE ,
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provided by our founding fathers.

You aren’t allowed to consider how your
constituents may or may not support your
decisions in this impeachment process. ...
you must follow the guidance and wisdom
of those who had sacrificed to guarantee
that we should remain a free society, a
republic governed by the Constitution of
the United States, by the people and for the
people ... not for Donald John Trump.

With great shame for my Republican
Party,
Mr. CeJay Marshall
A Conservative and Veteran

Van Buren Township

Thanks for the paving of
Martinsville Road

To the editor:

Thanks to the Wayne County Road
Commission and workers and Kevin
McNamara for the paving of Martinsville
Road from Harris Road to Judd Road. Job
well done.

We are blessed to have paved roads. Many
homeowners have dirt roads. Hopefully,
someday they will be blessed with paved
roads.

Charlie Crispell, Concerned Citizen
Sumpter Township

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

e Saturday, Dec. 21 — Children’s Ornament
Workshop at the Belleville Area Museum, 405
Main St., at noon, 1:15 p.m. or 2:30 p.m. Cost is
$2 per child. Reservations recommended, (734)
697-1944. Also, photos with Santa from noon
to 4 p.m., free, but donations welcome. Photos
for special needs, all ages, 11:30 a.m. to noon.

¢ Sunday, Dec. 22 — Candlelight service at
11 a.m., with hot cocoa, coffee and cookies at
Faith Assembly Church, 894 E. Huron River
Dr., Belleville. Before that, at 10 a.m., there
are classes and kids’ Christmas ornament craft-
making.

* Sunday, Dec. 22 — Free Sunday Music from
2-5 p.m. at September Days Senior Center,
46425 Tyler Rd., Van Buren Township. Today
the music is by Jay/Sax.

* Tuesday, Dec. 24 — Christmas Eve Service at
6 p.m. at Bethany Bible Church, 8§10 E. Huron
River Dr., Belleville.

Suite 17

\ The Lo Office o

@ 6}% Eovensale

® Estite Planning ® Prcbate ® Oriminal Lo
| ® Gindly Lw ® Pieperty Luw
752 OVain S,

Lellwitle, OV, 45777 www.a/%;ewm/ehw.cam
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= BETHANY

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday
School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible For Life 7pm
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, Ml 48111
Worship Sunday: 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Family Night: 7:00 p.m.

Boys & Girls Ministries, Youth, College & Career, and Seniors Ministry.
Visit rol-ag.com  (734) 699-6700

Faith Assembly Church
Sunday School — 10:00 a.m.
Worship Service — 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study — 7:00 p.m.
894 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, Ml 48111
Find us on Facebook! or www.faithassemblybelleville.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, Ml 48111
(734) 697-1211
= Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
* Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am
www.stanthonybelleville.com

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, Ml 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship 11 AM
Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM
www.ridgeroadcoc.org (734) 485-2930

WouLD YOU LIKE TO HAVE
YOUR CHURCH LISTED IN
THIS DIRECTORY?
CALL ADVERTISING
MANAGER BoB MIYTYCH AT
734-699-9020 TODAY!
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SANTA IS
COMING TOi

Samantha Eron
graduates from Ashland
University cum laude

ASHLAND, OH -- Samantha Eron of
Brighton, MI, received a Bachelor of
Arts degree, cum laude, during Ashland
University’s ~ winter =~ commencement
ceremony on Saturday, Dec. 14.

Eron, who majored in Political Science
and Music, is a 2015 graduate of Brighton
High School.

Ashland University is a mid-sized,
comprehensive, private university located
a short distance from Akron, Cleveland
and Columbus, Ohio. The university is
religiously affiliated with the Brethren
Church.
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Belleville High School senior Lauren Marshall has signed to play soccer at Spring Arbor
University next year.

Our Amenities Include:

Daily fresh meals prepared by our
executive chef

Assistance with activities of daily living
such as bathing, dressing, personal care,
and/or medication management

Restaurant and bistro style dining
available

Daily housekeeping with laundry
services available

Marycrest
Assisted Living

Our mission is to embolden
people to live a joyful,
purposeful life.

Please contact Christina Clement
734.743-4030
clemechm@trinity-health.org

15475 Middlebelt Rd.
Livonia, Michigan 48154

> ST.JOSEPH MERCY
\'# SENIOR COMMUNITIES

Chapel open to all faiths

Ongoing life enrichment activities

Assisted Living
Apartments

House physician available, along
with specialists such as dentist,
audiologist, podiatrist and optometrist

Life Plan Community — when your needs
change, your home doesn't have to!

ST. JOSEPH MERCY
SENIOR COMMUNITIES

\'s

MarycrestCampus.org




Photo courtesy of Al Hudson, Yankee Air Museum
Santa is due to arrive in his private helicopter at 11 a.m. Saturday, Dec. 21, at Yankee Air
Museum.

Yankee Air Museum opens Kiosk
at Ann Arbor’s Briarwood Mall

Yankee Air Museum is reporting a
significant increase in visitors during
November and while this may be expected,
the fact many visitors did not enter the
exhibit gallery is interesting.

People are coming to Yankee Air
Museum to purchase distinctive items in
the gift shop. The wide array of items, from
toys, books and garments to accessories,
all complement the unique experiences
available through the museum.

Now, the gift shop has expanded its
merchandise sales to include a presence in
Briarwood Mall, Ann Arbor. The Yankee
Air Museum kiosk is located directly off
the center court, in the Von Maur corridor,
in front of Godiva.

“People are looking for gifts that provide
experiences,” said Kevin Walsh, Executive
Director of Yankee Air Museum. “The most
memorable gifts are those that people look
forward to enjoying, then look back on and
talk about fondly. Yankee Air Museum has
these attractions.”

Walsh said tickets to Wings and Wheels,
the Museum’s historic aircraft and rare
automobile show, is the perfect stocking
stuffer for the car enthusiast. This show,
racing toward its third running on June
14, 2020, combines the best selections of
planes and cars all together on the tarmac at
Willow Run Airport. Tickets are available
online for $20 in advance and $25 on the
day of the event. Kids 15 and under are

Sleigh Bells Ring...
Can you hear them? o 5

i

2 1

<
A4

\ Y
Don’t let hearing loss prevent you or a loved one
from enjoying the holidays. Call today to schedule your

FREE HEARING SCREENING AT BELTONE

free.

Thunder Over Michigan air show tickets
are another favorite, according to Walsh.
Headed into its 22" year, this acclaimed
air show is featuring the U.S. Navy Blue
Angels on August 29-30, 2020. Tickets are
available online now at reduced prices.

For those who cannot decide on
merchandise or experiential gifts, the
Yankee Air Museum Gift Card is the
perfect solution. People often give these
in amounts equal to the price of an Air
Adventure ride on the B-17 Yankee Lady
or other flyable aircraft and add a little

SpeciaLizivg iv Large Ao Hazaroous RemovaLs

PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE

24 HRr. EMERGENCY SERVICE
Tree TRIMMING & REMOVAL
StumpP & SHRUBBERY REMOVAL
CRANE SERvVICE * FIREWOOD
FuLLy INsureD * FREe ESTIMATES
SeNior CiTizeN Discount
EMERGENCIES &
BELLEVILLE AREA
Call Tom (734) 864-2243
10% OFF MENTION AD

Call Joe (734) 664-9285
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I
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extra for the souvenir hat or t-shirt.
“Maybe it’s time for you to visit Yankee
Air Museum,” advises Walsh. “You may
see something for that someone special. In
addition, if you visit on Dec. 21, you may
even see Santa Claus arrive in his private
helicopter. Bring the kids, there will be
plenty of hands-on activities from 11 a.m.
to 2 p.m., and admission is free all day.”
Gift card and event ticket sales are
available online or at the museum only.

Merchandise is available at the kiosk in
Briarwood Mall. Yankee Air Museum is
located at 47884 D Street, Willow Run
Airport, Belleville.

Visit www.YankeeAirMuseum.org for
more information and online ordering.

One Call Does It All . ..
. . . At the Independent
699-9020

White Pine

DENTAL HEALTH
Your Swmile Comes Finot!

Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

]
Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002 187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo S.

Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,
and a University of Michigan graduate.

e Now Booking New Patients ¢

Open Evenings and Weekends
Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

VISIT
www.AGIRLNAMEDEGYPT.ore

SEEKING INFORMATION

TO

RELATING .- DEATH OF
EGYPT COVINGTON

Van Buren Township | Friday, June 23, 2017

JUSTICE FOR EGYPT
ANY INFO CONTACT;

1-800-SPEAK UP
OR CONTACT

CRIMETIP@QVANBUREN-MI.ORG

HOLIDAY OFFERS

Expires 12-31-19

31000 OFF

AN AMAZE TECHNOLOGY SYSTEM

' FREE $20-00 M.
'GIFT CARD" §

| AFTER COMPLETING "

I YOUR HEARING SCREENING.
1

(Expires 12/31/19)

WE MATCH & EXCEED MOST MEDICARE & DISCOUNT PROGRAMS
We offer Award Winning Technology, Service & FREE UNLIMITED LIFETIME HEARING CARE!

Belleville
889 Sumpter Rd.
734-256-4113

Ann Arbor
4076 Packard St.
734-389-8725

Ann Arbor
283 S. Zeeb Rd., Suite F
734-274-6794

*Offer valid towards purchase of two Beltone Amaze hearing instruments. $500 off a single instrument. Discount off MSRP. Cannot be combined with other offers or
coupons. Not valid on previous purchases. **Gift card valid at your nearest Kroger or Walmart location. Participation may vary by location. Beltone 2019.

BETERIGEARINGEINES OIDAY:SIC RAYOURIM O N EYABAGK!
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Filming the President

Sarah White, granddaughter of Van Buren Township Trustee Paul White and Sue White,
was selected by WWMT Channel 3 — CBS in Kalamazoo to be the videographer for
a private interview by a reporter from her station when U.S. President Donald Trump
comes to Battle Creek on Dec. 18. President Trump was scheduled for a 7 p.m. Merry
Christmas Rally at the Kellogg Arena. Trustee White said Sarah had to get clearance
from the Secret Service for the assignment. The night before, however, President Trump
decided not to do the private interview. Sarah still was videographer for the event.

FOR EENT IN I}ANTON'

Lovely colonial. Over 1800 sq. ft.
Three hedrooms, 2.5 haths,
basement, attached garage. Backs
up to open space! $1800 per month.
Must have references and minimum
610 credit score.

Call Liz Slovik. 313-202-0187 |

AEROC REALTY
35890 Goddard Rd.
Romulus, MI 48174

Read The Newspaper
On The Web!
The Belleville-Area

Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @
@elIeviIIeareaindependent.conl

Call to meet Lilly and bring
home the perfect gift for your
home this holiday season.
She’s a 9 year and 4 month
old Hound/Lab mix with a

SEVAC SR TE Y i WE'RE OPEN MON.-FRI. 8AM-6PM, SAT. 8AM-NOON
tor being a furty best friend. Schedule Your Appointment Today! »ﬁlsv

She has a happy, gentle
| ANIMAL MA'
AME Y MEDICAL LU

disposition that will make any
) 4 * VAN BUREN | CENTER NO TIME TO CLEAN?

snuggles are the best. She
adores people of all ages,

home a joyful place. Lilly’s
motto in life is love and

Open 7 Days — All Supplies
Move-Ins, Move-Outs

being cuddled and tummy ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN Organizing Services..
fubs, She alse loves being Scott Driscoll, DVM Keri Dasher, DVM We Clean em! Feferances.
her thinks smelling things is 491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, Ml 48111 4 o Cenncales fvallanls. i
the best activity next to being T34-699-6510 Serving Belleville Area Since 1988.
loved. Lilly will make a great www.amcvanburen.com (734) 740-0879

family dog and will be happy
as a clam with kids to watch

over and love. She will need -ﬁﬁﬁiﬁ;ﬁ;—s'ﬁxiéiﬂf 1 P
tobeinanonly doghousehold ' ' 10% OFF PARTS 5“ A' “FF n“n

33 her reactions t((j). tott:er . & LABOR I A.I;IONWIDE TI“E @mmm&@
0Ogs are very unpredictabie. 'F All Services Up To $40 Off :
She also has adorable Lab/ : . 'ExclE:!chisscolfmgd or ! nnnn "Aznnn' = !|,

. Special Pricing. @ @ E@ Dmr_l_lg
Hound |00kS W|th a Short tan With Be[leville Independent Coupon. PnnGnAM *
and white coat, big floppy e _ s 95
ears and tender brown eyes. | FDEE WAIIAMTED 1 SizE Demnsl 2 9—
o State-Certified Mechanics ¢ Oil Changes * Tune-Ups ¢

N\

Pick up the phone and call
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Farmer surprised when Wayne Co. levies hefty tax for drain

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

Dennis Wilkin of Saline has been a
farmer for 52 years and has farmed in three
counties and ten townships.

This month he got a property tax bill
from Van Buren Township that went up
by $4,500 from the year before. Now, his
tax for the Bradshaw Drain is more than
$6.,400.

He said he went over to the township
treasurer’s office and they said it was a
Wayne County charge and they didn’t
know what it was for. He had to go to the
county.

So, he said, he went to the Wayne County
Drain Commission and he was told he
owned 53% of the Bradshaw Drain -- he
was majority owner of the drain --but that
they didn’t know why his bill went up. He
was directed to Spicer Engineers, who the
county hired for the drains. He said Spicer
wouldn’t give him information on the
Bradshaw Drain.

Wilkin claims there is no plan for the
Bradshaw Drain.

Wilkin said he was insulted when VBT’s
Public Services Director Matthew Best,
in one of his many trips to the township,
referred to him as “a gentleman farmer.”
He said he is finishing his 52nd year as
a farmer and he didn’t begin with an
inheritance or anything from his wife’s
parents. He worked hard to make a living
farming.

“It really stings,” he said of Best’s
comment.

Wilkin said the county hasn’t touched
the Bradshaw Drain since just after the
Civil War and he can’t find out what is
planned, if anything. He tried a Freedom
of Information Act request with the county
and was told there was no information on
the drain.

He said his next step is to the state
attorney general.

Wilkin said it may be a plan by the
township, which has close ties to the
county, to extort his property from him.
If he can’t pay his taxes, the township
eventually could get his land.

The property he refers to is the 280 acres
south of Hull Road that he bought in seven
parcels in 2012. It had been mentioned as

the sites of a new Kroger store and then for
the new Belleville High School, but both
plans fell through. He bought it from the
property owners as farmland.

He said he talked to Kroger three years
ago and was told Kroger doesn’t want to
go to war with the township. Kroger had
offered to bring 70 jobs, he said.

In 2017, the Bradshaw Drain assessment
on the seven parcels added up to $572.51.
In 2018, the total was $2,148.32. For 2019,
it is $6,427.24.

Wilkin has put his property up for sale,
but has received no bites.

He named off the land the VBT board
has purchased over the last few years,
including the DNR property on the lake
for a very low price, and the Ford property
that is not to be used for a decade, and the
Placemaking land for an office/park.

“This whole board needs to be recalled,”
Wilkin said. “How in the world does the
community let this crap happen?”

He referred to his property tax bill as
“taxation without representation.” Since
he doesn’t live in VBT, he cannot vote in
VBT, but is taxed on the property he owns
nonetheless.

He said that 75% of his tax bill goes to
education.

“They’re just rifling the taxpayers,”
Wilkin said.

“I don’t have aright to vote against them,”
he said of VBT officials, school plans, and
county proposals.

Wilkin said in 1979 the Michigan Farm
Bureau named him Top Young Farmer
in the State of Michigan and he came in
fourth in the nation.

He said he believes he’s the only farmer
in the state who is a sole proprietor of his
business, with others getting the land from
their mom and dad.

He said he had a heart attack in 2015
and his doctor said he was a half hour from
death with the “Widow Maker.”

“These aggravations have got to stop,” he
said, noting his father and brothers died at
an early age of heart attacks. He is nearing
age 70.

He said he can’t retire because the Capital
Gains Tax will take so much from him that
he wouldn’t be able to provide for his wife,
who he thinks will live a long time because

DUR >0 DUR!50
* GHIMNEYS BUILT - m FREE ESTIMATES
REPAIRED & CLEANED : LICENSED e INSURED
s SCREENS INSTALLED STATE HC # 40800
BBB Q-Dnn
* TUCK POINTING @
e SO e
* ROOFING & GUTTERS ss%'i,vrlﬂgqg%ﬁﬁg,%ﬁﬁ
* RESIDENTIAL 3 20 WORKERS www.bestchimneyandroofing.com
* COMMERCIAL HULLEE  COMPENSATION &
GENERAL LIABILITY TO _
* VIOLATIONS CORRECTED PROTECT HOME OWNER

her mother died at age 100.
He said the farmers are the true slaves of
America today.

He said since he is 53% owner of the
drain, wouldn’t it be a priority to let him
know what’s going on with it? He said
there have been no notices in the mail and
no public hearings.

“I have a little too much pride to let it go
back for taxes,” Wilkin said of his farmland
on Hull Road. “And, I'm not ready to give
up nearly 40% of my holdings in Capital
Gains Taxes.”

Wilkin said the county could be held

(continued on page 19)

Commereial Contractor
New Bonstrustion & Bemadaling
Retail Build Outs - Metal
Studs ¢ Insulation - Drywall -
Painting - Millwork - Floors *
Acoustical Ceilings

Locally Owned & Operated For Over 40 Years
Licensed & Insured | License # 2101215480

134-416-1098

“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for
over 20 years with quality and caring service.”

CROWNS ¢ ROOT CANALS « EXTRACTIONS < FILLINGS
WHITENING « BONDING « DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE)

HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL

Affordable Prices!
SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

Accepting Blue Cross Complete,
United Health, Molina,
Meridian & Medicaid!

Immediate Dentures and
Flippers Available.

IﬂMI’lHiﬂ[flfl/ﬁ[ or PARTIAL

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS 734_697_5477

GARDLN LANTASY

781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville

(IN BELLE PLAZA)
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Minding
Your Business |
with Bob Mytych

Free Photos with Santa is happening
again this Saturday, Dec. 21, from noon
until 4 p.m. at the Belleville Area
Museum. Photos of people with special
needs will take place from 11:30 a.m. until
noon. About a hundred children got to
talk to Santa last week and the ornament
workshop was a huge success. Be sure to
check out the Festival of Holiday Trees
Exhibit upstairs. Call (734) 697-1944.

sksksk

Today’s paper features an insert from
Tractor Supply with its last-minute
holiday sale. Visit locations in Canton on
Michigan Avenue, Monroe, and Saline.
For more information, visit the website
at www.tractorsupply.com . If you’d like
to know more on how you can have your
advertisement inserted into this newspaper,
call me at (734) 699 9020.

sksksk

There’s still time to help out local families
this holiday season with food and monetary
donations at Atchinson Ford on Belleville
Road. Simply drop off non-perishable
items during regular business hours and
get a free entry to win a beautiful pine tree
that will raffled off. The winner will have

Beyond THANKFUL and full of GRATITUDE!
Thank you to all my clients and friends for
allowing me to help you buy or sell a home in 2019!

Janice Marshall
Realtor & Resident
of Van Buren Twp. 25 yrs.

janiceremerica@comcast.net

6231 N. Canton Center, Canton, MI 48187

Cell:734-218-3768

REMERICA
)
HOMETOWN Il

free subscriptions — and no more.

miss a single, exciting issue.

They’re reading the Independent
everywhere

Matt Kubit of Belleville read his Independent while visiting the St. Louis Arch in
last October during his road trip to and from Los Angeles, California.

You, too, are invited to submit a photo of you reading the Independent in an exotic
location. Please include the name and address of the person you wish to get the free
subscription when it is printed. Include your phone number if you want us to let you
know just before goes in the paper. A person may use this offer to get a total of two

If you aren’t going to an exotic location, just send us $30 for postage to an address inside
Michigan or $35 out of state, and we’ll provide mail delivery of the Independent so you won’t

it delivered and planted for free. See the ad
on the back page for details and call (734)
697-9161.
skskok
Our thoughts and prayers to JC of Honey
Pest Control as Joan lost her battle with
cancer earlier this month. John stopped by
our office last week and shared some insight
between him and his best friend, partner in
business and in life. We knew Joan took
care of the books at HPC while John was
out on the road. We would get the sweetest
sayings and thank-yous on little sticky
notes with their checks for advertising with
us. When it was bee season, for example,
Joan made certain the ads were relevant in
nature, to her customers. They made the
best team, John said, and now we know a
little more about who was the heartbeat of
their business. Thank you, JC, for sharing
during difficult times.
skskok
Clement Insurance at 354 Main St. in
Downtown Belleville and licensed agent
Saundra Hightower are offering a $5 gift
card just to tell you about their referral
program when it comes to life, auto, home,
and commercial insurance. The agency was
started in 1970 and was located in Warren,
Sterling Heights, and New Boston, before
settling in the Belleville area in 1990. See
their ad in today’s paper and visit their
website at www.clementinsurancellc.net.
Call (734) 699-1300.
skskok
Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue of
Sumpter will be holding their monthly pet
adoption event this Saturday, Dec. 21, from
11 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the Petco Pet Store in
Westland on Warren Avenue across from
the mall. Call (734) 461-9458.

kkk

Denny’s Barber Shop and Hott Hair Salon
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on Main Street near 5 Points is having a
last-minute holiday sale of free hair cut
with color purchase with their ad in today’s
paper. Call Marlene at (734) 697-4485.
skekesk

Delivery is now available for goods and
products from the Willis Feed Mill on
Willis Road behind Boneheads BBQ next
to the railroad tracks. Owner Bob Durham
offers competitive prices on Michigan-
made dog and cat food, wild bird seed,
certified organic products, hay, straw,
poultry, horse, and livestock feed. They’re
open Monday through Friday, 9 a.m. to 6
p-m.,and 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Saturday and
Noon to 4 p.m. on Sunday. Visit them on
Facebook and call (734) 461-1111.

skekesk

Do you have a business item you would like
to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych at
(734) 699-9020 with your suggestion.
There is no cost to be in this column.

Fischer Library seeks
entries for oral history
of building to be razed

The Belleville Area District Library is
collecting audio recordings of community
memories of the Fischer Library building.

Recordings will be archived in the
library’s local history collection and may
be used in a video production for the
Fischer Library’s farewell party on Feb.
21.

Community members past or present, and
of all ages, are welcome to participate.

Recording times are available now
through Jan. 11. Make an appointment by
calling the library at (734) 699-3291 to
share your stories.

Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, MI 48111

Dudek Heating & Cooling

Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured - Free Estimates + Furnaces - Boilers
Air Conditioning + Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters
Generators - Electrical - Plumbing

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

or Buffet Purchase Per Person

BEER & WINE AVAILABLE - DRIVE-THRU PICKUP!

CHINA KYNG

45915 S. 1-94 Service Dr., Belleville

Next to the Belleville Post Office
(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com .

LUNCH ¢ DINNER

I'_______________________

| 1 0 (y o F F DINE-IN OR CARRY OUT |
(1] Chinese & American Food |
Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)

HOURS
MON.-THURS. 11AM-10PM
FRI. 11AM - 11PM
SAT. 12PM-11PM
SUN. 12PM-10PM

HOTSPOT

CHINA KING COUPON
COUPON EXPIRES DECEMBER 31, 2019




Page 14

Belleville Area Independent/December 19,2019

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE SERVICES HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

FOOD GRADE BARRELS - Various
sizes & styles. Inventory & pictures
at www.mattsbarrels.com Call/text
(734) 474-5981. Located in Willis.
BLACK POWDER RIFLE, 50 caliber w/
scope, imported from Spain, $300 OBO.
AR15 5.56mm w/scope & extra clips, $650
OBO. (734) 461-9699
TORO SNOW BLOWER, celectric start,
$125. Set of Michelin tires, 245618, $100.
39” TV, $100. (734) 325-2648
ART VAN: 72” gray leather couch, $400;
glass Bistro table/w2chairs, $75; and
glass/wood oval coffee table, $75. Call for
pictures. (734) 218-4793
BEER & WINE LICENSE (SDM). Serious
inquires only. Call or text Jackie at (313)
220-0780

12/19

12/19

12/19

12/26

12/26

VEHICLE FOR SALE

2007 CHEVY WAGON, HHR., 4-cyl,
auto, steering & brakes, air. Actual
mileage. Private owner. Lady owned.
(734) 695-0819 01/02

2009 PONTIAC VIBE GT. 4-door SUYV,
5-speed manual transmission, sunroof, air,
clean, loaded with extras. $2,350. Private
Owner. (734) 695-0819

WANTED

H&W
TOP DOLLAR S

Cash For Salvage &
Scrap Vehicles.

7 Days. Free Towing.

Licensed & Insured.

(734) 223-5581

WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS
for the homeless. Please drop off at
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.
(734) 697-5600 TEN
SMALL CONTAINERS
toothpaste, etc. to take
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600 TEN

01/02

WANTED -
of shampoo,

FREE FILL. Delivery available. (734) 697-
1183. Yost Sand & Gravel. Belleville. ten

BROWN TWEED

(734) 699-5783

SOFA.

12/26

A&L SERVICES

Home Improvement &
Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry,
Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since
1995. Call Aaron Schuliz
@ 734-740-0628

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators + Washers

Dryers - Ranges
$40 House Call
Call Monday-Friday, 9am-4:30pm

(734) 782-3354

PLUMBING - SEWER
DRAINS - HANDYMAN
Gutters Cleaned!
Power Washing!

CALL US!
Local To The
Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276.
Ask For Bill.

LOCAL HANDYMAN - SOME Jobs too

LARGE - NO JOB too SMALL.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224 TEN

LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. No
job too small. Interior/exterior painting,
hang wallpaper, power washing &
carpentry. (618) 267-7774 03/26
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE.
Powerwashing, painting, deck staining,
roof & gutter leaks, landscaping & window
cleaning. (734)796-3628

12/19

CHAIR. Fell off a truck the week of 11/17
into the intersection of Willis & Whittaker.
Call (734) 778-4903

FOR RENT

DUPLEX. 2-bedroom, 1-bath. Spacious,
private, secure & upscale. $825/mo. Good
credit report & security deposit required.
(734) 637-6036

12/19

12/19

Quest, Inc. is HIRING

We're looking for fun, energetic & caring Direct Care
Workers to assist persons with special needs we serve in their
own homes. Starting wage $11.30 per hour for trained staff.

Applicants must be:

¢ Responsible & committed and work well with others.

¢ Have a clean criminal record.

¢ Be available for training. MORC/WCCMH/CLS Training

is preferred.
AR
Send Letter/Resume to: HH— .
UE3 I iiic.

recruiter@questserv.org Supsoen oo i
or Call (734) 458-8140

AREA TRAINEE for local Real NURSE AIDE NEEDED. Day shift 6am-
Estate Firm. For appointment call. 3pm. Part-time. Experienced, driver’s
(734) 697-1800 ™~ license & references. (734) 482-4847 o109

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips
One call does it all: 734-699-9020 - The Independent

Notice to Advertisers:

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement.
In the event of any error or omission in printing or
publication of an advertisement, you must notify
us within five days of publication or on the date of
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package,
so there is time to correct subsequent publications.
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the
error with a maximum liability being cancellation
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for
consequential damages of any kind.

Give the gift that will keep on giving for a whele year!
A, A SusscriptioN To THE
=" BELLEVILLE-AREA INDEPENDENT

It's so easy, just fill out the coupon below and mail mail it to us. We'll do
the rest! No crowds, no driving in bad weather, no hassles!
And the best part is, it's only $30.00 for a full year ($35 outside of Mlchlgan)

\_) o
S

'r]‘.

' The recipient will receive a Christmas card letting & }gﬁ
kl -/TE;;;E:'ULEL:T them know you sent them their subscription. :DEEL;E:IDLEL:T%
r = = =« CHRISTMAS GIFT SUBSCRIPTION Fon- —_——
I Nawme I
|
I AbbRress |
| |
| |
I Your NaME I
I & PHONE# I
I Send your check or money order for $30.00 ($35.00 outside of Michigan) to: I

Belleville-Area Independent, 152 Main St., Suite 9, Belleville, Ml 48111
Or, give us a call at (734)699-9020 (Credit or Debit cards only)
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Planning Commission attacks city manager at her final meeting

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

“This is my last meeting,” said Belleville
City Manager Diana Kollmeyer near the
end of the Dec. 12 meeting of the Belleville
Planning Commission.

“I do not intend to be beaten up any more
by boards and commissions,” she said,
holding back tears.

She said if the planning commission
holds a meeting in January she will not be
there and, “Feb. 3, I'm out.” Kollmeyer
told city officials a year ago what her plans
were about retirement.

“I’ve spent 22 years here doing my level
best,” Kollmeyer continued. “There have
been people who appreciated it and some
who didn’t. I loved being here.”

She said later that she actually had
spent 40 years working for municipal
governments and, “I stayed too long here.”

Her comments came near the end of a
meeting which had no business to consider.
The only business on the agenda was
approval of the June 13 meeting minutes
— the last meeting the commission had held
— and General Discussion.

And commission members came prepared
for the General Discussion ambush of City
Manager Kollmeyer and DPW Director
Rick Rutherford, with lists and photos and
computer depictions of what they didn’t
like about how the city looked.

The Independent had been at another
meeting that night and didn’t hear the
beginning remarks, but arrived around a
half hour into the discussion, which lasted
another hour.

Discussion was on the hair salon next to
city hall and whether it had any parking.
City Councilman Ken Voigt said years
ago there was a disagreement between the

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status
or national origin, or an intention, to
make any such preference, limitation
or discrimination." Familial status
includes children under the age of 18
living with parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women and people securing
custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper
are available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

=2

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

city and the salon on parking and a study
showed the salon actually owned just 5’
into the parking lot. He said the city cut off
the salon’s lot for a while, but then worked
out an amicable use of the space.

Then, Commissioner John Juriga said
he attended a meeting between the library,
DDA, museum, and Van Buren Township
where there was talk about putting a LED
lighted message board in front of the
museum. It was explained to the township
that if that was allowed by the city, others
would want to have signs, too. Juriga said
he told them the city council didn’t seem
interested in approving such a sign that
goes against present ordinances.

Juriga said VBT Supervisor Kevin
McNamara said he would use his money
elsewhere and back off from the LED sign
the township wanted to put in front of the
museum and just put a simple sign there.

Then, an irritated commission chairman
Steve Jones started talking about the
renovations done to the old car wash on
East Huron River Drive near Edgemont.

“They have permits for everything,”
DPW Director Rutherford said.

Jones said the property owners have
blacktopped all around the building, where
they used to have gravel, and he had hoped
to have some landscaping. He wanted to
know what the building was going to be
used for and Rutherford said he didn’t have
any information on use.

Jones said they’re getting to a point when
anything will be approved.

Rutherford said they put a roof on it
and put in doors and the hard surface was
already in place.

“The use of the building is going to
change ... It’s not going to be a carwash,”
Jones continued. “We have no say in how
that building is being developed... That
part of the city is not as pretty and we
wanted to have input ... We could get a
curb, greenspace...

“We’re going down a wrong road ... We
should have had a say here ... We seem to
be letting stuff go,” he said, then referring
to a past pharmacy put in place in the fifth
block of Main Street with a big front to
satisfy the ordinance. Now it’s a barber
shop.

“Idon’t know how a planning commission
can tell them not to do something,”
Rutherford said about the carwash.
“They’re not changing the footprint.”

He said he would get some clarification
on that from the city attorney and bring his
opinion back to them.

Commissioner Michael Renaud said the
concern is that they don’t know the use.

“The city cannot deny him doing
improvements on his property,” Rutherford
said. He said the property owners have put
in basic bathrooms inside.

Jones referred to the former Chesley
Odom Design building on the water on
Main and when the new owner came to
city hall to tell what she wanted to do, she
was told what the ordinance allowed and
she did it.

Commissioner Renaud thought it was
important to know the use. He recalled the
former dentist office that was purchased
and money put into renovations so they
could have a marijuana shop. Then the city
told them that was against the ordinance.
Now, it’s another dentist office.

“They should be able to renovate their
own building,” Rutherford said, noting if
they pay for something that they won’t be
able to use that is on them.

“It’s not considered a renovation,” Jones
insisted.

“I’ll get a legal opinion and bring it back
to you,” Rutherford repeated, adding he
doesn’t believe you can deny building
permits on private property.

“They’re changing the use,” Jones insisted.
“Do we have the ability to say there are
things we want to see? Landscaping and
parking. They covered over the wells and
that’s good.”

Commissioner Matthew Wagner asked
what if he says he wants a tattoo parlor and
he can’t have that. “The city should ask
‘What’s your intent?’” he said.

Commissioner Juriga said he wanted to
put artists lofts in his barn on East Huron
River Drive and he asked Keith Boc, the
former DPW director. Boc told him it
wasn’t in the ordinance and so he didn’t
do it.

“Wasn’t there discussion?” asked
Commissioner Becky Hasen, concerning
use of the former carwash.

“He came in to put a roof on it to save
the building,” Rutherford said. “We’d get
in trouble with the state if we denied it.”

Then, Jones switched his criticism
to Kollmeyer with questions about the
building next door that the city bought for
back taxes.

Kollmeyer said the building is falling in
and they have to figure out something to
do with the contents. Someone suggested
putting brown paper over the windows
and Kollmeyer said they can’t because it’s
against the ordinance.

“Why not take the signs down?”
Commissioner Hasen asked.

Kollmeyer said since there are just two
and a half people in the DPW Department
they have to choose between putting up the
Christmas decorations or working on the
signs.

“It’s been over a year,” Jones said.

“Rick, will you see all the posters
are pulled down?” Kollmeyer asked
Rutherford.

Jones said he gets frustrated because out
on the street people are saying the city is
insisting they follow the ordinances and
the city can’t even keep their own house
clean.

“We’re really having a hard time, getting
people to enforce ordinances,” Jones said.

Commissioner Randy Priest showed
a picture on his computer of the garage
behind city hall that should get its door
fixed. He then complained about the arcade
building on South Street, near the tracks,
that had awnings flying in the breeze.
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“I took pictures around the city,” Priest
said, noting trash bins in front yards,
utility trailers in drives and trash in yards.
Rutherford asked him to send the pictures
to his email for him to study.

He also complained about the Chapman
house and its drainage into the street and
trucks parking over the sidewalk. He said
he’s fallen in that area.

Then he mentioned that there are no
sidewalks across from the Secretary of
State office on East Columbia, which is
hazardous for walkers. He said the Iron
Belle Trail is coming through town and
they have to fix the sidewalks.

Juriga said that Jets had outdoor tables all
summer, with no café ordinance.

Renaud, who helped put that ordinance
together, said they don’t need a permit if
it’s on private property.

Rutherford said the city needs to replace
the sidewalks it is responsible for before
asking residents to fix sidewalks. He said
with the library project, Doane’s Landing
issue with the seawall, and other things,
he’s been very busy.

“Now that the library is almost complete,
the real work begins,” Rutherford said,
pointing out there will be the demolition
of the old library and construction of the
parking lot.

“The DPW yard is a shit hole,” Juriga
said. “I’d like city fathers to take a look”
and Councilman Voigt said the city mothers
should take a look, as well.

Rutherford said the brush piled there is
used by the fire department to do training
and the dirt piled there is important when
surfaces have to be restored in emergencies
so the citizens’ services are put back in
place.

Jones then moved to the cars inside a
building at South Street and East Wabash.
Rutherford said the owner has been issued
a warning and he has 21 days to respond.

Jones said that’s never going to be
resolved with the way the owner moves off
for a day and then goes back and does it
again.

“Keith Boc was so hated he had to carry
a gun,” Juriga said.

“We have to enforce ordinances,”
Jones insisted. “This is not the first time I
mentioned that building. And, the building
next door [to city hall]. I love Marlene, but
there are three A-frames out in front.”

Rutherford suggested commissioners go
to the city council and express concerns
about how the city needs help in enforcing
ordinances. He said Boc had a building
inspector and several people to help with
ordinances.

“This is not really productive,”
Rutherford said of the ongoing complaints.
“It’s turning into a gripe session. We were
supposed to talk about planning.”

Commissioner Priest said he had offered
to do ordinance enforcement without cost
because Rutherford needs help, but he was
not taken up on his offer.

(continued on page 16)
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Court Watching
Paul Johnson bound

over after lying about
name, running from PD

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor
After a preliminary exam before 34™ District
Court Judge Brian A. Oakley, Paul Wayne
Johnson, 50, of Sumpter Township, was bound
over to circuit court for a Dec. 18 arraignment
on the information.

Johnson is charged with two counts of
assaulting/resisting/obstructing a  police
officer and one count of giving false
identification to a police officer on Nov. 16 in
Sumpter Township. He is lodged in the Wayne
County Jail on bond of $5,000/10%.

Court records show Johnson having 17
aliases.

Sumpter Officer Jesiah Rodrigeuz was the
first witness in the exam, called by Wayne
County Assistant Prosecutor Krystal Murphy.

He testified he has worked six months for the
Sumpter Township Police Department and at

Belleville Plan

(continued from page 15)

“Doesn’t the city have money?” Juriga
asked, noting the 2-mill levy is going to be
collected.

Voigt said the 2 mills are dedicated funds
for public safety.

“We’re not doing anything productive
right now,” said commission vice chairman
Michael Hawkins. “People can’t do
anything about it.”

After hearing Kollmeyer’s comments,
Jones moved on to trustee comments on
the agenda.

Priest asked others on the commission to
send him their email addresses so they can
communicate without this kind of meeting.

“Thanks for Diana’s service to the city,”
said Commissioner Matthew Wagner.

Juriga said the library construction is
coming along and it will take six weeks to
get in the railing and they may have to delay
the soft opening in February. The grand
opening is scheduled for July. He said
before the present library is demolished,
they will have a New Orleans funeral with
a band. He also thanked Kollmeyer for her
work.

“Thank you, Diana,” Renaud said. “I
hope we end on a positive note.”

Jones said he appreciates Kollmeyer’s
hard work, but he has frustrations.

“I apologize if you perceive it as a
personal attack,” Jones aid.

Voigt suggested they put the ordinance
officer request on the council agenda.

“Especially in the budget season,”
Kollmeyer agreed.

Priest wanted to know when the report on
the sidewalks would be done and pressed
Rutherford for a timetable. Rutherford said
this is not the right season for sidewalks
and Priest said it’s the time to make the
plans.

Vice chairman Hawkins stopped to thank
Kollmeyer for her work in case he wouldn’t
see her before she left.

6:48 p.m. on Nov. 16 he was on road patrol in
uniform and in a marked vehicle at the corner
of Rawsonville and Willis roads in a parking
lot across from Mobil.

Officer Rodrigeuz testified he stopped a
brown Lincoln that did not stop coming out
from the service station and had no attached
plate. The car contained a driver and a
passenger. The defendant was the passenger.

Officer Rodrigeuz testified that the driver
did not have a driver’s license, so the officer
arrested the driver and put him in the back
of his patrol car and called for backup. Sgt.
Joseph Balowski responded about five
minutes later and they both interacted with the
defendant.

“I asked for his name and he said Bobby
Johnson with a birthdate of 4-11-68,”
Rodrigeuz testified. The name was checked
on LEIN (Law Enforcement Information
Network) and there were no matches,
Rodrigeuz said.

He said both officers made contact with him
again and asked dispatch to seek information.

“I asked the defendant where he grew up
and where he lived,” Rodrigeuz said, noting
dispatch was looking for information.

Rodrigeuz said the defendant came out of
the vehicle and closed the passenger door.
He said the sergeant and the defendant were
in conversation. He did a pat down on the
defendant and began the tow process on the
car.

Then, Rodrigeuz said, Sgt. Balowski called
out, “He’s running” and he was running south
on Rawsonville.

“I engaged in a footrace,” Rodrigeuz said,
adding the sergeant tried to use the taser. Then
the defendant ran eastbound into a driveway,
Rodrigeuz testified. The sergeant was calling
out, “Please stop, please stop,” the officer said.

Then, Sgt. Balowski tased him and Rodrigeuz
pushed him to the ground and grabbed his
left hand and the sergeant got his right arm,
according to the testimony.

“I handcuffed both arms while he was
face down,” Rodrigeuz said. When asked to
estimate the distance, Rodrigeuz said it was
about a football field — 100 yards — south on
Rawsonville and then 30 yards in the drive.

He said they had continued to question the
defendant because he had given them a false
name.

Sgt. Balowski was the next witness and he
said he has worked for Sumpter PD since 2013
and as a sergeant since July.

He testified the driver had a suspended
license, so Rodrigeuz arrested him.

Sgt. Balowski said the defendant identified
himself as Bobby Lee Johnson with a birthdate
of 4-11-68, but there were no results in LIEN.
He testified the defendant said that was his
true name. “We talked at length and he said
that was his true name and he was not lying,”
Balowski said.

“I did not believe he was who he said he
was,” Balowski said, adding he told him to put
his hands behind his back and he ran south on
Rawsonville Road.

He testified he called out, “Stop, Police,”
and deployed a taser, which was ineffective.
He said he told him to stop multiple times,
more than 10.

“Officer Rodrigeuz is quite the runner,”
Balowski said. “He [the defendant] said, ‘I’'m
down’ while still moving. He was taken to the
ground.”

Balowski said the defendant had a parole
warrant.

Under cross examination from court-
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appointed defense attorney Nanci Kastaw,
Balowski testified he was on Sumpter Road
south of Willis when he got the call for backup
and he arrived in about five minutes. It was
20-30 minutes before the defendant ran.

“I was sure he was not telling the truth,”
Balowski testified. “He said he had an ID
card, but it was not with him. He was arrested
for false ID.” Balowski said his department’s
policy is to tow vehicles with unlicensed
drivers.

“He was looking up and down the roadway
in a suspicious manner,” Balowski said.

Prosecutor Murphy made a motion to bind

Johnson over on the two felony counts with
the third misdemeanor count.

Defense attorney Kastaw said her client was
not under arrest and free to leave.

“He was checking out the surrounding area
to see where he was going to go when he ran,”
Judge Oakley said.

“There was no criminal conduct,” Kastaw
persisted. “No reason to keep the defendant.

Prosecutor Murphy said the first two counts
are felonies. “He was under arrest and he ran.
There was false ID.”

Judge Oakley bound him over to the Frank
Murphy Hall of Justice on Dec. 18.

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

0016-002, 83-054-99-0016-003.

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
PLANNING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Planning Commission
will hold a public hearing on Wednesday, January 8, 2020 at 7:30 p.m., in the Board
of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler Road, Charter Township of Van Buren, Wayne County,
Michigan to consider the following request.

1. Case 19-037: A request by Van Buren Investors Land Holdings LLC to construct
a senior housing development with assisted living and memory care units,
called Hampton manor. The proposed 62,516 square foot building is to be
located on the south side of Tyler Road, between Morton Taylor and Haggerty
Roads on a 7.11 acre site. The site has tax parcel ID#’s: 83-054-99-0012-000,
83-054-99-0013-000, 83-054-99-0014-701, 83-054-99-0015-701, 83-054-99-

Senior housing developments are a Special Land Use in the C (Local Business)
District, and the proposed Special Land Use requires a public hearing. This
hearing is being held in accordance with Section 12.03 (Permitted Uses with
Special Approval) of the Zoning Ordinance.

Please address any written comments to the Van Buren Township Planning
Commission at, 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, Ml 48111 or by e-mail at
rakers@vanburen-mi.org. Written comments will be accepted until 4:00 p.m. on the
hearing date and all materials relating to this request are available for publicinspection
at the Van Buren Township Hall prior to the hearing.

Van Buren Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary aides and services to
individuals with disabilities who are planning to attend. Please contact the Van Buren
Township Planning & Economic Development department at 734-699-8913 at least
seven (7) days in advance of the meeting if you require assistance.

Posted:
Published:

December 16, 2019
December 19, 2019
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Sumpter Township Public Notice

Sumpter Township
Regular Board Meeting
Tuesday, November 26, 2019, 6:30 p.m.
23480 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
Minutes
Meeting called to order by Supervisor Morgan at 7:12
pm. Roll call: Supervisor J. Morgan, Clerk E. Hurst,
Treasurer K. Bednark, Trustees: Rush and Oddy.
Trustees Swinson and LaPorte excused. Also showing
present: Attorney Young, Deputy Clerk Burdick, Fire
Chief Januszyk, Public Safety Director/Chief of
Police Luke and approximately 21 residents.
3. Agenda: Motion by Oddy, supported by Hurst to
approve the agenda with the following edits;
Amend 12. New Business, Item A; three year contract
to read one year contract and upon final Attorney
contract approval
Add New Business, Item I. Water Report
Add New Business, Item J. Postponement of
November 12, 16. New Business, Item A
Add New Business, Item K. New Hire moratorium
Add Closed Session, requested by Attorney Young
Motion carried.
4. Public Comments on Agenda Items Only: No
Comments.
5. Minutes:
A. Motion by Oddy, supported by Hurst to approve
the Regular Board Meeting Minutes of November 12,
2019 as directed to amend. Motion carried.
6. Warrants: Motion by Rush, supported Oddy to
approve the warrant total of
$210,237.28. Roll call vote: Yes: Rush, Oddy,
Bednark, Hurst and J. Morgan. Nay: None. Motion
carried.
7. Parks & Recreation/Chamber Report-Swinson:
 Parks and Recreation building addition is nearing
completion.
* The grant for Parks and Recreation of approximately
$11,000 has been approved.
e Supervisor’s Children’s Christmas Party, December
11, 2019 at 6:00 pm. All the bags were stuffed at the
last Parks and Recreation meeting. It’ll be a fun time
for all.
Motion by Hurst, supported by Oddy to approve the
Parks & Recreation/Chamber report. Motion carried.
8. Planning/Zoning Report-Oddy: There have been
no activities for the Planning Commission but there
is a scheduled Zoning Board of Appeals meeting
scheduled for 7:00 pm on Thursday, December 19,
2019. All are welcome to attend and support our
Township meetings.
Motion by Rush, supported by Hurst to approve the
Planning/Zoning report. Motion carried.
9. Senior Report-Hurst:
* Thanks to all who supported the successful Senior’s
Crafts Show
* Thank you to all who donated socks for the RSVP
program
e December 10", 2019 is the Annual Senior’s
Christmas Party membership drive at 12:00 noon.

e December IOth, 2019 there will be a ribbon cutting
ceremony for the new 13-passenger SMART bus.

* Many thanks to all who have supported the Senior
Programs throughout the year.

Motion by Rush supported by Oddy to approve the
Senior report. Motion carried.

10. Board Response: No Board Comments/
Response.

11. Unfinished Business:

A. Motion by Oddy, supported by Hurst to approve the
MLCC Resolution/Application for Class C License
for Zino Sumpter, LLC pending final Township
Planner’s site plan approval. Motion carried.

12. New Business:

A.Motion by Oddy, supported by Hurst to approve the
one year contract with Constellation upon Attorney
final contract approval. Motion carried.

B. Motion by Rush, supported by Hurst to approve the
bid for senior center masonry repair in the amount of
$72.,405.00 plus $5,000 additional if necessary repairs
are required for radiant heat system; to be paid out of
CDBG funds. Motion carried.

C. Motion by Rush, supported by Oddy to approve
the reaffirming that Roberts Rules of Order is the
parliamentary way Sumpter Township board meetings
will be conducted. Motion carried.

D. Motion by Bednark, supported by Rush to approve
the Correction of Township Board Members Salaries.
Motion carried.

E. Motion by Hurst, supported by Oddy to approve
the Guardian Alarm Security proposal of $340.00
(installation) and $41.20/month for monitoring billed
quarterly, to be paid with Parks & Recreation funds.
Motion carried.

F. Motion by Rush, supported by Bednark to approve
the expanded Expert Technologies service contract to
include the Township Hall, and naming corresponding
oversight for administration’s IT functions. Motion
carried.

G. Motion by Hurst, supported by Rush to approve
the purchasing of (20) new grinder pumps v. rebuilt
grinder pumps. Motion carried.

H. Motion by Hurst, supported by Oddy to approve
the streetlight in the parking lot of the hexagon
building at a cost of $1,034.57. Motion carried.

1. Motion by Bednark, supported by Oddy to approve
the new Water Report format presented by Finance
Director Cole during the November 26 Workshop.
Motion carried.

J. Motion by Oddy, supported by Hurst to postpone
the proposed start date of December 1st, 2019 related
to the November 12, 2019; 16. New Business, Item
A. until a full compliance review by the Attorney has
been completed. Motion carried.

K. Motion by Oddy, supported by Rush to approve
a moratorium on hiring new employees (excluding
Police and Fire Departments) and direct the HR
Director to begin the process of performance
evaluations for all current Township employees.
Motion carried.

13. Announcements:

A. Trustee Rush wished all Happy Thanksgiving and
upcoming Holidays.

14. Open Floor: Five (5) people spoke.

15. Closed Session

At 7:50 pm, Motion by Oddy, supported by Hurst
to move into Closed Session; pursuant to MCL
15.268(h) to consider attorney-client privileged
material exempt from discussion or disclosure by
state or federal law referencing pending litigation of
Futernick vs. Sumpter Twp. Roll call vote: Yes: Rush,
Oddy, Bednark, Hurst and J. Morgan. Nay: None.
Motion carried.

At 8:06 pm, Motion by Oddy, supported by Bednark
to open the Regular Board Meeting. Motion carried.
Motion by Rush, supported by Oddy to accept the
Attorney’s recommendation as advised during the
Closed Session. Motion carried.

16. Adjournment: Motion by Rush, supported by
Bednark to adjourn at 8:08 pm. Motion carried.
Minutes prepared by;

Anthony Burdick, Deputy Clerk

Sumpter Township

Esther Hurst, Clerk

John Morgan, Supervisor

Published: December 19,2019

LOOIC

Made you look! Start advertising in the
Belleville-Area Independent today and
get noticed too. Home of the buy 3 ads,
get 1 free. Call Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych at 734-699-9020 today!

Belleville Council

(continued from page 1)

and set a special meeting at 6 p.m. Monday,
Jan. 6, for a review of the candidates and
10 a.m. Saturday, Jan. 25, for a day-long
meeting of interviews. (If more time is
needed, they may set special sessions for
Jan. 28 and 29.) A special meeting also
was set for 6 p.m., Monday, Feb. 3, for
a meet and greet of candidates with the
public invited along with commissions,
CBC, Chamber, and DDA. The new
city manager may be selected on Feb. 4.
Retiring City Manager Kollmeyer reported
of the resumes, several psychologists have
applied along with Uber drivers and pizza
drivers. Council members were invited to
come in and look over the resumes in the
office and make some choices to present to
other members in order to whittle down the
field;

* Approved the Healthcare Corrective
Action Plan, required by the state, as
prepared by the city’s Plante Moran
consultant. Kollmeyer said the plan shows
the city pays as it goes for retiree health
care, as done by many municipalities. The
city had an extension from the due date last
month and the plan is due this week;

* Heard Councilman Ken Voigt praise
the work of the Belleville Area Chamber
of Commerce on the Winterfest activities
and the parade which, he said, is starting
to rival the Strawberry Festival parade.
Voigt also commented on how much he
liked Carson Conley’s remote-control box
that was in the parade. Mayor Conley said
she told her son as long as it was lighted it
could be in the parade, so he lighted it;

* Heard Councilwoman Kelly Bates say
she would like to work on cleaning up the
building the city bought adjoining city
hall, which she had placed on the council’s
follow-up list at the last meeting. DPW
Director Rick Rutherford said earlier that
day he first got the keys to the building and
the beer signs are off the windows. Bates
said she would volunteer to help clean
up inside and Rutherford said he would
be glad to work with a volunteer group
to clean up the building and get rid of the
items inside; and

e Approved accounts payable of
$98,035.82 and the following purchases in
excess of $500: to Blue Ribbon Contracting,
$11,823.24 for road replacements and
$5,190 for water main break; to Metro
Environmental, $695 for Vactor jet service;
to Core & Main, $637.80 for water main
clamps; and to Superior Truck Services,
$558.65 for dump truck repair.

District Library

(continued from page 1)

When it got to Suchy’s part of the meeting
for her report, she stood and applauded.

“I give a standing ovation for my staff.
They are so wonderful — flexible and ready
to step up and do whatever needs to be
done,” she said.

In other business at the one-hour meeting,
the board:
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* Approved 2020 board meeting dates
and a list of days the library will be closed
in 2020, including Jan. 13 through Feb. 7
when the current library will be closed in
order to move into the new library. The
new library is scheduled to open Feb. 8;

* Approved purchasing four Canon
copiers from Applied Imaging for a price
not to exceed $22.,000, to service the main
library and the branch. Six bids were
reviewed, four from Applied Imaging, one
from Konica Minolta, and one from MOS.
Applied Imaging was recommended by
The Library Network and members of the
TLN Technology Committee. Their public
library clients include Ann Arbor, Dexter,
Northville, Saline, Southgate, Wixom,
Lyon Township and Brighton;

* Approved the three-page Facilities Use
Policy (with three more attached pages
of an Interpretation of the Library Bill
of Rights) as discussed at the November
meeting and prepared by Mary Jane
Dawson, chairperson of the Policy
Committee. Dawson could not be present
at the Dec. 10 meeting. The policy had
been reviewed by attorney John Day. The
library meeting rooms are available “for
use by Belleville, Sumpter, and Van Buren
community groups for presentations of
informational, educational, civic, and
recreational meetings, and programs in
keeping with the mission of the library.”
All meetings and programs must be open
to the public. Rooms available seat from 12
to 100 people. Chairperson Peters said this
policy is a living document and after it is
in place a while, may need to be amended;

* Discussed the change of the ribbon-
cutting ceremony at the Media Center
branch in Sumpter from Dec. 14 to 10 a.m.,
Monday, Jan. 13. Building Committee
chairperson Joy Cichewicz said they were
waiting for Brown Dog Millwork and John
Juriga said Brown Dog is expected Dec.
13. They will be installing a staff desk,
counter tops, children’s nook computer
countertop, children’s nook cubbies,
and other pieces. Cichewicz said before
opening the millwork needs to be done, the
new chairs replacing those that burned up
in a fire in a Flat Rock warehouse should
be on hand, and stained glass is being put
into the ceiling by Diane Eissinger. Suchy
is ordering a big-screen TV for the front of
the building and the drive-up book return
needs to be secured. Suchy said it is still
her goal to have a soft opening of the Media
Center in late December or early January;

* Heard Cichewicz report that in the new
main library on Fourth Street, the pretesting
of the alarm and sprinkling systems has
been done, the staircase steps are ready for
tile and the elevator is in but not yet in use.
The curtain wall will be put up soon, she
said, and plaques are being made to show
the legacy donors;

* Heard Peters say she signed a lot of
checks and they spent a lot of money on
books, which are being stored before
delivery to the new library when it is ready;

* Learned the library has issued job
postings for part-time librarians and part-
time library assistants for the new library

(continued on page 19)
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Out of the 428 dispatch calls for service reported by
Van Buren Township police, the following are selected
for this column.

Sunday, Dec. 8:
0122 — fraud, Belleville Rd.
0136 — assist other dept., E. Sadie Ln.
0401 — operating while intoxicated, Lake Villa Dr.
0727 — domestic, Harbour Pointe Ct.
0727 — domestic, E. Archwood Dr.
0825 — disorderly, S. I-94 Service Dr.
0954 -- animal complaint, Morton Taylor/Ecorse
1017 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. /
E.1-94
1037 — malicious destruction of property, Martz
1059 — animal complaint, Rawsonville/Martz
1138 — disorderly, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1311 — property damage accident, Basswood Cir. /
Beacon Trl.
1317 — hospice death, W. Huron River Dr.
1359 — larceny, Belleville Rd.
1609 — road hazard, N. I-94 Service Dr./Belleville
1650 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1659 — suspicious person/vehicle, Parkwood Dr.
1816 — larceny, Village Green Ln.
1943 — suspicious person/vehicle, Victoria St.
2058 — suspicious person/vehicle, Savage Rd. /
Lenmoore Ave.
2220 — sexual assault, Denton Rd.
2238 — noise complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
Monday, Dec. 9:
0701 — larceny from auto, Jackson Ln.
0822 — property damage accident, Ecorse
0845 — larceny from auto, Rolan Meadows Dr.
0917 — larceny from auto, Rolan Meadows Dr.
0921 — larceny from auto, McBride Ave.
0926 — private property/property damage accident,
Haggerty Rd.
1040 — assist other dept., Tyler Rd.
1041 — assist other dept., Tyler Rd.
1051 — animal complaint, Haggerty Rd.
1054 — larceny from auto, Locust Dr.
1103 — breaking & entering, Denton Rd.
1139 — personal injury accident, Ecorse Rd. /
Morton Taylor Rd.
1158 — property damage accident, Michigan Ave. /
Denton Rd.
1217 — animal complaint, Savage Rd.
1255 —larceny from auto, Parkwood Dr.
1309 — abandoned auto, Cedarhurst Dr.
1339 — assist other dept., McKinley St.
1346 — suspicious person/vehicle, Martinsville Rd.
1436 — suicidal person, Buchanan St.
1527 — assist other dept., E. Huron River Dr.
1546 — family trouble, S. Bellridge Dr.
1646 — suspicious person/vehicle, Parkwood Dr.
1710 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1720 — larceny from auto, Van Buren St.
1731 — larceny from auto, Arcadia Ct.
1917 — suspicious person/vehicle, Ecorse Rd.
1940 — suicidal person, Maple Dr.
1959 — suicidal person, Village Green Ln.
2029 — suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
2037 — domestic, Maple Dr.
2104 — animal complaint, Beckley Rd.
2205 — animal complaint, Beckley Rd.
2313 — animal complaint, Denton Rd.
2338 — suspicious person/vehicle, Ecorse Rd.
Tuesday, Dec. 10:
0219 — suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
0955 — assist other dept., Monterey Dr.
1014 — lost property/child, Belleville Rd.
1124 — disorderly, Michigan Ave./Denton Rd.
1319 — abandoned auto, Brookside Dr.
1407 — domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1545 — assist fire dept., Savage School
1626 — larceny from auto, Lancaster Dr.
1709 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd./S.1-94 Service
Dr.
1759 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. /
Westlake Cir.
1815 — threat, E. Huron River Dr.
1822 — harassment call, McBride Ave.
1854 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. /
S.1-94 Service Dr.
1910 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd./E.
[-94 Belleville ramp
1944 — juvenile complaint, Kirkridge Park Dr.
1958 — personal injury accident, Belleville Rd. /

Sunrise Ln.
2021 — animal complaint, Maple Dr.
2030 — leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, N. I-94 Service Dr./Haggerty Rd.
2119 — personal injury accident, Ecorse Rd./Beck
2126 — suspicious person/vehicle, Rolan Meadows
/Rolan Ln.
2215 — shooting, Parkwood Dr.
2236 — suspicious person/vehicle, Haggerty Rd.
2354 — suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service
Wednesday, Dec. 11:
0000 — domestic, S. Ponderosa Trl.
0506 — domestic, Parkwood Dr.
0727 — suspicious person/vehicle, Rock Creek Dr.
1046 — larceny, Chandler
1223 — ordinance violation, Ponderosa Trl.
1242 — private property impound, Woodbury Dr.
1337 — threat, N. Cumberland Dr.
1421 - suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
1514 — parking complaint, Belleville Rd.
1620 — assist other dept., Parkwood Dr.
1732 — larceny from auto, Rolan Meadows Dr.
1911 — suspicious person/vehicle, Samantha Ave.
2048 — threat, Arlene Ln.
2125 — suspicious person/vehicle, Denton Rd.
2215 — suspicious person/vehicle, Winding Pond
2235 — property damage accident, S. I-94 Service
2316 — motorist assist, Tyler Rd./Haggerty Rd.
Thursday, Dec. 12:
0038 — suspicious person/vehicle, Jackson In.
0601 — property damage accident, Haggerty Rd./ E.
Huron River Dr.
0638 — property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd.
0641 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. /
S.1-94 Service Dr.
0753 — larceny from auto, Denton Rd.
0852 — property damage accident, S. Ponderosa Trl.
/ Holly Ln.
0903 — assist other dept., Parkwood Dr.
1031 — found property/child, Denton Rd.
1204 — property damage accident, W. Schooner Dr.
/ Michigan Ave.
1217 — fraud, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1329 — ordinance violation, Pond Ridge Dr.
1829 — property damage accident, E. 1-94 / Haggerty
Rd.
1841 — property damage accident, Ecorse/Denton
2102 — property damage accident, Haggerty Rd.
2322 — suicidal person, Parkwood Dr.
2330 - suspicious person/vehicle, Rawsonville
Friday, Dec. 13:
0157 — suspicious person/vehicle, E. Huron River
0209 — assist other dept., S. I-94 Service Dr.
0304 — domestic, Maple Dr.
0647 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd.
0822 — suspicious person/vehicle, Ecorse Rd.
1156 — assault & battery, Belleville Rd.
1409 — assist other dept., S. 1-94 Service Dr.
1551 — private property/property damage accident,
Belleville Rd.
1628 — weapons violation, Beck/tracks
1828 — family trouble, Dartmoor Cir.
1828 — mental subject, Robson Rd.
2018 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
2024 - juvenile complaint, Haggerty Rd.
2023 — domestic, Savage Rd.
2120 - juvenile complaint, Belleville Rd.
2317 — suspicious person/vehicle, W. Huron River
Saturday, Dec. 14:
0536 — found property/child, S.1-94 Service Dr.
0752 — 911 welfare check, Richard Run Dr.
0830 — suspicious person/vehicle, Parkwood Dr.
1206 — suicidal person, S. 1-94 Service Dr.
1303 — suspicious person/vehicle, N. I-94 Service
Dr. / Independence Ln.
1357 — suspicious person/vehicle, Ecorse/Hannan
1454 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
1704 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd. / N. 1-94
Service Dr.
1707 — animal complaint, Tyler Rd.
1729 — harassment call, Savage Rd.
1819 — assault & battery, W. Archwood Dr.
1908 — juvenile complaint, Independence Ln.
2057 — disorderly, Haggerty Rd.
2058 — disorderly, S. I-94 Service Dr.
2115 — suspicious person/vehicle, Truman
2130 - 911 welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr.
2214 - suspicious person/vehicle, Jackson St.
2253 — family trouble, Victoria St.
2342 — 911 welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr.
On this week’s there also were 127 traffic stops, 59 of
which were on the 1-94 and 1-275 freeways.
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Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sunday, Dec. 8:
0005 — parking complaint, Carmell St.
0011 — parking complaint, Carmell St.
0018 — parking complaint, Carmell St.
0126 — suspicious person/vehicle, N. Liberty St./ E.
Huron River Dr.
0826 — intrusion alarm, E. Huron River Dr.
1038 — assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
1338 — follow up by officer, N. Biggs Ave.
1555 — fraud, Main St.
1617 — intrusion alarm, Main St.
Monday, Dec. 9:
0056 — harassment call, Henry St.
1252 — malicious destruction of property, N. Liberty
St.
1331 — vehicle lockout, Fifth St.
1540 — family trouble, San Carlos St.
1651 — property damage accident, Main St.
1656 — malicious destruction of property, Main St.
2020 — vehicle lock out, W. Columbia Ave.
Tuesday, Dec. 10:
2121 - traffic offense, S. Edgemont/Greylock
2234 — disorderly, Church St.
Wednesday, Dec. 11:
0024 — intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
0749 — follow up by officer, Church St.
1149 — motorist assist, Main St./South St.
1153 — motorist assist, Five Points
1805 — assist fire dept., Church St.
Thursday, Dec. 12:
0933 — property damage accident, Main/First
1356 — lost property/child, W. Columbia Ave.
1441 — traffic offense, high school
1523 — property damage accident, Carmell St.
Friday, Dec. 13:
1056 — miscellaneous complaint, Second St.
1322 — harassment call, Carmell St.
1514 — larceny, W. Columbia Ave.
1604 — assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
1612 — fraud, W. Columbia Ave.
1709 — suspicious person/vehicle, Main St.
1926 — welfare check, Robbe St.
2254 — assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr.
Saturday, Dec. 14:
1313 — traffic offense, High/Church
1356 — domestic, E. Huron River Dr.
1537 — found property/child, Main St.
1607 — assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
2055 — 911 welfare check, Loza Ln.
2241 — fraud, Main St.
Also on this week’s log are 16 traffic stops.

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sunday, Dec. 8:
0050 — fire dept. assist, Carriage Ln.
0550 — fire dept. assist, 9200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
0721 — animal complaint, Rawsonville/Willow
1744 — suspicious person, 6400 bl. Oakville Waltz
1844 — suspicious incident, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
1848 — suspicious person, 8100 bl. Rawsonville
1921 — fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Willis Rd.
1948 — assist other agency, 19000 bl. Karr Rd.
1957 — assault, Oakville Waltz/Sumpter
2002 — suspicious incident, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
2248 — warrant arrest pick up, Rawsonville/Bemis
Monday, Dec. 9:
0115 — warrant arrest pick up, 28000 bl. Haggerty
0909 - suspicious vehicle, 24000 bl. Martinsville
0959 — juvenile complaint, 19000 bl. Karr Rd.
1112 — warrant arrest pick up, Rawsonville/Willis
1208 — family trouble, Second St.
1306 — fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln.
1439 — well-being check, Redwood
1541 — civil dispute, 45000 bl. Judd Rd.
1555 — animal complaint
1720 — alarm, 4900 bl. Oakville Waltz Rd.
1727 — suspicious incident, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
1821 — fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Karr Rd.
1910 — 911 hang up, Wayside Dr.
2007 — fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
Tuesday, Dec. 10:
0825 — 911 hang up, 7200 bl. Oakville Waltz Rd.
1233 — well-being check, 18000 bl. Martinsville
1538 — family trouble, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.

1907 — suspicious incident, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.

2155 — civil dispute, 41000 bl. Judd Rd.

2250 — alarm, 45000 bl. Willow Rd.

Wednesday, Dec. 11:

0635 — suspicious vehicle, Paris/Morton

0645 — fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Martha Ln.

1002 — citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

1449 — civil dispute, 20000 bl. Karr Rd.

1527 — animal complaint, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.

1735 — fire dept. assist, 10000 bl. Rawsonville

1800 — citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

1849 — suspicious incident, 19000 bl. Sumpter

2337 — trespassing complaint, 51000 bl. Willis

2342 — alarm, 45000 bl. Willow Rd.

Thursday, Dec. 12:

0044 — animal complaint, Arkona/Sherwood

1211 — down wires, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

1242 — alarm, 22000 bl. Fenster

1310 — property damage accident, Judd/Sumpter

1616 — 911 hang up, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

1850 — citizen assist, Oakville Waltz/Clark

2103 — property damage accident, Savage/Harris
Friday, Dec. 13:

0312 — alarm, 19000 bl. Martinsville Rd.

1043 — civil dispute, 18000 bl. Savage Rd.

1213 — fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Willis Rd.

1857 — subpoena service, Knollwood

1907 — animal complaint, Elwell/Wear

1908 — subpoena service, out of township

1950 — 911 hang up, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.

2043 — suspicious incident, Bemis/Lohr

2122 — subpoena service, Timberlane Dr.
Saturday, Dec. 14:

0028 — operating while intoxicated arrest, Willow
/ Martinsville

0105 — property damage accident, Rawsonville /
Judd

0615 — alarm, 24000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

0637 — fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Martinsville Rd.

1057 — alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

1117 — alarm, 22000 bl. Haggerty Rd.

1534 — suspicious incident, 44000 bl. Harris Rd.

1555 — 911 hang up, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

1651 — family trouble, Edgewood Dr.

1658 — suspicious vehicle, Sumpter/Oakville Waltz

2309 — fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Wilmot Rd.

2323 — property damage accident, Sumpter/Judd
Also, on this week’s log are four follow-up
investigations, 13 miscellaneous details, 38 patrol
checks, and 36 traffic stops.

BHS at-home games

* Thursday, Dec. 19: Boys Swim & Dive
vs. Roosevelt HS, 6 p.m.

* Friday, Dec. 20: Girls & Boys Bowling
vs. Wayne Memorial HS, 3:30 p.m. at
Lodge Lanes

Go Tigers!
Diane Kiessel
BHS Athletic Secretary

Birthdays

Dec. 16 — George Graveldinger

Dec. 21 — Jessalyn Graveldinger-Watson

Dec. 20 — Jenny Hawkins

Dec. 22 — Candace Myshock

Dec. 23 — Janet Federspiel-Miller, Kevin
Lee

Dec. 24 — Susan Richardson

Dec. 30 — Cynthia Graveldinger

Do you have a birthday soon? Does
someone you know have a birthday? Call
the Independent at (734) 699-9020 with
your information and we will publish it as
soon as possible.

One Call Does It All . ..
. . . At the Independent
699-9020
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INSAUS ABOUT
HOWAYQUR@AN
USE YOURMFISA

AND FSA'S
DOLLARS!

/

Don'T ForGEeT T0 USE YOUR HSA AND FSA
DOLLARS BEFORE THEY. EXPIRE!
AsK ABOUT DISCOUNTS ON SECOND PAIRS!

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, M1 48111

p—
perspeciive

734.699.1010 e EVECARE

perspectiveeyecare.com

Find uson [

*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details.

IS YOUR BUSINESS =
A TARGET Y
©BURGLARS P mpea

134-69/7-2888

Get SERIOUS about your Security!
WE CAN PROVIDE A REAL SOLUTION
for BOTH your Business & Home...

District Library

(continued from page 17)

and the application deadline for this round
of hiring is Dec. 20;

* Also was informed the Friends of the
Library will have their annual business
meeting on Saturday, Jan. 11, at 11 am. in
the present library in order to elect officers
and file annual reports, but the more festive
portions of their annual meeting will be
postponed until National Library Week
in April. The theme for National Library
Week is “Find Your Place at the Library”;
and

* Heard Suchy report that Santa was at
the library to talk to the children recently.
She said she’s been asking Santa for a new
library for 29 years in a row and so this
year she thanked Santa for the new library,
but told him she didn’t know that “some
assembly was required.”
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Farmer

(continued from page 12)

liable for the phosphorus draining into
Lake Erie because of its failure to clean
county drains.

He said he put $180,000 worth of tiles
into his property on Hull Road and the
water that comes off his field is drinking-
water quality. But every year there are 20
to 30 acres of his property under water
because it can’t get away in the drain.

Wilkin said the tanker trucks people saw
coming through the City of Belleville late
last summer were coming to his farmland
with treated human waste from Ann Arbor.
He said the fertilizer is certified by the
state.

(Independent calls to the Wayne County
Drain Commissioner were not returned by
the time we went to press.)

Do you have a special place in your heart for the

* Remote Control-View-Playback
* Email / Smartphone Alerts

* PC / Mac Support

* No monthly fees

Includes: y :!

Actual hardware may vary.

¢ Installation
» * 4) HD Cameras (bullet or dome)
¥ * 19” Monitor
* DVR (2TB)

$150

innovative

COMPUTERS

Full-Service IT * Networks ¢ Cameras

" 'Q' A veteran-owned company, supporting Michigan businesses since 1995.
B Serving Metro Detroit to Lansing * InnovativeComputers.net

Fred C. Fischer Library? Share your memories with us!

The Belleville Area District Library is collecting audio
recordings of community memories of the Fischer Library
building. Recordings will be archived in our local histo-
ry collection, and may be used in a video production for
the Farewell party on February 21, 2020.

Community members past or present, and of all ages are
welcomed to participate!

Make an appointment by calling 734-699-3291 to share your
stories!
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13731 ELWELL, VAN BUREN TWP
LARGER 5 BEDROOM, 3 Bath Ranch with
Large Living Room, Fireplace, Solarium Room,
Deck, Basement, Newer Roof, Newer 90+ Furnace
and Central Air, Separate Living Area with Bed-
room, Bath and Second Kitchen. $239,900

HUGE DUPLEX

10106 WILLIS, WILLIS
THIS HOME HAS MORE SPACE THAN
SPACE! HUGE HOME in the Village of Willis.
Residential Zoning and now used as a Duplex.
2 Kitchens, 2 Baths, 2 Living Rooms, and 4
Bedrooms. A Home Filled with Historic Char-
acter and Charm plus Basement, 2 Car Detached
Garage and Large Lot. $172,900

= RE/MAX

CROSSROADS III
418 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

email: mrsold@mrsold.com

48024 BEMIS, VAN BUREN TWP
ORIGINAL OWNER 2,500 Square Foot
Brick Colonial Offering 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,
Hardwood Floors Everywhere, Large Family
Room with Fireplace, Basement, Huge Fenced
Yard, 2 1/2 Car Garage. $242,900

23560 SUMPTER, SUMPTER TWP
RESIDENTIAL OR INVESTMENT OPPOR-
TUNITY. Possible Residential, Day Care,
Group Home, Apartments or Your Ideas Large
front covered porch Large Covered Patio & fire-
place and patio area. Fire System. 1 Large
Kitchen, 2 Apartment Kitchens, 5 Bathrooms. 1
Car Detached Garage. A Best Buy at $225,000

GLENN SILVENIS
www.MrSold.com
SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000 #20 IN THE STATE OF MICHIGAN

Office (734) 699-4000

COMMERCIAL SUBSCRIBER TO LOOPNET & COSTAR

. - is .y e
42101 S 1-94 SERVICE DR VAN BUREN
YOUR OWN PRIVATE WORLD A Total of
5,263 Square Feet! 4 Bedroom 3 Full and 2 Half
Baths, INTERIOR POOL, High End Premium
Built Brick 3 Level Home. 100+ Feet of Lake Front-
age, Double Dock & SAND BEACH.  $898,900

' 1ACRE+POLE BARN

17164 RENTON, VAN BUREN TWP
LARGE COUNTRY HOME on more than an
Acre. Just minutes from expressways and shop-
ping. Open Floor Plan with Huge Rooms, Wood
Flooring, Fireplace, Rear Patio, Fire Pit with 2
1/2 Car Detached Garage PLUS Pole Barn. A
Quite and Serene Setting with Mature Trees and
the Best of Nature. $199,900.
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TOP 1%

REALESTATE SALES
INTHE USA

TRANSACTION

18571 SAVAGE, SUMPTER TWP
ONE BEAUTIFUL YARD With Open Space,
A Natural Pesticide Free Garden and Mature
Trees. 1,762 Square Foot Updated Colonial fea-
turing 3 Bedrooms, 3 Baths, New Carpet and
Paint, Open Kitchen and More. 1 Plus Acres
on Paved Street Priced to Sell at $199,900

44280 DUNN, SUMPTER TWP
LARGE 2,700 SQUARE FOOT COUNTRY
HOME on 2.24 ACRES with Possible Split.
This home could use some updating but much
to offer with 3 bedrooms, 2 baths, bright and
open kitchen, family room with wood stove,
covered patio Great Private Location with
many outbuildings. $199,500

(2019 REAL TRENDS

SIDES)

41405 TYLER, VAN BUREN
PRIME LOCATION. Corner of Haggerty and Tyler.
Opportunity Awaits this 3 Bedroom, 1 Bath Home.
Large Lot with Larger 2 1/2 Car Detached Ga-
rage. This Property could be the key to a larger
development parcel. Immediate Occupancy. Of-
fered at $135000

FOR SALE OR LEASE

et

500E HURON RIVER DR, BELLEVILLE

HIGHEST QUALITY BRICK COMMER-
CIAL BUILDING IN THE CITY OF
BELLEVILLE. Former Florist, Bakery and Cof-
fee House. Potential for Franchise Opportunity
and Immediate Occupancy. It’s QUALITY, PO-
TENTIAL AND DESIGN! For Sale at $750,000
or Lease at $4,500. Month Double Net.

THREE PARCELS A MOST BEAUTIFUL
PROPERTY 20+ ACRES WEAR RD$175,000
TORREY 2.48 AC PERC & SURV  $48,000
VACANT BALL ROMULUS .34 AC $19,000
VACANT RAWSONVILLE 2.6 AC  $95,000
SUMPTER EXETER TWP 8 ACRES $65,000

VACANT SUMPTER & WILLIS COMM &
RESIDENTIAL ZONING 25 ACR  $250,000
JUDD 10 ACRES SUMPTER TWP  $100,000
SAVAGE 1 ACRE SUMPTER TWP  $45,000
25817 SUMPTER 80X529 .97 AC $20,000

SHERWOOD 37.55 AC BY WEARS$189,900

WILLIS SUMPTER 1.14 ACRES $60,000
28710 SUMPTER ROAD $10,000
VACANT BALL ROMULUS .34 AC $19,000
GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 ACRES LT IN $72,000
HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN $70,000
VACANT LOUISA “DREAM LOT”  $70,000

7 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS
AND MARTINSVILLE. PRICED $50,000
TO $60,000 EACH. BUILD YOUR DREAM
VACANT 50115 BOG 29 ACRES  $160,000
MORTON TAYLOR 1.8 ACRES $30,000
HURON TWP VAC ASH .87 ACRES$70,000

HURON TWP VAC CLARK .74 ACRES $65,000
HURON TWP VAC CLARK 1.12 ACRE $75,000
HURONTWPVAC OTTER 2.94ACRE S $80,000
HURONTWP VACBELL 248 ACRES  $75,000
HURONTWP VACBELL 248 ACRES  $75,000
HURON TWP VACASH .87 ACRES $70,000

you enter our Holiday-Season’s Drawing with

Business Hours:

734-697-9161

www.atchinson.net

\

(Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, Ml 48111

‘Dealemlup / Commwuty Food Drive
Teeding Tocal Families in Need

“You Can Help!

The Atchinson Ford team has a pine tree that could be yours when

2019 FORD EhEE SEL A 2020 ESCGARE SIE
24 month lease for $207 per month*

OR 0% APR + $5,750 cash.

your contribution of

Non-perishable food items or a Monetary Donation. The winner of this
gorgeous pine tree will have it delivered and planted free of charge.

Please help us feed the hungry in our area this holiday season!!!!
Drap off your items & enter to win during regular business hours.

Monday & Thursday 9:00 am - 9:00pm
Tuesday, Wednesday, & Friday 9:00am to 6:00pm
Saturday 10:00am - 3:00pm

9800 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

2019 [F=180 SUPERCREW @@@@ EXPLORER

PAYING TOP S FOR
YOUR TRADE-IN?Y

XLy LURKURY diyzdd

24 month lease for $141 per month’
OR $9,500 cash.

24 month lease for $226 per month’
OR 0% APR + $2,600 cash.

AWD 2XLr
24 month lease for $299 per month*

OR 0% APR + $3,000 cash.

* WITH APPROVED CREDIT FOR RETURNING A/Z PLAN LESSEES, INCLUDES MODEL RENEWAL AND/OR COMPETITOR REBATES. NO SECURITY DEPOSIT. 10,500 MILES A YEAR FOR 24MO. PAYMENT PLUS TAX, $2000 DOWN,

ATCHINSON 738-697-9161

www.atchinson.net

2019 RAN@ER

SURPERCREW 44l
24 month lease for $178 per month’

CERTIFIED
PRE-OWN

B )

Comprehensive Warranty!

OR 0% APR + $8,100 cash.

2017 FORD
TAURUS SEL

Comes with Limited

$16,500

PLUS FIRST PAYMENT TAXES, TITLE, DOC. FEE AND LICENSE DUE AT SIGNING. EXPIRES 11/30/2019

J




