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Councilwoman Amy Henry, left, presented an award in the Holiday Light Contest to Beth 
and Bill Hutter of 391 Light Tower Ct. in Harbour Pointe subdivision.

At the Dec. 20 council meeting, Belleville City Councilman Steve Jones, left, presented 
an award in the Holiday Light Contest to Brian Ashton of 75 Menlo Park. He said his wife 
Paula did all the decorating, but she was unable to attend the meeting.

Belleville Mayor Pro-Tem Ken Voigt, left, presented an award in the Holiday Light 
Contest to Ronald Adkins, center, of 461 Waterbury Ct. in Victoria Commons.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Members of the Van Buren Township 
Planning Commission were not 
enthusiastic about a developer’s plan to 
build a fuel station and restaurant at the 
northwest corner of Haggerty Road and the 
South I-94 Service Drive.
   At its regular meeting on Dec. 8 via 
zoom, the commission was asked to 
make comments and suggestions on a 
plan to build a fuel station with “in and 
out” groceries along with a restaurant like 
Applebee’s or Culver’s on the 2.5-acre site 
that has four parcels.
   Sam Beydoun said he has owned most 
of the property for 20 years and has paid 
taxes on it.
   “I also have purchased the property 
next to it which has an abandoned motel 
that has been an eyesore and a center of 
controversy for the community,” Beydoun 
wrote in a letter to the township. “I plan 
to demolish the motel and use the property 
for our development.”
   He said their plans not only include a 
service station, but also EV charging 
stations.
   “I know our petition is requesting a 
change in zoning that changes the property 
from residential to commercial,” Beydoun 
wrote. “I realize the proposed rezoning of 
the property is critical because it represents 
the gateway and image to Van Buren 
Township. To that end, I want to make sure 
that the proposed elevated signage and 
landscaping is of the quality that would 
make the gateway attractive for both 
residents and visitors.
   “I know this proposed use may be difficult 
for some, but realistically the property 
abutting a major intersection such as I-94 
and Haggerty would be unattractive to 
build housing because of the traffic, noise 
and close proximity to the intersection…”
   The letter was signed by Beydoun and 

VBT planners not enthused about 
plan for fuel station/restaurant

Robert A. Ficano. It was on the letterhead 
for Ficano’s and Bruce F. Rosenthal’s law 
office in West Bloomfield. Ficano is the 
former Wayne County Executive.
   In the first paragraph of the letter, Beydoun 
and Ficano thanked VBT Supervisor Kevin 
McNamara for reviewing their plans. 
Supervisor McNamara was not at the 
meeting and had not sent any comments 
for the board to consider.
   The applicant listed on the agenda was 
Abbas Hamid, who explained the project 
to the commissioners.
   In introducing the subject, Dan Power, 
director of planning and economic 
development, said the applicant has not 
made a formal application and wanted to 
hear feedback from the commissioners 
first.
   Director Power said the site has three 
parcels that are single family residential, 
R-1C, and one general business district, 
C-1. The 2020 Future Land Use map has 
the whole site zoned Low Density Single 
Family Residential B - 15,000 square foot 
lots.
   A person in the zoom audience 
commented that the site would better 
serve the community as a commercial 
development, but not a gas station. He 
said the architecture presented was “quite 
tacky.”
   Commissioner Jahr asked if the neighbors 
had been alerted to this discussion and 
Power said they had not been alerted for 
this, but a public hearing would be part of 
a rezoning request.
   Jahr said he is familiar with the property 
and it is due for redevelopment, but it’s in 
a residential area. He said the township 
has been keeping the area south of I-94 
more rural and, “Public comment would be 
interesting.”
   Jahr said there are two gas station on 
the corner of I-94 and Haggerty Road and 
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White Pine
  DENTAL HEALTH

Your Smile Comes First!
Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002  187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo S.
Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,

and a University of Michigan graduate.

• Now Booking New Patients •
Open Evenings and Weekends

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

Amenities 
• 100% Smoke free campus 
• Individual heating & cooling 
• Emergency in-unit pull cords 

•      Subsidized rent 
•      On-site laundry 
•      Transportation available 

 

    www.csi.coop         (800) 593-3052            TDD (800) 348-7011 

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 
 

For more information call: 
734-699-8676 

M-W-F    9am-Noon 

Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors 

BELLEVILLE CO-OP 
For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide  

the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products
•  Hay and Straw  •  Poultry Food
•  Horse and Livestock Feed

Hours:
Mon-Fri 9aM-6pM  •  sat 9aM-5pM

sun 10aM-4pM

Like Us On

Willis Feed Mill
Your Wildlife Headquarters!

A Complete Selection Of
Feeds, Attractants, Blocks Etc.

From all of us at 
Perspective Eyecare

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

MAN CAVE DECOR & COLLECTIBLES!

668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111

Tuesday - Saturday
11 AM to 5 PM

Private
Sale

Cash or
local checks

Sports
Memorabilia

Tools and
Collectibles

Boating
Accessories

Hunting Gear
Guns, Bows

Knives
Fishing Poles

Fishing Lures
Lionel Trains

(734) 699- 4438
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By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At a 13-minute, zoom meeting on Dec. 22, 
the Van Buren Township Board of Trustees 
voted unanimously to approve a resolution 
designating more than $10 million in funds 
for construction of the planned $17,137,000 
community center/senior center, if Wayne 
County gives it another $5 million.
   Trustee Sherry Frazier was absent and 
excused.
   Supervisor Kevin McNamara said the 
county will make a move only if the 
township commits to $10 million to build. 
He said the county needs a commitment 
and he wanted to get it as soon as possible.
   Elizabeth Renaud, director of community 
services, said she and her team have been 
looking for funds to help with the project 
and the American Rescue Act funding is 
available.
   Supervisor McNamara said the township 
is far ahead of everyone in the county 
in seeking the funds. He said since last 
August VBT knew the stimulus money was 
coming. He said VBT is one of the first to 
seek a grant through the Wayne County 
Commission.
   He said once the resolution is approved, 

VBT commits $10M, if county gives it $5M more for center
it will be sent to the county commission the 
next day. He joked that it might even be in 
the process of being faxed to them that very 
minute.
   He said he talked to the head of the county 
commission and he said the procedure for 
giving out the grants is still being worked 
out. Supervisor McNamara said since VBT 
is one of the first, they are basing their 
procedures on what VBT does.
   Supervisor McNamara said they will find 
out in February or March if they get the 
grant.
   In the resolution it passed, the township 
board said the total cost of the $17,137,000 
project will be paid with:
   • $10,000,000 from VBT;
   • $5,000,000 from the Wayne County 
Commission
   • $1,137,000 from the VBT Downtown 
Development Authority; and
   • $1,000,000 from the Van Buren Civic 
Fund.
   The resolution also states that the 
community/senior center will serve not only 
the community’s cultural and recreational 
needs, but also allow for multipurpose 
spaces that can be programmed for 
the benefit of public health such as an 

emergency relief center (cooling/warming 
shelter, disaster relief, food distribution).
   In other business at the Dec. 21 meeting, 
the board:
   • Approved the attorney recommendation 
provided in an attorney / client 
communication, without any details 
announced. The board had just come out of 
a 51-minute closed-door session to consider 
that attorney / client communication and 
also to discuss the strategy and negotiations 
of the Michigan Association of Fire Fighters 
(MAFF) collective bargaining agreement;
   • Was informed by Supervisor McNamara 
that the state has passed a law that governing 
bodies can no longer meet virtually after 
the first of the year, so, “We’re back in 
January.” The VBT board, committees, and 
commissions have been meeting via zoom 
since the state allowed it last April;
   • Learned Judy Fields, the township’s 
building/plumbing/mechanical inspector, 
was retiring from VBT and a going-away 
gathering was planned from noon to 3 
p.m. on Dec. 22, with the township offices 
closed during that time so everyone could 
attend to say goodbye. Treasurer Sharry 
Budd said, “She’s been here a long time 
and she will be sorely missed”;

   • Was reminded that the treasurer’s office 
will be open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Dec. 
30, so residents could pay their taxes;
   • Heard Clerk Leon Wright announce that 
the township offices will be closed for the 
holidays on Dec. 24 and reopen on Jan. 4;
   • Heard Supervisor McNamara say that 
before longtime Assessing Office Director 
Linda Stevenson retired, the Department 
of Treasury assessed the assessing office 
and announced the department got a 100% 
AMAR score and so won’t have to be 
reviewed for another five years. He said 
that others were a big part of this, as well; 
and
   • Heard McNamara announce that the 
VBT police department passed everything 
in its recent audit for Michigan Law 
Enforcement Accreditation, with one or 
two details to attend to. He said they expect 
to get the state accreditation the second 
week of February. This is the highest police 
accreditation in the state, he said, and it was 
five years in the making. “It puts them right 
up there with a dozen other departments in 
the state…I’m very proud of them. We’re 
not done yet, but I think we’ve got it,” he 
said.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Refinancing the Belleville Downtown 
Development Authority Streetscape 
bonds will save about $200,000 in bond 
payments, so the Belleville City Council at 
its Dec. 6 in-person meeting unanimously 
approved the refinancing.
   Mayor Kerreen Conley said since the $4 
million in bonds were issued with the full 
faith and credit of the city, the city council 
must handle the refinancing.
   Tim  McLean, deputy city manager and 
DDA director, said the DDA has been 
paying on the 2010 bonds since 2011 and 
currently 50% of the DDA expenses are for 
bond repayment.
   The city’s accountant, Kelly Howey 
of Plante Moran and Kari Blanchett of 
PFM Financial Advisors determined by 
refinancing the existing debt of $363,960 at 
a lower interest rate it would save the DDA 
$203,757.71. This would offer a savings 
each year from the original payment until 
paid off without having to extend the life 
of the debt.
   The current rate is 4.34% and the 
estimated new rate would be 1.26%, with 
total estimated savings of over $200,000 
over the life of the bond. The last bond 
payment is May 1, 2029.
   In other business at the Dec. 6 meeting, 

Belleville City Council approves refinancing of DDA Streetscape bonds
the council:
   • Held a moment of silence for the Oxford 
community in the wake of the school 
shooting on Nov. 30;
   • Witnessed 34th District Court Chief 
Judge Brian A. Oakley swear in the newly 
elected council members, Steve Jones 
and Amy Henry. After they were seated 
at the council table, the council elected 
Councilman Ken Voigt as mayor pro tem;
   • Heard Mayor Conley say a proclamation 
has been prepared for council members to 
sign honoring the Belleville High School 
football championship. It will be presented 
when the team can attend the meeting in 
person;
   • Heard Police Chief/City Manager Dave 
Robinson announce that city hall will 
be closed between Christmas and New 
Year with employees taking paid time 
off or vacation days on the Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Tax payments can be dropped 
in the drop box in the lobby and will get 
a payment date of 2021 when they are 
processed in 2022 when offices reopen;
   • Voted to move the public hearing on a 
stormwater management ordinance set for 
Dec. 20 to an unspecified date in the future. 
Chief Robinson said it is unwise to act on 
the ordinance since the state legislature had 
not completed details on the law;
   • Approved $212,597.74 and the following 

departmental purchases in excess of $500: 
to Abbey Door, $1,600 for emergency 
repair to the fire department garage door 
opener and replacement of remotes; to 
B&R Janitorial, $1,141.28 in cleaning 
supplies for the DPW; to Dawson Tire & 
Wheel, $1,801 for tires for the backhoe 
for the DPW; to Election Source, $933 
for testing of tabulators/ICX and creation 
of test decks for the clerk’s office; to 
Hennessey Engineers, $660 for inspection 
and testing of the Early Childhood Center 
at Van Buren Public Schools for the DPW; 
to Miss Dig, $2,026.73 for membership 
fees for the DPW; and to Wolverine, 
$984.04 for repair of the dump truck for 
the DPW;
   • Heard Chief Robinson report that two 
officers are being promoted to sergeants 
and they will be at the Dec. 20 meeting. 
The department has gone without sergeants 
since the late 1990s. He said the two 
passed their written and oral tests. He said 
he is working on a Wayne County grant 
for total refurbishing of Victory Station 
for use by senior citizens during the day 
and social services and other things in the 
evening. He is considering additions, like 
new bathrooms and a kitchen. He said the 
county had told him the green building 
next to the police department would be torn 
down by winter and he has been calling the 

county every day. When snowflakes started 
falling he called the county and said, “It’s 
winter.” He was told the county is getting a 
special contractor to make sure they don’t 
damage city hall when the former store is 
torn down;
   • Heard Councilwoman Kelly Bates report 
that $700 was raised out of the veterans’ 
banners program and the holiday lights 
decorating contest will be judged from 6 to 
7 p.m. on Dec. 13. She also announced the 
city has free gun locks to distribute;
   • Heard 7th Day Adventist Pastor Nathanial 
Oregon announced that his church is 
moving him to an Alma/Ithaca assignment 
and someone else will be assigned to the 
Belleville church. He said his father died of 
COVID and now his mother is diagnosed 
with stage four cancer. He said Belleville 
has a special place in his heart and it is sad 
to leave it behind. He brought two elders 
of the church with him to the meeting. 
He recalled that five years ago he came to 
Belleville and told them his goal was to 
work on the spiritual, mental, and physical 
health of the community. Mayor Conley 
said his leaving is a loss to the community. 
He was praised by council members for his 
activities, including serving on the parks 
commission, putting on the free dental 
clinics, and other events and services;
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Editorial

New year’s wishes 
include reading 
words on paper
   We are at the edge of a new year full 
of hopes for happiness and prosperity and 
health for all. We send wishes for the best 
for all of our advertisers and readers in 
2022 – and even to those who no longer 
read anything on paper. But we wish they 
would.
   A report that was part of the last district 
library board meeting packet was from 
Pew Research Center which stated that 
federal data show for many U.S. children, 
reading for fun has become less common. 
The shares of American 9- and 13-year-
olds who say they read for fun on an almost 
daily basis have dropped from nearly a 
decade ago and are at the lowest levels 
since at least the mid-1980s.
   One grandfather we know told us he 
encouraged his grandchildren to jump out 
of the car each Thursday and get a new, 
free Independent from the box in front of 
our office. Then the grandchildren would 
read the paper to him. The study showed 
those students who read for fun also scored 
higher on the NWEA reading tests. Makes 
sense.
   Our wishes for 2022 include hopes that 
those of all ages in the Belleville area will 
read their Independents – on line or on 
paper -- to become better-informed citizens 
and voters. The nice thing about a small, 
local paper is that you can always call up 
the editor or come into the office to discuss 
what was printed.
   And, your thoughts are welcomed.

   Dan Power, director of planning and 
economic development for Van Buren 
Township, sent me a message last week 
concerning what he found out about the 
Lakewood Shopping Center.
   “I have spoken with ownership from the 
Lakewood Shopping Center. They have 
explained that Dollar Tree’s lease is ending 
soon and will not be renewed. However, 
there are several other tenants at the site 
who have leases that will be honored which 
will extend potentially as long as over the 
next few years. So, there is no imminent 
demolition or redevelopment at the site…”

***
   When we were at Willis Feed Mill 
recently, we went inside to pay for the bird 
seed and heard a lot of tweeting going on in 
the far end of the room. There was a small 
chicken and a small rooster in a cage. They 
were for sale.
   The information on the cage explained 
that the two represent the smallest breed 
of chicken there is, the Serama bantam. 
They are said to make great house pets 
because they love people and are friendly 
and confident. They also lay eggs year-
round. The eggs are smaller and it takes five 
Serama eggs to equal one large, graded egg.
   The rooster’s crow is quieter than a 
larger breed’s crow. We noticed that when 
the two were out on the porch at the mill 
during the summer when we delivered their 
Independents. They can’t take the cold 
weather, so Willis Feed Mill brought them 
inside near a heater for the winter.
   They were so cute I almost bought them 
for my son as a Christmas present.

***
   I’ve been informed that there was an 

announcement on Facebook that a new 
coffee shop is coming to Belleville’s Main 
Street, across the street from the Crafted 
Beanery. There’s no one to check with at 
City Hall since it is closed this week for the 
holidays. We’ll check to see if any permits 
have been issued on this next week, when 
everything opens up again.

***
   Belleville City Manager/Police Chief 
Dave Robinson has said, over and over 
again, that his goal is to have the City of 
Belleville as pristine as Disneyland. One 
of the ideas working its way to fruition is 
getting some city employees doing constant 
maintenance so things stay tidy and broken 
things get fixed immediately.
      One of the ideas is to have the Belleville 
Downtown Development Authority pay 
for three part-time summer city employees 
from April through September, which is 
estimated to cost a total of $43,200.
   Because of COVID, the DDA hasn’t 
been spending much money. Its revenue is 
$835,445 and its fund balance is $910,000, 
which Tim McLean, deputy city manager 
and DDA director, said is higher than it 
should be. He suggested 15-30% for a fund 
balance and so they have $659,000 to use on 
projects. About 50% of their annual income 
is to pay off bonds.
   In a discussion on Dec. 18, one DDA 
member suggested a full-time employee 
because work is needed in the winter as 
well as the summer. But McLean said that 

would cost $50,000 plus legacy costs. He 
said the legacy costs would make this idea 
too expensive, but he agreed to get a real 
figure on what that cost might be.
   One DDA member said the Fourth Street 
Square looks disappointing because of the 
cigarette butts and other trash there. Jennifer 
Winter of Egan’s Pub said the Square is a 
wind-tunnel.
   Mayor Pro-Tem Ken 
Voigt said he’d like to 
see a permanent stage 
at the back of the Fourth 
Street Square, or at least 
have the stage stay up all 
summer and get packed 
up in the fall. He said 
the use of the Belleville 
Area Council for the Arts’ stage there for 
music through the DDA’s First Wednesday 
events last summer showed the stage was “a 
good proof of concept.” He asked the DDA 
to put it on their list of things to consider.

***
   One man said those new cameras along the 
roadsides in Van Buren really annoy him, so 
he pulled his vehicle to the side of the road 
and went up to one and put his face next to 
it, saying, “Go ahead. Take my picture.”
   We’re told 30 of those license plate 
identification cameras have been put up at 
intersections in VBT to take still photos of 
license plates to help with identification of 
suspects in serious crimes. They are not 
used to send tickets to drivers.
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Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

Letters

Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.

•   Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements
•   Payroll Services
•   Business and Personal Tax Returns
•   Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation
•   Quickbooks Training and Support

Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals

152 Main Street
(in The Professional Building)

Belleville, MI 48111

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA Gayl Parr, CPA

All major credit cards accepted

Criss, Wilmarth & Parr
Certified Public Accountants

Visit our website
www.bellevilletaxservices.com

In-Home Service Calls Too!

(734) 697-3206
Bemis Road @ Savage Roads

We Sell USed
AppliAnceS!
Pick-Up & Delivery

JOE’S APPLIANCES

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips. 
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

A+ Rating with
Your Heating & Cooling FamilY

For Free Estimates, Call

(313) 381-2800
20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 42 YEARS!

Winter Simply Give 
campaign starts Jan. 2
To the editor:
   Meijer has selected our food closet to 
partner with during their Winter Simply 
Give Campaign at the Belleville Meijer 
store located at 9701 Belleville Rd. and 
runs from Jan. 2 through April 2, 2022.  
This is the Emergency Food Closet’s 
biggest fundraiser and helps provide food 
for our shelves.
   The campaign has two Double Match 
Days – Saturday, March 5, and Saturday, 
March 26.  Circle these dates on your 
calendar!   If you would like to purchase 
a Simply Give card, please purchase on 
Double Match Days.   On these two days, 
Meijer will double what one donates on 
the card. If one buys a $10 card, Meijer 
will donate $20, for a total donation of 
$30. If we can raise locally $5,000 total on 
these two Double Match Days, Meijer will 
match up to $10,000.   
   Thank you for helping the Emergency 
Food Closet feed the hungry in our 
community! 

Marilyn Wood - coordinator 
Emergency Food Closet 
Belleville First United Methodist Church 
417 Charles St., Belleville 

BHS Robotics’ team 
organizes for kickoff
To the editor:
   The 2022 BHS Robotics’ team had a 
meet-and-greet session at Lodge Lanes 
on Dec. 15. New freshmen and members 
had the opportunity to discuss their role 
in building, programming, or marketing. 
The program kickoff is at 11 a.m. Jan. 8 at 
Belleville High School.

Aaron Lang
Aaron Watkins
Bill Wolters 

Sumpter Township needs 
new leadership
To the editor:
   The consciousness of good and honest 
people must come together in Sumpter 
Township and stop the alleged onslaught 
and misuse of our tax dollars because of 
greed and the arrogant behavior of the 
current elected board of trustees and others 
hired to do the township business.
   We must get rid of this current board by 
recall, or at our next election. Out with 
the old and in with the new progressive 
citizens that want a better future for our 
children, elderly, and all taxpayers. If 
we don’t, we will witness the same old 
nothing like increased poor leadership 
and higher taxes. We have thousands of 
wonderful people living in this township 
that not only want honesty and a voice but 

just as important, for our elected officials 
to respect us. The current elected officials 
have failed miserably. No more zoom 
meetings or editing should be allowed. 
What do they have to hide from us? If you 
witness something you don’t like, speak up 
and say something. 
   The board’s salaries should not be based 
on the amount of tax dollars received. 
Just recently, all seven members received 
thousands more in compensation for part-
time work that they voted on themselves 
without having many comments from the 
public. Why? 
   They only work four hours a month 
but receive $30,000+ yearly for part-time 
work. Full-time, 40-hour-week workers 
don’t even make that type of money. This 
township is in a free-fall. You can’t put a 
cube in a round hole and expect it to fit. 
   We have no industry to help with our 
infrastructure. We live in a food desert. 
Prices in the few places that sell limited 
groceries are extremely high. The reason 
why companies don’t want to relocate 
here is probably because of the negative 
environment, poor leadership, bad roads, 
trash, and blight on every road. The culverts 
in our ditches have not been cleaned out in 
years. There is overgrowth around our fire 
hydrants -- the list is endless. I love this 
community and as a community activist, 
all we want is respect. These elected 
officials and hired helpers work for us. We 
must hold them accountable. 
   The vast majority of us have just received 
our Winter Tax notices. I don’t think 
anybody is satisfied with the amount they 
must pay this year. In my opinion, there 
may be thousands more in 2022. 
   Sumpter has no resources other than our 
tax dollars. How can we support all of these 
increases in wages that were passed by this 
unwanted board of trustees? This increase 
is equivalent to a 125% raise. 
   In fact, this is the worst board of trustees 
that Sumpter Township, Michigan has ever 
had, which is echoed by many people that 
I have had the pleasure of speaking with. 
We have wonderful employees that work 
for us in this township but work in a hostile 
environment with fear and retribution if 
they speak up or voice concerns.
   In my opinion, this is just another reason 
that this board must be replaced by recall, 
or by the State of Michigan. I have stated 
in earlier articles that if you work in such 
an environment, make a complaint with the 
Michigan Department of Civil Rights, or 
hire an attorney. Some will represent you 
pro-bono, which means you won’t have to 
pay them.

Your elected Sumpter Township Precinct 
Delegate, Ronald Barrington Robinson 

To build a better 
world, start in your
own community!
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Licensed & Insured
       Honest & Reliable

Free Estimates
   Service & Repair
       Drain Cleaning
          Gas Lines & More

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Plumbing

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

“Real Estate with Real Service”

Broker

Multi Million
Dollar Club

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass

Motorcycle
& Watercraft

734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

James Chudzinski - Owner
Kevin Schewe - Manager
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

See
us
on TRAINED

We’re AIr CONDITIONING speCIAlIsTs!

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

adoptions BY appointMEnt, MondaY – satURdaY 
11 a.M. – 3 p.M.   call 734-461-9458

Adoptions By
Appointment.

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Obituaries

RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL  INDUSTRIAL 
Residential Moving and Maintenance services 

Website: www.blmoving.com 
Email: blservices1990@gmail.com 

A Division of  
C&C Management 
Services, LLC 

 

P.O. Box 243 
Belleville, MI 48112 

Phone: 734-772-4964 

 
•   Handyman Services
•   Moving Services Available
•   Hot Water Tanks & Furnaces
•   Plumbing Services
•   Snow Removal Services
•   Roof Snow Removal

Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych today at 734-699-9020

and make this spot yours.
Be sure to ask him about our buy 

3 ads, get 1 free promotion!

This Spot is Reserved
For Your Business Card!

The Hair Station

151 Main Street
Belleville   MI   48111

thehairstation151@yahoo.com

(734) 796-4795

We’ve Added 
A Barber To 

Our Staff.
WelcOme
“ShAne”!$10 hAircuTS

With Tracy
Thru December
Mention this Ad.

DUANE DETLOR, CIC
AUTO • HOME • MOBILE HOME      

BOAT • BUSINESS • LIFE

38 Fifth Street

Belleville,  MI 48111 Fax 734-697-7939734-697-6000INSURANCE AGENCYDetlor

•  Auto  •  Home  •  Life
•  Renters  • Commercial
Get Started Online In Minutes @
www.clementinsurancellc.net

Clement Insurance
354 Main Street

Belleville

SERVING THE BELLEVILLE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Saundra Hightower
Licensed Agent

Call or Text
(734) 699-1300

Diana (Roberts) Viers

DIANA (ROBERTS) VIERS
(October 31, 1926 - December 27, 2021)
Diana (Roberts) Viers, age 95, of Van Buren 
Township, MI, passed away Monday, December 
27, 2021, at Cedar Woods Assisted Living 
Care Center, Belleville, MI. She was born 
October 31, 1926, in Pike County, Kentucky. 
Mrs. Viers was a member of the Ypsilanti Old 
Regular Baptist Church. She enjoyed making 
quilts, crocheting, baking, and gardening.  She 
played the guitar and loved to sing! She was in 
the American House Choir and loved visiting 
Cedar Woods in her younger years to sing to the 
residents. She was a true caregiver who gave to 
others through caring for the sick, helping the 
poor, baking and the gift of song, to name a few. 
Most of all, Diana loved to fish. She could out-
fish just about anyone. If she could, she would 
have spent every day on a boat fishing.
Mrs. Viers is survived by daughter Alison 
Hughes of Sterling, Virginia; two sons: 
Jesse (Marie) Viers of Adrian, MI, and Tony 
(Lynnette) Viers of South Lyon, MI; four 
grandchildren: Chipp (Suzanne) Viers, Chad 
(Amy) Viers, Kelly (Tom) Faro, and Jennifer 
(Mark) Wasilenski; 7 great-grandchildren; three 
sisters: Leslie Faye of Pikeville, KY, Ginger 
Branham of Falls Church, VA, and Ann Trichilo 
of Fairfax, VA; as well as numerous nieces, 
nephews, extended family and friends. Diana 
was preceded in death by her husband, Pastor 
Noah Viers, in 1993.
Visitation will be 4-8 PM with a 7:30 PM 
Service Thursday, December 30, 2021, at David 
C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River 
Dr., Belleville, MI   48111-2764 (734) 697-
4500. Brother Danny Adams will officiate. Due 
to the COVID-19 pandemic, the family has 
requested everyone wear a mask while indoors. 
Funeral and burial services are being planned 
and will be through Haysi Funeral Home, 
Haysi, Virginia.  Interment will be in the Viers 
Family Cemetery, Haysi, VA.
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
American Lung Association and would be 
appreciated. Diana had lung cancer at 75 years 
old and recovered due to medical science. The 
family would appreciate donations to help save 
other lives.
www.davidcbrownfh.com
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The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

Higgerson & Neal
Funeral Home

Continuing A Belleville Tradition Since 1932

209 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

734-697-9400
Visit Us At www.HNFHOME.cOM

Obituaries

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager  •  Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.davidCbrownfh.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

Serving The CommuniTy For
over 38 yearS

Serving Belleville, SumpTer TownShip
& van Buren TownShip

WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST

             
                

               
         

WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST

    
     

    
     



   
   

       
  
    

  
    

 
   
   

    
    

  

  
    

Funeral Service with Burial
Service Charge ...................................... $4,990.00

Casket 5 colors made in U.S.A. ..... $1,450.00

Concrete Outer Burial Container  ...... $780.00

Register Book Package  ........................ $145.00

Total ............................................................ $7,365.00

Same Day Service  ................................ $6,870.00
       Monday – Friday

Funeral Service
with Cremation to Follow
Service Charge ...................................... $4,990.00

Ceremonial Rental Casket ................ $1,095.00

Register Book Package ........................ $145.00

Crematory  ................................................... $185.00

Cremation Authorization ........................ $75.00
       Washtenaw & Wayne Counties

Total ............................................................ $6,490.00

Same Day Service  ................................ $5,995.00
       Monday – Friday

Service Charges to include Basic Service of Funeral Director and Staff, Embalming, Other Preparation 
of Body, Visitation at Funeral Home or Other Facility, Funeral Service at Funeral Home or Other Facility, 

Transfer to Funeral Home 30 mile radius, Hearse and Service Vehicle. Website Obituary and Video Tribute. 
Other charges may include sales tax, cemetery charges, newspaper notices, and vault company service fee.

734 - 482 - 6000
320 N. Washington • Ypsilanti, MI

Christopher Janowiak – Licensed Manager

734 - 699 - 6000
19865 Sumpter Road • Belleville, MI

Geoffrey Janowiak – Licensed Manager

janowiakfuneralhome.com

Simplified
Cremation

$1,795*

*Certain restrictions apply.

Includes arrangement conference,
local transportation, crematory,
cremation container,
website obituary
and video tribute.

Our 1959 CadillaC 
Hearse is available*

*RestRictions Apply

CONNIE LOUISE BUNCH
(February 7, 1968 - December 21, 2021)
Age 53, Belleville. Survived by daughter 
Khrysta Gomula of Riverside, Ohio; son 
Christopher Chamberlain of Belleville; two 
grandchildren; half-brother Terry; half-sister 
Elizabeth. Cremation rites have been accorded. 
www.davidcbrownfh.com 

ROMAYNE FRANCES STOKER
(September 18, 1933 - December 21, 2021)
Romayne Frances Stoker, age 88, of Belleville, 
MI, passed away Tuesday, December 21, 2021, 
at Beaumont Hospital, Taylor, MI. She was 
born September 18, 1933, in Decatur, Illinois, 
daughter of Hershel Albert & Dorothy Beatrice 
(Feamster) Younger. She was the Assistant 
Clerk for Huron Township for many years. She 
was a member of the Church of Jesus Christ 
Restoration Branch, Garden City, MI. She 
enjoyed reading, playing Bridge, traveling. She 
loved music, dancing, and time spent with her 
family.
Mrs. Stoker is survived by two sons: James 
W. Stoker II of Clio, MI, and Jeffrey (Susan) 
Stoker of Belleville, MI; four grandchildren: 
Stephanie (Shawn) Sloan, and Joshua (Heather) 
Stoker, both of Port St. Lucie, Florida, Stacey 
(Nick Thacker) Stoker of Wayne, MI, and 
Sarah Stoker of Detroit, MI; three great-
grandchildren: Addison Sloan, Mason Sloan, 
and Helayna Thacker; a brother Jessie (Tonya) 
Kincaid of Ann Arbor, MI; a sister Janet (Leo) 
Robinson of South Lyon, MI; also numerous 
nieces, nephews, extended family and friends. 
Romayne was preceded in death by her parents, 
also her husband of 64 years, James William 
Stoker on May 9, 2016.
Cremation rites have been accorded. 
Arrangements were by David C. Brown Funeral 
Home, Belleville, MI. Memorial donations 
may be made to St. Jude Children’s Research 
Hospital or Alzheimer’s Association and would 
be appreciated.
www.davidcbrownfh.com

Romayne Frances
Stoker

KENNETH DEAN THORNELL
(November 11, 1949 - December 20, 2021)
Kenneth Dean Thornell, age 72, longtime 
Belleville area resident, passed away Monday, 
December 20, 2021, at St. Joseph Mercy 
Hospital, Ann Arbor, MI. He was born 
November 11, 1949, in Traverse City, MI, son 
of Lloyd & Beatrice (Schmunsler) Thornell.  
Ken proudly served his country in the U.S. 
Army, in Frankfurt, Germany, during the 
Vietnam conflict. He founded and operated 
Environmental Industrial Services, and retired 
after 20 years in 2013, turning it over to his 
son Jason. He was a member of St. Anthony 
Catholic Church, Belleville, MI, where he was 
active in the Men’s Club for many years. He 
enjoyed fishing, boating, traveling, and enjoyed 
the last several years wintering in Florida. He 
was also a member of the Belleville Yacht Club. 
Ken was a social person who enjoyed people 
and always had a smile. Most of all, he loved 
time spent with his family.
Ken is survived by his loving wife of 47 years, 
Rebecca Susan (Polidan) Thornell; son Jason 
(Michelle) Thornell of Willis, MI; daughter 
Jessica (Fred) Thornell of Belleville, MI; five 
grandchildren: Connor, Brett, Christopher, 
Molly, and Natalie; a sister Linda (Jim) Hafner 
of Phoenix, Arizona; also extended family and 
numerous friends. He was preceded in death 
by his parents Lloyd Thornell and Beatrice 
Schmunsler, also his grandmother, Sara Zoulek.
A gathering was Wednesday, December 29, 
2021, 5-8 PM with a 7 PM Rosary at David 
C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River 
Dr., Belleville, MI   48111 (734) 697-4500. A 
Memorial Mass will be Thursday, December 
30, 2021, at 11:00 AM at St. Anthony Catholic 
Church, 409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI. 
Father John Kiselica will serve as Celebrant. 
The family will welcome friends from 10-11 
AM at Church.
Memorial contributions may be made to St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital.
www.davidcbrownfh.com

Kenneth Dean Thornell

DELORES FRANCES RATHWELL
(July 15, 1943 – December 24, 2021)
Age 78, of Romulus. Survived by niece Debbie 
Stewart, nephew Robert Vettes, numerous 
extended family members. Interment in South 
Lyon Cemetery. Arrangements by David C. 
Brown Funeral Home, Belleville.
www.davidcbrownfh.com

COVID-19 deaths
in 48111 rises to 94, 
positive tests at 5,982
   The number of people who have died from 
COVID-19 in the 48111 zip code climbed 
to 94 as of Monday, Dec. 27, according 
to figures from the Wayne County Health 
Department. It has been at 80 since Dec. 
20.
   The positive tests for COVID-19 in 48111 
totaled 5,982 on Monday, Dec. 27, up from 
5,716 on Monday, Dec. 20.
   On Monday, Dec. 27, the separate totals 
released by the Wayne County Health 
Department for the tri-community were: 
Van Buren Township, 4,025 positive cases, 
52 deaths; City of Belleville, 753 positive 
cases, 22 deaths; and Sumpter Township 
1,204 positive cases, 20 deaths.
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Heating and Cooling
SaleS • ServiCe • PartS

Licensed & insured • Financing avaiLabLe

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners • Water Heaters
• Humidifiers • Indoor Air Quality Products
• Duct Cleaning • CO Testing
• Whole House Generators

Service
callS

$49.95

We Take
compeTiTors

coupons!

687 E. HurOn rIvEr Dr., SuITE 2B
Belleville, Mi 48111   www.AtcHeAtingAndcooling.com

734-697-8288

Heating and Cooling
SaleS • ServiCe • PartS

Licensed & insured • Financing avaiLabLe

• Furnaces • Air Conditioners • Water Heaters
• Humidifiers • Indoor Air Quality Products
• Duct Cleaning • CO Testing
• Whole House Generators

Service
callS

$49.95

We Take
compeTiTors

coupons!

687 E. HurOn rIvEr Dr., SuITE 2B
Belleville, Mi 48111   www.AtcHeAtingAndcooling.com

734-697-8288

BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

« CHIMNEYS BUILT -
     REPAIRED & CLEANED

« SCREENS INSTALLED

« TUCK POINTING

« ROOFING & GUTTERS

« RESIDENTIAL

« COMMERCIAL

« VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED • INSURED

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 59 th
YEAR!

OUR 59 th
YEAR!

Accurate Dental Denture Inc.

“Serving the community for over 20 years.”
Crowns  •  root Canals  •  ExtraCtions  •  Fillings

whitEning  •  Bonding  •  dEnturEs (soFt & FlExiBlE)

734-697-5477
781 sumpter rd. Belleville

(In Belle Plaza)

COMPLETE DENTURE or PARTIAL
With Coupon

$45000

HealtHy Kids dental
Accepting Blue Cross Complete,
united health, Molina, Wellcare,

Meridian & Medicaid!

EaCh

Call
For

Details

SAme DAy Denture repAIrS
Immediate Dentures and

Flippers Available.

Quality Dentures at
Affordable prices!

SenIor & mIlItAry
DIScountS

new pAtIent
SpecIAl

$4999 Includes
Exam, Cleaning

& X-Rays
With

Coupon 

We are noW open and have implemented personal 
protective measures to serve you safely.

TREE SERVICE, INC.

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD*

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning • Brush Removal

Stump Grinding

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com
*Only valid at time Of estimate.

Cameron Dyson, a senior at Belleville 
High School, has signed to play football at 
Howard University.

Ja’Kobe Watkins, a senior at Belleville 
High School, has signed to play football at 
Southeast Missouri State University.

   Although a short discussion with questions 
on the Department of Public Works Internal 
Compliance Audit was scheduled to be 
presented by then-Township Administrator 
Michelle Cole and the new DPW Director 
John Danci during the Nov. 9 workshop 
before the regular meeting, there was no 
oral report.
  A written report was included in the board 
packet, but not mentioned.
   Cole wrote that during the new DPW 
director’s first weeks in Sumpter, she 
requested he join her in an internal audit 
to ensure the water reporting and testing 
requirements were compliant. They found 
two concerns.

Sumpter Twp. board gets DPW 
Internal Compliance Audit

   She said the MS4 Desk Audit from 
May 25 required corrective actions for 
unsubmitted plans for the Public Education 
Program that requires the township to 
provide educational materials to residents 
related to storm water. She wrote that 
violation was quickly remedied and the 
documents sent to the state.
   Also, there was an unfulfilled requirement 
for the Elicit Discharge Elimination 
Program, a risk assessment for pollutants 
that may enter the storm water system. This 
requirement was simply a question-and-
answer form that needed to be completed. 
It was completed and provided to the state.
   The second complication was related to 
regular required testing. A quarterly test 
was missed in July during the transition 
following former DPW Director Ken 
Kunka’s retirement. They performed the 
next quarterly testing on Oct. 21. The tests 
were flawless and there are no concerns of 
contamination, she wrote.
   “However, we will be required to notify 
residents of the missed test in the consumer 
water report of 2022,” she wrote.

Romulus Councilwoman 
Williams gives away 
turkeys to residents
   On Tuesday, Dec. 21, at 11 a.m. 
Councilwoman Virginia Williams started 
giving away Christmas turkeys to the City 
of Romulus residents at the Romulus High 
School parking lot.
   Councilwoman Williams said when she 
heard    the surrounding cities were giving 
Christmas turkeys to their residents, she 
thought to herself,  “Our Romulus residents 
deserve to be blessed, too!”
   So, Williams became motivated and 
decided to spearhead a turkey give-away for 
the residents of Romulus. Williams brought 
together local businesses to donate to help 
make this possible.   
   “The coronavirus brought hardship upon so 
many, showing our residents that they have not 
been forgotten is dear to my heart,” she said.
   Williams added, “I am so thankful and 
grateful” to Kroger, 411 Therapy, Infinity 
Homes, Wild Willy’s, Super “Y” Market, 
The UpScale Warehouse Lounge, Wingate by 
Wyndham, Madco Truck Plaza and House of 
Graphics for their contribution and support.

   Dec. 31 – Josee Craig
   Jan. 1 – Judy Jordan
   Jan. 3 – Jackie Dalzell
   Jan. 4 – Paul George
   Jan. 5 – Orman Reynolds
   Jan. 6 – Kim Dybicki
   Jan. 8 – Jim Sala
   Jan. 21 – Lisa Posegay
   Jan. 28 – Wendy Comis

Do you have a birthday soon? Does 
someone you know have a birthday? Let us 
know and we will print the name as soon as 
possible. For more information, call (734) 
699-9020.
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with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

FINANCING AVAILABLE...
60 MONTHS 0% APR

CALL 734-390-4922
$109

TUNE UP DIAGNOSTIC 
WITH COMBUSTION 

ANALYZER

$125 OFF
ENERGY
AUDIT

10% OFF
HUMIDIFIER & 
AIR PURIFIER

25% OFF
ANY A/C OR 

HEATING 
SERVICE

Not valid with any other offer.  
Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon • Limited Time Only.
Must present coupon at time of service.

Not valid with any other offer.  
Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon • Limited Time Only.
Must present coupon at time of service.

Not valid with any other offer. 
Some restrictions may apply. 

Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon • Limited Time Only.
Must present coupon at time of service.

• We follow all CDC  
Covid-19 guidelines

• All technicians are  
trained and background 
checked.

• We offer indoor air quality 
products keeping your 
family safe from viruses

• Better Business Bureau  
approved

Regular $159. 
Not valid with any other offer.  

Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon. Must present coupon 

at time of service. Some restrictions apply. 
Tune up is eligible for a utility rebate. 

Heating • Air Conditioning • Refrigeration • Duct Cleaning 
Furnace Experts • Insurance Claims • Boiler Specialists

Since
1980

Licensed & 
Insured

Previous orders excluded. Not valid 
with any other offer. Must present 

coupon at time of quote. Limited time only.

$200 OFF
ANY AIR 

CONDITIONER OR 
FURNACE 

INSTALLATION

All Technicians Wear Covid-19 Protection

Connect 
with us Airdoctorshvacservice.com

we’re open monday–Friday, 8am-6pm

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM                    Keri Dasher, DVM

491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-6510

www.amcvanburen.com

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

Specializing in large and HazardouS removalS

Professional
Tree service
24 Hr. EmErgEncy SErvicE
TrEE Trimming & rEmoval

STump & SHrubbEry rEmoval
cranE SErvicE  •  FirEwood

Fully inSurEd  •  FrEE ESTimaTES
SEnior ciTizEn diScounT

emergencies & 
Belleville area

Call Tom (734) 864-2243
10% off menTion aD
Call Joe (734) 664-9285

Happy Howlidays, 
i’m maxine

I just transferred in 
from another rescue 
and feeling a little out of 
sorts. I’m an 8-month-old 
Siberian husky mix with a 
New Year’s wish to find a 
fur-ever home. I’m a little 
nervous with new people 
and places and will need 
a family that understands 
I may take a little time to 
warm up. I’m very sweet 
though and do love gentle 
pets and attention. Oh 
yeah, I really like crunchy 
treats too! 
I don’t know for sure how 
I will act in a new home 
but I do know if you give 
me some time and after I 
start to feel safe, I will be 
the best friend you’ll ever 
have. I’ll probably do best 
in a calmer home either 
without kids or older, 
calmer kids. I’d love to 
become part of your family 
for the New Year so visit 
friendsofmichigan.org 
and fill out an application 
to meet me.
I’m spayed, vaccinated 
and micro-chipped.

MAXINE

Orphan
Of the

Week
   The 2022 edition of Thunder Over 
Michigan Air Show at Willow Run Airport 
next summer will be here before you know 
it, featuring the same drive-up format as last 

year with two shows on both Saturday and 
Sunday with the Blue Angels and F-16 Demo 
as headliners. From now until midnight, 
Dec. 31, the Thunder Over Michigan 
website will be offering $55 off any single, 
drive-up vehicle ticket. The show, slated 
for July 16-17, will include static display, a 
kids’ zone, concessions, vendors, and more. 
Visit www.yankeeairmuseum.org. 

***
   Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue of 
Sumpter is closing out another year with 
warm stories of pet adoption, donations, 
and a forecast of even better things to come 
into the new year. Our hometown Meijer 
store recently named FMAR as its Charity 
of the Year, and with it came a $10,000 
donation that was hand-delivered right 
before Christmas. Store representatives 
received a tour of the FMAR facilities 
and got to meet some of the cats and dogs 
currently housed at the no-kill shelter in 
Sumpter. During the month of December 
alone for example, FMAR adopted out 25 
kittens. Last June, FMAR took in six female 
Chihuahuas from a hoarding situation in 
Monroe and the majority of the dogs had 
medical needs along with the usual spay 
and microchipping process. While one was 
pregnant and later had two healthy pups, 
there are still three looking for new homes. 

You can read their stories and see other cat 
and dog profiles on the FMAR website. 
Next year, FMAR’s annual Cinco de Mayo 
fundraiser is scheduled for May 7 at the 
Romulus Recreation Center. There will also 
be many dine-to-donate events scheduled. 
For now, FMAR remains open only by 
appointment. There are many ways to help 
FMAR, from volunteering and fundraising 
to simply dropping off your piggy bank 
of change, (Coins for a Cause) along with 
items used for everyday operations, such as 
cleaning products, dry cat food, and office 
supplies. The Winter newsletter is available 
online at www.friendsofmichigan.org and 
it lists these items. There are also ways to 
help through your Amazon account, Kroger 
Community Rewards program, and Charity 
Motors, to name a few. See their website for 
the details. 

***
   As we close out 2021, we say thank you 
to our readers and advertisers that help 
keep this newspaper publication free. We 
appreciate you. Since 1995, we’ve been 
at it as the mission remains the same of 
providing a source of local news and 
information for our community. Here’s a 
toast to a breakthrough year in 2022 as we 
continue to navigate challenging times. I did 
hear that area greenhouses are about to get 
their seed on for another growing season. 
Can’t wait to water the garden once again. 

***
   There’s no better time to try our publication 
with your advertisement. We offer 25% 
discounts if any same-sized ads are run 
for four weeks, and greater discounts for 
longer terms. Business card display ads, for 
example, are very reasonable to start with 
and we never charge to design or assist in 
the design of your ad. To obtain our ad rate 
sheets, simply email me at sporzriter@aol.
com or at mail@bellevilleareaindependent.
com. Happy New Year! 

***
Do you have a business item you would like 
to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych at 
(734) 699-9020. There is no cost to be in 
this column.
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Upcoming Meetings

All breeds, ages

Positive reinforcement

Small class sizes

Enroll for beginner or
puppy class this month

contact your instructor, Janet Deaton
janet@dogsbyjanet.com (734) 604-1720
see dogsbyjanet.com for terms and schedules

© 2021 D2 Enterprises, All Rights Reserved. USA

Faith Assembly Church
894 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111
Sunday @ 10 am – Small Groups Adults, Teens & Kids

11 am – Contemporary Worship
Wednesday @ 7 pm – Bible Study, Kid’s Class & Youth Group
Join Us In The Building or Online On Facebook & YouTube.

Would you like to have your Church listed in this directory?
Call Advertising Manager Bob Mytych at 734-699-9020 today!

 
 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible For Life 7pm 

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 

Belleville ChurCh of God
45170 Hull Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
Sunday Bible Classes  – 10:00 a.m. (all ages)

Zoe Kids & Adult Worship  – 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday classes & clubs 7:00 p.m. Join us on 
Facebook Live &  bellevillecog.online.church

Belleville ChurCh of God
45170 Hull Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

RiveR of Life AssembLy of God
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
All services are open to in person or live stream.
sunday morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Adult, youth & Children @ 7 p.m.

Visit rol-ag.com      (734) 699-6700

409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 697-1211

▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am

www.stanthonybelleville.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM

Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM

www.ridgeroadcoc.org   (734) 485-2930

Ridge Road Church of Christ

Honesty is our policy!

BAI

50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville • 734-325-7065
Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm

Disc Brake special
premium paDs & rotors, incluDes 
laBor, starting at $300 or less!

Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON ExPIrES 1-31-22
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SeniorS, VeteranS &
actiVe Military take

10% off your total Bill
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON ExPIrES 1-31-22

$4999

BAI

new customers Get
10% off labor DurinG our:

Get-to-know-your-friendS-truStworthy-
reliaBle-auto-Mechanic-Sale

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON ExPIrES 1-31-22 BAI

BAIWITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON ExPIrES 1-31-22

$1999Vehicle check
Belts, hoses, etc.

DON’T GET STRANDED THIS winter!

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The City of Belleville Planning 
Commission met in person for almost two 
hours on Dec. 9 in their first meeting since 
August. Matthew Wagner presided in the 
absence of the new chairman Michael 
Hawkins.
   Commissioners voiced concerns that the 
biggest development in Belleville history 
is going on with the Scott Jones project and 
the commission is not meeting to oversee 
it and voice concerns over issues, such as 
the strong lights recently turned on on the 
sides of the buildings.
   There were also questions about the size 
of the retention pond at the site, the mess of 
construction debris at the corner of Denton 
and Liberty, and the need for a pedestrian 
rail at the steps put in the sidewalk on 
Main.
   And they had other concerns, from 
wanting an update on the marijuana 
business on Savage Road to the sidewalks 
and blight.
   After issues were discussed at length, 
City Manager/Police Chief Dave Robinson 
said that any complaints they have as 
citizens should be directed to him, but 
regulatory issues are not under the purview 
of the planning commission, which is a 
recommending body.
   “I want to make sure we’re operating 
within the planning commission’s 
responsibility,” Chief Robinson said.
   “It doesn’t matter who was here in the 
past and who did what,” Chairman Wagner 
said referring to the complaints. “We’ve 
done all our work and it doesn’t get 
addressed … the can is kicked down the 
road … but we’ve got a new regime that 
has set the new tone … It’s refreshing to 
hear this. We can put the hammer on the 
nail and get things done.” 
   Commissioner John Juriga pointed out 
Wagner has a four-year university degree 
in urban planning.
   Wagner read a statement he had prepared 
of the things that need attention, such as 
reappointment of some commissioners, 
meeting at least four times a year or every 
month is better, and more respect shown to 

Belleville planners meet in person to focus on issues, future plans
commissioners. He said he felt disrespected 
by the short notice of the meeting and a 
lack of a packet.
   DPW Director Rick Rutherford was 
taking minutes for the meeting in the 
absence of the deputy city manager who 
could not be present because of an issue 
with his infant child.
   Rutherford said he took the minutes of 
the August meeting and found out there 
was an issue with those minutes at 4 p.m. 
shortly before that night’s meeting.
   “Electronic meetings are a basic 
nightmare,” he said, adding he was in 
another town listening on a cell phone 
and could not tell who said what. He 
agreed that the planning commission is an 
advisory board.
   “We’ve had a lot of turnover at city hall,” 
he reminded them. “Let’s use the planning 
commission the way it should be used.”
   Wagner said that former city manager 
Diana Kollmeyer’s last meeting with the 
commission was basically “a bitch fest,” 
as commissioners piled on her with their 
complaints. He said the commission had 
just three meetings in 2020 and in 2021. 
He said ordinances are in place for a reason 
and if they are not enforced, “What are we 
here for?”
   He said so much time has been lost and 
this meetings has turned into a complaint 
fest.
   Juriga said he’s been on the planning 
commission for 15 years and in the past they 
had meetings every month, two hours long, 
with a dozen people in the audience and it’s 
not that way any more. [The Independent 
was the only one in that night’s audience, 
until Councilman Steve Jones arrived 20 
minutes before adjournment.]
   Chief Robinson gave a long report on 
the things he is working on for the city and 
said, “I equate my progress to building a 
house and I’m now in the basement” and 
working his way up.
   After more discussion, Commissioner 
Randy Priest said, “We all vented. We 
found a breath of fresh air in Dave.”
   “The past is the past and the future is 
whatever we want to make of it,” said 
Wagner.

   At the end of the meeting, Commissioner 
Henry Kurczewski said this would be his 
last meeting. He said he has served for 13 
years and the work of the commission was 
very interesting.

   This makes three vacancies on the 
planning commission. Chief Robinson said 
he also needs volunteers for a vacancy on 
the civil service commission and to serve 
on the charter revision committee.

   • Monday, Jan. 3 – Belleville City 
Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Jan. 11 – Van Buren Township 
Local Development Finance Authority, 2 
p.m. Also, Sumpter Township meeting, 6 
p.m. Also, Belleville Area District Library, 
7:30 p.m.

   • Wednesday, Jan. 12 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m.
   • Thursday, Jan. 13 – Keystone Academy 
School Board, 6 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Jan. 18 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees, 5 p.m. workshop, 6 p.m. 
regular meeting. Also,   Belleville City 
Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Jan. 25 -- Sumpter Township 
meeting, 6 p.m.
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 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole

152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111 www.amyeversolelaw.com

Call 734-718-8574

• Estate Planning  • Probate  • Criminal Law
• Family Law  • Property Law

COMING IN JANUARY
The Cara Taylor Show

Sunday, Jan. 9th: 6pm-9pm

KaraoKe NighT
Friday, Jan. 14th: 8pm-11pm

Comedy NighT
Sunday, Jan. 16th: 7:30pm

Show only: $20. Dinner & Show(pick2) is $35
Our Daily SpecialS

Tuesday: $3.50 Fish Tacos, $4 Shrimp Tacos, $3 Beef Tacos w/Purchase 
                of Beverage. ALL DAY
Wednesday: AYCE Fish Fry, 4pm-8pm
Thursday: 20% Off All Pastas. ALL DAY
Friday: Steak & Shrimp with 2 Regular Sides: $25. Starts at 4pm.
saTurday: AYCE Shrimp w/One Side: $19.99. Add (5) Coco Shrimp $5.
                  Starts at 4pm.
sunday: Brunch Buffet 12pm-4pm. $14.99 Adults, $6.99 Kids Under 10.

404 Main St., Belleville
www.theBayouGrill.com

OPEN
Tues. – Fri.
11am–10pm
Sat. & Sun.

12noon–10pm

734-697-2300

EXPRESS TIRE
AND AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

10625 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111  (734) 697-2424
• State-Certified Mechanics • Oil Changes • Tune-Ups •

• Brakes • Shocks/Struts • Front-End Work •
• Alignments • Batteries • Charging Systems •

• Radiator & Transmission Fluid Changes •
• Check-Engine Light Diagnostics •

Hours:
Monday – Friday  7:30 a.M. – 6:00 p.M. • saturdays  8:00 a.M. – 2:00 p.M.

Visit www.EXPREsstiREMi.coM FoR
Digital couPons & tiRE PRicing!

Dudek Heating & Cooling
Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured • Free Estimates • Furnaces • Boilers
Air Conditioning • Duct Work • Humidifiers • Water Heaters

Generators • Electrical • Plumbing
Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, MI 48111

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

LLC

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Charles (Christopher) Campbell 
and Michael Japowicz were hired as 
the township’s new communications 
specialists at the regular meeting of the 
Van Buren Township Board of Trustees on 
Dec. 7 via zoom.
   They replace Alysha Albrecht and Ryan 
Nichols who recently took jobs elsewhere.
   Campbell holds a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Strategic Communications from Liberty 
University and has 23 years of experience. 
He started working at Bloomfield Township 

Van Buren Twp. hires two new communications specialists
and moved on to the City of Southfield. He 
continues to be the producer and host of 
WDET 101.9 FM and NPR as the media 
personality. He has received a number of 
awards and recognition for his work.
   Japowicz is a videographer and 
photojournalist. He holds a Bachelor of 
Arts degree in Media and Information 
from Michigan State University. He 
earned an Emmy Award in 2020 for WRTZ 
Weekend News at 11 in Indianapolis for 
his news coverage. He was present at the 
township meeting via zoom from his home 
in Indianapolis where he was packing up to 
move back to Michigan.
   Human Resources Director Nicole 
Sumpter said they had 90 resumes 
submitted for the two jobs.
   Clerk Leon Wright said he hoped the two 
would “give us at least 36 months” and 
Campbell replied, “Can do.”
   In other business at the 50-minute 
meeting the board:
   • Approved the revised 2022 board 
of trustees meeting schedule for 2022, 
adding the workshop sessions scheduled 
for 5 p.m. before each 6 p.m. meeting. The 
workshops will be held “as needed” and 
may be canceled. The board also approved 
the 16-day holiday schedule for 2022 when 
township hall will be closed. This was 
revised due to union contracts;
   • Approved two resolutions on the 
National Opiods Litigation that is wending 
its way through the courts. One authorizes 
entry of state local government intrastate 
agreement concerning allocation of 
settlement proceeds. The other authorizes 
entry of participation agreements in partial 

settlement of the National Prescription 
Optiate Litigation;
   • Approved the annual Opt Out exemption 
from the requirements of 2011 PA 152, 
the publicly funded health insurance 
contribution act;
   • Approved Supervisor Kevin McNamara’s 
appointment of Elaine Gutierrez to the 
Board of Review with a term to expire 
Dec. 21, 2022. She holds bachelor of 
science and master’s degrees in education 
from Central Michigan University/Eastern 
Michigan University, and currently is 
an associate broker at Remerica Main 
Street Realty. Gutierrez is treasurer of the 
Belleville Area Council for the Arts, public 
relations chair and former president of the 
Friends of the Library, and was a trustee on 
the Belleville Area District Library Board, 
serving as treasurer, 2010-2015;
   • Approved Supervisor McNamara’s 
reappointments of Dolores Hogan, Mary 
Korgal, Patricia Sobecki, Patricia Tumas 
and Helen Wylie to the Endowment 
Committee with terms to expire Jan. 15, 
2024;
   • Approved the second reading of the 
rezoning of 42061 Ecorse Rd. from 
C-1 (General Business) to M-1 (Light 
Industrial) to make way for a new DTE 
Electric substation to improve electrical 
service in the area;
   • Approved adoption of the Diversity, 
Equity and Inclusion policy and approved 
adding it to the Employment section of the 
current Policies and Procedures manual. 
Human Resources Director Sumpter said 
Clerk Wright “told me we will have a 
diversity policy” and she got to work on 
it. She said employees had just completed 
their diversity training so this was a 
good time to get the policy. She said the 
employees are ready for change with a 
workplace that is inclusive of everyone. 
Clerk Wright said the “officials should 
look like the people we represent”;
   • Approved the personal services 
agreement with Kathy Adams for the 
Treasury Specialist position. Treasurer 
Sharry Budd said this employee can help 
out in busy times and do payroll transfers, 
but not sign checks. “She can run the office 
when Sean [Deputy Bellingham] and I 
aren’t there and be in charge,” Budd said;
   • Approved the contract with Ypsilanti 
Community Utilities Authority for another 
15 years. Currently receiving wastewater 
conveyance and disposal under the 

contract are: Sebring Car Wash at 7515 
Rawsonville Rd., Victory Lane Quick Oil 
Change at 51300 Huron River Dr., and The 
Cape Condominiums at 13201 Lake Point 
Blvd. Receiving services under separate 
contracts with YCUA are American Waste 
Oil Corporation, 44141 Yost Rd. and 
Willow Run Airport. Budd said YCUA is 
used “when residents need lines and we 
don’t have lines”;
   • Approved the Dispatch Upgrade 
Agreement with Motorola at a total cost 
of $699,268 to be expensed from the 2022 
Dispatch – Capital Outlay Budget. The 
project is expected to be completed by 
spring 2022, barring unforeseen delays in 
the supply chain for some parts. After Dec. 
31 there will no longer be warranties on 
the outdated equipment and they may not 
be able to get parts. McNamara said the 
township is approving the conract now, but 
not paying until next year’s budget. He said 
in one week the price goes up by $75,000. 
“We got caught flat-footed,” McNamara 
said, noting he has talked to the leaders 
of other municipalities and they are in the 
same situation. “Motorola is the only one 
that operates with CLEMIS. We’re locked 
in”;
   • Was advised the treasurer’s office will 
be open from 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Thursday, 
Dec. 30, for tax payments only. All the 
offices will be closed from Dec. 23 to Jan. 
4 for the holidays;
   • Heard a legislative report from State 
Rep. Ranjeev Puri. He talked about keeping 
Oxford High School in mind and said he 
is working with colleagues to try to make 
the schools safer. He congratulated the 
Belleville High School football team on its 
state championship and said he is working 
on getting the team to Lansing for a tribute. 
He noted COVID cases continue to climb 
and people should get vaccinations. Rep. 
Puri said the public can offer comments 
on the redistricting under way for the state 
house, state senate, and congressional 
districts; and
   • Held a moment of silence for the victims 
of the Oxford High School shooting. Later, 
held another moment of silence in memory 
of Gerry Cullin, a longtime member of the 
planning commission who was active in 
the museum.
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“If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging.” 
– Will Rogers

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

ANY CONDITION OK
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE.

AERO REALTY
35890 GODDARD

ROMULUS, MI 48174
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

CASH FOR YOUR HOME
CASH FOR YOUR HOME

WANTED

Cash For Salvage & 
Scrap Vehicles.

7 Days. Free Towing.
Licensed & Insured.

(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

H & W
TOP DOLLAR $

FOR SALE SERVICES

A&L SERVICES
Home Improvement & 

Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 

Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

plumbing • sewer
drains • handyman
Gutters Cleaned! 

CALL US!
Local To The

Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276. 

Ask For Bill.

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

NEW RESPIRATORY NEBULIZERS: 
Devilbiss Traveler AC/DC adapter $30, 
Salter Aire Elite $30, Philips Innospire 
Mini $30. 2 New 4-wheel walkers w/
seat & brakes $50/ea. New ACE steeltoe 
work boots, model 74063, size 11M, 
ergonomic fit, retail $109, asking $50. 
Call A.M. (734) 697-6173            12/30

------------
GENERAL GRABBER TIRES. Four 
275/R 60-20. Less than 15,000 miles. 
$200. (734) 942-1220                    12/30

------------
RED SKELTON LITHOGRAPHIC 
painting. Hand signed. Clown with cigar, 
20x16. $1,500. (734) 740-7721       01/06

------------

1948 PLYMOUTH PROJECT CAR; 1984 
Silverado diesel 76,353 miles; 1995 Chevy 
Motorhome, 60 K miles; 1962 Chevy short 
bed, 1990 Chevy Z71 off the road w/short 
bed & plow, 1994 Chevy short bed, 4.3 
motor w/5-speed. 1983 Honda Shadow 
750 motorcycle; 2011 Impala LT, 74K 
miles. Responsible offer or reasonable 
trade. (734) 697-3872 leave message. 01/13

------------

------------
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                         TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600                        TFN

------------
WANTED – PONTOON BOAT 
SLIP for 2022 on Belleville or Ford 
Lake. Older couple, minimal usage. 
May through October. Top dollar. 
(734) 904-2131                     12/30

------------
TOP DOLLAR PAID for vehicles in good 
condition. Don’t trade it, sell it to me. 
(734) 695-0819                                        12/30

------------
CASH PAID FOR  Sports Cards and Comic 
Books. 50s, 60s, 70s. Private collector 
can come to you.  (734) 697-3546      12/30

------------

VEHICLE FOR SALE

------------
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
No job too small. Interior/exterior 
painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774           04/07

------------
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE. 
Painting, roof & gutter leaks, landscape 
maintenance. (734)796-3628       01/06

------------

AREA TRAINEE for local Real 
Estate Firm. For appointment call 
(734) 697-1800                           TFN

------------

HELP WANTED

“Reality leaves a lot to the imagination.”
– John Lennon

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Jonathon Arneberg, who was representing 
National Heritage Academies at the Dec. 9 in-
person meeting of the Keystone Academy board 
of directors, told the board that in January NHA 
will prepare a more detailed report on spending 
of federal ESSER funds to the vendor level.
   Arneberg said NHA is striving for transparency. 
He was present virtually.
   Board members pointed out changes from 
the last ESSER report and the current report 
which confused them. Board president Vesta 
Losen questioned the $35,800 designated for 
curriculum in ESSER II has not been spent and 
she was told it was reassigned.
   The latest report said ESSER I had a total 
allocation of $99,389; ESSER II had $221,202; 
and ESSER III had $1,139,422. The three funds 
have different dates by which they must be used.
   Arneberg promised them they would have 
more details next month. Arneberg was filling 
in for their regular NHA representative, Andrew 
Roth, who had to attend another meeting.
   Board vice president Steven Harsant noted 
there was $48,270 designated for COVID 
Facility Maintenance and he had been asking 
for upgraded air filtration for Keystone. He said 
he was told they had put filters at all the NHA 
schools earlier this year.
   “Just to put a new filter on doesn’t mean 
anything,” Harsant said. “That needs to be 
changed regularly.” He said he wasn’t told 
where the filters were put and he needs detailed 
information on Keystone’s particular building.
   Arneberg said Roth told him NHA already has 
invested in filtration. He said he would check 
into it.
   “The information we have doesn’t meet my 
needs,” Harsant said and board secretary Pat 
Kirkpatrick said she also would like more 
information on that.
   Harsant also asked about the $58,000 for 
COVID-19 stipends in ESSER I and Arneberg 
said the employees already received those 

Keystone board seeks more information on spending ESSER funds
stipends in May and October. They were $2,500 
each for instructional staff and $1,250 each for 
support staff. More stipends are in ESSER II 
funds.
   In other business at the Dec. 9 meeting, the 
board:
   • Voted to put another $1,000 in the budget 
to pay for black, hooded rain jackets with 
the school’s logo and the employees name 
embroidered as Christmas marketing. The total 
allocation for the coats for the 60 employees 
was not to exceed $4,600. The charity Lasting 

Impressions helped the board get special prices 
on the jackets. The employees will receive them 
as a welcome-back gift when they return to 
work Jan. 3. Winter break begins Dec. 20;
   • Heard Principal Jorvonna Drain present the 
fall 2021 employee engagement survey and 
results were all above the Education Benchmark. 
Forty-three of 52 employees responded. Drain 
summarized that the numbers were up from 
where they were in the spring and the staff is 
still in good spirits, doing the best that they can, 
despite the COVID, shootings, and short staff. 

“For the most part, our families feel very safe 
here,” she said;
   • Discussed the NWEA math and reading fall-
to-fall test scores. Drain said they wanted to be 
at least 50% proficient and they are over that 
in all subjects. She said students are growing 
wherever they are and that’s important. Drain 
said there was a decrease in the 2020-21 school 
year in proficiency at grade level and there were 
slight decreases this fall. Losen said there was 
more loss the first year and the second year 
didn’t lose as much.
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City Council
(continued from page 3)

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

Board of Trustees 
Notice of Public Hearing 

 

The Charter Township of Van Buren will hold a Public Hearing on Tuesday 
January 18, 2022 during its regularly scheduled Board of Trustees meeting 
at 6:00 p.m. This meeting will be conducted in person at the Van Buren 
Township Hall Board Room, located at 46425 Tyler Road, unless a remote 
meeting format is enabled by State law in response to the COVID-19 
pandemic. If the meeting is changed to a remote format, advance notice 
will be provided along with instructions regarding how to join the remote 
meeting. The Public Hearing is to seek input on the Charter Township of Van 
Buren’s Parks and Recreation Master Plan Update.  
 
Copies of the draft of the 2022-2026 Five-Year Parks and Recreation Master 
Plan may be found at the Community Services Office at Township Hall 
(46425 Tyler Road) during normal business hours. The draft Plan may also be 
accessed online at https://www.vanburen-mi.org/   
 
Van Buren residents are asked to submit comments in writing via email to 
erenaud@vanburen-mi.org or via mail to Elizabeth Renaud, Director of 
Community Services, at 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, Michigan, 
48111. The required 30-day public review and comment period will end on 
January 11,2022. 
 
 

In Compliance with the American with Disabilities Act, reasonable 
accommodations will be made with advance notice to the Clerk’s Office 
46425 Tyler Rd., Van Buren Twp., MI 48111 (734) 699-8909 
 

Posted December 23, 2021
Published December 30, 2021

•  Storm Clean Up
•  Free Estimates
•  Tree Topping & Trimming
•  Tree & Shrub Removal
•  Stump Removal • Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts

50% discount if you keep wood/brush!

BONECUTTERS
Tree eXPerTS, LLC

(734) 431-4202

STORM DAMAGE
& WINTER DISCOUNTS!

YeAr rOUND
SerVICe BY

PrOFeSSIONALS

   • Heard Mayor Pro Tem Voigt speak 
about the need to do something about the 
deteriorating split rail fence that serves 
as an important barrier between the play 
equipment at Victory Park and the busy 
roadway beyond. DPW Director Rick 
Rutherford said they replaced eight or ten 
sections last spring and now the uprights 
are splitting. He said they should put up a 
sign “Do not sit on the fence.” Voigt said 
although he likes the look of the split rail, 
maybe they should look at a more durable 
solution, which could be cheaper in the 
long run. Mayor Conley suggested there 
might not be enough seating around the 
play equipment so they sit on the fence. 
Voigt also asked about finding a way to 
test the compaction on road repairs so they 
don’t sink down and cause problems; and
   • Heard Mayor Conley say Winter Fest 
was a great end to a very difficult year. 
Councilman Jones said there were more 
people this year than it has had in the past 
and the pop-up shops were very popular. 
Councilwoman Henry said there were 25 
vendors in the tent and six to seven in 
another building.

another one coming in the area. There are 
no EV charging facilities and that would 
be good and the property is two-tenths of 
a mile from French Landing Park and the 
Iron Belle Trail, which would work with a 
restaurant and EV charging.
   Beydoun said EV stations will be big 
in the next couple of years because of all 
the EV vehicles and people might like it. 
Or, people might not like it, but hopefully 
it would work, he said. “I’m crossing my 
fingers,” he added.
   Treasurer Sharry Budd, who sits on the 
planning commission, said she would like 
to see a little more high-class building 
with brick, with it being near a residential 
neighborhood, not the metal and bright 
colors presented in a drawing. She also 
questioned the plans that show curb cuts on 

VBT Plan
(continued from page 1)

Haggerty Road for the project, along with 
curb cuts on the Service Drive.
   Chairman Kelley questioned the train 
tracks on Haggerty and the curb cuts off 
Haggerty near the freeway and pulling the 
semis in.
   “We’ll do a traffic study,” said Hamid, to 
make sure the entryways are safe and far 
enough away from the train tracks. He said 
Power had suggested the study.
   Commissioner Brian Cullin said he can’t 
believe the township would ever build 
residences there. And, he agreed with Budd 
about not having metal and to make it look 
more appealing. He questioned whether 
another gas station was appropriate, but 
people could stop there before going 
fishing at the park.
   Kelley asked if the three parcels would 
have to be merged into one when they 
applied for rezoning, and Power said they 
would have to be merged eventually and 

there would have to be a future land use 
map amendment first to make it commercial 
rather than residential.
   Another speaker identified himself as son 
of the owner of the property that has owned 
the property since 1995. He said whatever 
they do here is going to be a state-of-the-
art facility and they would like it to be 
commercial. He said it would be top-notch 
and with three other stations nearby, “We 
would have to stand out.”
   Secretary Atchinson asked what other 
things they have considered for that 
property and the reply was they haven’t 
thought of anything else but a gas station 
and restaurant, as they’ve done in other 
communities. He said when people are 
traveling and they get off the freeway that’s 
what they need.
   Power said the owner recently acquired 
the motel and Beydoun said he had been 
working to get the motel for some time and 

he finally acquired it. “Now we’re ready to 
finally develop.”
   Also, at its 90-minute meeting on Dec. 8, 
the commission:
   • Elected new officers. Bryon Kelley 
is the chairperson, Jeff Jahr the vice-
chair, Medina Atchinson the secretary. 
Jahr was elected liaison to the Board of 
Zoning Appeals and Atchinson was named 
alternate to the BZA; and
   • Approved the final site plan, with 
conditions, for Burger King at 11550 
Belleville Rd. to construct a second drive-
through lane, along with landscaping and 
architectural improvements associated 
with the remodeling of the restaurant.
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“I’d kill for a Nobel Peace Prize.”
– Steven Wright

The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sunday, Dec. 19:
   0129 – traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./N. Biggs
   0407 – suspicious person/vehicle, E. Thornhill Ct.
   1232 – traffic stop, Main St.
   1307 – traffic offense, Main St.
   1317 – traffic stop, High St./Edison Ave.
   1542 – disorderly, N. Liberty St./Fifth St.
   1622 – vehicle impound, N. Liberty St.
   1808 – civil matter, Church St.
   2006 – suspicious person/vehicle, Henry St.
Monday, Dec. 20:
   0044 – traffic stop, Main St./Fifth St.
   1845 – property damage accident, Sumpter Rd. / 
Belle Villa Blvd.
   1851 – juvenile complaint, Loza Ln.
Tuesday, Dec. 21:
   0008 – traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave.
   0257 – traffic stop, N. Liberty St./E. Huron River
   0411 – traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./Clarence
   0710 – intrusion alarm, Breakwater Dr.
   0848 – property damage accident, Main St.
   1636 – property damage accident, Main St./First
   2118 – traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./N. Liberty
   2148 – traffic stop, Main St./First St.
Wednesday, Dec. 22:
   0322 – intrusion alarm, E. Columbia Ave.
   0539 – road hazard, Main St./Fourth St.
   1515 – traffic stop, Main St.
   1534 – traffic stop, High St./Church St.
   1557 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
   1719 – traffic stop, South St.
   1812 – traffic stop, Clarence St./E. Huron River Dr
   1944 – private property/property damage accident, 
Main St.
Thursday, Dec. 23:
   0802 – property check, Denton Rd.
   0904 – traffic stop, Angola St./E. Huron River Dr.
   1057 – intrusion alarm, Carmell St.
   1502 – assist other dept., Estrada
   1606 – property damage accident, South St.
   1646 – traffic stop, Main St./Second St.
Friday, Dec. 24:
   0456 – overdose, E. Huron River Dr.
   1209 – civil matter, Carmell St.
   1319 – welfare check, N. Liberty St.
   1330 – civil matter, Carmell St.
   1616 – civil matter, Carmell St.
   2144 – domestic, N. Aberdeen Ct.
   2243 – domestic, Carmell St.
Saturday, Dec. 25:
   0033 – suspicious person/vehicle, W. Columbia
   0247 – intrusion alarm, Main St.
   0510 – intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
   1044 – suicidal person, Estrada
   1152 – welfare check, Menlo Park Dr.
   2312 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belle Villa Blvd.
There were 16 traffic stops on this week’s log.

There were 217 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police last week including the following.
Sunday, Dec. 19:
   0036 – assist other dept., Jackson St.
   0041 – missing person, Outer Dr.
   0140 – disorderly, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0555 – welfare check, Timberview Ct.
   0641 – assist fire dept., W I-94/Haggerty Rd.
   1021 – disorderly, Tyler Rd.
   1159 – property damage accident, Walden Blvd. / 
Tyler Rd.
   1214 – private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd.
   1319 – malicious destruction of property, Haggerty
   1439 – civil matter, Freedom Way
   1534 – threat, Richard Run Dr.
   1627 – property damage accident, Mott/Dellor
   1628 – suspicious person/vehicle, Beckley Rd.
   1832 – civil matter, Marlowe Ave.
   1844 – breaking & entering, Parkwood Dr.
   1900 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   1918 – civil matter, Solitude Ln.
   1945 – family trouble, Bayshore Dr.
   2043 – civil matter, Savage Rd.
   2132 – assist other dept., Park Estates Dr.
   2204 – motorist assist, Belleville Rd./N. I-94 
Service Dr.
   2231 – welfare check, Arborview Ln.
Monday, Dec. 20:
   0233 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   0824 – domestic, Meadows Ct.
   1006 – found property/child, Tyler Rd.
   1029 – welfare check, Basswood Cir.
   1055 – larceny, Belleville Rd.
   1227 – fraud, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1250 – private property impound, Peachtree Ln.
   1305 – animal complaint, Belleville Police Station
   1318 – welfare check, Florence Ln.
   1319 – suspicious person/vehicle, Country Ln.
   1322 – civil matter, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1402 – ordinance violation, Country Walk Ct.
   1544 – suspicious person/vehicle, Morton Taylor 
Rd. / Van Born Rd.
   1552 – animal complaint, EB I-94/Rawsonville
   1556 – civil matter, Brookview Dr.
   1840 – property check, Belleville Rd.
   1844 – Meijer property check, Belleville Rd.
   1925 – parking complaint, Westlake Cir.
   2025 – fraud, Westlake Cir.
   2331 – unauthorized driving away of auto, S. I-94 
Service Dr.
Tuesday, Dec. 21:
   0008 – Menards property check, Belleville Rd.
   0038 – motorist assist, Barnwell Dr./Country Walk
   0235 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service
   0445 – malicious destruction of property, Liberty 
Ln.
   0850 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Haggerty Rd.
   1004 – animal complaint, Birch Dr.
   1133 – neighbor trouble, Alden Ave.
   1233 – shooting, Elwell Rd./Martz Rd.
   1341 – warrant arrest, Martz Rd.
   1351 – mental subject, Barkley St.
   1407 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1409 – misc. complaint, Beckley Rd.
   1409 – assist fire dept., Parkwood Dr.
   1420 – trespassing, Springwood Blvd.
   1711 – private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd.
   1816 – civil matter, Westlake Cir.
   1828 – larceny from auto, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   1908 – property check, Belleville Rd.
   1934 – welfare check, Meadows Ln.
   2114 – larceny, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   2212 – domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2322 – welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr.
Wednesday, Dec. 22:
   0104 – welfare check, Jackson St./Tyler Rd.
   0156 – domestic, Denton Rd.
   0335 – assist motorist, Tyler Rd./Morton Taylor
   0742 – traffic offense, Hannan Rd.
   0854 – unauthorized driving away of auto, S. I-94 
Service Dr.
   0932 – parking complaint, Haggerty Rd.
   0953 – assist other dept., Borgman Ave.
   1045 – larceny from auto, Belleville Rd.
   1251 – private property impound, Denton Rd.

   1320 – suspicious person/vehicle, Denton Rd.
   1337 – misc. complaint, Denton Rd.
   1412 – welfare check, Westlake Cir.
   1616 – malicious destruction of property, S. I-94 
Service Dr.
   1632 – misc. complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1636 – malicious destruction of property, Liberty 
Ln.
   1648 – animal complaint, Endicott St.
   1800 – private property impound, Edgedale Dr.
   1835 – suicidal person, Westlake Cir.
   1844 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. Prairiegrass Ct.
   1918 – assist citizen, Filmore St.
   2008 – assault & battery, Bog Rd.
   2055 – trespassing, Edwards Rd.
   2254 – operating while intoxicated, Rawsonville
   2333 – welfare check, Arborview Dr.
Thursday, Dec. 23:
   0647 – domestic, Lighthouse Dr.
   0707 – disorderly, Van Born Rd.
   0844 – welfare check, N. Ponderosa Trl.
   1155 – motorist assist, S. I-94 Service Dr. / 
Rawsonville Rd.
   1203 – traffic offense, N. I-94 Service Dr. / Haggerty 
Rd.
   1327 – property damage accident, Hannan/Tyler
   1341 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Grove Rd.
   1401 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   1458 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   1503 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Ecorse Rd.
   1602 – noise complaint, Parkwood Dr.
   1714 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   1751 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   1820 – welfare check, Wildrye Ct.
   1905 – property check, Belleville Rd.
   2004 – assault & battery, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2141 – traffic offense, Belleville Manor
   2214 – juvenile complaint, N. Cumberland Dr.
   2223 – suspicious person/vehicle, Country Walk 
Blvd./Freeport Ct.
   2301 – suspicious person/vehicle, Lake Pointe Blvd.
   2302 – noise complaint, Parkwood Dr.
Friday, Dec. 24:
   0329 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   0406 – animal complaint, Tyler Rd.
   0944 – misc. complaint, Filmore St.
   1159 – property damage accident, E. Huron River 
Dr./Edison Lake Rd.
   1247 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1338 – assist other dept., Westlake Cir.
   1342 – civil matter, Westlake
   1355 – property damage accident, Belleville/Tyler
   1357 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   1424 – civil matter, Cherry Lane
   1646 – weapons violation, Parkwood Dr.
   1728 – fight, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1835 – property check, Belleville Rd.
   1837 – property check, Belleville Rd.
   1850 – property check, Belleville Rd.
   1911 – domestic, Parkwood Dr.
   1949 – animal complaint, Sonrisa St.
   2011 – assist other dept., Tyler extension / Denton
   2028 – property check, Belleville Rd.
   2108 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 
Lighthouse Dr.
   2118 – welfare check, Briarcliff Dr.
   2229 – domestic, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2354 – 911 welfare check, Nautica Dr.
Saturday, Dec. 25:
   0002 – noise complaint, Lighthouse Dr.
   0125 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   0208 – suspicious person/vehicle, Westlake Cir.
   1049 – assist other dept., Estrada
   1456 – welfare check, Ecorse Rd.
   1606 – larceny from auto, Lohr
   1655 – welfare check, Ecorse Rd.
   1725 – 911 welfare check, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   1958 – Meijer property check, Belleville Rd.
   2011 – welfare check, S. Bellridge Dr.
   2019 – 911 welfare check, Parkwood Dr.
   2040 – suspicious person/vehicle, E. Walden Dr.
   2130 – welfare check, Maple Dr.
   2257 – civil matter, Belleville Rd.
   2330 – road hazard, Michigan Ave./Denton Rd.
   2334 – family trouble, Van Buren St.
Also on this week’s log are 32 traffic stops, six of 
which were on the I-94 freeway.

Sunday, Dec. 19:
   0931 – fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Fenster Ave.
   1812 – welfare check, Carriage Ln.
   1825 – traffic complaint/road hazard, Haggerty Rd. 
/ Oakville Waltz Rd.
   2115 – mental health call, 29000 bl. Martinsville
Monday, Dec. 20:
   0053 – traffic stop-flee & elude, Rustic Ln. / 
Timberlane Dr.
   1120 – 911 hang up, 40000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1135 – suspicious circumstance, 43000 bl. Willow
   1155 – fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Savage Rd.
   1237 – animal complaint, 51000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1355 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Bemis Rd.
   1402 – suspicious circumstance, 46000 bl. Bemis
   1436 – animal complaint, Alaska
   1649 – suspicious circumstance, 8100 bl. 
Rawsonville Rd.
   1720 – civil matter, Nevada St.
   1735 – fire dept. assist, 40000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2022 – suspicious circumstance, 8200 bl. 
Rawsonville Rd.
   2209 – suspicious circumstance, 47000 bl. Wear

Tuesday, Dec. 21:
   0546 – alarm, 8100 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   0629 – mental health call, 49000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1110 – welfare check, 26000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1631 – civil matter, Redwood St.
   1639 – animal complaint, 49000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1744 – family trouble, Rustic Ln.
   1910 – 911 hang up, 26000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   2145 – fire dept. assist, 24000 bl. Carleton West
Wednesday, Dec. 22:
   0515 – fire dept. assist, Arizona St.
   0632 – family trouble, Rustic Ln.
   0826 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0923 – welfare check, 26000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   0933 – fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1002 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Reed Ave.
   1257 – civil matter, Rustic Ln.
   1535 – suspicious circumstance, 45000 bl. Victoria 
Ave.
   1802 – fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
Thursday, Dec. 23:
   0033 – assist other agency, Willow/Rawsonville
   0105 – citizen assist, Arizona St.
   1214 – suspicious vehicle, Rustic Ln.
   1347 – family trouble, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1912 – follow-up investigation, Rustic Ln.
   2058 – suspicious circumstance, Montana St.
Friday, Dec. 24:
   0218 – traffic complaint/road hazard, 48000 bl. Judd 
Rd.
   0239 – fire dept. assist, 13000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1109 – 911 hang up, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1126 – family trouble, 40000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1302 – mental health call, Elwell Rd./Bemis Rd.
   1343 – mental health call, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1528 – suspicious circumstance, 20000 bl. 
Sherwood Rd.
   1551 – suspicious circumstance, Rustic Ln.
   2032 – traffic complaint/road hazard, Clark/Judd
Saturday, Dec. 25:
   0814 – welfare check, Timberlane Dr.
   1113 – 911 hang up, 13000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1321 – larceny, 22000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1605 – animal complaint, 28000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1630 – animal complaint, 18000 bl. Martinsville
   1809 – animal complaint, 19000 bl. Martinsville
   2002 – larceny, Stonecrest Dr.
Also on this week’s log are 119 patrol checks, 40 
traffic stops, and five misc. details.

VBT Police report death 
investigation at Super 8 
motel on Tuesday
   After an Independent reader reported 
seeing the Wayne County Medical 
Examiner’s vehicle parked at the Super 8 
motel just before 10 a.m. on Tuesday, Van 
Buren Township Police Detective Michael 
Long confirmed that a death investigation 
was under way.
   Det. Long said this was in response to 
a police patrol report and it was too soon 
for police to have more information to 
release. He said the information would 
come on Wednesday, which is after the 
Independent’s deadline for this week.
   The Super 8 motel, now named Super 8 
by Wyndam Belleville, is located at 45707 
S. I-94 Service Dr., next to the post office.
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SUBSCRIBE TODAY!

Name:_______________________________________
Address:____________________________________
City, State, Zip______________________________
Phone#_____________________________________
Mail to:  Belleville-Area Independent
  152 Main St., Suite 9
  Belleville, MI  48111

Just incase we have any
trouble with your order.

SUBSCRIBE

TODAY!

Having trouble finding the Belleville-Area Independent 
on the newsstands or just want to subscribe?  Fill out 
the form below and send a check for $35(in Michigan), 
$40 everywhere else in the U.S. To subscribe even 
faster, call us Monday - Friday between 9 a.m. to 4 
p.m. (local time) at (734) 699-9020. We accept almost 
all credit/debit cards. We also have gift subscriptions 
available for any occasion. Thank you!

CHARTER TOWNSHIP
OF VAN BUREN

BOARD OF TRUSTEES MEETING 
MINUTES

DECEMBER 21, 2021 
ELECTRONICALLY VIA ZOOM

Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to 
order electronically via Zoom meeting ID: 880 
599 311 54 at 4:00 p.m. Present:  Supervisor 
McNamara, Treasurer Budd, Clerk Wright, 
Trustee Martin and Trustee Miller. Absent 
Excused: Trustee Frazier. Late arrival: Trustee 
Boynton (4:15 p.m.). Others participating, 
facilitating and monitoring the meeting: 
Secretary Beaudry, Deputy Supervisor Selman, 
Director of Community Services Renaud and a 
maximum audience of eleven (11). 
CLOSED SESSION: Budd moved; Miller 
seconded to go into closed session at 4:03 p.m. 
pursuant to MCL 15.268 (h) To consider the 
contents of an attorney-client communication 
and pursuant to MCL 15.268 (c) To discuss 
the strategy and negotiations of the MAFF 
collective bargaining agreement. Roll Call Vote: 
Yeas: McNamara, Budd, Wright, Martin and 
Miller. Absent/Excused: Frazier and Boynton. 
Motion Carried.   
Wright moved, Martin seconded to reconvene 
the meeting at 4:54 p.m. Roll Call Vote: Yeas: 
McNamara, Budd, Wright, Boynton, Martin 
and Miller. Absent/Excused: Frazier.  Motion 
Carried. 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE 
AGENDA: Supervisor McNamara outlined the 
items appearing on the agenda. 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Wright 
moved; Miller seconded to approve the agenda. 
Roll Call Vote. Yeas: McNamara, Budd, Wright, 
Boynton, Martin and Miller. Absent/Excused: 
Frazier. Motion Carried.
ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA:  
Miller moved, Boynton seconded to approve 
the Consent Agenda:  Board Meeting Minutes 
of December 7, 2021, Prepaid List of December 
9, 2021, Prepaid List of December 16, 2021, 
Voucher List of December 21, 2021 and 

Approval of the attorney recommendation 
provided in the attorney-client communication. 
Roll Call Vote. Yeas: McNamara, Budd, Wright, 
Boynton, Martin and Miller. Absent/Excused: 
Frazier. Motion Carried.
PUBLIC HEARING: None.
C O R R E S P O N D E N C E /
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 
The Treasurer’s office will be open on December 
30, 2021 from 9 a.m. until 3 p.m. to receive tax 
payments, the Township Administrative offices 
will be closed December 24, 2021 until January 
4, 2022 per AFSCME negotiations, the assessing 
department passed their AMAR certification 5 
year review and the Van Buren Township Police 
Department completed an audit to receive their 
Michigan Law Enforcement Accreditation 
which is the highest accreditation a Michigan 
police department can be awarded.
PUBLIC COMMENT (Unfinished and New 
Business): None.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: The Board 
discussed the return of in-person meetings 
starting in 2022. 
NEW BUSINESS: Miller moved; Wright 
seconded to approve Resolution 2021-33: To 
Designate Funds for the Van Buren Township 
Community Center. Roll Call Vote. Yeas: 
McNamara, Budd, Wright, Boynton, Martin 
and Miller. Absent/Excused: Frazier. Motion 
Carried.
REPORTS: None.
PUBLIC COMMENT NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS: None.
BOARD COMMENT NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS: The Board wished residents a Merry 
Christmas and a happy and safe New Year 
and longtime building inspector Judy Fields 
is retiring and will be honored with a staff 
luncheon. 
ADJOURNMENT: Boynton moved; Martin 
seconded to adjourn at 5:07 p.m. Motion 
Carried.
Leon Wright, Township Clerk
Kevin McNamara, Supervisor
Published: December 30, 2021

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

   Van Buren Township Clerk Leon Wright’s 
office recently conducted its ninth-annual 
community outreach program, which 
seeks to link children with needed school 
supplies.
   He visited Tyler, Rawsonville, Savage, 
and Edgemont elementary schools, 
Haggerty Early Childhood Development 
Center, Owen Intermediate School and 
McBride Middle School.
   Established by Clerk Wright, the program 
started as a coat donation drive and 
fundraiser that impacted a small, limited 
number of children and has grown into a 
yearly initiative that impacts families and 
their children throughout the township.    
   “Over the years, this program has 
raised money for a wide array of items 
for Van Buren Township-based families 
and children,” said Clerk Leon Wright. 
“This year, we considered the fact that 
schoolteachers often buy supplies out of 
their own pockets for their students and 
decided we would focus on making sure 

VBT Clerk Leon Wright connects 
children with needed school supplies

we would use donated funds to purchase 
markers, pens, pencils and various other 
classroom items. It really felt good to get 
these school supplies into the hands of 
these kids.” 
   A main catalyst for program growth has 
been the support of an ever-broadening list 
of community, business, and individual 
sponsors, he said.  This year’s sponsors 
included US Ecology, Waste Management, 
McKenna & Associates, Belleville Square 
Holdings/Mark Canvasser, Atchinson 
Ford, Fischbeck Engineering, CMDA, 
Wade Trim Engineering, Michael Brown 
and Mary J. Lore, IBEX Insurance, Carlito 
Young, Trustee Kevin Martin, and Trustee 
Reggie Miller.
   Clerk office staffers Brittany Beaudry 
and Donae Hubbard accompanied Wright 
as they made strategic visits to schools to 
drop off the supplies to happy students and 
faculty. 
   “So many amazing people are involved 
with this initiative,” said Wright.  “Without 

the sponsors, the program would not be 
possible, and without my staff nothing 
would get done. We were able to raise 
$6,000 dollars through the sponsors 
this year, an all-time high. And my staff 
coordinated calling the schools, scheduling 
the orders and visits. I am so appreciative 
of everyone’s dedication and commitment 
to positively impacting the lives of these 
students.” 
   Clerk Wright said he sees more growth, 
expansion and even greater community 
engagement opportunities for the program 
moving forward.  
   “I would love to see this program grow 
into a mechanism that enables us to give 
back all year round,” said Wright. “It’s 
a wonderful venture that makes me feel 
good. We are well into the holiday season, 
and what better way to capture the spirit 
of the holidays than by giving back and 
making a difference. It feels great to be 
part of a solution and this program is one 
of the best things I’m blessed to be a part of 
because it solves problems and gets things 
done.”  

   To learn more about the clerk’s 
community outreach initiative, visit www.
vanburen-mi.org .

Press release by Christopher Campbell
Van Buren Township

Communications Specialist

Photo by Michael Japowicz, Van Buren Township

Josh Bryan Rigor to 
represent U.S. in World 
Games in Austria
   Josh Bryan Rigor, a basketball student-
athlete from Belleville High School, has 
been selected by Student Athletic World to 
represent the United States in the United 
World Games, an international sporting 
competition to be held in Klagenfurt, 
Austria, June 13-22, 2022.
   The event is an Olympic-style youth 
sports event with teams in many sports 
from all over the world. Previous events 
hosted over 12,000 athletes in 15 sports 
from more than 50 countries and five 
continents.
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BELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKE

VACANT RAWSONVILLE 2.6 AC $95,000
VACANT VENETIAN 1/2 ACRE LOT $60,000
VACANT LOUISA “DREAM LOT” $70,000

7 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS
AND MARTINSVILLE. PRICED $50,000
TO $60,000 EACH. BUILD YOUR DREAM

41530 SAVAGE 30AC VAN BUREN $349,999

44194 ROBSON,VAN BUREN.81AC $44,000

HURON TWP VAC CLARK .74 AC $40,000
HURON TWP VAC ASH .87 ACRES $55,000

HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN $70,000

BELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKE

00000 SUMPTER 243X687 3.63 AC $40,000 WILLIS SUMPTER 1.14 ACRES $45,000 10 AC BUNTON YPSILANTI TWP $155,000

COMMERCIAL CORNER OFECORSE &
WAYNE ROMULUS 4.27ACRES $650,000

GLENN SILVENIS
www.MrSold.com

418Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000

Office (734) 699-4000email: mrsold@mrsold.com
website: mrsold.com

CROSSROADS III

ONE 12+ ACRE PARCELAT $120,000 NEAR
CORNER WEAR AND HAGGERTY

BELLEVILLE LAKE****BELLEVILLE
LAKE

BELLEVILLE LAKE****BELLEVILLE
LAKE

BELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKE****BELLEVILLE
LAKE

WAYNE RD COM ZONE 1.48 AC $149,000 KARR RD 10 ACRES 663 FRONT $100,000
KARR RD 20 ACRES ZONED AG $200,000TORREY 2.48 AC PERC +SURVEY $39,000

HURON TWP VAC CLARK 1.14 AC $50,000

BELLEVILLE LAKE

12753MYSTICFOREST,PLYMOUTHTWP

21464 CLARK CORNER OF JUDD $180,000
OR FOUR 2.2 ACRE SITES AT $45,000 EACH

BELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKECOUNTRY LIVING 1.78 ACRES

43004 JUDD SUMPTERTOWNSHIP

6 ACRES & 5 BEDROOMS

LARGE HOME with Premuim Lafada Kitchen,
Hardwood Floors, Granite, Ceramic and Quarry
Tile Baths. 5 Bedrooms, 3 1/2 Baths, New Roof-
2020 and 90+ Furnace. 2 1/2 carGarage. $450,000

10479 BEMIS, YPSILANTI TOWNSHIP
LARGE 3 Bedroom 2 Bath Ranch inVan Buren
Estates. 1,527 Square Feet, Newer Central Air.
Huge 2 1/2 Car +Garage. Big FencedYard, Great
Neighborhood and Priced to Sell at $210,000

10955 BUCHANAN, VAN BUREN

1,527 SQ FT FENCEDYARD

THEVERYBESTOFEVERYTHING! 4Bed-
rooms, 4 1/2 Baths, 5 Fireplaces, Inground Pool,
4 Car Garage with Privacy and Gated Access on
2.2 Acres. Sold in December 2021 at $1,850,000

MOSTAFFORDABLE

IT'SCOUNTRY LIVING at an Affordable Price.
2 Bedroom (possible 3) and 1 Bath, Updated
Kitchen, Updated Bath and NewMetal Roof. 1.78
Acres on Paved Street,2 1/2 Car Garage $179,900

1705 LONDON, LINCOLN PARK

545HIGH STREET, BELLEVILLE 254 E HURONRIVERDR, BELLEVILLE
EXPERIENCEUNDISTURBEDLAKESIDE
MORNINGS. Updated 3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath
Home. Living Room w/Fireplace, Hardwood
Floors, Full Basement 2 1/2 Car Garage $349,900

BELLEVILLERESIDENTIALLOTS 3LOTS
ONE PRICE. TOTALING .41 ACRES WITH
CITYWATERANDSEWERATSTREET. SIDE-
WALKS IN AND SOME VIEWS OF
BELLEVILLE LAKE $60,000

AMost Affordable Lincoln Park Home.. 3 Bed-
rooms, 1 1/2 Baths and Partially Finished Base-
ment. 12x18 Three Seasons Room, Large 2 1/2
Car Detached Garage Double Lot $119,500

47677 N SHORE , VAN BUREN
5,920 SQUARE FOOT Belleville Lake Estate. 3
Br, 31/2 Ba, 1st Fl Master, Library, Fireplace,
Sunroom, Basement. 200 Ft Lakefront, 1 Acre. One
of the Finest Parcels Available $1,050,000.

ENJOYBELLEVILLE LAKE NEW LISTING NEW LISTING

EXPERIENCEUNDISTURBEDLAKESIDE
MORNINGS. Updated 3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath
Home. Living Room w/Fireplace, Hardwood
Floors, Full Basement 2 1/2 Car Garage $349,900

CITY OF BELLEVILLE 3 Bedrooms 1 Bath
home with Living Room, Family Room, Dining
Room and Basement. Large Yard with 2 Car Ga-
rage. Great Huron River Dr Location $165,000

COUNTRY LIVING ON ALMOST TWO
ACRES. 3Bedrooms, 1 1/2 Baths, Fireplace, New
Roof 2018, 1,844 SF, Entertainment Room18x36
Coverd Patio City Water and Sewer $300,000

LOTS TO SEE! Large 1,854 SqFt Ranch with
New Carpet & Floor Coverings, Open Kitchen,
Fireplace, Sun Room, 2 1/2 Car Attached Ga-
rage, Pole Barn, Paved Street &More. $269,900

14081 LENMOORE, VAN BUREN TWP

9000OAKVILLEWALTZ,AUGUSTATWP

NEW LISTING

4BEDROOMS 4 1/2 BATHS

JUSTSOLD

Top 1% ofAll Realtors in the
US 2015 -2020 Real Trends
Prior #1, #2 and #3 RE/MAX
Agent SoutheasternMichigan
MayorCity of Belleville
1987-1995

DO NOT BE OVERCHARGED - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES - NO COMPLIANCE FEES - NO JUNK FEES


