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Serving the Communities of Belleville, Sumpter and Van Buren F R E E

Council takes
first step for
marijuana

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

At Monday’s regular meeting of the
Belleville City Council via Zoom, Clerk/
Treasurer Verna Chapman presented the
list of the 28 applications received for
marijuana establishments received by the
Jan. 1 deadline.

Under the ordinance passed by voters,
Clerk Chapman said she is obligated to
issue provisional licenses for marijuana
establishments. Under the ordinance
[available for study on the city’s web
site], Chapman has 30 days from the Jan.
1 deadline to award seven provisional
licenses.

At the Feb. 1 meeting, she said of the
28 applications, one was postmarked late,
four were out of the zoned district, and one
did not designate a location, so that left 22
applications.

Chapman said 18 applications were from
Portage Acquisitions, Inc. and all of those
were located at 290 Industrial Park Dr. and
299 Industrial Park Dr., Suites A and D. All
of those scored from 93 to 98.

JLeaf LLC applied for four Microbusiness
locations at 303, 307, 313, and 317
Industrial Park Dr. Those applications
were all scored 65.

Chapman said the applications were
scored as required by the ordinance.

PSFB,LLC applying for a location at
510 Savage Rd. for Retailer, Class C
Cultivation, Processing, and DCL was not
scored.

Also, The Pure Lapeer, LLC, which
applied for Retailer and Provisioning
Center licenses at no address, was not
scored.

She said they did not have more
applications than licenses available.

(continued on page 11)

Independent photo by James Otzman
Slivers of ice curled over the edge of the library Media Center roof in Sumpter Township at about 7:30 a.m., Jan. 28. The metal roof
caused the ice to slip down this way.

VBT Trustees close offices until March 31 on 6-1 vote

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor
The Van Buren Township Hall will be
closed to the public, who will be allowed
in by appointment only until March 31,
following a 6-1 vote at the township board’s
regular meeting on Jan. 19 via Zoom.

The agenda item was introduced by
Trustee Kevin Martin who said, “An ounce
of prevention is worth a pound of cure,”
referring to the coronavirus.

The only one voting no was Supervisor
Kevin McNamara who said, “I’m against
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this. I didn’t even want to go on split shifts.
It just didn’t work very well the first time
around. I believe the government should be
open.”

Supervisor McNamara said that a little
old lady comes to the door and wants to
know why she can’t go to the treasurer’s
office to pay her taxes. He said many
people are not internet-savvy and don’t call
on the phones.

“Meijer’s is open. Walmart is open. Zero
new cases yesterday. It’s amazing. We’re
coming out of the problem,” he said.

Trustee Reggie Miller said she thinks the
board should protect the people.

“They want to pay a bill? Drop it in
the box,” she said. “They can make
appointments ... The numbers are going
down, yes ... We need to be proactive. We

can do it pretty easily.”

“No, no,” said McNamara to the “easily”
comment. “Who’s going to stand at the
front door?”

Miller replied that Nicole Sumpter,
Human Resources Director, said they
could get someone for the door. Miller said
Director Sumpter had been called away on
an emergency and wasn’t present at the
meeting.

McNamara said in Belleville and Canton
he hears people are screaming they can’t
get into the offices. The residents want to
know why the township can’t open the door
and let a little old lady go to the treasurer’s
office, he said.

Clerk Leon Wright said 262 people came
into township hall to go to the treasurer’s

(continued on page 15)
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We Care about your Animals
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Certified Organic Products s
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White Pine
Your Smile Comes Finot!

Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002 187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

Available | 10a.m. -4 p.m.

s Now Booking New Patients ¢
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Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

Belleville Area Independent/February 4, 2021

Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors
202 BELLEVILLE CO-OP
C@P For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide
csl SUP?:"E & DEVE_‘L;OWPNS(!‘E'“N: the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors.
Alordsble Fental Communt _ ——
575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville I v ;

For more information call:

734-699-8676
M-W-F ogam-Noon

Amenities
®  100% Smoke free campus . Subsidized rent
®  Individual heating & cooling ®  Onssite laundry
®  Emergency in-unit pull cords ®  Transportation available
B = www.csi.coop (800) 593-3052 DD (800) 348701 5 0 - |

COVID-19 TESTING
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FORMER HEALTH SMART PHARMACY LOCATION! _ Personal &
www.truewellnessrx.com jfE) | Confidential.

SERVING BELLEVILLE & SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN!

BARNETT

— ROOﬁng and Siding, INC. m—
OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Roofing ¢ Siding * Flat Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES!

Now Turu Fesrunry 28, 2021
Receive Our CerTainTEeD Roor 4-S1ar

ExTeNDED WARRANTY FoR FREE! CURRENT &
Past Miuitary MemBers witl RecEIVE A
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Licensed & Insured

CALL (734) 397-8122

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com
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OAKLEY, Ray BaN, Boss, Tom FORrD, AND
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Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
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Belleville, MI 48111 perspec’“\/e
734.699.1010 e EVECARE

perspectiveeyecare.com
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Deputy Supervisor Ken Bednark rejects Sumpter board’s offer

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

Sumpter Township Deputy Supervisor
Ken Bedna.rk told the Independent he has
' [ ¥ rejected the offer made
by the township board
 at its Jan. 26 meeting

' because it falls far short
L~ @1‘ of what is owed.

w .5 Deputy Bednark
=g .£L said he has advised the
5 township that on Feb.
- 10 he will tender his
‘g“*“; resignation letter and

Bednark he will sign it as of the
settlement. He has ceased to perform daily
activities at the township.

When Bednark was sworn in as deputy
in November, Supervisor Tim Bowman
requested the same pay for him as previous
deputy Karen Armatis was paid, $31.44
per hour, because the Michigan Township
Association told him that was proper. He
also got medical coverage as she did.

All township meetings were canceled
through the end of the year because of the
coronavirus and state regulations.

But, at a special township board meeting
on Dec. 15, the board voted 5-2 (with
Trustee Morgan and Supervisor Bowman
voting no) to reduce Bednark’s pay to
$8.406 per year ($8.08 per hour), cut his
full-time status to half time (20 hours) and
take away all benefits.

The township then started deducting
what it had originally paid him from his
paycheck, which left him with no paycheck
at all.

Newly elected Trustee Peggy Morgan
brought the problem to the board at its
Jan. 12 meeting and the board voted
unanimously to have attorney Rob Young
look into the situation.

At its Jan. 26 meeting, Young reported
that the original payments to Bednark
were not illegal. They discussed statutory
and nonstatuatory duties. Young asked
Bowman what did he intend for his deputy
and Bowman said, “When I set Kenny’s
pay it was for nothing more than normal,
statutory duties... I knew no more.”

Trustees Morgan and Tim Rush pushed
for an immediate resolution to the problem
instead of having it drag on to another
meeting. Trustee Matt Oddy made a
motion, that the board voted unanimously
to approve, to pay Bednark $31.44 per
hour in wages from Nov. 20 through Dec.
15, plus $500 to satisfy other pay issues.

Also during the Jan. 26 meeting, Trustee
Morgan drew the board’s attention to
payments on that night’s list of warrants
being approved for Karen Armatis’ medical
and dental insurance through February.
Armatis has been gone since Nov. 20,

Trustee Morgan said. The payments
were $903.48 per month for medical for
December, January, and February, plus her
Delta Dental at $119.73.

Bednark told the Independent that he had
told attorney Young that the board already
has the letter he sent detailing what he
wants and that still holds.

At4:30 p.m. Feb. 1, a special virtual board
meeting was posted for 6 p.m., Tuesday,
Feb. 2, with one item on the agenda: A
closed-door session “pursuant to MCL
15.268 (e) and (h) to consider attorney-
client privileged material exempt from
discussion or disclosure by state or federal
law and to review pending litigation with
the State of Michigan Department of Labor
and Economic Opportunity Division.”

[The Independent will report next week
on what public information is announced at
that meeting.]

In other business at the Jan. 26 meeting
the board:

* Approved warrants totaling $513,807.36,
with questions on the Armatis medical
payments. Trustee Tim Rush asked Clerk
Esther Hurst to check that out with Human
Resources Director Michelle Bellingham
and report back to the full board;

* Removed from the agenda again,
without comment, the termination request
of Daniel Frost as fire fighter;

* Tabled for two weeks a vote on the
approval of Eric Partridge to the planning
commission with a term to expire Jan.
11, 2024. Supervisor Bowman appointed
Partridge and said he would make a fine
member of the planning commission,
but Trustee Oddy wanted the board
to reappoint Bart Patterson, whom he
prefers. Oddy suggested expanding the
planning commission to nine members
from the current seven so both Partridge
and Patterson could be seated. Oddy
wanted Patterson reappointed first, with
Partridge waiting to see if the commission
is expanded. Patterson was appointed on
Aug. 11 by Supervisor John Morgan to
fill an unexpired term through Jan. 12,
after Virginia Belinski resigned. Patterson
attended the Aug. 13 meeting and no more
have been held since then. Oddy, who is
liaison to the planning commission, did not
attend the Aug. 13 meeting;

» Approved the supervisor’s appointment
of Sherry Olds to the Zoning Board of
Appeals as an alternate with a term to
expire Jan. 13, 2024, on a 4-2 vote, with
Trustees Rush and Oddy voting no;

* Approved the supervisor’s reappointment
of Karen Woodington as alternate to the
Board of Review with a term starting Jan.
1,2021 and expiring Jan. 1,2024;

* Approved the supervisor’s reappointment
of Katrina Guisgand to the Board of

Review to expire Jan. 1, 2024;

* Approved the supervisor’s reappointment
of Kathie Steigerwald to the ZBA with a
term ot expire Dec. 17, 2023;

* Approved the
updated virtual meeting
protocol as of Jan. 21,
as presented by Trustee
Rush;

* Approved having ,ﬁ
the treasurer’s office =

establish an escrow
account supporting
the township’s 2009 . -’;\

participation  in Bowman
DIFS Fire Insurance Wlthholdmg Program
and Resolution 2021-05;

* Approved the cooperative agreement
for the federal Community Development
Block Grant program;

* Heard Trustee Morgan make a motion
to immediately change from a part-time to
full-time position for the treasurer’s clerk
Erica Campbell, consistent with the union
bargaining agreement for AFSCME Local
1882.14. There was no support so the
motion died. The agenda item was placed
by Treasurer James Clark and he said he
needed Campbell full time, but he did not
support the motion or explain why;

» Approved asking the attorney to draft
a new version of the existing contract for
Eric Luke as public safety director, since
the current one expires in March;

e Approved reopening the township
recycling center on Feb. 6, dependant
on Governor’s executive orders and/or
MDHHS directives, as scheduled by the
clerk’s office. Clerk Hurst said she would
like to open township hall and the senior
center when they can do so safely with
whatever standards are set for the number
of people allowed, and the board added
that to the motion and approved it;

* Heard Supervisor Bowman say he came
to township hall at 3:30 p.m. earlier that
day before the 6 p.m. meeting to get an
updated agenda packet and the agenda the
clerk’s office gave him, and what he tried
to run the meeting from, was not the latest
agenda;

* Heard Rush report on the recent Parks
and Recreation Commission meeting. He
said the commission starts planning for
Sumpter Fest in December and all events
are on the back burner. The only thing
planned for this year is the turkey shoot in
October. “Everything else is off the table,”
he said;

* Heard Oddy ask to set up Zoom meetings
for the planning commission and Board of
Zoning Appeals so they don’t have to be
postponed and people can continue their
projects. He asked the board to direct the
financial director to contact members on

what help they need to be on Zoom and
provide laptops or have them use their
phones. Clerk Hurst said there are seven to
nine members of the planning commission
and there are BZA members — too many
to provide laptops. Hurst said she will ask
Michelle Cole to explore the capabilities of
each commission;

e Learned Supervisor Bowman has yet
to appoint board liaisons for the township
departments;

* Heard Trustee Morgan say the township
is still working on transferring the financial
account administration name at the credit
union from John Morgan and Karen
Armatis. Those names have been on it since
John Morgan was treasurer and Armatis his
deputy. “When somebody leaves office, it
needs to be changed,” Trustee Morgan said,
adding that Supervisor Morgan and Deputy
Armatis have been gone since November
and it’s almost February. Ken Bednark said
when he was treasurer he attempted to talk
to Supervisor Morgan and Armatis but they
were uncooperative and refused to discuss
it. He said Public Service Credit Union
said unless those names were removed
the township treasurer had no way to get
them in their names. Bednark said when
Bowman and he came into the township
after being sworn in, the transfer of power
was “just keys thrown on the table.” He
said with the two of them out of office,
the problem has escalated and no longer is
minor. Reportedly, Financial Director Cole
is working to solve the problem;

e Heard Supervisor Bowman thank
the people of Sumpter Township who
supported him when he had a loss in the
family. “I appreciated that,” he said; and

e Heard Trustees Oddy, Rush, and
Morgan compliment Bowman for doing
a good job at chairing what was only his
second meeting.

Sumpter Township
distributing limited
number of face masks

Sumpter Township is in receipt of a
limited supply of masks from Wayne
County. The township board is distributing
the masks to township residents.

The masks come in packages of five. Due
to the limited quantities, the residents are
asked to limit themselves to one package
per household.

The masks are available daily at each
of the township hall entrances and at the
Sumpter Community Center main entrance
doors from 9 am. to 4 p.m., Monday
through Friday.
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Editorial
Independent
presenting annual
salary reports

We started with the Independent’s annual
public employee salary report for the
Belleville Area District Library in the Jan.
21 edition of our paper and then progressed
to the Keystone Charter Academy report on
salaries on Jan. 28.

This week we are presenting the city of
Belleville report. Still coming are the reports
from Van Buren Township, Van Buren
Public Schools, and Sumpter Township.

We started with the library because Library
Director Mary Jo Suchy is so efficient that
she gets the report off to us immediately
after receiving our Freedom of Information
Act request. Keystone, of course, goes
through the National Heritage Academies’
headquarters in Grand Rapids and their
professionals get it to us very quickly, as
well.

The city of Belleville uses Plante Moran
as its financial director and Plante Moran
has done our FOIA request for several years
and gets it pretty fast, as well.

Van Buren and Sumpter townships, along
with the school district asked for 10-day
extensions of their FOIAs. We finally have
them all and will print them, one each week,
until we are done with our report to our
readers. All of the reports were by email,
which is great. Sumpter is the only one that
charged us for the FOIA. It billed us $92.42,
the same as last year.

These are the salaries paid to our friends
and neighbors who work for these bodies.
Too much? Not enough? You decide.

EXTRA THINGS | KNOW

We were alerted that on Friday residents
of the Belleville Co-op on Sumpter Road
got their first vaccine shots.

sksksk

The same caller told us about a phone
scam. She got a text from Father John at
St. Anthony Catholic Church. He said he
had gone into a meeting and he needed her
to buy a I-Tune gift card and he would pay
her back. She didn’t recognize the phone
number and he signed his name Reverend
instead of Father. It wasn’t from Fr. John,
after all. She gives a warning to others on
this.

sksksk

Although swimming pools are expensive
to maintain inside a recreation center, we
are getting comments from Van Buren
Township residents that our senior citizens
would really enjoy a pool for exercising in
the water.

And others suggest that young children
could learn to swim which could save
their lives since we live around Belleville
Lake in a Great Lakes state that is full of
waterways.

They are responding to last week’s story
in the Independent about the new recreation
center being planned at VBT.

I remember the public meetings at
Belleville High School years ago before the
district had a swimming pool. My mother
stood up to speak about the importance of
a pool. It was very brave of her since all
her teeth had to be pulled to save her life
and it was hard for her to enunciate with
no teeth. I was just a little girl at the time,
but I remember sitting next to her at that
crowded, public meeting in the high school
gym. She was dressed up and very pretty.

N
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She was among the many parents who
got together to support a swimming pool
so their children could learn to swim and
wouldn’t drown in Belleville Lake. They
succeeded in getting the pool. The pool in
our new high school is much fancier, but
the smaller pool filled the need.

I remember my older brothers and their
friends used to take my sister and I across
the neighboring farmer’s field to the Huron
River to play in the water. We wore life
preservers so we wouldn’t drown, but I
remember one time my little sister started
rolling down the river downstream as her
life preserver turned around and around.
My brothers pulled her out, but they never
told my mother what happened. And, I was
sworn to secrecy.

All this is to say a pool would be nice
to have for many reasons, even though it
is expensive. Once you start going down
this rec center route and you ask for
suggestions, you are sure to meet up with
those who would like a pool.

The township is seeking input from
residents. It has turned the project over
to the Recreation Committee to get more
ideas from the public. The committee
meets at 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, Feb. 9.
Check out the township website for the
link to the Zoom meeting. It also will be
shown on You Tube.

There were power outages in the city of
Belleville on Monday afternoon along East

’l”/ A_Jarﬂ

Huron River Drive, Potter Drive, and at
Five Points, where stop signs were put up.
The traffic moved very nicely using stop
signs, with some people saying the traffic
moves better with the signs than with the
lights.

Belleville Mayor Pro Tem Jesse Marcotte,
who lives in the area that had no power,
had a city council Zoom workshop meeting
at 6 p.m. He said
his generator wasn’t
working, so he was
out in his truck on his
phone and freezing and
his wife was in the dark
house with two babies.

Fellow council
members offered to
come over and fix his generator or help
however they could, but he declined. After
the meeting started, the lights came on
about 6:01 p.m. He said he would wait for
a break and then get back into the house -
and he did.

The power had gone out about 2:14
p.m., reportedly after a tree-cutting service
accidentally cut some limbs that fell on
lines. There were multiple fires along
Martinsville and Savage from this, as well.

Belleville Police Chief Dave Robinson
said the outages were weird, with Five
Points being out and the police station at
Five Points not affected. Also, parts of
some buildings were out and not other
parts.
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Bemis Road @ Savage Roads

Columbia Court
Apartments
275 W. Columbia * Belleville

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences
Affordable Housing * Sec 8-202

Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

& 734-697-8200

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips.
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

=]

. . s i - de . _
Don't Buy A Furnace Until mmﬂﬁﬂﬁm
[ _H: /we@ GITY, STATE & COTY

COMFORT SYSTEMS . satinguin §

ENPLOTEES!
Your HEATING & CooLING FAMILY ﬂm% e
[+

==
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Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!
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10 year parts and labor 4
Humidifer & Digital
==

For Free Estimates, Call
(313) 381-2800 =g Thermostat with Installation
0740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, Ml 48180 = of Furnace & Central Air!
FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 42 YEARS! ke J

| T AV T T L. S

Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.
Criss, Wilmarth & Parr

Certified Public Accountants

Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA Gayl Parr, CPA

Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals
* Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements

Payroll Services
¢ Business and Personal Tax Returns

Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation

Visit our website
www.bellevilletaxservices.com

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

All major credit cards accepted 152 Main Street

Visa | (S R: = (in The Professional Building)
se”/f’le Belleville, Ml 48111

Quickbooks Training and Support

Give your NO answer
to VB School Board

To the editor:

HATS OFF, and my utmost gratitude to our
gallant and community-minded Van Buren
School Board members who are asking for
comments from all residents of our school
district regarding marijuana outlets and
“dealers” being permitted to buy school-
owned (and taxpayer, resident-owned)
land on Sumpter Road for the purpose of
“drugging” our community.

I am deeply saddened to read the names of
those whose ONLY focus is of a huge profit
in the sale of the property -- school revenue
-- at the same time turning a blind eye to the
devastating, life-changing drug habit known
as marijuana.

It is proven to be mind-altering; just the
beginning (an OPEN pathway) to far more
poisonous, life-threatening drugs!

Yes, we MUST comment; we must
honestly, thoughtfully and deeply consider
the deadly consequences of the drug on our
society, most importantly our youth. Drugs,
such as marijuana when bought and sold as
“medicinal” and introduced into the home
by a parent is euphoric and mind-altering
-- a clear pathway to harder, deadlier drugs.

Then, too, consider how our community
will drastically change if and when we
allow it to become an atmosphere that will
traffic a most UNdesirable population into
our present law-abiding, beautiful, and law-
abiding community. If we vote to allow
this “business” in our community, the
UNdesirables will surely invade us!

Consider how we will be forced to pay
higher school taxes if and when marijuana
becomes a common drug. There will be a
need to hire more teachers and counselors
to “handle” this introduction of drugs.

I have no doubt that if our school board
and community agrees to sell said property
on Sumpter to any “drug-minded” person or
organization, there will also be allowed in
our schools free-flowing marijuana vending
machines. Do you recall hearing about
vending machines selling condoms within
schools?

It would be interesting to “poll” our Van
Buren teachers and school administrators
-- what is your opinion? What does your
union (NEA/MEA) think? (The unions who
dictate whether or not our teachers will or
will not teach in an open, personal classroom
atmosphere.)

Considering our present unfortunate
(Covid-19) pandemic, this generation of
students is being forced to remain home,
learning outside the classroom and away
from their schoolmates and activities.
Bored, some suicidal tendencies, and given
to conditions which will positively invite
euphoric drugs such as marijuana. Then,
off they go to heavier, more habit-forming,
deadly drugs.

Parents: Is this the education pathway and
lifestyle you prefer for your children?

Teachers and Administrators: Is this

Page 5

your preferred atmosphere to educate our
students?

I am thankful for the wise decision of the
board members to open a welcome door to
our residents, asking for comments. I am
glad a majority of our school board members
see the wisdom of looking beyond profit
from a drug to the very life, liberty and drug-
free lifestyle of our children and students.

They did NOT initiate an easy way out,
(“cop-out”) by passing a decision-making
judgment on to marijuana profiteers who
envision and worship the dollar -- NOT our
children’s lives and well-being.

How can anyone in their right mind
willingly and knowing send their children to
a school that would allow a “pathway” drug
to be sold and purchased within our school
district?

Parents: Please join with me -- get
involved before it is too late; send your
comment (either “yes” or a definitive NO)
to the Van Buren Board of Education and/or
this newspaper.

Your children, our students, our community,
and you, yourself, will be forever thankful
when you say NO to selling OUR taxpayer/
school-owned land to drugs (marijuana).
Note to ALL PARENTS living in the
tri-county area of Belleville, Van Buren
Township and Sumpter Township: Don’t
wait any longer! Take the time now to voice
your opposition to the sale of our (taxpayers’)
school property for use as a “drug store.”
Phone or go online: VBPS -Supt Kudlak at
(734) 697-9123, www.vanburenschools.net
— or -- write to either Supt. Kudlak at 555
West Columbia Ave., Belleville, 48111 - or
to: Rosemary Otzman, Editor, Independent
newspaper.

GOD BLESS AMERICA.
(Mrs.) Ruth E. Bleeker
Belleville

Rec center: Either give
refund or vote on it

To the editor:

This is in response to the story from
the Independent on Jan 28, “VBT moves
forward on plans for new rec center.”

It was reported that there was zero
community opposition to spending $7.25
million VBT taxpayer dollars for the new rec
center. We may be the only VBT residents
who were not called for our opinion during
the March, 2019 feasibility study.

I have a different plan for the $7.25
million, which is obviously burning a
hole in the pockets of McNamara, Wright,
and crew. Let’s take the $7.25 million and
divide it among the approximately 12,000
households in VBT. We’ll take it in the form
of a $600 check or just reduce our property
taxes by that amount in 2021.

We don’t need VBT to get into the gym/
fitness business. Let’s leave that to the
private sector gyms and fitness centers,
which have suffered enough this last year
due to shutdowns. At the very least, this
proposal and expenditure should be put on
the ballot for residential approval.

David & Beth Booher
VBT residents since 1980
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More Letters

People wonder why our
children are depressed

To the editor:
In regards to the controversial book at
BHS, “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings.”
I was never given advanced notice of this
book not to mention the rape scene. It was
more than just a rape scene.

This book vividly describes, in detail,
an 8-year-old girl that is first molested
and then raped. If this book were a movie
it would be rated “R” and a 15-year-old
would not be permitted into the theater
much less be shown in school.

These chapters (11-13) are disgusting.
Reading it made me sick to my stomach.
The school board and those that approved
this should be ashamed of themselves.

This is not the first time I have had issue
with the reading material.
Ninth graders are required to read “Speak.”
It is about an incoming freshman girl that
is raped, enters into deep depression, cuts
herself, and contemplates suicide. Then
“Romeo and Juliet”... teenagers that kill
themselves because they cannot get their
way. And, “To Kill a Mocking Bird.” Rape,
incest, and racism.

Then people wonder why our children are
depressed. Is our school board unable to
find happy books for our children to read?

Joe Flange
Van Buren Township

“There is a cult of ignorance in the
United States, and there has always
been. The strain of anti-intellectualism
has been a constant thread winding its
way through our political and cultural
life, nurtured by the false notion that
democracy means that ‘my ignorance is
just as good as your knowledge.’”

— Isaac Asimov

BONEGUTTERS

TREE EXPERTS, LLC

WINTER SPECIALS

PROFESSIONAL SERVICE YEAR ROUND
50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD,/BRUSH!
Storm Clean Up
Free Estimates
Tree Topping & Trimming
Tree & Shrub Removal
Stump Removal * Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts

<—<(734) 431-4202

A “Real Latate with Real Service”

Mllltl Million
Dollar Club

B ngela Nettro & Co. Real Estate

734-697-6655
Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112 \\k ///,
EMail: nettroandco@comecast.net Broken
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com
s Residential *¢ Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, MONDAY - SATURDAY

11 A.M. - 3 P.M. CALL 734-461-9458

e "efs . 7344619458
People Meet Visit us @
Promoting a ﬂ fmarl org
Healthy

and Safe and on
Environment

for All-~ Friends of Mlchlgall

Animals Rescue

IMPORT AND DOMESTIC

Burhop's Colllision

Bobpy aND FENDER REPAIR
CompLETE GLASS INSTALLATION
(734) 699-3641
Fax: (734) 699-3856

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m.

112 Davis St.
Belleville, Ml 48111

“ Free Estimates
‘n Service & Repair
Dléun (ﬁleamgcl%/[
as Lines ore
PLUMBING

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Licensed & Insured
Honest & Reliable

) All Insurances Welcome

_:_.,/ SuUMETER Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
/ COLLISION Onsite Rental Cars
W A Family Tradilion Since 1957 H V Repa,r
James Chudzinski - Owner ‘ ‘ Auto Glass
Kevin Schewe - Manager (o
21585 Sumpter Rd. :_’ | Motorcycle

Belleville, Ml 48111 & Watercraft

734.699.7758 p—
@ jim@sumptercollision.com See P
www.sumptercollision.com Eﬁ!} TRAINED

Save 80% on DIVORCE

You can have confidence with CS&R
we have been proudly providing quality service since 1992

OUR PRICE IS AFFORDABLE
OUR SERVICE MAKES US THE BEST
WITH OUR DIVORCE SERVICE YOU DON'T GET A CONFUSING INSTRUCTION
SHEET - WEGETIT DONE!!

CS & R DIVORCE & DISABILITY 734-425-1074 (or you can text to
734-221-0844)
WEBSITE: www.CSRdisability.com

WE’RE AIR CONDITIONING SPECIALISTS!

7 Ownar
ﬁ Randy Martin

AR
i AMIEY

~F  Martin & Son

Auto Repair
734-697-7765

Hours Mon - Fri
Bam - Spm

401 Sumpter Rd
Belleville MI 48111

FULL LINE GROCERY
FRESH SUBS &
SANDWICHES
FuLL DELI, BEER

CuNTY

“"YOUR HOME Tﬂll"'ﬂ'

A WINE AND LIQUOR
COUNTRY STORE

36888 Huron River Dr.
New Boston. MI 48164

734-753-3173

WWW.ZORROAPPS.COM

ZorroApps offers
free-speech servers and
non-censoring website
development and design
for your server needs.

CaLL ZorroArps @ 734-325-5800

\NEST BRANCH BU’LDERS

A
w,:;
LICENSED I SERVING OUR
INSURED 7 COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS
21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111
RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL TIM BOWMAN

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com PHONE 734-476-1098

J.R's Tree Service
734-250-3855
Jeremy Reber

A ner

Free Estimate's
Tree Removal
Tree Tamming
Stump Remowal
r'll'( W l.Mn.}

Lot Clearing

Fully Inallrfd

This Spot is Reserved

For Your Business Gard!

Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych today at 734-699-9020
and make this spot yours.

Be sure to ask him about our buy
3 ads, get 1 free promotion!
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David C. LBrouwn Suncral Some

SErRvING THE CommuNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS

SERVING BELLEVILLE, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP
& VaN BUREN TOWNSHIP

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, Ml 48111
(734) 697-4500

David C. Brown, Manager ¢ Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director
Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

Higgerson & Neal
Funeral Home

Continuing A Belleville Tradition Since 1932

209 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

734-697-9400

VISIT US AT WWW.HNFHOME.COM

734 - 482 - 6000
320 N. Washington - Ypsilanti, Mi
Christopher Janowiak — Licensed Manager

734 - 699 - 6000
19865 Sumpter Road - Belleville, Mi
Geoffrey Janowiak — Licensed Manager

JANOWIAK
FUNERAL HOME
WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST

Funeral Service
Funeral Service with Burial with Cremation to Follow
Service Charge .................c.... $4,890.00 Service Charge ... $4,890.00
Casket 5 colors made in U.S.A. ... $1,395.00 Ceremonial Rental Casket ... $1,095.00
WEvelliner: & o $700.00 Register Book Package....................... $140.00
Register Book Package ... $140.00 Crematory ... $180.00
S $7,125.00 Cremation Authorization ................. $75.00
Same Day T e e Y $6,630.00 Total .o i S $6,380.00

Same Day Service ... $5,885.00

Simpliﬁed Includes arrangement conference,

local transportation, crematory,

Cremation

$1,695

*Certain restrictions apply.

cremation container,

website obituary

and video tribute.

Service Charges to include Basic Service of Funeral Director and Staff, Embalming, Other Preparation
of Body, Visitation at Funeral Home or Other Facility, Funeral Service at Funeral Home or Other Facility,
Transfer to Funeral Home 30 mile radius, Hearse and Service Vehicle. Website Obituary and Video Tribute.
Other charges may include sales tax, cemetery charges, newspaper notices, and vault company service fee.

janowiakfuneralhome.com

Jayne Ellen Atchinson

JAYNE ELLEN ATCHINSON

(June 19, 1944 — January 23, 2021)

Jayne Ellen Atchinson, age 76, of Belleville,
MI, passed away Saturday, January 23, 2021
in Henderson, NV. She was born June 19,
1944 in Windsor, Ontario, Canada, daughter of
Lorne Burton & Daisy Ellen (Allen) Thomas.
She graduated Baldwin high school, class of
1962. She went to Davenport College in Grand
Rapids, MI and earned her Associates degree in
Business Administration.

She married Kurt Atchinson on June 20, 1964.
She enjoyed working alongside her husband and
sons as a dealer for Atchinson Ford, Belleville,
MI. Jayne was a long-time active member
of St. Anthony Catholic Church, Belleville,
where she enjoyed being a council member.
She also enjoyed time working with Belleville
Chamber of Commerce. She loved her time
spent volunteering for Mended Hearts, through
the American Heart Association. Jayne was an
avid golfer, bowler and loved playing cards.
Mrs. Atchinson is survived by her devoted
husband of 56 years Kurt Lee Atchinson; son
Craig (Medina) Atchinson of Belleville, MI;
grandson Travis Atchinson; granddaughters
Ava and Ella Atchinson; three brothers: Ronald
(Carol) Thomas of Cedar Springs, MI, Ralph
Thomas of St. Mary’s, Georgia and Victor
(Karen) Thomas of Grand Rapids, MI; sister
Mary Rayman of Romeo, MI; also numerous
nieces, nephews, extended family and friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents, son
Todd Thomas Atchinson, also a brother Terry
Thomas.

Visitation, Funeral Mass and Interment are
being planned and will be announced soon.
Memorial contributions may be made to Mended
Hearts at https://mendedhearts.org/#donate and
would be appreciated.
www.davidcbrownfh.com

Anita C. Knox

ANITA C. KNOX

(October 21, 1955 — January 19, 2021)

Passed away. Peacefully surrounded by loved
ones at her daughter’s home in Van Buren
Township. She is survived by her daughter
Dorothy (Jeanie) Knox and son Shawn Knox; 4
grandsons and several nieces and nephews and
her 2 fur babies Smokey and Hailey.

Preceded in death by her Irish Twin Susan K.
(Knox) Cappelli, brother Jimmy Knox, mother
and father Clara and Charles Knox.

Anita was cremated and there will be a small
service held at Belleville Faith Assembly by
Pastor Doug Valentine at a later date.
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Annamarie Cardinal

ANNAMARIE CARDINAL

(July 2, 1963 — January 30, 2021)

Annamarie Cardinal, age 57, of Belleville,
MI, passed away Saturday, January 30, 2021
at Beaumont Hospital of Royal Oak. She was
born July 2, 1963. She was born and raised in
Belleville, and graduated from Belleville High
Schoolin 1981. Annamarie was loved by all who
knew her; her laugh was infectious. She liked to
listen to music, live bands or otherwise. She
was well-respected and well-liked at “Quicken
Loans,” her last place of employment. She was
a great mother, sister, and friend to many, who
will miss her terribly, along with many nieces,
nephews, and cousins.

She is survived by her only son, Dakota Austin
John Cardinal of Michigan; four brothers,
Richard Lee Cardinal Jr. of Massachusetts,
James Edward Cardinal, of Alabama, John
Phillip Cardinal, of Massachusetts, and Curtiss
Dean Cardinal, of Tennessee. Also survived by
one sister, Cristy Cardinal of Michigan.

She was preceded in death by her father,
Richard Lee Cardinal, Sr., her mother Nellie
Sue Cardinal, and three brothers, Gary Stephen
Cardinal, Darren Lewis Cardinal, and David
Allen Cardinal.

Due to the Covid-19 pandemic, a memorial
service for Annamarie will be scheduled at a
later date this summer.

Paulina Schaiy

PAULINA SCHAIY

(November 16, 1966 — January 25, 2021)
Paulina Schaiy, age 54, of Tecumseh, MI,
formerly of Los Angeles, California, passed
away Monday, January 25, 2021 at University
Hospitals, Ann Arbor, MI, after a long battle
with cancer. She was born Paula Marie Talicska
on November 16, 1966, daughter of Frances
Kay Verbowski. She graduated from Belleville
High School, class of 1984. She enjoyed being
areal estate agent for many years. Paulina loved
the outdoors: gardening, snow skiing, and water
skiing on Belleville Lake.

She is survived by two grandchildren: Makayla
and Madison; mother Fran (Al) Bittner of Lake
Havasu, Arizona; twin siblings: Sharon (Rick)
Walters of Byron Center, MI and Jim (Tamara)
Talicska of Pinconning, MI; sister Marcie
Talicska of Traverse City, MI and brother Robert
(Jennifer) Talicska of Tecumseh, MI, numerous
extended family and friends. Paulina was
preceded in death by her father John Talicska,
also her daughter Katherine Verbowski in 2017.
Due to Covid-19, private arrangements have
been made with David C. Brown Funeral
Home, Belleville. Memorial donations may be
made to American Cancer Society and would be
appreciated.
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Gary W. Buhro

GARY W. BUHRO

(January 29, 1951 — January 31, 2021)

Gary W. Buhro, Sr., age 70, of Iron River, MI,
passed away on Saturday, January 31, 2021. He
was born on January 29, 1951 in Detroit, MI,
the son of the late Frank W. and Elinor (Birch)
Buhro.

He attended the Detroit Schools, graduating
from Cody High School. Gary married Deborah
Carley on September 3, 1970 in Detroit, MI.
The couple celebrated their 50" wedding
anniversary in 2020.

He was employed as a technician for Michigan
Bell and Ameritech for 45 years. Gary enjoyed
hunting, bowling, fishing, and golfing. He was a
huge supporter of his children in their sporting
endeavors and was always at their games and
meets. Deborah and Gary were the “Team Mom
and Dad.”

Gary is survived by his wife, Deborah Buhro
of Iron River, MI; daughter Chris (Christopher)
Urda of Georgia; son Gary W. Buhro, Jr. of
Westland, MI; daughter, Brenda Buhro of
Westland, MI; his beloved pets Bo and Hope;
grandchildren, Dalton (Drew) and Julia Urda;
siblings Patty (Joe) Radtka, Ray Buhro, Cathy
(Mark) Chidester, Debbie (Dale) Stupyra,
Denise (Pat) Wilkerson, Ronnie (Gale) Buhro,
Donnie (Grace) Buhro, Frank (Chuck) Buhro,
James Buhro, George (Stacey) Buhro, Michelle
(Dawn) Smith, and Ellie (Brian) Rupnow;
the Birch and Mitchell families; many nieces,
nephews, extended family and friends.

He was also preceded in death by his
granddaughter, Zeria Jones.

Private services will be held at a later date.
Condolences may be expressed to the
family of Gary Buhro, Sr. online at www.
jacobsfuneralhomeir.com

Funeral arrangements by the Jacobs Funeral
Home of Iron River.

Read The Newspaper

On The Web!
The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @
(bellevilleareaindependent.com)

ALKALINE WATER
PURIFIED WATER

FILLING STATION

customerond@gmail.com

307 INDUSTRIAL PARK DR
BELLEVILLE, Mi 48111

OPTIMUM
OND

NATURAL
DISTRIBUTORS

Minding
Your Business
with Bob Mytych

The Coldwell Banker team of Ron and Jane
Vesche have been in the realtor business for
more than 21 years serving the Belleville
community and nearly all of Southeast
Michigan. Their office is located in nearby
Plymouth at 177 N. Main St. Call Ron at
(734) 740-3913 or Jane at (734) 740-4165
and visit their website at www.vescheteam.
com. Be sure to check out their ad in today’s

paper.
skkok

Keller’s Farm Bakery at 23888 Haggerty
Rd. between Judd and Wear roads is taking
orders now for Paczki this Paczki Day
coming up on Feb. 16 with traditional flavors
such as strawberry, raspberry, blueberry,
lemon, apple, and custard. They are $14
per dozen and can come with either glaze
or powdered sugar topping. Orders can be
placed by calling (734) 753-4360 and can be
picked up on Monday, Feb. 15, from noon
until 8 p.m. and Fat Tuesday, from 6 a.m. to
6 p.m. The family-owned business has been
baking European recipes since 1954. Visit
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them on Facebook and check out their ad in
today’s paper.
skekok
The 2021 BHS Senior Class will be holding
a Dine to Donate fundraiser on Thursday,
Feb. 25, from 4 to 8 p.m. at Panera Bread
on Michigan Avenue, just west of Belleville
Road in Canton. Anyone can dine in or
carry out and their flyer is available on their
Facbook page at Tiger Parents BHS Class
of 2021.
skl
Zorro Apps of Belleville offers free-
speech servers and non-censoring website
development and design for all your
business and server needs. Call (734) 325-

5800 and visit www.zorroapps.com.

kekosk

The Belleville Area District Library will be
holding its second of two scheduled virtual
Open Mic Nights this Sunday, from 7 until
8 p.m. Participants who wish to take part
can recite a poem, play an instrument, show
off an interesting talent or a keepsake item
and can do so via the library’s Zoom link.
All performances must be appropriate for
family audiences. Visit the library’s website
to register and get a link at www.belleville.
lib.mi.us.com . Virtual Storytime for adults
and children is also happening this month.
See the library’s schedule online for info.

WE’RE OPEN MON.-FRI. 8AM-6PM, SAT. 8AM-NOON

Scott Driscoll, DVM

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

AMC -

\ ' VAN BUREN

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN

491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, Ml 48111

734-699-6510
www.amcvanburen.com

A NI MAL
MEDICAL

| CENTER

Keri Dasher, DVM

More Letters

We didn’t get face mask

To the editor:

Did anyone with a post office box (that
is attached to their home address) receive a
face mask from Van Buren Township? I am
curious because we have received all other
mailings from the township in our P.O. Box
for more than a decade.
Van Buren Townshp resident

Full-Service Spa

Manicures ¢ Pedicures
Facials * Massages
Face & Body Waxing
Lash Lift ¢ Lash Extensions
Lash & Brow Tint
Appointments Are Preferred

Gift Certificates Available.

Tuesday - Friday: 9am-9pm
Saturday: 9am-5pm
Sunday: 10am - 4pm

Ei @Mary Ellen Nail Boutique
@ @MaryEllenNailBoutique

(734) 391-8057

224 E. Columbia Ave.
Belleville, MI 48111

MaryEllenNailBoutique.com

All Technicians Wear Covid-19 Protection

FINANCING AVAILABLE...
60 MONTHS 0% APR

Since
1980

Licensed &
Insured

Connect
with us

flojcly

TUNE UP DIAGNOSTIC |

5109

WITH COMBUSTION | ANY I
GONDITIUNER OR
| e 1 CFURNACE

Not valid with any other offer.
Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings. I
I With C&G coupon. Must present coupon
at time of service. Some restrictions apply.
1 Tune up is eligible for a utility rebate.

Ta
DOCTORS = |

Heating ¢ Air Conditioning  Refrigeration ¢ Duct Cleaning
Furnace Experts ¢ Insurance Claims ¢ Boiler Specialists

Airdoctorshvacservice.com

CALL 234-390-4922

15200 OFF

INSTALLATION

Previous orders excluded. Not valid
with any other offer. Must present
coupon at time of quote. Limited time only.

ENERGY |
AUDIT
|

Not valid with any other offer.
‘Some restrictions may apply.
Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon ¢ Limited Time Only.
Must present coupon at time of service.

e

1$125 OFF | 10% OFF

HUMIDIFIER &
AIR PURIFIER

Not valid with any other offer.
Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
I With C&G coupon ¢ Limited Time Only
Must present coupon at time of service.

* We follow all CDC
Covid-19 guidelines

o All technicians are
trained and background
checked.

» We offer indoor air quality
products keeping your
family safe from viruses

— } o Better Business Bureau

approved

23" OFF

I |
I I
' "ANY A/C OR '
' "HEATING '
. SERVICE |
I I

Not valid with any other offer.
Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon ¢ Limited Time Only.
Must present coupon at time of service.



It all comes down to
having the right
Realtors!

734-740-3913
Ron

734-740-4165
R Jane

We have been full-time professional Realtors for
21 years and throughout these years we have been
honored to work with some amazing clients in Wayne,
Oakland, Livingston, Monroe and Washtenaw Counties.

Deciding to purchase or sell a home is a big decision.
You should put it in the hands of experienced Agents
who will produce results for you.

177 N. Main Street, Suite 100, Plymouth, Ml 48170
Visit www.VescheTeam.com

DatE NiGHT SPECIAL!

¥ Coror, Cut, STYLE

%69.99 R:c. 5100

¥ LasH EXTENSIONS

$59.99 (Rec. $99)
wwn ¥ VOLUME

579.99 ®sc. 120
734-697-4485

Walk Ins & Appointments

Give Your
Sweetheart

A Gift Certificate
This Valentine’s Day!

36 Main Street

PUBLIC MEETING

Febuary 9th, 2021 | 5:30 PM

JOIN THE MEETING
vanburen-mi.org

OR SEND YOUR COMMENTS TO

communications@vanburen-mi.org

Arri

';-s_-... e
W e

Recreation Committee
seeking input on design
of community center

Van Buren Township is seeking input on
designing a new community center at the
township hall, 46425 Tyler Rd.

“Last year we sent residents a feasibly study,”
said VBT Supervisor Kevin McNamara. “The
study showed that 76% of the residents wanted
some type of community center that could
include an indoor track and bigger workout
facilities.

“Nothing is set in stone. We’re looking for
everyone’s feedback on what they want this
community center to include and asking the
public to take part in designing a center that
they can enjoy for years to come.”

To review the Community Center Study

SpeciaLizivg iv Larae avp Hazarpous RemouaLs

PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE

24 Hr. EMERGENCY SERVICE
Tree TrRiIMMING & REMOVAL
Stump & SHRUBBERY REMOVAL
CRANE SERvVICE * FIREWoOOD
FuLLy INsureD ¢ FRee EsTIMATES
Senior Cimizen DiscounT

EMERGENCIES &
BELLEVILLE AREA

Call Tom (734) 864-2243
1 0% OFF MENTION AD
Call Joe (734) 664-9285
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and report visit: https://vanburen-mi.or;
mmunity-center- king-in

Residents who would like to submit input and
feedback can do so in four different ways:

1. Join the Facebook event at https://fb.me/
¢/IWTGFg8Ms and post comments, upload
photos and/or videos of what you would like to
the community center to include.

2. Email comments, photos and video to
mmunications@vanburen-mi.org.

3. Attend Recreation Committee meetings,
which are held virtually, via Zoom due to
COVID-19, until further notice. Recreation
Committee meetings are open to the public
and held bi-monthly on the second Tuesday
of the month at 5:30 p.m. The next Recreation
Committee meeting will be Tuesday, Feb. 9.

a. To join the virtual meeting or view the
agenda of upcoming meetings visit: https:/
vanburen-mi.org/meetings-agendas-and-
minutes/recreation-committee/. The Committee
may meet more regularly in consideration of
this community project.

4. Watch the meetings live on YouTube and
submit your feedback in the comments section:
https://www m/mivanburentw

“This project is an opportunity to bring what
residents want in a community center into
reality,” said Public Services Director Matt
Best. “That is why we are hosting engagement
workshops during the Rec Committee meetings
and seeking input via social media.”

To stay up to date on news and information
regarding this project, follow Van Buren Charter
Township on Facebook, Instagram, and Twitter
at @MiVanBurenTwp. Or follow the VBT
Parks & Rec Facebook page at https://www.
f: k.com/vanburenparksandrecreation

Van Buren Township news release

We Take

ComPETITORS
Goupons!

© Air Temperature Control, Inc.

HEeATING AND COOLING [SERVICE
SALES * SERVICE * PARTS
Licensep & Insurep © Financing AvaiLABLE

e Furnaces °* Air Conditioners * Water Heaters
e Humidifiers ¢ Indoor Air Quality Products

* Duct Cleaning * CO Testing

e Whole House Generators 134'691’8288
687 E. HURON RIVER DR., SUITE 2B
BELLEVILLE, Ml 48111 www.ArcHeaTingAnpGooLING.cOM

CALLS

$49.95

NOW OPEN AND HAVE IMPL)

MENTED PERSONZ

R MEASURES T(

RVE YOU SF

“Serving the community for over 20 years.”
CROWNS ¢ ROOT CANALS + EXTRACTIONS - FILLINGS

WHITENING - BONDING « DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE) . ,-7’
HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL )

Affordable Prices!
SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

Accepting Blue Cross Complete,
United Health, Molina,
Meridian & Medicaid!

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS 734-697-5477

Immediate Dentures and
Flippers Available.

CONPETEIRE T 3008 - INEW PATIENT S Q80 ..

781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville

(IN BELLE PLAZA)

COUPON &X Rays !
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#7\ SELECT SERVICES

S ELITE &5 5 o
WE ARE NOW
HIRING!

Elite Technical Services Group, Inc. Select Services Group, Inc.

A Confined Space Rescue Standby Company.  An Industrial Services Cleaning Company.

Positions Available: Positions Available:

Confined Space Rescue Technician: Field Technician:

Provides technical standby rescue, risk Provides water-blasting, power-washing,

assessment. Administers first aid, CPR. equipment cleaning and various other jobs.

Wage: $16-$20/hour Wage: $15-$18/hour

Safety Officer/Rescue Technician: Operator:

Manage site safety projects and Drives and operates vacuum truck, and

enforces OSHA safety standards. manages project and crew onsite.

Qualifications: Medical License, OSHA 30 Qualifications: CDL Class B

Wage: $62,000-$72,000 per year Wage: $22-$26/hour

Benefits Available Benefits Available, $1,500 signing bonus
APPLY ONLINE AT:

www.eliterescueservices.com

“Join Our Team”

Complete job descriptions available on Indeed.com
12950 Haggerty Road, Suite A Belleville, MI 48111 email: info@e-ssg.com
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FROM SCRATCH USING ONLY THE FINEST INGREDIENTS!

[ SINCE 1954 )

Walk-ins welcome!

23888 HAGGERTY RD., BELLEVILLE

R PACZKI DAY IS FEBRUARY 16™!

Call now to place an order!

Traditional European recipe!
e Strawberry
e Raspberry
¢ Blueberry
e Lemon * Apple
¢ Custard
With glaze or powdered sugar topping.
ORDER VIA

Paczki Hours
Monbay, FEBRUARY 15™, Noon-8pm
Tuespay, FEBRUARY 16™, 6AM-6PM

Between Jubp
& WEARr RoAps

EXPRESS TIRE

AND AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR
10625 Belleville Road, Belleville, Ml 48111 (734) 697-2424

e State-Certified Mechanics ¢ Oil Changes ¢ Tune-Ups °
e Brakes ¢ Shocks/Struts ¢ Front-End Work °
e Alignments ¢ Batteries * Charging Systems ¢
e Radiator & Transmission Fluid Changes °
e Check-Engine Light Diagnostics °

Hours:
MonpaY - FriDAY 7:30 A.M. - 6:00 pP.M. ®* SATURDAYS 8:00 A.m. - 2:00 pP.M.

Visit www.EXPRESSTIREMI.com For
DicitaL CoupPons & TIrRe PricING!

To build a better world, start in your own community!

= \\| /=

BELLEVILLE CHURCH OF GOD
45170 Hull Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
Sunday Bible Classes — 10:00 a.m. (all ages)
Zoe Kids & Adult Worship —11:00 a.m.
Wednesday classes & clubs for all ages 7:00 p.m.

bellevillecog.com or on Facebook!

Ridge Road Church of Christ|

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198

Sunday Worship Service 8:30 AM or 11 AM
Sunday Evening Service 6 PM

www.ridgeroadcoc.org (734) 485-2930

= BETHANY

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday
School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible For Life 7pm
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
All services are open to in person or live stream.
Sunday Morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Adult & Youth @ 7 p.m.
Visit rol-ag.com  (734) 699-6700

Faith Assembly Church
Sunday School-10:00am « Worship Service - 11:00am
Wednesday Bible Study-7:00pm
Kid’s Classes * Youth Group * Boy Scouts
894 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, Ml 48111
Find us on Facebook! or www.faithassemblybelleville.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, Ml 48111
(734) 697-1211
= Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
= Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am
Face Mask & Distancing Guidelines in Place.

www.stanthonybelleville.com

Would you like to have your Church listed in this directory?
Call Advertising Manager Bob Mytych at 734-699-9020 today!

Marijuana

(continued from page 1)

Interim City Manager Tracey Schultz
Kobylarz, attending her last meeting in
that position, said since this is a relatively
new procedure, they need more information
before proceeding.

She said they want another conversation
with the city attorney the next day and would
get back to the council with the information.

Mayor Pro Tem Jesse Marcotte asked if
21 were actually approved, as stated on the
printout that was part of the council packet.
Interim City Manager Kobylarz said that
actually should be 22.

Marcotte said the five retailer licenses
listed at the bottom of printout were more
than the four allowed under the ordinance.
And, the four microbusinesses listed are
more than the minimum of two allowed
under the ordinance.

Councilman Ken Voigt said he is not
in favor of issuing more licenses than
permitted.

“I think the ordinance calls for 23 different
types of licenses,” Councilman Voigt said.
“That’s excessive for a city our size.”

“We would like to review the information
with our attorney and get with you
tomorrow,” Kobylarz said.

“We knew we had to follow the ordinance
to aT,” said Mayor Kerreen Conley.

Voigt said it was a Herculean effort to
comply with this ordinance and, “I do not
want to issue more licenses than called for.”

Kobylarz said Clerk Chapman had to read
every page of the applications and fly-spec
each one. She said everything was scored by
what the ordinance required, what the city
wants, and what Chapman was required to
do.

“If we did nothing today we would have
lost a great deal of revenue,” Kobylarz said.
“I’ve put in at least 40 hours on this while I
was on vacation.”

Marcotte said he agreed with Voigt’s
comments.
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He said as to the school’s Vo-Tech property
that may be put back on the market, it is
important for the city and the school district
to talk to one another. They have to realize
the business can’t open any time. They have
to apply annually. He said it’s imperative
that the city and school talk to educate the
people.

Kobylarz said she talked with School Supt.
Pete Kudlak and affirmed that the building
was in the overlay district.

She said the potential buyer called and was
reminded of the annual licensing and he said
maybe he would just buy it and wait until
the next open session to apply.

Kobylarz said this is “not Joe Schmo
who wants to open a head shop” but an
experienced, professional businessman.

Marcotte said the school property is
in question when the early childhood
development center opens.

Councilman Tom Fielder said when he
read the news report of the school board
meeting, there was a statement about the
city council approving the ordinance. He
said the city did not approve it. It was an
outside group that brought the ordinance.
The school board member misspoke, he
said. There is a lack of understanding of the
situation, Fielder said.

Fire Chief Brian Loranger asked if there
was a grandfather clause that the property
would remain in the overlay district after the
early childhood development center is open.

“If the early childhood center is complete
when they apply?” Voigt asked.

Kobylarz said if it is an actual school and not
a daycare center it would make a difference.
Daycare centers are not considered schools
under state law, Kobylarz has advised in the
past.

Mayor Conley said the council will hear
back from Kobylarz and Chapman after the
discussion with the attorney.

In other business at Monday’s Zoom
meeting the council:

(continued on page 13)

Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, Ml 48111

Dudek Heating & Coolmg

Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured - Free Estimates - Furnaces - Boilers
Air Conditioning - Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters
Generators - Electrical - Plumbing

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

ey o
P ==

! &"I e

% 4

Suite 17

Lellwille, OVich. 48777 www.a/ryeum&zhw.m

| e Lt e of

@ 6}% Eovensale

® Estate @l&/ﬂw@
L @ Gty L ® Propty Lo
752 O Vain (SE.

® Drabate ® Ouminal Law

Gt/ 34-718-857%
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR SALE SERVICES WANTED HELP WANTED

FOOD GRADE BARRELS - Various
sizes & styles. Inventory & pictures
at www.mattsbarrels.com Call/text
(734) 474-5981. Located in Willis.

04/10

FIREWOOD. All oak. $85. No junk
wood, no rot, no bugs. All clean oak
wood. No delivery. Will help load.
(734) 587-3625 02/04
CRAFTSMAN SNOW BLOWER, electric
start generator, tools, power washer
& more. (734) 325-2648 02118

VEHICLE FOR SALE

2014 JEEP  PATRIOT. California
Car, 4-cyl., 5-speed, 2-wheel drive.
Sorry, no air. Immaculate inside &
out. New tires. Private owner. $4,850.
(734) 695-0819

02/11

1995 THUNDERBIRD. Very nice
inside & out. 91K miles, 6 cyl. No rust,
very clean, auto & power. Must see.
Private owner. (734) 695-0819

02.18

2007 FORD EXPLORER, HARLEY
DAVIDSON SPECIAL. 6-passenger, 6
cyl, auto/power. Very clean. Higher miles
but runs well. 4-wheel drive. Private
owner. (734) 695-0819

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

NEW & USED HOMES in Belleville/
Canton area. Family Communities: Holiday
West (734) 461-9797 & Holiday Estates
(734) 495-0500. Senior Community:
Royal Holiday (734) 455-2666

02/18

03/04

FORMICA
11’x10”, sink &
Already removed , sink
(734) 941-9567

FOR RENT

3-ROOM OFFICE SPACE on Main Street.
Call (734) 355-5464

COUNTER TOP,
faucet-gold.
in middle.

02/04

02/04

CASH FOR YOUR HOME

A | :

ANY CONDITION OK
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE.
AERO REALTY
35890 GODDARD
ROMULUS, MI1 48174
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595
PP TP TS TP TFFHPTHSHPHHSHS

A&L SERVICES

Home Improvement &
Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry,
Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since
1995. Call Aaron Schuliz
@ 734-740-0628

H&W

TOP DOLLAR S

Cash For Salvage &
Scrap Vehicles.

7 Days. Free Towing.

Licensed & Insured.

(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators - Washers

Dryers < Ranges
$40 House Call
Call Monday-Friday, 9am-4:30pm

(734) 782-3354

DRAINS - HANDYMAN
Gutters Cleaned!
CALL US!
Local To The
Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276.
Ask For Bill.

LOCAL HANDYMAN - SOME Jobs too

LARGE - NO JOB too SMALL.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224 TN

LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE.
No job too small. Interior/exterior
painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774

04/08

One Call Does It All . ..
. . . At the Independent
699-9020

WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS
for the homeless. Please drop off at
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.
(734) 697-5600 TEN
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600 TEN
TOP DOLLAR PAID FOR VEHICLES in
good condition. Don’t trade it, sell it to me.
(734) 695-0819

02/18

HELP WANTED

CONSTRUCTION
LABORER NEEDED
F/T or P/T needed
immediately for local
excavation & septic
company. No experience
necessary. Wages
negotiable. Overtime,
benefits, & 401K.
(734) 461-6838
kovalak@comcast.net

AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm. For appointment call
(734) 697-1800 TEN

City of Belleville Job Posting
The City of Belleville is seeking a new
City Manager to lead our beautiful
lake community located in southeast
Michigan. This position will be an
excellent opportunity for an energetic,
hands-on administrator who has the
desire and ability to be involved in every
aspect of local government. The City is
ready to work with its next Manager to
continue its momentum with our new
library, the expansion and utilization
of the state’s first DORA, downtown
development, and a newly passed
ordinance which allows marihuana in
a dedicated zone within the city. The
ideal candidate will be well versed in all
municipal operations, labor relations,
budgeting, strategic planning, and
team building. The city manager is also
expected to provide exemplary customer
service, have strong organizational skills,
be self-motivated, and be highly visible
within the community. The compensation
package will be negotiable and the
position will be posted until filled.

If you are the energetic vessel that is
ready to join our fleet and move our city
forward, please send your resume along
with a cover letter which outlines your
salary requirements to CityManager@
Bellevilleonthelake.com .Full benefit plan
available and compensation depending
on qualifications.

Posted Jan. 28, 2021

Printed by the Independent as a public
service.

Read The Newspaper

On The Web!
The Belleville-Area

Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @

@elIeviIIeareaindependent.com

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

LOOKING FOR A YOUNG/ENERGETIC ENTRY LEVEL PERSON
FOR THE AFTERMARKET AUTO PARTS INDUSTRY.

No phone calls.

Applicants must have a clean driving record, be able to read
and write, and have basic math skills. Mechanical experience
needed. Position is a multi-tasked job; sales/delivery/stock
that may require heavy machinery and driving skills. Deliveries
in a company truck. Applicants should have no visible facial
tattoos, a non-smoker, and present a clean cut/professional
image. Applicants will also need reliable transportation to and
from work and will be drug tested, including pot. Advancement
potential for the right person. Not a job for lazy people. Apply in
person with Resume to Plumb Bob Automotive, 6397 Middlebelt
Road, Romulus. Hours: M-F 9am-5pm, Sat. 10am-2pm. Position
is approximately 45 hours per week, no Sundays or evenings.
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City of Belleville
2020 Employee Wages & Cost to City
Employee Name Total Wages Benefits Total Cost
City Council
T. Fielder 1,000.00 76.50 1,076.50
K. Conley 1,500.00 114.75 1,614.75
J. Marcotte 1,000.00 76.50 1,076.50
K. Voigt 1,000.00 76.50 1,076.50
K. Bates 1,000.00 76.50 1,076.50
City Manager
D. Kollmeyer 22,580.94 7,991.68 30,572.62
T. Schultz Kobylarz 68,546.96 5,243.84 73,790.80
Clerk/Treasurer
S. Scharf 35,280.34 94,175.31 129,455.65
V. Chapman 12,000.00 36,891.60 48.,891.60
Account Clerks
A. Plummer 37,155.43 17,165.83 5432126
T. McGlynn 18,455.56 17,504.89 35,960.45
B. Hootman 36,969.15 8,921.44 45,890.59
T. Hammons 31,850.61 12,704.19 44,554 .80
C. Smith 11,288.22 863.55 12,151.77
Department of Public Services
R. Rutherford 64,055.20 20,196.92 84,252.12
S. Adams 59,867.37 32,550.29 92,417.66
S. Demond 55,306.58 49.322.03 104,628.61
N. Demond 36,207.64 8,645.68 44 853.32
C. Fielder 7,377.25 564.36 7,941.61
Police Officers
H. Berriman 4,500.00 34425 4.844.25
D. Robinson 49 447.50 3,782.73 53,230.23
K. Faull - Schlund 81,736.56 65,244.73 146,981.29
C. Adam 21,627 .45 3.811.36 25438.81
A. Rossignol 15,719.72 1,202.56 16,922.28
B. Devos 57,911.68 13,044.12 70,955.80
T. Schrecengost 78,819.44 63,686.30 142,505.74
M. VanDeweghe 73,714.97 50,836.00 124,550.97
J. Wickham 74,540 47 65.,807.35 140,347.82
T. Trombly 26,549.22 9,821.72 36,370.94
K.Rose 49.38 3.78 53.16
S. Maher 61,908.30 16,753.30 78,661.60
Crossing Guards
M.Talaga - - -
Fire Department
A. Benge 1,540.36 117.84 1,658.20
A.Reed 3,095.27 236.79 3,332.06
J.Reed 3,579.39 273.82 385321
B. Kreher 1,290.90 98.75 1,389.65
D. Deyoung 5,011.89 38341 5,395.30
B. Loranger 8,896.40 680.57 9,576.97
R. Landskroener 5,121.02 391.76 5,512.78
R. Russow 3,071.06 234.94 3,306.00
J. Kelly 49.96 3.82 53.78
C. McClinton 1,639.12 125.39 1,764.51
K. Rix 3,546.54 271.31 3,817.85
E. Smith 4,065.00 31097 437597
A. Zehel 1,595.52 122.06 1,717.58
C.Zweng 7431.64 568.52 8,000.16
S. Wyputa 2,844 .98 217.64 3,062.62
D. Mclnally 3,045.18 232.96 3,278.14
Senior Transportation Drivers
J. Akans 1,483.25 113.47 1,596.72
R. Murray 409.75 3135 441.10
C. Serwatka 3,222.50 246.52 3,469.02
2020 TOTAL $1,722,068.12
2019 TOTAL $1,702,577.79
Difference + $19,490.33
2020 employee total wages & cost to city had approximately a 1.13% increase since
2019.
*Note: The benefit number shown for Clerk Sherri Scharf is a retirement pool and not
set aside for her retirement. It’s for all retirees in the “supervisor” pool and she was the
only active (non-union) employee drawing a salary in that category.

Marijuana

(continued from page 11)

* Approved the resolution for Exemption
of Principal Residence by Reason of
Poverty, as updated to comply with federal
law. Assessor Jen Stamper of WCA, which
has been city assessor for 10 years, said the
income level was increased based on federal
guidelines;

* Appointed Police Chief David Robinson
as Acting City Manager beginning Feb.
14 at the rate of $38.46 per hour. All other
conditions of Chief Robinson’s employment
still apply;

* Heard Mayor Conley say that Kobylarz
is not continuing in her position and she
thanked Kobylarz for a year of hard work
and effort in unprecedented times. “We wish
you nothing but the best,” Conley said and
Kobylarz had no comment. Later, when
it was time for city manager comments,
Kobylarz said, “Thank you. That’s all I
can say.” Each council member thanked
Kobylarz for her work for the city. Conley
said she has known Kobylarz for quite some
time and she’s worked for Kobylarz in the
past. “You did not come into an area that was
well-organized and everything in its place,”
she said, adding the businesses were happy
with the work she did on the Bora Dora
license. “Don’t be a stranger. We appreciate
everything you’ve done.” She said the study
sessions set up by Kobylarz ave been very
nice going into budget talks;

* Removed from the agenda a resolution
approving the Defined Benefit Plan Adoption
Agreement of the Municipal Employees’
Retirement System (MERS);

e Approved accounts payable of
$139,450.62. Kobylarz said an invoice came
late for the fire department from Priority
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One, for 2020 and 2019. They were sending
them to an email Fire Chief Loranger said
he never had. He said the total was between
$200 and $300 and Kobylarz said it had been
included in accounts payable. The company
now has the right email, Loranger said; and

* Heard Kobylarz say the 31 pages
presented was her last follow-up list and it
was from beginning to end and would be
important for the city’s new city manager
to have. Councilwoman Kelly Bates said
that it was too long and she just wanted
the outstanding matters in a list. Kobylarz
replied, “I can do that for you.”

Before Monday’s regular council meeting,
the council held a virtual study session
at 6 p.m., with Police Chief Robinson
giving an hour-long, detailed report on the
police department. At 7 p.m., the council
had a study session on the Downtown
Development Authority with Coordinator
Carol Thompson that lasted 15 minutes. The
regular meeting began at 7:30 p.m.

COVID-19 death total
in 48111 rises to 58,
positive tests at 2,078

The number of people who have died
from COVID-19 in the 48111 zip code
grew to 58 over the week ending Monday,
Feb. 1. The positive tests for COVID-19 in
48111 were 2,078 on Monday, Feb. 1, up
from 2,035 the previous Monday, Jan. 25.

On Monday, Feb. 1, the separate numbers
released by the Wayne County Health
Department for the tri-community were:
Van Buren Township, 1,354 positive cases,
30 deaths; City of Belleville, 369 positive
cases, 21 deaths; and Sumpter Township
355 positive cases, 7 deaths.

FEEDING FAMILIES IN VAN BUREN, BELLEVILLE & SUMPTER

EMERGENCY

=

First United
Methodist Church

=
F i:lijl' Cllolslet

417 Charles Street
Belleville, MI.
734-697-9288

Food distribuh’on. dn Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 10AM — 1PM

NEW CUSTOMERS GET

RELIABLE-AUTO-MECHANIC-SALE

1
1
1
: Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.

HONESTY IS OUR POLICY?

LoNnNNIE™S 5
Aurn REPAIR

10% OFF LABOR DURING OUR: |
GET-TO-KNOW-YOUR-FRIENDS-TRUSTWORTHY- 1 1
' 1 10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL |

WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 2-28-21 iy I.

Disc BRAKE SPECIAL | | LET’S GET READY FOR WINTER’

Premium Paps & RoToRrs, INCLUDES ' ' VEHICLE CHECK $ 99 !
LaBOR, STARTING AT $225 or Less! ! 1 | Belts, Hoses, Ftc.

L WITH COUPON + LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 2-28-21 BA‘I :.

50 South Street at 5- Pomts, Belleville ¢ 734-325- 7065

Open Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm

SENIORS, VETERANS & !
ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE ,

WITH COUPON * LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 2-28-21 EA‘

WITH COUPON « LONNIE'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 2-28-21 BA‘
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

There were 294 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren
Township police for last week, including the following.
Sunday, Jan. 24:
0048 — assist other dept., Michigan
0054 — suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville /
Stoneybrook
0621 — assist fire dept., Parkwood Dr.
0833 — malicious destruction of property, Sumpter
0836 — disorderly, Belleville Rd.
1042 — assist other dept., Oak Ln.
1133 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1234 — property damage accident, rest area
1253 — intrusion alarm, Stratford Dr.
1321 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd./Tyler Rd.
1515 — suspicious person/vehicle, Union St.
1625 — trespassing, Belleville Rd.
1634 — abandoned auto, Riggs Rd./Renton Rd.
1757 — found property/child, Victoria St.
1812 — suspicious person/vehicle, Chandler Dr.
2000 — harassment call, Daisy Blvd.
2026 — breaking & entering, S. I-94 Service Dr.
Monday, Jan. 25:
0102 — misc. complaint, Tyler Rd.
0254 — intrusion alarm, Milton Dr.
0319 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
0443 — property check, Rawsonville Rd.
0904 — animal complaint, McBride Ave.
0912 — disorderly, Oak Blvd.
0921 — intrusion alarm, Hampton Dr.
0955 — misc. complaint, N. I-275/Tyler Rd.
1045 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd./Quirk Rd.
1240 — private property/property damage accident,
Belleville Rd.
1324 — animal complaint, Denton Rd.
1359 — fraud, Michigan Ave.
1447 — fraud, Gilmore St.
1751 — private property/property damage accident,
Belleville Rd.
1857 — civil matter, Kirkridge Park Dr.
1904 — suicidal person, Walden Blvd.
1916 — noise complaint, Berkdale Dr.
2140 — domestic, Westlake Cir.
Tuesday, Jan. 26:
0053 — domestic, Hamlin St.
0352 — property damage accident, Parkwood Dr.
0521 — harassment call, Parkwood Dr.
1012 — assist other dept., Parkwood Dr.
1029 — malicious destruction of property, S.
Ponderosa Trl.
1203 — breaking & entering, Vine St.
1213 — domestic, Parkwood Dr.
1315 — vehicle lockout, Tyler Rd.
1317 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1334 — domestic, S. Bellridge Dr.
1346 — larceny from auto, Parkwood Dr.
1348 — fraud, S. 1-94 Service Dr.
1402 — family trouble, Kahla Dr.
1445 — welfare check, Jackson St.
1448 — threat, E. Archwood Dr.
1523 — suspicious person/vehicle, Michigan Ave. /
Denton Rd.
1643 — leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, Van Born Rd./Belleville Rd.
1652 — disorderly, Rawsonville Rd.
1721 — suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
1825 —road hazard, Haggerty Rd./Riggs Rd.
1935 — domestic, S. Bellridge Dr.
2000 — road hazard, Ecorse/Morton Taylor Rd.
2113 — threat, Meadows Cir.
Wednesday, Jan. 27:
0059 — 911 welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
0228 — threat, Belleville Rd.
0519 — 911 welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr.
0734 — traffic offense, Haggerty Rd. / N. 1-94
Service Dr.
0744 — property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd.
0829 — misc. complaint, Tyler Rd.
0915 — property damage accident, Jackson/Hayes
1013 — misc. complaint, Wildbrook Dr.
1025 — assist other dept., Westlake Cir.
1129 — welfare check, E. Huron River Dr.
1247 — fight, S. 1-94 Service Dr.
1315 — domestic, Pebblebrook Dr.
1334 — intrusion alarm, Oak Ln.
1402 — welfare check, S. Bellridge Dr.
1403 — misc. complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1528 —larceny from auto, Parkwood Dr.
1606 — property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. /

Belleville Rd.

1738 — neighbor trouble, Stamford Rd.

1741 — assist fire dept., Denton Rd.

1744 — family trouble, Kahla Dr.

1925 — fraud, Belleville Rd.

2032 — disorderly, Belleville Rd.

2157 — assist other dept., Rawsonville/Martz

2343 — property check, Belleville Rd.
Thursday, Jan. 28:

0046 — intrusion alarm, Van Born Rd.

0046 — animal complaint, Hull Rd.

0104 — property check, Belleville Rd.

0207 — property check, Belleville Rd.

0457 — welfare check, Greenbriar Dr.

0841 — property damage accident, Dellor St./Mott

0936 — larceny from auto, S. I-94 Service Dr.

0941 — civil matter, Haggerty Rd.

1001 — larceny, S. 1-94 Service Dr.

1004 — malicious destruction of property, Belleville
Rd.

1034 — intrusion alarm, Jackson St.

1044 — ordinance violation, Robson Rd.

1104 — assault & battery, Parkwood Dr.

1123 — civil matter, N. I-94 Service Dr.

1249 - road hazard, Haggerty Rd./S. 1-94 Service

1335 — animal complaint, Parkwood

1403 — suspicious person/vehicle, N. Ponderosa Trl.

1426 — lost property/child, Belleville Rd.

1428 — assist other dept., Belle Pointe Dr.

1433 — animal complaint, Denton Rd./Ecorse Rd.

1512 — welfare check, E. Adams

1542 — sexual assault, Crowley Ave.

1603 — domestic, S. Bellridge Dr.

1607 — suspicious person/vehicle, Walden Blvd.

1703 — harassment call, Parkside Dr.

1813 — personal injury accident, Bemis Rd.

1834 — suspicious activity report, Haggerty Rd.

1941 — animal complaint, N. I-94 Service Dr.

2034 — harassment call, Daisy Blvd.
Friday, Jan. 29:

0128 — property check, Belleville Rd.

0305 — property check, Belleville Rd.

0340 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.

0825 — family trouble, S. I-94 Service Dr.

1044 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd.

1217 — intrusion alarm, Marlowe Ave.

1442 — domestic, Meadows Cir.

1601 — welfare check, Bayshore Dr.

1629 — trespassing, Kirkridge

1656 — road hazard, Belleville/N. I-94 Service Dr.

1720 — intrusion alarm, Revere Dr.

1835 — property damage accident, Ecorse Rd.

1908 — motorist assist, Ecorse Rd./Belleville Rd.

1929 — noise complaint, Village Green Ln.

2019 — harassment call, Quirk Rd.

2107 — assist fire dept., Bog Rd.

2206 — family trouble, Van Buren St.

2221 — noise complaint, Maple Dr.

2312 — trespassing, E. Huron River Dr.

2356 — intrusion alarm, Revere Dr.
Saturday, Jan. 30:

0028 — parking complaint, Patty Ln.

0133 — suicidal person, Parkwood Dr.

0324 — suspicious person/vehicle, Parkwood

0337 — family trouble, N. Woodbury Dr.

0436 — larceny from auto, Parkwood Dr.

0559 — assault & battery, N. I-94 Service Dr.

0635 — intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.

0745 — larceny from auto, S. I-94 Service Dr.

0904 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.

0958 — 911 welfare check, Belleville Rd.

1007 — animal complaint, Denton Rd.

1031 — threat, N. Bellridge Dr.

1126 — property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. /

Haggerty Rd.

1156 — road hazard, Ecorse

1217 — road hazard, Haggerty Rd./Ecorse Rd.

1231 — harassment call, Daisy Blvd.

1257 — welfare check, Rolan Meadows Dr.

1311 — assist other dept., Denton Rd.

1322 — abandoned auto, Stamford Dr.

1502 — welfare check, Madison Dr.

1528 — fraud, W. Huron River Dr.

1557 — property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd.
/ W. Huron River Dr.

1800 — fraud, W. Huron River Dr.

1814 — motorist assist, Tyler Rd./Belleville Rd.

2207 — domestic, S. Ponderosa Trl.

2238 — domestic, Harbour Club

2256 — suicidal person, S. 1-94 Service Dr.
Also on this week’s log are 123 traffic stops, 41 of
which were on the 1-94 and 1-275 freeways.
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Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sunday, Jan. 24:
0019 — traffic stop, Main St./Second St.
0905 — welfare check, Santa Clara St.
1430 — misc. complaint, Main St.
2103 — traffic stop, Loza Ln./E. Huron River Dr.
2304 — traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./N. Liberty
Monday, Jan. 25:
0054 — traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave./Madelon
0138 — traffic stop, Main St.
1339 — malicious destruction of property, N.
Aberdeen Ct.
1820 — abandoned auto, Sumpter Rd.
1930 — traffic stop, Sumpter Rd.
Tuesday, Jan. 26:
0011 — suspicious person/vehicle, Belle Villa Blvd.
0243 — traffic stop, Bell Plaza
0403 — noise complaint, Belle Villa Blvd.
2217 —traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./ S. Edgemont
Ave.
Wednesday, Jan. 27:
0118 — traffic stop, Main St./High St.
0617 — intrusion alarm, Main St.
0642 — intrusion alarm, Main St.
Thursday, Jan. 28:
0857 — vehicle lock out, S. Liberty St.
1445 — suspicious person/vehicle, N. Liberty St.
1537 — harassment call, Main St.
Friday, Jan. 29:
0015 — traffic stop, Main St./Fifth St.
0815 — traffic stop, Main St./Fourth St.
0825 — traffic stop, Main St./Third St.
1115 —traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./N. Edgemont
Ave.
1437 — traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave.
1534 — traffic offense, Main St.
2138 — shooting, Bay Pointe Dr.
Saturday, Jan. 30:
0042 — traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave./Main St.
1340 — civil matter, E. Huron River Dr.
1601 — noise complaint, Loza Ln.
2004 — welfare check, South St.
There were 15 traffic stops on this week’s log.

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sunday, Jan. 24:
1436 — follow-up investigation, Wayside Dr.
1543 — property damage accident, Willis/Elwell
1717 — fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Judd Rd.
1853 — shots fired, 13000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
1908 — fire dept. assist, 50000 bl. Willis Rd.
1943 — misc. detail, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
2026 — 911 hang up, 24000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Monday, Jan. 25:
0301 — fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Karr Rd.
0526 — alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
0624 — fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
0718 — alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
0725 — traffic stop, Willis Rd./California St.
0907 — misc. detail, out of township
1045 — assist other agency, New Mexico St.
1214 — family trouble, 46000 bl. Executive Dr.
1256 — animal complaint, 42000 bl. Bemis Rd.
1401 — fire dept. assist, Arizona St.
1506 — motorist assist, Sumpter Rd./Willow Rd.
1513 — traffic stop, Bemis Rd./Elwell Rd.
1629 — fire dept. assist, Greenmeadow Dr.
1844 — follow-up investigation, Wayside Dr.
1921 — 911 hang up, Washington St.
1955 — 911 hang up, 27000 bl. Elwell Rd.
2024 — suspicious person, 9300 bl. Rawsonville
2044 — follow-up investigation, Carriage Ln.
2241 - 911 hang up, 50000 bl. Willow Rd.
2313 — traffic stop, Sumpter Rd./Willis Rd.
Tuesday, Jan. 26:
0310 — fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
0702 — suspicious person, Third St.
1118 — animal complaint, 51000 bl. Arkona Rd.
1616 — suspicious person, 25000 bl. Clark Rd.
1620 — 911 hang up, 43000 bl. Dunn Rd.
1801 — missing person, 45000 bl. Arkona Rd.
1837 — citizen assist, Edgewood Dr.
1843 — fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Willis Rd.
2040 — fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Arkona Rd.

2122 — misc. detail, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Wednesday, Jan. 27:
0332 — fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Fenster Ave.
0649 — traffic stop, Willow Rd./Elwell Rd.
0812 — fire dept. assist, 40000 bl. Harris Rd.
1016 — traffic stop, Sherwood Rd./Willis Rd.
1139 — civil matter, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
1326 — civil matter, Edgewood Dr.
1403 — welfare check, 24000 bl. Clark Rd.
1732 — suspicious circumstances, 22000 bl. Sumpter
Rd.
1847 — misc. detail, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
1940 — fire dept. assist, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
2126 — property damage accident, Willis Rd./Clark
Thursday, Jan. 28:
0035 — citizen assist, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
0127 — fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
0224 — harassment complaint, 18000 bl. Martinsville
Rd.
0510 — 911 hang up, 20000 bl. Elwell Rd.
1050 — fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Fenster Ave.
1640 — welfare check, 26000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
1830 — misc. detail, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
1845 — 911 hang up, 18000 bl. Boyd Dr.
2016 — traffic complaint, Judd Rd./Karr Rd.
Friday, Jan. 29:
0324 —recovered UDAA, Karr Rd./Arkona Rd.
0854 — misc. detail, out of township
1331 — traffic stop, Martinsville Rd./Bemis Rd.
1720 — misc. detail, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Saturday, Jan. 30:
0807 — harassment complaint, 46000 bl. Traskos
1330 — 911 hang up, 47000 bl. Executive Dr.
1834 — suspicious circumstances, 46000 bl. Claxton
Dr.
1844 — 911 hang up, 23000 bl. Clark Rd.
2228 — suspicious person, 24000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
2300 — missing person, 25000 bl. Elwell Rd.
Also on this week’s log were 83 patrol checks. There
were six traffic stops.

Notice to Advertisers:

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement.
In the event of any error or omission in printing or
publication of an advertisement, you must notify
us within five days of publication or on the date of
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package,
so there is time to correct subsequent publications.
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the
error with a maximum liability being cancellation
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for
consequential damages of any kind.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status
or national origin, or an intention, to
make any such preference, limitation
or discrimination." Familial status
includes children under the age of 18
living with parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women and people securing
custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper
are available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

2

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY
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Belleville Downtown on the Lake

Belleville DDA Buy It In Belleville

IS YOUR BUSINESS 7

ATARGET
©BURGLARS P,
1:34-69//-2888

Get SERIOUS about your Security!
WE CAN PROVIDE A REAL SOLUTION
for BOTH your Business & Home...

* Remote Control-View-Playback
* Email / Smartphone Alerts

PC / Mac Support

* No monthly fees

$150

Includes:

¢ Installation
» * 4) HD Cameras (bullet or dome)
¥ » 19” Monitor
* DVR (2TB)

Actual hardware may vary.

innovative

COMPUTERS

Full-Service IT * Networks ¢ Cameras

" 'Q' A veteran-owned company, supporting Michigan businesses since 1995.
B Serving Metro Detroit to Lansing * InnovativeComputers.net

VBT

(continued from page 1)

office one day, but that was because the
township hall was closed for two weeks for
the holidays.

“We don’t have to close township hall
down ... We can do the same rotation as we
do now,” Clerk Wright said.

“I can do that. That’s not a problem,”
McNamara said.

“We need to be leading by example,”
Wright said of coronavirus safety, adding
they still need screeners at the door. “The
little old lady at the door would still be let
in,” he said.

Trustee Don Boynton asked if the motion
on the floor needed to be changed for
“exceptions.”

“We’ll make exceptions, if needed,” said
Clerk Wright.

“I’m going to vote no anyway,” McNamara
said.

“Government has to be accessible,” said
Trustee Sherry Frazier. “It has to be. It’s the
people’s government. They have to have
access to the people in power.”

“I don’t think we’re denying access to
government,” said Trustee Martin. “We’re
in a pandemic. This is a short-term stop.”

Martin said he would change the motion
adding, “... exceptions can be made on a
per-case basis.”

“We have a lot of people bringing cash,”
said Treasurer Sharry Budd. “If somebody
comes to the door, they should be let in.”
She said she didn’t know how her office
was going to be able to handle making
appointments and serving people at the
counter, since there are only two people on
a shift.

“A lot carry cash,” Treasurer Budd said,
adding that people had put cash in the drop
box and that isn’t safe.

Trustee Miller said Canton is open one
day a week for cash.

“Now the governor is opening up more,”
Budd pointed out. “We’ve been lenient for
a long time and now this... They will be
angry.”

Trustee Boynton replied: “It’s a pandemic
... We have to work it out the best we can
... Some people will be angry. Some will be
happy ... We have to look over the health,
safety, and good order of the public.”

Trustee Martin asked if they should keep
the treasurer’s office open until Feb. 14

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL
OVER $300 w/AD*

M,

TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal ® Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning ® Brush Removal
Stump Grinding
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED

Free Estimates ¢ Senior Discounts
No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small

734-7253-5800

TNTTREE.COM
*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE.
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when taxes are due.

Wright said the big overload on that
Monday was because they were closed two
weeks. Eighty percent of that traffic was to
the treasurer’s office.

“Isn’t that counterproductive?” asked
Trustee Miller concerning exceptions.

“No, if they want to pay their tax bill we
should let them in,” Wright said.

Budd said she just got a text that said
actually the taxes are due March 1.

Martin restated his motion adding, ...
except for as-case basis.”

The vote was taken and McNamara voted
no, as promised. He added, however, “I can
figure out a way to make this one work.”

In other business at the two-hour-and-18-
minute meeting, the board:

e Heard Clerk Wright give a
commemoration of Martin Luther King’s
life and work and then asked for a moment
of silence in memory of Dr. King;

* Approved the supervisor’s reappointment
of Tammy Wall, Kimberly Nofz, Charles
Coleman, Daniel Belanger, Denis
Willoughby, and Tod O’Neill, along with
student representatives Morgan Stuckey
and Kennedy Plummer to the Recreation
Committee with terms to expire Feb. I,
2022; and

* Approved the South Huron Valley
Utility Authority Rules and Regulations
Amendment.

Tree cutting leads to
wires falling, fires, power
outages in area

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

At about 2 p.m. on Monday, Davey’s
Tree Service was cutting tree limbs for
DTE in an area along Martinsville Road
between the railroad track and E. Huron
River Drive, when a limb fell on two
primary lines.

Van Buren Township Fire Chief David
Mclnally said that this over energized
the line and overheated a fuse in a house,
causing a fire.

And this over-energized downed line
went down the road to the Savage and
Martinsville corner where it fell on some
brush, parked cars, and debris and set a
house on fire.

Chief Mclnally said it was 20 to 25
minutes before DTE could turn off the
electricity so they couldn’t use water on the
fire. He said the two men cutting trees were
in the tree when the primary lines fell and
couldn’t come down until the power was
off so they waited in the tree.

No one was injured in the incident, he
said. The VBT Fire Department also was
able to handle a medical run during this
time.

Chief Mclnally said DTE was checking
houses along Martinsville to see if there
was other damage.

Electrical service was interrupted to parts
of the city of Belleville, said Belleville
Police Chief David Robinson and a Nixle
alert was sent out. Service was restored at
about 6 p.m.
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Circle of Legends Award

#6 Agent Owned
Brokerage in the State
of Michigan Transaction Sides

VALUES ARE UP - WE NEED LISTINGS

DO NOT BE OVERCHARGED - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES - NO COMPLIANCE FEES - NO JUNK FEES

1145 E CROSS, YPSILANTI
ALMOST AN ACRE AND HUGE GARAGE
It’a Best Value 3 Bedroom 1 Bath Ranch Offering
Large Family Room with Fireplace, Larger Liv-
ing Room (Could possibily be 3rd Bedroom, Up-
dated Kitchen, Basement, Central Air $189,900

36853 CHASE, ROMULUS
IMPRESSIVEAND PAMPERED 3 Bedroom,
2 1/2 Bath Home offering 23x18 Entertainment
Room with Full Bath, 90+ Furnace, Large Full
Basement, Massive 2 1/2 Car Heated Garage,
Deck, Preferred Area and More. $250,000

44208 WILLOW, SUMPTER TWP
PLEASURES OF PRIVACY 5 Bedroom 2 Bath
Country Home with Upper Floor Master Bed-
room, Master Bath + Walk Out Upper Patio Over-
looking the Best of Nature on 2.6 Acres. Paved
Road and Rural Living at it's Finest! $285,000

43593 BEMIS, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP
GIANT SIZE - EXTRA LARGE 3,900 Square Foot Feature Rich Brick Home with Large Cooks
Kitchen, Living Room with Fireplace, Massive Open Lighted Family Room adjacent to a Big
Indoor Pool Area with Cedar Surround Walls and Shower. Upgraded to Premium Metal Roof on
2 1/2 Acres with Large Workshop Barn that Includes Power, Heat and Upper Storage Area on

Paved Street - Home needs updating and Sold ‘As Is’

$275,000

FOR SALE OR LEASE

—

500E HURON RIVER DR, BELLEVILLE
HIGHEST QUALITY BRICK COMMER-
CIAL BUILDING IN THE CITY OF
BELLEVILLE. Former Florist, Bakery and Cof-
fee House. FINE DESIGN! For Sale at $725,000
or Lease at $4,500. Month Double Net.

51/2 ACRES

40280 HARRIS, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP
YOUR OWN PRIVATE WORLD! Larger 3
Bedroom One Bath Ranch Featuring Family
Room with Fireplace, Living Room, Kitchen
with Breakfast Area. Just Move In. On 5+ Acres
with Huge 2 1/2 Car Garage, $200,000

324 CHERRY, WYANDOTTE
A Preferred Location 2 Bedroom | Bath Home
near Everything. Full Basement with Newer 90+
Furnace and Newer High Efficient Water Heater.
Purchaser responsible for certificate of occupancy
and home sold in as is condition. $109,900

354 W COLUMBIA, BELLEVILLE
TWO LOTS - MULTIPLE FAMILY ZONING
One of the Largest Parcels to be developed in
The City of Belleville. .9 Acres with 197 Foot
Frontage There is a Home and Barn that could
be renovated. Sold as is $100,000 Cash or Offer

16801 MIDDLEBELT, ROMULUS
A HOME LOVED FOREVER! Attractive 2
Bedroom, 1 Bath Home with Living Room, Din-
ing Room, Newer Furnace & Water Heater. Full
Basement. More than an Acre. 1 1/2 Car Garage.
Purchaser Responsible for C of O $95,000

THREE PARCELS A MOST BEAUTIFUL
PROPERTY 20+ ACRES WEAR RD$175,000

COMMERCIAL CORNER OF ECORSE &
WAYNE ROMULUS 4.27ACRES $350,000

THREE 12+ ACRE PARCELS AT $120,000
EACH CORNER WEAR AND HAGGERTY

TORREY 2.48 AC PERC & SURV $39,000
VACANT RAWSONVILLE 2.6 AC  $95,000
JUDD 10 ACRES SUMPTER TWP  $80,000
00000 SUMPTER 243X687 3.63 AC $40,000

WAYNE RD COM ZONE 1.48 AC $149,000
SAVAGE 1 ACRE SUMPTER TWP  $45,000
25817 SUMPTER 80X529 .97 AC $20,000

WILLIS SUMPTER 1.14 ACRES  $45,000

VACANT LOUISA “DREAM LOT”  $70,000
GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 ACRES LT IN $65,000
HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN $70,000
10 AC BUNTON YPSILANTI TWP  $155,000

7 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS
AND MARTINSVILLE. PRICED $50,000
TO $60.000 EACH. BUILD YOUR DREAM
KARR RD 10 ACRES 663 FRONT $100,000
KARR RD 10ACRES 661 FRONT $100,000
KARR RD 20 ACRES ZONED AG $200,000

HURON TWP VAC CLARK 1.12AC  $50,000
HURONTWP VAC CLARK .74 ACRES $40,000
HURON TWPVAC OTTER 2.94 ACRE S $60,000
HURON TWP VAC ASH .87 ACRES $55,000
HURON TWP VAC ASH .87 ACRES  $55,000
41530 SAVAGE 30 AC VAN BUREN $349,999
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CALL 734-697-9161 TODAY!

Proud 13 Time President’s Award Winner

AT $43,895

RESERVE YOUR MUSTANG MACH-E AT ATCHINSONFORD.NET
9800 BELLEVILLE ROAD, BELLEVILLE, MI, 48111




