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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
At the Nov. 12 meeting of the Van Buren Public Schools Board of Education members of the Belleville units of the Veterans of Foreign 
Wars (VFW) and the Polish League of American Veterans (PLAV) presented 32 American flags to the district for use in high school 
classrooms. At left is George Kennedy and VFW Commander Bob Krouse. From left at the board table are Trustees Sherry Frazier and 
Brent Mikulski, Secretary Kevin English, President Martha Toth with a flag, School Supt. Michael Van Tassel, and Treasurer Toni Hunt. 
At right, out of view of the camera, was Trustee Scott Russell. School Supt. Van Tassel said under new state law the district must have 
a flag in every classroom by the end of March and give the opportunity to students to say the pledge. He said most of the elementary 
classrooms have flags, and some need repair. The need was in the new BHS.

Taylor appeals 
demotion from 
chief to corporal

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   It appears the former police chief has 
been demoted because he paid for safety 
repairs to a police vehicle himself, when he 
couldn’t get funds from the city.
   The Belleville Civil Service Commission 
met at 9 a.m. Nov. 14 to consider the appeal 
of Gene Taylor, who on Oct. 30 had been 
demoted from police chief to corporal.
   Taylor was represented by Belleville 
attorney Tom DiPietro at the “Employee 
Appeal of Disciplinary Actions” meeting.

   DiPietro said he had 
no documents from the 
city whatsoever and 
City Manager Diana 
Kollmeyer said she 
would have City Clerk/
Treasurer Lisa Long 
make him copies.
   DiPietro said the 
commission has the 
power to subpoena 

witnesses to testify and he asked that it 
subpoena two witnesses. He also asked 
that Michael Loria, chairman of the 
commission, recuse himself because his 
father is on the city council that demoted 
Taylor.
   The commission is made up of Michael 
Loria, Roy Acho, and Don Bluhm.
   Bluhm said he received no information 
on the issue until he arrived at the meeting 
that morning. His packet was waiting on 
the edge of a table.
   [There was no packet for the press and 
so the Independent formally requested 
the materials under the Freedom of 
Information Act and was still waiting for 
the information as the paper went to press 
on Tuesday.]
   “I was not notified within a 24- or 48-

Taylor

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   During its regular meeting on Nov. 
13, Belleville District Library Board 
chairwoman Mary Jane Dawson reported 
on an informal meeting with Belleville 
City officials concerning building a new 
library in downtown Belleville.
   Apparently, the City of Belleville is not 
interested in giving the library property 
or its city parking lot to the library board, 
as the board had requested last February. 
Also, the library board said it feels the city 
has shut it out from building a library in 
the city.

District Library Board reports Belleville officials don’t 
want new library building within the city limits

   Dawson said on Oct. 17, three members 
from the library board’s Building 
Committee (Dawson, Mike Boelter, and 
Joy Cichewicz), the architect Dan Whisler, 
and attorney John Day met with six 
representatives from the City of Belleville.
   They were Mayor Kerreen Conley, Mayor 
Pro Tem Jack Loria, Planning Commission 
chairman Steve Jones, City Manager Diana 
Kollmeyer, DPW Director Keith Boc, and 
DDA coordinator Carol Thompson.
   Dawson reported that Mayor Conley 
stated the city prefers that the library not 
be on Main Street or at the Grace Baptist 
location, as the city would like to preserve 
those areas for retail.
   Except for Boc, all of the people that 
attended the meeting had been to Anders 
Dahlgren’s recent presentation on library 
space needs.
   Dawson reported that city officials 
suggested three sites in Belleville:

   • The Davenport/Amerman site on Savage 
Road;
   • The existing library site with a spread to 
Third Street, without giving up the Captain 
Nemo’s restaurant; and
   • The strip mall where the Glass Ranch is 
located on South Street.
   Dawson said the library board feels all of 
these sites could not be used because they 
are either not a good shape, too small, or 
wouldn’t fit with traffic patterns.
   She said at this point the library board 
believes the DNR/Spencer site is ideal.
   George Chedraue asked from the audience 
if the site has to be that big, to house a 
50,000 square foot library.
   Mike Renaud said that 50,000 square feet 
might not be feasible to voters and maybe 
it should be reduced to 30,000 square feet 
with no amenities, such as the proposed 
coffee shop inside the library.
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Visit www.burhopscollision.com

734-699-3641
Weekdays 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Serving the Local Area Since 1946
Loaner Vehicles Available
State Certified Technicians

Deductible Assistance Available
We Work With All Insurance Co.

Limited Lifetime Guarantee
Glass Replacement/Chip Repair

Towing Available

112 Davis Street, Belleville
South of 5-Points parallel with railroad tracks

BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

´CHIMNEYS BUILT -
REPAIRED & CLEANED

´SCREENS INSTALLED

´TUCK POINTING

´ROOFING & GUTTERS

´RESIDENTIAL

´COMMERCIAL

´VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED • INSURED

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

313-292-7722

at

For a limited time only, get your full eye exam for only
$59 (Save $20) PLUS – get $25 OFF your glasses!
Call today for your appointment (734) 699-1010 or 
schedule online at www.perspectiveeyecare.com
Open Evenings and Saturdays for your convenience.

11824 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111
Not valid with most insurance plans, please ask for details. Must mention offer or show ad for savings.

Licensed & Insured. 
Michigan Manufactured Home Service/Installer

MMH1002509

*(734) 879-1340
www.acclaimmhs.com

Manufactured
Home Service

Winter is nearing, and now is the time
to have your heat tape inspected.

A properly installed and well-insulated 
heat tape can save you the expensive 
repair of frozen or burst water lines.

Only $59.99
Your Photo on

Almost Anything!

Quality, Non-profit Housing for Seniors 62+

Belleville 575 Sumpter Road
Belleville, MI 48111

Leasing Phone: 734-699-8676
Join Our Waitlist: 1-800-593-3052

Monday - Friday 8:30am-5:30pm

TTD Phone: 1-800-348-7011

Email: seniorhousing@csi.coop
Website: www.csi.coop

“Camaraderie and serenity of mind make ours a happy home!”

Belleville Co-Op Apts.

is 100% Smoke Free

The Belleville
Independent is now a 

drop off location for the 
U.S. Marine Corps Toys 

for Tots Program. Bring 
in your new, unwrapped 

toy to our office at:
 152 Main St., Suite 9, 

Belleville, MI
We are located in the Professional 

Building (the old movie theater 
building) across from Mr. Goofy’s 

Car Wash.
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(continued on page 9)

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Christopher Hogg, Van Buren Township’s 
prosecuting attorney, presented a proposal 
to amend the township ordinance on 
alcohol and minors to the VBT Public 
Safety Committee at its regular meeting on 
Nov. 7.
   The committee didn’t have a quorum, 
so no votes could be taken, but Hogg did 
explain that 34th District Court Judge Brian 
Oakley brought to his attention that VBT’s 
fines are drastically low, compared to state 
laws for the same offense.
   Hogg said the VBT ordinance calls for a 
$25 fine for first offense, $50 for second, 
and $100 for third offence.
   The Michigan Liquor Control Code of 
1998, however, recommends not more 
than $100 for first offense, $200 for 
second, and $500 for third, along with 
provisions that a court may order a minor 
to participate in substance abuse prevention 
services or substance abuse treatment and 
rehabilitation.
   Hogg said in reviewing the state statute, 
he finds there are other parts of the VBT 
ordinance that need attention.
   He said the Michigan Liquor Control 
Code of 1998 in section 436.1703 takes 
into account religious ceremonies and 
allows jail time after the second and third 
offenses if no rehabilitation is undertaken 
and the fines haven’t been paid.
   Also, the state statute addresses the 
situation where a minor may consume 
large amounts of alcohol and friends may 
leave the minor in a drunken stupor and he 
dies, because they are afraid they will get 
in trouble if they help their friend. If the 
friends take the minor to the hospital they 
are not subject to citation, under that state 
statute, Hogg said.
   There also is a provision for driver’s 
license suspension for minors who don’t 
comply with their fines/treatment orders 
or use fraudulent ID to purchase alcoholic 
liquor, in addition to a misdemeanor 
conviction.
   Public Safety Committee chairwoman 
Diane Madigan asked if the fines go up, 
does the township get more and Hogg said 
yes VBT would capture a portion.
   “The intent is not the revenue, but to get 
them not to do it,” said Trustee Phil Hart.
   “The point is to make it more harsh … 
with a small effect on revenue,” Hogg 
said.
   Committee member Reggie Miller asked 
if the township needed to tighten up the 
substance abuse programs and Hogg said 
the court has these programs in place.
   “We’re adding teeth to it,” Hogg said, 
“With 30 days in jail if you fail to get 
treatment or don’t pay your fines.”
   Public Safety Director Carl McClanahan 

Crime Rate Report 

2010 Crime (Actual Data)* 
Van Buren 
Township 
Incidents 

Belleville
Incidents

Sumpter
Township
Incidents

Aggravated Assault 53 6 21

Arson 4 0 4

Burglary 167 29 70

Forcible Rape 27 3 0

Larceny and Theft 533 89 139

Motor Vehicle Theft 99 4 16

Murder and Manslaughter 0 0 0

Robbery 20 6 3

Property Crime 799 122 225

Violent Crime 100 15 21

2011 Crime
(Actual Data)

Van Buren
Township
Incidents

Belleville
Incidents

Sumpter
Township
Incidents

Population 28,799 3,988 9,542

Aggravated Assault 44 (-17%) 10 (+67%) 23 (+10%)

Arson 0 (-100%) 0 (same) 1 (-75%)

Burglary 160 (-4%) 21 (-27%) 58 (-17%)

Forcible Rape 13 (-52%) 3 (same) 2 (+200%)

Larceny and Theft 537 (+1%) 78 (-12%) 107 (-23%)

Motor Vehicle Theft 86 (-13%) 3 (-25%) 13 (-18%)

Murder and Manslaughter 0 (same) 0 (same) 0 (same)

Robbery 15 (-25%) 2 (-67%) 0 (-100%)

Property Crime 783 (-2%) 102 (-16%) 178 (-21%)

Violent Crime 72 (-28%) 15 (same) 25 (+19%)

Comparison to 2010 crime data is in ( )

Zero values may indicate the data was not available. Source: www.FBI.gov

VBT Public Safety Committee hears proposal for law update
said the penalty is subject to the judge, who 
has discretion.
   “Do we have a problem with alcohol?” 
Trustee Hart asked.
   Hogg thought for a minute and then 
answered, “Yes. I think there’s a problem. 
I do.”
   Since there wasn’t a quorum, McClanahan 
suggested the proposal for changes to 
the ordinance be brought up at a future 
meeting for a recommendation to the 
township board. He said the committee 
members have copies of the state ordinance 
(provided by Madigan) and proposed 
township ordinance amendment (provided 
by McClanahan) to study.
   In other business at the Nov. 7, hour-long, 
unofficial meeting, the committee:
   • Heard Madigan say she wanted to go 
over the proposal for emergency sirens, 
but when secretary Jennifer Price said she 
wasn’t taking notes because it wasn’t an 
official meeting, Madigan said she would 
hold it for a regular meeting. Fire Chief 
Dan Besson said the VBT Downtown 
Development Authority was waiting for 
input from this committee on the sirens. 
McClanahan said he recommended 
determining the areas of most crucial 
need and phase in the sirens, which would 
minimize the financial need. Madigan said 
she talked to officials in Romulus and 
their first eight sirens came by putting by 
$20,000 one year at a time. Some of the 
Romulus sirens overlap Hannan Road into 
VBT, which will influence the placing of 
VBT sirens in that area;
   • Heard Fire Chief Besson give a three-
month report on fire incidents, including 
a barn fire at Riggs Park in October. A 
passerby saw smoke and the hay was on fire. 
Besson said they had to work through thick 
woods, but they did not lose the building. 
Also in October there was a gas leak on 
Leon Drive and evacuations after workers 
who were putting down a hardwood floor 
sawed through a gas line under the floor. 
He also reported on hiring and recruiting of 
fire fighters, noting nine people presently 
are on probationary status. He said they are 
in the promotional process for captain and 
lieutenant and two applied for captain and 
nine for lieutenant, with written tests set 
for January;
   • Heard McClanahan give a report on the 
police department, noting three defendants 
in the Denton subdivision breaking and 
entering are now in federal court, two 
working on plea deals. A third one sold a 
stolen gun to another individual, he said. 
He also reported that the man who was 
found guilty of one count of armed robbery 
and two counts of felony firearms of the 
market at 9880 Haggerty Road on Feb. 2 
will be sentenced soon;
   • Heard Madigan ask McClanahan 

about Nixle alerts and how there weren’t 
any concerning the rollover on I-94 that 
shut down traffic. “If there’s a need, we’ll 
alert,” McClanahan said. “It’s not for just 
news … We’re not going to give you traffic 
alerts”; and 
   • Heard committee member Reggie 
Miller resign because she was elected to 
the township board and could no longer 
serve on the committee. Madigan thanked 
her for her service to the community.
   Present at the Nov. 7 meeting were 
Madigan, Miller, and Trustee Hart. Olivia 
Bruce, P. Ramone Crowe, and Richard 
Wardwell were absent and excused and 
Raymond Bailey was absent. This is the 
fourth meeting in a row that Wardwell has 
said he would not attend or has not attended 
contributing to the ongoing problem of 
having a quorum to meet officially. When 
there is a meeting that does not have a 
quorum, it also is not recorded and not 
shown on cable for the public to see.
   The next meeting of the Public Safety 
Committee is scheduled for 5:30 p.m., Dec. 
5, in the township board meeting room.

Court Watching:
   VBT woman gets
   probation for stabbing
   boyfriend with knife

By Diane Madigan
Independent Court Reporter

   Lashawn Denise Courtwright, 43, formerly 
of Van Buren Township, was charged with 
one count of Felonious Assault and one 
count of Domestic Violence, second offense, 
last spring after she allegedly stabbed her 
boyfriend several times in the chest and arm 
with a kitchen knife.
   The incident started with a verbal argument 
at 11649 Meadows Lane just before 3:33 a.m. 
May 2.
   When police arrived Jack Ray Lantz, 56, 
of VBT, was bleeding profusely. He was 
transported to St. Joseph Mercy Hospital.
   VBT Police Captain Gregory Laurain said 
Courtwright was very uncooperative and 
resisted officers.
   She was arrested and later charged by the 
Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office. She was 
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Editorial

Ruth’s tree to go up 
at Doane’s Landing
   Ruth Bleeker’s dream of a big Christmas 
tree at 5 Points, just like the old days, has 
to be revised.
   And, she’s OK with that.
   After about a half hour of discussion at 
Monday’s Belleville City Council meeting, 
the council voted unanimously to approve 
the Christmas tree, not at 5 Points as 
requested but at Doane’s Landing. There it 
wouldn’t be in a place where it might block 
traffic views or kill perennials and bulbs 
that are planted in the traffic island.
   She will work with city administration 
on the details.
   Ruth said the big Christmas tree at 5 
Points she remembers in the traffic island 
was tradition. A tree at Doane’s Landing at 
the Belleville Bridge could be seen across 
the water and would be very nice, she 
agreed.
   People from Belleville, Sumpter, Van 
Buren and Canton were at the meeting to 
support Ruth’s Christmas tree.
   Council members Jack Loria and Tom 
Smith got a little sharp, but Mayor Kerreen 
Conley skillfully laid out all the facts and 
the option in a positive manner. Mayor 
Conley didn’t want to wait until another 
meeting for a decision and the council 
voted in favor of Doane’s Landing.
   Former Mayor Tom Fielder said the 
late Bob Doane spent a lot of time with a 
generator to provide a lighted Christmas 
tree in Hillside Cemetery. Bob would like 
this Christmas tree on the lake, Fielder 
said. We agree. Thank you, Ruth.

   The Nov. 20 meeting of the Van Buren 
Township Board of Trustees was cancelled 
this week.
   Outgoing Supervisor Paul White said 
he cancelled the work/study session for 
Monday, Nov. 19, because that was the 
meeting he would be chairing.
   Incoming Supervisor Linda Combs 
would be chairing the regular meeting on 
Tuesday, Nov. 20, and everything would be 
too confusing, he said.
   He said he asked Clerk Leon Wright 
about it and he agreed. He said he also 
asked Treasurer Sharry Budd her opinion, 
but she did not reply.
   White said he expected Supervisor 
Combs, when she takes over on Nov. 
20, to set a workshop on Nov. 26 and a 
regular meeting on Nov. 27 because state 
law requires townships to have at least 
one meeting a month and VBT has had no 
meetings in November so far.
   The first regular meeting was scheduled 
for Nov. 6 and that was Election Day so it 
couldn’t be held.

***
   Last Thursday afternoon, a Belleville 
woman called police to report a pig was 
preventing her from getting out of her car 
in the First Street/North Liberty Street area. 
When the officer arrived he found a piglet 
the size of a Chihuahua which ran under a 
car and escaped. He escorted the woman 
safely into her home.
   Later police were called again on the 
piglet when it was running into traffic. This 
time they caught it and someone took it in 
until the owner or a new home could be 
found. Reportedly, it was really hungry.

***

   A Van Buren Township lady, who for 
years has fed and taken in stray, suffering 
cats and kittens that come over to her home 
from a nearby apartment complex, was 
bubbling with good news recently.
   She told me she got in touch with Friends 
of Michigan Animals Rescue (FMAR) 
and workers came out and trapped some 
of the strays. The cats were neutered and 
released.
   She said this will help with the many 
pitiful kittens that have been coming to 
her over the years – kittens she has nursed 
to health and paid to have tended by a 
veterinarian. There have been lots of tears 
over the ones who couldn’t make it.
   With help from FMAR, there should be 
fewer suffering kittens in her backyard.
   The Trap Neuter Release program (TNR) 
coordinated by FMAR has been used 
successfully in mobile home communities 
when invited in.
   Although some don’t want the cats brought 
back, FMAR explains it is imperative that 
they come back to their original home for 
several reasons, including lack of space 
and resources in local shelters.
   Altered cats tend to be territorial and 
therefore are more likely to keep new ones 
away. When fed on a daily basis, they 
become less visible in yards and streets. 
Odors go away from dominant males 
spraying and they keep the mice and rat 
population down.
   A donation includes the spay/neuter 

operation and a rabies and parasite injection 
for a cat. FMAR is looking for barn buddies 
and trappers. For more information on how 
to be part of the solution for these helpless 
cats, call FMAR at 734-461-9458.

***
   The City of Belleville has granted a 
certificate of occupancy 
for a drug store at 504 
Main Street. It won’t 
be a drug store like 
Andrew’s, but will 
handle medical supplies 
that are delivered to 
homes. Under the rules 
it does need some retail 
sales because it’s facing Main Street, so it 
will have some sales.
   Also, the long-closed Marathon station 
at Five Points is being remodeled to open 
as a gas station/party store, with no repair 
service.
   The marathon at the North I-94 Service 
Drive and Belleville Road also is being 
remodeled to reopen. It also will be a gas 
station/party store with no repair service.
   And, Egan’s Pub, being readied at 396 
Main Street, got City Council approval 
on Monday for its Class C liquor license. 
The Irish pub is owned by Jennifer Winter 
(80%) and her father, James Egan (20%).
   Jennifer told me they had hoped to have 
the pub open in November, but there were 
too many holdups and now they plan to be 
open for Super Bowl in January 2013.
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Letters

• SALES
• SERVICE
• REPAIRS

All Makes & Models
Specialize: Kenmore, Whirlpool, G.E.
used machines for sale 

with guarantee!

(734) 697-7222
19636 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111

Fraternal
Order of
Eagles

HALL & PAVILION
RENTAL AVAILABLE

9961 Beck Road
Belleville, MI

Weekday and Weekend Rate
Catering Available

Bartending Service Provided

699-8836 (after 12 noon)

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper 

On The Web!

Louise, Nancy & Sue

body wrapS aVaILabLE
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

stylist & nail tech wanted

All Men’s cuts  ~  $12

601 E. Huron River  Drive
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-5600

Shellac Nails
$25

Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

Happy Holidays From all oF Us at

Thanks to Ruth Bleeker 
for all her efforts
To the Editor:
   A million thanks to Ruth Bleeker for all 
her efforts in trying to bring back something 
beautiful to the City of Belleville.
   I remember with much fondness the very 
large Christmas tree on the island at Five 
Points many years ago. I also remember 
about three or four years ago the money 
spent to put a Christmas tree on the roof 
of city hall which didn’t prove to be a very 
good idea.
   All the roadblocks that are being put 
in the path of Ruth to try and bring forth 
a wonderful idea started me wondering. 
Does the County of Wayne maintain that 
island by mowing and watering? I don’t 
think they do and if not, is a permit needed 
by the city?
   Does the City of Belleville go to Wayne 
County to get a permit for planting flowers 
on the island in the spring? And what about 
the beautiful fall display we just enjoyed 
on the island of mums, corn stalks and 
bales of straw? Was a permit needed to do 
this or is a permit needed only for certain 
people when you aren’t excited about their 
idea?
   I wonder if someone in all their wisdom 
in the both large and small cities around the 
country that have beautiful Christmas trees 
as focal points in their cities says, “not 
everyone believes in Christmas.”
   Our capital of Washington, D.C. prides 
themselves on their beautiful Christmas 
tree for all the city to enjoy, as does the 
cities of New York, Chicago, Detroit, and 

I could go on and on.
   Even closer to home the cities of 
Plymouth and Livonia and others all have 
beautiful Christmas trees as focal points of 
their city. Why shouldn’t Belleville enjoy 
one, as well? Maybe it would bring a few 
new people to town to see our tree and we 
could talk about our tree with the pride 
that other cities do. If offending others 
that don’t believe in Christmas is an issue, 
then what about our Christmas parade or 
the decorations on the street light poles or 
the Goodfellows collection or the Marines 
collecting boxes of gifts in city hall? Again, 
is it only certain things that are offensive?
   Just wondering. Christmas is an 
AMERICAN tradition and this country 
was founded on religious principles so, are 
we to give this up for someone new to this 
country who doesn’t believe?
Betty Fleming, Belleville

You can help with 
Christmas tree at 5 Pts.
To the Editor:
   Everywhere I go, I am greeted by people 
who want to express their eagerness for 
a return of the Christmas tree at 5-Pts. in 
Belleville. I am doubly excited when I 
learn of so many others who want to renew 
this beautiful and memorable tradition.  
   For days, I have been soliciting 
donations of weatherproof ornaments for 
the Community Christmas tree. I have not 
heard one single negative comment; all 
have said they want to donate one or more 
ornaments and with this much enthusiasm, 
I am sure our Community Christmas tree 
will grow and glow just like it did many 
years ago.
   My concern is that I may have missed 
soliciting help from a merchant or  
anyone who would like to donate toward 
the ornaments. Please recall, this Christmas 
tree is a tri-community effort (Belleville, 
Van Buren and Sumpter) and all the 
labor, the tree itself, solar lighting, etc. 
etc. is donated - freely donated, zero cost. 
   If I have missed anyone who would like 
to donate decorations, please let me know.
Thank you,
(Mrs.) Ruth E. Bleeker, Belleville 
734-697-7805
e-mail:  bleeker08@comcast.net
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EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
152 Main St., Ste. 11, Belleville, MI 48111

Belleville Area Independent
November 22, 2012

Deductible Assist

Rental Car Assist

R.V. Repair

Auto Glass

Motorcycle
& Watercraft

Obituaries

AUTO • TRUCK • RV REPAIRS
Oil Changes • Brakes • Engine Diagnostics

Tune Ups • DOT Inspections
Family Owned & Operated
superior307@gmail.com

(734) 697-5811
307 Davis St.

Belleville

OPEN
Mon.-Thurs.  8-6

Friday  8-5

BUSINESS HOURS
Sunday & Monday - closed
Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat - 10AM

Thurs 12PM - 8PM

Where you are paws-itivily special
to us!

With This Ad - Full Grooms
10% OFF!

For First Time Clients

Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

emmanuel baptist ChurCh
960 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville

Sunday: 10:00 A.M. Fellowship & Prayer
11:00 A.M. Worship Service • 6:00 P.M. Family Bible Hour

Wednesday: 6:30 P.M. Discipleship Training
Saturday: 8:00 A.M. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study

Pastor Doug Sarver     Phone :(734) 697-0566

Dog Boarding
Regency Kennels

(734) 699-7338
or visit us @

850 Savage Rd., Belleville

Weekly Services:
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & 
                   Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Monday:  Kids Awana (Sept. through March) - 6:30 to 8:30pm
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 7:00pm
                       Children/Teen/College & Career - 7:00pm
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111       (734) 697-7456
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

Liberty GospeL ChurCh
105 N. Liberty, Belleville

Worship Sunday: 3:00 p.m. • Bible Study Thursday at 7:30 p.m.
Pastor Bernie Travis ~ Email: bernietravis@comcast.net
Phone: (734) 699-6147   Cell: (734) 740-1910

www.libertygospelchurch.org

We offer:
  • Pre-School
  • Experienced Staff
  • Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

34 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.

41505 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville 48111

is now accepting children ages 2 1/2 to
12 yrs. for enrollment.

belleville presbyterian church
11900 Belleville Rd., Belleville

Worship  Service Sunday: 10:00 a.m.
Children Sunday School • Nursery Available

Rev. Gregory Zurakowski (Pastor)
(734) 697-8687 • www.bellevillepresbyterian.org

Congressman Curson 
holds district office open 
house in Livonia
   In honor of his official swearing-in on the 
floor of the U.S. House of Representatives, 
Congressman David Curson hosted a 
district office open house in Livonia on 
Nov. 20.
   The Livonia congressional office is 
located at 17197 Laurel Park Dr. N, Suite 
216, Livonia, MI 48152.
   Sumpter Township resident Congressman 
Curson and his staff were available to 
constituents, community leaders and media 
during the event. He made brief remarks 
about the upcoming legislative session.
   This event was the official opening of a full-
service office available to all constituents 
of Michigan’s 11th Congressional District, 
which includes Belleville, Van Buren, and 
Sumpter until the end of the year. 

http://www.curson.house.gov/
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The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper 

On The Web!

320 N. Washington St. • Ypsilanti • (734) 482-6000
Christopher S. Janowiak - Managerwww.janowiakfuneralhome.com

Watch for the Grand Opening of our 
newest location in Sumpter Township.

Affordable Funeral & Cremation Services.

Imagine a funeral home that goes
above and beyond your expectations...
For over 70 years, we’ve been earning your trust and we base it upon 
our exceptional customer service... Let us show you. Your 100 percent 

satisfaction is what we strive for. Anything less is not acceptable.
Simplified Burial & Cremation

Packages To Select From.

Planning &
Pre-Planning

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager • Shelly A. Brown, Director • Richard L. Willick, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.davidCbrownfh.com

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111
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ANDREW DWORNIK
(February 28, 1928 - November 14, 2012) 
Andrew Dwornik, age 84, of Belleville, MI, 
passed away Wednesday, November 14, 2012 at 
his home. He was born on February 28, 1928 
in Detroit, MI, to the late Andrew and Anna 
(Wierouska) Dwornik.
He is survived by 5 children: Gloria (David) 
Rochon of Belleville, Cynthia Hartwick of 
Ypsilanti, Nancy Burelle of Belleville, Gary 
(Kathy) Dwornik of Willis, and Darlene (Slavik) 
Sierak of Belleville, 10 grandchildren and 13 
great-grandchildren.
Mr. Dwornik was preceded in death by his 
wife Irene in 2008, two brothers Edward and 
Theodore, also three sisters Alma Danowski, 
Anna Krol, and Helen Peters.
Andrew owned and operated Andy’s Excavating 
which his son now operates as Gary Dwornik’s 
Excavating Company, along with farming 
locally. He was a member of St. Anthony 
Catholic Church and belonged to the Men’s 
Club, the Belleville Moose Lodge 934, and 
was a volunteer firefighter for the Van Buren 
Township Fire Department. Andrew was an 
avid deer hunter and outdoorsman most of his 
life.
The family received guests on Sunday, 
November 18, 2012 from 1-8 PM with a 7 
PM Scripture Service. Closing Prayers were 
at 9:30 AM Monday, November 19, 2012 at 
David C. Brown Temporary Viewing & Funeral 
Chapel, 500 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 
48111 and then there was a procession to St. 
Anthony Catholic Church, 409 W. Columbia 
Ave., Belleville for a 10 AM Funeral Mass with 
Father Thomas H. Cusick as Celebrant.
Memorial donations in his memory may be 
made to the family, or to St. Anthony Catholic 
Church, and would be appreciated.
Please sign his on-line guest book at www.
davidcbrownfh.com and share a memory for his 
family to cherish.

Andrew Dwornik

WILLIAM EUGENE FINNEY
(August 23, 1930 - November 15, 2012) 
William was born on August 23, 1930 in 
Owensboro, KY to the late William and Ruth 
(Camp) Finney. He lived in Belleville for the 
past 54 years.
He is survived by his wife Maureen Schultz, 3 
children Dorene Mae Laperrierre of Belleville, 
Thomas William Finney of Wayne, and William 
Finney, Jr. of Belleville, also four grandchildren 
and five great-grandchildren. He is also survived 
by a brother Douglas (Diane) Lancaster of New 
Boston.
Mr. Finney was preceded in death by his parents. 
William was an avid hunter.
The family received guests on Monday, 
November 19, 2012 from 2-6 PM at David C. 
Brown Temporary Viewing Chapel, 500 E. 
Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 48111. There 
also was a visiting hour on Tuesday, November 
20, 2012 at 10 AM, with a funeral service 
following at 11 AM.
Donations in his memory may be made to the 
wishes of the family. Please sign his online 
guestbook and share a memory for his family to 
treasure at www.davidcbrownfh.com .

HERSHEL LEE CRIPE
(April 11, 1925 - November 13, 2012) 
Age 87 of Taylor. Survived by two brothers 
Edward of Cheboygan and Earl of Monroe. 
Service was Nov. 16 at David C. Brown 
Temporary Viewing & Funeral Chapel, 500 E. 
Huron River Dr., Belleville.

William Finney

Kovach vs. VBT case 
transferred back to old 
judge for Dec. 13 session

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The case of Louis Kovach vs. Charter 
Township of Van Buren which had been 
transferred from Circuit Court Judge John H. 
Gillis, Jr., to Judge Lita Masini Popke – has 
been transferred back to Judge Gillis.
   The court session is still set for 9 a.m. Dec. 
13 but it will be back in Judge Gillis’ chambers 
at the Coleman A. Young Municipal Center 
in Detroit.
   The case was announced transferred to 
Judge Popke to fill up her docket, but then 
was transferred back to Gillis when the 
nature of the case and Judge Gillis’ current 
involvement was determined.
   In a letter to township attorney David Greco, 
Kovach’s attorney John Day wrote: “It is my 
hope that with the new Board in place we can 
sit down and negotiate a settlement of these 
issues prior to the Dec. 13th hearing date.”
   Kovach is suing the township over its 
refusal to approve land splits for part of the 
property that formerly was the Coykendall 
Greenhouse site and now is owned by 
Kovach.
   The property is at the northwest corner of 

Bemis and Martinsville roads and was turned 
into a cornfield for the last growing season.
   Kovach filed the suit against the township 
and the members of the Parcel Division 
Board: Terry Carroll, Linda Stevenson, and 
Tom MacDonald.
   Much of the last courtroom session on the 
case in Judge Gillis’ courtroom on Sept. 20 
was spent in a lengthy sidebar conference, as 
attorneys discussed the case with the judge.
   They also studied proposed land splits for 
the former greenhouse property.
   When all the talking with the judge was 
done, township attorney Greco said he would 
present a proposed settlement to the township 
for approval, with hopes of a settlement 
before the next court date of Nov. 15.
   Kovach’s attorney Day said he was hopeful 
for a mutually acceptable agreement that will 
benefit both his client and the township.
   But then the circuit court announced the 
reassignment of the case to Judge Popke and 
the next date was changed to Dec. 13.
   In a related matter, Kovach also filed suit 
on Oct. 24 against Wayne County Treasurer 
Raymond J. Wojtowicz on housing and real 
estate issues and a status conference has been 
set for 9 a.m. Jan. 25.
   John Day represents Kovach on this case, 
as well.
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590 E. HURON RIVER DR.
BELLEVILLE, MI

734-697-8533

• STARTERS
• BATTERIES
• ALTERNATORS
• BRAKES
• TRANSMISSIONS
• VINyL LETTERINg & gRAphIcS • ALIgNMENTS

• FRONT END
• ShOcKS
• pOWER STEERINg
• WATER pUMpS
• TUNE-UpS

• BELTS-DRIVE
• ELEcTRIcAL
• TIRES NEW/USED
• WhEEL BEARINg
• A/c   • FUEL pUMp

IS YOUR CAR READY 
FOR WINTER?

STOP IN FOR A FREE
WINTER INSPECTION! Absolute Auto Care Coupon • Limit 1 coupon per person.

BAI

with coupon • Not valid with any other offer.

10% OFF
LABOR

15% OFF
LABOR FOR

SENIORS

Thank You!
To All Our Customers For Your Business!

Happy Thanksgiving!
Open Monday-Friday 9-5 • Saturday 9-2

Phone/Fax (734) 697-2229
436 Main Street • Belleville, MI 48111

Enrica GoldEn
nEEdlE

ExpErt altEration & tailorinG

TRIM-CO. CommerCial
& industrial

sewing
• ReseaRch  • canvas

• Design   • LeatheR

• PRototyPes  • vinyL taRPs

• RePaiRs    & MoRe

oPen: monday - Friday  8a.m. - 4P.m.

436 Main St. ~ Downtown Belleville
(734) 697-2229 Ask For DAn

dnewkirk@trim-co.com

Get a present for Toys 
for Tots when shopping
To the Editor and My Fellow “Black 
Friday” Shoppers:
   To all of you shoppers braving long lines 
to get those fantastic bargains this Friday, 
“Black Friday”: Happing hunting!
   I do have something to ask of you. While 
shopping, I’m asking you to think about 
the children out there who might not have 
a Christmas with presents. If you could, 
please get an extra toy and bring it to any 
of the “Toys for Tots” donation boxes 
throughout the area.
   It doesn’t matter the size or cost of the 
toy, any toy would bring a smile to a child 
this Christmas holiday, and you can’t 
put a price on that. The Belleville Area-
Independent newspaper at 152 Main Street, 
Suite 9 in downtown Belleville is just one 
of the drop-off locations in town.
   There are many more in town and the 
surrounding area. Any location will do. 
Look for a “Toys for Tots” poster in the 
windows of drop-off locations.
   Just bring a new, unwrapped gift and deposit 
it in one of the boxes at these locations. I 
personally had great Christmases as a child 
with lots of presents, so I want all children 
to have at least one present this year. Can 
you please help?
   Thank you and God Bless you all! 
May you all have a wonderful and safe 
Thanksgiving & Christmas!

James Otzman, Van Buren Township

Editor’s Note: Local Toys for Tots drop off 
locations include: Brown’s Family Center, 
St. Anthony Catholic Church, the library, 
Remax Crossroads (Glenn Silvenis), and 
the Moose Lodge.

BYC promotes skating 
rink, food drive
To the Editor:
   We are still promoting the skating rink 
and food drive.
   Join us for ice skating at the Family Ice 
Rink at Fourth Street Square in Downtown 
Belleville.
   This year the Family Ice Rink will be 
available during Winter Fest Weekend. 
Skating is free, kids, families and adults 
welcome. Skates are available, or bring 
your own.
   The Ice Rink is provided by the BYC 
as a community service to the Belleville, 
Sumpter and Van Buren community. 
Parking is available in the city lot off 
Liberty Street behind Andrew’s Drugs.
   Hours for open skating: Friday Nov. 30, 
2-9 p.m.; Saturday Dec. 1, 9 a.m. – 9 p.m.; 
and Sunday, Dec. 2, 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. Skating 
regardless of weather on the artificial rink.
   And to help those in need at the Holiday 
Season, a canned food drive will be held 
at the same time at the Family Ice Rink on 
the Fourth Street Square next to the Bayou 
Grill. Look for the van with the food drive 
sign.
   This food drive will benefit Belleville 
Food Pantry. Drop off cans and non-
perishable food anytime during open skate 
time Friday, Saturday and Sunday.
   By donating your skates more friends 
and family can enjoy this outdoor winter 
activity at no cost. Skates can be dropped 
off at Davenport Brothers Construction 
Company at 299 Industrial Park Drive just 
across the railroad tracks on South Street 
in Belleville.
   You can donate new skates, too! And if 
anyone has a skate sharpening machine, it 
would be a welcome addition to the Family 
Ice Rink.
 
Conrad J. Welsing, Belleville
cjwelsing@aol.com

BHS Alumni Swim Meet 
set for Saturday, Dec. 15
To the Editor:
   With a successful completion of girls’ 
swim season and having raised the curtain 
on their new pool, Belleville Swimming is 
poised to enter a new era.
   Belleville Swimming will host its first 
Alumni Swim Meet in its new pool, Saturday, 
Dec. 15th, starting at 1 p.m.
   Breaking from tradition, this meet will 
be for Swim Alumni only, and all Swim 
Alumni are welcome to attend. If they do not 
want to swim, they can just sit and smell the 
chlorine, while reliving those days gone by.
   Alumni, remember those wonderful days 
of 5:30 a.m. swims, twice a day during 
Christmas and on Saturdays? Do you 
remember nights when you tried to sleep but 
your arms and leg muscles were throbbing 
from the day’s workout? Remember those 
growling stomachs because you were always 
hungry when in season. Yes, those were the 
days.
   Those interested alumni, just email your 
intent to tigerswimclub@gmail.com .
   Belleville Swimming will also enter a 
new era when they open their new pool for 
Family Swim Sessions.
   According to John Cast, Pool Manager, 
open swim sessions for the community, will 
begin Dec. 1. Belleville Swimming will hold 
open/family swim sessions Saturday, Dec. 1 
& 8.  Swim times on these two Saturdays will 
be 1-3 p.m., at a cost of $5 per swimmer.

   Once plans are finalized for future swims, 
they will be posted on a web page, navigable 
from Van Buren Public Schools home page.
   In addition to above dates and times, 
Belleville Swimming also has a one-hour 
swim, most Tuesday, Wednesday, Thursday 
mornings, 9 to 10 a.m., for retirees.
   Additional questions may be addressed to 
tigerswimclub@gmail.com .

John Cast, BHS Pool Manager
Certified Pool/Spa Operator

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper 

On The Web!
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Safe, clean, efficient 
and comfortable 
OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE from
Central Boiler.

A & D Sales
734-323-1474

TOTAL WOOD HEAT.

No Move IN Fees DURING THe
MoNTH oF NoveMBeR!

($1025 Value)
New 2 ANd 3 Bedroom Homes AvAilABle.

Hurry iN Before THey’re GoNe!

Contact Belinda at 734-699-7700
www.franklinhomesales.com/bm

we Are Also
offeriNG $500.00

referrAls!

if THe Time is
NoT riGHT To Buy,

THeN Try our
leAse ProGrAm!

(Call for details)

The Belleville Independent is a
drop off location for Toys for Tots!

404 Main Street
Belleville

734.697.2300

video arraigned on the charges at 34th District 
Court and bond was set at $10,000 cash. 
Courtwright was remanded to the Wayne 
County Jail. 
   She stood mute at her arraignment on May 
16 and a not-guilty plea was entered. On 
June 1, she entered a guilty plea that was 
accepted.
   On June 21, a motion to withdraw the 
guilty plea was granted and a competency 
evaluation was ordered. On Aug. 7 the 
competency hearing was continued until Oct. 
12 when she was found competent.
   She then pled guilty to assault with a 
dangerous weapon (Felonious Assault) 
and Circuit Court Judge Deborah Thomas 
sentenced her to 18 months of probation and 
40 hours of service in lieu of fees.
   Before these charges, Courtwright had been 
bound over for trial in April 2007 on charges 
of assaulting, resisting and obstructing a 
police officer. In October 2007, she stood 
mute and a not-guilty plea was entered and 
that December she failed to appear for a 
disposition conference and her bond was 
forfeited.
   On Jan. 14, 2008 she was arraigned for 
failure to appear at a disposition hearing. The 
original charges were reduced to “Attempt” 
to which she pled no contest. She was placed 
on probation for one year with $645 in fines 
and court costs. In March of 2008 a warrant 
was issued for violation of probation.
   On Aug. 1, 2008 her probation was extended 
to Jan. 14, 2012. Another warrant was issued 
for violation of probation on Sept. 15, 2008 
and on March 26, 2012 she was sentenced.
   Then, on May 2 she was arrested again for 
the stabbing.

VBT stabbing
(continued from page 3)
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51300 Huron river Drive (Corner of Rawsonville & Huron River/Textile)

Call For An
Appointment

(734)

487.9999

Stop By For
Any oF theSe
Free ServiceS
Tire Rotation
Brake Inspection
Steering Inspection
Exhaust Inspection
Spring Inspection
Check Engine Light
Code Reading
33 Point Inspection

Most cars & light trucks.
Call For An Appointment

734.487.9999

12 Months/12,000 Mile Warranty    Monday-Friday 8am to 6pm    Saturday 8am to 4pm

SAVE!
The ‘Sliding Scale’ Coupon

      If your vehicle          You will receive
      service totals:          the discount:

   $50 - $99.99        $10 OFF
$100 - $199.99      $20 OFF
$200 - $299.99      $30 OFF
$300 - $499.99      $40 OFF
 $500 or MORE      $50 OFF
  Must present at time of write-up.

ALIGNMENT
starting at $39

Includes inspection of the
suspension system, free tire

inspection, check tire pressure.
Additional parts & labor extra.

Most cars and light trucks.

®

ELSTON SMITH
General Manager

Over 30 Years Exp.

ASE MASTER
TECHNICIAN

ON DUTY

UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT

• Belts & Accessories
• Underhood Battery
• Underhood Fluids
• Underhood Hoses
• Under Car Check
• Brake System Check
• Tire Check

FREE - FREE - FREE
PRE-WINTER
INSPECTION

FREE!
• Alignment 
    Check
• Code Check
• Flat Repair
  (13”, 14” & 15” Wheels Only)

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At the end of its regular meeting on 
Nov. 13, the Sumpter Township Board of 
Trustees discussed at length its support of 
using the newly vacant Elwell Elementary 
School as the site of the new Belleville 
Area District Library.
   The subject of the district library was 
brought up by the board to Mary Ban, who 
was speaking under audience comments 
and has strong feelings about the library.
   Ban said if the library board continues to 
pursue the DNR site on the lake, it would 
be creating a terrible traffic hazard. She said 
when she is on Belleville Road in that area 
at 3 p.m. weekdays, traffic going into the 
city is backed up to the shopping center.
   If people were trying to get to the library 
as well it would be an even worse traffic 
jam, and very unsafe, she said.
   “Elwell School would be a perfect library,” 
Ban said, adding, “We can do that.”
   She said the library board have “pie in 
the sky ideas” and want to put a pod on the 
lake. She recalled State Rep. Gary Owen 
helped put a library pod on Ford Lake.
   “Have they lost their common sense?” 
Ban asked, referring to the library board.
   She noted the two Sumpter residents, 
who are on the board – Mike Boelter and 
Joy Cichewicz – are going right along with 
other board members and not representing 
Sumpter’s interests.
   She said Elwell school has a area that was 
renovated not long ago that can be used for 
a library.
   “We have a treasure,” she said of the 
school. “When you have a cow, you need 
to use it. It’s our golden calf and we need 
to milk her.”
   She said there is plenty of space at Elwell 
for all the umpteen rooms needed for 
computers for a library.
   “They don’t listen to the citizens,” said 
Ban, who stopped going to library board 
meetings because she said they were not 
listening to her.
   “And, we’re responsible for them getting 
there,” said Treasurer John Morgan.
   Boelter and Cichewicz were appointed 
by the board as interim board members and 
then they were elected, twice, by voters to 

Sumpter Twp. board urges use of Elwell school as district library
the positions. Morgan said Sumpter voters 
supported them because they were from 
Sumpter.
   “We don’t need just a satellite,” said 
Ban of the plan to put a smaller library in 
Sumpter. “That [Elwell] can be the main 
library.”
   Sumpter Township attorney Rob Young 
said he had a recent conversation with the 
library board’s attorney John Day and he 
said Day told him the board wants to reach 
out to Sumpter and address its concerns. 
He expects a meeting with Day between 
now and the holidays or after the holidays.
   Ban said people she talks to say they 
can’t believe that the library board hasn’t 
dropped the idea of a big library on the 
DNR property.
   “I know they aren’t going to vote for any 
big library,” Ban stated.
   Trustee Peggy Morgan said the board 
had sent a request to the Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, after being 
turned down by the superintendent.
   Sumpter is asking for the newest play 
equipment in place at Elwell so they can 
transfer it to one of the township parks, 
since the Sumpter parents earned the money 
for the playscape. Sumpter had been told 
the district wants to move the equipment to 
one of its remaining schools.
   Trustee Morgan said she has learned that 
the school district found out it would cost 
some $20,000 to take down and move the 
equipment, so now they are considering 
donating it to Sumpter.
   Ban said there should be an independent 
appraisal on the value of Elwell School.
   Young said it has been estimated it would 
cost the district $200,000 to tear the school 
down, which was the original plan.
   Sumpter Deputy Supervisor Craig Moody 
said Sumpter met with the school officials 
when the sanitary sewer was being put in 
front of Elwell School and gave them a great 
deal to hook up to the sewer. The school’s 
septic system has been condemned, so 
Elwell School can’t be reopened until it’s 
hooked up to the sewer.
   “Everybody wants something from 
Sumpter for nothing,” said Trustee Morgan. 
“… and they get it.”
   In other business at the Nov. 13 meeting, 

the board:
   • Approved, on a 4-1 vote, paying a total 
of $1,950 for six 3’x3’ welcome to Sumpter 
signs to upgrade those that were put up in 
the past. Clerk Clarence Hoffman voted 
no. Trustees William Hamm and Linda 
Kennedy were absent and excused because 
they were sick;
   • Approved an agreement with Wayne 
County for the 2012 Community 
Development Block Grant funds;
   • Approved the Supervisor Office’s 
request to use the PNA Hall on Dec. 17, 
from 2 to 6 p.m., for a holiday dinner for 
those in need in the community. Those 
interested in attending may call Craig 
Moody at 461-6201, ext. 226, to register so 
they will know how many turkeys to cook, 
or to get more information;
   • Approved, with regret, the retirement of 
Ray Christiansen as mechanical / plumbing 
inspector as of Dec. 31 after 20 years of 
service;
   • Approved advertising for a mechanical 
/ plumbing inspector, who is paid per 
inspection, with Clerk Hoffman voting 
no. They hoped to get one person who 
can do both mechanical and plumbing 
like Christiansen, but may have to use 
two people. Hoffman said a full-time Van 
Buren Township employee (Judy Fields) 
was hired on May 11, 2010 as a part-time 
fill-in inspector and was never used. She 
could not come to inspect until after she 
got off work in VBT at 4 p.m. Moody said 

contractors need inspectors during the day. 
He said Fields can apply for the position;
   • Approved a revision of the Parks & 
Recreation Commission’s Constitution 
that now says “no township trustee may 
serve or be appointed as a regular member 
of the Commission. Township Trustees 
may serve as alternate members of the 
Commission, but shall be prohibited from 
voting at Commission meetings in all 
circumstances…” Supervisor Johnny 
Vawters said, “Members of this board 
should not be full-time members of any 
commissions. That’s my belief”;
   • Approved having township officials 
and deputies attend the annual Michigan 
Townships Association conference Jan. 
22-25 in Detroit;
   • Heard Moody give a report on the 
building department that earned $17,481 
over the last month, up $7,000 from the 
previous month;
   • Heard Treasurer Morgan announce 
that Pastor Gary Ward Crawford had died. 
Morgan said he was the lead engineer on 
the design of Crosswinds Marsh park. He 
suggested the township send a certificate to 
the family recognizing, “He is one of us”;
   • Heard Supervisor Vawters read an 
announcement that trips for senior citizens 
to the Detroit Institute of Arts are available 
because of the millage that passed in Wayne 
County, with $100,000 set aside annually. 
That means about 60 senior trips with 35 

(continued on page 11)
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Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD
Psalm 33:12a
If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray 
and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.
2 Chronicles 7:14

Paid Advertisement

Where you’ll find the most unique collection
of Holiday gifts for your family and friends.

Cards
Home Decor
Heritage Lace
Baby
Inspirational Throws
Swan Creek Candles
Country Home Creations Dip Mixes

Remembrance Collection
Music Boxes
Porcelain Dolls
Baptism/Christening Gifts
Military/Armed Forces Decor

Gift
CertifiCateS

HOURS:
Tues., Thurs. & Fri.

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday

Noon - 8:00 p.m.
Saturday

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Sun. Noon - 5:00 p.m.

Closed  Monday

Marti’s Gift Gallery
668 E. Huron River Drive

Belleville, MI 48111     734-699-GIFT

*Limit 1 per visit.

25% OFF 1 ITEM IN THE STORE w/AD*

Pet of the Week
Friends of Michigan 

Animals Rescue

There are few people that would say 
no to a yummy bowl of spaghetti 
and were pretty sure most will like 
Spaghetti the cat too! Spaghetti
came to us after being found 
with her head stuck in a can of 
Spaghetti-o’s. She thankfully only 
suffered minor injuries and we 
couldn’t resist naming her after the 
offending food. You would think she 
would never touch the stuff again 
after her ordeal but believe it or not 
she will still share your spaghetti-
o’s if you let her. Spaghetti is a very 
friendly and warm-hearted girl who 
seems to like everyone she gets to 
meet including kitty friends. Her 
dark grey and white tuxedo coat is 
very fetching and super soft to pet 
too. Spaghetti is ready to put her 
head in a can days behind her and 
get comfy in a new fur-ever home 
soon. She will be an excellent furry 
companion that will fill-up and 
satisfy your heart and home. She 
is spayed, vaccinated, tested neg. 
for FeLuk/FIV and micro-chipped. 
Call today to meet this comfort food 
loving kitty! 734 461-9458

“sPaghetti”

seniors on each trip. The offer includes 
transportation and access to the DIA and is 
available to all publically supported senior 
programs in the county. Local senior groups 
need to apply for the trips immediately 
before they are all used up; and
   • Heard attorney Young say he will 
check with Carleton Farms landfill and 
report at the next meeting on the landfill’s 
use of the Ypsilanti Community Utilities 
Authority [YCUA]. There was an apparent 
misstatement by the township engineer at 
a recent meeting which brought a letter to 
the editor of the Independent from YCUA 
saying no landfill in Sumpter Township has 
a disposal agreement with YCUA. Moody 
said the Sumpter landfill doesn’t dispose 
to YCUA. Its leachate goes to a Canton 
landfill site where it is pretreated and then 
sent to YCUA. It’s all the same company 
he explained.

Sumpter Twp.
(continued from page 10)

U.S. Marine Corps Private First Class 
David Anthony Gurunian of Van Buren 
Township will be home for Thanksgiving 
before heading off on Dec. 13 to 29 Palms, 
CA, where he is assigned. He just graduated 
from Military Occupational Specialty 
School and is in the tank corps. Pfc. 
Gurunian is a 2008 graduate of Belleville 
High School. He is son of Margaret Neil 
and the late George Gurunian, Sr. He 
has a brother, George Gurunian, Jr., and 
a grandmother, Elizabeth J. Becker of 
Columbia Court.

David C. Brown Funeral Home
has set up a Temporary Viewing 

and Funeral Chapel at 500 E. 
Huron River Dr., Belleville, in the 
former Katherine Rose Flower 
and Gift Shop until the funeral 
home is rebuilt from the fire.

VBT Lt. Robson resigns, 
hired as fulltime fireman 
in Superior Township
   Van Buren Township Fire Lt. Nicholas 
L. Robson is resigning from his VBT post 
as of Nov. 25 to accept a full-time fire 
position with the Superior Township Fire 
Department. He has been a paid-per-call fire 
fighter in VBT for nine years. Because of 
Superior Township policies, Robson could 
no longer remain on the VBT department 
and so he had to resign.
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Things to do in the
Belleville area...

889 Sumpter rd. BeLLeVILLe
(734) 732-4394

Hours: Mon.–Fri.  9aM - 5pM www.beltoneHearingaid.coM

HEALTH ALERT!

Untreated hearing loss 
causes your ear’s auditory 

nerve to deteriorate.

Eardrum

Auditory
NerveStudies show that untreated hearing 

loss can cause “auditory deprivation”,
a condition that a�ects your ability to understand 
speech.

Use it or lose it! Hearing loss starves your
brain’s auditory centers. The longer your hearing
loss goes untreated, the more likely that you will 
actually “forget” how to hear. 

But there’s good news! Advanced hearing 
instruments, like the Beltone ™  and ™ ,
ensure the auditory centers of your brain “stay 
busy”, minimizing auditory deprivation.

Don’t wait until it’s too late

DON’T IGNORE the WARNING SIGNS
 1. Diffi culty hearing in noisy situations, like restaurants
 2. Trouble understanding women’s and children’s voices
 3. A need to ask people to repeat themselves

If you’ve experienced any of the above, 
get your hearing tested immediately.WA

RN
IN

G

Beltone Origin™

The newest Technology from 
Beltone is now the most a�ordable
technology we o�er.  Available in
some of our smallest instruments.

Beltone True
The most advanced hearing aid at
Beltone.  It has wireless capabilities 
and provides clear sound with no 
whistling and automatically 
eliminates background noise.

™Beltone just got a lot more affordable.
Introducing Beltone Origin. This latest 
technology release gives patients the name
brand hearing aids they want for less.
Origin also has NEW improved battery life.

Beltone Origin™

$995
starting at

Monthly payments
starting at $28 WAC

Monthly payments
starting at $28 WAC

Beltone Origin™

$995
starting at

 The question is; can you afford to wait any longer? Call Today.

Beltone Hearing Care Centers are independently owned and operated. Participation may vary by location. © 2012 Beltone

mOSt INSurANCe
& HmO pLANS

ACCepted

Expires November 30, 2012. Coupons and 
offers not to be combined with any other 
offer. Previous purchases excluded. BAI

True™ and Origin™,

LOY’S CONSTRUCTION
& Home Repairs

Remodeling SpecialS
Basement –– $4,500 & Up
Kitchen –––– $2,500 & Up
Bathroom –– $1,500 & Up
Garages ––– $750 & Up
Decks Re-stained – 69¢ per sq.ft.

NO JOB
TOO SMALL!

licenSed/inSURed     FRee eSTimaTeS
25 Yrs. Exp.         24 Hour Emergency Service
Mark (734) 434-6946

EMS Education
Start a new & exciting healthcare career as a Paramedic

Huron Valley Ambulance
Center for EMS Education

30 years training EMS Providers              Nationally Accredited for over 10 years

Classes start January 2013
Students must register by December 21st

For info: 734 477-6331
Visit our website: www.hvaedu.org

Financing available

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $9.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $6.50 - $7.00

10% OFF

HourS
Mon.-THurS. 11aM-10pM

FrI. 11aM - 11pM
SaT. 12pM-11pM
Sun. 12pM-10pM

(734) 699-1550

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

Dine-in Or Carry Out
Chinese & american Food

BUDwEISEr BOTTLES - $2, wINE AvAILABLE!

CHIna KIng Coupon
Coupon ExpIrES 11-30-12

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

   • Thursday, Nov. 22 – Enjoy the 
Thanksgiving Day holiday with friends 
and family. Be thankful.
   • Friday, Nov. 23 – Free Friday Movie 
at Friends Family Theater at 7 p.m., with 
the Bounce House open at 6:45 p.m., in the 
Youth Center, 7890 Tuttle Hill Road (at 
Bemis Road), Ypsilanti. One of this week’s 
movies will be “The Greening of Whitney 
Brown”, 2012, 87 minutes.  Movie 
questions (734) 482-5074 or http://home.

comcast.net/~friendsfamilytheater/ 
   • Friday, Nov. 23, and Saturday, Nov. 
24  – Give donations for the Goodfellows 
“No Child Without a Christmas” effort, as 
police officers and volunteers stand out on 
street corners in Belleville, Van Buren, and 
Sumpter.
   • Thursday, Nov. 29 – The African 
American Book Group meets at the library 
at 7 p.m. This month’s book is “Fences” by 
August Wilson.
   • Saturday, Dec. 1 – Belleville Area 
Chamber of Commerce’s Winter Fest is 
all day. Parade is 6 p.m., followed by City 
Christmas Tree Lighting ceremonies on 
the museum lawn, visits with Santa and 
reenactment of the first Christmas both at 
the Methodist Church, 100 lighted balloons 
set aloft by the Belleville Fire Department, 
and fireworks over the water from the 
Denton Road Bridge. Jingle Bell Run 
registration starts at 8:30 a.m. at Horizon 
Park. Ice skating throughout the day, 
courtesy of BYC at Fourth St. Square.
   • Saturday, Dec. 1 – Holiday Arts & 
Crafts Show/Sale, 9 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
Van Buren Township Senior Center, 46425 
Tyler Road.
   • Saturday, Dec. 1 – Open family swim 
for the community at new pool at BHS, 1-3 
p.m., cost $5 per swimmer.
   • Sunday, Dec. 2 – Bugles Across 
America, 7:15 p.m., at Veterans Memorial 
on High Street, Belleville, to honor the 
military, past and present.
   • Thursday, Dec. 6 – The Evening Book 
Group meets at the library at 7 p.m. This 
month’s book is “Best Friends, Occasional 
Enemies” by Lisa Scottoline.
   • Thursday, Dec. 6, Friday, Dec. 7 and 
Saturday, Dec. 8 – Belleville High School 
play “One Flew Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” 

Breast cancer benefit
set at Belleville Moose 
Lodge for Missie Frey
    A spaghetti dinner and night of fun has 
been set beginning at 4 p.m., Friday, Dec. 
7, at the Belleville Moose Lodge to benefit 
breast cancer victim Missie Frey, who lives 
and works in Belleville.
   A minimum donation of $10 at the door 
will be accepted. There also will be a silent 
auction and a 50/50 cash raffle. The Moose 
Lodge is located at 831 E. Huron River 
Drive.
   All proceeds will benefit Missie in her 
fight against breast cancer.
   She was diagnosed in November 2011 
with Stage 2 breast cancer at the age of 29. 
Shortly thereafter it was discovered the 
cancer had metastasized and her cancer 
was then deemed Stage 4.
   Over the past year she has endured several 
months of chemotherapy and multiple 
surgeries in a valiant effort to fight this 
aggressive disease.
   In an attempt to ease the financial burden 
of the mounting medical bills, friends and 
family are having this benefit in her honor.
   For those wishing to make a donation, 
but are unable to attend the benefit, gifts 
may be made payable to the “Melissa Frey 
Benefit Fund” at any PNC Bank or mailed 
to: PNC Bank, 7030 E. Michigan Ave., 
Saline, MI 48176.
   For updates and more information visit www.
facebook.com/events/362796273812258/ 
or contact Sheri at (734) 740-3649.

at 7:30 p.m. at BHS Auditorium. Tickets 
are $8 and $7.
   • Saturday, Dec. 8 – Open family swim 
for the community at new pool at BHS, 1-3 
p.m., cost $5 per swimmer.
   • Saturday, Dec. 8 – Children’s Christmas 
Ornament Workshop at the museum, 10 

a.m., 11 a.m., 1 p.m. Two dollars per child 
includes tour of museum. Santa is at the 
museum, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.
   • Thursday, Dec. 13 – Home Grown 
Lecture Series at the library at 7 p.m., free. 
Andre’ Renier will speak on “Jousting: A 
Night with a Knight”.
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Gene Taylor
(continued from page 1)

WITH COUPON • SUmPTer AUTO COUPON exPIreS 11-30-12

NO COUPON NECESSARY

FREE
FRONT END 
AND BRAKE 
INSPECTION

WITH COUPON • SUmPTER AUTO COUPON ExPIRES 11-30-12 BAI

WITH COUPON • SUmPTER AUTO COUPON ExPIRES 11-30-12 BAI

FREE
TIRE ROTATION

WITH ANY
BRAKE SERVICE

SAFETY COUPON

$20.00 OFF FRONT BRAKES
OR

$40.00 OFF COMPLETE
(FRONT AND REAR) most cars.

PADS ROTORS AND/OR DRUmS AND SHOES

TIRE SAVER COUPON

$10.00 OFF
4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

CHECK
(INCLUDES SET FRONT TOE)*

*DOES NOT INCLUDE SETTING CASTER OR CAmBER OR REAR TOE

COURTESY CHECK
$49.95

rotate and balance tires, check brakes, lights, belts, hoses, 
suspension, engine leaks, transmission leaks, coolant leaks, 
power steering, and advise. NO COUPON NeCeSSArY.

BAI

$20.00 OFF
ANY REPAIRS OVER $100.00

WITH COUPON • SUmPTer AUTO COUPON exPIreS 11-30-12
BAI

10% OFF
TUNE UPS PARTS AND LABOR

• Storm Clean Up
• Free Estimates
• Tree Topping & Trimming
• Tree & Shrub Removal
•  Stump Removal • Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts
Call For a PromPt Free estimate

(734) 340-6155
or (734) 485-WOOD

(9663)

50% WINTER dIscouNT If
you kEEp Wood/bRush!

KoDiaK &
Heart oF oaK
tree serviCe

hour period,” Bluhm said, adding, “I have 
received no information on any disciplinary 
action against an employee.”
   DiPietro said he would like to see Police 
Cpl. Todd Schrecengost called as a witness 
because he believes Schrecengost was the 
source of the charges.
   He said the second witness would be Fred 
Wanderwege (Dorn), who owns the F&R 
Automotive repair shop.
   “First-hand information is better than 
the second-hand information from the city 
manager,” DiPietro said.
   “Your client did not deny he had repairs 
done and was paying $49 a month,” said 
the city’s attorney John Hitchcock.
   DiPietro said the charges were made to get 
rid of Chief Taylor because he is too old.
   Hitchcock laughed at this.
   DiPietro said it is untrue that Fred told 
the city manager that Taylor told him he 
had city council approval for a personal 
installment plan for safety repairs to a city 
vehicle.
   “Why did it take one-and-a-half years 
for this heinous event to come to light?” 
DiPietro asked.
   DiPietro said Chief Taylor was returning 
to work with results of a medical exam 
where his doctor that said he was clear to 
go back to work.
   But the city sent him to an insurance 
examining doctor, although Taylor was 

not claiming disability, DiPietro said. This 
doctor OKed him, as well.
   This dragged on for six weeks culminating 
in his demotion, DiPietro said.
   “They expected him to retire, quit. He 
didn’t,” DiPietro said.
   DiPietro said as a corporal, Taylor returned 
to his bargaining unit with years of seniority 
and the union wouldn’t let him in.
   “The whole scheme was to get him out on 
retirement,” DiPietro repeated.
   Hitchcock said it was his recommendation 
not to discipline Taylor when he was off on 
medical leave.
   “I think it was her idea,” DiPietro said, 
referring to Kollmeyer, “and you went 
along with it.”
   Kollmeyer said the charges were delivered 
to the commission members and Taylor the 
previous Thursday.
   Hitchcock said the commission does have 
the ability to subpoena witnesses and the 
hearing could be delayed.
   “I have no objection to adjourning for 
witnesses,” Hitchcock said.
   DiPietro asked that the two witnesses 
be called along with information on when 
Schrecengost gave the information about 
the April 2011 repair of an auto.
   DiPietro said the city manager said she 
personally contacted Fred and he said that 
Chief Taylor told him he had city council 
approval.
   “That’s misrepresentation and that’s 
serious,” DiPietro said, adding there was 
no charge he intentionally misrepresented 
the situation.
   DiPietro said the discipline was 
inappropriate. He said if the intent is to get 
a civil service employee to follow the rules, 
a probationary status would be better than 
a demotion.
   “Civil Service or POAM. He’s a man 
without a country right now,” DiPietro 
said.
   “It’s got to be rebutted because it’s 
untrue,” DiPietro said.
   He said to the commission, “It doesn’t 
mean you can’t uphold the discipline … 
But you should hear the witnesses.”
   DiPietro also repeated that he wants to 
address Loria’s status and he said he will 
definitely bring up the one-and-a-half year 
delay in the charges.
   DiPietro said on Sept. 13 Taylor gave his 
doctor’s OK to return to work to the city and 
he didn’t get contacted for a meeting until 
Oct. 23. The meeting, set for Oct. 29, with 
Kollmeyer [and Mayor Kerreen Conley], 
turned into a prosecution, he said.
   “That’s a lot to correct an employee’s 
action,” DiPietro said of the demotion.
   DiPietro also asked if Hitchcock is going 
to testify that it was his idea to wait for 
prosecution and Hitchcock said he is not 
intending to testify.
   Acho made a motion, seconded by Loria 
to issue subpoenas to the two witnesses 
named and meet again in three weeks, at 
9 a.m. Dec. 11. Acho, Loria, and Bluhm 
voted unanimously in favor.
   DiPietro also asked to see his client’s 
personnel records and after the meeting he 
was allowed to see them.

Facebook friends help
Sumpter Police nab 
retail fraud suspect

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   On Oct. 23 a young man came into Ace 
Hardware in Sumpter Township and stole 
some high-ticket items, including a $200 
air tool and five pairs of work gloves 
marked $30 each.
   Sumpter Police Detective John Toth said 
the store bosses weren’t in and a young 
crew was in charge. The crew suspected 
something was wrong and followed the 
young man out of the store. The suspect 
jumped into a truck and sped away 
northbound on Sumpter Road.
   Det. Toth said the call to the police was 
delayed, but the store was able to give 
police their surveillance videos.
   Lt. Eric Luke suggested they put the 
suspect’s picture on the Sumpter Police 
Department Facebook page and on the 
Keep Sumpter Safe Facebook page.
   If a viewer clicks the Share button, that 
will post the picture on that person’s public 
wall.
   Det. Toth said within 24 hours they had 
3,000 clicked Shares. They even got a call 
from Hawaii, from a person who recognized 
the suspect from a Facebook page.
   Also within 24 hours they got a tip on 
the person’s identity through the Facebook 
posting.
   Sumpter police were alerted to check out 
annarbor.com where Saline PD had posted 
a crime at its Ace Hardware that had the 
same mode of operation.
   Det. Toth said Sumpter solved Saline’s 
crime, as well as its own.
   “We were very shocked at how many 
clicked,” Det. Toth said. “It was a case-
closure for us.”
   He said Sumpter is working with Saline, 
which has all Sumpter’s information to 
help with its case.
   Toth said the same suspect is being 
charged for the same exact crime at the 
Lincoln Park Sears store.
   Toth said the suspect is using the thefts to 
fuel a heroin addiction.
   Toth said the first concrete tip came from 
Dexter, where the suspect used to live. 
Now he lives in Ypsilanti.
   “We had a good tip from the first day,” 
Toth said. “It paid off for us.”

Birthdays
   Nov. 6 – Allen Smolen
   Nov. 23 – Frank Czapski
   Nov. 26 – Steve Griz

Do you have a birthday in November? Does 
anyone you know have a birthday soon? 
Call the Independent at 699-9020 and let 
us know. We’ll list it in this column ASAP 
following your call. There is no charge.

“Many a small thing has been made 
large by the right kind of advertising.”

Mark Twain
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler Road, Charter 
Township of Van Buren, County of Wayne, Michigan, 48111 on Wednesday, December 
12, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. to consider the following:

An ordinance to amend the Charter Township of Van Buren Zoning Ordinance 6-2-92, 
as amended in the following:

       ARTICLE II, DEFINITIONS, SECTION 2.02 SPECIFIC TERMS
ARTICLE IV, GENERAL PROVISIONS, SECTION 4.56 STORMWATER 

       BASINS; SECTION 4.40.3 LANDSCAPING DESIGN STANDARDS

The complete text of the proposed amendments is available at the Township 
Department of Developmental Services during regular business hours.  Written 
comments will be accepted at the Department of Developmental Services until 4:00 
p.m. on the hearing date of August 22, 2012.  You can also contact the Department of 
Developmental Services with questions at (734) 699-8913.

In the spirit of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals with a 
disability should feel free to contact the Department of Developmental Services at least 
seventy-two (72) hours in advance of the meeting, if requesting accommodations. 

Published:  November 22, 2012                                      Posted: November 16, 2012

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

Ask
Angela

By Angela Nettro

   I am here to answer questions pertaining 
to buying or selling real estate. Send your 
questions to “Ask Angela”, c/o Belleville-
Area Independent, 152 Main Street, Ste. 
9, Belleville 48111 or send me an email 
at nettroandco@comcast.net . I’ll answer 
questions in this column.
   Question from Randy in Van Buren 
Township: I am starting to look for a home 
in the area, and was wondering, is getting a 
“Buyers Agent” more beneficial for me and 
do I have to pay a commission to a Buyer’s 
agent?
   Answer: A buyer’s agent is supposed to 
work exclusively for the buyer throughout 
the transaction. The buyer agent should 
provide a contract for you to sign prior to 
showing you homes. The Buyer Agency 
Contract will specify if there is a retainer 
deposit or any other fees to you. 
   The contract will also contain what 
duties/ responsibilities the buyer’s agent 
and the buyer client have during the term of 
the contract. Most important is specifying 
a term period with an expiration time on 
the contract. If either party does not fulfill 
the terms of the contract, then the default 
terms should be quite clear as to the 
monetary requirements and/or the right to 
immediately void the contract between the 
agent and buyer client.
   If you do not agree with the language of 
the Buyer’s contract, you can modify the 
terms with the agent, or you can refuse to 
sign it and look for another agent.
   Most contracts have a penalty for a 
full commission rate due to the Buyer’s 
Brokerage, if the contracted Buyer buys 
a home through another brokerage prior 

to the termination period of the Buyer’s 
contract. Be sure that the length term of the 
contract is a reasonable time to find a 
home, but not an excessive period beyond 
3 to 6 months.
   Happy Thanksgiving to all!      -- Angela
ANGELA NETTRO/Broker
Angela Nettro & Co.
(734)697-6655
Email: nettroandco@comcast.net

Editor’s Note: This column was suspended 
while Angela Nettro was a political 
candidate so she wouldn’t have unfair 
advantage. Thank goodness, the elections 
are over.

Upcoming Meetings
   • Monday, Nov. 26 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., 
BHS mini-auditorium, preceded by 6 
p.m. meeting to interview candidates for 
temporary school board position.
   • Tuesday, Nov. 27 – Van Buren Township 
Downtown Development Authority, 5:30 
p.m. Also, Sumpter Township workshop 
at 6 p.m., followed by regular meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. Also, VBT Water & Sewer 
Commission, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Nov. 28 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 
p.m.
   • Monday, Dec. 3 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees work/study, 4 p.m. Also, 
Belleville City Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Dec. 4 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees, 7:30 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Dec. 5 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Staff Review, 1-4 p.m. 
Also, VBT Public Safety Committee, 5:30 
p.m.
   •   Monday, Dec. 10 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., 
Administration Building

   • Tuesday, Dec. 11 – Van Buren Township 
LDFA, 2 p.m. Also, VBT Recreation 
Committee, 5:30 p.m. Also, Sumpter 
Township workshop at 6 p.m., followed 
by regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. Also, VBT 

Board of Zoning Appeals, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Dec. 12 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 
p.m.
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We understand tough times and we are here to help! Can’t get time off work
to make an appointment for the vet? Don’t want to pay for an office visit?
Check us out... Low prices, good people and fast service!
Dogs
DHPP, Corona, BDT, Lepto $39
Heartworm Test  $19
Rabies 1 yr.   $14
Rabies 3 yr.   $16
*Discount rates for litters.
De-worming also available

Cats
RCP and Leukemia $29
Rabies 1 yr.  $14
Rabies 3 yr.  $16
Heartworm Test $25

Other Services
Extended Exams (ear. skin, etc.) $18
Pocket Pet Exam  $18
Anal Glands   $12
Micro Chip   $30
Fecal Check   $10
Toe nail trim   $5

Low Cost Wellness/Vaccination Clinic
Vet: Dr. John Hermann, DVM   (313) 686-5701

*Cash or Check (with valid I.D.),  Now Accepting mmmmm

We Offer
frOntline Plus!

neW flu VACCine fOr DOGs AVAilABle
DentistrY PACKAGes stArt @ $115

CAt neuters - $35

Fluff-N-Puff Pet Grooming
Clinics: Mondays 1p.m. - 4 p.m.  •  Fridays 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

36628 Goddard Rd., Romulus  734-229-0005

Visit Us At:
www.mobilevetclinic.biz

Upcoming Clinics:
PET RESORT, 50425 Bemis Rd., BelleVille, Sun., Nov. 25th, 3-6 p.m.
WILLIS FEED MILL, 10200 Railroad St., Willis, Mon., Dec. 10th, 5-6 p.m.
PET SPA 2, 970 Sumpter Rd., BelleVille, Sun., Dec. 16th, 4-6 p.m.
PET RESORT, 50425 Bemis Rd., BelleVille, Sun., Dec. 23rd, 3-6 p.m.
PET SPA, 5260 Willis Rd., YPsilAnti, Sun., Dec. 30th, 4:30-6 p.m.

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

microchip event dec. 8 at belleville 
feed rite pet shop, 11 a.m. – 4 p.m.

   Boelter said they will need the same size 
area to build on regardless of the size of the 
building, as the library will need room to 
expand in years to come.
   “You might have to limit the services,” 
Renaud said. “You’re still shooting for the 
max.”
   Dawson said the board is not seeking a 
Taj Mahal, grandiose building. She said 
as an elected member of the library board 
she wouldn’t be doing her job if she didn’t 
work for what the library needed for its 
users in the 75-square-mile area.
   Renaud agreed the present 11,000 square 
feet is way too small.
   But, he said, Belleville officials were not 
too far off in their suggestions, since the 
proposed new library includes a lot of stuff 
the present library doesn’t have.
   “You may find, like the school, you’ll 
have to cut back” before voters will approve 
paying for it, Renaud said.
   He said you can’t find 50,000 square feet 
and parking in the city.
   “We all agree we need a bigger building,” 
Chedraue said, but SEMCOG has been 
totally wrong in its predictions, which have 
been used by size consultant Dahlgren for 
part of his calculations.
   Chedraue said the City of Belleville 
changed population by just 10 people over 
the last 30 years.
   Board member Christina Brasil said the 
old view was that a library was for reading 

District Library
(continued from page 1)

and study, but the new view is broader and 
has a library becoming a second home and 
a place to use computers to help find jobs.
   Chedraue said a house and church 
next to Edgemont School is for sale and 
Dawson said it’s been considered and is 
not appropriate.
   Renaud asked if the DNR site is big 
enough or is it the DNR site plus the 
residential site next door?
   Dawson said the answer is yes and yes, 
with the DNR site good, but adding the 
Spencer house next door, it is better.
   Dawson said she understands that the 
people on the council have to have enough 
tax revenue to pick up the leaves and 
perform other services and it’s not in their 
best interests to give away properties that 
could bring in tax revenue.
   Chedraue, a former member of the city 
council, said about 25% of the property in 
the city pays no taxes.
   “I think they would like to look at retail 
on the lake,” Dawson said of the city.
   Chedraue asked if they had looked at 
other places than the DNR site, and Brasil 
asked if he had any ideas.
   “I guess we’re in a box if we can’t work 
out a plan with the DNR,” Dawson said.
   Chedraue asked the board what it wanted 
members of the audience to do to help 
with its project. He said they go to the city 
council meetings and could lobby for the 
library.
   “Until we have a site, I don’t know what 
to say,” Dawson said.
   Chedraue said he does appreciate the 

work the board is doing and has done.
   In other business at the board’s 80-minute 
meeting on Nov. 13, the board:
   • Heard Renaud ask for a change in 
the special meeting minutes for the Nov. 
5 meeting to state that the extra work by 
appraiser Bob Vogt for the DNR site was 
not authorized, as was clearly stated at 
the meeting. Library Director Deb Green 
and board member John Juriga said they 
felt it was understood that the work was 
not authorized and “discussion ensued” 
in the minutes reflected that action. The 
minutes were approved as written without 
the change;
   • Heard Chedraue, a candidate for the 
library board in the Nov. 6 election, 
congratulate the incumbents who were 
reelected, Mike Boelter, Joy Cichewicz, 
and John Juriga;
   • Also heard Chedraue ask for a clarification 
from Green regarding a statement she made 
that it was arbitrary to build a branch in 
the Sumpter area. Green said what she said 
is that most of the residents of Sumpter 
would probably use the big library and that 
it was in the agreement because Sumpter is 
more remote. After some discussion on the 
wording in the library agreement, Green 
said she did not use the word “arbitrary”. 
Chedraue, who helped draft the library 
agreement, said it is not arbitrary because 
Sumpter Township either gets a branch or 
the main library;
   • Approved splitting the $200 cost of a 
block of ice for the Winterfest ice sculpture 
with Friends of the Library. Cost to the 

library will be $100;
   • Discussed the Court of Appeals’ recent 
ruling that under the state’s Open Carry 
law, a library cannot ban guns. Chedraue, 
an attorney, said he believes the ruling is 
being appealed to the Supreme Court and 
will change in the future;
   • Heard Green report that the library 
recently had a rain that took out ceiling tiles 
and soaked the carpet between the aisles, 
but missed the books. They cleaned out the 
gutters that were filled with leaves only to 
have more water come into the building 
with the next rain. “The roofer managed to 
patch the holes, but obviously it is time for 
a new roof,” Green reported;
   • Removed the periodic personnel 
evaluation of Green from the closed-
session agenda because of “a computer 
glitch”; and
   • Held a 30-minute closed session to 
consider the purchase and/or lease of real 
property and then convened into regular 
session only to adjourn. This was the 21st 
closed-door session on the property issue.

Independent Special Writer Diane Madigan 
contributed to this report.

Court watching:
  VBT vs. Delaney
   adjourned until Dec. 6
   at 34th District Court

By Diane Madigan
Independent Court Reporter

   On Thursday, Nov. 15, the 34th District 
Court in Romulus looked like a Van Buren 
Township board meeting.
   Supervisor Paul White, Clerk Leon 
Wright, Director of Public Safety Carl 
McClanahan, Building and Planning 
Director Terry Carroll, and defendant 
and township activist John Delaney all 
waited for court to start for the township’s 
complaint against Delaney for disturbing a 
public meeting.
   The misdemeanor complaint is an 
alleged violation of MCL 750.170 titled 
Disturbance of lawful meetings. 
   Delaney’s court session was adjourned 
until Dec. 6, when Delaney’s attorney will 
be available.
   The charge stems from Delaney’s actions 
at both the Sept. 12 Planning Commission 
meeting, where Delaney was escorted out 
by police, and the Sept. 18 township board 
meeting, when Supervisor White had him 
arrested.
   Delaney said he is fighting for his 
constitutional right of free speech and has 
demanded a jury trial.
   750.170 Disturbance of lawful meetings. 
Sec. 170 states: “Disturbance of lawful 
meetings -- Any person who shall make 
or excite any disturbance or contention in 
any tavern, store or grocery, manufacturing 
establishment or any other business place 
or in any street, lane, alley, highway, public 
building, grounds or park, or at any election 
or other public meeting where citizens are 
peaceably and lawfully assembled, shall be 
guilty of a misdemeanor.”
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HELP WANTED

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Feel good about the work that you do. Support persons
we serve in residential settings. Country home. Training 

provided. $8.00 total per hr. plus good benefits.
Call (734) 753-4804 New Boston
Email resume to: recruiter@questserv.org

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Join the team. Assist persons we 

serve in their home and community.  
$8.00 total per hr. plus good benefits.

Call (734)699-3808 or
(734)699-6543 Belleville.
Email resume to: recruiter@questserv.org

SERVICES

Call FIRST CLASS LANDSCAPING
(734) 699-4711

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
YEAR RouND SERvICES
Weekly Mowing, Aerations, 
De-Thatching, Seed & Sod, 

Tree, Brush & Stump Removal 
And Much More!

www.FIRSTCLASSLANDSCAPING.net

Take Advantage of Early Bird Rates!

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

FOR SALE

PETS/LIVESTOCK

VEHICLE FOR SALE

------------
LOCAL HANDYMAN - SOME 
Jobs too LARGE - NO JOB too 
SMALL. Residential Snow Plowing.                 
LICENSED & REFERENCES.           
(734) 765-9224                            TFN

------------
C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions 
Discount Prices    - Guaranteed  !!!   
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

------------
NEED A CARING, Reliable baby 
sitter at a great price?  Call Noel.                    
(734) 642-7816                             11/22

------------

SERVICES
NEED A CLEANER at a reasonable 
rate to clean your house or office.  Call 
Lisa.  (734) 231-2025                           11/22

------------
PIANO LESSONS - 5 year olds through 
adults.  Beginners & Intermediates.  
Experienced teacher.  Reasonable rates.  
(734) 697-9628                                     11/29

------------
CHRISTIAN Housekeeper.  Immediate 
Openings.  (734) 796-0862                   11/15

------------

AREA TRAINEE for local Real Estate 
Firm.  For appointment call             (734) 
697-1800                                      TFN

------------
BELLEVILLE TRUCKING needs 
Drivers for auto parts to Detroit, Flint 
and Jackson.  Home every night.              (313) 
350-6875                                     11/25

------------
DRIVER - $2,500 Sign-On Bonus.  
Hiring Solo and Team Drivers!  Great 
Benefits Package, Excellent Home Time!  
CDL-A Required.  Students with CDL-
A Welcome.  (888) 471-7081   www.
superservicellc.com                     11/15

------------

HELP WANTED

with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

   The community is encouraged to buy 
local and from small businesses in and 
around town this Saturday during Small 
Business Saturday, Nov. 24. Between 
Black Friday and Cyber Monday, this 
Saturday is dedicated to helping small 
businesses throughout our community.

***
   Today is Wednesday and we’re out a day 
early because of the Thanksgiving holiday. 
Why not start the day off giving blood 
to the Red Cross at a local blood donor 
drive at the Van Buren Township Hall? 
The event is sponsored                  by the 
Van Buren Fire Department. Donors can 
show up between 10 a.m. to 3:45 p.m. 

***
   Main Street Flowers & Gifts will be 
holding a wine tasting event on Winterfest 
Saturday, from 3 to 6:30 p.m. There will 
be wine, hot chocolate and other food.  
Call (734) 697-7400. Main Street Flowers 
also is a drop-off point for new children’s 
books, which will be distributed to local 
charities in time for Christmas.

***
   The Living Nativity will once again 
take place on the grounds of the First 
United Methodist Church on Winterfest 
Saturday, Dec. 1, immediately following 
the parade from 6:30 to 7:30 p.m. The 12-
minute production will take place three 
times before the fireworks. For details, 
call Susan Walker at (734) 250-0485. 
The re-enactment of the first Christmas is 
very popular each year as it features live 
animals.

***
   The Independent office here at 152 Main 
Street is a drop-off location for Toys for 
Tots this holiday season. Unwrapped toys 
can be dropped off here during regular 
business hours, Monday –Friday, 8 a.m. to 
4 p.m. Call (734) 699-9020.

***
   Trim-Co inside Enrica’s Golden 
Needle on Main Street is a commercial 
and industrial sewing specialist providing 
repairs and custom design of canvas, 
leather, vinyl tops, boat covers and more. 
They’re open Monday through Friday, 
from 8 a.m. to 4 p.m. Call (734) 697-2229 
and ask for Dan. 

***
   You have until Friday, Nov. 30, to have 
your business along Main Street all decked 
out for the holidays. A panel of judges will 
be out and about that evening making their 
choices during the Belleville Chamber 
of Commerce’s Annual Decoration 
Contest. The winners will be announced 
the next day at the Winterfest Parade at 
6 p.m. For details, call Chamber Director 
Rachel Hearn at (734) 697-7151.

***
   A Silent Auction with the proceeds going 
to St. Jude’s Hospital will take place from 
Dec. 3 through Dec. 7 at the Belleville 

Curves in the Davenport Industrial 
Center. Donations from local businesses 
and area residents will be accepted Monday 
through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m., and 
8 a.m. to 11 p.m. on Saturday. Winners will 
be notified Dec. 8. For other details, call 
Curves owner Robin Gragg at (734) 697-
2000.

***
   Our directory of area churches and their 
services is still growing and now your 
church can be added to our list at the great 
rate of $75 for 13 consecutive weeks in a 
one column by one inch tall display box. 

***
   There’s still time to take advantage of 
our Put A Little Color in Your Holiday 
advertising promotion until the end of 
the year. When you purchase display 
advertising this month, you can get free 
color for the month of December. Just pay 
the cost for black & white. To learn more, 
call me at (734) 699-9020.

***
   Do you have a business item you would like 
to see in this column? There is no charge. 
Call Bob Mytych with your suggestion at 
734-699-9020.

Van Buren Soccer 
registration opens

By Bob Mytych
         Independent Sports Editor
Registration is now open for the Van 

Buren Soccer Association’s 2013 spring 
season.

The cost for new player registration is 
$75 for Paws Program, $100 per participant 
for the U6 and U8 teams, and $115 for U9 
and up recreational teams. Registration is 
open until Jan. 31, 2013. 

The cost will be $10 more per player if 
registered after Jan. 31. Games will be held 
at the new VBSA soccer field complex at 
Wayne County Community College on 
Haggerty Road

The Adult Co-Ed division (18 and over) 
will also take place again next year at a cost 
of $65 per player. Games will be played at 
Quirk Park behind the Van Buren Township 
Municipal Center.

 Participants do not have to be a resident 
of the township to join the VBSA. To 
learn more, visit their website at www.
leaguelineup.com/vanburensoccer

For direct info, call (734) 480-3966 or 
email vanburensoccer@comcast.net.

SEMCOG compares deer 
crashes with other crashes

Community           2009        2010        2011
                                deer  total  deer  total  deer  total
City of Belleville   0    68      0      92      0    80
Van Buren Twp.  31   659    22   644     33  704
Sumpter Twp.      24   110    22   110     19    90

   The Southeastern Michigan Council of 
Governments (SEMCOG) noted that Scio 
Township led communities in Southeastern 
Michigan for deer crashes in 2011 with 145.
   Kent County was the county with the most 
deer crashes in the state in 2011, with 1,750.
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
GARAGE/YARD SALE

------------

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

YEAR END SPECIAL!
$399* Moves you in until
JANUARY 1ST, 2013!!!!

Spacious 3 bedroom
2 bath Homes!

Starting as low as $749/month!
Call Sun Homes Today
888-235-4695

Or apply online
www.4lakeview.com

EHO   Expires January 1, 2013
*some restrictions apply
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FOR RENT

Swan Creek MHC
Homes Available For 
Rent From $660 Per 

Month. Call Us Today At
(734) 961-4707

PAY ONLY $0 FIRST 
MONTHS RENT!

HOMES FOR SALE

HANDYMAN BLOWOUT!
HOMES FOR $1!
Many to Choose.
Available Now.
Call Donna!!!

Bankruptcy, Foreclosures,
and Bad Credit OK!

Accepting All Applications!

RAWSONVILLE WOODS

734-461-6700

MOBILE HOME FOR SALE

Only $699 Per Month!
Swan Creek MHC

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
Call Us Today At

(734) 961-4707

BrAnd new HOMeS
AvAilABle!

WANTED:
JUNK CARS
Running or Not. Top $

Paid. Call For Free
Pickup. Drive In For

Extra Dollars.
734-282-1700

WE BUY
JUNK CARS
7 Days A Week For

$300 & Up!
Cash Paid!

(734) 787-1444

WANTED LOST
262 BAY POINTE DRIVE, Belleville.  
Nov. 23th Weekend, 11-5 p.m.  VHS 
Movies, McD Beanies, Music Boxes, 
Stuff toys, Trundle Bed, Queen Bed, 
Mirrors, Entertainment Center, Sofa, Patio 
Dining Set, Wicker Patio Chairs/Lounge.  
(734) 325-7247 or (734) 612-1294     11/22

------------

FRIGIDAIRE ELECTRIC STOVE.  2 
yrs. old, Black, Spotless, Door window, 
Have paper work.  $400 new, Asking $250.  
Moving Must Sell.  (734) 985-1543     11/22

------------
WHIRLPOOL WASHER, $150.  Maytag 
Dryer, $100. Sears Electrolux Refrigerator 
$150.  Also Furniture available.         
(734) 355-2451                           11/29

------------   
(3) CEMETERY PLOTS, Section 7, 
Michigan Memorial Cemetery, by the 
lake.  Seller motivated to sell.  Best Offer.  
(734) 552-8047  Donnie                    11/29

------------
HOYER MEDICAL LIFT.  Able to 
lift up to 500 lbs.  New.  $150 obo                     
(734) 482-4847                             11/29

------------
FRANKLIN PLUSH Rocker/Recliner, 
charcoal grey, 7 mos. old. Beautiful, like 
new.  Must Sell.  Paid $760 asking $350. 
(734) 941-3785                                     11/29

------------
WOOD FOLDING Poker Game Table 
w/7 chairs by Kestell.  4 Framed Terri 
Redlin Winter/Xmas paintings, excellent.  
Reasonable Offers.  (734) 325-2728    11/29

------------
GENERATOR, 4400 WATTS.  Needs 
fuel pump,  $75   Log chain, 20‘ x3/8, 2 
Binders, $40   (734) 483-1507              12/06

------------
ELECTRIC WHEEL CHAIR 
for small adult or child.  $150 
obo            (734) 482-4847                  12/06

------------
STUNNING CUSTOM MARBLE 
Dining Table, 7’ long by 48”.  8 
upholstered Parsons chairs & China 
Cabinet.  Beautiful Must See.  $950 obo                  
(734) 776-2296                        12/06

------------

(8) ROTTWEILER PUPPIES, 5 Females, 
$250 ea., 3 Males, $200 ea.  Ready      
Nov. 1st.  Dew claws cut, tails clipped.    
(734) 559-4553                            11/29

------------

C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions 
Discount Prices  -  Guaranteed!             
(734) 282-1700                              TFN

------------ 
1998 MERCURY TRACER.  High 
mileage, needs work.  $550 obo                
(734) 483-1707                            12/06

FOR SALE

PETS/LIVESTOCK

VEHICLE FOR SALE

------------
WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS 
for the homeless.  Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.   
(734) 697-5600                             TFN

------------
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS 
of Shampoo, Toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit.   Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.      
(734) 697-5600                             TFN

------------
WANTED - ICE SKATES for the Family 
Ice Rink at Winter Fest.  Will accept 
used & new skates.  Drop off skates at 
Daven-port Brothers Construction Co., 
299 Industrial Pk. Dr. in Belleville.     TFN

------------

KELLY WILLIAMS           CHURCH ST.
YOU’VE  Won a dozen free  roses.  Pick 
them up at Main St. Flower’s downtown, 
Belleville.  (734) 697-7400 or www.
mainstreetflowersbelleville.com   TFN

------------

CHILD’S JACKET w/ valuables in 
pocket. Found at St. Anthony’s Church 
parking lot.  Call with description.             
(734) 587-2206                            11/15

------------
YOUNG GIRLS BASEBALL CAP 
found at Belleville High School, night 
of elections 11-06-12.  For details call          
(734) 699-9020                                 11/29

------------
HEAVY GOLD ID Bracelet with 
monograms.  Call with details.                 
(734) 699-9020                             11/29

------------

FREE

FOUND

FEMALE ROTTWEILER MIX DOG.  
Long tail, Blk/Tan, 6 mos. old.  Vicinity 
Haggerty & Ecorse Rds.  11-05-12.  
REWARD.  (734) 612-1032                 11/29

------------

LIGHT INDUSTRIAL Building on 
large lot for lease, all or part, up to 6,400 
sq.ft., ideal for storage or business.  
Sumpter Rd. near Belleville.  Call Larry                 
(734) 502-3293                            11/29

------------

CAR, BOAT, or misc. storage 
inside secure building. Call 
Larry                  (734) 502-3293                11/29

------------

FOR LEASE

STORAGE

------------
HOME FOR RENT.  ROMULUS Area.  
3 BR. Plus.  $750/mo.                       
 (734) 417-7759                            11/22

------------
LAKE FRONT - 1 BR., 1 Bath Apt.      
w/Fireplace, New kitchen.  Park like 
setting.  Great Sun Sets.  No Pets, No 
smoking.  $675/mo.  Heat included.       
(734)  968-8897                                    11/29

------------
1 BR. APT. corner of 5th & Liberty St.  
$575/mo. plus security.  Includes heat   
& water.  1 yr. lease.  Must have good 
credit.  No Pets.  (734) 945-2409          TFN

------------
NEW BOSTON - 1 BR. DUPLEX.  C/A 
& Heat.  1 mile from freeway.  Available 
December 1st.  $500/mo. Plus security.  
(734) 740-3515                                      TFN
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Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

The following are selected runs for VBT Police. 
For more detailed police logs, see www.
bellevilleareaindependent.com .

Sunday, Nov. 11:
   0022 – noise complaint, 41441 S. Bellridge Dr.
   0051 – property damage accident, WB I-94 / 
Haggerty
   0059 – assault & battery, 50521 W. Huron River 
Dr., Pine Creek
   0104 – noise complaint, 158 Aspen
   0222 – fight, 49345 S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0225 – loitering, 50521 W. Huron River Dr., Pine 
Creek
   0231 – fraud, Walmart
   0854 – malicious destruction of property, 49120 
Denton
   1003 – mental, 8852 Ironwood Dr.
   1105 – property damage accident, Michigan / 
Denton
   1104 – property damage accident, 49412 Michigan 
Ave.
   1341 – property damage accident, 10699 Jackson
   1504 – retail fraud, 41375 Van Born
   1522 – retail fraud, Walmart
   1702 – larceny, 9203 Parkwood Dr.
   1714 – shots fired, 44257 Ecorse Rd.
   1722 – larceny, 43774 Bemis Rd.
   1824 – personal injury accident, Rawsonville / W. 
Huron River Dr.
   2024 – noise complaint, 9655 Wildflower Ct.
   2034 – holdup alarm, 11575 Belleville Rd.
   2319 – noise complaint, 15685 Brookside Dr.
Monday, Nov. 12:
   0620 – larceny from auto, 42208 Camden Rd.
   0701 – property damage accident, 14578 Wildbrook 
Dr.
   0702 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd.
   0909 – malicious destruction of property, 47540 W. 
Huron River Dr.
   1038 – malicious destruction of property, Belleville 
/ Van Born
   1127 – harassment call, 10574 Jackson St.
   1236 – property damage accident, Rawsonville / 
Grove
   1426 – juvenile complaint, 125 Edgemont, Edgemont 
Elementary School
   1649 – assault & battery, Meijer
   1915 – assault & battery, 42795 S. Dartmoor Cir.
   2130 – intimidation threat, 46145 Village Green ln
   2251 – assault & battery, 7401 Rawsonville Rd.
Tuesday, Nov. 13:
   0348 – suicide or attempt, 8 Pine Dr.
   0816 – property damage accident, Belleville / 
Brookview Dr.
   0928 – larceny, 42200 Tyler Rd.
   1336 – juvenile complaint, 158 Aspen
   1426 – property damage accident, 42350 Van Born
   1522 – juvenile complaint, 51334 Capitol Dr.
   1707 – property damage accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Haggerty Rd.
Wednesday, Nov. 14:
   0143 – noise complaint, 41276 Woodbury Dr.
   0520 – larceny from an auto, 49021 S. I-94 Service 
Drive
   0658 – hospice, 44714 Robson Rd.
   0709 – assault & battery, 10741 Van Buren St.
   1038 – fraud, 10702 Oak Ln.
   1236 – disorderly conduct, 11175 Haggerty Rd.
   1326 – larceny from auto, 46121 Village Green Ln
   1340 – water leak found, 43174 Bradley Dr.
   1521 – fraud, 10950 Belleville Rd.
   1614 – assault & battery, 47096 McBride Ave.
   1648 – personal injury accident, Beck/Ecorse
   1736 – fraud, 46425 Tyler Rd.
   1747 – trespassing, 23 Locust Dr.
   1817 – larceny from auto, 46280 N. I-94 Service 
   1934 – fraud, Meijer
   2016 – assault & battery, 10166 Rolan Meadows
   2126 – violation public health code / violation 
controlled substance act, 46425 Tyler Rd.
   2309 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 11806 
Oak Lane
Thursday, Nov. 15:
   0154 – larceny from auto, 49031 S. I-94 Service
   0200 – malicious destruction of property, 41455 S. 
Bellridge Dr.

   0502 – intimidation threat, 51286 Sylvia Dr.
   0515 – disorderly conduct, 10152 Hamilton
   0759 – breaking & entering, 9663 Jackson St.
   0949 – disorderly conduct, 6069 Rawsonville
   1054 – larceny, 9672 Jackson St.
   1117 – property damage accident, Belleville / 
Ecorse
   1127 – fraud, Eagles
   1322 – private property accident, 42350 Van Born
   1338 – assault & battery, 2107 Westlake
   1604 – animal complaint, 110 Liberty
   1714 – malicious destruction of property, 8800 
Parkwood Dr.
   1816 – assault & battery, 11695 Meadows Lane
   2112 – noise complaint, 48870 Denton Rd.
   2205 – violation public health code / violation 
controlled substance act, 46425 Tyler Rd.
Friday, Nov. 16:
   0156 – assault & battery, Belleville/I-94
   0254 – fraud, Meijer
   0859 – mental, 13074 Cumberland Ct.
   1210 – larceny, 47097 McBride Ave.
   1311 – fraud, 41452 E. Archwood Dr.
   1317 – assault & battery, 51074 Mott
   1410 – domestic violence, 46141 Village Green Ln
   1546 – larceny from auto, 51300 W. Huron River
   1621 – malicious destruction of property, 6346 
Sandalwood Dr.
   1942 – larceny from auto, 45915 S. I-94 Service
   2002 – larceny from auto, Walmart
   2042 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 10784 
Belleville Rd.
   2143 – noise complaint, 46080 Lake Villa Dr.
   2252 – larceny from auto, 41539 S. I-94 Service
Saturday, Nov. 17:
   0422 – fraud, Meijer
   0557 – property damage accident, Denton Rd. / 
Michigan Ave.
   1042 – assault & battery, 41710 N. Bellridge Dr.
   1412 – juvenile complaint, 46 S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1416 – intimidation threat, 51286 Sylvia Dr.
   1427 – fraud, 46425 Tyler
   1700 – malicious destruction of property, Meijer
   1835 – shots fired, 9828 Hamilton St.
   1908 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Haggerty
   1942 – fraud, Meijer
   2302 – noise complaint, 7040 Fay Dr.
Also on this week’s log are 179 traffic stops, 179 of 
which were on the I-94 freeway.

Sunday, Nov. 11:
   0134 – disorderly conduct, Fourth/Charles
   0452 – disorderly conduct, 170 N. Liberty St.
   0519 – suspicious situation, 172 N. Liberty St.
   0900 – suspicious situation, Huron River Dr./W. 
Columbia Ave.
   1053 – assist fire dept., 371 E. Columbia Ave.
   1100 – miscellaneous complaint, 56 Henry St.
   1108 – assist fire dept., 56 Henry St.
   1217 – civil matter, 6 Main St.
   1218 – malicious destruction of property, 32 Carmell 
St.
   1402 – malicious destruction of property, 265 
Sumpter
   1530 – assist fire dept., 210 Henry St.
Monday, Nov. 12:
   0126 – harassment call, 89 Carmell St.
   0253 – warrant arrest, 6 Main St.
   0806 – all other traffic, Columbia/High
   0835 – assist fire dept., 275 W. Columbia Ave., 
Columbia Court
   0945 – mental, 168 S. Liberty St.
   1009 – assist fire dept., 27 Menlo Park Dr.
   1024 – miscellaneous complaint, 6 Main st.
   1447 – juvenile complaint, 125 N. Edgemont Ave., 
Edgemont Elementary School
   1728 – vehicle lockout, 94 Carmell St.
   1905 – larceny, BHS
Tuesday, Nov. 13:
   0142 – assist fire dept., 48 Henry St.
   1042 – fraud, 575 Sumpter Rd.
   1110 – domestic violence, 56 Carmell
   1205 – assist fire dept., 275 W. Columbia Ave., 
Columbia Court
   1255 – welfare check, 210 Henry St.
   2001 – follow up, 146 Carmell
   2256 – warrant arrest, 6 Main St.

Wednesday, Nov. 14:
   1105 – intrusion alarm, 575 Sumpter, Co-Op Apts.
   1152 – assist fire dept., 275 W. Columbia Ave., 
Columbia Court
   1219 – assist fire dept., 417 Charles St.
   1301 – disorderly conduct, BHS
   1302 – disorderly conduct, BHS
   1302 – disorderly conduct, 47097 McBride, 
McBride School
   1403 – intimidation threat, 113 Carmell St.
   1714 – warrant arrest, 46425 Tyler
   1943 – missing person, 509 Estrada
   2307 – disorderly conduct, 476 W. Columbia Ave.
Thursday, Nov. 15:
   1042 – information, 6 Main St.
   1129 – traffic complaint, 400 E. Huron River Dr.
   1444 – animal complaint, 122 N. Liberty St.
   1524 – juvenile complaint, 210 Belle Villa Blvd.
   1552 – assist fire dept., 25 Owen
   1715 – fraud, 6 Main St.
   1717 – warrant arrest, Livonia PD
   1910 – parking complaint, BHS
   2109 – family trouble, 351 Victorian Ln.
Friday, Nov. 16:
   0035 – assist fire dept., 169 Biggs Ave.
   0621 – traffic complaint, Belleville/Sunrise Ln.
   0651 – assist fire dept., 575 Sumpter, Co-op apts.
   0945 – domestic violence, 35 Main St.
   1208 – noise complaint, 166 N. Liberty St.
   1338 – miscellaneous complaint, 6 Main St.
   1540 – miscellaneous complaint, 6 Main St.
   1900 – intrusion alarm, 25 Owen
Saturday, Nov. 17:
   0348 – assist fire dept., 167 Main St.
   0908 – animal complaint, 58 Biggs Ave.
   0946 – suspicious person, 100 Menlo Park Dr.
   1015 – intrusion alarm, BHS
   1221 – civil matter, 6 Main St.
   1246 – vehicle lockout, 139 S. Liberty St.
   1318 – intrusion alarm, 570 E. Thornhill Ct.
   1503 – parking complaint, 500 N. Liberty St.
   1515 – malicious destruction of property, 30 Carmell 
St.
   2017 – follow up, 146 Carmell St.
   2035 – suspicious situation, 301 W. Davis St.
   2322 – warrant arrest, 6 Main St.
Also on this week’s log are 45 traffic stops.

Sunday, Nov. 11:
   0003 – suspicious vehicle, Sumpter/Willis
   0257 – follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   0907 – animal complaint, 23000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1024 – larceny report, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1158 – animal bite report, 42000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1246 – no type of call entered, 24000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1327 – follow-up investigation, 47000 bl. Wear
   1335 – assist other agency, Edgewood
   1339 – citizen assist, 45000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1534 – citizen assist, 6500 bl. Oakville Waltz Rd.
   1540 – well-being check, Dakota
   1819 – follow-up investigation, 47000 bl. Wear 
   2057 – fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Martinsville
   2121 – suspicious incident, Bemis/Elwell
   2243 – suspicious person, 28000 bl. Elwell
   2325 – suspicious incident, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.
Monday, Nov. 12:
   0812 – juvenile complaint, Timberlane
   0846 – assist other agency, out of township
   0921 – malicious destruction of property, 20000 bl. 
Martinsville Rd.
   1021 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1104 – alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1133 – alarm, 8500 bl. Meadow Springs
   1158 – fire dept. assist, 28000 bl. Clark Rd.
   1328 – suspicious incident, 19000 bl. Sumpter 
   1429 – suspicious incident, 20000 bl. Sumpter
   1524 – runaway juvenile, Greenmeadow
   1857 – fire dept. assist, Judd/Haggerty
   2126 – follow-up investigation, Greenmeadow
   2252 – threats complaint, Birch
Tuesday, Nov. 13:
   0641 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   0955 – malicious destruction of property, 20000 bl. 
Martinsville Rd.
   1124 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1229 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1436 – suspicious vehicle, 44000 bl. Harris Rd.

   1646 – property damage accident, Rawsonville / 
Judd
   1804 – alarm, 22000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1922 – animal complaint, 9700 bl. Rawsonville
   2234 – suspicious vehicle, 19000 bl. Sumpter
Wednesday, Nov. 14:
   0706 – citizen assist, 51000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   0934 – animal complaint, 6400 bl. Oakville Waltz
   1120 – alarm, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1325 – citizen assist, 18000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1334 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1459 – proprety damage accident, Clark/Arkona
   1529 – suspicious incident, 8200 bl. Rawsonville
   1627 – assist other agency, 29000 bl. Haggerty
   1704 – juvenile complaint, Carriage Ln.
   1832 – 911 hangup investigation, Dakota
   1925 – warrant arrest, 51000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1949 – malicious destruction of property, 
Creekside
   2141 – malicious destruction of property, 40000 bl. 
Bemis Rd.
   2144 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   2345 – suspicious incident, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
Thursday, Nov. 15:
   0750 – property damage accident, Rawonsville / 
Bemis
   0910 – alarm, Utah
   0918 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1017 – suspicious vehicle, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1047 – alarm, 24000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1204 – citizen assist, Greenmeadow
   1310 – animal complaint, Judd/Sumpter
   1350 – assist other agency, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1352 – fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Odyssey Dr.
   1437 – citizen assist, 48000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1644 – suspicious person, 24000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1701 – fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
Friday, Nov. 16:
   0240 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1038 – breaking & entering report, Utah
   1103 – animal complaint, 41000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1123 – citizen assist, 26000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1251 – animal complaint, 43000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1310 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1453 – assist other agency, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1604 – animal complaint, 20000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1713 – alarm, 40000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1811 – suspicious incident, 20000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   1831 – fire dept. assist, 49000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2013 – suspicious incident, 24000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2229 – noise complaint, Wyoming
   2354 – larceny report, Tulip
Saturday, Nov. 17:
   0300 – animal complaint, 40000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0356 – property damage accident, Rawsonville / 
Willis
   0606 – animal complaint, Carleton West/Willow
   1028 – alarm, 17000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1114 – fire dept. assist, 42000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1228 – civil dispute, Edgewood
   1435 – animal bite report, 48000 bl. Sully Dr.
   1627 – suspicious vehicle, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1809 – fire dept. assist, Redwood
   1824 – family trouble, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1911 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Victoria Ave.
   1946 – animal complaint, 48000 bl. Sully Dr.
   2035 – fire dept. assist, 51000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   2227 – property damage accident, 20000 bl. 
Martinsville Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 25 miscellaneous details, 
161 patrol checks, and 61 traffic stops.

BHS students to present 
‘One Flew Over the 
Cuckoo’s Nest’ Dec. 6-8
    Belleville High School Productions is in the final 
days of rehearsal for its presentation of “One Flew 
Over the Cuckoo’s Nest” which will go on stage at 
7:30 p.m. Dec. 6-8 in the BHS Auditorium.
   The play is directed by Mike Gearns. Tickets 
are $8 for regular admission and $7 for students 
and seniors.
   The play is the unforgettable story of a mental 
hospital and its inhabitants in a world where sanity 
means conformity and following the rules is the 
only way to survive.
   For more information, call the high school at 
734-697-9133.
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S M A L L  B U S I N E S S  S AT U R D AY
NOV 24

BETWEEN BLACK FRIDAY AND CYBER MONDAY
          IS SMALL BUSINESS SATURDAY, A DAY

             DEDICATED TO HELPING SMALL BUSINESSES
AND THEIR COMMUNITIES

w w w . b u y i t i n b e l l e v i l l e . c o m
Bellevil le Downtown Development Authority

Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to Dealer.  May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.***All Diesel repairs over $200. Excludes oil changes. See Service Advisor for details.

Auto. 24 month lease for

$129/mo.*
Up To $2,895 in RebaTes.

bUy FoR $15,590

2012 f-150
supercab xlt 4x4

used car
special

2013 fusiON se
Auto, Alloy Wheels. 24 month lease for

$219/mo.*
Up To $2,000 in RebaTes.

bUy FoR $20,285

2013 escape se
1.6 Ecoboost, Alloy Wheels. 24 month lease for

$191/mo.*
Up To $2,000 in RebaTes. bUy FoR $21,793

2013 explOrer
24 month lease for

$186/mo.*
Up To $2,000 in RebaTes. bUy FoR $25,572

2005 fOrd 500 sel
awd

only $8,995

2013 fOcus se

V8, Chrome Pkg.
24 month lease for

$237/mo.*
Up To $7,500 in RebaTes.

bUy FoR $26,159

New
Certified Diesel 

Tech Jim Rachke on Duty! 
10% Off All Diesel

Repairs!***

The Belleville Cougar Freshman Cheer came 
home from the Nov. 10 Western Suburban Junior 
Football League Rally competition with a bronze 
medal in dance. Pictured, front to back, are Jailah 
Topp, Erionna Warren, Mya Henderson, Emma 
McGuire, and Kyleigh Chambers.
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Willis Feed & Country Store
10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan

(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Huge Pet goat Sale!
Our goats are back from the petting zoos and looking for new homes. All of our 
goat prices have been reduced by $20 to ensure rapid placement. So come on 
down and see how friendly our goats are (they also make great lawnmowers).

We carry a wide variety of:
ÿ Dog and Cat Food
ÿ Wild Bird Seed, Squirrel Food
ÿ Horse and Livestock Feed
ÿ Hay and Straw
ÿ Country Crafts
ÿ Critters such as Goats, Rabbits, Chicks Etc.

Like Us On

Deck Your Halls

8771 Ida-Maybee Rd. |  734.587.8615
www.banaslumber.com

Frosty Pines Planters
A mix of Diamond Frost, greens & accents
Starting at $16.99

Diamond Point
A classic red Poinsettia paired
with Diamond Frost
Starting at $13.99


