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School Board to cancel 
May millage election
   On Monday, the Van Buren Public Schools Board of 
Education set a special meeting for 7 p.m. Wednesday, 
Feb. 10, at the school administration building.
   The purpose of the meeting was to rescind action that set 
an election in May to renew the 18 mills non-homestead 
property tax, which is expiring.
   Van Buren Township Clerk Leon Wright said the school 
millage was the only question on that ballot, so now the 
May election is cancelled.
   The agenda calls for the board to go into closed-door 
session at the beginning of the meeting and then vote on 
the election. Nothing else was on the agenda, but there was 
room for public comment.
   On Thursday, Feb. 11, School Supt. Michael Van Tassel 
set up a Tele-Town Hall meeting with three unnamed 
school board members where people are asked to register 
on line for the 7 p.m. session by providing their name and 
phone number. Those registering are to receive a call and 
be automatically connected to the Town Hall. Log on to 
www.vanburenschools.net and click on Tele-Town Hall 
Meeting to register.
   In his letter on the home page Supt. Van Tassel said the 
Tele-Town Hall was set, “To accommodate busy schedules 
that often make it difficult for some to attend evening 
meetings…”
   Also, a regular school board meeting has been set for 7 
p.m., Monday, Feb. 22, at the BHS cafeteria to replace the 
Feb. 1 meeting that was cancelled because a quorum was 
not available to meet.

Supt. drops complaint 
against board member 

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Van Buren Township Public Schools Supt. Michael Van 
Tassel filed an assault complaint against school board 
member Sherry Frazier on Thursday afternoon, Feb. 28, 
after she had a loud meeting with him at the administration 
building.
   Then, a week later, on Feb. 4, Supt. Van Tassel told 
Belleville Police that he would not pursue the charge.
   “He decided he didn’t want to push the incident further,” 
said Belleville Police Chief Hal Berriman.
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Made you look! Start
advertising in the 

Belleville-Area
Independent today and 
get noticed too. Home 
of the buy 3 ads, get 1 
free. Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych 

at 734-699-9020 today!

BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

´ CHIMNEYS BUILT -
     REPAIRED & CLEANED

´ SCREENS INSTALLED

´ TUCK POINTING

´ ROOFING & GUTTERS

´ RESIDENTIAL

´ COMMERCIAL

´ VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED • INSURED

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

Enroll in Our Summer Program

Belleville 
Child Care

For children ages 22 to 12 years.
We offer:
   Pre-School
   2 Directors
  We Accept DHS
  No Registration Fee

38 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.
Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

734-697-4523
41505 S. I-94 Service Drive
Belleville, Michigan 48111

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

Advertise Today!
Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE!
Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych Today! 734-699-9020

60 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
Open 7 Days 6am – 11pm • (734) 697-3033

SAM’S PLACE
FAMILY DINING

BAI

• Try Our Delicious Homemade Stir Frys,
   Greek Salads, Stuffed Cabbage,
   Perogies & Other Polish Combos
• All You Can Eat Fish  – $9.99 Everyday
• Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person

BAI

BAI

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person
Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 

Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 2/29/2016

Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 
Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 2/29/2016

$5 OFF
From 11am – 10pm Everyday
Any Purchase of $25 or More
Dine-in only. With coupon. Not valid with 

any other offer. One coupon per visit. One 
coupon per table. Expires 2/29/2016

10% OFF
Minimum $4.50 Purchase

Entire
Bill

BAI

Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may 
not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 2/29/2016

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass
Motorcycle

& Watercraft
734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

James Chudzinski
Owner
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

SETH SAYS:
“When it snows, 

build a snowman. 
But my Daddy 

says,
Drive Safely!”



Page 2� Belleville Area Independent/February 11, 2016February 11, 2016/Belleville Area Independent� Page 3

SECOND FRONT PAGE

(continued on page 14)

(continued from page 1)

Teachers (continued)



Page 4� Belleville Area Independent/February 11, 2016February 11, 2016/Belleville Area Independent� Page 5

O  P  I  N  I  O  N  S
EXTRA THINGS I KNOW       ...By Rosemary K. Otzman

152 Main St., Suite 9, 
Belleville, MI  48111
734-699-9020

FAX 734-699-8962
Established Dec. 3, 1994          First Edition Jan. 5, 1995

The Belleville-Area Independent is a free, weekly newspaper 
published each Thursday in Belleville, MI.

Editor: Rosemary K. Otzman
Home phone (no ads, please!): 697-8290

Advertising Manager: Bob Mytych
Sports Editor: Bob Mytych

Bookkeeper: James Otzman
Production Manager: James Otzman

Office Manager: Janet Millard
Business Manager: Gerald McKelvey

Editorial Cartoonist: Bob Mytych

Belleville Area Independent™ is a Trademark and
is registered with the United States Patent and 

Trademark Office, Reg. No. 3,751,670
Belleville Area Independent Holding Company, LLC

(Michigan Limited Liability Company)

The Independent is owned and operated by 
a Michigan Limited Liability Company made up of 

members of this community.

Member: Michigan Press Association

Entire contents of this paper is 
Copyrighted © 2016 - All rights reserved.

This paper is available free at sites throughout the 
community. To get the Independent delivered by 
mail, cost is $30 per year for postage, Outside of 
Michigan - $35 per year, outside of the USA - call.
Also available free to download on our website.

Deadline for news & ads is Noon of every Monday. 
Deadline for ads 1/2 page or smaller is Noon Monday, 

and all advertising larger than 1/2 page is Noon 
Friday, with the exception of certain holiday weeks. 

Classified ad deadline is Noon of every Tuesday.

www.bellevilleareaindependent.com
mail@bellevilleareaindependent.com

   I tried to contact Van Buren School 
Board President Brent Mikulski by phone 
to find out when he was going to set the 
February school board meeting, since the 
Feb. 1 meeting was cancelled for a lack of 
quorum.
   Well, he didn’t return my phone message, 
although he has repeatedly encouraged me 
to call him for information.
   I emailed him to ask about the February 
meeting and he did respond. He said he 
was currently discussing options with 
“Superintendent, Administration Staff, and 
Board Trustees.”
   When I suggested Feb. 8 as a good day, 
since no other municipalities had a meeting 
that day, he said he was not available that 
day.
   In a return email, I responded that he 
doesn’t have to be there, only a quorum of 
four. Hopefully everybody is feeling better 
now. I pointed out the board had bills to 
pay and three employees who wanted their 
resignations accepted.
   He did not respond to that email.
   Later, our office got word that a special 
meeting would be held Wednesday, with 
just the election on the agenda. Then, a 
Tele-Town Hall on Thursday, Feb. 11, and 
then a regular meeting on Feb. 22. Finally, 
they have set their February meeting. Hope 
a quorum stays well until then.

***
   Belleville Police Chief Hal Berriman 
said a large funeral procession came up 
Rawsonville Road and the South I-94 
Service Drive to Hillside Cemetery last 
Thursday. At around Rawsonville and the 
Service Drive, they put the casket on a 
horse-drawn wagon and it came the rest of 

the way to the cemetery by horse.
   Chief Berriman said the horse was 
beautiful and a lot of phone pictures were 
taken of him.

***
   In checking state prisoner Tom 
White’s listing on the Offender Tracking 
Information System (OTIS), we see that 
his soonest release date now is 2020. In 
December it was 2021, and that was down 
from what it was when he was sentenced.
   White is a disbarred attorney who 
practiced for 20 years in an office on Main 
Street, across from city hall.
   He’s obviously been a very good boy in 
prison and should be out in just a couple of 
years. That’s for 20 felonies played out on 
the people of Belleville. He’s currently at 
Kinross Correctional Facility.
   There are many who think when White 
gets out he will gather up all the stolen 
money he has socked away somewhere 
and be off to a life of luxury. He told police 
he gambled it all away, but there is no 
evidence of that anywhere.

***
   On Fat Tuesday, Congresswoman Debbie 
Dingell’s aide brought over a big box of 
paczki. In the accompanying letter, she 
pointed out the Dingell family emigrated to 
the United States from Poland and Paczki 
Day is a Polish celebration of Fat Tuesday, 
the last chance to indulge before the fasting 
days of Lent.
   “As a proud Dingell, this is a tradition I 

want to keep with my friends on a day that 
everyone is an honorary member of the 
Polish community,” she wrote.
   She said her husband John and his 
father “both believed our country is at its 
strongest when we work together and they 
knew the importance 
of understanding other 
cultures and how that 
understanding pulls us 
together as a broader 
community.”
   She said with 
the paczki she is 
encouraging all of us to remember that “we 
are stronger when we work together … and 
when we focus on what unites us instead of 
what divides us…”
   And, that’s what our community is trying 
to do now with the urgent school crisis.

***
   I was trying to explain to someone that 
the acclaimed Keystone Charter Academy 
Principal Keturah Godfrey is a Belleville 
girl. Her maiden name was Dobbs and she 
graduated with the BHS Class of 1995. Her 
mom, Liz Dobbs, is an active member of 
the Belleville Area Council for the Arts 
and a talented artist, especially in pencil 
drawings. And, Keturah’s daughter Lily 
Godfrey also is an artist and won a first 
place in a recent Belleville Area Council 
for the Arts community art show.

***

Editorial

Sumpter Police 
Chief retires, Fire 
Chief on leave
   Sumpter Township Police Chief 
James Pierce, Jr. has retired as of Feb. 
9. His request to retire was a part of the 
Supervisor’s report at Tuesday’s regular 
Sumpter Township meeting.
   Pierce has been chief for almost 13 years 
and board members praised his work in 
putting together a professional department 
and his commitment to being present at 
any public event in the township.
   “The chief was always there,” said 
Supervisor John Morgan.
   After accepting his letter of retirement 
the board appointed Captain Eric Luke as 
interim chief.
   Then the board approved a letter of 
understanding with MAFF, the fire 
department union, that lays out the details 
of Fire Chief Joe Januszyk’s 8-month leave 
of absence to go to school full time for his 
chief’s position. Deputy Chief Rick Brown 
will be interim chief during the chief’s 
absence, will get the chief’s pay, and then 
will return to the union once the chief 
comes back.
   The resignations of Chris Hamm from the 
planning commission and fire department 
also were accepted, with regrets, and 
Donald LaPorte, Jr. was reinstated in 
the fire department after a short leave of 
absence to prepare for his public safety 
officer’s position in Farmington. Lots of 
shuffling around in Sumpter Township 
these days.



Page 4� Belleville Area Independent/February 11, 2016February 11, 2016/Belleville Area Independent� Page 5

Letters

(continued on page 6)

Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Leonardo Da Vinci

“Learning is the only thing the mind never 
exhausts, never fears, never regrets.”

Pleasing You, Pleases Us

734-325-7799
Members & Qualified Guests

Belleville Family Center # 934
45476 Harris Road
Belleville, MI 48111
bellevillemoose.com

moose934@yahoo.com

Weekday & Weekend Rates

Bartending Service Provided -
Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff!

Free Wi-Fi Hotspot!

Loyal Order of Moose • Women of the Moose • Moose Legion

The Family Fraternity

“Progress is impossible without change, 
and those who cannot change their 
minds cannot change anything.”

– George Bernard Shaw

To Supt. Van Tassel: 
Best solution is to resign
Superintendent Van Tassel,
   The majority of the current school 
board members appear to be incapable of 
addressing the issues that are obviously a 
direct result of the implementation of your 
personal micro-management technique, 
along with your complete lack of people 
skills.
   And, because teachers have little recourse 
other than quitting and going to other school 
districts to teach, perhaps the best solution 
would be for you to resign immediately 
and save this community any further 
embarrassment and our children from having 
to endure any more unnecessary anxiety.  
   This question of whether or not several 
teachers may have influenced the results of 
a state-mandated testing procedure and the 
handling of the so-called “investigation” is 
certainly relevant to the overall problem that 
has surfaced time and again since you were 
selected to be superintendent.
   It’s the measure of a person’s ability to 
solve problems that determines the outcome 
of every conflict and you appear to have no 
ability whatsoever; as was observed during 
the previous January School Board Meeting 
wherein you refused to participate in any 
dialog with the angry parents and teachers 
who demanded detailed explanation of your 
behavior.
   Whether or not your personality is 
skewered in some way I don’t know, but it 
can’t be that over 167 teachers who have 
retired, resigned, or have been fired on your 
watch are all to blame! You seem to have 
the character flaws of a person who is both 
obnoxious and arrogant while delegating 
your authority, how else can you explain 
your tendencies?   The point is that you 
could have dealt better with the problem that 
you perceived to be “cheating,” but instead 
you had to make a major public display 
of disciplinary action and ridicule of our 
teachers.
   As is your habit, I suppose you can’t direct 
anyone under your authority to answer my 
previous correspondence to you, so I won’t 
await a reply to this email either. Perhaps 
you can understand that most of the current 
school board will not be re-elected and your 
tenure is going to be short-lived regardless 
of the current dilemma you have caused.
   I don’t suggest that you “fall on your 
sword,” so to speak, but it would be 
considerably righteous of you to quietly 
leave your office immediately, with a letter 
of resignation taped to the door, and never 
return to this school district.
CeJay Marshall
Van Buren Public School District taxpayer

Those 5 Savage teachers 
are the best of the best
To the Editor:
   My intentions were to make my feelings 
and opinions known to our Board of 
Education last Monday evening; but, 
however, the “sick out” occurred.
   I’ve had another week to think about my 
feelings and opinions, and they’re still the 
same, so …
   I began teaching in Van Buren in January 
1968. I have taught for 36 years and still 
volunteer in classrooms. One doesn’t have 
all this people experience to then become 
a poor judge of character. I am here to 
publicly testify to the impeccable character 
qualities of our five accused teachers.
   I am so immersed in sadness right now 
that my former colleagues are being 
accused of cheating. I’ve known these 
young people since the beginning of their 
careers. In fact, one of the teachers I had 
in sixth grade at South, who eventually 
did student teaching with me, and then we 
team-taught together.
   Another I had in fourth grade at Edgemont, 
who also became a team teacher with me. 
Two of the other accused teachers taught 
at Savage, one of which attended Savage 
as a student when she was a little girl, and 
the last of the five I’ve known through her 
child being in the gifted program.
   I’ve know all five of these young teachers 
for a very long time. They all have a fine 
worth ethic; they enjoy kids and they love 
what they do. They didn’t have to cheat to 
succeed as students and they don’t have to 
cheat to succeed as teachers.
   They are moral, positive, kind, honest, 
hard-working, loving people. This 
traumatic, humiliating experience will 
leave an emotional scar on every one of 
our five teachers; however, I know all of 
them, as well as their families; they will 
survive and prevail. They all have a wife 
or husband; they all have children of their 
own. They all have a soft place to fall. They 
all will be OK … in time.
   The question that keeps haunting me 
is … why? Why would our five teachers 
jeopardize their careers and the kids they 
love … for a state test?
   I was at Savage for 22 years, so I saw 
our accused teachers start their careers. We 
seasoned teachers watched out for our new 
graduates. We gave them tips for classroom 
management, and they kept us current. All 
five of these teachers became loved by 
their students and our staff. Now, however, 
they will be scarred forever by this horrible 
situation. I taught with them way too 
long to ever believe their great character 
qualities would cheat on anything.
   I believe so much in the innocence of 
these teachers that I’m putting my own 
reputation on the line. Based on all five 
of our teachers’ past performances, none 
of them deserve this public humiliation. 
Teachers aren’t perfect, but these teachers 
are the essence of hard-working, educated, 
moral and kind human beings that have 
always strived to do what’s best for kids. 
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Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 6:30pm • Children/Teen/College & Career - 7:00pm
                         Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:15pm (Fall through Spring)
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

VISIT WWW.FRIENDSOFMICHIGAN.ORG 
TO ADOPT, DONATE, AND VOLUNTEER!

WE’RE A/C & TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS!

Thurs. Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone (734) 699-6147   Cell (734) 740-1910

LIBERTY GOSPEL CHURCH
105 N. LIBERTY, BELLEVILLE

Worship in
Spirit & Truth.

HTTP://LIBERTYGOSPELCHURCH.ORG

Sunday Worship  - 10 a.m.
Read John 3:16 & Acts 2:4
Pastor Bernie Travis

(continued from page 5)

More Letters

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

(734) 699-3185

409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 697-1211

▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
stanthonybelleville.weconnect.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

LICENSED
INSURED

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 37 YEARS

PHONE 734-476-1098

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

“Real Estate with Real Service”

They don’t have to cheat to accomplish 
this! They are the best of the best.
   Something’s not right. Again, the question 
that still keeps nagging at me is: Why … 
why would these fine teachers jeopardize 
a career they’ve chosen and the kids they 
love for a state test? It does not make sense 
to me. Something’s not right.

Educationally yours,
Evelyn M. Larabell

Outsider view of
School Supt. Van Tassel
To the Editor:
Outsider view of Van Tassel:
   I did not go to Van Buren schools. However, 
I work within Van Buren and am friends with 
staff and students within the district.
   I started to be familiar with Van Tassel 
in 2012. I was astonished on how kids 
within the district knew their 
superintendent’s name and how they knew 
at that point they didn’t like him.
   Over the past four years I have 
seen Van Tassel take over more and more 
control. Covering up the assault that happened 
in the football team this Fall and calling it a 
“wedgie.” He has disregarded emergency 
respondents request to evacuate McBride 
after the bomb threat and put those students 
lives at risk.
   He has hidden a gun threat. He controls his 

staff by fear. They are scared for their jobs, 
their livelihood. They are scared that if they 
stand up that he will target them, like he has 
targeted many others. He will mark them 
ineffective, he will make their jobs harder, 
until they quit or he finds a way to get rid 
of them.
   This is exactly what happened at Savage, 
a scare tactic. Children were questioned 
without parental consent or advocates. The 
results of the findings are being withheld 

from the public.
   The teachers are so scared of him 
that they are afraid to even approach 
the school board in fear of him finding 
out. They no longer see teaching as 
a passion but as how many years 
left they have to put in until retirement.
   Fun is not allowed in the 
classroom anymore. As an Eastern 
Michigan University student I have 
many friends going into the teaching field. All 

of which refuse to go to Van Buren schools 
due to the distaste and fear of Van Tassel.
   Why does one man have so much power 
over individuals’ lives and livelihood? 
He is power hungry and we need to 
regain some of the power back. The 
issues will not stop until Van Tassel is fired.

Anonymous
To protect the teachers I talk to
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(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager   Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

James L. Higgerson / Manager           Beverly E. Neal / Director

HIGGERSON & NEAL
Funeral Home

Roberts Brothers Chapel

209 Main St. Belleville, MI 48111

(734) 697-9400

Professional, Affordable
Full Service Funeral Home

www.hnfhome.com
Continuing an 83 year Belleville Tradition Since 1932

Ypsilanti
(734) 482-6000
Sumpter Twp.

(734) 699-6000
www.janowiakfuneralhome.com

Simplified Cremation
$1,695

Includes arrangement conference, 
local transportation, crematory, 

cremation container, website 
obituary and video tribute.

Does not include medical examiner
cremation fee, taxes, or 

certified death certificates.

Let Us Help.

EDWARD JOHN JOHNSON
(December 23, 1941 – January 28, 2016)
Edward John Johnson, age 74, of Belleville 
was born on December 23, 1941 in Crummies, 
Kentucky,  son of Alma (Norris) Rich and 
Estell Johnson. He retired from Ford Motor Co. 
Rawsonville Plant and was a member of UAW 
local 898. He proudly served in the US Army 
in Vietnam and was honorably discharged. 
Ed was an avid outdoorsman and fall was his 
favorite season. He loved the Great Lakes and 
spent much of his time boating and fishing on 
them. He also enjoyed riding his Harley, bow 
& rifle hunting, watching football, ice fishing, 
playing his special numbers in the lottery, 
cutting firewood and spending time with his 
family & friends. If you met Ed, he always left 
an impression. He liked to joke around and was 
definitely one of a kind.
He is survived by his children, Terri (Cleve) 
Griffin, Julie Johnson Willard, Edward G. 
Johnson, Heather (Robert) Kecskes, Amber 
Johnson and 10 grandchildren. He is also 
survived by his sisters; Barbara (Jim) Green, 
Nettie Smith, Lora Riopelle and Jenell Dusseau. 
He is preceded in death by his mother Alma 
Rich, his father Estell Johnson, his step-father 
Norbert Rich and his brothers-in-law Albert 
Dusseau, Sherman Smith and Thomas Fritz.
Cremation Rites have been accorded. A private 
burial service was held at Highland Cemetery 
in Ypsilanti.
Arrangements have been entrusted to the 
Higgerson & Neal Funeral Home, 209 Main St., 
Belleville. 734-697-9400.
www.hnfhome.com 

Edward John Johnson

MARJORIE (CARR-SARGENT) GUSTER
(December 30, 1923 – January 28, 2016)
In Joyful Memory of Our Beloved Mother 
Marjorie, a Memorial Service was held on 
Saturday, February 6, 2016 at Isom Memorial 
CME Church, Sumpter. Pastor Reverend Prince 
A. Williams officiated.
Marjorie was a diligent and exemplary mother. 
With her husband Cleo Guster (deceased 2003) 
she provided for her family working primarily 
in the medical arena. After retirement, she 
expanded her care-giving to the Sumpter 
community and her church family. In her 
memory contributions to the Alzheimer’s 
Foundation would be greatly appreciated.

Marjorie Guster

CARLIN ‘SUE’ BARKER
(May 6, 1938 – February 7, 2016)
Carlin “Sue” Barker, age 77, of Belleville 
passed away Sunday, February 7, 2016 at home 
surrounded by her loving family.
She was born May 6, 1938 in Haysi, VA, the 
daughter of Henry Taylor and Mollie (Counts) 
Viers. On May 13, 1961, she married Elbert 
“Woody” Barker and he survives.
Sue was a longtime member of Belleville Free 
Will Baptist Church. She loved cooking Sunday 
dinners for her family, gardening, quilting, the 
outdoors and fishing.
In addition to her loving husband of almost 55 
years, survivors include two children, Pamela 
(Ronnie) Adams and Brian (Sue) Barker; three 
grandchildren, Kimberly Coleman, Matthew 
(Jennifer) Adams and Chelsea Barker; two great-
grandchildren, Wyatt and Paislynn Adams; one 
sister Kelsie Poe; two brothers, Fred Viers and 
Luther (Darlene) Viers; and a host of nieces 
and nephews. She was preceded in death by her 
parents, five brothers and two sisters.
There was a prayer service 11 a.m. Wednesday, 
February 10, 2016 at Stark Funeral Service with 
Pastor Walker Harris officiating. Contributions 
in her memory may be made to the National 
Marfan Syndrome. Envelopes are available at 
the funeral home where visitation was 5-9 p.m. 
Tuesday. The funeral service and burial will 
be handled by W. L. Pruitt Funeral Home in 
Hustonville, KY. Please sign her guest book at 
www.starkfuneral.com .  

Carlin “Sue” Barker

AARON BLAINE HOLDAMPF
(February 3, 2016 – February 3, 2016)
Aaron Blaine Holdampf, expected son of 
Glen Alan & Stephanie Lynn (Dunkelberger) 
Holdampf, passed away February 3, 2016 at St. 
Joseph Mercy Hospital, Ann Arbor, MI.
He is survived by his parents Glen & Stephanie 
Holdampf of Van Buren Township, MI; 
grandparents Clifford Holdampf of Farmington 
Hills, MI, Jill & Dave Yob of Belleville, MI 
and Randy Dunkelberger of Belleville; great-
grandparents Carl Holdampf of Novi, MI 
and Dee & Fred Aebersold of Beverly Hills, 
MI; aunts Tara (Steve) Holdampf of Atlanta, 
Georgia and Nicole Dunkelberger of Belleville; 
uncle Dale Holdampf of Farmington Hills; also 
numerous cousins and extended family.
A memorial service is being planned and will 
be announced at a later date. Arrangements 
entrusted to David C. Brown Funeral Home, 
Belleville, MI (734) 697-4500.
   Memorial contributions may be made to the 
family and would be appreciated. Please sign 
Aaron’s on-line guest book and share some 
words of encouragement for his parents at this 
sad time at www.davidcbrownfh.com .
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841 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

Phone (734) 732-4554
or (734) 252-2100

LOCATED IN BELLE PLAZA

GUARANTEED ACCURACY!
MAXIMUM REFUND!

HERE WHEN YOU NEED US!

• SEWING

• ALTERING

• MENDING

Una’s Golden
Thread Shoppe

(734) 753-5873

KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

OPEN: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3

Obituaries

CALLIE FRANCES LONG
(November 14, 1928 – February 1, 2016)
Callie Frances Long, age 87, of Van Buren 
Township, MI, passed away Monday, February 
1, 2016 at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital, Ann 
Arbor, MI. She was born November 14, 1928 in 
South Tunnel, Tennessee, daughter of Ira Glenn 
& Fanny Louise (Brazzel) Taylor.
Callie was a long-time Belleville area resident. 
She attained a four-year degree and was a 
Registered Nurse at the former Belleville 
Hospital for many years before retiring. She was 
a very active member of Ridge Road Church 
of Christ, Ypsilanti. She enjoyed gardening, 
sewing, and loved spending time with her 
family, especially her grandkids.
Mrs. Long is survived by her six children; 
Marvin (Kay) Long, Jr., David (Debbie) Long, 
Denise Bone, Michael (Carrie) Long, Cynthia 
(Paul) Henning and Sandra (Steve) Mueller; 
19 grandchildren; 14 great-grandchildren; five 
siblings Katherine Haynes, Kenneth Taylor, 
Carolyn Goldsmith, Delores Gail Lopez and 
Joseph Taylor; also survived by many other 
family and friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents, 
husband Marvin Long, Sr. in 2007, two sisters 
Margaret Johnson and Mable Franklin, also two 
brothers Harold and Gordon Taylor.
Visitation was 2-8 PM Thursday, February 4, 
2016 at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 
E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 48111-2764, 
(734) 697-4500. Funeral Services were Friday, 
February 5, 2016 at 11:00 AM at Ridge Road 
Church of Christ, 1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, 
MI 48198. Leonard White officiated. Interment 
was in White Chapel Cemetery, Troy, MI.
Memorial contributions may be made to Ridge 
Road Church of Christ and would be greatly 
appreciated. Please sign her on-line guest book 
and share a story for her family to cherish at 
www.davidcbrownfh.com . 

Callie Frances Long

MICHAEL J. SATLOWSKI
(June 23, 1971 – February 2, 2016)
Michael Joseph Satlowski, age 44, of Clinton, 
MI, formerly of Belleville, MI, passed away 
Tuesday, February 2, 2016. He was born June 
23, 1971 in Detroit, MI, son of Paul & Stephanie 
Lisa (Koller) Satlowski.
Michael grew up in Belleville, MI, and was a 
member of the Belleville High School Class of 
1989. He was a Foreman and Union Employee 
Assistance Professional for Northwest/Delta 
Airlines. He was also a handyman who could 
fix anything and would do anything anyone 
asked him. He enjoyed remodeling homes and 
being outdoors. Most of all, he loved his family 
and being a dad.
Mike is survived by his fiancé Amie Bradley 
of Clinton; five children, Zack Satlowski 
of Clinton, Dustin Hatt of Fort Lewis, 
Washington, Aubry Schoonover of Westland, 
MI, Madison McWilliams and Noah Satlowski, 
both of Clinton; his parents Paul and Stephanie 
Satlowski of Brooklyn, MI; sister Kimberly 
(Mark) Wagenknecht of Milan, MI; brother John 
(Sherri) Satlowski of Belleville; nephew Jason 
Wagenknecht; two nieces, Megan Wagenknecht 
and Amanda (Tom) Coak; great-niece Avaleigh 
Coak; also numerous aunts, uncles, cousins 
and friends. He was preceded in death by his 
grandparents.
Visitation was Noon until 6 PM Sunday and 
11-12 Noon Monday, February 7, 2016, with 
a Noon Funeral Service at David C. Brown 
Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River Dr., 
Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 697-4500. Pastor 
Robert Miller officiated.
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
family and would be greatly appreciated. Please 
sign his on-line guest book and share a story for 
his family to treasure at www.davidcbrownfh.
com .

Michael Joseph Satlowski

More Letters The person who needs to 
leave is the school supt.
To the Editor:
   I very much hope that the five teachers 
who were put on leave will be quickly 
reinstated. There is really no way that 
they could have cheated, and they had 
every reason to follow the rules, as I have 
observed them doing in their day-to-day 
instruction whenever I have visited Savage 
School.
   These five deserve an apology, as well. 
They are hard-working, caring, honest, 
well-trained educators who have been 
wronged. For some of them to have been 
escorted out in front of various children and 
adults was cruel. They need to be brought 
back immediately. They are missed.
   The person who needs to leave is the 
superintendent and the sooner the better.
   I have submitted my name to the editor, 
but am asking that it be withheld as there 
has quite often been retribution when 
someone criticizes this administration.

A Concerned Resident
Van Buren Township

Yes, there is atmosphere 
of fear in school district
To the Editor:
   At Monday’s board meeting (Jan. 25), 
the silence was deafening. Many in the 
audience had comments, but few on the 
board did. Mrs. Frazier was kind enough 
to clarify a few things. (Thank you, Mrs. 
Frazier!)
   Is it the board’s intention to let people 
talk and to then go on as usual letting the 
superintendent harm the professionals and 
the children of this district that he should 
be guiding and protecting?
   What will become of this district when a 
large portion of its experienced staff is, for 
one reason or another, made to leave? This 
is what is happening.
   Yes, there is an atmosphere of fear in the 
district and it is justified.

Taxpayer
Name withheld
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Cocoa Beach Tanning
HOT NEW LAMPS!
Huge Selection
of Lotions and
Moisturizers!

SPRAY TAN
SPECIALISTS!

Large Variety
of Tanning

Packages to 
Choose From!

Student Discounts
Available!

Knowledgeable and friendly staff ready to 
help you reach your tanning goals!

Call
734-699-1905

FIND US ON

AT

COCOABEACHTAN

573 E. Huron River Drive – Belleville – 48111

Dos Pesos

COCKTAILS CARRY OUTS

Join Us Feburary 14th

VALENTINE’S DAY!
We’re Open 12 Noon – 8 p.m.
www.dospesosmexicanrestaurant.com

11800 Belleville Rd.
697-5777 OPEN 7 DAYS

Mexican
Restaurant

Upcoming Meetings
   • Wednesday, Feb. 10 – Special meeting 
of the Van Buren Public Schools Board of 
Education, 7 p.m., administration building. 
Only item on the agenda is to rescind the 
motion to hold an election in March to 
renew the 18-mill non-homestead property 
tax.
   • Thursday, Feb. 11 – Sumpter Township 
Planning Commission, 7 p.m. Also, 
Belleville Planning Commission, 7:30 
p.m. Also, Van Buren Public Schools Tele-
Town Hall featuring School Supt. Michael 
Van Tassel and three unnamed school 
board members who will answer questions 

by phone.
   • Tuesday, Feb. 16 – Van Buren Township 
work/study session at 4 p.m. and the regular 
board meeting at 7 p.m. Also, Belleville 
City Council at 7:30 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Feb. 17 – Belleville 
Downtown Development Authority, 6 p.m. 
Also, Van Buren Township Environmental 
Commission meeting, 7 p.m.
   • Monday, Feb. 22 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education meeting at 7 
p.m. at the BHS cafeteria to replace Feb. 
1 meeting that was cancelled due to lack 
of quorum.
   • Tuesday, Feb. 23 – Sumpter Township 
workshop at 6 p.m. and regular meeting at 
6:30 p.m.
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BREAKFAST SPECIALS

MONDAY - FRIDAY
6am - 11am

Starting at only $2.49

Hours:
Monday - Saturday  6am – 10pm

 Sunday  7am – 9pm

734-697-1000
9624 Belleville Rd.

Belleville, MI

www.leosconeyisland.com With Beverage Purchase
No Coupon Needed!

$200

OFF
Your Entire Bill

of $20 or More
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

10%
OFF

Your Entire Bill
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

D A I L Y  D I N N E R  S P E C I A L S     
SUNDAY -- TURKEY DINNER OR

          POT ROAST

MONDAY -- GERMAN PORK WITH

             POTATOES & SAUERKRAUT

TUESDAY -- BURGERS OR

        MEAT LOAF

WEDNESDAY -- ITALIAN NIGHT

THURSDAY -- POLISH DINNERS

FRIDAY -- FISH NIGHT

SATURDAY -- CHEF’S CHOICE

CHECK OUT OUR
NEW FISH AND

SEAFOOD SPECIALS
FOR LENT!

UNTIL
9 P.M. VALENTINE’S DAY

Dinner &
Dessert
For 2

$2099

OVER 35 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE!

Visit www.atcheatingandcooling.com

Air Temperature
Control Heating & 

Cooling Inc.
SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS.

FURNACE  A/C  GENERATORS & ELECTRICAL SERVICE

HUMIDIFIERS  HOT WATER TANKS

Licensed & Insured.

734-697-8288
Service Calls

$49.95Financing Available.
All Credit Cards Accepted.

Discounts to Seniors,
Military & Public Safety

Employees!

  The report of a car towed by J&T Crova 
for the Belleville Police and left at the J&T 
storage lot for more than seven years won 
a statewide prize for the Belleville Area 
Independent.
   The story “Belleville gets $50,000 
judgment against it over car” was 
published March 12 and earned a second-
place award in Government / Education 
News for the Belleville-Area Independent 

Independent wins award in 2015 Michigan Press Association contest
in the Michigan Press Association’s 2015 
Better Newspaper Contest. Winners were 
announced at the MPA Convention Jan. 28-
29 in Grand Rapids.
   A judge from the Pennsylvania 
NewsMedia Association wrote: “This is 
an engaging, fascinating story with lively 
writing and strong reporting.” Writer was 
editor Rosemary K. Otzman. 
   The Independent enters in the Weekly 

Class C category for publications of 
circulation from 3,001-7,000.
   For the second year in a row, more 
MPA members submitted more entries 
in the contest. Pennsylvania NewsMedia 
Association reviewed 3,833 entries 
submitted by 113 Michigan newspapers in 
2015.
   In exchange, last fall MPA members 
reviewed entries in the Pennsylvania 

NewsMedia competition.
   “As our members evolve in a multi-
platform world, they remain the foundation 
of vibrant communities across the Great 
Lakes State,” said MPA Executive Director 
Mike MacLaren. “We’ve seen double-
digit increases in this contest and the 
tougher competition helps our members 
capture audience attention and build better 
communities.”

Dear Keystone Academy Parents / 
Guardians, and the Community:
   At Keystone Academy we strive to 
make moral focus an integral part of our 
school culture. Not only do we take the 
time to discuss traits such as compassion, 
gratitude, and respect, among others, we 
also look for opportunities in which we can 
live these traits out.
   Our school has the opportunity right 
now to live out the traits of compassion 
and gratitude in a tangible way. As many 
of you have seen in the news, the Flint 
area is experiencing a water crisis due to 
contaminated pipes. They are only able to 
use bottled water.
   We have two sister schools in the Flint 
community – Linden Charter Academy and 
Burton Glen Charter Academy. Although 
both schools are located outside of the 

Keystone Academy students learn compassion with water drive
affected area, there are 1,266 students, a 
combined 86% of their enrollment, who 
live in the contaminated zones and are in 
need of good water. While this is a hot topic 
issue right now, the need to find and sustain 
drinkable water, and a way to bathe as well 
as wash clothes free from contamination, is 
a long-term challenge.
   To show compassion for those in need 
and gratitude for the drinking water we 
have available to us, Keystone is joining 
National Heritage Academies in a bottled 
water drive to support these families. 
We will collect bottled water in cases, or 
purified water in gallon jugs, at the school. 
On Friday, Feb. 19, a truck will collect the 
water and transport it to Flint for use by 
these families.
   Keystone Academy is also partnering 
with CMAC Transportation who has 

graciously offered to volunteer their 
trucks to help transport the bottled water. 
In addition to dropping water off at the 
school, the following community locations 
are accepting water donations:
   • Belleville Area District Library, 167 
Fourth Street, Belleville; and
   • Wayne County Community College 
District, 9555 Haggerty Road, Belleville.
   If you are interested in joining the cause, 
please have your donation to the front office 
by the morning of Friday, Feb. 19. Please 
also feel free to let your family and friends 

know of the drop-off locations should they 
wish to participate. All are welcome!
   Thank you for taking the time to consider 
helping others who are in need. It is a 
privilege to serve a school community that 
is open to hearing about the needs of others 
and isn’t afraid to act.
   If you have any questions, please contact 
the office at (734) 697-9470.
Sincerely,
Keturah Godfrey, Principal
Keystone Academy
47925 Bemis Rd., Belleville 48111

Sumpter salaries need 
some corrections
   Sumpter Township Payroll Clerk Maria 
Beaudrie reports we made some errors in 
the salary list we published on page 3 last 
week.
   Here are the corrections that need to be 
made:
   Fire: Donald Laporte, $5,669.77 not 
$8,646.69
   Senior: Mary Ann Watson, $66,597.69 
not $68,045.44
   Senior: Richard Morgan, $1,073.19 not 
$46,717.73
   Senior: Wanda Watkins, $432.00 not 
$66,597.69
   Water Dept: John Krushlin, $100,038.83 
not $108,933.83
   We regret the errors.

--Rosemary K. Otzman, editor

   The Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
4434 on Bemis Road announces that its 
Community Service Project for the Year is 
“Operation Torn & Tattered.”
   VFW Quartermaster Adjutant Ross 
Medaus said the post has bought $1,000 
worth of flags, sizes 3’x4’ and 4’x6’ 
which they will be giving away free in an 
exchange for a tattered flag.
   He said the VFW will accept the old, 
damaged flag and will properly retire it by 

VFW starts ‘Operation Torn & Tattered’
burning, sometimes with Scouts involved.
   People wishing to take advantage of the 
flag swap are invited to call the VFW Post at 
(734) 697-0505 and leave a clear message, 
repeating slowly the name of the caller and 
the phone number. A VFW member will 
return the call and make arrangements for 
the swap.
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One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

www.actionmechanicalheating-cooling.com

Exp. 3/12/16.

Exp. 3/12/16.

Exp. 3/12/16. Exp. 3/12/16.

Exp. 3/12/16.

Exp. 3/12/16.

Exp. 3/12/16.

835 Sumpter Rd.,  Belleville, MI 48111
734-325-7551

Animal Care Hospital
of Belleville

Visit www.animalcareonline.com for our six other locations.

BAI BAI BAI

BAI

BAI

BAIBAI

Like us on Facebook and
get $5 off any service.

Give it up for Bella B who 
just when we thought we had 
her figured out pulled a 360 
and transformed into a totally 
different cat! To our delight, 
Bella B surprised us with a 
dramatic personality change 
we never saw coming. After 
being returned to the shelter,       
Bella B did not settle in well 
and only seemed to feel rotten. 
She refused to let us love on 
her and hid behind a mask 
of fear with a growl, hiss or 
swipe ready if you got near. 
We had just about resigned to 
the fact that she would be with 
us for good when changing 
her environment produced a 
miracle to our cheer. Bella B 
now resides in the Senior Cat 
room which is a calmer, low 
traffic room that makes her feel 
safe enough to be her true lap-
loving, affectionate self. She 
now enjoys attention and will 
even climb up on a lap to cuddle 
and get some gentle pets when 
people pay her a visit. Bella B 
will probably need some time 
to adjust to any new home 
and definitely needs a tranquil 
environment to maintain her 
pleasant side but with some 
patience and understanding we 
have no doubt this special kitty 
will make a very rewarding furry 
friend. She’s spayed, vaccinated, 
tested neg. for FeLuk/FIV and 
micro-chipped Call Friends of 
Michigan Animals Rescue 
at 734-461-9458 or visit our 
website fmar1.org for more 
information.

“BELLA B”

ORPHAN
OF THE

WEEK

Stephani Osborne,
J.T. Rice engaged
   Stephani Osborne and J.T. Rice announce 
their engagement. A wedding ceremony is 
being planned for Oct. 8.

   Stephani is the daughter of Jeff and 
Courtney Osborne of Belleville.
   J.T. of Marysville, Ohio is the son of Jerry 
and Jodi Rice of Hilliard, Ohio.
   Stephani is a 2008 graduate of Belleville 
High School. She is an Eastern Michigan 
University graduate working in a clinic as 

an athletic trainer.
   J.T. is an EMU graduate working in 
business.
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AUTOMOTIVE
SERVICE
EXCELLENCE

541 E. Huron River Drive • Belleville
M-F: 8 am - 6 pm          Sat: 10 am - 2 pm          Sun: Closed    

RK Automotive proudly offers all BG Maintenance services.
• Coolant System • Brake System • Fuel System • Transmission and Engine

With these services your vehicle may be eligible for warranty thru the
Lifetime BG Protection Plan. Ask for details.

FREE TIRE
ROTATION WITH
ANY SERVICE!

BRAKE PADS
$8999

Most Vehicles

734-391-8218
RKAutomotive.com

g  Oil Change..... $14.95+TAX*
    (*For Most Vehicles. Semi Synthetic)

g  Courtesy Shuttle Service Available*
           (*Up to 10 Mile Radius)

g
  
Brakes – Tune-Up

g
  
Heating & Cooling

g
  
Suspension – Transmission

g
  
Engine Repair
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with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

“If you find yourself in a hole, stop digging.” 
– Will Rogers

Charter Township of
Van Buren Public Notice

Van Buren Township 

Public Informational Meetings 

Lakeshore District Zoning Ordinance 
On February 24th, 2016 at 7:30 pm in the Van Buren Township Hall Board Room there will be a Public Hearing on the proposed 
Lakeshore Ordinance.  In order to allow the public every opportunity to ask questions about and comment on the proposed 
ordinance, Van Buren Township is presenting a series of informational events prior to the formal Public Hearing.  Those event s are 
as follows… 
 

Lakeshore Ordinance Public Informational Meeting 
February 17th, 2016 at 7:00 pm in the Van Buren Township Hall Board Room.  At this meeting, Staff will present the Lakeshore 
Ordinance, providing the history of the Lake, current conditions and the reasons for the proposed ordinance.   
 

Lakeshore Ordinance Open House 
February 22nd and 23rd, 2016 from 12:00 pm to 4:00 pm at Van Buren Township Hall.   Staff will be available to answer one on 
one, specific questions from lakeshore residents about the proposed Lakeshore Ordinance. 
 

Lakeshore Ordinance One on One Informational Meetings 
February 22nd and 23rd, 2016 from 6:00 pm to 9:00 pm at Van Buren Township Hall .  Staff will be present to answer one on one, 
specific questions from lakeshore residents about the proposed Lakeshore Ordinance. 
 

If you have any questions, please contact the Van Buren Township Planning and Economic Development Department at 
734-699-8913. 
Publish: February 11, 2016

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

FEBRUARY 2, 2016
Supervisor Combs called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room.  Present: 
Supervisor Combs, Treasurer Budd, Clerk 
Wright, Trustee Hart, Trustee Jahr, Trustee 
McClanahan and Trustee Miller. Others in 
attendance: Secretary Montgomery, Planning 
and Economic Development Director Akers, 
Information Technology Director Rankin, 
Assistant DDA Director Lothringer, Public 
Services Director Taylor, Consultant Sloan,  
Assessing Coordinator Stevenson, Cable 
Director McCracken and an audience of nine 
(9). 
Supervisor Combs requested the agenda be 
amended to remove new business items #4 and 
#5.
APPROVAL OF AGENDA Hart moved, 
Wright seconded to approve the agenda as 
amended. Motion Carried.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: 
Budd moved, Wright seconded to approve the 
Consent Agenda. [Work Study Session Minutes 
of January 11, 2016; Board Meeting Minutes of 
January 12, 2016; Prepaid List of January 15, 
2016; Prepaid List of January 29, 2016; Voucher 
List of February 2, 2016] Motion Carried. 
PUBLIC HEARING: Hart moved, McClanahan 
seconded to open the public hearing at 7:03 
p.m. to receive public comment on the use of 
program year 2016 Community Development 
Block Grant Funds. Motion Carried. This 
is the first of two public hearings regarding 
CDBG funding levels for 2016. Proposed total 
allocation of funds for 2016 are estimated at 
$163,896. The majority of funds, $119,173, if 
approved, will be allocated to Public Facilities 
to make improvements to Van Buren Park. The 
balance allocated to Youth Services, Senior 
Services and Planning and Administration. The 
second public hearing will be held February 

16, 2016 during the regularly scheduled Board 
of Trustees meeting. No public comment was 
received. Hart moved, Budd seconded to close 
the public hearing at 7:06 p.m. Motion Carried.
CORRESPONDENCE:   Supervisor Combs 
read two letters from Rawsonville School 
principal and Social Worker thanking Clerk 
Wright for his donation of Coats for School Kids 
and thanking the Public Safety Department for 
including the students in the Shop with a Hero 
program. Clerk Wright thanked all those who 
provided donations for the Coats for School 
Kids project. Michigan House Representative 
Kristy Pagan provided a legislative update on 
recent legislation and initiatives which include 
a bill banning coal tar sealant, appropriation of 
emergency funding for the Flint water crisis, 
a bill  on pipeline safety, recently passed 
campaign finance bill, elimination of straight 
ticket voting, introduction of a bill to allow pre-
registration of 16 and 17 year olds to vote and 
invited the community to her coffee hour on the 
4th Monday of the month in Canton and the 4th 
Saturday of the month in Van Buren Township 
at Leo’s Coney Island. Trustee Miller read 
a letter she wrote to DTE energy along with 
the response she received regarding on-going 
power outage issues in the community. DTE, 
in their letter, advised that several projects to 
improve reliability were underway to address 
the concerns which include upgrades and 
tree clearance. Cable Director McCracken, 
in collaboration with Clerk Wright, showed a 
Public Service Announcement regarding the 
March 8, 2016 Primary Election. The PSA will 
air on cable channel VBT12.
PUBLIC COMMENT: None.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.
NEW BUSINESS:   
Wright moved, Jahr seconded to approve 
the purchase of BS&A software for animal 
licensing, human resources, electronic 
timesheets and electronic purchase orders and 
to amend the budget to increase capital outlay 
in the amount of $46,190 which will be offset 
utilizing MMRMA reimbursement funds.  
Motion Carried.
Miller moved, McClanahan seconded to adopt 
Resolution 2016-02 to establish Industrial 

Development District #17. Motion Carried.
Wright moved, Jahr seconded to adopt Resolution 
2016-03 authorizing an eight (8) year Industrial 
Facilities Exemption for Mayser Polymer USA, 
Inc. and authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to 
execute the Tax Abatement Agreement. Motion 
Carried.
REPORTS:  None.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Clerk Wright 
announced the Township administrative offices 
will be closed on Monday February 15, 2016 in 
observance of Presidents Day; Absentee ballot 
for the March 8, 2016 Primary Election have 
been mailed to all registered voters who have 
completed an absentee ballot application; and 
gave an summary of the health care savings 
realized though the AMERAPlan program 
which totaled $226,669 in 2014 and currently 
stands at $192,000. Treasurer Budd announced 
the deadline for winter tax payments has been 
extended until February 29, 2016. Trustee 
Miller announced the Wild game dinner at 
Trinity Episcopal Church is Saturday March 5, 
2016. Doors open at 5:00 with dinner at 6:00 
p.m. Tickets are $30 for adults and $15 ages 
6-12. All proceeds to benefit Trinity’s J2A youth 
mission trip. 
 NON AGENDA: Resident commented on a 
desire for the Board to open discussions with the 
Belleville Strawberry Festival Committee and 
community leaders in an effort to encourage a 
change of venue for the festival from downtown 
Belleville to Van Buren Park. Board members 
thanked Robert McKenna, who recently 
resigned from the Planning Commission, for 
his many years of service and dedication to 
the community. Mr. McKenna will continue to 
serve as an alternate member of the Board of 
Zoning Appeals. 
ADJOURNMENT: Budd moved, Hart 
seconded to adjourn at 7:58 p.m. Motion 
Carried.  
Leon Wright, Township Clerk	
Linda Combs, Supervisor
Publish: February 11, 2016 

RK Automotive Complete Auto Care 
on East Huron River Drive in Belleville is     
offering oil changes for just $14.95 plus 
tax, brakes from $89.99, tune-ups, heating 
and cooling, suspension, and other engine 
and transmission repairs. They also offer 
a courtesy shuttle service (10-mile radius) 
and offer all BG Maintenance Services. 
Get a free tire rotation with any service, 
too. They’re open Monday through Friday, 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m., and Saturday, 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. See their full-page ad in 
today’s paper, call (734) 391-8218 and 
visit wwwrkautomotive.com .

***
The 2016 Detroit Aviation & Airline 

Collectibles Show wasn’t last Saturday as 
listed in this column last week. My mistake. 
I’d like to blame it on auto-correct but that 
wouldn’t work. I apologize to the Yankee 
Air Museum for any inconvenience. The 
event is coming up for sure on Saturday, 
April. 9, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. at the Yankee 
Air Museum.  For info, call (734) 483-
4030 and visit www.yankeeairmuseum.
org .

***
Cocoa Beach Tanning at 573 East 

Huron River Drive in Belleville has all 
new hot lamps and many tanning packages 
to choose from. Their friendly staff 
members are experts in the industry and 
knowledgeable on lotions and moisturizers 
and will help you reach your tanning goals. 
Student discounts are also available. Call 
(734) 699-1905.

***
  Estate Sale Pros, LLC are professionals 
when it comes to liquidating, organizing, 
appraising, and even advertising your estate 
or home sale. Owners Jerry Lowhorn and 
Gary Smith have more than 20 years of 
experience in the business. Call (734) 765-
5589 and visit www.estatesale.com .

***
Open Arms Lutheran Church will be 

holding a youth bowling fundraiser on Feb. 
26, from 6 to 8 p.m. at the Super Bowl in 
Canton. There will be two games of cosmic 
bowling, pizza and pop, auction, and a 
50-50 raffle. Cost is $20 per person. For 
tickets and more information, call (734) 
699-5000.

***
It’s Valentine’s Day weekend and there 

are lots of choices to shop local. I had a 
long list of suggestions, but my editor took 
them out because I may have forgotten 
some of our good advertisers. It’s better 
just to encourage you to shop local first to 
support our friends and neighbors.

Happy Valentine’s Day, Belleville! 
***

  Shout-out to my good friend and 
Supermom Tess Francis, who always gets 
to double dip the fun every Valentine’s Day 
weekend. Happy Birthday!
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Other Professionals (continued)

(continued on page 15)
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(continued from page 14)

Cafeteria, Transportation
Students, Subs (continued)

A+ Rating with
YOUR HEATING & COOLING FAMILY

For Free Estimates, Call

(313) 381-2800
20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 38 YEARS!

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

10% OFF

HOURS
MON.-THURS. 11AM-10PM

FRI. 11AM - 11PM
SAT. 12PM-11PM
SUN. 12PM-10PM

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $9.50
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $6.75 - $7.25

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

DINE-IN OR CARRY OUT
Chinese & American Food

BUDWEISER BOTTLES - $2, WINE AVAILABLE!

CHINA KING COUPON
COUPON EXPIRES FEBRUARY 29, 2016

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

Sumpter Township
Regular Board Meeting Minutes

January 12, 2016
Meeting called to order at 6:37 pm, showing present: 
Supervisor J. Morgan, Clerk C. Hoffman, Treasurer 
Bates, Trustees Swinson, Oddy, LaPorte, P. Morgan.  
Also showing present: Attorney Young, Deputy Clerk 
J. Hoffman and approximately 16 residents.
3. Agenda:  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by 
LaPorte to approve agenda with the addition of a 
Closed Session.  Motion carried unanimously.
4.  Public comments on agenda items only
5.  Minutes:
A.  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Swinson 
to approve minutes of  Regular Board Meeting for 
December 8, 2015.  Motion carried unanimously.
B.  Motion by C. Hoffman, supported by LaPorte to 
accept Planning Commission Minutes of November 
12, 2015. Motion carried unanimously.
6.  Warrants:  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by 
Swinson to approve warrants totaling $1,994,665.05.  
Roll call vote:  Yes:  J. Morgan, C. Hoffman, Bates, 
Oddy, Swinson, LaPorte, P. Morgan. Nay:None.  
Motion carried unanimously.
7.  Water & Sewer Report-Bates:  Motion by P. 
Morgan, supported by Swinson to approve Water & 
Sewer Report.  Motion carried unanimously.
8.  Police Report- Pierce: Motion by C. Hoffman, 
supported by Swinson to approve Police Report.  
Motion carried unanimously.
9.  Building/Ordinance Report- J. Morgan:  NO 
REPORT
10.  Fire Report- Januszyk:  Motion by P. Morgan, 
supported by Swinson to approve Fire Report.  Motion 
carried unanimously.
11.  Treasurer’s Report- Bates:  Motion by Oddy, 
supported by P. Morgan to approve Treasurer’s 
Report.  Motion carried unanimously.
12.  Supervisor’s Report- J. Morgan:  
A.  Motion by Oddy, supported by P. Morgan to set 
a Public Hearing for February 9, 2016 to discuss the 
allocation of the Rehab Program.  Motion carried 
unanimously
B.  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Swinson to 
approve the Supervisor’s Report. Motion carried 
unanimously.
13.  Attorney’s Report-Young:  Motion by Swinson, 
supported by Hoffman to approve Attorney’s Report.  
Motion carried unanimously.
14.  Board Response
15.  New Business:
A.  Motion by C. Hoffman, supported by P. Morgan 
to approve the resignation of Virginia Belinski from 
the Zoning Board of Appeals and to appoint her to the 

Planning Commission.  Term to expire January 2019.  
Motion carried unanimously.
B.  Motion by C. Hoffman, supported by Swinson 
to approve the Renewal Contract between Sumpter 
Township and the Michigan Humane Society-Animal 
Sheltering Agreement.  Motion carried unanimously.
C.  Motion by C. Hoffman, supported by LaPorte 
to approve the recommendation from Planning 
Commission the Revised Text Amendments relating 
to Automobile, Farm Equipment and Recreational 
Vehicle Sales.  Motion carried unanimously.
D.  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Swinson 
to approve the recommendation from Planning 
Commission the Revised Zoning Text Amendments 
relating to Detached Accessory Buildings 
(Residential). Motion carried unanimously.  
E.  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Swinson 
to approve the recommendation from Planning 
Commission to Rezone 21620 Sumpter Road from C1 
(Local Commercial) to MR (Two-Family & Multiple 
Family Residential).  Motion carried unanimously.
16.  Announcements
17.  Open Floor
18.  Closed Session:  Updates on Fire Department 
Union Contract and AFSCME Contract 
Negotiations:
A.  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Swinson to 
go into Closed Session at 7:20 pm to discuss Union 
matters.  Roll call vote:  Yes: J. Morgan, C. Hoffman, 
Bates, Oddy, Swinson, LaPorte, P. Morgan. Nay:None.  
Motion carried unanimously.
B.  Motion by Oddy, supported by P. Morgan to go 
back into Open Session at 8:33 pm.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
19.  Adjournment:  Motion by P. Morgan, supported 
by LaPorte to adjourn at 8:34 pm.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk
Certification
I, Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk of Sumpter Township, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy of 
minutes taken at a Regular Board Meeting of the 
Sumpter Township Board of Trustees on January 
12, 2016 at 6:37 pm at the Sumpter Township Hall, 
23480 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111, County 
of Wayne, and that said meeting was conducted and 
public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to 
and in full compliance with the Open Meeting Act, 
being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and 
that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be 
available as required by said act.
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk
Publish: February 4, 2016

Sumpter Township  Public Notice

Thank you! All the hard work to compile 
and present the  information from Van

Buren Public Schools was done
by Diane Madigan.

Total compensation may include FICA, retirement and/or 
insurance. There are 690 employees at a total cost to the 
district of $37,039,016.89.

   The Van Buren Township 
Clerk’s office disagreed 
with our thanks to Diane 
Madigan for doing all the 
hard work on the salaries 
for VBT published Jan. 28.
   Administrative Assistant 
Nicole Sumpter sent us 
an email asking for a 
correction, saying, “All 
the hard work to compile 
and present the information 
from Van Buren Township 
was done by the Clerk’s 
Office.” 
   Vern Morse of the 
Clerk’s office did prepare 
the salary list and added 
up the benefits to give us 
totals, which was a big help 
since usually the township 
gives us a sheaf of papers 
of all sizes with tiny type 
on some to sift through and 
add up to come up with the 
true benefit costs.
   For the past few years, 
Diane has been wrestling 
with those documents that 
total more than 100 pages.
   This year for a change, 
Vern gave us the final 
figures, but it was in a pdf. 
format because, we are told, 
the township didn’t want 
us to change any of the 
numbers. All of the other 
municipalities, the school 
districts, and the library 
gave us their figures in 
spread sheet format which 
is easily copied and pasted 
to rearrange for our lists.
   Since VBT presented us 
with a pdf., that meant all 
the names had to be typed 
in and Diane did that, so we 
could separate police from 
DPW and fire from senior 
department, etc.
   All this is to say, Diane 
did a lot of hard work and 

Clarification: Vern Morse did his job with the FOIA for salaries
we appreciate it and we thank her yet 
again. Vern did do his Clerk’s department 
assignment, for which he is paid, in 

replying to a Freedom of Information Act 
request, which is required by law.

--Rosemary K. Otzman, editor
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

“You can observe a lot just by watching.”
– Yogi Berra

ESTATE SALE

Whether you are moving or liquidating an entire 
estate. We can help. We will organize, price, 
advertise and run the sale. Our team is efficient, 
discreet, creditable and very friendly. We’re

Estate Sale Pros, LLC.
We offer:

Free appraisal estimate of the estate contents.• 
Free advertising, and we’ll pay for all your • 
permits.
Certified appraiser present at all sales.• 
A detailed sales agreement.• 
Over 20 years experience, we are insured and • 
have many references.

Call Jerry Lowhorn, CPPA
734-765-5589 or
Gary Smith, Sales Manager
734-516-0416
estatesaleprosjg@yahoo.com
Or find us at EstateSale.com

“Trust, but verify.”
– Ronald Reagan

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

SERVICES

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators • Washers 
Dryers • Ranges
$20 House Call

Phone (734) 782-3354

Family Owned &
Operated. Serving The 

Belleville Area Since 1978. 
Visit

www.robsgaragedoor.com
Call (734) 301-5959

FOR SALE

FOR LEASE FOR LEASE

5 STAR PLAZA
Willis at Rawsonville

Office or Retail. 1500 Sq. Ft.
Call (734) 740-7195

SPACE FOR LEASE

FOR RENT

HOMES FOR SALE

ANY CONDITION OKAY!
QUICK BUY-OUTS!

AERO REALTY

CASH FOR YOUR HOME!

(313) 402-0187

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

Belleville Manor 
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile north of I-94
Van Buren Estates 

734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 at the Rawsonville Exit

Mohawk 
734-513-4108

Joy Road between Middlebelt  
and Inkster

Call one of our sales associates today or visit our website 
for a list of homes for purchase or lease!

www.FranklinHomeSales.com

* WAC. Certain restrictions apply. 

Franklin Homes will 
double your  

TAX RETURN! 
We’ll match your tax return up to $4000 

as a credit when you purchase a select 
Franklin owned home in one of our �ne 

communities through February 29!*

BLACK TV STAND holds up to 50” 
television, 3 glass shelves. Like new. $50 
OBO.  (734) 697-3501                            2/25

------------
STEEL WHITE SCROLLED security 
door. Includes hinges & keyed lock. $100. 
Call afternoons (734)-620-5562.      2/25

------------
2 30X96 GREENHOUSES $3,000/ea.
w/rollup doors & includes furnaces,
overhead fans, hanging watering system. 
Rolling flower racks $50/ea. You take 
down.  (734) 461-2172.                          2/25

------------

WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                           TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600                                      TFN

------------

SMALL FEMALE CAT wandering
Edgemont/Robbe area since early fall.
(734) 796-0186                      2/11

------------

OLDER MODEL Mitsubishi 30” TV.  
Works great. Sofa bed.(734) 697-4355 2/25

------------

1 Bedroom APT. 1st Floor, $595/mo. 
+ security & 2 bedroom upper unit, 
$630/mo. + security. Corner of 5th &
Liberty St. Includes heat & water. 1 yr. 
lease. Must have good credit.  No Pets.                  
(734) 945-2409                                      2/25

------------
FARMHOUSE. 4 Bedroom, 2 bath.  
Belleville area. $1,100/mo. plus security.
(734) 461-1362                         2/25

------------
800 SQ. FT. 1 BEDROOM apartment.
No smoking, no pets. All utilities
included. $800/month, $800/security.
Doug (734) 664-9248.          2/11

------------
1 BEDROOM APT.  All utilities included.
$550/mo. for one adult. Newly decorated.
(734) 942-0995.                              2/18

-----------

WANTED

FOUND

FREE

------------
LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs
too LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL.
Residential snow blowing.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224                                 TFN

------------
CARPET HEADQUARTERS Winter
Special. Free padding w/purchase of
carpet & installation. Free estimates, fast 
friendly service, repairs, restretching, 
since 1979.   Phil (734) 612-7570       8/18/16

------------

Update: ‘Forged in Fire’ 
season issues new dates 
for premier, episodes
   A new date for the premier of Season 2 
for the “Forged in Fire” series has been 
released as Tuesday, Feb. 16, at 10 p.m. on 
the History Channel.
   The episode that will feature local 
blacksmith Chad Osborne will be Tuesday, 
March 29. He is charged with making a 
historical weapon, the shotel.
   According to Wikipedia, A shotel is a 
curved sword originating in Abyssinia 
(ancient Ethiopia).
   The shotel is shaped similar to a big sickle 
and can be effectively used to reach around 
an opponent’s shield and stab them in vital 
areas, such as the kidneys or lungs. The 
blade is about 40 inches long. It closely 
resembles the Afar Gile. The Gile has two 
cutting edges, while the shotel’s upper 
edge is unsharpened and sometimes used 
braced against the swordsman’s shield for 
strength.
   An email to the Osbornes concerning 
the date changes said, “This often happens 
in the television world and although the 
decision is made by the network, not to 
worry – as networks often do this in order to 
pick the very best date for the premiere.”



Page 16� Belleville Area Independent/February 11, 2016February 11, 2016/Belleville Area Independent� Page 17

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT
CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

HomeFirst Certified
Community is now hiring 

for a full-time Maintenance 
Tech. Must have experience 

and knowledge with
property maintenance,

including but not limited to; 
snow removal, lawn care 
and home maintenance. 

Please submit resume to:
augwoods@comcast.net

“The right word may be effective, but 
no word was ever as effective as a 

rightly timed pause.”
– Mark Twain

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Quest, Inc. is HIRING in BELLEVILLE!
We’re looking for fun, energetic & caring Direct Care 

Workers to assist persons with special needs we serve in 
their own homes.

Applicants must be:
• Responsible & committed and work well with others.
• Have a clean criminal record.
• Be available for training. MORC/WCHO/CLS Training
   is preferred.

Send Letter/Resume to:
recruiter@questserv.org
or Call (734) 699-6543

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Home Heath Care Workers and 
Direct Care Workers Needed. 

Starting wage $8.50 hour.
Willing to train. Our team is

motivated to provide services 
to the elderly in their own home. 

For an interview, call Golden 
Home Health Care Agency in 
Belleville at (734) 697-0888

IMMEDIATE OPENINGS

ARAMARK @ Lincoln Schools 
is hiring part time food service 

employees. Please visit
www.aramark.com/careers to 

apply. Email
Thomas-karen@aramark.com 
with questions. A background 
check/drug screen is required 

for this position.
EOE, M/F/Disability/Vet

Direct Care Workers/
Home Health Aides needed 

to work with individuals 
with disabilities. $10 per 

hour + mileage. FT/PT.
We can provide training.

Call (248) 471-9168 or
(734) 637-8143

Fax (248) 471-9326

Huron School District 
(New Boston)

is hiring Bus Drivers.
Will train qualified

applicants. $13.80hr.  
Visit

www.huronschools.org
or call (734) 782-1418

POLICE VEHICLE AUCTION

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

On Wednesday February 17 th, 2016, the Van Buren Township Police Department 
will conduct a public auction of impounded and abandoned vehicles. The auction 
will begin at 10:00 a.m. at J&T Towing  and Storage, 287 Industrial Dr. Belleville 
MI, County of Wayne,  where the following will be offered for sale to the highest 
bidder. 
 

1999 Pontiac 2D 1G2WP12K8XF241861 15-25320 
2004 Chevrolet 4D 1G1ZS52F84F242613 15-25138 
2000 Ford 4D 1FAFP66L8YK103814 15-30340B 
1998 Chevrolet 4D 2G1WL52M1W9224903 15-29964 
1996 Saturn 4D 1G8ZH5285TZ373707 15-30128 
1994 Ford 4D 1FALP52UXRG249468 15-30310 
2004 Saturn 2D 1G8AN12F94Z104382 15-30413 
2000 Mercury SW 4M2XV11T3YDJ18041 15-27564 
1999 Buick 4D 2G4WS52M2X1619601 15-29187 
1999 Mercury 2D 1ZWFT61L8X5627788  

  

At 11:00 a.m. the auction will move to Great Lakes Towing  and storage, 
42350 Van Born Rd. Belleville MI, County of Wayne, where the following vehicles 
will be offered for sale to the highest bidder.  
 

1998 Ford 4D 1FAFP13P9WW199291 15-30334 
1999 Ford 4D 1FAFFP53U5XA210217 15-30192 
1990 Buick CCU 3G4AH54N2LS631583 15-28200 
2004 Ford SW 1FMYU03144KB41140 15-28016 
2006 Lincoln SW 5LMFU28506LJ15465 15-28016 
2003 Saturn 4D 1G8AL52F43Z131128 15-29414B 
2002 Volkswagen  2D 3VWDD21C72M419681 15-29414D 
1998 Mazda 4D 1YVGF22D3W5744075 15-25742 
2006 Saturn 4D 1G8AJ55F76Z148589 15-25947 
2000 Jeep SW 1J4GW48S1YC405461 15-26269 
1998 Dodge 2D 1B3ES42Y6WD637178 15-25102F 
2007 Suzuki 4D KL5JD56Z87K561076 15-25102A 
2000 Dodge SW 1B4HS28Z1YF141158 15-25393 
2005 Suzuki FZS KL5JD56Z85K212853 15-25102C 
1996 Ford 4D 1FALP52U5TG287746 15-25227 
1999 Ford SW 1FMZU34XZB76864 15-25129B 
2012 VNGI TL 5V8VC5323CM203207 15-26244 

 

All vehicles are sold in “as is condition.”  Bidding on all impounded vehicles will 
start at the amount due for towing and storage. Vehicles may be deleted from this list 
at any time prior to the start of the auction. 
 

Leon Wright, CMC 
Van Buren Township Clerk  
Published: February 11, 2016     

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm. For appointment call
(734) 697-1800                                      TFN

------------
COOKS & SERVERS needed at Huron 
School District. Please contact Honey
(734) 782-1710.                   2/25

------------

EXPERIENCED CARPENTERS wanted.
Full-time, competitive wages based on 
experience. Based in Monroe County.
(734) 587-3195.                              2/18

---------
HAIR DRESSER with clientele wanted at 
Karen’s Place Salon, 36968 Huron River 
Drive, New Boston, MI (734) 753-9130 3/3

------------
CHAIRSIDE DENTAL ASSISTANT.  
Part-time, 2 days/week. Experience 
preferred but willing to train the right
person. People skills a must. Fax resume 
to Dr. Jelsch (734) 697-4946 or email
drjelsch@ameritech.net.            2/11

------------

   • Thursday, Feb. 11 – “Homegrown 
Knowledge” program at 7 p.m. at the Belleville 
Area District Library. Program is Friends of 
Michigan Animals Rescue. Free.
   • Friday, Feb. 12 – The community has a 
week before the truckload of water sets off 
from Keystone Academy to Flint to be used 
by charter school students who live in that 
beleaguered city. The truck leaves Friday, 
Feb. 19. Until then, drop water off at the 
Belleville Area District Library, Wayne County 
Community College District on Haggerty 
Road, or Keystone Academy, 47925 Bemis 
Road, Sumpter Township. Information: (734) 
697-9470
   • Saturday, Feb. 13 – Pre-Valentine InnDoor 
Sale at Holiday Inn Express & Suites. Seeking 
vendors, crafts, and those who want to clean out 

their their closets. Cost is $25 and that includes 
table set up and 2 chairs. For information call 
(734) 857-6200. There will also be a drop-off 
donation site for Guiding Harbor of Belleville.
   • Saturday, Feb. 13 – Valentine’s Dinner 
and Dance at the Van Buren Eagles, 9961 Beck 
Rd., Belleville. Doors open at 5 p.m., dinner 
at 6 p.m. is Flaming Roast Beef, Pork Loin, 
red-skinned potatoes, green beans, salad, rolls, 
butter and dessert. Complimentary wine. Cost 
$15 per person. Entertainment by Whitey.
   • Saturday, Feb. 13 – “Dance With Me!” 
a ‘50s-‘60s dinner dance is from 5-9 p.m. at 
Belleville Lighthouse Church, 16650 Sumpter 
Road. A great way to celebrate Valentine’s 
Day in a wholesome atmosphere. A three-
course dinner and dancing for $15 per person. 
Come alone or with someone. Non-alcoholic 
fun. Child care available on site. Call Tina 
to make your reservations, (734) 250-4490. 
Period attire not required, but would be great 
fun. Proceeds benefit the Belleville Lighthouse 
Church Building Fund.
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Birthdays

Drops charges
(continued from page 1)

(Continued on page 19)

Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch LogOut of the 541 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 

Township police this week, the following are selected 
for this column.
Sunday, Jan. 31:
   0021 – PPO violation, Outer Dr,
   0201 – mental, Westlake
   0223 – breaking & entering, Van Buren St.
   0845 – shots fired, Rawsonville DNR
   0851 – narcotics crime, Ecorse Rd.
   1115 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Oak Ln.
   1231 – property damage accident, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
/ Belleville Rd.
   1334 – larceny from auto, Oak Ln.
   1418 – fraud, Westlake Cir.
   1508 – fight, Tyler Rd.
   1511 – shots fired, Cobblestone Creek Dr.
   1551 – larceny from auto, Rolan Meadows Dr.
   1552 – disorderly conduct, Quirk Rd.
   1812 – mental, Village Green Ln.
   1844 – vehicle repossession, Senate
   1920 – mental, Arthur St.
   1931 – assault & battery, E. Archwood Dr.
   1937 – mental, Daisy
   1950 – agency assist, I-94/rest area
   2013 – suicide or attempt, N. Ponderosa Trl.
   2133 – noise complaint, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   2326 – noise complaint, Lake Villa Dr.
   2357 – robbery alarm, Belleville Rd.
Monday, Feb. 1:
   0637 – unauthorized driving away of auto, N. 
Bellridge Dr.
   0751 – malicious destruction of property, Belleville 
Rd.
   0938 – malicious destruction of property, Ayres Ave.
   1057 – ordinance violation, Florence Ln.
   1214 – breaking & entering of motor vehicle, 
Haggerty Rd.
   1435 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Van Born Rd.
   1535 – mental, Nautica Dr.
   1859 – sexual assault, St. Antoine
   2050 – man down, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2159 – assault & battery, Coolidge St.
   2318 – traffic hazard, S. I-94 Service Dr./Monterey
Tuesday, Feb. 2:
   0031 – larceny from auto, Hardwood Dr.
   0034 – agency assist, Karr
   0100 – private property accident, Denton Rd.
   0643 – larceny from  auto, Denton Rd.
   0814 – assault & battery, McBride Ave.
   0946 – assault & battery, Van Born
   1050 – larceny from auto, Village Green Ln.
   1204 – mental, Alba Ct.
   1221 – assault & battery, Coolidge St.
   1456 – property damage accident, Maple Dr.
   1945 – larceny, Wildbrook Dr.
   2059 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2206 – intimidation threat, Westlake
Wednesday, Feb. 3:
   0154 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Haggerty 
Rd.
   0241 – property damage accident, E. Huron River 
Dr.
   1029 – private property accident, Lake Villa Dr.
   1106 – breaking & entering motor vehicle, Oak Ln.
   1253 – code enforcement, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1323 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd.
   1335 – private property accident, Western St.
   1510 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1609 – weapons violation, Village Green Apts.
   1740 – private property accident, N. I-94 Service Dr. 
/ Belleville Rd.
   2025 – water leak found, Beckley Rd./Denton Rd.
   2238 – breaking & entering, Outer Dr.
   2342 – vehicle repossession, Lighthouse Dr.
Thursday, Feb. 4:
   0047 – property damage accident, Hannan Rd. / Tyler 
Rd.
   0136 – breaking & entering, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0443 – prowler in area, Reedgrass Ln.
   0743 – property damage accident, Haggerty Rd.
   1129 – larceny, Belleville Rd.
   1438 – larceny, Ecorse Rd.
   1551 – suicide or attempt, Arthur St.
   1626 – property damage accident, Rawsonville / 
Grove

   1708 – harassment call, Chloe Ct.
   1833 – larceny, Oak Ln.
   1909 – juvenile complaint, Fairbanks St.
   1945 – assault & battery, Belleville Rd.
Friday, Feb. 5:
   0855 --- hold-up alarm, Belleville Rd.
   1015 – disturbance, Van Born
   1239 – hospice, S I-94 Service Dr.
   1554 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1554 – disorderly conduct, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1706 – fraud, Belleville
   1815 – disturbance, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2042 – disorderly conduct, Sumpter Rd.
   2318 – assault & battery, Doree Ave.
Saturday, Feb. 6:
   0046 – disorderly conduct, Hot Spot
   0140 – assault & battery, The Creek
   0242 – noise complaint, Lighthouse Dr.
   0835 – property damage accident, Van Born / Morton 
Taylor Rd.
   0844 – traffic hazard, E. Huron River Dr./Haggerty
   1013 – missing person, E. Huron River Dr.
   1208 – assault & battery, Lauren Ct.
   1626 – private property accident, Belleville Rd.
   1949 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2010 – property damage accident, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
/ Denton Rd.
   2050 – liquor violation, Belleville Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 237 traffic stops, 67 of 
which were on the I-94 and I-275 freeways.

Sunday, Jan. 31:
   0558 – civil matter, Columbia
   0611 – suspicious situation, Menlo Park Dr.
   1408 – narcotics crime, N. Liberty St.
   2023 – vehicle lockout,  Belleville
   2050 – suspicious vehicle, Clarence St.
Monday, Feb. 1:
   1121 – property damage accident, Huron River Dr. 
/ Main St.
   1226 – assist fire dept., South St.
   1249 – assist fire dept., Victorian Ct.
   1414 – intrusion alarm, Main St.
   1642 – property damage accident, Belleville Library
   1839 – assist fire dept., Clarence St./Robbe St.
   1952 – trespassing, Main St.
   2010 – suspicious situation, Clarence St.
   2200 – assist citizen, W. Columbia Ave.
   2238 – intrusion alarm, Sumpter Rd.
   2310 – assist fire dept., San Carlos St.
Tuesday, Feb. 2:
   0618 – intrusion alarm, S. Edgemont Ave.
   0920 – operating while intoxicated, Sumpter/Main
   1914 – intrusion alarm, W. Davis St.
Wednesday, Feb. 3:
   0848 – intrusion alarm, Owen
   1110 – intrusion alarm, Owen
   1128 – disorderly conduct, McBride
   1200 – holdup alarm, Owen
   1424 – juvenile complaint, S. Edgemont Ave.
   1529 – background investigation, Second St.
   1846 – intrusion alarm, W. Davis St.
   1905 – property damage accident, Frosty Boy / 
Main
Thursday, Feb. 4:
   0206 – assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr.
   0901 – animal complaint, Loza Ln.
   0922 – intrusion alarm, Sumpter Rd.
   1228 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1238 – larceny, W. Columbia Ave.
   1357 – parking complaint, Potter Dr.
   1355 – assist fire dept., E. Huron River Dr.
Friday, Feb. 5:
   0957 – vehicle lockout, South St.
   1019 – assist fire dept.,  W. Columbia Ave.
   1053 – intrusion alarm, Carmell St.
   1634 – juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   1715 – animal complaint, Sumpter Rd.
   1724 – traffic complaint, N. Aberdeen Ct.
   1842 – intrusion alarm, W. Davis St.
Saturday, Feb. 6:
   0211 – assist fire dept., S. Liberty St.
   1033 – assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
   1256 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1319 – assist fire dept., Santa Clara St.
   1409 – civil matter, Menlo Park Dr.
   1750 – breaking & entering, Loza Ln.
   1842 – civil matter, South St.

   2223 – domestic assault, Carmell St.
Also on this week’s log are 36 traffic stops.

Sunday, Jan. 31:
   0646 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Bontekoe
   0836 – alarm, 49000 bl. Judd Rd.
   0853 – breaking & entering, 20000 bl. Sherwood
   0955 – animal complaint, 42000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1057 – larceny, 26000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1354 – civil dispute, 47000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1450 – reckless driver, Sumpter/Willis
   1742 – animal complaint, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   2019 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Claxton Dr.
   2049 – suspicious incident, 45000 bl. Willis Rd.
Monday, Feb. 1:
   1139 – shots fired, Rawsonville/Willow
   1518 – found property, 17000 bl. Savage Rd.
   1633 – fraud complaint, 45000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1717 – well-being check, Montana
Tuesday, Feb. 2:
   0012 – well-being check, 20000 bl. Karr Rd.
   0441 – fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Lohr Rd.
   0711 – suspicious person, 20000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   0921 – fraud complaint, 26000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1421 – warrant arrest pick up, out of township
   1523 – traffic hazard, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1628 – property damage accident, 47000 bl. Bemis
   2143 – warrant arrest pick up, out of township
   2157 – warrant arrest pick up, Willis/Lohr
Wednesday, Feb. 3:
   0805 – citizen assist, Judd/Martinsville
   1107 – animal complaint, 26000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1320 – down wires, 20000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1656 – breaking & entering, 20000 bl. Sherwood
   1739 – assist other agency, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1923 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Judd Rd.
Thursday, Feb. 4:
   0830 – suspicious incident, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1224 – suspicious incident, 41000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1245 – fraud complaint, Texas
   1541 – animal complaint, Oakville Waltz/Sumpter
   1739 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1802 – truancy investigation, 45000 bl. Paris Dr.
   1846 – warrant arrest pick up, out of township
Friday, Feb. 5:
   0312 – fire dept. assist, 25000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   0838 – malicious destruction of property, 17000 bl. 
Sumpter Rd.
   1515 – breaking & entering, Delaware
   1720 – fraud complaint, Hampshire Dr.
   1928 – suspicious vehicle, 28000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1934 – suspicious incident, 25000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Saturday, Feb. 6:
   0029 – operating while intoxicated arrest, Willow 
/ Karr
   0743 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   0836 – suspicious incident, Nevada
   0917 – fire dept. assist, 50000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1224 – animal complaint, 18000 bl. Savage Rd.
   1310 – civil dispute, 19000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   1608 – suspicious incident, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1628 – well-being check, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1740 – property damage accident, 21000 bl. 
Clemmons Ct.
   2155 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   2220 – suspicious incident, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   2231 – mental health commitment, 44000 bl. Harris 
Rd.
   2233 – well-being check, 49000 bl. Wear Rd.
   2247 – animal complaint, 28000 bl. Martinsville
Also on this week’s log are 14 follow-up investigations, 
33 miscellaneous details, 230 patrol checks, and 47 
traffic stops.

   Frazier said she and Van Tassel had 
raised their voices in a discussion about 
the Savage Elementary teachers that were 
put on paid administrative leave and other 
issues.
   Trustee Frazier said Belleville Police 
Cpl. Todd Schrecengost told her he got a 
call from the administration building that 
said an irate parent was at the board office. 
When he got there, Cpl. Schrencengost 
said Van Tassel told him Frazier was going 
to attack him.
   She said she and Van Tassel were talking 
and, “Mr. Van Tassel was hollering just as 
much as I was.”
   Frazier said it all started when she 
emailed Van Tassel asking if they could 
have a meeting so she could clarify some 
things. She received a response from Van 
Tassel’s secretary Pam Johnson, saying 4 
p.m. on Thursday would be good.
   Frazier said she contacted board president 
Brent Mikulski to invite him to come along, 
but he was busy with his work. She called 
Trustee Kathy Kovach and she agreed to 
come to the meeting.
   Frazier said she started off questioning 
Van Tassel about “why this tragedy” is 
occurring, with a cheating story about Van 
Buren Schools in the Michigan Association 
of School Boards publication as well as all 
over the Detroit media.
   She said she told him, “It all lies at your feet 
because you started the investigation.”
   She said she told him when there was 
accused cheating at Haggerty a few years 
ago, the school district got the same letter 
from the state, but nobody in the public 
knew about it because he didn’t publicize 
it.
   “Why was nothing said about Haggerty?” 
she asked.
   She said Van Tassel told her that was 
because Haggerty was going to be closed.
   Frazier said a crying mother of a third 
grader called her and said her student 
cried because her teacher cried when she 
was removed. The child asked his mom if 
he was a cheater because his teacher is a 
cheater.
   Frazier said she asked Van Tassel why he 
didn’t talk about Haggerty and put it out in 
public but walked teachers out in front of 
their students at Savage.
   She reports, Van Tassel replied, “I had to. 
Legal counsel advised me to. You want me 
to go against legal advice?”
   Frazier said she’d like to see some 
common sense used.
   She said that contrary to what Van Tassel 
said, board members did not get information 
on what he was going to do to the Savage 
teachers before he marched them out and 
put them on leave.
   Frazier said he called her a liar and 
slammed his fist down on the table and 
said, “Miss Frazier. I don’t have to take this 
abuse from you.”
   She said he turned and was walking out of 
the conference room, away to his office and 
she touched his shirt to get his attention at 

   Feb. 9 – Dolly Mitchell
   Feb. 11 – Carol Ciotta, Greg Bodziak
   Feb. 15 – Joyce Hagerman
   Feb. 13 – Tessa Francis
   Feb. 15 – Joyce Hagerman
   Feb. 16 – Chris Whitt
   Feb. 17 – Jay Mitchell
   Feb. 19 – Anna Cinnamon
   Feb. 28 – Olivia Bodziak
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the doorway to his office. She said Trustee 
Kovach placed herself between them and 
walked Van Tassel to his desk. Curriculum 
Director Jeff Moore, Shonte Langford-
Green, Pam Johnson, 
and James Williams 
were in the area outside 
his office and all 
filled out statements 
following Van Tassel’s 
complaint to police.
   Frazier said Van 
Tassel had told her he 
has a source that said 
Frazier had been at 
Savage School questioning teachers.
   “Whoever your source is, I have not 
stepped inside Savage School this year,” 
Frazier said she replied.
   Frazier said she told Van Tassel she did 
not appreciate him calling her a liar.
   “Show me the email,” Frazier said she 
insisted and Van Tassel did not reply.
   At that point, Frazier said, Green told 
Moore to get his phone out.
   Frazier said Pam Johnson said it was 
appalling that school board members would 
go on social media. Frazier said she replied 
she plays games on social media and told 
Johnson that Johnson asked Frazier to 
be her Friend on Facebook and Johnson 
denied that.
   Frazier said she left the building of her 
own volition and got in her car. She said 
there was no one in the parking lot or 
following her. She took a quick trip to West 
Grand Boulevard in Detroit and was on 
I-94 coming back from Detroit when she 
saw she had a call from the administration 
building. When she answered it, it was 
Cpl. Schrencengost telling her she had a 
complaint filed against her for assault.
   Frazier said she told the officer that Van 
Tassel and her both lost their cool and the 
frustration level was pretty high, but they 
were just talking loudly.
   She said when someone calls her a liar 
that really upsets her.
   Frazier said she was asked to write a 
statement for the police and on Friday 
afternoon, the next day, she was working 
on it. She said the Detroit Free Press had 
just called her and she had talked to them.
   Frazier said a longtime Belleville real 
estate broker called her and asked what 
Van Tassel is trying to do.
   The broker said real estate companies are 
trying to get people into the community, 
but clients are asking questions about the 
terrible news about the school.
   One asked, “What is your superintendent 
doing? Throwing the district under the 
bus?”
   Frazier, who is a real estate salesperson, 
said she has a professional couple that is 
looking at a home in Van Buren Township 
and they heard news about cheating at Van 
Buren Public Schools and then went on the 
school website where they saw the second 
letter.
   The couple is leery about moving into 
such a school district.

Drops charges
(continued from page 18)

   “This is not good for business, not good 
for kids,” said the broker.
   “I guess I should say I’m lucky I got 
an audience with him,” Frazier said. She 
said board vice president Martha Toth “is 
always in his office” and Frazier has only 
been allowed in his office once.
   “I’m always sent to the conference room,” 
Frazier said.
   Frazier said she asked Van Tassel about 
while there were 12 teachers who gave the 
test at Savage, how did he determine to 
take five off the job?
   “Was it because they were friends with 
the former principal?” she asked.
   In looking back, she said she remembers 
Moore saying one of those teachers 
removed, was “an exceptional teacher.”
   Another teacher removed, was on the 
BHS cheerleading team with Green, 
who removed her from Savage that day. 
Frazier asked how Green could remove her 
friend?
   She noted that the five teachers her 
granddaughter has had so far in her school 
years have had to resign.
   “I’ve been concerned, but maybe I’m 
daydreaming,” Frazier said.
   A parent reported to the Independent that 
on Jan. 26, the day after the last school 
board meeting, Pam 
Johnson called the 
police after the parent 
insisted on talking with 
Van Tassel. A father 
who also tried to see 
Van Tassel that day said 
he couldn’t see him 
and Johnson wouldn’t 
make an appointment 
for him to see Van Tassel about the Savage 
scandal.
   A report by Channel 2 News on the Feb. 
4 6 o’clock news, started out with Anchor 
Hewell Perkins saying they had another 
“shocking” report out of Van Buren Public 
Schools. A reporter interviewed Frazier 
and tried to talk to Van Tassel.
   Moore came to the door of the 
administration building and told the news 
crew that Van Tassel was in a very long 
meeting, but said he would come back to 
tell them when Van Tassel could meet with 
them. The reporter said he never came 
back.
   A camera focused through the window 
of the administration building meeting 
room, where people were gathered, and 
then somebody quickly closed the slats 
that covered the window. They never 
interviewed Van Tassel on the subject.
   In Frazier’s television interview, she told 
about how she just put her hand on his shirt 
to get his attention when he turned from 
her to stalk out of the conference room into 
his office.
   She touched him and, she said, that’s when 
he screamed, “Do not touch me!” She left 
and found out later he complained to police 
that she grabbed his arm and poked him. 
Not true, she said.

Frazier

Van Tassel
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