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By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   A 68-year-old man identified as Ivah 
Thomas Orange of Inkster was pronounced 
dead at the scene after being pulled from 
Belleville Lake by Van Buren Township 
fire fighters on Sunday morning.
   VBT Police Captain Greg Laurain said 
at 7:33 a.m. Sunday, emergency dispatch 
received a 911 call from an individual 
who had been jogging and reported a body 
floating in the lake near Belleville and 
Denton roads.
   Captain Laurain said a police officer 
spoke with the Belleville jogger who made 
the call and there was nothing further to 
report at that time.

Man’s body pulled from Belleville Lake 
by VBT Fire Fighters on Sunday

   VBT fire fighters responded to assist in 
the recovery of the victim since he was too 
far out and not able to be retrieved without 
cold-water gear and recovery equipment, 
Laurain said.
   Orange was pronounced dead by 
paramedics from Huron Valley Ambulance. 
The body was released to the Wayne County 
Medical Examiner’s Office pending results 
of an autopsy to determine cause of death. 
The autopsy was scheduled for Monday.
   Laurain said it was unknown, as of 
Monday’s news release, what Orange was 
doing at Belleville Lake. His vehicle was 
found parked and secured in Hayward’s 
parking lot.
   Local people going to church that 
morning reported they thought all the fire 
department apparatus at the lake was just 
another training exercise, since Sunday 
morning is often used by fire fighters to 
practice water rescues.

Ruth Bleeker seeks 
to erect Christmas 
tree at 5 Points

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At Monday night’s Belleville City Council 
meeting, Ruth Bleeker asked for help in 
getting a lighted Christmas tree erected in 
the traffic island at Five Points this season, 
the way they used to do it 60 or more years 
ago in Belleville.
   Bleeker said she is donating a temporary 
tree to erect, about 20 feet tall, and has 
located a volunteer to erect and stabilize 
the tree and put solar lights on it. She 
would replace any flower bulbs disturbed 
by the stabilization work.
   Bleeker said recently she went to the 
Downtown Development Authority to seek 
help with the tree idea and the DDA told 
her to come to the city council.
   She said she talked to Wayne County 
Commissioner Kevin McNamara, who 
she said is in support of her project, and 
McNamara sent out four men to see if the 
tree would cause a visual safety problem 
and they said it wouldn’t.
   Five Points is owned by Wayne County.
   Bleeker said Miss Dig has been out and 
found there was no problem.
   “It’s shovel ready,” Bleeker said.
   She reported that last year she started too 
late in the season, so she’s been working 
out the details for over a year and a half.
   “I think I have all my ducks in line,” 
Bleeker said.
   She said she is asking the DPW to help 
decorate and then remove the tree at the 
end of the season.
   Councilman Jack Loria asked how much 
it would cost the city and Bleeker replied, 
“Zero.”
   She said Mr. Ackron on Lohr Road will 
provide the 20-25’ tree and the company 
stabilizing the tree has been doing such 
projects for 20 years. 
   “Everything is volunteered,” she said. 
“There is no cost.”
   Bleeker noted she had a letter from 
McNamara with 100% approval.
   Mayor Kerreen Conley said that the letter 
doesn’t give approval and Bleeker would 
have to go through the county permits’ 
department.

Owen, Kovach 
win school board, 
Sumpter renews 
fire dept. millage

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Two new trustees will be sitting on the Van 
Buren Public Schools Board of Education 
beginning in January, according to unofficial 
numbers from Tuesday’s General Election.
   Voters chose newcomer Kelly Owen with 
7,042 votes and retired secretary to the 
superintendent Kathleen Kovach with 6,492.
   Unseated was longtime board member 
Toni Hunt, who earned 6,231. Newcomer 
Benjamin Ross earned 5,226.

Sumpter Twp. Fire Millage
   Sumpter Township voters renewed the 1 
mill fire millage with 2,333 yes votes to 
1,510 no votes. All the board candidates were 
unopposed Democrats.

District Library Board
   Incumbents were returned to the three 
open seats on the Belleville Area District 
Library Board, with Joy Cichewicz getting 
7,814 votes, Michael Boelter 7,514, and John 
Juriga 6,006. George Chedraue, an attorney 
who earned 4,563 votes, lost his bid for the 
board.

Van Buren Township
   The only race on the ballot for Van Buren 
Township government was in the trustee race 
with four open seats. The four Democrats 
running for trustee won over the lone 
Republican candidate, Ann Frances Fioritto, 
who earned 4,160 votes.
   Linda Combs earned 10,156 to win 
supervisor (with 714 write-ins); Leon Wright 
got 10,091 for clerk (with 221 write-ins); and 
Sharry Budd got 10,415 for treasurer (with 
149 write-ins).  Trustee winners were Phil 
Hart, 9,258; Brenda McClanahan, 8,983; Jeff 
Jahr, 8,921; and Reggie Miller 8,815.
   Of the 22,154 registered voters in VBT, 
about 63% cast ballots, with some not voting 
on the second page of the ballot. In Belleville 
1,867 cast ballots.

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
On Tuesday night, three local voters met at the Belleville Area Museum to have their 
pictures taken as historical proof of the day they cast their first ballots. From left are Mary 
Winter, who cast her ballot at a precinct at Belleville High School; Vera Redden, who 
voted in her first election at McBride Middle School; and Victor San Miguel, who cast his 
first vote at a precinct at Savage Elementary School.
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Visit www.burhopscollision.com

734-699-3641
Weekdays 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Serving the Local Area Since 1946
Loaner Vehicles Available
State Certified Technicians

Deductible Assistance Available
We Work With All Insurance Co.

Limited Lifetime Guarantee
Glass Replacement/Chip Repair

Towing Available

112 Davis Street, Belleville
South of 5-Points parallel with railroad tracks

BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

´CHIMNEYS BUILT -
REPAIRED & CLEANED

´SCREENS INSTALLED

´TUCK POINTING

´ROOFING & GUTTERS

´RESIDENTIAL

´COMMERCIAL

´VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED • INSURED

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

313-292-7722

FREE T-SHIRT
WITH ANY ORDER

10669 Belleville Rd. (behind Big Boy)
734-697-3545

with
this ad.

at

For a limited time only, get your full eye exam for only
$59 (Save $20) PLUS – get $25 OFF your glasses!
Call today for your appointment (734) 699-1010 or 
schedule online at www.perspectiveeyecare.com
Open Evenings and Saturdays for your convenience.

11824 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111
Not valid with most insurance plans, please ask for details. Must mention offer or show ad for savings.

WALK-IN
S

WELCOME!
Visit Us On

NOW OPEN IN BELLEVILLE!

We’re Located In the davenport pLaza!
OPEN: MON. – FRI. 3 PM - 8 PM  •  SAT. 10 AM - 6 PM  •  SUN. 9 AM - 9 PM

(734) 325-2018
290 IndustrIaL dr., BeLLevILLe

HOUSE MAIDS
“A clean house is a happy house”

Call 734-334-8027
Email

housemaids1@yahoo.com

$6999*

*Most Houses

Call
Now!

Weekly, Bi-weekly cleaning
Moving in or out cleaning

One time cleaning
Best rates in town

Licensed & Insured. 
Michigan Manufactured Home Service/Installer

MMH1002509

*(734) 879-1340
www.acclaimmhs.com

Manufactured
Home Service

Winter is nearing, and now is the time
to have your heat tape inspected.

A properly installed and well-insulated 
heat tape can save you the expensive 
repair of frozen or burst water lines.

Only $59.99
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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
Posing for a group picture after being introduced to the Belleville City Council on Monday 
are these new officers and new members of the Belleville Fire Department. Doing the 
presenting was Fire Chief Brian Loranger, at right. From left are new probationary fire 
fighters Lamar Griffin and Tommy Smith, Lieutenants Brian Blackburn and Chris Zweng, 
and Captain Kris Rix. Probationary fire fighters not present for the picture were Susan 
Greening, Jason Martin, and Matthew Loveland. Chief Loranger said there are now 16 
fire fighters.

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
The City of Belleville’s new police car was delivered on Tuesday afternoon, Oct. 30, 
and senior police officer Bob Dawson posed with it. Interim Police Chief Hal Berriman 
said he wanted a picture of the department’s oldest and newest. The car had yet to have 
the lettering put on. It’s a 2013 Ford Taurus Police Interceptor. Dawson, who retired 
as sergeant after more than 30 years of service, has been filling in part time to help the 
department. He will retire for good on Dec. 17 and head on down to his new house in 
Florida. He said, however, he will always keep his lakeside home in Belleville.

   At Monday’s meeting of the Belleville 
City Council, winners of the 2012 Scarecrow 
Contest were honored with plaques carrying 
pictures of their winning scarecrows.
   The contest was put on by the Belleville Parks 
and Recreation Commission. Winners were:
   • Maddie and Luke Lieb – Families / 

Belleville City Council honors 2012 
Scarecrow Contest winners

Individuals category;
   • Savage Elementary 4th graders – Youth 
Groups/Organizations category;
   • Belleville Garden Club – Adult Groups/
Organizations category (Miss Lily); and
   • Klean Dirt Cleaning Services – Businesses 
category (Sponge Bob).

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The City of Belleville found it has enough 
money in its Sewer account to fund pipe 
linings for sewer lines on Main and Angola 
streets.
   At Monday’s regular meeting, the city 
council voted unanimously to have DPW 
Director Keith Boc seek bids as soon as 
possible on the project, which is estimated 
to cost some $241,090.
   Hennessey Engineers provided a proposal 
to complete a sanitary sewer cured-in-place 
pipe lining program along Main Street from 
Denton Road to South Huron River Drive 
and along the South Huron River Drive 
alley between Angola and Roland streets.
   The sanitary sewer along Main Street is a 
15-inch diameter sewer, about 3,000 linear 
feet, and the sanitary sewer along the alley 
is an 8-inch diameter sewer, about 585 
linear feet.
   Boc said the project has been budgeted 
for and the sewers on Angola have been 
televised. He said the city’s financial office 
is comfortable in spending this amount of 
money.
   He said, however, he feels the estimate is 
high and could be cut by $40,000 or so.
   In other business at the hour-long meeting 
on Monday, the council:
   • Approved Belleville/Van Buren 
Goodfellows’ solicitations during 
daylight hours on the Friday and Saturday 
following Thanksgiving. Instead of selling 
newspapers, this year they will be giving 
out candy canes;
   • Approved Canton Lions Club fund 
raising at Five Points from 11 a.m. to 7 
p.m.  Friday, Nov. 30, to take donations to 
assist those in the community and give out 
candy canes;
   • Set a 6 p.m., Monday, Nov. 19, joint 
meeting with the Belleville Downtown 
Development Authority to discuss how the 
two bodies can work together for the good 
of the city. The joint meeting is before the 
council’s regular 7:30 p.m. meeting on that 
day;
   • Heard City Manager Diana Kollmeyer 
tell of a project by women at City Hall 
where they pay $1 for permission to wear 
jeans to work on a specific day and the 
money is saved up to give to a needy family 
during the holidays. She noted that Friday 
is regular Jeans Day at City Hall;
   • Heard Mayor Conley and Mike Renaud 
talk about the parking jam in Harbour Pointe 
subdivision during Halloween trick or 
treating time. A temporary sandwich board 
sign at the entrance to the subdivision said 
parking inside the sub was for residents 
only. Someone removed the sign and the 
streets were so full of parked cars that a fire 

Belleville City Council to go out 
for bids for sewer pipe linings

engine couldn’t have gotten through, said 
Conley. Renaud said there was a house 
party in the sub and he thinks most of the 
cars on the streets were from adults at that 
party; and
   • Heard Fire Chief Brian Loranger 
announce that he has talked to Randy 
Brown, who is in charge of the fireworks 
after the Chamber of Commerce nighttime 
parade on Dec. 1. They worked out a plan 
for the fire department to let off the 100 
lighted lanterns at that time, as well. The 
lanterns were planned for an earlier date 
to mark the fire department’s 100 years of 
service, but then had to be cancelled due 
to rain.

District Library board
OKs $1,500 more for 
appraisal of residence

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Belleville Area District Library 
Board held a special, 28-minute meeting 
Monday night and unanimously passed a 
motion to pay appraiser Bob Vogt another 
$1,500 for his work on its behalf.
   Board President Mary Jane Dawson said 
Vogt told her the appraisal of the Spencer 
residential property next to the DNR 
property north of the Belleville Bridge 
took more work than expected.
  Dawson said Vogt told her as soon as 
he had a letter of intention that the board 
would pay the extra $1,500, he would send 
to the board a digital and a hard copy of 
the appraisals of the DNR and Spencer 
properties.
   This makes a total of $5,500 the board is 
paying Vogt for his assessments.
   Resident Mike Renaud said he couldn’t 
understand why the library board had a 
special meeting on Nov. 5, when it would 
be holding its regular meeting on Nov. 13.
“What was the urgency?” he asked.
   Dawson said the board wanted to have it 
in hand before the next meeting so it could 
be discussed then.
   (After the meeting, Renaud noted that 
the board was sure to discuss the appraisals 
in closed session, the way it has done 
everything concerning the property in the 
past.)
   Dawson said Vogt was hired to do the 
appraisal on the DNR property and the 
original agreement was $2,000 retainer, 
paid in April, and then another $2,000 
when complete for a total of $4,000.
   Special appraisers were sought out to 
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   The gardening season is over so Don 
Juchartz’s “Garden Doctor” radio show 
has gone dormant until March 2013. This 
year was Don’s 60th year on the radio. He 
has made 16,000 broadcasts and has the 
longest-running live garden show in the 
world.
   He has answered gardening questions 
from his hospital bed and from foreign 
countries over the years. He now is on 
WEXL AM 90 from 10:30 to 11 a.m. on 
Wednesdays with Bob Allison, host of 
“Ask Your Neighbor”. He and Bob Allison 
have been friends for more than 40 years, 
Don said.
   Don said it is a real pleasure for him to 
be able to help people with their gardening 
problems. People call in and Don gives 
advice. He said he doesn’t have to study 
up for the show, since he has more than 60 
years of gardening experience.
   “After 60 years, there are no new 
questions,” Don said. “Sometimes things 
change but sometimes I don’t agree with 
something that’s going on.
   “I’ve carved out a niche for myself and 
people believe what I say,” said Don.
   I’ve know Don since I was a youngster 
growing up on a farm on Haggerty Road. 
Don, a handsome young man, was our 
county extension agent. He’s led a very 
interesting life since then. He and his wife 
Dorie live on Bemis Road in Sumpter 
Township.
   Don continues to be very active in the 
Belleville Rotary Club and is secretary 
/ treasurer of its precious Cozadd 
Foundation.

***
   Our Toys for Tots collection box was 

delivered by the Marine Corps League on 
Thursday afternoon. (Actually, we have 
three boxes.) We always have such fun 
shopping for the kids and watching others 
bring in toys to be shared with deserving 
youngsters.
   Last year people brought in stuffed animals 
and our directions said the Marines didn’t 
take stuffed toys. However, when they 
came to collect the boxes, they said they 
could take stuffed toys, if we had them, so 
it worked out OK.
   Our Marine delivery man reported he was 
also taking collection boxes to the library, 
RE/MAX Crossroads III, St. Anthony 
Catholic Church, the Moose Lodge, and 
the VFW in Romulus.
   The mission of Toys for Tots is to collect 
new, unwrapped toys in the months before 
Christmas and distribute these toys to 
needy children in the community in which 
the campaign is conducted.
   The primary goal of Toys for Tots is to 
deliver, through a new toy at Christmas, 
a message of hope to less fortunate 
youngsters that will assist them in becoming 
responsible, productive, patriotic citizens.
   We also have a Goodfellows project in 
the Belleville/Van Buren area and another 
Goodfellow organization in Sumpter. 
These, too, are looking for donations to 
bring food and Christmas gifts to local 
youngsters to guarantee “No child without 
a Christmas.” To donate, you can contact 
the Goodfellows through the police 

departments in Belleville, Van Buren, and 
Sumpter.
   Also, The Salvation Army is looking for 
volunteer bell ringers to help bring in cash 
to fund their year-round services to the 
poor. The Belleville Area Women’s Club 
will be at Kmart on Saturday ringing bells 
next to the Red Kettle.
   This time of year gives 
us many opportunities 
to be generous to others 
as the Christmas holiday 
approaches. We should 
be generous all year 
long, because there are 
needs that continue, but 
it just seems more heartwarming during the 
Thanksgiving and Christmas holidays.

***
   We received a call from a downtown 
merchant who complained about other 
merchants who didn’t keep their stores open 
to give out candy to the kids on Halloween. 
He said it would just take $200 for candy 
and two extra hours at work. He said this 
year there were about 1,200 kids and other 
years it has been 2,200 to 2,300.
   I know that some merchants cannot afford 
$200 for candy and are having trouble 
paying the rent and their help.
   God bless those who were able to give 
out candy and help the kids with their 
Halloween fun.

***

Editorial

Local voters flood 
the polls to cast 
their 2012 ballots
   Van Buren Township residents flooded the 
polls on Tuesday, with a long line of voters 
waiting at the township hall at 8 p.m., which 
guaranteed them the chance to vote.
   At 9 p.m. the parking lot was still full 
and cars were parked along both sides of 
Tyler Road. Inside, the line which started 
at the voting area in the township board 
room, snaked down the hall all the way to 
the treasurer’s office and then around the 
corner to the building and planning area.
   Also at 9 p.m., the VBT precincts at both 
fire stations had similar crowds waiting, 
and so did Owen Intermediate School 
(former South Middle). The other precincts 
had settled down by then.
   The City of Belleville had a busy day, but 
was able to handle it without much trouble, 
we’re told.
   In Sumpter, by 9 p.m. they had two 
precincts that had already reported in with 
the rest on the way, with no huge, last-
minute crowd problems.
   All the local township and city clerks had 
a long and busy day, with VBT winning 
the dubious prize for having the longest 
polling.
   Police Sgt. Jeff Gueli, who was monitoring 
the crowd in the VBT hallway and watching 
so that no really late voters snuck in, said 
it was great to see so many people out 
exercising their right to vote. He hoped it 
would be 80% of those registered, like in 
other countries.
   Tuesday was a great day for voters.
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Letters

• SALES
• SERVICE
• REPAIRS

All Makes & Models
Specialize: Kenmore, Whirlpool, G.E.
used machines for sale 

with guarantee!

(734) 697-7222
19636 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111

Fraternal
Order of
Eagles

HALL & PAVILION
RENTAL AVAILABLE

9961 Beck Road
Belleville, MI

Weekday and Weekend Rate
Catering Available

Bartending Service Provided

699-8836 (after 12 noon)

“I think a newspaper should be
provocative, stir ‘em up, but you can’t 
do that on television. It’s just not on.”

— Rupert Murdoch

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper 

On The Web!

Aluminum, Brass, Cast Iron, Copper, Steel, 
Appliances, Automotive Parts, Computer Equipment

Container Service, Pick Up, Delivery and Demo 
Clean-Out Service Available!

Michigan Metal Recycling, Inc.
175 Rawsonville Rd., Belleville, MI

(Old Rawsonville Rd. off Michigan Ave.)
www.michmetal.com

Call for Scale Pricing 734-485-0481

We Purchase All Types
OF FERROUS & NON-FERROUS

SCRAP METAL$$ $$

Time to feel autumn 
beauty where children 

jump and fall into Jesus!

Our Father’s Child Care
111 South St., Belleville

(734) 697-2985
Infant through school age care.

DHS Accepted. 
Full, part, drop in care.

Greater is He that is in our children that he is 
in the world. - 1John 4:4

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Mark Twain

"Be careful about reading health
books. You may die of a misprint."

Correction:
  YCUA does not receive
  leachate from Sumpter
To the Editor:
   The Ypsilanti Community Utilities 
Authority (YCUA) is requesting the 
Belleville-Area Independent to publish 
a correction to a statement made in 
the editorial published in your Oct. 11, 
2012 edition titled, “Sumpter looking at 
wastewater treatment plant.”
   The incorrect statement is, “The landfill 
currently is trucking its millions of gallons 
of leachate a year to YCUA.”
   YCUA does not receive leachate trucked 
in from a landfill in Sumpter Township. 
YCUA does not have a Wastewater 
Disposal Contract and hasn’t issued an 
Industrial Permit to a landfill in Sumpter 
Township.
   A Wastewater Disposal Contract and an 
Industrial Permit are both required before 
YCUA can accept a landfill’s leachate by 
truck or sewer.
   YCUA looks forward to seeing this 
correction published in the Belleville-Area 
Independent newspaper.
   Thank you for your cooperation in this 
matter.

Sincerely,
Perry M. Thomas
YCUA Chief Compliance Officer

Editor’s Note: We reported what was 
presented at the Oct. 9 meeting of the 
Sumpter Township Board of Trustees by its 
engineering consultant John Hennessey.

Goodfellows reach out 
for Christmas donations
To the Editor:
   As the holiday time of year draws ever 
near, we are reaching out to you as leaders 
of our community for donations to help 
the Belleville/Van Buren Goodfellows 
keep the promise of “No Child Without 
a Christmas”. Without your support, we 
would not be able to serve even half of the 
families who received assistance last year.
   We are a totally volunteer organization and 
spend countless hours putting together this 
endeavor. Every cent of your donation goes 
to the program and without your generous 
help none of this would be possible.
   Christmas is brighter for hundreds of 
families, because we all care. We supply 
things such as food (non-perishable items) 
and the nearest and dearest things are 
presents for each child from Santa. It is a 
great feeling to know that each and every 
one of us who are part of this is a Santa, not 
only to our families, but also to countless 
others as well.
   Your continued support is most important 
to this huge yearly undertaking. If you 
haven’t made a donation to this community-
wide effort before, we urge you to give 
serious consideration this year. Please give 
‘til it helps.
   We thank you in advance for your 
contribution and also want to thank you for 
the hundreds of children who still believe 
in Santa because of you.
   Please make your donation out to the 
Belleville/Van Buren Goodfellows and 
mail to 46425 Tyler Road, Belleville, 
MI 48111, Attn: Pam Fleming. You may 
also drop your donation off at the Van 
Buren Township Police Department, Attn: 
Pam Fleming, or at the Belleville Police 
Department, Attn: Sue Moore.
   Happy Holidays and all the best to you 
and yours in the coming year.

Pam Fleming, Goodfellows Coordinator

Captain Greg Laurain, Co-Chair
Van Buren Township Police

Interim Chief Hal Berriman
City of Belleville Police
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EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
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  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
152 Main St., Ste. 11, Belleville, MI 48111

Belleville Area Independent
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More Letters

Deductible Assist

Rental Car Assist

R.V. Repair

Auto Glass

Motorcycle
& Watercraft

AUTO • TRUCK • RV REPAIRS
Oil Changes • Brakes • Engine Diagnostics

Tune Ups • DOT Inspections
Family Owned & Operated
superior307@gmail.com

(734) 697-5811
307 Davis St.

Belleville

OPEN
Mon.-Thurs.  8-6

Friday  8-5

BUSINESS HOURS
Sunday & Monday - closed
Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat - 10AM

Thurs 12PM - 8PM

Where you are paws-itivily special
to us!

With This Ad - Full Grooms
10% OFF!

For First Time Clients

Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

emmanuel baptist ChurCh
960 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville

Sunday: 10:00 A.M. Fellowship & Prayer
11:00 A.M. Worship Service • 6:00 P.M. Family Bible Hour

Wednesday: 6:30 P.M. Discipleship Training
Saturday: 8:00 A.M. Men’s Breakfast Bible Study

Pastor Doug Sarver     Phone :(734) 697-0566

Dog Boarding
Regency Kennels

(734) 699-7338
or visit us @

850 Savage Rd., Belleville

Weekly Services:
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & 
                   Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Monday:  Kids Awana (Sept. through March) - 6:30 to 8:30pm
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 7:00pm
                       Children/Teen/College & Career - 7:00pm
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111       (734) 697-7456
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

Liberty GospeL ChurCh
105 N. Liberty, Belleville

Worship Sunday: 3:00 p.m. • Bible Study Thursday at 7:30 p.m.
Pastor Bernie Travis ~ Email: bernietravis@comcast.net
Phone: (734) 699-6147   Cell: (734) 740-1910

www.libertygospelchurch.org

We offer:
  • Pre-School
  • Experienced Staff
  • Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

34 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.

41505 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville 48111

is now accepting children ages 2 1/2 to
12 yrs. for enrollment.

Women to ring bell for 
Red Kettle at Kmart
To the Editor:
   The Belleville Area Women’s Club will 
be ringing the bell for the Salvation Army 
on Saturday, Nov. 10 from 10 a.m. to 6 
p.m. in front of the Kmart on Rawsonville 
Road.
   We invite the public to stop by and help 
us fill the Red Kettle.

Janet Millard
Belleville Area Women’s Club

Birthdays
   Nov. 12 – Debbie Wisniewski
   Nov. 18 – Bernie Travis
   Nov. 24 – Lillian McArthur
   Nov. 30 – Glenice Bosman

Do you have a birthday in November? Does 
anyone you know have a birthday soon? 
Call the Independent at 699-9020 and let 
us know. We’ll list it in this column ASAP 
following your call. There is no charge.

satisfy the specifications set by the DNR, 
which owns the property on the lake being 
considered for a new district library. The 
board considered three appraisers and 
hired Vogt.
   Dawson said library board representatives, 
including attorney John Day and architect 
Dan Whisler, walked the DNR property in 
July with three people from the DNR and 
representatives from Van Buren Township. 
A woman from the DNR asked that the 
residence for sale next door to the property 
also be appraised by the same criteria. This 
was what raised the bill another $1,500, 
Dawson said.
   Board members said Vogt should have 
revised his price then, but didn’t.
   The DNR reportedly has 15 pages of 
checklists and that’s what it wanted for the 
Spencer residence, too.
   “He’s got us over a barrel,” said board 
treasurer Elaine Gutierrez.
   “We can’t see it ‘til it’s approved,” said 
board member Joe Monte, referring to 
approval of the increased cost.
   John Juriga made the motion to approve 
the $1,500 increase, which was seconded 
by Mike Boelter.
   “I’m a little confused,” said Renaud. “If 
the DNR wants the property assessed, the 
DNR should pay for it. He’s not authorized 
to do the other property.”
   “He did the other property without being 
requested to,” Dawson agreed.
   “He should have submitted an addition to 
the contract at the time,” Gutierrez said.
   “We’re not getting any farther in the 
process if we don’t approve this,” Juriga 
said.
   Dawson said they have a preliminary 
report that has been discussed in closed 
session, but they need the final report.
   Boelter said the DNR is going to do its 
own appraisal, too, and Renaud noted that 
didn’t make sense.
   “He didn’t think it would be so … 
complicated…” Dawson said of Vogt and 
the Spencer property.
   Gutierrez, who is a real estate agent, noted 
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Library Board
(continued from page 3)

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager • Shelly A. Brown, Director • Richard L. Willick, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.davidCbrownfh.com

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

www.janowiakfuneralhome.com
320 N. Washington St. • Ypsilanti • (734) 482-6000

Christopher S. Janowiak - Manager

We Care. We Understand.
When The Journey Ends For A Loved One,

Ours Begin.
For over 70 years we’ve been going that extra mile and we 
start by offering simplified burial & cremation packages at 
affordable prices. Your 100 percent satisfaction is what we 
strive for. Anything less is not acceptable.

Watch for the Grand Opening of our 
newest location in Sumpter Township.

February 18, 1934 – November 7, 2011
In memory of my loving Wife 

Doris. It has been a year since 
the Good Lord called you home, 

but you are loved and missed 
very much every day and night 

by your loving Husband Bob, and 
Children and Grand Children.

satisfy the specifications set by the DNR, 
which owns the property on the lake being 
considered for a new district library. The 
board considered three appraisers and 
hired Vogt.
   Dawson said library board representatives, 
including attorney John Day and architect 
Dan Whisler, walked the DNR property in 
July with three people from the DNR and 
representatives from Van Buren Township. 
A woman from the DNR asked that the 
residence for sale next door to the property 
also be appraised by the same criteria. This 
was what raised the bill another $1,500, 
Dawson said.
   Board members said Vogt should have 
revised his price then, but didn’t.
   The DNR reportedly has 15 pages of 
checklists and that’s what it wanted for the 
Spencer residence, too.
   “He’s got us over a barrel,” said board 
treasurer Elaine Gutierrez.
   “We can’t see it ‘til it’s approved,” said 
board member Joe Monte, referring to 
approval of the increased cost.
   John Juriga made the motion to approve 
the $1,500 increase, which was seconded 
by Mike Boelter.
   “I’m a little confused,” said Renaud. “If 
the DNR wants the property assessed, the 
DNR should pay for it. He’s not authorized 
to do the other property.”
   “He did the other property without being 
requested to,” Dawson agreed.
   “He should have submitted an addition to 
the contract at the time,” Gutierrez said.
   “We’re not getting any farther in the 
process if we don’t approve this,” Juriga 
said.
   Dawson said they have a preliminary 
report that has been discussed in closed 
session, but they need the final report.
   Boelter said the DNR is going to do its 
own appraisal, too, and Renaud noted that 
didn’t make sense.
   “He didn’t think it would be so … 
complicated…” Dawson said of Vogt and 
the Spencer property.
   Gutierrez, who is a real estate agent, noted 

that a residential appraisal costs $350.
   Juriga said the Spencer home is not a 
standard home, but is very sophisticated. 
Gutierrez asked if he had been in it and 
Juriga said he was going by what attorney 
John Day said.
   Gutierrez said it was a dated residence.
   Library Director Deb Green said the 
extra work has to do with all the rules and 
regulations for the trust fund, which owns 
the DNR property.
   Renaud asked whether the board 
approached the DNR to ask it to pay for 
the residential appraisal and Dawson said 
it wasn’t an issue at the time.
   Dawson said they asked the DNR what 
kind of paperwork they needed to move 
forward. She said no one thought it would 
come to this.
   Renaud talked board members into 
amending the motion to include asking 
the DNR to reimburse it for the $1,500, 
because if they wanted it, it was up to them 
to pay.
   The amended motion was passed 
unanimously with a roll-call vote. Absent 
from Monday’s meeting were Chris Brasil 
and Joy Cichewicz.
   Renaud said he didn’t understand why 
the board couldn’t hold the decision until 
next week’s meeting with a public forum 
and public input, not the same night as a 
city council meeting.
   Dawson said the library board is on its own 
schedule, not Belleville’s or Sumpter’s.
   Besides the library board members, 
present were Director Green, Deputy 
Director Mary Jo Suchy, two reporters and 
one member of the public: Renaud.

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

   • Thursday, Nov. 8 – Home Grown 
Lecture Series at the library at 7 p.m., 
free. Dave and Marty Wilson will speak on 
“Nigeria: A Look into a Kinder, Happier 
Past”.
   • Friday, Nov. 9 – Veterans are invited 

to a “Home of the Brave” banquet at 6:30 
p.m. at the fellowship hall of Grace Baptist 
Church, 164 Roys St., Belleville, as the 
church members show their appreciation 
for serving our country. Tickets available 
through the church office, 699-5411; Ross 
Medos; (734) 461-9502; or LeRoy Paige, 
(734) 740-5701.
   • Saturday, Nov. 10 – Shaun Williams 
of Ypsilanti will sign copies of his 
children’s book, “Sea Beds”, from 9 a.m. 
to 1 p.m. during the Faith Assembly Mom 
2 Mom Sale, 894 E. Huron River Drive, 
Belleville.
   • Wednesday, Nov. 14 – Enjoy a 
home-cooked chicken supper with all the 
trimmings from 5p.m. until they sell out. 
Carry outs start at 4:30 p.m. Cost: $9 
adults; $5 children 12 and under. At Willow 
United Methodist Church, 36925 Willow 
Rd., New Boston, 734-654-9020.
   • Thursday, Nov. 15 – The Other Book 
Club meets at 7 p.m. at different restaurants 
throughout the Belleville area. Call the 
library for today’s location, 699-3291. 
Today’s book is “Gertrude and Claudius” 
by John Updike.
   • Sunday, Nov. 18 – All are welcome  
to the free pre-Thanksgiving dinner at First 
Missionary Baptist Church, 24092 Bohn 
Rd., between Dunn and Wear roads in 
Sumpter Township. The morning worship 
service is at 11 a.m. and dinner will be 
served after morning service. 
   • Sunday, Nov. 18 – The SE Michigan 
Pug Play Group will meet from 2 to 4 
p.m. at the Wayne County Fairgrounds. 

Bring your pug to the Pug-N-Play session. 
Donations help pay for the building rental.
   • Monday, Nov. 19 – Hang a weatherproof 
ornament in memory of a loved one during 
the annual Tree of Remembrance outdoor 
memorial ceremony. It starts at 7 p.m. in 
front of Brown Family Center, 678 E. Huron 
River Drive, Belleville. Refreshments 
inside beginning at 6:30 p.m. 697-5090.
   • Monday, Nov. 19 – At 6:30 p.m. at the 
Romulus Public Library, Elaine Pereira, 
an author who lives in New Boston, will 
discuss her memoir “I Will Never Forget”, 
the story of her mother’s journey through 
dementia. Book signing, with proceeds 
donated to Alzheimer’s research. Register 
at library by calling (734) 942-7589.
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590 E. HURON RIVER DR.
BELLEVILLE, MI

734-697-8533

• STARTERS
• BATTERIES
• ALTERNATORS
• BRAKES
• TRANSMISSIONS
• VINyL LETTERINg & gRAphIcS • ALIgNMENTS

• FRONT END
• ShOcKS
• pOWER STEERINg
• WATER pUMpS
• TUNE-UpS

• BELTS-DRIVE
• ELEcTRIcAL
• TIRES NEW/USED
• WhEEL BEARINg
• A/c   • FUEL pUMp

IS YOUR CAR READY 
FOR WINTER?

STOP IN FOR A FREE
WINTER INSPECTION! Absolute Auto Care Coupon • Limit 1 coupon per person.

BAI

with coupon • Not valid with any other offer.

10% OFF
LABOR

15% OFF
LABOR FOR

SENIORS

   Bleeker said McNamara told her that his 
letter would be all she needed.
   Councilwoman Kim Tindall said she has 
a fundamental problem with the council 
“blessing a tree.” She said not everyone 
in the city “celebrates or believes in 
Christmas.”
   “I don’t have a problem with it,” said 
Councilman Tom Smith. “It used to be 
there.”
   DPW Director Keith Boc said it’s never 
been there as long as he’s been in the city.
   “It’s a generational thing,” said Bleeker. 
“You’re all of a different generation.” 
She said her son is 61 years old and she 
remembers bringing him to 5 Points to see 
the tree.
   Bleeker was ready for Tindall’s remarks 
and read a long memo on Christmas trees 
and the law and how privately sponsored 
trees are permissible under the Free Speech 
clause.
   Mayor Conley said Bleeker is asking 
the city to remove the tree and remove 
the lights and she asked if the DPW had 
the time for that or a cherry picker for the 
work. Boc said they didn’t have either.
   Mayor Conley said it was all predicated 
on getting Wayne County’s permission.
   “I would like our acting police chief to 
look at it from a safety standpoint,” Mayor 
Conley said.
   Mayor Conley said if Bleeker can’t get 
a permit from Wayne County, the tree 
could be put elsewhere on that corner or at 
Victory Park.
   Bleeker got directions to the permit 
department on Howe Road and Michigan 
Avenue in Wayne and then read the letter 
from McNamara, except for the last 
part that she said were complimentary 
comments to her.
   “He doesn’t have permitting power,” 
Mayor Conley said of McNamara.
   Conley told Bleeker that she can work with 
the city administration on her project, if the 
council doesn’t have a problem, and work 
out the logistics with the administration.
   Bleeker said she talked to the Davenports 
and they said, “You take care of the rest, 
we’ll get it up.”
   Bleeker said she was doing this not only 
to beautify the city, but to put something 

Ruth’s tree
(continued from page 1)

there for the children to enjoy.
   Tom Fielder suggested Bleeker talk to 
Commissioner McNamara and maybe he 
would help guide her through the permit 
process.
   Mayor Conley called Bleeker’s project, 
“a very nice gesture. You may walk away 
with a little bit of frustration … if you start 
with the permits office, we can help you 
work it out.”
   City Manager Diana Kollmeyer said the 
city administration has concerns about 
having a big Christmas tree at an already 
confusing intersection.
   Mayor Conley said Victory Station is 
an alternative and Kollmeyer said at the 
gateway sign has been suggested, as well.
   “I think it would look nice,” Mayor 
Conley said of a big Christmas tree.

Tree of Remembrance
set for 7 p.m., Nov. 19
   The Tree of Remembrance outdoor 
memorial ceremony will be held at 7 
p.m., Monday, Nov. 19, in front of Brown 
Family Center, 678 E. Huron River Drive, 
Belleville.
   An open house will begin at 6:30 p.m. 
inside with refreshments available.
   Those wishing to honor the memory of a 
loved one are advised to bring a weatherproof 
ornament to place on the tree – and to dress 
appropriately for the weather.
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OUTDOOR WOOD 
FURNACE from 
Central Boiler.
A & D Sales

734-323-1474

Eliminate your 
heating bills.

No Move IN Fees DURING THe
MoNTH oF NoveMBeR!

($1025 Value)
New 2 ANd 3 Bedroom Homes AvAilABle.

Hurry iN Before THey’re GoNe!

Contact Belinda at 734-699-7700
www.franklinhomesales.com/bm

we Are Also
offeriNG $500.00

referrAls!

if THe Time is
NoT riGHT To Buy,

THeN Try our
leAse ProGrAm!

(Call for details)

The Belleville Independent is a
drop off location for Toys for Tots!

“Ancient Rome declined because it had a 
Senate; now what’s going to happen to
us with both a Senate and a House?”

Will Rogers

“Laws control the lesser man...
Right conduct controls the greater one.”

Mark Twain

“He who asks is a fool for five minutes, but 
he who does not ask remains a fool forever.”

Chinese Proverb

“Sometimes I wonder whether the world is 
being run by smart people who are putting 
us on or by imbeciles who really mean it.”

Mark Twain

Before the Oct. 18 regular meeting of 
the Keystone Charter Academy Board of 
Directors, Carol Manley, left, was sworn 
in as a new board member. Doing the 
swearing in was Board Secretary Susan 
Meland.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Board of Directors of Keystone 
Academy interviewed two candidates to 
fill an open parent’s position on the board 
during its regular meeting Aug. 9.
   Interviewed were Kim Kowalski, who 
works in financial planning at Monroe 

Keystone Academy board interviews 
two for board membership

Bank, and Carol Manley, a CPA who works 
with a lot of non-profit organizations. Both 
candidates have children in Keystone.
   Paul Rice had resigned from the board 
because he took on more responsibilities 
with his church. Now he also is going 
through chemotherapy.
   Susan Meland, board secretary, had been 
the parent representative, but her children 
graduated from Keystone and so she no 
longer qualified in that slot.
   After the required interviews, the board 
voted to recommend them both to the Bay 
Mills chartering organization and let Bay 
Mills make the hard choice, since both are 
highly qualified.
   Bay Mills chose Manley and she was 
sworn in before the Oct. 18 board meeting 
began.
   A third parent candidate who was willing 
to serve on the board, Elloi Beaton, is a 

Canadian citizen and so did not qualify.
   At its Aug. 9 meeting, the board also 
voted unanimously to appropriate $9,000 
for athletics from the board’s discretionary 
fund so coaches and parents will not have to 
spend energies on fund raisers.
   Athletic Director Katie Hamilton requested 
$7,000 from the board, so she was delighted 
at the increase. Her total budget for the 
2012-13 school year was $15,480, including 
the $8,680 balance from last school year.
   Coaches get a $500 stipend the first year 
and then that is increased each year until the 
$1,320 cap, which includes taxes.
   Most of the money in the athletic budget 
goes to pay coaches.
   Board president Vesta Losen pointed out 
after all the effort and time spent, the fund 
raising for last year brought in just $1,300.
   “Let’s do away with fund raising and give 
you more money and call it a day,” Losen 
said, referring to the athletic program. She 
said it’s hard to fund raise because the 
athletic projects step on the toes of the other 
school fund raisers.
   Last year the pay-to-play fee was raised 
to $40, which helps a lot with the budget, 
Hamilton said.
   Hamilton said they will buy new volleyball 
uniforms this year because they are in need 
of replacing.
   In other business at the Aug. 9 meeting, 
the board:
   • Heard an update from Keystone Principal 
Keturah Godfrey, reporting all the teaching 
positions have been filled and the teachers 
attended training; and
   • Heard Godfrey report that Keystone 
has been honored as one of the top 25 
performing charter public schools in the 
state and was ranked #3 in performance out 
of all the 71 National Heritage Academy 
schools in the country. She also reported 
that Keystone was identified by the state as a 
Focus School, for having a gap between the 
highest and lowest performing students. She 
said Keystone is always pushing students to 
excellence, while accepting students from 
other districts that are not at grade level. 
Losen said Ann Arbor and Canton are 
Focus Schools, too, and, “We’re not in bad 
company.” She added that Keystone gets 
low performance students of every kind. 
Godfrey added, “That’s because parents 
have heard what a good job we do”.
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David C. Brown Funeral Home
has set up a Temporary Viewing 

and Funeral Chapel at 500 E. 
Huron River Dr., Belleville, in the 
former Katherine Rose Flower 
and Gift Shop until the funeral 
home is rebuilt from the fire.

with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

2033 Rawsonville Rd., Belleville, MI
(734) 482-3880
BREAKFAST SPECIAL

8 AM – 12 NOON

Buy One
Breakfast,
Get One 
Half Off!

With purchase
of two beverages.

Breakfast must be
of $4.99 value or more.

Not good on Holidays. Coupon not
valid with other offers. Exp.11/21/12.

Not good on Holidays. Coupon not
valid with other offers. Exp.11/21/12.

BAI BAI

LUNCHTIME SPECIAL
12 NOON – 5 PM

Build Your 
own Burger!
Buy One, Get 
One Half Off!

With purchase
of two beverages.

51300 Huron river Drive (Corner of Rawsonville & Huron River/Textile)

Call For An
Appointment

(734)

487.9999

Stop By For
Any oF theSe
Free ServiceS
Tire Rotation
Brake Inspection
Steering Inspection
Exhaust Inspection
Spring Inspection
Check Engine Light
Code Reading
33 Point Inspection

Most cars & light trucks.
Call For An Appointment

734.487.9999

12 Months/12,000 Mile Warranty    Monday-Friday 8am to 6pm    Saturday 8am to 4pm

SAVE!
The ‘Sliding Scale’ Coupon

      If your vehicle          You will receive
      service totals:          the discount:

   $50 - $99.99        $10 OFF
$100 - $199.99      $20 OFF
$200 - $299.99      $30 OFF
$300 - $499.99      $40 OFF
 $500 or MORE      $50 OFF
  Must present at time of write-up.

ALIGNMENT
starting at $39

Includes inspection of the
suspension system, free tire

inspection, check tire pressure.
Additional parts & labor extra.

Most cars and light trucks.

®

ELSTON SMITH
General Manager

Over 30 Years Exp.

ASE MASTER
TECHNICIAN

ON DUTY

UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT

• Belts & Accessories
• Underhood Battery
• Underhood Fluids
• Underhood Hoses
• Under Car Check
• Brake System Check
• Tire Check

FREE - FREE - FREE
PRE-WINTER
INSPECTION

FREE!
• Alignment 
    Check
• Code Check
• Flat Repair
  (13”, 14” & 15” Wheels Only)

The Bayou Grill on Main Street recently presented a $1,394 check to the Wayne-Westland 
Special Olympics. The restaurant held a golf outing at Green Oaks in Ypsilanti on Sept. 8 
with 32 golfers. In the photo from left are Mary Couperthwaite, Andrea, Marty, and Brian 
Copsey, who said the Bayou thanks the golfers and everyone else who participated and 
organized the event. He said this fundraiser will be held again next year on Sept. 7.

   Marti’s Gift Gallery in Belleville at 668 
Huron River Drive is celebrating its 8th 
Anniversary on Wednesday, Nov. 14 with 
a special open house from 10 a.m. until 8 
p.m. Bring Marti’s special ad in today’s 
paper and save 30% off any one item or 
$5 off your total purchase of $30 or more. 
Throughout the day enjoy a sampling 
of their dips while taking advantage of 
early holiday shopping with special red 
tag sales. Enter to win free gifts, too. The 
coupon offer is good only on Nov. 14 
and one discount per person, please. For 
information call Marti or Tracey at (734) 
699-GIFT (4438).

***
   The Bayou Grill’s Wine Tasting Party 
is this Saturday, from 4 to 6 p.m. Cost is 
$40 per person and includes a four-course 
meal with eight wines, provided by Great 
Lakes Wines. Reservations are required. 
Call (734) 697-2300.

***
   Doug Dalton Auctioneer will host a real 
estate auction Friday evening, Nov. 9, at 
5 and 6 p.m. at the Romulus Progressive 
Hall at 11580 Ozga in Romulus. Preview 
begins at 4 p.m. See Doug’s half-page ad 
for auction items, descriptions and photos. 
Visit his website for even more details at 
www.dougdaltonauctioneer.com .

***

   For one night only, Thursday, Nov. 15, 
from 5 to 8 p.m., Atchinson Ford of 
Belleville will be the site of Go Further 
Ford Night, where customers can enter 
a drawing to win an all-new 2013 Ford 
Fusion. Ford will make a $10 donation to 
Van Buren Public Schools Foundation 
for everyone attending.
   You can even pre-register online 

to win American Idol tickets and the 
chance to become a guest judge on the 
Fox network hit show. Register at www.
randomactsoffusion.com. The first 50 
people that walk through the doors will 
also receive a free turkey.

***
   Main Street Flowers will be collecting 
new and used children’s books to be 

distributed to local charities, churches, and 
schools this holiday season. Books can be 
dropped off during regular business hours 
at 210 Main Street. For information, call 
Jane Vesche at (734) 697-7400. 

***
   A Holiday Craft Show will take place 
this Saturday, Nov. 10, from 9 a.m. to 6 
p.m. at the Belleville Church of God on 
Hull Road. Free admission.

***
   Our directory of area churches and their 
services continues to grow and now your 
church can be added to our list at the great 
rate of $75 for 13 consecutive weeks in a 
one column by one inch tall display box. 

***
   There’s still time to take advantage of 
our Put A Little Color in Your Holiday 
advertising promotion until the end of 
the year. When you purchase display 
advertising in color for November, you can 
get free color for the month of December. 
Just pay the cost for black & white. To 
learn more, call me at (734) 699-9020.

***
   Do you have a business item you would 
like to see in this column? There is no 
charge. Call Bob Mytych at 699-9020 with 
your suggestion.
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Where you’ll find the most unique collection
of Fall gifts for your family and friends.

Cards
Home Decor
Heritage Lace
Baby
Inspirational Throws
Swan Creek Candles
Country Home Creations Dip Mixes

Remembrance Collection
Music Boxes
Porcelain Dolls
Baptism/Christening Gifts
Military/Armed Forces Decor

Gift
CertifiCateS

HOURS:
Tues., Thurs. & Fri.

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday

Noon - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday & 

Monday

Marti’s Gift Gallery
668 E. Huron River Drive

Belleville, MI 48111     734-699-GIFT

*Limit 1 per visit.

25% OFF 1 ITEM IN THE STORE w/AD*

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD
Psalm 33:12a
If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray 
and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.
2 Chronicles 7:14

Paid Advertisement

Pet of the Week
Friends of Michigan 

Animals Rescue

Adam would like very much for 
you to consider bringing him home, 
he guarantee’s you won’t have 
any regrets! He’s a no-frills, nice 
young cat that won’t cause you a 
fuss with his mild-mannered, gentle 
personality that you’re sure to like 
right off the bat. Adam is playful 
without being over the top and gives 
just the right amount of affection 
to be refreshing and fulfilling. His 
soft orange and white coat is very 
handsome and perfect for snuggles 
and pets on cozy nights. He gets 
along fine with the other young cats 
here and would probably do ok with 
older cats too since he’s such a laid-
back kitty boy. Adam would likely 
appreciate a household where things 
are usually calmer to match his own 
take on life. Come meet Adam and 
give him a chance to show you what 
an excellent furry friend he will be. 
He is neutered, vaccinated, tested 
neg. for FeLuk/FIV and micro-
chipped. 734 461-9458

“aDaM”

District Library Board 
announces Space Forum 
can be seen on website

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   People who missed the Sept. 26 public 
forum with library space expert Anders 
Dahlgren can watch it on YouTube or the 
Belleville Area District Library website.
   At the Oct. 9 meeting of the district library 
board, board secretary Joy Cichewicz said 
she recorded the meeting on her iPhone and 
put it out for people to see.
   She said because of the way she had to do 
it, it is broken into short segments.
   Dahlgren had come to Belleville to explain 
his updated report on increased library space 
needs for the local district library.
   The library board has yet to select a site for 
a new district library and went into closed-
door session at the end of the regular Oct. 
9 meeting “to consider the purchase and/or 
lease of real property by the Belleville Area 
District Library Board.”
   This was the 20th closed door meeting set 
to discuss property acquisition held by the 
board since it was organized on April 17, 
2010.
   The board currently is pursuing use of the 
DNR lakeside property north of the bridge, 
but working with the state has been very 
slow-going.
   In other business at the Oct. 9 meeting, 
the board:
   • Learned forms will be sent out to board 
members to be filled out as part of the annual 
evaluation of Library Director Deb Green;
   • Heard Director Green say that Barbara 
Miller’s email to the board sent in the evening 
after the Dahlgren lecture and meant to be 
read at the 10 a.m. meeting the next day, was 
not opened until 1 p.m., after the morning 
meeting had ended. Green did not read the 
letter to the board at the Oct. 9 meeting, as 
Miller had requested, because it already had 
been printed in the Independent. Miller is 
concerned that the district board is planning 
on only 10% of the total new library space 
for Sumpter when Sumpter actually is 20% 
of the total district population. Green said 
the main library would be to serve everyone 
and probably 80-90% of the Sumpter library 
patrons would use the main library;
   • Heard Green say that the library 
agreement states Sumpter will supply a 
building for its satellite library and, “I know 
for a fact Sumpter Township is not planning 
to build a 10,000-square-foot building”;
   • Heard Mike Renaud say that the City of 
Belleville was well represented by officials 
attending Dahlgren’s lecture on space needs 
for the library, but there were no elected 
officials present from Sumpter or Van Buren 
Township;
   • Heard district library board member 

Michael Boelter say he thought there was 
nice reporting by the press on the Dahlgren 
presentation and many people will read 
about it who wouldn’t have seen it on cable. 
Green said that she had tried to book Sam, 
who could have recorded the meeting for 
cable showing, but she had waited too long 
and he was not available on Sept. 26;
   • Heard Renaud say that while the library 
officials put positive library stories out for 
the public at their meetings, such as the 
Brisbane, Australia library story in that 
evening’s packet, it should also provide 
negative stories on libraries. Renaud said 
he saw a story about the Superior Township 
branch of the Ypsilanti District Library in 
annarbor.com on Oct. 5 and, “You should 
have reported on that since it’s in our 
backyard.” The story told of how the district 
library is putting off building a bigger 
library for Superior because of fund losses 
due to huge drops in property value; and
   • Was reminded that the next regular board 
meeting is at 7 p.m., Nov. 13.
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889 Sumpter rd. BeLLeVILLe
(734) 732-4394

Hours: Mon.–Fri.  9aM - 5pM www.beltoneHearingaid.coM

HEALTH ALERT!

Untreated hearing loss 
causes your ear’s auditory 

nerve to deteriorate.

Eardrum

Auditory
NerveStudies show that untreated hearing 

loss can cause “auditory deprivation”,
a condition that a�ects your ability to understand 
speech.

Use it or lose it! Hearing loss starves your
brain’s auditory centers. The longer your hearing
loss goes untreated, the more likely that you will 
actually “forget” how to hear. 

But there’s good news! Advanced hearing 
instruments, like the Beltone ™  and ™ ,
ensure the auditory centers of your brain “stay 
busy”, minimizing auditory deprivation.

Don’t wait until it’s too late

DON’T IGNORE the WARNING SIGNS
 1. Diffi culty hearing in noisy situations, like restaurants
 2. Trouble understanding women’s and children’s voices
 3. A need to ask people to repeat themselves

If you’ve experienced any of the above, 
get your hearing tested immediately.WA

RN
IN

G

Beltone Origin™

The newest Technology from 
Beltone is now the most a�ordable
technology we o�er.  Available in
some of our smallest instruments.

Beltone True
The most advanced hearing aid at
Beltone.  It has wireless capabilities 
and provides clear sound with no 
whistling and automatically 
eliminates background noise.

™Beltone just got a lot more affordable.
Introducing Beltone Origin. This latest 
technology release gives patients the name
brand hearing aids they want for less.
Origin also has NEW improved battery life.

Beltone Origin™

$995
starting at

Monthly payments
starting at $28 WAC

Monthly payments
starting at $28 WAC

Beltone Origin™

$995
starting at

 The question is; can you afford to wait any longer? Call Today.

Beltone Hearing Care Centers are independently owned and operated. Participation may vary by location. © 2012 Beltone

mOSt INSurANCe
& HmO pLANS

ACCepted

Expires November 30, 2012. Coupons and 
offers not to be combined with any other 
offer. Previous purchases excluded. BAI

True™ and Origin™,

LOY’S CONSTRUCTION
& Home Repairs

Remodeling SpecialS
Basement –– $4,500 & Up
Kitchen –––– $2,500 & Up
Bathroom –– $1,500 & Up
Garages ––– $750 & Up
Decks Re-stained – 69¢ per sq.ft.

NO JOB
TOO SMALL!

licenSed/inSURed     FRee eSTimaTeS
25 Yrs. Exp.         24 Hour Emergency Service
Mark (734) 434-6946

EMS Education
Start a new & exciting healthcare career as a Paramedic

Huron Valley Ambulance
Center for EMS Education

30 years training EMS Providers              Nationally Accredited for over 10 years

Classes start January 2013
Students must register by December 21st

For info: 734 477-6331
Visit our website: www.hvaedu.org

Financing available

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $9.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $6.50 - $7.00

10% OFF

HourS
Mon.-THurS. 11aM-10pM

FrI. 11aM - 11pM
SaT. 12pM-11pM
Sun. 12pM-10pM

(734) 699-1550

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

Dine-in Or Carry Out
Chinese & american Food

BUDwEISEr BOTTLES - $2, wINE AvAILABLE!

CHIna KIng Coupon
Coupon ExpIrES 11-30-12

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

Diamond Anniversary

Ralph and Jean Sundell of Belleville 
celebrated their 60th wedding anniversary 
on Oct. 18. They were married in Kenmore, 
NY, and have three children: R. Gary 
Sundell, J.D. Rev. Ray Sundell, and Carol 
L. Sundell, RN, LNC.

Belleville Fire Dept. 
brings lessons to ECDC, 
Belleville High School

By Kimberly Keenmon
Belleville Fire Dept. Auxiliary

   The City of Belleville Fire Department 
enjoys giving back to the community.
   Recently fire fighters took the time to teach 
fire safety to the students at Early Childhood 
Development Center (ECDC).
   Preschoolers were taught how a smoke 
alarm sounds, to crawl if there’s smoke and 
to “Stop, Drop and Roll.”
   Firefighter William Zehel put on his gear 
and with the help of Fire Fighter Lamar 
Griffin, demonstrated how firefighters go in 
to rescue people.
   Firefighter Susan Greening taught the 
youngsters how to dial “911” in case of an 
emergency.
   Fire Captain Kris Rix and Fire Lieutenant 
Chris Zweng had signed certificates for all the 
students for passing “Fire Safety Training” 
making them “Junior Firefighters.”
   The youngsters were taken outside to view 
the trucks. They got to climb inside, ring 
the bell and see the water shoot across the 
parking lot. 
 The Belleville Fire Department also visited 
Belleville High School Career Classes. 
Students learned the importance of a fire 
fighter’s job to the community and how to 
become a volunteer fire fighter.
   The Belleville Fire Department is always 
looking for good candidates, men and 

women to join the department.
   Fire Fighter Colette McClinton and Fire 
Captain Kris Rix shared their stories about 
becoming volunteer fire fighters and years 
served on the department. 
   Captain Rix and other fire fighters plan 
to visit Owen Intermediate and McBride 
Middle school in coming months. Teachers 
and administrators are welcome to contact 
Captain Rix to coordinate fire fighters 
visiting their school and or classroom. 
   Email Rix at krix@bellevillefd.com for 
more information. 

Wayne Co. Fair Assn. 
selling used office 
furniture to raise money
   The Wayne County Fair Association has 
office furniture for sale and will consider 
any reasonable offers.
   Call for a viewing appointment or 
questions at 734-697-7002. Proceeds will 
be used for grounds improvements and 
repairs.
   The fairgrounds are located on Quirk 
Road in Van Buren Township, north of the 
I-94 Service Drive.
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Louise, Nancy & Sue

body wrapS aVaILabLE
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

stylist & nail tech wanted

All Men’s cuts  ~  $12

601 E. Huron River  Drive
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-5600

Shellac Nails
$25

WITH COUPON • SUmPTer AUTO COUPON exPIreS 11-30-12

NO COUPON NECESSARY

FREE
FRONT END 
AND BRAKE 
INSPECTION

WITH COUPON • SUmPTER AUTO COUPON ExPIRES 11-30-12 BAI

WITH COUPON • SUmPTER AUTO COUPON ExPIRES 11-30-12 BAI

FREE
TIRE ROTATION

WITH ANY
BRAKE SERVICE

SAFETY COUPON

$20.00 OFF FRONT BRAKES
OR

$40.00 OFF COMPLETE
(FRONT AND REAR) most cars.

PADS ROTORS AND/OR DRUmS AND SHOES

TIRE SAVER COUPON

$10.00 OFF
4 WHEEL ALIGNMENT 

CHECK
(INCLUDES SET FRONT TOE)*

*DOES NOT INCLUDE SETTING CASTER OR CAmBER OR REAR TOE

COURTESY CHECK
$49.95

rotate and balance tires, check brakes, lights, belts, hoses, 
suspension, engine leaks, transmission leaks, coolant leaks, 
power steering, and advise. NO COUPON NeCeSSArY.

BAI

$20.00 OFF
ANY REPAIRS OVER $100.00

WITH COUPON • SUmPTer AUTO COUPON exPIreS 11-30-12
BAI

10% OFF
TUNE UPS PARTS AND LABOR

• Storm Clean Up
• Free Estimates
• Tree Topping & Trimming
• Tree & Shrub Removal
•  Stump Removal • Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts
Call For a PromPt Free estimate

(734) 340-6155

50% discount if you 
keep wood/brush!

KoDiaK
TREE SERviCE

(continued on page 14)

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   During a special 40-minute meeting 
on Oct. 17, the Van Buren Public Safety 
Committee met at Fire Hall #2 to go over 
the third-quarter report on the $8 million 
Public Safety Department budget.
   Members of the committee and people 
in the audience asked questions about the 
budget and Public Safety Director Carl 
McClanahan and Fire Chief Dan Besson 
answered.
   In December 2011 there was a last-
minute realization that the Public Safety 
Department budget was not balanced 
because the amounts for the fringe benefits 
and full-time officer pay were incorrect, so 
the board had to have a special meeting to 
move funds into Public Safety to balance it 
before the end of the year.
   At the Oct. 17 meeting, Director 

VBT Public Safety Committee discusses public safety budget
McClanahan said this year’s budget 
administration is right on target. He said 
80% of the year has passed and slightly 
20% is left in the budget.
   He said if under 20% is left in a line item 
in the budget there has to be a reason.
   He said the budget has an allocation and, 
“When it’s gone, it’s gone.”
   Committee member Olivia Bruce asked 
about the negative figures for training for 
police and McClanahan replied that M-
COLES pays for 80% of the training and 
the township gets reimbursed, so the line 
item is fluid.
   Committee chairperson Diane Madigan 
asked about the $3,500 line item for crime 
prevention, 100% of which has not been 
spent.
   McClanahan said they are putting together 
a display to show at community colleges, 
recruiting events, and public safety 
day. He said it would be an established, 
professional-looking display.
   Madigan said the Refuse to be a Victim 
program was given once for the township 
without cost, but would cost $500 to be 
given again. She suggested using some of 
the funds for that program.
   McClanahan did not comment on her 
suggestion, but said his department is 
restructuring and bringing back community 
policing.
   “Our primary objective, our goal for 
the last seven months was filling shifts,” 
McClanahan reported. He said they had to 
hire two new police officers and both are 
in training. He said they can’t equal out 
their scheduling until the new officers are 
trained and then the department can work 
back into community policing.
   John Delaney asked if the township ever 
got reimbursed for the cost of providing 
security for Sarah Palin and Patriots in the 
Park event and McClanahan said that the 
township has been paid.
   Later he told the Independent that 
Americans for Prosperity, who asked the 

township for help with security, paid the 
bill and no money was taken out of the 
Wounded Warriors’ fund, as some had 
feared would happen.
   McClanahan said barring any disasters 
between now and the end of the year, the 
budget is right on course.
   Larry Fix asked about those who get 
paid for a full-time job with the township 
and also as a firefighter, which adds up to 
salaries over $100,000.
   McClanahan said these are people who 
do two jobs in the same organization, with 
pay from two separate budgets under the 
Van Buren Township umbrella.
   He said when the employee passes from 
his regular job to the new job, it comes 
under the Dual Assignment Cause in 
the federal Fair Standards Act and, “It’s 
mandated by the federal government and 
there’s nothing we can do about it.”
   He said that includes paying the employee 
80% of the pay for his initial job plus 
20% of fire pay, plus time and a half for 
overtime.
   He noted that procedure was in place 
before he was named director.
   He said without the cross-trained people 
this year it would have been impossible to 
offer the 24-hour fire shifts.
   There presently are seven blended rate 
employees, he said.
   Fix said when the salaries are printed in 
the paper (Independent) each year, public 
opinion is influenced.
   Fix said he understands the Fair Labor 
Law. He said at the last township board 
meeting the police department earned 
glowing praises for money being saved, 
but actually the cost was shifted to the fire 
department.
   McClanahan said if the salaries were 
shown “bifurcated” people would 
understand the employees worked many 
hours for that pay. He said there was no 
shifting. He said, also, there have been 
some unusual occurrences on the police 
and fire sides this year.
   “I’m in the business of providing 
services,” McClanahan said. “Who gets 
what is politics.”
   Fix said people are concerned when they 
see public service employees making that 

kind of money.
   Madigan asked about the $15,474.66 that 
was spent over budget in capital outlay.
   McClanahan said the police budget was 
allocated $81,000 for patrol cars and then 
had to scurry to buy six in-car computers 
because the others didn’t work. It took an 
hour and a half to boot up, he said.
   He said he convinced the board to allocate 
$15,000 for radios for six to seven cars. 
He said they also have to upgrade mobile 
radios.

Fire Department budget
   The committee then discussed the $2 
million fire department budget, with Chief 
Besson explaining they do the best that 
they can with fleet maintenance, which is 
now down to $17,000.
   “Right now we’re on emergency status 
… fixing the trucks to work, saving money 
for the end of the year to buy 12 needed 
sets of turnout gear,” Besson said.
   Madigan asked about the $30,000 Besson 
recently asked for from the Downtown 
Development Authority to fix the roof on 
Station #2. She asked if Station #1 had roof 
problems, too.
   Besson said Station #1 does not need 
roof repair. He said he has checked and 
the Station #2 roof no longer is under 
warranty. He will be taking that report back 
to the DDA in his bid for the DDA to fund 
repairs.
   McClanahan said as the fleet ages, the 
money needed to maintain the equipment 
increases. He said the Michigan Department 
of Transportation (MDOT) comes out each 
year to inspect the vehicles and tells the 
township what it has to fix.
   Besson said they have not completed all 
the repairs needed this budget year and will 
carry some repairs over to next year.
   McClanahan said they try to keep a really 
close eye on the equipment. He said last 
year they were able to complete all the 
MDOT repairs and had a few dollars left 
over in that line item.
   Delaney asked about whether the Hazmat 
cleanup at Ecorse and Beck was reimbursed 
by the farmer involved and Besson said he 
would check.
   The repairs following the rear-ending of 
the fire truck on I-94 was paid for by the 
township’s insurance, McClanahan said.
   Madigan asked if they had thought 
of having a fund to save for equipment 
replacements and McClanahan said he 
couldn’t discuss that until the budget 
sessions, which were the following week.

Dispatch budget
   The $764,168 Dispatch budget was 
explained by McClanahan who said they had 
one full-time and one part-time employee 
resign and employees on maternity and 
medical leave, plus a disabled employee.
   He said the concern is the wage line item 
because they were running in an overtime 
capacity.
   “We provided the service, but it cost 
more,” McClanahan said.
   He said he hired a full-time and part-
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Lunch Specials
Monday - Thursday

11am - 3pm

734-699-7066
19350 Sumpter Road • Next to Ace Hardware

Open 7 Days
a Week

at 8am

breakfast • lunch • dinnerServing
8am

OUR FAMOUS BREAKFASTS
8am - 11am  –  7 days

With drink purchase. Dine-In only.

2 Eggs, Sausage or Bacon, 
   Hashbrowns & Toast..................$2.25
2 Eggs, Bacon, Sausage or Ham,
   Hashbrowns, Toast & Jelly.........$2.95
2 Pancakes & Sausage or Bacon....$2.85
2 Eggs, 2 Pancakes, 2 Bacon
   & 2 Sausage..............................$4.79
Hearty Miner: 3 Eggs, Hashbrowns,
   Bacon + Sausage + Ham.............$7.79

1/4 lb. Hamburger & Fries

$3.99

5 Wings & Fries $3.99
2 pc. broasted cHicken

(dark meat) $3.99
Ham & cHeese sub WitH Fries

$4.99

italian sub & Fries $4.99
cHicken tenders & Fries

$4.99
small pizza WitH 2 items

$4.99

3 sliders & Fries $5.99

Misty Morin and Kyle Mattausch of 
Belleville announce the birth of their 
son Jacob Aaron-Louis Mattausch 
at 4:43 p.m., Oct. 5, 2012, at the 
University of Michigan Hospitals, Ann 
Arbor. He weighed 9 pounds, 11 ounces 
and measured 19 inches long. He has 
a big sister Jordan Mattausch, age 5. 
Grandparents are Cheryl Morin of 
Belleville, Philip and Dianne Morin of 
Saline, and Mary and Duane Mattausch 
of Willis. Great-grandparents are 
Wynonna Morgison of Willis and Loren 
Morin of Belleville.

Welcome,
Jacob Aaron-Louis

Mattausch

time dispatcher and they are still in field 
training, which is done internally. Although 
there was $4,000 in the dispatch training 
line item, McClanahan said there was no 
outside training this year and the $4,000 is 
untouched.

Animal Control budget
   The Animal Control department had a 
budget of $62,250 and Madigan asked 
about the $500 training line item that has 
not been used and McClanahan said there 
was some training available, “But I think he 
missed it. By the time we got information 
it was too late to process -- an oversight on 
his part.”
   The next meeting of the Public Safety 
Committee was scheduled for 5:30 p.m., 
Nov. 7 at the VBT Hall. The regular Oct. 
3 meeting was cancelled by Director 
McClanahan because he believed there 
would not be a quorum.
   Present at the Oct 17 special meeting were 
a quorum of chairperson Diane Madigan 
and committee members Raymond Bailey, 
Olivia Bruce, and P. Ramone Crowe. Not 
present were vice chairperson Regina 
Miller, committee member Richard 
Wardwell and Trustee Phil Hart.

VB Public Safety
(continued from page 13)

Sumpter Planners 
approve site plan for 
AT&T tower co-location

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Sumpter Township Planning 
Commission voted unanimously at its Oct. 
11 meeting to approve a site plan for the 
addition of AT&T Mobility to an existing 
SBC tower at 22570 Sherwood Road.
   The 195’ monopole tower, named “Willis 
South”, also has a T Mobile antenna and 
the new AT&T unit will be at 185’, below 
T Mobile.
   The salesman who made the request lives 
in Traverse City and the commission’s 
planning consultant, Laura Kreps of 
Carlisle Wortman, said she told him it 
was not necessary for him to drive all the 
way from Traverse City to Sumpter for 10 
minutes of discussion.
   She said the request included a new radio 
equipment building in the compound.
   Kreps recommended the site plan 
approval. She said the co-location on the 
cell tower is contingent on approval of the 
building official.
   In other business at the Oct. 11 meeting, 
the commission:
   • Completed the year-long work on the 
review of the township’s zoning ordinance 
and is expecting Kreps to prepare a revised 
ordinance and give drafts to them to study. 
It will be discussed in December and a 
public hearing could be set in January. 
After that it would be sent to the township 
board for adoption;
   • Learned that in November, the new 
owners of the former ATEK building 
on Rawsonville Road will be at the 

commission requesting an expansion of 
its parking area. A2Mac1 has indicated it 
wants to move its whole operation from 
Ypsilanti to Sumpter; and
   • Heard Commissioner Matt Oddy ask 
about whether there was any investigation 
of the dirt brought in and spread behind the 
Bake Shoppe by the contractor for a Van 
Buren Township water project. The dirt 
now has been spread out and cleaned up. 
No investigation was done into whether 
there was a permit and Oddy was informed 
a motion by the commission would have 
moved his request forward.

VBT Planners start 
review of 1992 PRD 
ordinance for updates

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At is Sept. 26 meeting, the Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission set up a    
subcommittee of Commissioners Bob 
McKenna, Bryon Kelley, and Carl Johnson 
to go over the lengthy Planned Residential 
Development ordinance, passed in 
1992, to bring back to the commission 
recommendations for updates.
   The commission also asked Sally Hodges 
of planning consultants McKenna Associates 
to go back over the details in the Stormwater 
Basins proposed amendments that they were 
discussing to bring back an ordinance they 
could approve and send on to the township 
board for action.
   The updates to the ordinance began with 
the plan to require decorative fencing around 
stormwater basins. Recently a subdivision 
association wanted fences to be required 
around its pond and other neighborhoods 
wanted no fences so the pond could be used.
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We understand tough times and we are here to help! Can’t get time off work
to make an appointment for the vet? Don’t want to pay for an office visit?
Check us out... Low prices, good people and fast service!
Dogs
DHPP, Corona, BDT, Lepto $39
Heartworm Test  $19
Rabies 1 yr.   $14
Rabies 3 yr.   $16
*Discount rates for litters.
De-worming also available

Cats
RCP and Leukemia $29
Rabies 1 yr.  $14
Rabies 3 yr.  $16
Heartworm Test $25

Other Services
Extended Exams (ear. skin, etc.) $18
Pocket Pet Exam  $18
Anal Glands   $12
Micro Chip   $30
Fecal Check   $10
Toe nail trim   $5

Low Cost Wellness/Vaccination Clinic
Vet: Dr. John Hermann, DVM   (313) 686-5701

*Cash or Check (with valid I.D.),  Now Accepting mmmmm

We Offer
frOntline Plus!

neW flu VACCine fOr DOGs AVAilABle
DentistrY PACKAGes stArt @ $115

CAt neuters - $35

Fluff-N-Puff Pet Grooming
Clinics: Mondays 1p.m. - 4 p.m.  •  Fridays 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

36628 Goddard Rd., Romulus  734-229-0005

Visit Us At:
www.mobilevetclinic.biz

Upcoming Clinics:
PET SPA, 5260 Willis Rd., YPsilAnti, Sun., Nov. 11th, 4:30-6 p.m.
WILLIS FEED MILL, 10200 Railroad St., Willis, Mon., Nov. 12th, 5-6 p.m.
PET SPA 2, 970 Sumpter Rd., BelleVille, Sun., Nov. 18th, 4-6 p.m.
PET RESORT, 50425 Bemis Rd., BelleVille, Sun., Nov. 25th, 3-6 p.m.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At its regular meeting on Oct. 23, the 
Sumpter Township Board of Trustees heard 
a report that all but one township property 
owner seeking help with FEMA floodplain 
designation was able to avoid the costly 
insurance.
   A Hennessey Engineer reported on the 

Sumpter Twp. saved 72 property owners from flood insurance
FEMA floodplain project, explaining 
FEMA updated its 1981 floodplain map in 
February, putting some properties into the 
floodplain that weren’t there before.
   He said 91 properties called the township 
to seek help in getting out of the floodplain. 
Eighteen dropped out because they didn’t 
have mortgages or other reasons that 
would keep them from having to buy flood 

insurance.
   Of the 73 properties left, the township 
was able to save 72 property owners from 
having to buy the flood insurance, which 
runs about $2,000 a year.
   Each property owner paid a fee of $350 
to help with the engineer’s survey and 
paperwork for each parcel. Hennessey 
Engineers and the township also chipped 
in to offer the service to residents.
   In other business at the Oct. 23 meeting, 
the board:
   • Heard a report from Hennessey on 
the study of the eroded sewer wet well 
at Sumpter and Willis roads. He said it is 
deteriorating very slowly and they could 
patch it up now for $40,000 or wait and 
have it be a part of the proposed S-2 sewer 
project. The board took no action to do it 
now;
   • Approved holding Sumpter Fest over 
Memorial Day weekend in 2013;
   • Heard Supervisor Johnny Vawters 
report that there are several people wanting 
to rent the township’s medical building. He 
said Deputy Supervisor Craig Moody will 
research the offers and recommend one to 
the board;
   • Heard Fire Chief Joe Januszyk urge 
people to vote yes on the fire millage renewal 
and reminded them of the Haunted House 
at the fire hall on Halloween. He reported 
on the Michigan Township Association fire 
conference in Frankenmuth and said he 
received a lot of good information. Trustees 
Peggy Morgan and Bill Hamm (who is also 
a fire fighter) also attended the session and 
said they learned a lot;
   • Heard Treasurer John Morgan announce 
that his Deputy Treasurer Karen Armatis 
became one of two dozen people in the 
State of Michigan who have earned the 
Investment Management of Public Funds 
certification;
   • Approved spending up to $3,400 to 
repair two large Welcome to Sumpter 
Township signs that have been damaged;

   • Heard Van Buren School Board 
candidates Kathleen Kovach and Toni 
Hunt introduce themselves and note they 
both live in Sumpter Township and would 
like support from township residents;
   • Approved purchasing three grinder 
pumps plus parts totaling $10,941;
   • Approved the appointment of Sumpter 
Police Officer Chaim Kozak to a full-time 
police position;
   • Approved paying warrants totaling 
$192,072.02;
   • Heard resident Mary Ban tell the 
school board candidates that Sumpter was 
counting on the school district to help pay 
for the sanitary sewer in front of Elwell 
School, which had a failed septic system. 
Now Elwell is closed and the township 
owes $97 million on the sewer. Also, she 
said, “I have a real problem with the new 
superintendent. He should have a Doctor 
in Education degree before he starts telling 
people what to do.” She also mourns the 
loss of the high school building which 
could have been used as a library and she 
thinks the school board should look into 
uses of current buildings instead of tearing 
them down. Clerk Clarence Hoffman 
suggested Elwell school could be used as 
a library; and
   • Heard Trustee Peggy Morgan tell the 
candidates that two or three weeks earlier 
Sumpter Township sent a letter to the Van 
Buren School Board to ask for the newer 
playscape at Elwell that was paid for by 
Sumpter parents and could be used for 
one of the township parks. She said the 
superintendent said no and somebody else 
said no, so the township sent the letter to 
the school board, but the board has yet to 
receive the letter in their packets.

Dave, Marty Wilson
to present their year in 
Nigeria at 7 p.m., Nov. 8
   Dave and Marty Wilson of Van Buren 
Township will present “A Year in Nigeria 
at a Happier, Gentler Time” at 7 p.m., 
Thursday, Nov. 8, at the Belleville Area 
District Library, 167 Fourth St., Belleville.
   The Wilsons will look back on the year 
they spent with their four children in 
Nigeria -- 1964-65.
   The Wilsons say, “It was a delightful 
year; interesting country, friendly people, 
safe and easy travel, cultures that were 
fascinatingly different from our own. 
Nigeria, recently independent, was going 
to show the rest of Africa how it was done, 
and Nigerians and expatriates alike were 
filled with hope and optimism.
   “One can only hope that the years to come 
will bring peace and prosperity back to this 
beautiful country, now in such agonizing 
disarray,” they said.
   This event is part of the library’s 
Homegrown Knowledge Series. For more 
information, call the library at 699-3291.
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

“Fiction is obliged to stick to possibilities. 
Truth isn’t.”

Mark Twain

“Cauliflower is nothing but
 cabbage with a college education”

Mark Twain

“Life would be infinitely happier if we 
could only be born at the age of eighty and 

gradually approach eighteen. ”
Mark Twain
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HELP WANTED

Dedicated & Reliable 
Bus Drivers for

Permanent Positions 
for Van Buren Public 

Schools. Starting Pay: 
$11.50/hour.

Call 734-699-5100

HIRING FOR THE FALL

HELP WANTED

Dishwashers &
Experienced Pizza & 
Line Cooks Wanted.

Apply in Person
Tin Pan Restaurant
19350 Sumpter Rd.

(Next to Sumpter Ace Hardware)

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Feel good about the work that you do. Support persons
we serve in residential settings. Country home. Training 

provided. $8.00 total per hr. plus good benefits.
Call (734) 753-4804 New Boston
Email resume to: recruiter@questserv.org

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Join the team. Assist persons we 

serve in their home and community.  
$8.00 total per hr. plus good benefits.

Call (734)699-3808 or
(734)699-6543 Belleville.
Email resume to: recruiter@questserv.org

MOM TO MOM SALE

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real 
Estate Firm.  For appointment call             
(734) 697-1800                              TFN

------------
DRIVERS:  Dedicated Home Daily.  
CDL-A, 1 yr. OTR, $1000 Sign On 
Bonus.  Apply @ 320 Matzinger Rd. 
Toledo.  MTS                                    
 (800) 748-0192 x208, x214                11/08

------------
BELLEVILLE TRUCKING needs 
Drivers for auto parts to Detroit, 
Flint and Jackson.  Home every night.              
(313) 350-6875                                     11/25

------------

SERVICES

Call FIRST CLASS LANDSCAPING
(734) 699-4711

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
YEAR RouND SERvICES
Weekly Mowing, Aerations, 
De-Thatching, Seed & Sod, 

Tree, Brush & Stump Removal 
And Much More!

www.FIRSTCLASSLANDSCAPING.net

Take Advantage of Early Bird Rates!

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

------------
LOCAL HANDYMAN - SOME 
Jobs too LARGE - NO JOB too 
SMALL. Residential Power Washing.                  
LICENSED & REFERENCES.           
(734) 765-9224                         TFN

------------
C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions 
Discount Prices    - Guaranteed  !!!   
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

------------

Please help cure children 
with Duchenne MD
To the Editor:
   My name is Candice. I am the mother 
of two boys. Bailey is 10 and Zander is 1. 
In November of 2006, my husband Cory 
and I found out that Bailey has Duchenne 
Muscular Dystropy or DMD. It is a 
progressive muscle weakening and wasting 
disease.
   Muscle slowly, over time, breaks down 
and becomes scar tissue. Boys are typically 
who this affects and in some rare cases girls 
can also be affected. It is typically inherited 
from the mother and in Bailey’s case I am a 
carrier of the defective gene.
   The body lacks the ability to make a 
protein called dystrophin which what is 
needed to regenerate muscles and gain 
strength. That is the defect in the gene.
   Boys with this disease lose the ability 
to do most activities including walking, 
feeding themselves, etc. Majority of them 
end up in a wheelchair by the age of 12 and 
due to the disease eventually affecting the 
heart and lungs, majority of them do not 
live past their early 20s.
   There is no cure for this disease. There 
are treatments, but they only slow the 
progression of the disease. They don’t stop 
the effects.
   I have decided I am going to do all I can to 
help find a cure and raise the awareness of 
this disease no matter how hard it may be. 
I love my son with all my heart and I refuse 
to sit back and let this happen to him. We 
have learned to put our trust in God to pull 
us through this and fight as hard as we can. 
We need your help.
   This horrible disease affects 1 in every 
3,500 boys and their families. Research 
has come a long way and things continue 
to improve for research for a cure. The 
more of us that stand together and fight, the 
closer they will come and I have faith they 
will find a cure.
   Go to MDA.org to learn more and also 
like their page on Facebook for updates 
and ways to help. You can donate to any 
cause on the site including DMD research 
and summer camp for children with 
neuromuscular diseases which costs and 
average of $600-$800 per child. It is free 
to families affected by neuromuscular 
diseases. Please like our page on Facebook 
at Bailey’s Crusade for Hope or http://
facebook.com/BaileysCrusade .
Please keep our family in your prayers.

Candice
Sumpter Township

More Letters

Van Buren Twp. yard 
waste pickup ends the 
last full week of Nov.
   Van Buren Township residents are advised 
their yard waste pickup will end the last 
full week of November and will resume the 
first full week of April.
   Residents are reminded that if they are 
using a can, it must have a yard waste 
sticker. Turn the can so the sticker faces the 
street and place the container 10 feet from 
any garbage that is put out.
   Yard waste containers should not be any 
larger than a 32 gallon can and weigh no 
more than 50 pounds.
   Residents are advised to bundle all 
branches that are less than six inches in 
diameter. The bundles must be no larger 
than four feet in length and 18 inches 
around.
   Brush larger than six inches in diameter 
still must be bundled, but it is considered 
trash and will be picked up as such.
   For more information, call the township 
at 734-699-8926,

“Many a small thing has been made large by the right kind of advertising.”
Mark Twain
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GARAGE/YARD SALE

WANTED:
JUNK CARS
Running or Not. Top $

Paid. Call For Free
Pickup. Drive In For

Extra Dollars.
734-282-1700

WE BUY
JUNK CARS
7 Days A Week For

$300 & Up!
Cash Paid!

(734) 787-1444
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“Life would be infinitely happier if we 
could only be born at the age of eighty and 

gradually approach eighteen. ”
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The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper 

On The Web!

WANTED

PETS/LIVESTOCK MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

YEAR END SPECIAL!
$399* Moves you in until
JANUARY 1ST, 2013!!!!

Spacious 3 bedroom
2 bath Homes!

Starting as low as $749/month!
Call Sun Homes Today
888-235-4695

Or apply online
www.4lakeview.com

EHO   Expires January 1, 2013
*some restrictions apply

FREE

“The liberties of a people never were, 
nor ever will be, secure, when the 
transactions of their rulers may be 
concealed from them.”

— Patrick Henry

FOR RENT

Swan Creek MHC
Homes Available For 
Rent From $660 Per 

Month. Call Us Today At
(734) 961-4707

PAY ONLY $0 FIRST 
MONTHS RENT!

EstatE salE
Friday & Saturday • Nov. 9-10

9 a.m. – 4 p.m.
1297 Lakepointe Pass, 

Belleville
Stunning Marble Dining Table, 8 
Parsons Chairs & China Cabinet, 

Brunswick Pool Table, Welding Table, 
Snow Plow Blades, Desks, Dressers, 

Assorted Furniture & Clothing.
(386) 341-4492

MOVING SALE - 46764 McBRIDE.  
Nov. 9-11, 10-6 p.m.  Furniture, 
Stove, Household items, Computer w/
Desk, Clothes, Ashton Dolls in boxes 
(Mint Condition).                          11/08

------------

DETROIT TIGERS Autographed 
Baseball from 1972, VGC, $375.  Vintage 
Detroit Tiger Jacket, 1982, VGC, 
$75.  Second Tiger Jacket, VGC, $50.              
(734) 740-8285                        11/08

------------
8’ SOLID OAK Hercules Pool Table in 
excellent condition w/leather pockets 
& complete new felt, 1¾” Slate top.             
(734) 654-9387                                     11/08

------------
60’ CYCLONE FENCE complete with 8 
poles, clamps, fasteners.  Still like new.  
$60   (734) 697-0212                            11/08

------------
GE PROFILE Side by Side white 
refreshment center refrigerator.  23.5 cu ft. 
Monitor system, Water, Cubed & Crushed 
ice & Door alarm.  $500  Contact Brenda 
at      (313) 418-9436                            11/15

------------
(2) CEMETERY PLOTS in Knollwood  
Memorial Park, 1299 Ridge Rd. Plymouth 
Section 170, Lots 1&2.  $1,095 for both.  
(734) 461-4926                                     11/15

------------
TALL PATIO Propane heater, Black 
and Decker electric hedge trimmer, 
Metal porch bench.  Make Offer.                     
(734) 941-7290                        11/15

------------
FRIGIDAIRE ELECTRIC STOVE.  2 
yrs. old, Black, Spotless, Door window, 
Have paper work.  $400 new, Asking $250.  
Moving Must Sell.  (734) 985-1543     11/22

------------

MOM2MOM SALE and Bake Sale.  Faith 
Assembly Church, 894 E. Huron River Dr.  
November 10th from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m.    11/08

------------

FOR SALE

MOM TO MOM SALE

(8) ROTTWEILER PUPPIES, 5 Females, 
$250 ea., 3 Males, $200 ea.  Ready      
Nov. 1st.  Dew claws cut, tails clipped.    
(734) 559-4553                          11/29

------------
(3) HUSKY PUPPIES.  1 Female, 
2 Males.  Will have first set of 
shots.  If interested contact me at 
charlinelaw@hotmail.com                11/08

------------

C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions 
Discount Prices  -  Guaranteed!             (734) 
282-1700                                      TFN

------------ 

VEHICLE FOR SALE

------------
ST.VINCENT DePAUL is in need of 
your CLEAN in Working Condition 
useable stoves, refrigerators, washers 
& dryers.  For needy families in 
Belleville, Van Buren & Sumpter areas.                      
(734) 461-2763                         TFN

------------
WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS 
for the homeless.  Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.   
(734) 697-5600                          TFN

------------
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS 
of Shampoo, Toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit.   Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.      
(734) 697-5600                           TFN

------------
WANTED - ICE SKATES for the Family 
Ice Rink at Winter Fest.  Will accept 
used & new skates.  Drop off skates at 
Davenport Brothers Construction Co., 
299 Industrial Pk. Dr. in Belleville.     TFN

------------

APRIL WELSING                     HIGH ST.
YOU’VE  Won a dozen free  roses.  Pick 
them up at Main St. Flowers downtown, 
Belleville.  (734) 697-7400 or www.
mainstreetflowersbelleville.com   TFN

------------

CHILD’S JACKET w/ valuables in 
pocket. Found at St. Anthony’s Church 
parking lot.  Call with description.             
(734) 587-2206                           11/15

------------

FOUND

------------
NEW BOSTON - 1 BR. DUPLEX.  
C/A & Heat.  1 mile from freeway.  
Immediate occupancy.  $500/mo. Plus 
security.  (734) 740-3515                       TFN

------------
HOME FOR RENT.  ROMULUS Area.  
3 BR. Plus.  $750/mo.                       
 (734) 417-7759                             11/22

------------
LAKE FRONT - 1 BR., 1 Bath Apt.      
w/Fireplace, New kitchen.  Park like 
setting.  Great Sun Sets.  No Pets, No 
smoking.  $675/mo.  Heat included.       
(734)  968-8897                                    11/29

------------
WATERFRONT CONDO.  2 BR., 2 
Bath.   Appliances, Ceiling fans, A/C, 
Deck & Pool.  $950/mo.  Plus security.  
(734) 883-5641                                     11/01

------------
2 BR. APT. corner of 5th & Liberty St.  
$595/mo. Plus security.  Includes heat   
& water.  1 yr. lease.  Must have good 
credit.  No Pets.  (734) 945-2409          TFN

------------
3 BR. HOUSE in Taylor.  Lg. Fenced 
yard.  $800/mo. Plus security.               Karen  
(734) 941-9567                        11/08

------------
BEAUTIFUL 2 BR. TOWNHOUSE.  
Enclosed private yard/deck, pool &   
Free storage.  See It Now.  $800/mo. Plus 
security.  (734) 697-8529                     11/15

------------

HOMES FOR SALE

HANDYMAN BLOWOUT!
HOMES FOR $1!
Many to Choose.
Available Now.
Call Donna!!!

Bankruptcy, Foreclosures,
and Bad Credit OK!

Accepting All Applications!

RAWSONVILLE WOODS

734-461-6700

MOBILE HOME FOR SALE

Only $699 Per Month!
Swan Creek MHC

3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths
Call Us Today At

(734) 961-4707

BrAnd new HOMeS
AvAilABle!
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Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

The following are selected runs for VBT Police. 
For more detailed police logs, see www.
bellevilleareaindependent.com .

Sunday, Oct. 28:
   0028 – malicious destruction of property, 6821 
Sadie Ln.
   0311 – disturbance, 6031 Victoria St.
   0444 – fight, 2033 Rawsonville
   0919 – larceny, 44199 Timberview Ct.
   1101 – malicious destruction of property, 47179 
Ayres Ave.
   1206 – larceny, 9645 Belleville Rd.
   1351 – assault & battery, 83 Maple Dr.
   1445 – malicious destruction of property, 43540 
Robson Rd.
   1543 – fraud, Walmart
   1831 – noise complaint, 9655 Wildflower Ct.
   1900 – narcotics crime, 41431 S. Bellridge Dr.
   1941 – holdup alarm, 13584 Country Walk Blvd.
   2049 – fraud, Meijer
   2056 – property damage accident, Tyler/Beck
   2323 – assault & battery, 41462 W. Archwood Dr.
Monday, Oct. 29:
   0036 – local ordinance, 50778 Michigan Ave., Hot 
Spot
   0410 – assault & battery, 10895 Oak Lane
   0739 – assault & battery, 49745 Mott, W Sector
   0742 – breaking & entering, 9696 Jackson St.
   0857 – breaking & entering, 9814 Jackson St.
   1008 – larceny, 2035 Rawsonville Rd.
   1211 – hospice, 9667 Wildflower Ct.
   1404 – lake complaint, 49058 Peninsular Dr.
   1547 – retail fraud, Meijer
   1817 – fraud, Meijer
   1953 – operating while intoxicated, Tyler School
   2057 – harassment call, Belleville/Ecorse
Tuesday, Oct. 30:
   0055 – assault & battery, 8248 Marlowe Ave.
   0814 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 11036 
Jackson St.
   0819 – suspicious situation, 1050 Savage Rd.
   1010 – malicious destruction of property, 11000 
Lighthouse Dr.
   1439 – larceny from auto, 41555 S. Bellridge Dr.
   1531 – private property accident, Crossroads
   1549 – assault & battery, 48721 Denton Rd.
   1701 – property damage accident, 3025 Michigan
   1730 – larceny, Kmart
   1812 – narcotics crime, 46425 Tyler Rd.
   2125 – narcotics crime, 11302 Westlake
   2239 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 11530 
Belleville Rd.
   2311 – noise complaint, 7617 Kirkridge Park Dr.
Wednesday, Oct. 31:
   0014 – missing person, 42 Birch Dr.
   0159 – assault & battery, 11150 Oak Lane
   0804 – property damage accident, 9853 Wheeler St
   0830 – larceny, 48644 Bemis Rd.
   0851 – assault & battery, 6 Main
   0856 – assault & battery, 6 Main
   0904 – malicious destruction of property, 11520 
Beckley
   0907 – larceny from auto, 48361 Bayshore Dr.
   1140 – larceny, 13386 Lake Point Blvd.
   1224 – private property accident, 42350 Van Born
   1442 – private property accident, Meijer
   1600 – assault & battery, Westlake
   1654 – property damage accident, Tyler/Andover
   1657 – personal injury accident, Tyler/Lancaster
   1732 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave.  / 
Denton Rd.
   1946 – malicious destruction of property, 9893 
Dartmoor Cir.
   1953 – juvenile complaint, 7992 Kirkridge Park Dr
   2100 – suspicious  situation, 43602 Revere Dr.
   2308 – property damage accident, Grove / 
Rawsonville
   2331 – disturbance, 48870 Denton Rd.
   2356 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 48541 S. 
I-94 Service Dr.
Thursday, Nov. 1:
   0515 – suspicious person, Bemis/Sumpter
   0558 – larceny from auto, 10667 Oak Lane
   1021 – agency assist, 209 Sugarbush
   1121 – property damage accident, Savage Rd.  / 
Lenmoore Ave.
   1234 – larceny from auto, 10667 Oak Lane

   1455 – trespassing, 23 Locust Dr.
   1520 – fraud, 1 Village Center Dr.
   1530 – private property accident, Belleville Rd. / N. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   1550 – property damage accident, WB I-94 / 
Rawsonville
   1658 – malicious destruction of property, 9304 
Parkwood
   1732 – unattended death, 6000 Victoria St.
   1837 – operating while intoxicated, N. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Belleville Rd.
   1920 – breaking & entering, 9802 Jackson St.
   1954 – suspicious person, 41233 Savage Rd.
   2026 – assault & battery, 9285 Parkwood Dr.
   2251 – narcotics crime, 46425 Tyler Rd.
Friday, Nov. 2:
   0007 – personal injury accident, Rawsonville / 
Grove
   0113 – suspicious person, 41601 S. Bellridge Dr.
   0311 – larceny from auto, 10754 Oak Lane
   0419 – suspicious person, Belleville/Denton
   0425 – noise complaint, 48920 Denton Rd.
   0516 – breaking & entering, 15400 Sumpter Rd.
   0824 – suspicious person, Country Walk
   0835 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd.
   0910 – larceny, 10118 Wheeler St.
   1049 – trespassing, 14215 Red Oak Dr.
   1139 – breaking & entering, 15400 Sumpter Rd.
   1237 – property damage accident, 9041 Parkwood
   1303 – malicious destruction of property, 10702 
Oak Lane
   1511 – fight, Green Meadows
   1522 – suspicious situation, 50290 Michigan Ave.
   1543 – property damage accident, 1200 Savage
   1553 – fight, N. I-94 Service Dr./Archwood
   1654 – missing person, 6700 Rogers Ave.
   1710 – fight, Tyler Rd. / Springwood Blvd.
   1737 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Van Born Rd.
   1748 – property damage accident, 9800 Belleville
   1834 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Van Born Rd.
   1903 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.  / 
Ecorse Rd.
   2050 – fraud, Meijer
   2248 – malicious destruction of property, 41455 S. 
Bellridge Dr.
Saturday, Nov. 3
   0022 – suspicious person, 46870 Bemis Rd.
   0856 – malicious destruction of property, 11637 
Meadows Circle
   0903 – domestic violence, 9469 Van Buren St.
   1242 – suspicious situation, 51005 Old Michigan
   1243 – fraud, 11607 Meadows Ct.
   1457 – noise complaint, 7730 Kirkridge Park Dr.
   1536 – private property accident, 46141 Village 
Green Ln.
   1647 – private property accident, 40473 Alden Ave
   1722 – retail fraud, Meijer
   1803 – breaking & entering, 43646 N. I-94 Service 
Dr.
   1909 – assault & battery, Meijer
   2122 – noise complaint, 11695 Meadows Lane
   2326 – malicious destruction of property, 43936 
Timberview Ct.
Also on this week’s log are 211 traffic stops, 39 of 
which were on the I-94 freeway.

Sunday, Oct. 28:
   0058 – parking complaint, Dos Rios/Carmell
   0018 – civil matter, 6 Main St.
   1820 – intrusion alarm, 575 W. Columbia Ave.
   2229 – parking complaint, 451 E. Waterbury Ct.
Monday, Oct. 29:
   0505 – larceny, 174 Belle Villa Blvd.
   0739 – all other traffic, 551 E. Thornhill Ct.
   1049 – suspicious person, 254 E. Huron River Dr.
   1313 – welfare check, 60 Main St.
   1508 – larceny, 232 Belle Villa Blvd.
   1631 – lost property, Fifth/Main
   1701 – background investigation, 6 Main St.
   1744 – assist fire dept., 241 Church St.
   1905 – motorist assist, Main St./First St.
   1936 – assist fire dept., 15 Carmell St.
Tuesday, Oct. 30:
   0006 – serve warrant, 221 Henry St.

   0017 – follow up, 89 Carmell St.
   1156 – E-911 hang up/investigation, 87 Carmell
   1238 – E-911 hang up/investigation, 48 Henry
   1438 – hospice, 127 Carmell
   1633 – background  investigation, 6 Main St.
   1838 – suspicious person, 59 Loza Lane
Wednesday, Oct. 31:
   0021 – suspicious situation, 45 N. Edgemont
   1152 – weapons violation, 42975 Savage
   1313 – background investigation, 6 Main St.
   1323 – property damage accident, 500 Main St.
   1515 – civil matter, 275 W. Columbia Ave., 
Columbia Court
   1643 – welfare check, 374 W. Columbia Ave.
   1645 – larceny, 134 Carmell St.
   1811 – assist fire dept., 50 South St.
   1840 – trespassing, 275 W. Columbia Ave., 
Columbia Ct.
   2019 – animal complaint, BHS
   2325 – suspicious situation, 275 W. Columbia Ave., 
Columbia Ct.
   2342 – assist fire dept., 37 Madelon St.
Thursday, Nov. 1:
   0149 – assist fire dept., 52 Carmell St.
   0831 – malicious destruction of property, 305 High
   0845 – juvenile complaint, 400 Sumpter Rd.
   1040 – follow up, 209 Sugarbush
   1113 – all other traffic, N. Edgemont/E. Huron River 
Dr.
   1257 – welfare check, 6 Main St.
   1415 – civil matter, 401 Estrada
   1451 – agency assist, 210 Henry St.
   1540 – harassment call, 6 Main St.
   1801 – harassment call, 6 Main St.
   2014 – assault & battery, BHS
   2219 – assist fire dept., 176 W. Columbia Ave.
Friday, Nov. 2:
   1300 – traffic complaint, Denton/N. Liberty St.
   1829 – property check, 541 W. Huron River Dr.
   2354 – found property, 19903 Sumpter Rd.
Saturday, Nov. 3:
   0808 – intrusion alarm, 50 South St.
   0819 – P.b.t. alcohol, 6 Main St.
   1212 – assist citizen, 6 Main St.
   2301 – operating while intoxicated, Main/South
Also on this week’s log are 56 traffic stops.

Sunday, Oct. 28:
   0502 – alarm, 17000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0510 – alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1100 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1506 – juvenile complaint, 17000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1738 – ordinance violation, 19000 bl. Clark Rd.
   1804 – fire dept. assist, Rustic Lane
   2001 – follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   2024 – alarm, Carriage Lane
   2050 – suspicious incident, Creekside
Monday, Oct. 29:
   0319 – follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   1050 – suspicious vehicle, Martinsville/Arkona
   1303 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1403 – civil dispute, 51000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1407 – traffic hazard, 48000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1509 – well-being check, Carriage Lane
   1600 – civil  dispute, 46000 bl. Executive Dr.
   1631 – family trouble, 46000 bl. Judd Rd.
   2043 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   2115 – family trouble, 22000 bl. Clark Rd.
   2206 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   2214 – alarm, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2304 – suspicious vehicle, Carriage Lane
Tuesday, Oct. 30:
   0026 – threats, 19000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   0640 – traffic hazard, Rawsonville/Judd
   0729 – fire dept. assist, Arizona
   0933 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1403 – harassment, Edgewood
   1450 – down wires, 44000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   1535 – suspicious vehicle, Willis/Rawsonville
   1743 – well-being check, Nevada
   1753 – suspicious person, Carriage Lane
   1854 – malicious destruction of property, Carriage 
Lane
   2036 – fire dept. assist, California
   2121 – suspicious incident, Wyoming
   2206 – violation public health code, Carriage Lane
   2312 – threats, Wyoming

Wednesday, Oct. 31:
   0858 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1115 – civil dispute, 24000 bl. Carleton West Rd.
   1245 – follow-up investigation, 19000 bl. Sumpter
   1259 – larceny, Arizona
   1413 – follow-up investigation, out of township
   1641 – animal complaint, 20000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1656 – follow-up investigation, Vermont
   1743 – suspicious incident, 24000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1747 – mental health commitment, 7800 bl. Oakville 
Waltz Rd.
   1808 – warrant arrest, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1955 – citizen assist, 10000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   2006 – minor in possession, Sumpter/Kozma
   2211 – fight, 25000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2242 – 911 hangup, 26000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Thursday, Nov. 1:
   1152 – down wires, 29000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1210 – larceny, Nevada
   1413 – animal complaint, Rustic Ln.
   1422 – family trouble, 51000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1543 – civil dispute, 23000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1547 – follow-up investigation, 48000 bl. Willis
   1601 – follow-up investigation, Pecan
   1714 – animal complaint, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1744 – fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1755 – suspicious incident, Delaware
   1824 – threats, Rustic Lane
Friday, Nov. 2:
   0158 – alarm, 20000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   0813 – property damage accident, 47000 bl. Bemis
   0849 – animal complaint, 25000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0907 – larceny, 25000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1401 – civil dispute, 26000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1554 – fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1809 – property damage accident, Martinsville / 
Oakville Waltz
   2040 – fire dept. assist, Rustic Lane
   2136 – suspicious person, 48000 bl. Willow Rd.
Saturday, Nov. 3:
   0952 – animal complaint, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1109 – property damage accident, Willis/Sumpter
   1121 – breaking & entering report, 23000 bl. Elwell 
Rd.
   1152 – 911 hangup, 46000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1234 – shots fired investigation, Karr/Willis
   1507 – assault, 20000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1552 – fire dept. assist, Arizona
   1607 – animal complaint, 19000 bl. Martinsville
   1719 – suspicious vehicle, 40000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1820 – suspicious person, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2214 – suspicious vehicle, 39000 bl. Willow Rd.
   2325 – family trouble
Also on this week’s log are 27 miscellaneous details, 
132 patrol checks, and 60 traffic stops.    

Belleville runners 
shine at Cross Country 
regional meet

By Bob Mytych
Independent Sports Editor

BROWNSTOWN TWP. -- The Belleville 
Tigers girls’ and boys’ cross country teams 
both finished strong at last week’s state 
regional meet, held Oct. 27 at Lake Erie 
Metropark.

The Lady Tigers were led by senior 
Brianna Schofield, who turned in the top 
time of 20:47, which helped her team 
place third overall with a team score of 
72. Belleville’s Ryann Patton (21:56) 
and Kaitlin McCafferty took seventh and 
eighth places respectively. Other top times 
included Rachel Conners (24:23) and 
Samantha Mall (25:07). 

On the boys’ side, the Tigers finished in 
fourth place with a score of 116. Pacers for 
the team included Devin Stevens (17:58), 
Jacob McClinton (19:09), Josh Sterly 
(19:25), David Dale (19:45), and Aaron 
Shultz (20:25).
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Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

Upcoming Meetings

Cindi’s Happy Home
Daycare

* Over 17 Years Experience *
Monday-Friday 6:30am-5:30pm (flexible)

* Infants & Toddlers Welcome * Snacks & Lunch Provided
* CPR and First-Aid Certified * Full Time
* Daily Pre-School Program * Reasonable Rates
* FIA Accepted  * Latch Key

*If you are seeking quality Daycare for your child, feel free to call.

CINDI (734) 699-1538

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

VISIT OUR PET ADOPTION EVENT
NOVEMBER 17 AT PETCO – WESTLAND!

“Many a small thing has been made large by the right kind of advertising.”
Mark Twain

8771 Ida-Maybee Rd.
Maybee, MI
734.587.8615

Mon-Fri   8am-7pm, 
Sat  8am-5pm,  Sun 10am-5pm

www.banaslumber.com

MUMS &
ASTERS

25% OFF
Originally $6-$25 - Now $4.50-$18.75

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Belleville Police Chief Gene Taylor, who 
has been off work since he collapsed at 
home in June, has gone back to work for 
the city police department as a corporal.
   He was back on the job Oct. 31.
   On Monday afternoon, Belleville City 
Manager Diane Kollmeyer explained to the 
Independent that Taylor will be working 
as a corporal for six months and Interim 
Police Chief Hal Berriman will hopefully 
continue to fill in for that period.
   Kollmeyer said after six months there will 
be a reevaluation and a decision whether to 
reinstate him as chief. She said she didn’t 
want to get into more detail than that.
   She said Taylor is an excellent police 
officer.
   Kollmeyer said Taylor is healthy and his 
own doctor and a physician hired by the 
city declared him fit to work.
   On Monday night, the Belleville City 
Council approved a budget amendment to 
take money from the fund balance to pay 
$960 for professional services by a city-
selected physician for a medical exam 
for “a current employee who has been off 
on medical leave for an extended period 
of time.” There was no discussion on the 
item.

Belleville Police Chief Gene Taylor 
will serve 6 months as corporal

   Taylor said he is glad to be back to work 
and currently is on a 7:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m., 
Monday through Friday, schedule.
   He said it would be inappropriate for him 
to comment further.

   • Thursday, Nov. 8 – Sumpter Township 
Planning Commission, 7 p.m. Also, 
Belleville Planning Commission, 7:30 
p.m.
   • Monday, Nov. 12 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS 
mini-auditorium
   • Tuesday, Nov. 13 – Van Buren Township 
September Days Senior Endowment 
Committee, 11 a.m. Also, VBT LDFA, 2 
p.m. Also, Sumpter Township workshop at 
6 p.m., followed by regular meeting at 6:30 
p.m. Also, VBT Board of Zoning Appeals, 
7 p.m. Also, Belleville Area District Library 
Board, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Nov. 14 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 
p.m.
   • Monday, Nov. 19 – Van Buren 
Township Board of Trustees work/study, 
4 p.m. Also, Van Buren Public Schools 
Board of Education work/study, 7 p.m., 
Administration Building. Also, Belleville 
City Council special joint meeting with 
Belleville DDA at 6 p.m., followed by 
regular council meeting at 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Nov. 20 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees, 7:30 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Nov. 21 – South Huron 
Valley Utility Authority, 10 a.m., 
Brownstown Township Hall. Also, Van 
Buren Township Planning Staff Review, 
1-4 p.m. Also, Belleville Downtown 
Development Authority, 6 p.m. Also, VBT 
Environmental Commission, 7 p.m.
   • Monday, Nov. 26 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS 
mini-auditorium
   • Tuesday, Nov. 27 – Van Buren Township 
Downtown Development Authority, 5:30 
p.m. Also, Sumpter Township workshop 
at 6 p.m., followed by regular meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. Also, VBT Water & Sewer 
Commission, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Nov. 28 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 
p.m.
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Customers can enter a drawing to win an all-new 2013 Ford Fusion.1

Ford will make a $10 donation to Van Buren Public Schools Foundation for every person 
who attends the event.2

Preregister online for a chance to win American Idol® tickets.1

Customers will also get a chance to audition to become an American Idol guest judge.

Register at randomactsoffusion.com/finalact

Dealership Website Address

Belleville-Area Independent

$00,000

2013 FUSION/
FUSION HYBRID

All-new interior and exterior design
The 2013 Fusion Hybrid

has best-in-class fuel economy3

Two available EcoBoost®

turbo engine choices

Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
 9800 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI

(734) 697-9161
www.atchinson.net

THe FIRST 50 CUSTOmeRS
THROUgH THe DOOR wIll 

geT A TURkeY jUST
FOR COmINg!

Willis Feed & Country Store
10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan

(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Huge Pet goat Sale!
Our goats are back from the petting zoos and looking for new homes. All of our 
goat prices have been reduced by $20 to ensure rapid placement. So come on 
down and see how friendly our goats are (they also make great lawnmowers).

We carry a wide variety of:
ÿ Dog and Cat Food
ÿ Wild Bird Seed, Squirrel Food
ÿ Horse and Livestock Feed
ÿ Hay and Straw
ÿ Country Crafts
ÿ Critters such as Goats, Rabbits, Chicks Etc.

Like Us On

FALL... THE PERFECT SEASON OF CHANGE!
Have you considered moving into a new home?

Now is the perfect time! We are offering finance programs
and incentives for all types of credit.

Save $100 Off LOt Rent fOR 12 MOnthS!
nO SecuRity DepOSit anD fiRSt MOnth LOt Rent paiD!

Country setting. Minutes from Downtown Belleville & freeways.
Lincoln Schools ~ Pet Friendly! 

Van Buren Estates
Call Joy for details @

(734) 697-6159
Or visit our website www.FranklinHomeSales.com/VB

“Like” Van Buren Estates
Manufactured Home Community
On Facebook and stay up to date
on our newest homes and incentives!

Have you thought about living in a manufactured 
home but didn’t want to buy one. Check out our 

lease with option to buy program.


