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The Morin Family, 77 Carmell, had the top decorated home in mobile home parks in the 
city of Belleville.

Independent photos by Bob Mytych
Friends Fine Floors at 164 Main Street won top place in the city of Belleville’s contest 
for decoration of businesses.

The home of Richard and Wendy Rytman, Jr., 723 Harbour Pointe Court, was named top 
decorated home in Harbour Pointe subdivision.

The home of Elliot and Kera Jokinen, 336 Victorian Ln., was judged to have the best 
decorations in Victoria Commons subdivision.

Harold and Elizabeth Kelsey, 237 Robbe St., had the top decorated home in the “Balance 
of Belleville” category.
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BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

« CHIMNEYS BUILT -
     REPAIRED & CLEANED

« SCREENS INSTALLED

« TUCK POINTING

« ROOFING & GUTTERS

« RESIDENTIAL

« COMMERCIAL

« VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

60 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
Open 7 Days 6am – 10pm • (734) 697-3033

SAM’S PLACE
FAMILY DINING

BAI

• Try Our Delicious Homemade Stir Frys,
   Greek Salads, Stuffed Cabbage,
   Perogies & Other Polish Combos
• All You Can Eat Fish  – $9.99 Everyday
• Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

BAI

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person
Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 

Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 12/30/2016

$5 OFF
From 11am – 10pm Everyday
Any Purchase of $25 or More
Dine-in only. With coupon. Not valid with 

any other offer. One coupon per visit. One 
coupon per table. Expires 12/30/2016

10% OFF
Minimum $4.50 Purchase

Entire
Bill

BAI

Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may 
not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 12/30/2016

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person

BAI

Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 
Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 12/30/2016

Advertise Today!
Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE!
Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych Today! 734-699-9020

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass
Motorcycle

& Watercraft
734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

James Chudzinski
Owner
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

See
us
on TRAINED

575 Sumpter Road
Belleville, MI 48111

Leasing Phone: 734-699-8676
Join Our Waitlist: 1-800-593-3052
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00am-Noon

TTD Phone: 1-800-348-7011

Email: seniorhousing@csi.coop
Website: www.csi.coop

“Camaraderie and serenity of mind make ours a happy home!”

Quality, Non-profit Housing for Seniors 62+

Belleville

Belleville Co-Op Apts.

is 100% Smoke Free

TREE SERVICE, INC.

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD*

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com
*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE.

Quality Home
Maintenance Service

Belleville, MI 48111

Licensed
Insured www.AQHMS.com

Rick Smith
Electrician

Builder
734-968-4509

Kitchens & Baths • Interior & Exterior Painting • Additions
Basements • Decks • Docks • Concrete

FLOORING!  Tile, Ceramic, Carpet, Laminate, Hardwood
29 YEARS

EXPERIENCE
SCHEDULE NOW
Get 10% Off Indoor Work

During Winter Months!

Enroll in Our Fall Program

Belleville 
Child Care

For children ages 22 to 12 years.
We offer:
   Pre-School
   2 Directors
  We Accept DHS
  No Registration Fee

40 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.
Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

734-697-4523
41505 S. I-94 Service Drive
Belleville, Michigan 48111
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(continued on page 19)

(continued on page 13)

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   A bench trial had been set for Dec. 14 
before 34th District Court Judge Brian A. 
Oakley to reconsider a misdemeanor charge 
against James Forrest 
Chapman, 57, of Van 
Buren Township, for 
refusing to give VBT 
police a DNA sample 
after an arrest on June 
3.
   Wayne County 
Assistant Prosecutor 
Nadine Hammoud 
began by explaining the background of 
the case, noting it was dismissed in district 
court and the Prosecutor’s office appealed 
the dismissal and circuit court remanded 
it back to Judge Oakley’s courtroom for 
reconsideration.
   She said the media (Independent) reported 
that Judge Oakley said if they send the case 

Court Watching:

Chapman’s DNA case postponed 45 days to negotiate with circuit ct.
back to him, the same decision to dismiss 
would be made.
   Judge Oakley agreed that he said he 
would dismiss again. He said the circuit 
court said he abused his discretion, but the 
circuit court gave him no guidance and he 
had no reason to think his interpretation 
of the new law requiring DNA samples is 
faulty.
   “If he makes the same motion, I will make 
the same decision,” Judge Oakley said. 
“Nothing else is changed.” He referred 
to defense attorney John Day’s motion to 
dismiss.
   “That I abused my discretion is false,” 
Judge Oakley said. “My job is to make 
my interpretation of the statute. This was 
appealed by the People and the circuit 
court said it was inaccurate. This was not 
an abuse of discretion.
   “I’m not recusing myself,” Judge 
Oakley stated. “Give me a brief from the 
Prosecutor’s office – which I never have 

seen, ever.”
   Jerry Dorsey IV, chief of the Wayne 
County Prosecutor’s Office Trial Division, 
entered the courtroom and was given the 
floor.
   He said if they go forward with the bench 
trial that day and the judge makes the same 
decision to dismiss, it would preclude the 
People from coming back.
   Dorsey suggested they stay these 
proceedings and get a motion.
   “You were not authorized to dismiss 
under those circumstances,” Dorsey said, 
adding the parties could submit briefs.
   “I never wanted to hear from the circuit 
court – let me be clear,” Judge Oakley said. 
“If I had guidance, at least I’d know what 
they were thinking.”
   Dorsey again asked Judge Oakley to stay 
the proceedings so the parties can submit 
briefs.
   “I think the People are out of luck if we 
go to trial,” Dorsey said. “The judge makes 

a decision and …”
   Defense attorney Day said he filed a 
motion for dismissal and there was no 
filing from the Prosecutor’s office.
   Day said the circuit court had attached 
just one sentence in sending the case back 

Supreme Court
of the United States rules on

Maryland v. King
Argued Feb. 26, 2013
Decided June 3, 2013

Holding: “When officers make an arrest 
supported by probable cause to hold for 
a serious offense and bring the suspect 
to the station to be detained in custody, 
taking and analyzing a cheek swab of 
the arrestee’s DNA is, like fingerprinting 
and photographing, a legitimate police 
booking procedure that is reasonable 
under the Fourth Amendment.”

Chapman

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Menard home improvement store 
representatives have alerted Van Buren 
Township officials that it will begin 
construction of its VBT store this spring.
   In July 2015, Menard received final site 
plan approval from the township to build a 
1,019,014-square-foot store on 27.24 acres 
of vacant property just north of Walmart on 
Belleville Road.
   They expected to start construction in 
2016, but then in 2016 it announced it 
was delaying construction for a year and 
expected to start in 2017.
   At the Dec. 14 meeting of the VBT 
Planning Commission, Director of Planning 

VBT Director Akers: Menard set to start VBT construction this spring
and Economic Development Ron Akers 
said he received an email from Menard 
with that announcement.
   Akers said Menard representatives plan 
to come to a VBT Planning Commission 
meeting in January to seek a change to the 
site plan that has been approved. They want 
to reduce the size of the storage facility 
behind the store and Akers said that should 
not be a problem.

Sumpter/Hull
   When asked about the onsite activity at 
the southeast corner of Sumpter and Hull 
roads, Akers said the parcel on the corner 
is zoned Commercial and the rest of the 
farmland there is zoned for Agriculture.
   He said if anyone wanted to build 

something commercial on the farmland 
they would have to seek rezoning and 
changing the Master Plan. He said no 
one has approached the township with a 
request.

Bemis/Sumpter
   Planning Commissioner Joan Franzoi 
asked what was going on at the northwest 
corner of Bemis and Sumpter roads, and 
Matthew Best, Deputy Director of Planning 
and Economic Development, said the 
parcel on that corner is zoned Commercial 
and the “L” around it is zoned Agriculture.
   He said someone has been looking into 
building a residence on the “L.”

Walmart
   Akers said his department has given 

administrative approval to Walmart for 
refreshing the outside of the building 
with paint and clearcoat brick sealant and 
extensive material remodeling. He said 
the elevation and colors won’t change, but 
signage is proposed.

Wendy’s, Belleville Road
   Administrative approval also has been 
given to Wendy’s at 11000 Belleville Road 
to “refresh their look,” according to Akers.
   Wendy’s will be removing its solarium and 
making the restaurant smaller, replacing 
doors and windows and renovations on 
the inside, he said. They plan to reseal the 
parking lot and make sidewalk changes.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   On Dec. 13, at his last meeting as a 
member of the Belleville Area District 
Library Board, Michael Boelter suggested 
a monthly stipend for the seven board 
members.
   He said the city council in Belleville and 
the township board members in Sumpter 
and Van Buren get paid.
   He suggested $40 for board members and 
$60 for the chairperson, making a total of 
$300 a month.
   Boelter did not run for reelection to 
the board and he wouldn’t benefit from 
this pay. His replacement, Alma Hughes 
Grubbs, will take over his seat in January.

Boelter suggests monthly stipends for district library board members
   Library Director Mary Jo Suchy said 
the state act caps such payments at $30 a 
meeting.
   “I didn’t get a chance to research this,” 
said board attorney John Day, who wasn’t 
informed of the proposal before the 
meeting.
   “We don’t want to act on something 
without researching it,” said chairwoman 
Sharon Peters. “We have to look at it with 
some kind of process.”
   She suggested sending it to the bylaw 
committee, chaired by John Juriga.
   Peters said that Boelter has a long length 
of service on the board, since 2010, and 
as long as he has suggested this they 
should look into it since Boelter felt it was 

important.
   “A stipend is a tax-deductible item,” 
Boelter said.
   “We need to act in a way that’s well-
researched,” Peters stated.
   Boelter is the great-grandson of Fred C. 
Fischer for whom the Belleville library 
was built and named. A few years ago the 
name was changed to the Belleville Area 
District Library.
   Boelter said he did not run for reelection 
because of conflicts with his work 
schedule.
   In November, voters approved a bond 
and millage to build a new library and 
increased millage for operation of the new 
library.

   At the end of the meeting, the board 
and audience enjoyed chocolate cake to 
celebrate Boelter’s service. Mary Jane 
Dawson said she suggests they make the 
address of the new library “1 Fred Fischer 
Drive,” which pleased Boelter.
   “We were appointed by the townships 
and the city in the beginning and we didn’t 
know a lot of what we were doing,” Boelter 
said. “We learned. We have a very strong 
board now.”
   Board chairwoman Sharon Peters said 
she enjoyed working with Boelter, “who 
has the blood of Fred C. Fischer coursing 
through his veins.”
   In other business at the Dec. 13 meeting, 
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Editorial

Peace on earth,
good will toward men
  And it came to pass in those days, that there 
went out a decree from Caesar Augustus 
that all the world should be taxed. (And 
this taxing was first made when Cyrenius 
was governor of Syria.) And all went to 
be taxed, every one into his own city. And 
Joseph also went up from Galilee, out of 
the city of Nazareth, into Judaea, unto the 
city of David, which is called Bethlehem 
(because he was of the house and lineage of 
David) to be taxed with Mary his espoused 
wife, being great with child. And so it was, 
that, while they were there, the days were 
accomplished that she should be delivered. 
And she brought forth her firstborn son, 
and wrapped him in swaddling clothes, and 
laid him in a manger; because there was no 
room for them in the inn. And there were in 
the same country shepherds abiding in the 
fields, keeping watch over their flock by 
night. And, lo the angel of the Lord came 
upon them, and the glory of the Lord shone 
round about them; and they were sore afraid. 
And the angel said unto them, Fear not: for, 
behold, I bring you good tiding of great 
joy, which shall be to all people. For unto 
you is born this day in the city of David a 
Saviour, which is Christ the Lord. And this 
shall be a sign unto you; Ye shall find the 
babe wrapped in swaddling clothes, lying 
in a manger. And suddenly there was with 
the angel a multitude of the heavenly host 
praising God and saying, Glory to God in 
the highest, and on earth peace, good will 
toward men.                            Luke 2:1-14

   You probably have noticed by now: The 
East Huron River Drive bridge over the 
Huron River is now open again. It opened 
on Sunday. The roadway is now smooth, 
but the walls along the bridge still are 
deteriorated to show the rebar.
   For the past couple of weeks, the traffic 
that used to go over that bridge was diverted 
to various routes. Downtown Belleville 
traffic was very heavy. There were a lot of 
trips to New Boston along Hannan Road 
and some drivers went through the Metro 
Park and had to pay a $10 daily fee. Some 
were very grumpy about that.
   At one point I decided to go through the 
Metro Park and pay the fee, but there was 
no one in the toll booth at either of the 
entrances. I entered at Bemis Road.

***
      Library architect Dan Whisler is very 
enthusiastic about his work and he likes 
to explain it in detail. I’ve been listening 
to him for more than 10 years in various 
venues and he never is brief.
   So, at the Dec. 13 meeting of the Belleville 
Area District Library board, when he got 
ready to talk about the topographical survey 
he began with, “I’ll try to make it short.”
   From somewhere within me came an 
audible laugh and the board stopped 
its meeting and all eyes were on me. I 
apologized, of course. I do try to be the fly 
on the wall and not interfere in the meetings, 
but this time I just laughed, out loud.
   Dan turned to me and said he wished me 
to record my “smirk.” Well, here it is.
   And, of course, his report on the survey 
and all those who bid on the work and what 
you cannot do with piles of snow on the site 
was quite lengthy. But, maybe it wasn’t as 

long as it could have been.
***

   Charles Tackett, who lives in Florida 
and Van Buren Township, said he’s been 
thinking about “parity.”
   He said although the VBT Public Safety 
Department got voters to approve 2.5 
additional mills to add to its 4 mills in 2018, 
the township still, even with 6.5 mills, does 
not pull in enough money to support the 
whole department.
   He said he’s asking for parity. He said 
big stores like Meijer and Walmart make a 
lot of use of the township police and fire 
departments, while homeowners seldom 
need to call on them for help. Parity is 
needed, he said.
   Charles said a payment for police and fire 
service from the big budgets of Meijer and 
Walmart would be miniscule to them, but 
would bring parity to the situation.

***
   I gave a post office box address in this 
column for the Friends of Michigan 
Animals Rescue a few weeks back. Now, I 
learn FMAR no longer has a P.O. Box. Its 
address is 51299 Arkona Road, Belleville, 
MI 48111. Sorry about that.

***
   At the end of Tuesday’s regular board 
meeting, Van Buren Township’s new 
supervisor, Kevin McNamara, told all of 
the board members to say together “Merry 
Christmas” and they did.
   Then, Trustee Reggie Miller told him 

he had done it too soon and the meeting 
wasn’t over because they hadn’t gotten to 
the “Non-Agenda Items” where the public 
can speak.
   “Whoops. I knew I’d do something 
wrong,” Supervisor McNamara said. He’s 
new to this township 
board stuff, but he’s 
learning.
   Resident Ernie Tozier 
wanted to ask about the 
fifth amendment to the 
Woodland Meadows 
landfill host agreement 
that was recently 
discussed by the previous board – and then 
silence. McNamara said the new board 
would be studying that in January.
   Earlier in the meeting, Supervisor 
McNamara said the announcement of 
Menards coming to VBT makes him feel 
like Charlie Brown and Lucy with the 
football. He hopes that Menards really is 
going to be built now.
   Trustee Paul White said when he was 
supervisor he worked to get Menards here 
and it was coming to the Farmer Jack area, 
but then didn’t come. He said the store will 
bring 75 full-time job and 75 part-time jobs 
and he is delighted it’s finally coming.

***
   Merry Christmas to you and yours. We 
love doing this paper for you and thank 
God for making it possible.

***
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LettersColumbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

Santa’s Mailbox
Santa’s Mailbox is outside 
next to the Belleville Area 
Chamber of Commerce for 
the children to send their 
letters to the Jolly Old Elf. 
The Chamber is located at 
248 Main Street, Belleville.

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Anais Nin

"Life shrinks or expands in
proportion to one's courage."
“No act of kindness, no matter 

how small, is ever wasted.”
-- Aesop 

Pleasing You, Pleases Us

734-325-7799
Members & Qualified Guests

Belleville Family Center # 934
45476 Harris Road
Belleville, MI 48111
bellevillemoose.com

moose934@yahoo.com

Weekday & Weekend Rates

Bartending Service Provided -
Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff!

Free Wi-Fi Hotspot!

Loyal Order of Moose • Women of the Moose • Moose Legion

The Family Fraternity

“America is great because she is good. 
If America ceases to be good, America   

will cease to be great.”
– Alexis de Tocquevllle

Thank you for helping 
Children’s Party
To the Editor:
   I would like to take this opportunity to 
extend a most heartfelt THANK YOU to 
all those that donated to the 2016 Sumpter 
Township Annual Children’s Christmas 
Party.
   Please allow me to acknowledge our 
benefactors of this event:
Alan D Bates, Avengers MC, Belleville 
Rotary, Benito’s 5 Star, Biker’s United, 
Brown Funeral Home, Burhop Collision, 
Burnham & Flower, Carlisle/Wortman 
Associates, Inc., CRG Electric, Davenport 
Brothers Construction, Don Swinson, 
Express Tire & Sumpter Collision, Fox 
Auto, Hennessey Engineers, Higgerson & 
Neal Funeral Home, Honey Pest Control, 
Honorable Judge David Parrott, Honorable 
Judge Tina Green, Insurance Auto Auction, 
Janowiak Funeral Home, John W. Morgan, 
Kellers Real Farm Bakery, Martin & 
Son, Matthew Oddy, Moose Lodge #934, 
Post, Smythe, Lutz & Ziel, Pumpkin 
Factory, Republic Services, Rod Porter 
Construction, Sumpter Township Board 
of Trustees, Sumpter Township Parks and 
Recreation Commission, The Bake Shoppe, 
WCA Assessing, Wise Technologies LLC, 
Wolverine Power, Works of Joy, Zywicki 
Greenhouses.
   A special thanks to the numerous 
volunteers that selflessly contributed their 
time to insure the success of the Children’s 
Christmas Party. Without the generosity of 
those that contributed, not only monetarily 
but with their time, this event could not 
remain the success and tradition it has
become.
   Wishing all a Merry Christmas and a safe 
and Happy New Year!
John W. Morgan
Sumpter Township Supervisor

Light display to music 
put up in north VBT
To the Editor:
   It has been suggested by several recent 
visitors that I reach out to you and let you 
know about the computer controlled, set-
to-music Christmas light display that I 
have put on. I recognize it’s fairly late in 
the season, but thought I would pass on my 
information in case you were interested.
   You can see some details on my Facebook 
page @vanburenlights including video and 
pictures.
   The display is located at 45034 Lindsey 
Drive in Bellepointe Estates (Van Buren 
Township) northeast of the intersection of 
Ecorse and Belleville roads.

   The display is completely custom built, 
from the display elements and lighting to 
the digital controller cards and sequencing. 
There are approximately 60,000 individually 
controlled lights synchronized to music that 
is played over FM radio 87.9 for viewers in 
the immediate vicinity. The current show 
is made up of 8 songs (approximately 20 
minutes total) and runs continuously from 
4:30 p.m. until 10:30 p.m. Times may be 
extended as we approach the holiday and as 
demand dictates. Updates on the schedule 
will be posted on the Facebook page.

Happy Holidays!
David Girard
VanBurenLights

Bethany CHRISTmas 
concert was inspiring
To the Editor:
   “Let There Be Light,” a CHRISTmas 
presentation, was performed last Saturday 
night and Sunday morning by the choir of 
Bethany Bible Church and even though the 
weather was threatening, the community’s 
faithful attendees were thrilled and inspired 
by this dynamic and beautiful musical 
presentation.
   For many years, I have looked forward to 
attending Bethany’s CHRISTmas concert 
and have never been disappointed. This year’s  
performance was no exception! Under 
the direction of John Losen, Jr., the choir, 
soloists, and narration were outstanding. 
Repeatedly and correctly, emphasis 
was placed on “The Cross” itself. 
   As is the custom at Bethany Church’s 
CHRISTmas concerts, the entire audience 
stood while they and the choir sang Handel’s 
Hallelujah Chorus from “Messiah.”
   My family, along with many grateful 
tri-community citizens say: Thank you 
Bethany Bible Church choir for your 
faithful musical contribution of Faith, 
Hope and Light.
(Mrs.) Ruth E. Bleeker
Belleville
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Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 6:30pm • Children and Teens - 6:30pm
                         Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:15pm (Fall through Spring)
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

WE’RE A/C & TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS!OPEN ARMS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & DAYCARE

7865 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 699-5000

9 a.m. Adult Bible Class  10 a.m. Worship
www.openarmscenter.com

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

(734) 699-3185

409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 697-1211

▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
stanthonybelleville.weconnect.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

“Real Estate with Real Service”

More Letters

FREE ESTIMATES! 697-1777
Call Charles "Toby" Leis - anytime

Licensed Master Plumber
#81-10257 "Insured"

Certified Back Flow Cross
Connection Inspector
& Testing

C.A.L. Plumbing & Heating
"Quality and Service you can depend on"

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
870 Savage Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

(734) 699-6700
Worship Sunday: 10:30 a.m.  Wed. Family Night: 7-8:15 p.m.
Boys & Girls Ministries, Youth, College & Career, and Seniors Ministry. 

Visit rol-ag.com

CORNERSTONE BAPTIST CHURCH
Pastor Bob Putnam

Sunday Worship: 11:00 a.m. • Wednesday Bible Study: 6:00 p.m.
HIS PLACE CHURCH
Pastor Charles Turnbill

Sunday Service: 6:00 p.m. • Friday Service: 6:00 p.m.
712 E. Grand Blvd., Ypsilanti, MI 48198

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

MERRY CHRISTMAS & HAPPY NEW YEAR FROM ALL 
OF US AT FRIENDS OF MICHIGAN ANIMAL RESCUE!

You can have confidence with CS&R
Proudly Providing Quality Service Since 1992

Judges say our briefs are the “best they have read” 

“Helping you to get a fresh start today!”

CS & R DIVORCE & DISABILITY    734-425-1074
28473 WARREN ROAD, GARDEN CITY, MI 48135 (located in the MERCEDES PLAZA)

WEBSITE:  www.GetitDoneWithoutLawyers.com

Save up to 80%
DIVORCE (starting at $75)
SSI & DISABILITY CASES

*   GUARDIANSHIP   *   QDRO - QUALIFIED DOMESTIC RELATION ORDER
*   TEMPORARY CUSTODY ORDERS  *   POWER OF ATTORNEY / WILLS
*   PARENTING TIME MOTIONS  *   PROBATE / INHERITANCE
*   CHILD SUPPORT MOTIONS  *   QUIT CLAIM DEEDS 
*   ELMINATE BACK CHILD SUPPORT *   Find MISSING PERSONS/SPOUSE
*   LEGAL CASE BRIEFS

Pastor Bob Lafferty
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville

734-345-9053
Sunday Morning Service 10:30    Wednesday Bible Study 6:30

Friday Youth Night 6:30
http://www.bellevillelighthousechurch.org

BELLEVILLE LIGHTHOUSE CHURCH

State Farm®

Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych today at 734-699-9020

and make this spot yours.
Be sure to ask him about our buy 

3 ads, get 1 free promotion!

This Spot is Reserved
For Your Business Card!

“Full Time Excellent Service Since 1998”

WEBSITE: FrontPageMichigan.com

Thinking About Selling? Call Us Today!
Find out what your home is worth.

FREE Market Analysis!

Verzell & Kim Page, “The Real Estate Pages”

FRONT PAGE PROPERTIES

DIRECT PHONE:
734-494-0636

I had all the Clintons, 
Bushes I could take
To the Editor:
   Some letters in the Independent a few days 
ago indicated some disappointment in the elec-
tion of President-elect Trump.
   About two years ago it was apparent that both 
major parties had already decided who they 
wanted. Now, I’m sure the Bushes are fine peo-
ple and we know the Clintons’ background, but 
I had all the Clintons and Bushes I could take.
   If I can ask: Who the heck is Jill Stein?
Mickey Widener
Van Buren Township
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More
Obituaries on 

page 8

Ypsilanti
(734) 482-6000
Sumpter Twp.

(734) 699-6000
www.janowiakfuneralhome.com

Simplified Cremation
$1,695

Includes arrangement conference, 
local transportation, crematory, 

cremation container, website 
obituary and video tribute.

Does not include medical examiner
cremation fee, taxes, or 

certified death certificates.

Let Us Help.

Higgerson & Neal Are Funeral Prearrangements Transferable? 
YES! 

AT HIGGERSON & NEAL FUNERAL HOME 
WE HONOR ALL EXISTING PRE ARRANGEMENTS 

WITH OTHER FUNERAL HOMES. 
ONLY YOUR SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED TO TRANSFER 

AND WE HANDLE THE REST. 
GIVE US A CALL 

209 Main St., Belleville, Michigan 48111 

734-697-9400 

Funeral Home 
Continuing an 84 year Belleville 

Tradition Since 1932 
James L. Higgerson, Manager 

Beverly E. Neal, Director 
 

Are Funeral Prearrangements
Transferable?

YES!
AT HIGGERSON & NEAL

FUNERAL HOME WE HONOR 
ALL EXISTING

PREARRANGEMENTS WITH 
OTHER FUNERAL HOMES. 
ONLY YOUR SIGNATURE IS 

REQUIRED TO TRANSFER AND 
WE HANDLE THE REST.

GIVE US A CALL
209 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111

734-697-9400

Higgerson & Neal Are Funeral Prearrangements Transferable? 
YES! 

AT HIGGERSON & NEAL FUNERAL HOME 
WE HONOR ALL EXISTING PRE ARRANGEMENTS 

WITH OTHER FUNERAL HOMES. 
ONLY YOUR SIGNATURE IS REQUIRED TO TRANSFER 

AND WE HANDLE THE REST. 
GIVE US A CALL 

209 Main St., Belleville, Michigan 48111 

734-697-9400 

Funeral Home 
Continuing an 84 year Belleville 

Tradition Since 1932 
James L. Higgerson, Manager 

Beverly E. Neal, Director 
 

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager   Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

Bessie Lafferty

BESSIE LAFFERTY
(July 20, 1928 – December 13, 2016)
Bessie (Ramey) Lafferty, age 88, of Belleville, 
MI, went home to be with the Lord on Tuesday 
December 13, 2016, at her residence, with her 
family by her side.  
Bessie was born in Martin, Kentucky, on July 
20, 1928. She was married to Jessie Lafferty on 
Aug. 6, 1947 until his time of death on March 7, 
2011. She is preceded in death by her parents, 5 
brothers, and 4 sisters.   
Bessie worked for Ford Motor Company Raw-
sonville plant. She was a longtime member of 
Faith Assembly Church in Belleville.
Bessie is survived by her 2 daughters Sue (Ron-
ald) Komisar of Lakeland, FL and Barb (Ed-
ward) Conrad of Belleville, 8 grandchildren, 
15 great-grandchildren and 1 great-great-
grandchild.
Visitation was 6-8 PM Thursday and 12-8 PM 
Friday at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 
E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 48111-
2764 (734)697-4500.  Funeral Services were 
11 AM Saturday, December 17, 2016, at Faith 
Assembly Church, 894 E. Huron River Dr., 
Belleville.  Pastor Doug Valentine officiated. 
The family welcomed guests at church 10-11 
AM.
A procession with graveside prayers followed at 
Highland Cemetery, Ypsilanti, MI. Please sign 
her on-line guest book and share a memory for 
her family to cherish at www.davidcbrownfh.
com .
Memorial contributions may be made to 
St. Joseph Mercy Hospice and would be 
appreciated.

HEATHER LYNNE PENCE
(September 6, 1986 – December 13, 2016)
Heather Lynne Pence, age 30, of Canton, MI, 
passed away Tuesday, December 13, 2016, due 
to complications from an automobile accident.
She was born September 6, 1986 in Livonia, 
MI, daughter of Andrew Edward Pence & Janet 
Lynne (Potter) Nicol. She was a 2004 graduate 
of Belleville High School.
Heather is survived by her mother, Janet Nicol 
of Canton, MI; sister Deanna (Tim) Gorham of 
Belleville, MI; brother Kevin Pence of Harrison, 
MI;, two nieces Marissa (Jordan) Kranz of 
Havelock, North Carolina and Ashley Gorham 
of Belleville, MI; two nephews Joshua Gorham 
of Belleville, MI, and Aiden Pence of Harrison, 
MI; also numerous aunts, uncles, cousins and 
friends.
Cremation rites have been accorded.  A 
Celebration of Life Service is being planned and 
will be announced later. Please sign her on-line 
guest book and share a memory for her family 
to cherish at www.davidcbrownfh.com .

Heather Lynne Pence

DEBORAH LYNN DOTSON
(June 10, 1963 – December 8, 2016)
Deborah Lynn Dotson, of Belleville and 
longtime resident of Milford, passed away in 
the loving care of her family on December 8, 
2016 at the age of 53.
Deb is survived by Dennis, her beloved husband 
of 34 years; son David Dotson; daughter 
Danell Dotson; grandchildren, Brooklyn 
Troy, Sienna Troy, Carter Dotson, Eris Troy, 
and Ivey Troy; brother Jerry Lewellen; 
sister Lisa Papke as well as many nieces, 
nephews, extended family, and dear friends. 
Deb was preceded in death by her father, Gerald 
Lewellen and her sister, Alice Lowing.
A Funeral Service was held at Lynch & Sons 
Funeral Home, Milford, on December 12, 
2016. Burial at Milford Memorial Cemetery.  
Memorials to: the American Red Cross. P.O. 
Box 37839, Boone, IA 50037-0839.
For further information, please phone 
Lynch & Sons, 248-684-6645 or visit www.
LynchFuneralDirectors.com .

Deborah Lynn Dotson

DAVID LYNN BAUM
(October 25, 1956 – December 17, 2016)
David Lynn Baum, 60, of  Houghton Lake 
passed away on Saturday December 17, 2016 at 
home with his loving family by his side.
David was born on October 25, 1956 in Wayne, 
Michigan to Ralph and Marjorie (Becker) 
Baum. David worked as an independent truck 
owner/operator,  hauling freight for several 
companies.   He moved to the Houghton 
Lake area from Ypsilanti Township five years 
ago.  David was a member of the Houghton 
Lake Eagles and the Houghton Lakes Elks. He 
enjoyed riding his side-by-side and spending 
time on his boat.
Surviving Mr. Baum are his daughter, Susi Baum 
of MI; son, Timmy Baum of MI; three brothers 
Clifford Baum of FL, Bob Baum of MI, and 
John Baum of MI; two sisters Lori Maddox of 
FL and Anna Taleesie of MI; mother, Marjorie 
Ligmal of FL; longtime companion, Peggy 
McMullen of Houghton Lake; several nieces 
and nephews.  David was preceded in death by 
his father, Ralph. 
At the request of Mr. Baum no services will be 
held.   Memorial contributions in memory of 
David are asked to be directed to the charity of 
the donor’s choice.    Condolences can be sent 
to the family online at www.christler-holdship.
com .
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A+ Rating with
YOUR HEATING & COOLING FAMILY

For Free Estimates, Call

(313) 381-2800
20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 38 YEARS!

In-Home Service Calls Too!

(734) 697-3206
Bemis Road @ Savage Roads

WE SELL USED
APPLIANCES!
Pick-Up & Delivery

JOE’S APPLIANCES

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

10% OFF

HOURS
MON.-THURS. 11AM-10PM

FRI. 11AM - 11PM
SAT. 12PM-11PM
SUN. 12PM-10PM

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $10.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $7.25 - $8.00

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

DINE-IN OR CARRY OUT
Chinese & American Food

BUDWEISER BOTTLES - $2.75, WINE AVAILABLE!

CHINA KING COUPON
COUPON EXPIRES DECEMBER 30, 2016

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

WE’D LIKE TO SEND
YOU EACH A CARD

But there’s just too
many of you!

To all our cherished
customers and

friends we wish you
a very Merry Christmas!
147 Main St. - Walk Ins Call

699-0055
151 Main St. - For Appointment Call

699-3210
Over 29 Years In The Same Location.

HARVEY H. STABNAU
(March 25, 1923 – December 13, 2016)
Harvey H. Stabnau of Belleville passed away 
peacefully at his home on Tuesday, December 
13, 2016. Born March 25, 1923 to the late Otto 
and Olga (Leschner) Stabnau in Dearborn, 
Michigan, on a Ford Farm where his father was 
employed. The Ford Motor Company World 
Headquarters “Glass House” now stands at this 
location.
Harvey was a World War II Army veteran 
(1943-1946) serving in the European Theatre 
of Operations under General George S. Patton, 
fighting for our country in the Battle of the 
Bulge. Following his Honorable Discharge, 
Harvey was employed at the Ford River Rouge 
Complex. In the late 1950s Harvey served 
as a Belleville, Michigan police officer and 
later owned and operated Belleville’s Stabnau 
Sinclair Service. In 1969, after many years 
of running his own business, Harvey took a 
position in facilities maintenance for American 
Airlines at Detroit Metropolitan Airport, where 
he retired in 1995 at the age of 72.
Survived by his wife of 69 years, Elaine 
(Graham) Stabnau, as well as four children, 
Jeffrey (Jacquelyn) Stabnau of Ann Arbor, 
Michigan, Craig (Karen) Stabnau of Missoula, 
Montana, Sheila Joy of Reston, Virginia, and 
Suzanne (Jerry) Vilicich of Rancho Palos 
Verdes, California. Also survived by nine 
grandchildren, seven great-grandchildren, two 
brothers, Gerald (Mildred) Stabnau of Hillman, 
Michigan, and Floyd (Peggy) Stabnau of 
Belleville, Michigan.
Harvey was preceded in death by his above-
mentioned parents, three sisters Elsie Allen, 
Dorothy Smith and Edna Horton,  and four 
brothers Roy, Norman, Donald and Ronald 
Stabnau. At his request cremation rites have 
been accorded, and a memorial service will be 
held at a later date. Donations in his memory 
may be made to St. Joseph Mercy Hospital or 
Arbor Hospice.
Please sign his on-line guest book and share 
a story for his family to treasure at www.
davidcbrownfh.com .

Harvey H. Stabnau

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   There were a lot of happy tears, reports 
Belleville Meijer store manager Mary Jo 
Hanson in telling about the third-annual 
Very Merry Meijer event at her store.
   She said on Dec. 10 one unsuspecting 
customer at each of the 230 Meijer stores 
was chosen to have the contents of his/her 
shopping cart paid for by Meijer.
   In Belleville, Manager Hanson said she 
looked for a shopper with a large amount 
of Christmas presents and, “basically, 
followed them around the store until they 
got to checkout.”
   She chose a family including the elderly 
grandmother, who was doing the shopping, 
and her daughter and adult grandson who 
were helping.
   Hanson told them Meijer was “gifting” 
them with the contents of the shopping 
cart.
    “They were very happy and there were 
a lot of tears involved, including mine,” 
Hanson said. The shopper had about $700 
worth of merchandise in her cart. She also 
was presented with a $100 gift card to pay 
it forward with someone who needed help 
or to give to a charitable organization of 
her choice.
   And, to top it all off, the cashier who was 
working to check out the customer also 
got a $100 gift card and thank yous for her 
service.
   “Christmas is a time for kindness and 
joy, and we were so excited to bring back 
the Very Merry Meijer event once again 
to share the spirit of the season with those 
we hold dear: our customers and team 
members,” said Executive Chairman Hank 
Meijer. “We are very appreciative of our 
customers and team members, and wanted 
to find a special way to wish them a very 
Merry Christmas.”
   The Very Merry Meijer event resulted in 
tens of thousands of dollars in gifts to Meijer 
customers in the 230 stores – with shopping 
carts ranging from $400 to upwards of 
more than $1,000 in value – along with 
a mixture of emotions that spurred tears, 

Belleville Very Merry Meijer event 
pays for $700 cart full of presents

hugs, and even speechlessness from very 
happy customers. 
   Meijer released a video that showcases 
how the retailer surprised its customers. 
In most cases, the store director revealed 
the gift upon checkout, but Hank Meijer, 
Board Director Doug Meijer, and Meijer 
President and CEO Rick Keyes also helped 
spread holiday cheer in some of the stores.
 “We strive all year long to put our customers 
first, and provide them with a great shopping 
experience through the quality products we 
sell, the service we provide, and the many 

ways we offer savings,” Keyes said. “The 
Very Merry Meijer event was an extra 
special way to show our appreciation and 
make the season bright. That is what the 
holidays are all about.”
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*WAC. Certain restrictions apply. Offer ends 12-31-16.

Mohawk
734-513-4108

Joy Road between 
Middlebelt and Inkster

Belleville Manor
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile 
north of I-94

Van Buren Estates
734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 

at the Rawsonville exit

Celebrate the Holidays
       NEW HOME!in a 

Call one of our sales associates today or visit our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com

First month rent and security deposit 
WAIVED.

              Up to a $1,000 Value!

*Some restrictions apply. Contact Perspective Eyecare for details.

Dr. Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

50% OFF BUY ONE COMPLETE PAIR OF 
GLASSES and GET 50% OFF  
ANOTHER COMPLETE PAIR*

Don’t forget to use your Flexible Spending Account dollars before December 31st!

Independent photos by Rosemary K. Otzman
Belleville City Councilman Jesse Marcotte, left, presented the top holiday home 
decorating award for Harbour Pointe subdivision to Ashley Rytman and her father 
Richard at Monday’s council meeting.

Councilman Tom Smith, at right, presented the top holiday decorating award in the 
Mobile Home Parks category to Joshua and Nicole Morin at Monday’s meeting.

Mayor Pro Tem Jack Loria, right, presented the top award for home decorating in the 
Victoria Commons category to Elliot and Kera Jokinen.
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More Letters
www.actionmechanicalheating-cooling.com

$89 PRECISION
TUNE-UP

EXPRESS TIRE
AND AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

10625 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111  (734) 697-2424
For more savings visit our website @ www.expresstiremi.com!

Ask About Rebates on Select Tires.

We Accept Competitor’s Coupons.

HOURS:
MONDAY – FRIDAY
8 A.M. – 6 P.M.

SATURDAYS
8 A.M. – 2 P.M.

… AND MANY OTHER TIRE BRANDS
AT COMPETITIVE PRICES

America’s Tire Since 1900

THE NEXT REVOLUTION IN TIRES

From Our Family
To Yours!

On Dec. 17, while helping to distribute toys and food to local families, Belleville / Van 
Buren Goodfellows honored the late Dave Cushing who was a tireless worker for helping 
to make it so there was “No Child without a Christmas.” He lost his battle with cancer 
on Oct. 14.

Goodfellows were able to 
help 162 children
To the Editor:
   On Saturday, Dec. 17, the Belleville 
/ Van Buren Township Goodfellows 
had the pleasure of distributing boxes 
of food, half hams, warm children’s 
winter coats, mittens, hats, scarfs and 
plenty of very special Christmas toys to 

69 families with a total of 162 children. 
   This year’s program was, at times, a 
solemn event for Goodfellows members as 
we mourn the loss of fellow member Dave 
Cushing, who lost his battle with cancer 
on Oct 14. Dave was a hard-working, 
dedicated member of the Goodfellows 
for many, many years. His years of hard 
work, unselfish ambition and dedication 
will forever be remembered. We all will 
miss him dearly and express our sincere 
condolences to his family.
   The Goodfellows would like to give a 
huge “thank you” to local schools: Savage 

Elementary, Tyler Elementary, Edgemont 
Elementary, McBride Middle School, 
Belleville High School and Keystone 
Academy for their very successful annual 
Goodfellows food drives. And, “thank 
you” to September Days Senior Center 
for their donation of food, hats, scarfs 
and mittens and Leo’s Coney Island for 
allowing us to place a collection box in their 
establishment. Also local area businesses, 
organizations and residents for their very 
generous monetary and food donations and 
the Belleville City Police Department for 
standing in the cold collecting donations 
and passing out candy canes. Without all 
of you, this entire program would not be 
possible.
   A special thanks goes out to all the volunteers 
who eagerly and cheerfully gave their time 

and labor picking up donated food from 
schools and collection boxes, sorting and 
boxing food, shopping for and sorting toys 
and coats, and working on distribution day.  
   All of this dedicated teamwork and 
generous donations allowed this year’s 
program to run smooth and efficient, 
and successfully helped to fulfill the 
Goodfellows promise of “No Child without 
a Christmas.”
   The Goodfellows wish everyone a very 
Merry Christmas and the happiest holiday 
season, and “THANK YOU” for your 
continued support.

Pam Fleming, coordinator 
Belleville/Van Buren Township
Goodfellows
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PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR NEW LOCATION:
43250 TYLER ROAD!

(1.25 Miles East of Belleville Road)

Greenhouse & FloristGARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

 

 

Email us at miflower@sbcglobal.net
www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

Shop at Your  
Local Certified  

Floral Designers! 
Large selection of Fresh Flowers

BEAUTIFUL
MICHIGAN GLADS

10 STEM BUNCH ONLY
$3.99

ALL PERENNIALS Half Off!

GARDEN FANTASY
10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand
Opening!

$5.00 Off Fresh Flower Purchase 
of $25 or more! (Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Telephone: (734) 699-7370

38th
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Telephone: (734) 699-7370

GARDEN FANTASY
10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

 

 

Email us at miflower@sbcglobal.net
www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

Shop at Your  
Local Certified  

Floral Designers! 
Large selection of Fresh Flowers

BEAUTIFUL
MICHIGAN GLADS

10 STEM BUNCH ONLY
$3.99

ALL PERENNIALS Half Off!

Greenhouse

OPEN: MONDAY – FRIDAY  9 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SATURDAY  9 A.M. – 5 P.M.    SUNDAY  1 P.M. – 5 P.M.  

(734) 697-1765
Fax: (734) 699-0505 ACCEPTED

YOUR HOLIDAY DECORATING HEADQUARTERS!

GRAVE BLANKETS &
CEMETERY CONES

CALL AHEAD FOR CUSTOM ORDERS. THANK YOU FOR SHOPPING LOCAL!

GARDEN STATUARY 
MAKES A PERFECT GIFT!

FRESH MICHIGAN CHRISTMAS TREES
CHOOSE FROM SCOTCH PINE & FRASER FIR!

FRESH WREATHS, ROPING & POINSETTIAS

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

We carry a wide variety of the very best:
•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products   •  Hay and Straw
•  Poultry Food   •  Horse and Livestock Feed

LIKE US ON

HOURS:
MON-FRI 9AM-6PM  •  SAT 9AM-5PM

SUN 12PM-4PM

Willis Feed Mill
Deer/Wildlife Feed,

Attractants, Food Plot

MERRY CHRISTMAS FROM ALL OF US!

Authentic Mexican Restaurant

734-697-3271
333 Industrial Park Drive

Belleville, MI 48111
(Behind Family Dollar)

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Thurs  11am-9pm

Fri-Sat  11am-10pm  Sun  Noon-9pm

 Everything Homemade
 Gluten Free Available
 Catering

Now
Serving
Alcohol!

Stefanie Howell, daughter of Cheryl and Kim Toms of Sumpter Township, just received 
her PhD in Psychology, with a concentration in Cognitive Behavioral Neuropyschology, 
from George Mason University in Fairfax, VA. She is pictured with her husband Richard 
and their children Aviana and Liam.

Photo courtesy of Don Swinson
Leona Mixon poses with the Christmas 
tree she created for the Dec. 13 senior 
citizens’ Christmas party at the Sumpter 
Township Senior Center. Mixon made 
her tree from a partially opened patio 
umbrella covered with fibers from burlap 
sacks that she pulled apart.

   The Lincoln Consolidated Schools Board 
of Education reports the district has been 
released from the Deficit Elimination 
Plan by the Michigan Department of 
Education.
   The decision to release the district was 
made based on the 2015-16 audit and 
2016-17 board-approved budget showing 
positive ending fund balances for each of 
those years. The approved 2016-17 budget 
shows the district with an 11.97% fund 
balance.
   “I would like to thank all of the stakeholders 

who contributed to the financial turnaround 
of the district.” said School Superintendent 
Sean McNatt. “Without the personal 
sacrifice of every employee to ensure 
Lincoln Consolidated Schools gained a 
positive financial foundation, we would 
not have achieved this accomplishment in 
such a short time.”
   Lincoln Consolidated Schools District 
serves more than 3,800 students from 
southeast Washtenaw and southwest 
Wayne Counties.

Lincoln Consolidated Schools 
exit Deficit Elimination Plan
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Hours:
Monday - Saturday  6am – 10pm

 Sunday  7am – 9pm

734-697-1000
9624 Belleville Rd.

Belleville, MI

www.leosconeyisland.com With Beverage Purchase
No Coupon Needed!

$200

OFF
Your Entire Bill

of $20 or More
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

10%
OFF

Your Entire Bill
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

D A I L Y  D I N N E R  S P E C I A L S     
SUNDAY -- TURKEY DINNER & 
                           POT ROAST

MONDAY -- PEPPER STEAK

TUESDAY -- FATTOUSH SALAD

             & MEDITERRANEAN PLATE

WEDNESDAY -- ITALIAN NIGHT

THURSDAY -- POLISH DINNERS

FRIDAY -- AYCE FISH - $9.49
SATURDAY -- CHEF’S CHOICE

4 P.M. TO
9 P.M.

BREAKFAST SPECIALS

MONDAY - FRIDAY
6am - 11am

Starting at only $2.79

LIVE MUSIC
GUITARIST

NATHAN SWEET
Tuesdays

6–8:30 p.m.

CLOWN
FACE PAINTING

& BALLOONS
Mondays
6–8 p.m.

MAGICIAN
TABLE
MAGIC

Thursdays
6–8:30 p.m.

SANTA CLAUS 
WILL BE HERE
DECEMBER 23

5-8 P.M.

Open Arms Lutheran Church     

7865 Belleville Road 
Belleville, MI 48111 

734-699-5000 
www.openarmscenter.com 

 

      Saturday 12-24                   Sunday 12-25 
Christmas Eve Service         Christmas Day Service 
          7:00 pm           10:00 am 

Colleen will brighten up the 
holiday season by being the 
life of any party with her goofy, 
playful and energetic personality. 
She’s a 1 year and 11 month 
old American Foxhound mix 
ready to jump paws first into 
the hearts and home of a new 
family. Colleen really loves 
people and can hardly wait to go 
home and share all her happy 
energy and unconditional love. 
Her sweet, goofy personality 
and puppy antics will turn any 
frown upside down. She still 
does have some puppy traits to 
work on and sometimes against 
her better judgment her high 
energy, excitable nature takes 
over. Some basic training, 
daily work and patience will be 
required once in a home to help 
her become her best self. She 
would love to have some kids 
to play with although ideally not 
small children that she could 
knock over with her enthusiastic 
playing. She’s a nice medium 
size with a short tan and white 
coat and little black eye patches 
that give her a silly raccoon 
look. Start your holiday season 
off right by calling today to 
meet Colleen. She’s spayed, 
vaccinated to date and micro-
chipped.   Call Friends of 
Michigan Animals Rescue 
at 734-461-9458 or visit our 
website    fmar1.org   for  
more information.

“COLLEEN”

ORPHAN
OF THE

WEEK

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Ricardo, Inc, at 4000 Ricardo Drive, in 
Van Buren Township will be testing Toyota 
Fuel Cell Vehicles at its facility from Dec. 
15 through Feb. 15.
   At the Dec. 14 meeting of the VBT 
Planning Commission, temporary land use 
approval was given by the commission 
for Ricardo to operate a mobile refueling 
station for 60 days.
   The applicant decided to move the 
mobile hydrogen refueling station trailer 
from the access drive, where it was first 
proposed to be placed, to the parking lot 
that is surrounded by an eight-foot security 
fence for security. It takes up three parking 
spots.
   The operation of the fuel cell vehicles 
may be tested through driving, according 
to Steven Vrabel, project engineer. He 
said fuel will not be sent to the building 
and instead sent directly to the vehicle 

Ricardo to operate mobile refueling station to test Toyota vehicles
that is refueling. He said these vehicles 
are designed for the use and storage of the 
fuel.
   In other business at the Dec. 14 meeting, 
the commission:
   • Approved the preliminary site plan for 
a multi-tenant retail building with drive-
through for a tenant, as requested by Jason 
Kishmish for 10573 Belleville Road, 
(immediately north of Belle Tire), with 
eight stipulations. Kishmish said he would, 
if necessary, build a concrete fence along 
the north side of his property, as requested 
by Marcella Henderson who lives next 
door. She voiced concerns on how the 
proposed vinyl fence is easily damaged 
and how trash blows in her yard from Tim 
Horton’s, Hungry Howie’s, and Firestone. 
“I want to be sure my yard is protected,” 
Henderson said. Kishmish has no tenants 
to announce, as yet;
   • Approved the preliminary site plan for 
a new 7,200-square-foot warehouse to be 

built at 5809 Sheldon Road, a vacant 1.73-
acre parcel between Van Born and Yost, on 
the Canton Township border. The applicant 
is Schonsheck, Inc. The warehouse is for 
Paul Denski, Sr., of Van Buren Township, 
who will be repairing personally owned 
historic military vehicles. They were 
unable to get the site to percolate, so they 
will be using Canton’s sanitary sewer and 
water. VBT utilities do not yet service that 
area. The project will be using a 1.5-foot 
deep bioswale for drainage;
   • Approved a tree permit for associated 
site improvements and construction of a 
hotel northeast of the corner of Quirk Road 
and North I-94 Service Drive. Applicant is 
Belleville Development, Inc.; and
   • Heard Patrick Sloan of McKenna 
Associates give a review of proposed 
updates to the zoning ordinance in 
Article 9 (Parking, Loading, and Access 
Management) and Article 11 (Signs).
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Court watching
(continued from page 3)

KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

OPEN: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3

Breakfast Special
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

With Beverage Purchase. Dine In Only.

2 Eggs, Sausage or Bacon,
Hashbrowns & Toast....................$1.99

(No Substitutions)

734-699-9070
19350 Sumpter Road • Next to Ace Hardware

Serving
8am

OPEN
TUES., WED., THURS.
8 a.m. – 10 p.m.
FRIDAY & SATURDAY

8 a.m. – Midnite
SUNDAY

8 a.m. – 9 p.m.

FALL DINE-IN SPECIALS
Beverage Purchase Required for Each Meal. No Coupon Necessary. 4pm to 9pm.

ANY TWO FOR $16.00
11am to Close - Beverage Purchase Required for Each Meal - Dine In Only

Above Includes Salad, Potato or Rice

SUNDAY

Pizza
1/2 Price

TUESDAY

$1199

Slab of Ribs
Choice of Potato & Salad

THURSDAY
Tacos

$150

WEDNESDAY
4 pc. Broasted 

Chicken
$649

FRIDAY
All You
Can Eat
Fish & Chips
$799

SATURDAY
1 lb. Crab

  Legs

$999

FREE WI-FI

$699

Everyday Special
Large Pizza

with 2 Items
Only

• Pool Room
• Pizza
• Salad
• Pasta
• Burgers
• Subs
• Broasted Chicken

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole

152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111 www.amyeversolelaw.com

Call 734-718-8574

 Estate Planning   Probate   Criminal Law
 Family Law   Property Law

YOUR SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY!

BAI

Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm • Saturday  9am - 1pm

DISC BRAKE SPECIAL
PREMIUM PADS & ROTORS, INCLUDES 
LABOR, STARTING AT $225 OR LESS!

Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-30-16

W. Columbia Ave. E. Columbia Ave.

Main St. E. Huron River D
r.

Sum
pter R

d.
(South St.)

W. COLUMBIA AVE.
E. COLUMBIA AVE.

M
AIN ST. E. H

URON RIVER DR.

S
U

M
PTER R

D.
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T.)

W. Columbia Ave.
E. Columbia Ave.

Main St. E. Huron River D
r.

Sum
pter R

d.
(South St.)

´

£
N
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BAI
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-30-16

$3999
BAI

HEATER 
CORE FLUSH Plus

Coolant

10% OFF
LABOR OVER $100

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 12-30-16

WINDOWS TINTED
WEDNESDAYS

CALL FOR APPOINTMENT
(734) 363-1608

to Judge Oakley. He agreed the Prosecution 
should put forth its facts and it should go 
to circuit court before “we make a decision 
that’s not right.”
   “Let the Prosecution prove there’s a 
violation and send it to the court,” Day 
said.
   Judge Oakley said this should be prior to 
the trial.
   “It’s the same statute,” said Dorsey. 
“Nothing is changed. We can get the 
interpretation consistent with what the law 
was intended to be.”
   “I don’t mind,” Judge Oakley said. “It’s 
a brand-new law and it’s worth a couple 

hours of briefs. If you read it, I think you 
will agree there are problems.”
   “Unfortunately for Mr. Chapman, he’s 
a defendant in two cases with the same 
charge,” Day said. “I have tried to get these 
charges combined.”
   Judge Oakley said one DNA charge is 
tagged on a felony charge that now is at 
circuit court.
   “Why can’t this be combined with the 
circuit court charge?” Judge Oakley asked.
   “You have to have the defendant agree 
and the court,” Dorsey said. He was told the 
defendant did agree, but it was getting the 
court to agree that was the problem.
   “I’m chief of the trial division,” Dorsey 
said. “I will direct my Prosecutors to 
combine them, if the court permits it.”
   “I’ve been trying to get this combined,” 

Day repeated.
   Judge Oakley called a break in the 
proceedings while Dorsey and Day talked 
about the situation.
   When court was back in session, Dorsey 
asked Judge Oakley to adjourn the bench 
trial for 45 days so they can have a ruling 
on the issue. It will be resolved in Circuit 
Judge Margaret Van Houten’s courtroom 
or, if nothing happens there, back at district 
court.
   An in-house review was set for 10:30 a.m., 
Feb. 15, in Judge Oakley’s courtroom.
   Chapman’s trial on a felony charge of 
assaulting/resisting/obstructing a police 
officer and refusing to provide a DNA 
sample is scheduled as a jury trial on Jan. 
23 in Judge Van Houten’s courtroom. It 
was agreed that jury trial may be postponed 
until this DNA issue is settled.
   Chapman’s first jury trial on the felony 
charge was held in October and then 
declared a mistrial after the jury room was 
entered by a police officer during a health 
emergency.
   Present in Judge Oakley’s courtroom 
on Dec. 14 were VBT Police Lt. Charles 
Bazzy, Detective Donovan McCarthy, and 
Officer Patrick Wehrman.
   At the end of the session there was a 
disruption when Chapman turned to the 
Independent reporter in the courtroom and 
made a cutting motion across his throat 
while glaring at her. Later he approached 
her and ordered her not to spend too much 
ink on the report of the session.
   The VBT police officers witnessed the 
perceived threat and reported it to defense 
attorney Day. The three also walked the 
reporter to her car in the parking lot.

Thomas Charles Cahill
   Thomas Charles Cahill, 22, had his 
probable cause conference before Judge 
Oakley by video from the Wayne County 
Jail where he is lodged without bond. He 
is accused of assault with intent to commit 
murder, torture, second-degree arson, 
larceny in a building and stealing a credit 
card on Dec. 2 in Sumpter Township where 

he is accused of attacking his grandfather 
with a hammer. His preliminary exam is set 
for Jan. 11 with his codefendant.

Chanice Khadish Letang
   Cahill’s co-defendant, Chanice Khadish 
Letang, 20, had her probable cause 
conference by video on a charge of 
accessory after the fact to a felony. She 
was being held in the Wayne County Jail 
on $10,000 cash bond. Her court-appointed 
attorney said Sumpter Police are not finished 
with the investigation and Prosecutor 
Latoya Willis supported adjourning the 
preliminary exam until Jan. 11. Letang’s 
court-appointed attorney said her client is 
a Dominican whose mother died when she 
was five years old and her aunt, who lives 
in Belleville, adopted her. “It’s not fair to 
have my client sitting in there for Christmas 
while police finish their investigation,” she 
said. Willis said Letang is here on a green 
card and hadn’t been staying at home. She 
was arrested at a local motel. Her bond was 
reduced to $10,000/10% with a GPS tether. 
Her preliminary exam was set for Jan. 11 
with Cahill’s exam.

Jovon Jacob Craig
   Jovon Jacob Craig, 19, was due for his 
probable cause conference on two charges 
of larceny in a building (cell phones on 
display) on Nov. 28 in VBT. He posted 
bond of $5,000/10% and did not show up at 
court. Judge Oakley signed a bench warrant 
for him. Court records later showed at the 
time Craig was jailed on a larceny in a 
building charge out of Livonia, where he 
also was facing another similar charge.

Jalil Rashon-Josiah Smith
  Craig’s co-defendant Jalil Rashon-Josiah 
Smith, 20, was present for his probable 
cause conference and will hold his 
preliminary exam Dec. 28 on two charges 
of larceny in a building (also involving cell 
phones on display) in VBT on Nov. 28. He 
is out after posting bond of $5,000/10%. 
He also has two other larceny in a building 
charges out of Livonia.

Michael Ray Malone
   Michael Ray Malone, 36, waived his 
preliminary exam and was bound over 
to circuit court for an arraignment on the 
information on Jan. 11. He is charged with 
possession of analogues, possession of a 
controlled substance, and driving while 
license suspended on Jan. 6, 2015 in VBT.

Greg Alan Nalepka
   Greg Alan Nalepka, 33, waived his 
preliminary exam on charges of operating 
while intoxicated and no license/multiple 
licenses on Nov. 30 in Sumpter Township. 
He was bound over to circuit court on Jan. 
11 for an arraignment on the information.
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More Letters INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

“A body of men holding themselves 
accountable to nobody ought not to be 

trusted by anybody.”
— Thomas Paine

PLUMBING • SEWER
DRAINS • HANDYMAN
Gutters Cleaned & 

Power Washing Too!
CALL US!

Local To The
Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276. 

Ask For Bill.

“Men stumble over the truth from time 
to time, but most pick themselves up 

and hurry off as if nothing happened.” 
– Winston Churchill

SERVICES

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators • Washers 
Dryers • Ranges
$20 House Call

Phone (734) 782-3354

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

FOR SALE MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

Celebrate the Holidays
in a 

NEW HOME!
First month rent and

security deposit waived.
Up to a $1,000 value!

Call one of our sales associates today or 
visit our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com
Belleville Manor
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile north of I-94
Van Buren Estates

734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 at the Rawsonville exit

Mohawk
734-513-4108

Joy Road between 
Middlebelt and Inkster

*WAC. Certain restrictions apply. Offer ends 12-31-16.

WANTED

FOR RENT

USED LIGHT FIXTURES, 400 watts, 
120v, $75/ea. Used fire bricks, $.50/ea.  
(734) 461-0189                                    12/22

------------
TOTAL GYM. Still in box. Paid $2,100, 
asking $1,600. (734) 716-1836             12/29

------------
BRAND NEW DE-ICER, 25’ & 50’ 
cord included. Kasco 1/2hp, 5.0 amp, 
50’diameter. Original price $519, selling 
for $250.  (734) 323-6562              12/29

------------
CAR & FURNITURE. 2002 Taurus, low 
miles & runs good. $2,900. Bedroom 
set, china cabinet and many misc. items.
(734) 730-7008                                   12/29

------------
TWO SNOW BOARDS. In good shape.  
$75/ea.  (734) 320-1493                      01/05

------------
HANDMADE toaster covers. $5/ea. 
Call Teresa (734) 308-2488          01/05

------------
OSCAR SCHMIDT acoustic electric
guitar with case. $150 firm.
(734) 699-8480                                   01/05

------------
CUB CADET SNOW BLOWER, 
528SWE. 6 speed, 2 reverse, 4 cycle 
Tecumseh engine, 5 hours use. $500.  
(734) 320-3474                             01/05

------------
2 BURIAL SPACES at Washtenong
Memorial Park in the Garden of Apostles. 
Listed price is $2,395 ea. Asking $3,500 
for both.  (734) 787-6020                   01/05

------------

VEHICLE FOR SALE

WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.
(734) 697-5600                                               TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600                                 TFN

------------
H & W TOWING. Top $ cash paid 
for junk vehicles. Free towing.
(734) 223-5581                                                        12/29

------------
YOUNG FEMALE roommate willing to 
pay half of the rent & willing to work. No 
pets.  (734) 328-4639                                    01/05

------------

BRACELET in Bowman Christmas Tree 
lot on 12/4. Call Liz (734) 476-8997      12/29

------------

1993 CHEVY LUMINA. Runs good.  
Good transmission & engine. $500.
(734) 697-8422                    12/29

------------
2006 TOYOTA HIGHLANDER Sports 
SUV, salt green, V-6, leather, super nice, 
116,000 miles. 4-wheel-drive, one-owner, 
clean title. $6,500.  (734) 699-6905       01/05

------------
1993 CADILLAC SEDAN DEVILLE.
High miles, clean. $1,700 OBO. 
(734) 646-4666                      01/05

------------

------------
DOUBLE-WIDE, 1,140sq.ft., 3 bedrooms, 
1 ½ baths, bonus room. Belle Villa on the 
lake. 55 or older. Many upgrades. $6,100 
OBO.  (734) 391-7213                        12/22

------------
1,000sq.ft. SINGLE & ½ WIDE in Belle 
Villa. Two bedrooms, 1 bath, open layout.
Completely refinished inside. $10,500 
OBO.  (734) 740-2204                   12/29

------------

FOUND

FREE
CANES, WALKERS (medical equipment)
Self-help books for seniors.
(734) 757-8124                    12/22

------------
7 MONTH OLD KITTENS. Gray
tabbies, 2 male & 1 female. Fixed w/
shots & litter trained. Free to good home.
(734) 612-1024                                      01/05

------------

HOME TO SHARE. All utilities, cable & 
internet included. Fully furnished. Full use 
of home. $450/mo. (734) 649-1710 12/15

------------
HOME TO SHARE. Huge room on 
5 acres. Augusta Twp. All utilities
& internet included. $450/mo.
(734) 658-8823                            01/05

------------
SPACIOUS, CLEAN 1 bedroom
apartment in the city. $675/mo.
includes all utilities. $500/security.
(734) 697-9612                                                       12/29

------------

------------ 
LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs
too LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL.
Residential snow blowing.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224                TFN

------------
NEED A RIDE?  Let Annie take you:  
Drs. Appointments, casino, etc. Serving
the Belleville area, Ypsilanti, Romulus
& Ann Arbor.  Flat Rate.  Call 24 
hours in advance. Call for details
(313) 204-2591                                                       12/15

------------

Democrats thank 
everyone for help with 
annual holiday dinner
To the Editor:
   The Southwestern Wayne [County] 
Democratic Club, which proudly represents 
the democrats of the City of Belleville and 
Townships of Huron, Sumpter and Van 
Buren, kicked off the holiday season with 
its Annual Holiday Dinner on Friday, Dec. 
2.
   The event was well attended, with lots 
of fun, fellowship, and laughs shared by 
all. Michigan State Senator Hoon-Yung 
Hopgood and his daughter, MI State 
Representative–elect Darrin Camilleri, 
and Wayne County Commissioner Al 
Haidous enjoyed the dinner and joined in 
the festivities.
   We acknowledge and offer our deepest 
thanks to the following businesses and 
public servants for contributing baskets or 
items for our Auction and Raffle and urge 
you to support them:
   Businesses & Organizations:  Atchinson 
Ford, Crafted Modern Handmade Gifts, 
Dos Pesos Mexican Restaurant, Eagle 
Crest Golf Course, Egan’s Pub, Garden 
Fantasy Greenhouse, Garden Fantasy 
on Main, JT’s Pub & Grub, Leo’s Coney 
Island, Pryde Athletics, Romulus Athletic 
Center, Romulus Flowers, Team Designs 
Hair Salon, Tim Hortons, Woodlands of 
Van Buren Golf Course, Woodstone Grill, 
UAW Local 898, and UAW Region 1A.
   Elected Officials: Michigan State 
Representative-elect Darrin Camilleri, 
Michigan State Representative Erika 
Geiss, Wayne County Commissioner Al 
Haidous, Van Buren Township Trustee-
elect Kevin (& Lisa) Martin, Michigan 
State Representative Kristy Pagan, and Van 
Buren Township Clerk Leon (& Janice) 
Wright. 
   SWDC Members:  Debbie Chamberlain, 
Sharon Claxton, Congressman Dave & 
Sharon Curson, Terree Darling, David 
Haener, and Candace Myshock.
   We invite you to mark your calendars 
and join us for our first meeting of the New 
Year, Thursday, Jan. 26, at 7 p.m., at the 
Wayne County Fair Grounds (Dining Hall), 
10871 Quirk Road, Belleville, MI.
   Wishing you all a very blessed and Merry 
Christmas, happy holidays, peace, and a 
safe, happy, healthy New Year!
The Southwestern Wayne [County] 
Democratic Club Executive Board
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HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS
Full or part time drivers needed to 

drive automobiles locally. Applicants 
must have a valid clean drivers license 

and be drug free. Only responsible 
drivers need apply. Applicants must be 
neat and clean in appearance and be 

at least 23 years of age. Flexible Hours 
are Possible. Weekend Work Available.
17903 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Ml 48164

(BETWEEN PENNSYLVANIA AND SIBLEY ROADS)
Building located in rear.

Quest, Inc. is HIRING
We’re looking for fun, energetic & caring Direct Care 

Workers to assist persons with special needs we serve in 
their own homes.

Applicants must be:
• Responsible & committed and work well with others.
• Have a clean criminal record.
• Be available for training. MORC/WCHO/CLS Training
   is preferred.

Send Letter/Resume to:
recruiter@questserv.org
or Call (734) 458-8140

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT
CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADSDAYCARE TEACHERS NEEDED
Open Arms Daycare. Qualified Lead 

Teacher – Full-Time for Christian 
Daycare. Teachers Aid – Part-Time.

Contact Michelle 734-699-5000
mmahaffey@openarmscenter.com

LOWEST PRICES ON
TOP QUALITY REBUILT

REFRIGERATORS, STOVES,
WASHERS & DRYERS!

“Warranties On All Appliances”

HOME APPLIANCE OUTLET
10% OFF ANY APPLIANCE w/AD!

734-699-5330
851 Sumpter Rd. - Belleville

1 Mile South of I-94 - Belleville Rd. Exit 190
(Located in Belle Plaza)

AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm. For appointment call 
(734) 697-1800                             TFN

------------

AUTO TECH.  Full-time.  Must have tools 
& knowledge. (734) 697-5811             12/15

------------
PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST/Assistant
and a hair stylist at Shear Envy, 
990 Sumpter, (734) 697-9778    12/29

------------
PART-TIME RECEPTIONIST, 
Real Estate knowledge helpful. Call  
(734) 697-1800                           12/22

------------
CAPTAIN NEMO Belleville is hiring.
Must be over 18. No calls. Apply at 
144 3rd Street.                            01/12

------------

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   A company is interested in potentially 
leasing property in Sumpter Township to 
put up a solar panels and sell electricity to 
one of the utility companies.
   This is what Laura Kreps, planning 
consultant from Carlisle Wortman, said 
at the Dec. 13 meeting of the Sumpter 
Township Board of Trustees.
   She was brought in to give information 
on solar farms. Kreps said she is working 
on a plan to put solar panels on 600 acres 
of land in Augusta Township, next door to 
Sumpter.
   “You need to decide if this is the kind of 
use you would want in the township,” Kreps 
said. “It’s not in your ordinance.”

Sumpter Township to consider ordinance for possible solar farm
   She said they could decide whether solar 
farms would be a regular use or especially 
permitted use.
   She said it is a low-intensity use and 
the panels anchor into the ground. Also, 
the farms like to be near substations. It 
provides a greater tax base on Agricultural 
properties.
   This company is looking at 20 to 40 acres 
in Sumpter for a smaller-type development.
   Trustee Don Swinson said they can 
have the planning commission look at the 
ordinance and present it back to the board 
with a recommendation.
   Kreps said Augusta Township had a public 
hearing and it is allowed in Industrial zoning 
as a special land use with site plan approval. 
She said in Augusta the applicant worked to 

help the township set up the ordinance.
   Kreps said when an applicant comes in, 
they could work with the township to amend 
the ordinance.
   She said Carlisle Wortman, which currently 
services Sumpter, has some experience with 
solar farms.
   “We have to know more about the impact 
on the township,” said Supervisor John 
Morgan.
   “There is no research on hazards or the 
negatives,” Kreps said, adding it’s not 
permanently affixed to the ground, there are 
no employees and no smoke or noise.
   “It’s less intrusive than a combine and 
plow,” she said.
   “Is this just for township properties?” 
asked Trustee Peggy Morgan.
   “It’s for any properties,” Kreps said. 
“The township would have to decide on 
locations.”
   “Do you know if these companies get 
subsidies?” asked attorney Rob Young.
   Kreps said the one in Augusta is having 
a subsidy.
   When asked where the solar farm is to 
be in Augusta, Kreps said it was north of 
Arkona between Hitchingham and Willow 
along the railroad tracks.
   When asked if the property in Sumpter 
is owned by Nelson Po on Willis Road, 
Berman said she didn’t know.
   The Independent stated Po had an offer to 
lease his property as a solar farm.   
   In other business at the Dec. 13 meeting, 
the board:
   • Approved moving Jennifer Price and 
Yavetta Mills from alternate Parks and 
Recreation Commission members to full-

time members and moving Richard and 
Sharon Pokerwinski and Jim Chudzinski 
from full-time to alternate members. It was 
explained the Pokerwinskis are retired and 
wish to travel and Chudzinski is very busy 
with the three businesses he is running;
   • Tabled to the next meeting, or the second 
meeting in January, the request from Moose 
Lodge #934 to extend its land contract 
payments for another five years, through 
2023, so it can make improvements to the 
Moose building, including a 40x40’ brick 
paver patio in back, $4,000-$5,000 in new 
kitchen equipment, and a video surveillance 
system. “It had a break in one and a half 
years ago and, although police got the 
person, it would have helped to have video 
surveillance of the parking lot. Township 
attorney Rob Young said on Nov. 18, 2013 
the Moose agreed to paying $175,000 for 
the building, with $50,000 down and $500 
a month plus 3% interest. By contract they 
would be obligated to pay a balloon payment 
of $115,000 in November 2018;
   • Approved the recommendation from 
the planning commission for modifications 
to the Accessory Building ordinance for 
portable storage containers. Trustee Matt 
Oddy said a complaint came in about a 
storage container being used as a shed. He 
said shipping containers of 200 square feet 
are about 20’ long and 8.5’ wide and can be 
placed in the rear of the property. He said 
containers now have windows and roll-up 
doors, similar to a shed. Oddy said portable 
containers are allowed in the front for 30 
days with reasonable restrictions;
   • Approved purchase of a copier for the 
police department to replace the 12-year-old 
copier in service, at a cost of $2,897. “Our 
copier is not dead, but heading towards 
the light,” said Police Chief Eric Luke. 
He recommended buying a certified pre-
owned copier, a Sharp from Image Business 
Solutions. He said it is half the price of a 
new model. A refurbished copier is $5,000, 
he said; and
   • Approved sending Police Sgt. James 
Cayce to the 2017 Eastern Michigan 
University School of Police Staff and 
Command from February through October. 
Cost is $3,000 and forfeiture money will 
be used. He said Sgt. Cayce will attend one 
week a month for nine months. He will be 
working a 40-hour week during training and 
will return to the regular schedule when he 
is done with the school. Chief Luke said the 
school, “makes a better person and better 
officer.” 
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN

BOARD MEETING MINUTES 
DECEMBER 6, 2016

Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to 
order at 7:02 p.m. in the Board Room.  Present: 
Supervisor McNamara, Treasurer Budd, 
Clerk Wright, Trustee Frazier, Trustee Martin, 
Trustee Miller and Trustee White. Others in 
attendance: Secretary Montgomery, Executive 
Assistant Selman, Executive Assistant Clair, 
DDA Director Ireland, Public Services Director 
Taylor, Assessing Coordinator Stevenson, 
Planning and Economic Development Director 
Akers, Planning and Economic Development 
Deputy Director Best, Public Safety Director 
Laurain, Public Safety Deputy Director (Fire) 
Besson, Public Safety Deputy Director (Police) 
Wright and an audience of seven (7). 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Budd moved, 
Frazier seconded to approve the agenda as 
presented. Motion Carried. 
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: 
Frazier moved, Miller seconded to approve the 
Consent Agenda. [Work Study Session minutes 
of November 14, 2016, Board Meeting minutes 
of November 15, 2016, Special Work Study 
Session minutes of November 28, 2016, Special 
Board Meeting minutes of November 29, 2016, 
Prepaid List of November 18, 2016, Prepaid 
List of December 1, 2016 and the Voucher List 
of December 6, 2016]. Motion Carried.
PUBLIC HEARING: None.
CORRESPONDENCE:  None.
PUBLIC COMMENT: None.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.
NEW BUSINESS:  Wright moved, Budd 
seconded to approve the Special Land Use 
request for the property located at 10573 
Belleville Road so the applicant may construct 
and operate a drive-thru restaurant on the 
property. The subject 0.86-acre parcel zoned 
C-1 General Business is located on the east side 
of Belleville Road north of the existing Belle 
Tire. Board member expressed the desire for the 
applicant to provide a masonry wall adjacent 
to the north side of the property line. Motion 
Carried.
Budd moved, Martin seconded to approve 
Resolution 2016-14 the 2016 amended General 
Fund Budget to include the following directives: 
A) Revenue in excess of those noted shall be 
dedicated to fund balance, B) Fiscal year line 
items, which are not expensed, shall revert to 
net income, C) approval of appendices noted 
(Salaried Employee Wage Schedule) as part of 
the General Fund Budget, D) Revenue as “Tax 
Administrative fee” is to continue as is past 
practice. The allocated millage for township 
operations is 4.9144, which represents .9144 for 
Township Operations and 4.0 mills for Public 
Safety, E) adoption by departmental total and F) 
approval of the December 6, 2016 Final General 
Fund Amended Budget supersedes any prior 
resolution. Roll Call Vote. Yeas: McNamara, 
Budd, Wright, Martin and White. Nays: Miller 
and Frazier. Motion Carried. Supervisor 
McNamara read a statement outlining the budget 
process, thanked Board members for their input 
and requested approval to “maintain stability in 
our Public Safety and other departments going 
forward”. Board members opposing the 2016 

amended budget expressed concern regarding 
overspending and wages.
Budd moved, Wright seconded to approve 
Resolution 2016-14 the 2017 proposed 
General Fund Budget and Resolution 2016-
13 the Salaried Employees Wage Schedule 
eliminating the part time Executive Assistant 
and to include the following directives: A) 
Revenue in excess of those noted shall be 
dedicated to fund balance, B) Fiscal year line 
items, which are not expensed, shall revert to 
net income, C) approval of appendices noted 
(Salaried Employee Wage Schedule) as part of 
the General Fund Budget, D) Revenue as “Tax 
Administrative fee” is to continue as is past 
practice. The allocated millage for township 
operations is 4.9144, which represents .9144 for 
Township Operations and 4.0 mills for Public 
Safety, E) adoption by departmental total and F) 
approval of the December 6, 2016 Final General 
Fund Amended Budget supersedes any prior 
resolution. Roll Call Vote. Yeas: McNamara, 
Budd, Wright and Martin, Nays: Frazier, Miller 
and White. Motion Carried. Board members 
opposing the 2017 proposed General Fund 
Budget expressed concern regarding deficit 
spending, wages, utilizing landfill funds and 
savings to balance the budget.
Wright moved, Frazier seconded to approve 
Resolution 2016-19 the 2016 amended and 
2017 Proposed Special Revenue Budgets 
[Community Development Block Grants, 
Downtown Development Authority, LDFA 
Fund, Landfill Fund, Belleville Area Museum, 
9-1-1 Service Fund, Federal Forfeiture Fund 
and State Forfeiture Fund] Motion Carried. 
Wright moved, White seconded to approve 
Resolution 2016-16 the 2017 Water and Sewer 
Rates and Fee Schedule. Motion Carried. The 3% 
increase is based on the increased cost of water 
purchased from Great Lakes Water Authority 
(GLWA) and equates to approximately $4.87 
per quarter per household.
Frazier moved, White seconded to approve the 
2016 amended and 2017 proposed Water & 
Sewer Budget. Motion Carried. 
Budd moved, Miller seconded to approve the 
revisions to the Local Development Finance 
Authority (LDFA) bylaws. Motion Carried. 
Revisions include added language regarding 
membership consistent with the LDFA Public 
Act, when officers formally take office, removed 
provisions from Public Comment rules and 
added Teleconferencing rules. 
REPORTS: None.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Treasurer Budd 
announced the winter tax bills have been sent 
out. During the Township Administrative office 
shutdown beginning December 23rd through the 
end of the year payments may be made via the 
drop box located in front of the main entrance 
and thru the drop box located in the Public 
Safety Department. All payments received by 
December 31st will be receipted in 2016.
NON-AGENDA: None.
ADJOURNMENT: Budd moved, Miller 
seconded to adjourn at 8:09 p.m. Motion 
Carried.
Leon Wright, Township Clerk
Kevin McNamara, Supervisor
Publish: December 22, 2016

Sumpter Township  Public Notice
Sumpter Township

Regular Board Meeting Minutes
November 22, 2016

Meeting called to order at 6:30 p.m., showing present: 
Supervisor J. Morgan, Clerk C. Hoffman, Treasurer 
Bates, Trustees:  Oddy, LaPorte, Swinson, P. Morgan. 
Also showing present:  Attorney Young, Deputy Clerk 
J. Hoffman and approximately 25 residents.
3. Agenda:  Motion by C. Hoffman, supported by 
Swinson to approve the Agenda. Motion carried 
unanimously.
4. Public Comments on Agenda Items Only:
5. Minutes:
A. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by LaPorte 
to approve the Special Board Meeting Minutes of 
October 25, 2016.  Motion carried unanimously.
B. Motion by C. Hoffman, supported by Oddy to 
approve the Regular Board Meeting Minutes of 
October 25, 2016.  Motion carried unanimously.
6. Warrants: Motion by P. Morgan, supported by 
Swinson to approve the Warrants totaling $285,672.62. 
Roll call vote: Yes: J. Morgan, C. Hoffman, Bates, 
P. Morgan, Swinson, Oddy, LaPorte.  Nay: None. 
Motion carried unanimously.
7. Water & Sewer Report: Motion by P. Morgan, 
supported by Swinson to approve Water & Sewer 
Report. Motion carried unanimously.
8. Police Report-Luke: Motion by Swinson, 
supported by P. Morgan to approve Police Report.  
Motion carried unanimously.
9. Building/Ordinance Report-LaPorte: Motion by 
C. Hoffman, supported by Swinson to approve Build/
Ordinance Report. Motion carried unanimously.
10. Fire Report-Januszyk: Motion by P. Morgan, 
supported by Oddy to approve Fire Report. Motion 
carried unanimously.
11. Parks & Recreation/Chamber Report-
Swinson: 
   A. Public Hearing on the Master Plan on November 
17, 2016 went well.
   B. December 7, 2016 Parks and Recreation will be 
stuffing stockings for December 14, 2016 Supervisor’s 
Children’s Christmas party.
   C. Chamber discussion on Aldi, Menards, Planet 
Fitness, 200 stockings for Children’s Christmas 
Party. 
Motion by P. Morgan, supported by LaPorte to 
approve the Parks & Recreation/Chamber Report.  
Motion carried unanimously.
12. Planning/Zoning Report-Oddy: 
   A. Working on Master Plan, Marijuana Ordinance, 
Friends of Michigan Animal Rescue. Motion 
by LaPorte, supported by P. Morgan to approve 
the Planning/Zoning Report. Motion carried 
unanimously.
13. Treasurer’s Report-Bates: Motion by C. 
Hoffman, supported by P. Morgan to approve the 
Treasurer’s Report. Motion carried unanimously.
14. Supervisor’s Report-J. Morgan: 
   A. Rotary Club of Belleville currently taking orders 
for Christmas Wreaths, Garland and Centerpiece 
orders due November 29, 2016
   B. Belleville Christmas Light Parade December 3, 
2016
   C. Children’s Christmas Party December 14, 2016
   D. Seniors’ Christmas Party is December 13, 2016 
at Noon
   E. Wishing everyone a Happy Thanksgiving
 Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Swinson to 
approve the Supervisor’s Report. Motion carried 
unanimously.
15. Attorney’s Report-Young: 
   A. Congratulations to Board on last election
   B. Continue to monitor Medical Marijuana Act
 Motion by Oddy, supported by Bates to approve the 
Attorney’s Report. Motion carried unanimously.
16.  Board Response:
   A. Board Members thank you to residents for 
electing them back into Office.
17.  New Business:
   A. Motion by Bates, supported by C. Hoffman to 
approve the Blue Care Network Renewal for 2017.  
Motion carried unanimously.

Presentation by John Schmitz (Director of Municipal 
Benefit Sales) of Burnham & Flower
   B. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by LaPorte to 
approve Chief Joseph Januszyk’s return from leave 
of absence, restricted to administrative duties until 
further notice. Motion carried unanimously.
   C. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Bates to 
approve removing Rick Brown as Interim Fire Chief 
and resume position of Deputy Chief. Motion carried 
unanimously.
   D. Motion by Bates, supported by Swinson to 
approve Jamie Goode to be placed on the Washtenaw 
County Hazardous Materials Response Team. Motion 
carried unanimously.
   E. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Oddy to 
approve the Resignation of Donald LaPorte Jr. from 
the Fire Department with regret. Motion carried 
unanimously.
   F. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Bates to 
approve Sumpter Township’s Workshop and Regular 
Board Meeting Schedule for 2017. Motion carried 
unanimously.
   G. Motion by C. Hoffman, supported by Swinson to 
approve Sumpter Township’s Planning Commission 
Schedule for 2017. Motion carried unanimously.
   H. Motion by Bates, supported by P. Morgan to 
approve advertising for bids for labor to remove 
existing bleachers and install new aluminium bleachers 
in fairground area. Motion carried unanimously.
   I. Motion by C. Hoffman, supported by Swinson 
to approve to reappoint Matt Oddy (Liasion) and 
Joy Cichewicz to the Planning Commission.  Terms 
to expire November 20, 2019. Motion carried 
unanimously.
   J. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by LaPorte 
to approve to reappoint Matt Oddy (Liasion) and 
Jennifer Massel to the Zoning Board of Appeals.  
Terms to expire November 20, 2019.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
18.  Announcements:
19.  Open Floor:
   A. Mary Ban
   • Congratulations to Sumpter Township’s elected
Board Members
   • Library Millage
   • Van Buren Millage
   • RESA Millage
   • Thanks to Police and Fire Departments
   • Happy Thanksgiving
   B. Ronald Barrington Robinson
   • Prepared for handling of Lawsuit
   C.  Jay Bardell
   • ADA
   • Township’s fire hydrants flushed and drained?
   D. Tim Rush
   • Congratulations to Township Board on re-
elections
   • Happy Thanksgiving
20. Adjournment:  Motion by P. Morgan, supported 
by Bates to adjourn at 7:08 pm. Motion carried 
unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk
Sumpter Township
Certification
I, Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk of Sumpter Township, 
do hereby certify that the following is a true copy of 
minutes taken at a Regular Board Meeting of the 
Sumpter Township Board of Trustees on November 
22, 2016 at 6:30 pm at the Sumpter Township Hall, 
23480 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111, County 
of Wayne, and the said meeting was conducted and 
public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to 
and in full compliance with the Open Meeting Act, 
being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and 
that the minutes were kept and will be available as 
required by said act.
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk
Published: December 22, 2016
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Things to do in the
Belleville area...To build a better world, start in your own community!

CHRISTMAS GIFT SUBSCRIPTION FOR
NAME

ADDRESS

YOUR NAME
& PHONE#
Send your check or money order for $30.00 ($35.00 outside of Michigan) to:

Belleville-Area Independent, 152 Main St., Suite 9, Belleville, MI 48111
Or, give us a call at (734) 699-9020 (Credit or Debit cards only)

Give the gift that will keep on giving for a whole year!

A SUBSCRIPTION TO THE
BELLEVILLE-AREA INDEPENDENT

It's so easy, just fill out the coupon below and mail mail it to us. We'll do 
the rest!  No crowds, no driving in bad weather, no hassles!

And the best part is, it's only $30.00 for a full year ($35 outside of Michigan).
The recipient will receive a Christmas card letting

them know you sent them their subscription.

LAST MINUTE STOCKING STUFFER!

with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

In the 34th District Court
State of Michigan
Case No.: 16-4876-SP

TO: Andrew Michael Meyer

You are being sued in the 34th District Court for 
the State of Michigan (Case No.: 16-4876-SP) 
by the Plaintiff, Michael J. Meyers for land con-
tract forfeiture. The Complaint for Possession 
states that the Plaintiff has a right to recover pos-
session of the property at issue and to recover 
money damages due to nonpayment of money 
and for material breach of the contract. Plaintiff 
is represented by Bryan M. Suliman, PLLC in 
this matter Plaintiff’s attorney can be reached at 
(734) 699-7360.

The subject real property is situated in Sumpter 
Township, State of Michigan. The four (4) par-
cels at issue have the following tax IDs: 81 11699 
0001 705; 81 11699 0001 706; 81 11699 0001 
707, and; 81 11699 0001 708.

You must file your answer or take other action 
permitted by law at the 34th District Court on or 
before December 22, 2016. If you fail to do so, 
a default judgment may be entered against you 
for the relief demanded in the Complaint filed 
in this case. A copy of the Complaint is posted 
at 34th District Court and at the real property. A 
copy of the order is also being sent to you at your 
last known address by registered mail, return re-
ceipt requested. 34th District Court is located at 
11131 Wayne Road, Romulus, MI 48174 and the 
Court’s telephone number is (734) 941-4462.

Publish: December 8, 2016; December 15, 2016; 
December 22, 2016

Public Notice

City of Belleville Public Notice
City of Belleville

Regular City Council Meeting Minutes
December 5, 2016

A regular meeting of the Council for the City of 
Belleville was called to order at 7:30 p.m. at the 
Municipal Building, 6 Main Street by Mayor Conley.
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF 
SILENCE
2. ROLL CALL
Council Member Fielder   	 Present
Council Member Marcotte	 Present
Council Member Smith	 Present
Mayor Pro Tem Loria	               	 Present
Mayor Conley		  Present  
3. PRESENTATIONS AND CITIZEN COMMENTS

Presentations	 None. 
Council follow up list
Mayor Conley inquired on the status of the City 
Street Evaluation and City Manager Kollmeyer 
responded that she was still waiting to receive the 
numbers from PFM.  
Citizen Comments
Jeff Vernon stated that some citizens did not get 
the message that the City was offering a leaf drop 
off service. DPS Director Rick Rutherford stated 
the program has been extended to December 16th 
and that his staff was getting the word out with 
doorhangers. Manager Kollmeyer stated that 
there was a message printed on the water bills and 
advertising in the local paper for two consecutive 
weeks, adding that the City may be able to partner 
with local non-profit organizations to assist seniors 
in getting their leaves raked, bagged and into the 
dumpster before the December 16th deadline.
4. AGENDA APPROVAL 
Motion by Loria, Second by Smith to approve the 
agenda as presented.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Fielder, Second by Marcotte to approve 
the Regular City Council meeting minutes of 
November 21, 2016 as presented.      
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS	 None
7. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES None
8. GENERAL BUSINESS
  A. Mayor’s Appointments to Boards and 
Commissions
Mayor Conley recommended that Randy Priest be 
appointed to fill a current vacancy on the Planning 

Commission.
Motion by Smith, Second by Loria to adopt 
Resolution 16-120 appointing Mr. Randy Priest 
to fill Jim Fitch’s unexpired term on the Planning 
Commission effective tonight.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
  B. Wayne County Annual Permits
Motion by Fielder, Second by Marcotte to 
approve Wayne County annual permits as follows: 
Resolution No. 16-121 (Permit A-17046 for road 
maintenance); Resolution No. 16-122 (Permit 
A-17101 for pavement restoration) and Resolution 
No. 16-123 (Permit A-17134 for special events) as 
presented.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
   C. Special Events Ordinance
Council Member Fielder stated that since the last 
meeting, he and Manager Kollmeyer had discussed 
the draft special events ordinance in detail.  A 
lengthy discussion followed.  Mayor Conley 
recommended that a final draft be presented at the 
December 19th meeting and thanked the citizens for 
their input and the special events committee for all 
its work on the new ordinance.
9. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE & DEPARTMENTAL 
EXPENDITURES
Motion by Loria, Second by Smith to approve 
Resolution No. 16-124 to approve accounts 
payable and payables over $500.00 for a total of 
$129,062.90. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
15. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
A.  Pursuant to MCL 15.268(c) to discuss the 
status and strategy of pending union negotiations. 
Motion by Fielder, Second by Loria to approve 
Resolution No. 16-125 to recess regular meeting and 
enter Executive Session at 8:45 p.m. to discuss the 
status and strategy of pending union negotiations.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Motion by Fielder, Second by Smith to adjourn 
Executive Session and reconvene regular meeting at 
9:00 p.m. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
16. ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Loria, Second by Marcotte to adjourn 
meeting at 9:05 p.m.
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Respectfully submitted,
Sherri Scharf, City Clerk
Approved:  December 19, 2016
Published: December 22, 2016

   Hidalgo Mexican Restaurant on Sumpter 
Road in the Davenport Plaza has just re-
ceived its liquor license and is now serving 
alcohol. It’s open Monday through Thurs-
day, 11 a.m. to 9 p.m., Friday and Satur-
day, 11 a.m. to noon, and Sunday, noon to 9 
p.m. There’s still time to schedule catering 
for your holiday party featuring Hidalgo’s 
home-made, authentic recipes. Visit them 
on Facebook and call (734) 697-3271.

***
   The Yankee Air Museum continues its 
monthly Historical Presentation Night on 
Jan. 4 with a pair of speakers, Donnaleen 
Lanktree and Michael Lechlitner on their 
experiences of military support, from 
WWII to modern times. The program will 
start at 6:30 p.m. with a history of aerial 
and photo reconnaissance in today’s world. 
Lechlitner is a Central Intelligence Agency 
Intelligence Officer currently attending the 
U.S. Army War College Senior Service 
School in Pennsylvania. He’ll explain how 
photos can help the CIA with national se-
curity, disaster relief, and global disease 
awareness. Then at 7:30 p.m., Donnaleen 
Lanktree will share Rosie the Riveter sto-
ries she has collected over the years. Lank-
tree is past President of American Rosie 
the Riveter Association. The programs are 
free. Call (734) 483-4030.

***

   If you hadn’t had time to visit Santa this 
holiday season, there’s one last chance to-
morrow evening, Dec. 23, as he will be at 
Leo’s Coney Island in Belleville, from 5 to 
8 p.m. Call (734) 697-1000.  

***
   You have until Dec. 31 to purchase ad-
vance tickets at a great price to next sum-
mer’s Thunder Over Michigan Air Show at 
Willow Run Airport, Sept. 2-4. The Blue 
Angels will perform all three days over the 
Labor Day weekend. Tickets online are $25 
for adults through the end of the year and 
parking is only $10. Kids 15 and under are 
free. Tickets at the gate are $40 for adults 
and $20 for parking. There’s also good dis-
counts for club seats and other packages. 
Visit www.yankeeairmuseum.org and click 
on the airshow links. 

***
Do you have a business item you would like 
to see in this column? There is no charge to 
be in this column. Call Bob Mytych, 734-
699-9020, with your suggestion.

   • Tuesday, Dec. 27 – Red Cross Blood 
Drive. Give blood between 1 and 6:45 p.m. 
at St. Anthony Catholic Church, 409 W. 
Columbia Ave.
   • Saturday, Dec. 31 – The public is 
welcome to a New Year’s Eve party at the 
Moose Lodge 934 at the corner of Sumpter 
and Harris roads. Tickets in advance $20 
each; $30 at the door. Dinner is 7-9 p.m. 
and Southern Heat Band plays from 9 p.m. 
to 1 a.m. Pizza and champagne at midnight. 
Reserve your table of eight. (734) 325-
7799

Larcenies from autos 
over weekend in VBT’s 
Quirk Subdivision
   Several larcenies from automobiles 
occurred over the weekend in Quirk 
Subdivision, according to a Nexel message 
on Monday from Van Buren Township 
Police. Thieves are targeting unlocked 
vehicles.
   VBT Police have three suspects in 
custody who are alleged to have comitted 
the crimes.
   Police warn residents to keep their vehicles 
locked when parked in a driveway. Having 
a well-lit driveway also deters theft, they 
said.

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!
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Out of the 534 dispatch calls for service reported by 
Van Buren Township police this week, the following 
are selected for this column.
Sunday, Dec. 11:
   0130 – disturbance, Lighthouse Dr.
   0604 – shots fired, Oak Ln.
   1233 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Haggerty
   1329 – property damage accident, S. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Belleville Rd.
   1416 – assault & battery, Park Estates
   1438 – property damage accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Beck  Rd.
   1640 – agency assist, Southbound/Ecorse
   1716 – larceny, S. Bellridge Dr.
   1724 – PPO violation, Oak Ln.
   1939 – harassment call, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2142 – private property accident, Briarwood Dr.
Monday, Dec. 12:
   0027 – traffic hazard, Ecorse Rd./Belleville Rd.
   0732 – holdup alarm, Haggerty Rd.
   0827 – property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. / 
Sadie Ln.
   1011 – malicious destruction of property, Ecorse
   1141 – juvenile complaint, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1418 – water leak found, Edwards Rd.
   1439 – property damage accident, Beck/Tyler
   1532 – malicious destruction of property, Walmart
   1640 – fraud, Florence Ln.
   2231 – operating while intoxicated, Belleville Rd. 
/ Tyler Rd.
   2234 – assist fire dept., EB I-94/Belleville Rd.
   2234 – property damage accident, WB I-94 / 
Belleville
Tuesday, Dec. 13:
   0728 – assault & battery, Oak Ln.
   0738 – juvenile complaint, Michigan Ave. / 
Rawsonville Rd.
   1012 – assault & battery, Belmont Dr.
   1021 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1152 – property damage accident, Haggerty/Tyler
   1501 – private property incident, Lake Villa Dr.
   1625 – private property incident, Industrial Park
   1819 – assault & battery, Oak Ln.
   1919 – larceny, Belleville Rd.
   2036 – property damage, Ecorse/Beck
   2047 – vehicle repossession, Lighthouse Dr.
   2045 – unauthorized driving away of auto, S. I-94 
Service Dr.
   2206 – assault & battery, Denton Rd.
   2223 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2243 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2219 – missing person, Denton Rd.
Wednesday, Dec. 14:
   0201 – assault & battery, W. Archwood Dr.
   0944 – abandoned auto, Elwell Rd./Martz Rd.
   1255 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1338 – agency assist, Michigan Ave./Dellor St.
   1345 -- assault & battery, Bellridge
   1600 – assault & battery, N. Ponderosa Trl.
   1722 – trespassing, Michigan Ave.
   1907 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2009 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Ecorse Rd.
   2126 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2206 – property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. / 
Belleville Rd.
   2258 – vehicle repossession, Parkwood Dr.
Thursday, Dec. 15:
   0033 – operating while intoxicated, Park Estates
   0549 – noise complaint, Ash Dr.
   0700 – property damage accident, W. Huron River 
Dr. / The Creek
   0708 – property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. / 
Kirkridge Park Dr.
   0834 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0941 – property damage accident, Morton Taylor 
Rd./Crowley Ave.
   0958 – fraud, Meadows Ln.
   1046 – assist fire dept., I-94/Belleville
   1149 – private property accident, Belleville Rd.
   1354 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1619 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1633 – agency assist, Lake Villa Dr.
   1846 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1856 – traffic hazard, Hannan Rd./Ecorse Rd.

   2016 – narcotics crime, Archwood Apartments
   2156 – property damage accident, Dellor St./Mott
Friday, Dec. 16:
   0120 – traffic hazard, Michigan Ave./Winchester
   0156 – property damage accident, Quirk Rd.
   0226 – personal injury accident, W I-94/Haggerty
   0755 – property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. / 
Jeremy Rd.
   0909 – narcotics crime, Town and Country
   0918 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   0940 – property damage accident, Quirk Rd. / N. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   0940 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Lake 
Villa Dr.
   1052 – private property incident, Industrial
   1238 – holdup alarm, Owen St.
   1253 – larceny, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1339 – private property accident, Belleville Rd.
   1358 – private property accident, Belleville Rd.
   1411 – property damage accident, Tyler/Haggerty
   1429 – private property incident, Industrial
   1618 – private property accident, Belleville Rd.
   1728 – assault & battery, Parkwood Manor
   1917 – property damage accident, Van Born / 
Haggerty
   1918 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1922 – medical alarm, Lohr Rd.
   2104 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2230 – intimidation threat, Coca-Cola Dr.
Saturday, Dec. 17:
   0238 – disorderly conduct, Parkwood Dr.
   0534 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0608 – assault & battery, N. Ponderosa Trl.
   1006 – malicious destruction of property, Tyler Rd.
   1040 – assault & battery, Arthur St.
   1053 – retail fraud, Walmart
   1141 – property damage accident, S. Service / 
Denton
   1149 – fraud, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1159 – property damage accident, Fedex Smart 
Post
   1208 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Ecorse Rd.
   1212 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Ecorse Rd.
   1627 – fraud, Belleville
   1805 – property damage accident, Van Born Rd. / 
Morton Taylor Rd.
   1816 – property damage accident, Michigan Service 
Dr. / Western St.
   1910 – traffic hazard, Haggerty Rd./Independence
   1938 – assault & battery, Locust Dr.
   2005 – property damage accident, WB I-94 / 
Haggerty Rd.
   2009 – intimidation threat, Lake Point Blvd.
   2025 – property damage accident, Alden Ave.
   2100 – larceny, Valero
   2109 – private property accident, Belleville Rd
   2236 – property damage accident, SB Belleville / 
WB I-94
   2307 – assault & battery, Denton Rd.
   2333 – property damage accident, Ecorse / I-275
Also on this week’s log are 156 traffic stops, including 
59 on the I-94 and I-275 freeways and on the bypasses 
and 33 in the city of Belleville.

Sunday, Dec. 11:
   0041 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   0826 – disorderly conduct, Belle Villa rental office
   1008 – assist fire dept., E. Huron River Dr.
   1845 – ATV/ORV complaint, Victorian Ct.
   2002 – welfare check, Main St.
   2100 – property damage accident, N. Liberty St. / 
Belleville Rd.
   2245 – welfare check, Santa Clara St.
Monday, Dec. 12:
   0045 – traffic complaint, Carmell St.
   0225 – suspicious vehicle, W. Columbia Ave.
   0238 – hospice, E. Huron  River Dr.
   0700 – intrusion alarm, Sumpter Rd.
   2326 – parking complaint, N. Aberdeen Ct.
Tuesday, Dec. 13:
   0114 – parking complaint, Menlo Park Dr.
   0125 – parking complaint, Belle Villa
   0950 – information, W. Davis St.
   1243 – disorderly conduct, W. Columbia Ave.

   1503 – hospice, Biggs Ave.
   1718 – assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
   2312 – suspicious person, Potter Dr.
   2355 – intrusion alarm, E. Huron River Dr.
Wednesday, Dec. 14:
   1128 – violation of public health code/violation 
controlled substance act, S. Liberty St.
   1226 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Church 
St.
   1343 – vehicle lockout, Menlo Park Dr.
   1502 – assist fire dept., Santa Clara St.
   1653 – assist citizen, Carmell St.
   2215 – family trouble, Loza Ln.
   2216 – intrusion alarm, E. Columbia Ave.
Thursday, Dec. 15:
   0131 – parking complaint, Menlo Park Dr.
   0758 – intrusion alarm, W. Waterbury Ct.
   0841 – property damage accident, Liberty/Third
   0850 – property damage accident, High/Main
   1000 – property damage accident, Main/Liberty
   1155 – intrusion alarm, N. Edgemont Ave.
   1419 – vehicle lockout, E. Waterbury Ct.
   1525 – vehicle lockout, South St.
   1538 – narcotics crime, Angola/E. Huron River Dr.
   1622 – missing person, S. Edgemont Ave.
   1803 – agency assist, Estrada Dr.
   1839 – property damage accident, N. Liberty St. / 
E. Huron River Dr.
   2037 – property damage accident, Loza Ln.
Friday, Dec. 16:
   0835 – property damage accident, Huron/Main
   1057 – fraud, S. Edgemont Ave.
   1125 – trespassing, W. Columbia Ave.
   1145 – suspicious situation, W. Columbia Ave.
   1153 – panic alarm, Menlo Park Dr.
   1224 – vehicle lockout, Santa Clara St.
   1317 – property damage accident, Five Points
   1446 – suspicious situation, Sumpter Rd.
   1518 – animal complaint, Anaheim St.
   1644 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   2243 – agency assist, Belleville/I-94
Saturday, Dec. 17:
   0057 – welfare check, Henry St.
   0930 – property damage accident, Wabash Ave. / 
South St.
   1606 – suspicious situation, Second/Charles
   1626 – malicious destruction of property, Loza Ln.
   1737 – found property, Owen St.
   1917 – welfare check, Main St./Denton Rd.
   1929 – domestic assault, Carmell
   2225 – operating while intoxicated, Main St./High
Also on this week’s log are 30 traffic stops.

Sunday, Dec. 11:
   0127 – noise complaint, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0206 – fight, 40000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   0710 – fire dept. assist, 40000 bl. Harris Rd.
   0740 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Sully Dr.
   1128 – property damage accident, Judd/Haggerty
   1143 – alarm, 27000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1242 – civil dispute, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1553 – ORV complaint, Rawsonville/Arkona
   1622 – family trouble, Virginia
   1745 – alarm, 17000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1904 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2122 – traffic hazard, Willis/Sumpter
   2149 – alarm, 46000 bl. Judd Rd.
Monday, Dec 12:
   0530 – property damage accident, Rawsonville / 
Willis
   0953 – alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1136 – 911 hang up, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1238 – animal complaint, 18000 bl. Savage Rd.
   1348 – assist other agency, 25000 bl. Martinsville
   1451 – citizen assist, 21000 bl. Fenster Rd.
   1544 – family trouble, 44000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1604 – civil dispute, 44000 bl. Willlis Rd.
   1720 – fire dept. assist, Carriage Ln.
   1957 – well-being check, 19000 bl. Martinsville
   2034 – juvenile complaint, 46000 bl. Judd Rd.
   2052 – ORV complaint, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
Tuesday, Dec. 13:
   0728 – suspicious person, 24000 bl. Karr Rd.
   0841 – alarm, 8300 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   0847 – alarm, 21000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1034 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1335 – warrant arrest, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.

   1344 – threats complaint, 23000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1801 – animal complaint, 18000 bl. Savage Rd.
   1824 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1912 – suspicious incident, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1922 – citizen assist, 49000 bl. Wear Rd.
Wednesday, Dec. 14:
   0316 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1339 – 911 hang up, 25000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1457 – parking complaint, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1627 – alarm, 42000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1743 – alarm, 43000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1816 – fire dept. assist, 8800 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1957 – harassment complaint, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   2302 – mental health commitment, 48000 bl. Willis 
Rd.
Thursday, Dec. 15:
   0247 – well-being check, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0802 – well-being check, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0859 – assist other agency, Mulberry
   0944 – fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1004 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1014 – larceny, 12000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1046 – suspicious person, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1124 – identity theft, 23000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1348 – fraud complaint, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1405 – alarm, 18000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1637 – reckless driver, Karr/Judd
   1649 – suspicious vehicle, Haggerty/Wear
   2122 – alarm, 50000 bl. Willow Rd.
Friday, Dec. 16:
   0428 – property damage accident, Willis/Wilmot
   0631 – juvenile complaint, 46000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1114 – fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1211 – animal complaint, 23000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1227 – civil dispute, 40000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1448 – property damage accident, Bemis/Sumpter
   1607 – fire dept. assist, Redwood
   2134 – dumping complaint, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2217 – family trouble, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   2222 – suspicious person, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
Saturday, Dec. 17:
   1016 – animal complaint, 7900 bl. Oakville Waltz
   1051 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1128 – fire dept. assist, Virginia
   1349 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1431 – traffic hazard, Rawsonville/Willow
   1450 – civil dispute, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1553 – fire dept. assist, 26000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1746 – alarm, 19000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   2214 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 11 follow-up investigations, 
24 miscellaneous details, 138 patrol checks, and four 
traffic stops.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.
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District Library
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1995.

734.697.2888
www.innovativecomputers.net

FREE ESTIMATES

$99
Save $70 
with our virus removal special. 

 $170  
              

$1999
WEBSITE SPECIAL
                             4 page custom design

Dos Pesos

www.dospesosmexicanrestaurant.com

11800 Belleville Rd.
697-5777 OPEN 7 DAYS

Mexican
Restaurant

COCKTAILS CARRY OUTS

Merry Christmas
&

Happy Holidays
From All Of Us!

Open Christmas Eve 11 a.m – 4 p.m.
Closed Christmas Day

GIFT CERTIFICATES AVAILABLE! the board:
   • Approved a 3% raise for Library 
Director Mary Jo Suchy who turned down a 
raise last year in able to use that money for 
staff raises. She makes $75,000. Boelter, 
chairman of the personnel committee, said 
the seven members of the board finished 
their evaluation of Suchy and offer and 
approve that raise this year. He said staff is 
getting a 2.5% raise;
   • Heard Suchy summarize her goals for 
2017. The theme for the year is “Renewal,” 
like when a homeowner moves and has 
to reevaluate possessions, like old tapes, 
50-year-old tables, files. There will be a lot 
of cleanup, while maintaining services. “I 
would like to have more staff,” she said, 
adding she will bring a staffing proposal to 
the next meeting;
   • Approved hiring Midwestern Consulting, 
Inc., based in Ann Arbor, for a fee of 
$17,700, for a topographic and boundary 
survey of the land parcels involved in the 
new library project. Midwestern included a 
$1,200 fee for the portion of Fourth Street 
being vacated, which was not included in 
the other four bids, but definitely is needed 
since there is no legal description for the 
street. Midwestern said the survey will be 
completed within 45 days of authorization. 
The fee includes dealing with snow. Other 
bidders were Spicer Group of Dundee, 
$27,750; and from Ann Arbor, Smithgroup 
JJR, $25,611; Washtenaw Engineering, 
$19,600; and Nederveld, $16,500. “We 
can’t wait until spring,” said architect Dan 
Whisler. “We’ve got to expect there’s going 
to be delays”;
   • Heard Suchy and CPA Ron Traskos 
of Post, Smythe, Lutz & Ziehl of Wayne, 
discuss the draft library audit report for 
2015-16 done by Alan C. Young that has a 
good “unqualified” report. Suchy said they 
were able to put more money in the fund 
balance and Traskos said that was $55,199 
for a total of $371,808, which is “very 
healthy.” He said on Dec. 31, they get taxes 
and the new fiscal year starts in July;

   • Approved continuing the bookkeeping 
service by Sharon W. Duckworth, CPA, 
at a cost of $2,000 per quarter, and new 
construction accounting services by 
Traskos at a cost of $150 per hour not to 
exceed $1,500 per month for a period of 
about two years. He will be working with 
the construction manager and the financial 
people and noted, “It’s going to be a fun 
project”;
   • Heard building committee chairwoman 
Joy Cichewicz report that Belynda Domas, 
who owns the HD Accounting building 
next door at 360 Charles Street that is being 
purchased by the library for $200,000, 
is getting ready to vacate, but the library 
won’t be ready to take it over until April, so 
her property tax will be paid by the library, 
as agreed. Also, Cichewicz said she talked 
to Sumpter Township Supervisor John 
Morgan and he said the DPW building will 
be ready whenever the library is ready, for 
the satellite library;
   • Heard board attorney John Day report 
he has had preliminary discussions with 
Sumpter attorney Rob Young and met 
Nov. 30 with city attorney Steve Hitchcock 
about what needs to be done to start putting 
together the details for construction. He 
said they need to get a plat map, know when 
they can close the street, infrastructure 
dedication, joint parking lot agreement, lot 
splits, and a stake survey to identify issues. 
“This is one of the largest projects in 
downtown Belleville in the last 50 years,” 
Day said;
   • Approved 2017 board meeting dates 
of Jan. 10, Feb. 14, March 14, April 11, 
May 9, June 13, July 11, Aug. 8, Sept. 12, 
Oct. 10, Nov. 14, and Dec. 12 at 7:30 p.m. 
Special meetings will be posted at least 18 
hours prior to any special meetings; and
   • Approved closed dates for 2017 as: 
Jan. 2, New Year’s Day observed; Jan. 
16, Martin Luther King Day, April 14, 
Good Friday (in-service day); May 29, 
Memorial Day; June 16 (in-service day) 
and June 17, Strawberry Festival days; 
July 4, Independence Day; Sept. 4, Labor 
Day; Nov. 11, Veteran’s Day; Nov. 23-24, 
Thanksgiving; Dec. 22-25, Christmas; and 
Dec. 30, New Year’s (plus Jan. 1, 2018).

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
After the Dec. 13 meeting of the Belleville Area District Library board meeting, Michael 
Boelter, center, was presented with a plaque honoring his service by board president 
Sharon Peters, right, and Library Director Mary Jo Suchy, left. This was Boelter’s last 
meeting after serving on the board since 2010. He did not run for reelection.



Page 20� Belleville Area Independent/December 22, 2016

Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to Dealer.  May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

USED CAR SPECIAL

2017 FUSION SE
24 month lease for

$123/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $2,000.

BUY AS LOW AS $20,534.

2017 ESCAPE SE
24 month lease for

$149/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $2,500. BUY AS LOW AS $21,549.

2016 EDGE SE 
AWD

24 month lease for

$215/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $3,750.

BUY AS LOW AS $25,752.

2015 FUSION SE
$14,888

2016 FOCUS SE
24 month lease for

$149/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $3,750. BUY AS LOW AS $15,264.

2016 F-150
SUPERCAB XLT

4x4
24 month lease for

$182/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $7,800.

BUY AS LOW AS $32,276.

New 
DETAIL SHOP
NOW OPEN!

CONSTRUCTION IS FINISHED!

‘how good it can be’

GLENN  SILVENIS


