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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
Children hunted for Easter eggs at Graham Park in Sumpter Township last Saturday 
afternoon, bundled up against a chilly, grey day. The annual event was put on by the 
Sumpter Township Parks and Recreation Commission. This Saturday, Flop E. Bunny 

A friendly, fuzzy Easter Bunny was in 
charge of festivities at Sumpter Township’s 
Easter event for children last Saturday.

will come to Victory Park at Five Points in 
Belleville at noon for a pre-Easter party, 
where pictures with the bunny are free, 
courtesy of the Belleville Central Business 
Community. Also on Saturday, Open Arms 
Lutheran Church on Belleville Road invites 
the public to its annual Easter Egg Hunt 
beginning at 10 a.m.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Last week end the Skate Park in Belleville 
was hit hard by vandalism and graffiti, 
leading city officials to seek a possible 
early closure of the park, if Wayne County 
officials agree.
   The park was funded in part by the county, 
with one of the stipulations being that the 
city keep it going for at least 10 years. The 
10 years expires in June, but the costs of 
constantly repairing the fence and using 
city resources to paint over the profanity is 
causing concern.
   At Monday’s regular meeting of the 
Belleville City Council, Keith Boc gave 
another report on the current condition of 
the Skate Park.
   He noted it was “hit hard” again last 
weekend and now the park is full of 
obscenities which cost money and city 
worker time to paint over.
   When asked if he couldn’t just leave the 
obscenities, he said studies show that the 
faster you get rid of graffiti the better it is, 
since graffiti draws more graffiti.
   He said the “FU” letters are as large as a 
grown man.
   Councilwoman Kim Tindall asked if 
the city could close down the park early, 
claiming it’s closed for repair until June? 
Council members were skeptical if the 
county would allow that.
   Boc said the fence has been torn down 
again. He said as soon as the city puts up a 
new fence, the vandals tear it down.
   Councilwoman Tindall asked if it’s worth 
putting the fence up at all.
   City Manager Diana Kollmeyer said there 
is a liability issue and the city has to secure 
the facility.
   Boc said the kids using the Skate Park 
are all using bicycles and no skateboards, 
even though there’s a big sign warning that 
bicycles are not allowed.
   He complained about a letter from Bob 

City Manager to discuss status of 
Skate Park with Wayne County

Balderston published in the Independent 
last week encouraging bicycle use of the 
skate park.
   “It’s not for bicycles,” Boc emphasized.
   “When school closes for the summer, it 
will be even worse,” Boc forecast.
   “Can we contact the county?” Tindall 
asked.
   City Manager Kollmeyer said she could 
contact the county officials and make a 
case with them, explaining how much the 
city has spent trying to keep it open.
   Kollmeyer said she will explore options.
   In other business at Monday’s 20-minute 
meeting, the council:
   • Approved accounts payable of 
$131,930.48, including departmental 
purchases over $500: to BioCare, $2,733 
for Fire Department physicals; and to Ed 
Smith, $638.48 for CERTS trainers fee 
reimbursement, out of Police/DF funds;
   • Heard Fire Fighter Collette McClinton 
announce that the Fire Department will be 
celebrating 100 years this summer and they 
are getting plans together to present to the 
council at its next meeting. They would 
like to celebrate on Oct. 13, which is the 
same day as Harvest Fest. Retired Fire 
Fighter Bill Emerson has been researching 
and writing a history of the department;
   • Heard Tom Fielder announce that Flop 
E. Bunny is coming to Victory Park at noon 
on Saturday and the Historical Society will 
be hosting a lecture on the Civil War on 
April 21. Also the Parks and Recreation 
Commission has set a special event from 
noon to 4 p.m. on April 28 at Village Park, 
“Let’s Go Fly a Kite,” with advice on kites, 
demonstrations, and refreshments by the 
Belleville Area Council for the Arts;
   • Heard Boc offer to pick up the five 
entries in the Bunnies on Main contest until 
after Tuesday’s forecast rain and then put 
them up afterward to stay in place until the 
contest is up. The DPS installed the bunnies 
on lamp downtown and Boc said he will 

reinstall them after the rain, since some are 
fragile and would be ruined. “I’ve always 
been fond of bunnies,” he explained;
   • Heard Councilman Jack Loria explain 
that the colorful shirt he was wearing 
was created locally to celebrate National 
Autism Awareness Day, which was April 
2. He said he was proud to say that he 
presently is working at Elwell Elementary 
School with five autistic young men; and
   • Heard Police Chief Gene Taylor say his 
American Pride project is going well and 
there have been 100 flags sold. He said he 
has noticed more residents flying their flags. 
Chief Taylor said he has received inquiries 
from Dearborn, Milan, and Dexter on 
the flag project. His goal is to have every 
residence and business flying an American 
flag on Flag Day, June 14.
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Visit www.burhopscollision.com

734-699-3641
Weekdays 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Serving the Local Area Since 1946
Loaner Vehicles Available
State Certified Technicians

Deductible Assistance Available
We Work With All Insurance Co.

Limited Lifetime Guarantee
Glass Replacement/Chip Repair

Towing Available

112 Davis Street, Belleville
South of 5-Points parallel with railroad tracks

Affordable Veterinary Clinic

835 Sumpter Rd., Belleville

(734) 699-3800

Complete, Affordable
Health Care for Pets

Lowest PriCes in town
• Pocket Pets
• Birds

• Exotics
• House Calls

Dukes Veterinary Mobile Service
(734) 699-7860

Offer valid in clinic only. May not be combined with any
 offer. Valid with coupon only. Expires 3-31-12

Dog & Cat
Shot Packages

$5000

FULL
COLOR

Office: 734-753-4905
Ken: 734-250-1968
Mark: 734-502-3383

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES

2ND GENERATION ROOFERS

FOOD SO GOOD, IT’LL KNOCK YOUR BOX OFF!

562 Main Street, Belleville

Carry OutS (734) 391-8281
NEW SPRING HOURS:

MONday-SatURday 10aM-9PM; SUNday 11aM-7PM

Fresh Gourmet Deli,
BurGers & salaDs.

CARHOPPING
STARTS

MONDAY,
APRIL 2!

“home oF the

Whole Damn

thinG sanDWich

challenGe”

FREE ROOTBEER FLOAT WITH ANY 
MEAL PURCHASE - CARHOP ONLY

lunCh BOx
Delivery StartS

May 1St!

Watch For
the Grand openinG

oF the neW
outdoor patio!

For all of your outdoor needs
•  Landscape design/install
•  New and renovations
•  Ponds, waterfalls, streams
•  Brick pavers, Flagstone
•  Retaining walls
•  Grading and draining issues
•  Boulders and boulder walls
•  Sod and sod repairs
•  Putting greens(real or synthetic)
•  Gravel drive restoration
•  Licensed & Insured

TKO is a landscape company located here 
in Belleville. With over 25 years experience, 
we can transform any property into a thing of 
beauty. We do all types of landscaping from 

new construction to planting annuals and 
anything in between. If you can dream it, we 
can make it a reality. We offer discounts to 
police/fire personnel, military families and 

seniors (60+). Spring is here so don’t hesitate 
to call to discuss your needs.

Tony Koenig Outdoors
Belleville, Mi.
734-732-0679

tkoenigoutdoors@aol.com

Relax!  We Do It All!
Year Round Business, Not Part Time Job!

Family Owned & Operated
Fully Licensed & Insured

Weekly Maintenance Cut & Trim.
Edge Bi-Weekly.

Same Work Crew Each Week!
Same Service Day Each Week!

We Work Monday – Friday
To Fit Your Schedule!

(734) 740-1569
or

(734) 718-0728

ServiceS Starting aS Low aS $18
aeration SpeciaL aS Low aS $40

• Spring & FaLL cLean Up
• FertiLization
• Bed Maintenance

• power waShing

$5 OFF*

Any Service With thiS Ad!
*New Customers Only.
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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
Breana Smith, 16, at right, shows off her Dean’s List certificate from Eastern Michigan 
University with her mother, Marion Smith.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Breana Smith of Sumpter Township, who 
celebrated her 16th birthday on March 24, 
recently was named to the Dean’s List for 
the Fall 2011 Semester at Eastern Michigan 
University.
   This was the first time she qualified for the 
Dean’s List, which required being enrolled 
for a certain number of college credits. By 
the end of this semester she will have 38 
credits at EMU.
   Breana is the daughter of Gary and Marion 
Smith of Elwell Road. She has been pretty-
much home-schooled until joining the 
Early College Alliance at EMU.
   She technically is a junior at Milan High 
School, although she has never attended 
that school. She will probably graduate 
early from Milan, with a high school 
diploma, since her requirements will be 
completed through the ECA program.
   With the ECA program, the cooperating 
high school gets 15% of the per-pupil state 
aid and EMU gets the rest. Breana doesn’t 
have to pay tuition or buy books, since it is 
paid through state aid.
   The ECA program allows high school 
students to take classes at EMU, while still 
being a high school student, proving the 

Sumpter Township teenager makes 
Dean’s List at Eastern Mich. Univ.

theory that students can successfully take 
high school and college classes at the same 
time.
   Several high schools in Washtenaw 
County participate in ECA, including Ann 
Arbor and the Washtenaw Intermediate 
School District. Each high school gets a 
certain number of slots in the program.
   The beginning ECA courses teach the 
basics of college learning, making sure the 
student has the skills to succeed.
   Marion Smith said under ECA, a student 
can earn up to 60 credits, which is half of a 
bachelor’s degree. She said it is very much 
appreciated since college tuition costs are 
so high.
   Breana attended Kindergarten at Summit 
Academy and Bethany, but then was 
home-schooled as a first grader. She went 
to Keystone Academy for second grade, 
but only stayed three weeks. She has been 
home schooled since then, until starting 
her EMU classes, which provide both high 
school and college credits.
   Breana is in a home-school choir and the 
Bethany Bible Church choir. She attends 
Bethany Church, takes music and vocal 
lessons, and does competitive dance at 
P&P Dance Centre in Belleville.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Standards of Conduct for the volunteer/ 
paid-per-call Fire Department were 
tabled for the second time by the Sumpter 
Township Board of Trustees at its regular 
meeting March 27.
   Township Attorney Rob Young said 
officials are still working on it and when it 
is done, he’ll bring it back to the table. He 
asked that it be tabled again and the board 
unanimously agreed.
   The Standards of Conduct were first 
tabled at the March 13 board meeting, 
but at the same meeting the board did 
approve a related document, the Standard 
of Procedures.
   Both documents were presented by a 
committee made up of Treasurer John 
Morgan, Trustee Peggy Morgan, and Clerk 
Clarence Hoffman whose goal was to 
review Fire Department rules.
   At the March 13 meeting, Fire Chief Les 
Powell objected to some of the new rules. 
Treasurer Morgan, who was presiding in 
the absence of the ailing Supervisor Johnny 
Vawters and the absence of Clerk Hoffman, 
said discussions with the fire chief or his 
representative could continue to tweak the 
rules. Treasurer Morgan emphasized that 
the board and fire fighters were all on the 
same team.
   Chief Powell said he was told there would 
be no discussions, so he was happy to hear 
Treasurer Morgan’s assurances.
   But, the following Sunday, in an unusual 
move, Trustee Peggy Morgan attended a fire 
department meeting at the fire hall, saying 
she wanted to be present in case there were 
questions about the new procedures. Chief 
Powell objected to her presence and a 
confrontation erupted.
   A few days later, Chief Powell voluntarily 
accepted 30 days suspension and six 
months of probation for insubordination to 
a board member.
   While Chief Powell usually attends board 
meetings, he was absent from the March 27 
meeting and there was no public mention 
of his status.
   Some observers say there is more to 
the situation than meets the eye, with an 
ongoing attempt by particular former fire 
fighters to undermine the longtime fire 
chief and take over the chief’s position.
   (A similar situation happened in the City 
of Belleville recently when the fire chief 
was forced to resign after an anonymous 
writer, claiming to represent a group of fire 
fighters, sent a letter to city officials.)
   In other business at the March 27 meeting, 
the board:
   • Approved naming Hennessey Engineers 
as the township’s new engineering 

Sumpter Township Board again 
tables new Fire Dept. Standards

consultants, with Richard Kern assigned 
as primary liaison to Sumpter, backed up 
by John Hennessey. There were 12-15 
applications for engineering firm and a 
committee whittled that down to three, 
who were interviewed at a special meeting 
on March 20;
   • Approved paying two invoices for 
$4,858.50 and $518 from the former 
engineering firm, METCO, for storm water 
work, upon receipt of the work completed;
   • Approved paying Giffels-Webster 
Engineers the balance owed of $12,939.25 
for work completed in association with 
METCO;
   • Approved purchasing a larger ice 
machine for the PNA Hall for $2,245, with 
the smaller machine being moved for Parks 
& Recreation use;
   • Approved a storm water management 
agreement with Joe Nasser for his business 
at the corner of Sumpter and Willis, as 
required by the county;
   • Heard Supervisor Vawters announce 
new appointments of board members 
as liaisons: Clerk Hoffman to Planning 
Commission and Zoning Board of Appeals 
(and no longer with Fire Dept.); Hamm 
as alternate to Planning Commission 
and ZBA, as well as continuing with the 
Building Dept.; Peggy Morgan to new 
assignment to Fire Dept.  and continues 
with Parks & Rec.; Bates continues with 
Water Dept.; Treasurer Morgan continues 
with Economic Development Committee 
and alternate to Water Dept.; and Supervisor 
Police and Senior Dept.;
   • Approved a resolution to amend the 457 
Deferred Compensation Plan;
   • Approved removing the yearly $20 
charge for pond inspections, since there 
have been no such inspections after the 
original permit. Clerk Hoffman said those 
yearly inspection costs were illegal. If 
residents wish to alter their approved 
pond, they would have to come back to the 
township for approval;
   • Agreed to have Clerk Hoffman appoint 
cemetery caretaker Wayne Bordine as 
sexton to inspect the graves he digs, 
instead of paying a building inspector to do 
so. There are one or two burials a year in 
the township cemetery. Deputy Supervisor 
Craig Moody said funeral home personnel 
inspect the depth of the graves and will not 
put a vault in if the depth isn’t correct;
   • Approved appointment of Mary Ann 
Watson as an alternate to the Board of 
Review;
   • Approved having the clerk’s office 
advertise in the APWA (American Public 
Works Association) for a full-time water & 
sewer department superintendent with a S1 
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   Just before Bugles Across America 
started on Sunday at the Veterans Memorial 
at Horizon Park I saw a big, big Canada 
goose grazing in the park.
   The Detroit News published an article on 
the weather last Thursday that included the 
information that because of the early warm 
weather, the Canada geese have flocked 
early to Belle Isle and have begun their 
reproduction process.
   An official with the Michigan Audubon 
Society was quoted as saying female geese 
may be able to reproduce twice this season. 
She said other birds have come back early, 
too, because of the warm weather.
   At Monday’s city council meeting, Tom 
Fielder said that he saw a goose with 
goslings following behind at Horizon Park 
last week.
   The City of Belleville has purchased 
enough grape seed extract spray to have 
three applications this summer to ward off 
the geese from Horizon Park, especially 
around the time of the concert series. If 
the geese reproduce twice this year the city 
might have to order more spray.

***
   Last Friday we received a phone call from 
a man wanting to know what the “Bugles 
Across America” listing was in last week’s 
Upcoming Events.
   I explained that this event happens at 7:15 
p.m. on the first Sunday of every month. 
It’s been going on in Belleville for more 
than seven years. It also is held at locations 
across the country at 7:15 p.m., local time, 
on the first Sunday.
   The gathering is brief and features the 
Pledge to the Flag and “Taps” played by 
Ross Medos, bugler. Often there are words 

of gratitude for servicemen and women, 
alive and dead, for service to our country. 
There are announcements sometimes. Once 
a folded American flag was presented to a 
grieving widow, who was very surprised.
   The man who called me on Friday was 
there on Sunday to check it out. He’s from 
Monroe and he brought a friend from Novi. 
They are both veterans and my caller was 
inquiring on how to get Bugles started in 
Monroe. They were advised: “First, you 
need a bugler.”
   The man from Novi, a Marine, had been a 
bugler and said 50 years ago he could have 
done “Taps,” but not now. He said he can 
play it in his mind, but that’s all. There was 
some discussion on how to get the tune out 
of his head through his ear so we all could 
hear it. They all agreed they need someone 
with a real bugle.

***
   At Monday afternoon’s Van Buren 
Township Board workshop session, Kim 
Merkel was giving a pitch for Code Red, 
an emergency system that would call 
people on their landlines, cell phones, or 
computers, as well as text messages, etc.
   She set up a demonstration, so all the 
board members phones would ring at once 
and there was a string of “hellos” up and 
down the board table.
   Trustee Jeff Jahr answered his phone, 
“Hello?” then added, “Just like a 12-
year-old. I don’t even like the woman.” 
He referred to an irritating television 

advertisement for a phone system. We all 
got a chuckle out of his antics.

***
   I drove over to the Belleville Skate Park 
after Monday’s city council meeting where 
Keith Boc had reported how bad it looked. 
I wanted to see for myself.
   The Independent 
did a two-page spread 
of pictures 10 years 
ago when the Skate 
Park opened, since 
the graffiti appeared 
immediately.
   On Monday, there 
were about 12 young 
people hanging out. One had a scooter 
he was using on the Skate Park fixtures. 
There was one bike there, as well. It looked 
like the reported obscene words had been 
painted over because I didn’t see any from 
where I sat in my car.
   Everyone was behaving nicely. I guess 
I expected a wild rumpus, from the report 
we got at the meeting.
   I’ve been told in the past by a Belleville 
Police officer that the location is terrible 
for keeping an eye on, since it’s back in 
the park away from roadways. He said the 
kids can see the patrol car coming from a 
distance and by the time it arrives at the 
park, things are quiet or everyone’s gone.
   I wonder where those kids will hang out 
once the Skate Park is gone.

***

Editorial

It’s time to get 
informed on details 
of Smart meters
   John and Pauline Holeton of Shelby 
Township raised the alarm about Smart 
meters at Tuesday’s Van Buren Township 
Board meeting.
   Although VBT has only Smart water meters 
so far, DTE is seeking to have electric Smart 
meters installed throughout the state to save 
themselves money. Several communities in 
Michigan petitioned the state to investigate 
electrical Smart meters and the study 
began in January by the Michigan Dept. of 
Licensing and Regulatory Affairs.
   Paula said there are some communities 
throughout the country who have 
moratoriums on Smart meters. Paula said 
she and her husband have visited 20-25 
cities and townships in the state to warn 
about the health hazards and privacy issues 
of these microwave meters.
   In January, Belleville residents Matthew 
Wagner and his sister Cheryl came to the 
city council meeting with concerns about 
the Smart water meters being installed 
everywhere in the city, including on their 
houses. They were told the water meters 
were safe and it was the electric meters that 
were under study by the state.
   Also, Belleville residents had to allow 
the new meters or they wouldn’t get water 
service. (See story on page 23.)
   On Tuesday, VBT Supervisor White said 
the Smart meters were a hot button issue in 
the area. It’s time to get informed on this 
subject, before DTE shows up with a local 
proposal.
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LettersLOWEST PRICES ON
TOP QUALITY REBUILT

REFRIGERATORS, STOVES,
WASHERS & DRYERS!

“Warranties On All Appliances”

HOME APPLIANCE OUTLET
10% OFF ANY APPLIANCE w/AD!

734-699-5330
851 Sumpter Rd. - Belleville

1 Mile South of I-94 - Belleville Rd. Exit 190
(Located in Belle Plaza)

WE NOW OFFER HOME SERVICE CALLS!

601 E. Huron River  Drive
Belleville, MI 48111

Hair Studio
Color SpeCialiStS

734-697-5600

We do bridal parties!
call for our specials!
open sunday & monday

salon stylist & nail tech Wanted
shellac nails - $25

Visit: www.bladezhairstudio.com
spring break specials on mani-pedis!

Join our day care family
Our Father’s Child Christian Care

111 sOuth st.  (734) 697-2985
DHS accepted/full/part/drop/extended hrs

TIME OUT FOR SCHOOL AGE SUMMER
FUN AT OUR FATHER’S CHILD CARE

101 FUN THINGS TO DO
*Lets eat! *Excercise and children’s Zumba  *Camp out

*Art in the Park *Theatrical *Summer reading and bible study
*Games, Games, Games AND MORE AND MORE AND MORE!

CALL 697-2985

Sharry Budd announces 
re-election bid in Van 
Buren Township
To the Residents of Van Buren Township:
   I have made a decision 
to seek re-election 
as your Van Buren 
Township Treasurer. 
My journey in public 
service began as the 
township’s bookkeeper 
and I haven’t looked 
back since.
   My unblemished 
record shows that I treat the township and 
all its citizens with care and respect. My 
track record is above reproach and I intend 
to see that it stays that way. My number 
one concern is Van Buren Township, its 
citizens and continuing to be the best public 
servant I can.
   My husband Bill and I have raised three 
sons: Jim and his wife Donna, Jeff and his 
wife Rhonda and Jay and his wife Lynn. 
Between them we have been blessed with 
eight grandchildren.
   Many generations of my family have 
lived, worked and raised their family here, 
the place we all call home.  I ask for your 
continued support as the election season 
draws near and I am humbled by the 
opportunity to serve you.

Sharry Budd
Van Buren Township

Sharry Budd

Thank you to all who 
helped after my injury
To the Editor:
   Thank you. Thank you.
   I was injured on Monday, March 26, 
2012 and was transported to St. Joseph 
Hospital.
   I want to thank the City of Belleville 
Fire Department, the Belleville Police 
Department, H.V.A. attendants, St. Joseph 
E. Room of Doctors and Nurses, and 
my lunchroom co-workers at Edgemont 
School.
   Thank you, again.
Mary Talaga
Belleville
Editor’s Note: Mary Talaga, who has been 
a school crossing guard for more than 50 
years, was doing playground duty as part 
of her lunchroom work when she was 
accidentally knocked down from the rear 
by a youngster playing football.

Thank you for making 
fund raiser a success
Dear Independent Readers:
   I would like to extend my deepest 
appreciation to everyone that attended the 
Dinner for Breakfast fund raiser for my 
son Jordan Koger on March 22 at South 
Middle School.
   Thank you to everyone who donated 
money, but could not attend. A very special 
thanks to Angela Mercer and the whole 
SMS staff and students who helped dot 
every “I” and cross every “T” to make the 
pancake dinner a wonderful event!
   Also, thank you to King Pancake for 
the delicious pancakes and Tim Horton’s 
for all the extras! A huge thank you to the 
community businesses that made such 
generous donations to raffle off. I cannot 
say thank you enough.
Sincerely,
Brandie Mason
Jordan’s mother

VBT offices closed for Good Fri.
   The Administrative Offices of Van Buren 
Township will be closed on Friday, April 6, 
in observance of Good Friday.
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  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
152 Main St., Ste. 11, Belleville, MI 48111
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A-1 McCormick Inc.
Landscaping • Lawn Service • Maintenance

•Snow Removal    •Power Raking
•Construction Hauling   •Sodding
•Garden & Leaf Removal   •Spring & Fall
•Retaining Walls  Clean-up
•Tree & Shrub Trimming   •Powerwashing
•Grading     •Garage & Basement 
•Landscape Design. Cleanouts Odds & Ends

Phone: 734-528-9802  •  Fax: 734-528-9803
Ann Arbor: 734-845-1703   www.A1mccormick.com

P.O. Box 980069 • Ypsilanti, Michigan 48198

CALL
24

HOURS FREE
ESTIMATES

www.getitdonewithoutlawyers.com

American Chimney
Company

Tuckpoint & Total Chimney
& Masonry Repair

28 Years experience
Free estimates

(248) 372-1354

AUTO • TRUCK • RV REPAIRS
Oil Changes • Brakes • Engine Diagnostics

Tune Ups • DOT Inspections
Family Owned & Operated
superior307@gmail.com

(734) 697-5811
307 Davis St.

Belleville

OPEN
Mon.-Thurs.  8-6

Friday  8-5

30-year friend supports 
LaMothe for VBT Clerk
To the Editor:
   I am writing today to show my support for 
Karin LaMothe, Democratic candidate for 
Van Buren Township Clerk. I have lived in 
Van Buren Township my entire life. I have 
known Karin (Glasser) LaMothe and her 
husband, Shawn, for almost 30 years since 
elementary school.
   Karin moved to California with her mom 
and siblings in 1985 when her parents 
divorced, but she’d come back to Belleville 
every summer to visit her dad and Belleville 
friends. She maintained friends with all of 
us from Edgemont Elementary, so it was 
no surprise when she graduated from high 
school and returned here to Michigan to 
live.
   Since I’ve known Karin, she has a love 
for people and a commitment to making 
a difference in the community. Karin 
and Shawn have volunteered with many 
projects and organizations, including: 
Belleville Cougars, Belleville Area 
Little League, Girl Scouts, Boy Scouts, 
Edgemont Elementary, and other church-
related projects. They love this community 
and they believe in it. So do I.
   Since I’ve know her, Karin has been 
an excellent leader. She and Shawn have 
gone through some tough times when he 
was unemployed. The way they faced 
these difficulties has been inspiring to me, 
as these challenges have only strengthened 
their commitment to overcome the tough 
times in life.
   I wholeheartedly believe Karin will serve 
us as Clerk by doing what is right for the 
residents in the township. She will put the 
good of the people before any personal 
agenda. She knows I will be up at the 
township telling her what I think. That is 
what I like about her. She will listen to 
what people say, and she will consider the 
needs of the people here.
   Visit her website for more information: 
www.electkarinlamothe.com .
Sincerely,
Scott McGuire
Van Buren Township

Editor’s Note: The primary election is in 
August.
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www.janowiakfuneralhome.com

The way we look at it, you shouldn’t have
to sacrifice service to get a lower price. We 

think of this as another way we can help. So, 
if you should ever happen to visit us, let us 

impress you in both ways: service and value. 

Simplified Burial & Cremation
Packages to Select From.

Obituaries
DORIS ANN LANCASTER
 (May 4, 1929 - March 27, 2012) 
Mrs. Doris Ann Lancaster, 82, of Romulus 
passed away on March 27, 2012 at her home.  She 
was born on May 4, 1929 in Walnut Lake, MI, 
a daughter of Clare & Hazel (nee Richardson) 
Brimner. On June 23, 1951 she was married to 
Richard B. Lancaster in Highland Park, moving 
to the Romulus area in 1955.
Mrs. Lancaster was a loving mother to her 4 
sons. She loved gardening and took great pride 
in her flower and vegetable gardens. Doris kept 
an immaculate house and was also a wonderful 
cook and baker. Before her retirement in 1994, 
she had been employed for 25 years by the Van 
Buren Public Schools and was in charge of food 
service operations at Belleville High School. 
Prior to her employment at VBPS, she had 
worked at Burroughs Corp.
Mrs. Lancaster is survived by her loving sons; 
James (Peggy) Lancaster of Romulus, Randal 
(Bonnie) Lancaster of Saline, Mark (LeAnn) 
Lancaster of New Boston and Van Lancaster of 
Romulus. 
Cherished grandmother of Jim (Eva), Lori 
(Aaron), Lane (Laila), Brandon, Joshua, Trever, 
Jeremy, Dennis and Bethany. Loving Gi-Gi to 
her great grandchildren: Carson, Luke, Anna, 
Timothy, Adrianna and Jayce.  Adored sister 
of Joyce (Elbern) Geauvreau, Willis (Betty) 
Brimner, Betty (Homer) Sabbe, Andy (Donna) 
Brimner, Dale Brimner, Harriet (Ronald) 
Pigeon, Fred Brimner, Carol (Robert) Egan and 
Nancy (Tom) VanDelinder. Doris was preceded 
in death by Richard her loving husband of 57 
years on August 26, 2008.
A memorial service for Doris was held on 
Tuesday, April 3, 2012 at Bethany Bible Church, 
810 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI. with 
Pastor Duane Bonner officiating.  Arrangements 
have been entrusted to the Higgerson & Neal 
Funeral Home, 209 Main St., Belleville, MI.  
734-697-9400
www.hnfhome.com

GEORGE BENEDICT LaMOTHE
(September 7, 1914 - March 28, 2012) 
Age 97 of Van Buren Township. Survived by 
children George (Glenda) of Belleville and 
Theresa (Teri) Julien of Denver; sisters Eunice 
Wagner and Sister Ruth LaMothe. Services 
March 31 at David C. Brown Funeral Home.

GLADYS SATTLER
(September 16, 1918 - March 29, 2012) 
Age 93. Survived by 3 sons, Fred (Annette) 
Sattler, Stephen (Thiet) Sattler and Richard 
Sattler; 7 step-children; many grandchildren. 
Service April 2 at Faith Lutheran Church, 
Ypsilanti. David C. Brown Funeral Home.

LOTTIE V. MODZELEWKI
(February 28, 1920 - March 29, 2012) 
Lottie Virginia Modzelewski, age 92, of 
Belleville, MI, passed away Thursday, March 
29, 2012 at Heartland Healthcare Center, 
Canton, MI. She was born February 28, 1920 in 
Hamtramck, MI, daughter of the late Joseph & 
Bernice Tupacz.
She was a member of St. Anthony Catholic 
Church, Belleville. She enjoyed running her 
family farm with her late husband Felix. She 
loved cooking for her family and was devoted 
to them and her many friends.
Lottie is survived by two daughters Phyllis 
Johnson of Belleville, MI and Janet (Jim) Dargo 
of Kalkaska, MI; 4 grandchildren; 7 great-
grandchildren; also numerous nieces, nephews 
and friends. She was preceded in death by her 
parents, her husband Felix in 2010, also three 
brothers.
Visitation was 2-8 PM Saturday, and 4-8 PM 
Sunday with a 7 PM Scripture Service at David 
C. Brown Funeral Home, Belleville. Visitation 
was 10-11 AM Monday, April 2, at St. Anthony 
Catholic Church, 409 W. Columbia Ave., 
Belleville with an 11:00 AM Funeral Mass. 
Father Thomas H. Cusick served as Celebrant. 
Interment was in Michigan Memorial Park, Flat 
Rock, MI.
Memorial contributions may be made to St. 
Jude Children’s Research Hospital and would 
be appreciated. Please sign her on-line guest 
book and share a story for her family to treasure 
at www.davidcbrownfh.com .

Lottie Modzelewski

ROBERT ‘BILL’ WENCEL
Robert “Bill” Wencel, age 81, of Belleville, 
passed away April 2, 2012.
Beloved father of Jeffrey (Nannette) Wencel, 
Jerry (Sheila) Wencel and Jacqueline (James) 
Piper and step father of Jamie (Chad) Ruff. 
Loving grandfather of Justin, Miranda, Megan, 
Shelby, Jessica, Brandon, Tyler and Dalton. 
Dearest brother of Donna and Gary (Mary).
He was preceded in death by his parents Fred 
and Martha Wencel; his sisters Ethelyn, Pearl 
and Winnie; and his brother Frederick. Funeral 
service will be Friday, April 6, at 5:30 PM, at 
Michigan Memorial Funeral Home, (next to 
Michigan Memorial Park) 30895 Huron River 
Dr., Huron Twp., (734) 783-2646.Visitation is 
Friday, 1:00-8:00 PM. Interment in Michigan 
Memorial Park.  
www.michiganmemorialfuneralhome.com 

Robert “Bill” Wencel

Grief Support Group will 
run Tuesdays for 6 weeks
   A free Grief Support Group for those who 
have lost a spouse or partner will run for six 
weeks on Tuesday mornings, starting April 
17, at the Brown Family Center, 678 E. 
Huron River Dr., Belleville. The sessions 
will be from 11 a.m. to 12:30 p.m.
   To register, call Mary Martinez, Grief 
Coordinator, at 734-697-5090. Those 
interested in an evening group or individual 
support also are invited to call.

Pleasant Valley A.M.E. Church
Steward Board

Spring Revival
Wednesday, April 25 – Friday, April 27

7 p.m.

Revivalist:
Rev. Dwayne A. Gary
Pastor, Saunders Memorial A.M.E. 

Church, Detroit
Pleasant Valley A.M.E. Church

45620 Victoria Ave., Sumpter Twp.
pleasantvalleyame@yahoo.com

734-461-1303
Bishop John R. Bryant, Presiding Prelate

Rev. Dr. Norman V. Osborne, Presiding Elder
Rev. Kevin D. Crosby, Pastor

Bro. Larry Bowen, Sr., Steward Pro-Tem
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Furnaces Installed
as low as $1750

A/C Units Installed
as low as $1450

Family owned For over 32 years!

20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

COMFORT SYSTEMS
Call Us Today

(313) 381-2800

Stop Feeding The Energy Hog!
Stop Paying High Energy Bills!

DISCOUNTS
FOR MILITARY, TEACHERS,

CITY, STATE & COUNTY
EMPLOYEES!

Get A Free Estimate On A High Efficiency Heating & Cooling System!
Have You Been Turned Down

For Credit? We Can Help!
Credit Problems?

Bankruptcy? NO PROBLEM!
We can design a
System & Budget

Just For You.

LOY’S CONSTRUCTION
& Home Repairs

Remodeling SpecialS
Basement –– $4,500 & Up
Kitchen –––– $2,500 & Up
Bathroom –– $1,500 & Up
Garages ––– $750 & Up
Decks Re-stained – 69¢ per sq.ft.

NO JOB
TOO SMALL!

licenSed/inSURed     FRee eSTimaTeS
25 Yrs. Exp.         24 Hour Emergency Service
Mark (734) 434-6946

We understand tough times and we are here to help! Can’t get time off work
to make an appointment for the vet? Don’t want to pay for an office visit?
Check us out... Low prices, good people and fast service!
Dogs
DHPP, Corona, BDT, Lepto $39
Heartworm Test  $19
Rabies 1 yr.   $14
Rabies 3 yr.   $16
*Discount rates for litters.
De-worming also available

Cats
RCP and Leukemia $29
Rabies 1 yr.  $14
Rabies 3 yr.  $16
Heartworm Test $25

Other Services
Extended Exams (ear. skin, etc.) $18
Pocket Pet Exam  $18
Anal Glands   $12
Micro Chip   $30
Fecal Check   $10
Toe nail trim   $5

Low Cost Wellness/Vaccination Clinic
Vet: Dr. John Hermann, DVM   (313) 686-5701

*Cash or Check (with valid I.D.),  Now Accepting mmmmm

We Offer
frOntline Plus!

neW flu VACCine fOr DOGs AVAilABle
DentistrY PACKAGes stArt @ $115

CAt neuters - $35

Fluff-N-Puff Pet Grooming
Clinics: Mondays 1p.m. - 4 p.m.  •  Fridays 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

36628 Goddard Rd., Romulus  734-229-0005

Visit Us At:
www.mobilevetclinic.biz

Upcoming Clinics:
WILLIS FEED MILL,  10200 Railroad St., Willis, Mon., April 9th, 5-6 p.m.
PET SPA 2, 970 Sumpter Rd., BelleVille, Sun., April 15th, 4:30-6 p.m.
PET RESORT, 50425 Bemis Rd., BelleVille, Wed., April 12th, 5-8 p.m.
PET SPA, 5260 Willis Rd., YPsilAnti, Sun., April 22nd, 4:30-6 p.m.

Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $9.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $6.50 - $7.00

10% OFF

HourS
Mon.-THurS. 11aM-10pM

FrI. 11aM - 11pM
SaT. 12pM-11pM
Sun. 12pM-10pM

(734) 699-1550

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

Dine-in Or Carry Out
Chinese & american Food

BUDwEISEr BOTTLES - $2, ALL wINE $2.50 GLASS!

CHIna KIng Coupon
Coupon ExpIrES 4-30-12

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

HOUSE MAIDS
“Relax, we will clean for you”

$6999*

*Most Houses

Call
Now!

Weekly, Bi-weekly cleaning
Moving in or out cleaning

One time cleaning
Best rates in town

Call 734-334-8027
Email

housemaids1@yahoo.com

Code Red emergency 
network makes pitch to 
VBT Board of Trustees

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At Monday’s workshop session of the 
Van Buren Township Board of Trustees, 
Kim Merkel, regional sales manager for 
the Emergency Communications Network, 
gave a pitch for her Code Red service.
   Merkel of Ormond Beach, FL, was asked 
by Supervisor Paul White to explain the 
emergency service to the board who might 
consider it for the township.
   The service has several versions, costing 
from $12,500 to $19,000 per year for 
a three-year agreement, based on the 
township population.
   The service allows local government 
officials to record, send, and track 
personalized voice, email, text and social 
media messages to thousands of citizens in 
minutes.
   Merkel told the board it could use Code 
Red for emergency and non-emergency 
situations, including boil-water alerts, road 
closures, hazmat spills, as well as tornados, 
flash floods, severe storms, etc.
   The weather alerts are customized so only 
those in the paths of the storms are alerted 
by the National Weather Service, she said.
   She said in the middle of the night, nobody 
has their TV or radio on, or can hear their 
weather radio squawk, but they would hear 
their phones.
   Merkel set up a demonstration where she 
called the phones of the board members 
to show them how the alerts would come. 
The phones all rang and then her recorded 
message came through.
   She said township residents can sign up 
for Code Red, but she also has access to 
national lists of phone numbers, both land 
lines and cell phones, that can be used. 
People who don’t want to be contacted can 
opt out, she said, noting most people want 
weather warnings to stay safe.
   She said with missing people, escaped 
prisoners, and sex offenders being sought, 
an image can be included on some phones 
and computers.
   People who don’t pick up the phone are 
called again.
   Trustee Denise Partridge asked if this 

would take the place of emergency sirens 
and Merkel said it wouldn’t, but it would 
augment sirens.
   She said sirens, depending on the wind, 
can be heard only one-half to one mile.
   “We have communities no longer repairing 
their sirens because of this service,” Merkel 
said referring to Code Red.
   When asked, she listed her Michigan 
clients as all of Lenawee and Ingham 
counties, as well as Lansing, Romulus, 
Ann Arbor, Village of Caro Fire District, 
and a new one, Branch County.
   She said there are 10,000 community 
users across the country.
   Merkel explained the free mobile apps 
for some smart phones, with capabilities 
of being available across the country when 
traveling.
   When asked, she said the price is based on 
using 37,500 minutes per year and unused 
minutes can be rolled over and more is 
charged for using more minutes.
   Supervisor White said he called the 
emergency manager for Ingham County 
and he was “tickled pink” with the 
service. He said the emergency manager 
for Lenawee County, which has only the 
weather service, also was very pleased.
   Diane Madigan asked about getting just 
the weather alerts with a three-year contract 
and Merkel said that would cost $12,500 
and would have no minutes attached.

September Days Senior 
Center to host ‘Lunch 
with Bob’ Ficano
   Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano 
will be at the September Days Senior Center 
for the ongoing “Lunch with Bob” series 
from 11:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Monday, April 
9.
   A healthy lunch will be provided to area 
seniors and there will be a raffle, as well as 
other information and activities. 
   The September Days Senior Center is 
located at the Van Buren Township Hall, 
46425 Tyler Road. To RSVP, call 699-8918.
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EvEryday SpEcialS
Men’s Haircuts $9

First Time Visit

Ladies Haircuts      $14
First Time Visit

Men’s Cut & Shave $19

Ladies Chemical Services      
20% OFF

Haircut, Maincure, Pedicure
$3900

Private Room For Rent. Completely Furnished. Salon 
Is Licensed For Barber & Cosmologist. Must Have Your 
Own Clientel. Call Denny For Info At: (734) 673-8435

with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

   Flop E. Bunny will greet children with 
candy and free photos this Saturday, April 
7, beginning at noon at Victory Park. Easter 
candy hunts will take place in various age 
groups. Children are asked to bring their 
own Easter baskets to fill. The free event 
is sponsored by the Belleville Central 
Business Community. 

***
   Belleville Presbyterian Church in 
Belleville will be holding its annual 
Rummage Sale April 13-14, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the church on Belleville Road. 
Items on hand include collectibles, bedding, 
books, glassware, small appliances, craft 
items, jewelry, and cookware, and other 
stuff. No clothing, though. Call (734) 697-
8687.

***
   The Belleville Area Council for the Arts 
will be holding its third Dinner Fundraiser 
on Sunday, April 15, from 1  to 5p.m at the 
Masonic Temple on Main Street. The cost 
is $9 for adults and $5 for children 10 and 
under. The menu will be ham and all the 
trimmings and fresh desserts. The ever-
popular Chinese Auction will also take 
place during the event. Proceeds will go 
to BACA’s new building fund. Call (734) 
697-8123.

***
   The Belleville Area Museum will open 
a Civil War Sesquicentennial Exhibit on 
Thursday, April 12, and will have a special 
Civil War lecture on April 21, with a charge 
for tickets.
   The Friends of the Belleville Area 
District Library will present Ginger 
Bruder at 7 p.m. April 12 as part of its free 
Homegrown Knowledge Series. Ginger 
will tell of men from our tri-community 
who took part in the Civil War and what 
happened to them.
   The library also is holding a contest for 
some lucky reader to win a Kindle Fire 
during National Library Week, April 
8-14. Fill out an entry form at the library 
during regular hours.

***
   Bunnies on Main, the Council for the 
Arts’ sponsored display of handmade straw 
Easter bunnies, are erected along Main 
Street for viewing through April 10.

***
   Open Arms Lutheran Church on 
Belleville Road will be holding its annual 
Easter Egg Hunt this Saturday, April 7, at 
10 a.m. The public is invited.

***
   A live re-enactment of Jesus’ Last 
Supper, as painted by Leonardo da Vinci, 
will take place tonight (Maundy Thursday) 
and tomorrow (Good Friday) at 8 p.m. 
at the First United Methodist Church 
on Charles Street. The event is free and 
everyone is invited.

***
   The Independent welcomes Later Gator 

Landscaping to our advertising pages. 
Later Gator is a year-round business that 
is family owned and operated and fully 
licensed and insured. LGL offers services 
like spring and fall cleanup, grass mowing, 
edging, fertilization, bedding maintenance, 
lawn aeration, and power washing. 
Right now take $5 off any service with 
their colored ad in today’s paper -- new 
customers only, please. To schedule a free 
estimate, call (734) 740-1569 or (734) 718-
0728. 

***
   Barker Construction and Development, 
Inc. has been in business for over 30 years 
serving the area with construction of pole 
barns, garages, decks, roofing, vinyl siding, 
concrete services, and custom homes and 
additions. They’re licensed and insured, 
too. Call (734) 587-3195. Visit www.
barkerbuiltmonroe.com.

***
    I heard that a Hershey’s Ice Cream store 
will be locating soon in the Belle Plaza 
near Paula’s Home Cooking. Just in time 
for summer.

***
   Do you have a business item you would 
like to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych 
at 699-9020 with your suggestion.

Attn: Service members
of all Armed Forces -- 
Sumpter Twp. needs you
   Sumpter Twp. Parks & Recreation 
Commission is reaching out to all Tri-
Community service men and women. 
We are in the process of putting together 
our Souvenir Booklet for our 36th Annual 
Sumpter Country Fest which will be held 
this year May 24-28.
   The theme this year is “Welcome Home 
Troops”. We are looking for all local 
service men and women that came home to 
gather for a picture to be our cover for our 
booklet.  We are looking for a picture of 
OUR OWN to be the center of our booklet 
and to be dressed in “Duty Uniform” 
(example Army-ACU’s/combat uniform).
   If you are interested in being a part of 
history of the Sumpter Township Country 
Fest, please contact Sharon Pokerwinski 
at 734-461-0989 or email spokerwinski@
comcast.net by April 11 for more details.
   If you have a great group picture of 
your unit when they arrived home, please 
submit it for us to consider.  Also if you 
are interested in marching in our parade on 
May 26, let us know that, too. 

Sharon Pokerwinski
Sumpter Township Parks & Recreation 
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Sumpter  Hardware
19500 Sumpter Rd., Belleville

(734)
697-9363

OPEN: MON.-FRI.  8AM-6PM  •  SAT.  9AM-6PM  •  SUN.  9AM-5PM

SPRING SPECIAL: THRU APRIL 15TH!

   Only
$4995

Plus
Parts

Includes Blade Sharpening/Deck Cleaning.

We Also Do Chainsaws, Blowers,
Weed Trimmers, & Other Handheld Repairs.

We’re A Full Service Dealer.

VBT: McDonald’s 
requests OK for upgrade 
to Belleville Road site

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   By the time the renovations are done, the 
McDonald’s restaurant on Belleville Road 
may have one less curb cut on Belleville 
Road, a rear entry/exit to the Farmer Jack 
shopping center, two lanes for drive-up 
orders, and a bright exterior.
   These were the plans discussed at a public 
hearing at the March 28 meeting of the Van 
Buren Township Planning Commission.
   Ken Van Tine and Mike Kazarian, 
representing McDonald’s, said they 
had been going back and forth with the 
township’s planning department in a long 
process that came up with the present 
plans.
   Kazarian said if the township approves 
the requested special approval for the 
second drive-through, six weeks of work 
will begin this summer.
   He said the restaurant will not close 
completely. The drive through will close 
for the work on construction of the second 
lane, but the walk-in restaurant will remain 
open.
   When work is being done on the inside, 
the walk-in will close and the drive-through 
remain open. There will be intermittent 
total closings for half a day at a time for 
painting and other work, Kazarian said.
   He said all 530 McDonald’s restaurants 
in Michigan are being redone as part of a 
five-year plan. He said there were 42 major 
remodels in Michigan last year and they 
plan another 44 this year, with additional 
15 to be renovated from the ground up.
   Terry Carroll, VBT Director of Planning 
and Economic Development, said the 
side-by-side drive throughs will eliminate 
stacking up, that in the mornings extends 
out to Belleville Road.
   Van Tine said it wasn’t that the inside 
servers couldn’t keep up with the orders, 
but that the customers sometimes took 
their time deciding on what they wanted to 
order. The two lanes should speed things 
up. The two lanes will merge into the one 
pickup window.
   This has worked well in other locations.
   Carroll said the plan is to punch out 
an island in the back to make another 
entry/exit. The southern-most curb cut on 
Belleville Road will be removed and the 
northern entry enlarged for an in-out drive, 
similar to Tim Horton’s.
   Sally Hodges of planning consultants 
McKenna Associates said the applicant 
worked well with the staff and the proposed 
appearance of the building changed in 
response to the township’s requests.
   Commissioner Donald Boynton said the 
brick color should coincide with all the 
others along the Belleville Road corridor, 
which were more a cherry-plum shade.
   Hodges said the township hasn’t set a 
building color, but referred to a general 
palette.
   Kazarian said the current building has 
painted brick and they are just going to 

repaint the brick.
   Boynton said the pylon sign should be a 
short, monument sign.
   Kazarian replied they had talked about 
that and when the drive is changed the sign 
may be in the way, so it would have to be 
moved.
   Commissioner Carl Johnson asked 
when the commission will be able to look 
at plans for the back access and the new 
traffic flow.
   Kazarian said they could get it for the 
next meeting. He said they can design it 
and stop at their property line. Negotiations 
continue with the property owner behind 
them.
   Commission Chairwoman Carol Thompson 
said if McDonald’s wants approval of these 
plans, the non-conforming, high-rise sign 
in back needs to come down.
   Van Tine said when he and Kazarian 
first met with the township, the tall sign 
wasn’t up. Kazarian said he works on the 
construction side for McDonald’s and so 
he wasn’t in on the sign situation.
   The non-conforming sign was in danger 
of falling, so it was taken down, repaired, 
and put back up.
   “As I reported in September or November, 
they brought in an estimate to us for 
replacement and it was less than 50% … 
so we were required, under our ordinance, 
to let them put the sign back up,” Carroll 
said.
   Commissioner Ken Guenther said in 
2001 or 2002, McDonald’s was going to 
tear down the building to renovate it, but 
they would have had to tear down the high-
rise pylon, as well, so they decided just to 
remodel.
   Guenther said in his opinion, the high-
rise sign is not really needed.
   Van Tine pointed out that the overall 
signage will decrease with the proposed 
changes.
   “There’s a lot of residents who don’t 
have a problem with that sign,” said John 
Delaney during the public comment.
   He said just because you can’t see it from 
I-94, as some claim, doesn’t mean it isn’t 

needed. He said people can use it to find 
the restaurant from southbound Belleville 
Road and other routes in the township. 
Delaney said it is not conforming, but it is 
legal.
   Thompson asked about the landscaping in 
front and whether they will put in benches 
and bike racks.
   Kazarian said they have added bike racks 
to the plans, but haven’t added seats, since 
it is yet to be determined where the bypass 
lane in front would go and the seats might 
end up too close to the restaurant or too 

close to the lane.
   “This looks formula,” Thompson said, 
criticizing the plans, “We’re a premier 
community and we want something a little 
different.”
   Kazarian said they actually had made 
concessions for the township plan. He 
said they will not be using their standard 
stone, but will have a cobblestone look, as 
requested.
   Also, the parapet is 2-3’ higher than usual 
and the color of the building lines up with 

(continued on page 11)
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$5 OFF
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210 Main Street
Downtown Belleville

734-697-7400
www.mainstreetflowersbelleville.com

Easter
is Sunday
April 8th

Lily
Plants
$698

&  UP
For The Control of Ants, Bees, Fleas, 

Bed Bugs, Rats, Mice, Roaches,
Spiders, & Other Pests.

LICENSED / INSURED
Senior Discounts

Serving WAYNE COUNTY
& Surrounding Areas.

Commercial & Residential Service

“Ask About Our
Money Back Guarantee”

734-699-6889  866-55-HONEY
(554-6639)

BELLEVILLE
889 SumptEr rd. Hours:  Mon. - Fri.  9am - 5pm

mOSt INSurANCE & HmO pLANS ACCEptEd • www.beltone.com

(734) 732-4394
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the other colors along Belleville Road.
   “We have made changes,” Kazarian 
emphasized, suggesting that because he’s 
“living McDonald’s” the changes seem 
a lot to him, but may not look like it to 
Thompson.
   The planning commission is expected to 
make a decision on the request at its next 
meeting on April 11.
   In non-agenda comments, Delaney 
said he has forwarded information he 
has uncovered to commission members 
on Hoosier/Ameresco and attorney Tim 
Stoepker. He said the groups are known for 
their SLAPP lawsuits.
   [SLAPP refers to a strategic lawsuit 
against public participation. It is a lawsuit 
that is intended to censor, intimidate, and 
silence critics by burdening them with the 
cost of a legal defense until they abandon 

Drawing courtesy McDonald’s
This is the way the renovated McDonald’s restaurant on Belleville Road will look if the 
Van Buren Township Planning Commission approves the proposed plan.

VBT Plan
(continued from page 10)

their criticism or opposition.]
   Delaney urged the commissioners to 
study the information he provided. The 
commission is currently considering a 
request from Hoosier/Visteon to construct 
a landfill-gas-to-electrical-energy plant on 
the Visteon Village/Grace Lake Corporate 
Park property and Stoepker is the attorney 
that attends the VBT sessions.

Republic Services donates 
$3,500 to help Sumpter get 
more emergency sirens
   Stephanie Glyssen, representing Republic 
Services that operates a landfill in Sumpter 
Township, announced Republic will donate 
$3,500 to help pay the match for a grant for 
another emergency siren.
   Glyssen made her remarks at the beginning of 
the March 27 meeting of the Sumpter Township 
Board of Trustees.
   She said Sumpter has a chance to get six more 
emergency sirens through the Department of 
Homeland Security and a match of $3,500 per 
siren is needed to pay for permitting, licenses, 
and other things.
   Sumpter currently has nine sirens.
   Glyssen challenged the community residents, 
businesses, politicians and others to step up 
with donations, no matter how little or large, to 
help get the sirens.
   She said Republic wants to make sure Sumpter 
Township is “safe going forward”.
   Richard Kern of Hennessey Engineers, which 
had just been appointed the township’s new 
engineering firm, said they would donate $500 
for the sirens.
   Glyssen said she had just been to see the 
damage left by a recent tornado in Dexter. She 
said she was impressed that no one was killed 
because of the early warning system in place.
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Sumpter Board
(continued from page 3)

Homes are available and inventory is moving fast. Call today to set up an appointment. 

Refer a buyer to Franklin Homes and receive $500.00 after they close on their home. 

Contact Belinda 
734-699-7700

Email at 
blawson@franklinhomesales.com

Visit us at
www.franklinhomesales.com/bm

Franklin Homes at Belleville Manor ~ 8701 Belleville Road in Belleville 

Looking for a home? Cheaper than renting? We can help with financing? 

Starting April 1, 2012 
No move in fees 

Plus $100.00 off your monthly site fee for the first 12 months 

A $2215.00 value 

Office:  734-587-3195
Fax: 734-587-6000
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§ Pole Barns
§ Garages
§ Decks
§ Roofing
§ Vinyl Siding
§ All Concrete Services
§ Custom Homes & Additions

OVER 30 YEARS EXPERIENCE
LICENSED & INSURED

51300 Huron river Drive
(Corner of Rawsonville & Huron River/Textile)
734.487.9999
OPEN: MON.-Fri.  8aM-6PM •  Sat. 8aM-4PM

• Brakes • Tune-Ups • Tires
• Steering
• Suspension
• Heating & Cooling
• Bumper to Bumper Maintenance

O F  B E L L E V I L L E

or S2 classification. Actually, Supt. Marvin 
Drews decided not to resign after all, but to 
work part time, so those that apply will be 
kept on file;
   • Approved paying Burnham & Flower 
$120,635 for insurance for 2012-13;
   • Approved the amended 2011-12 budget 
and the 2012-13 budget as detailed by Jim 
Glahn in a hearing before the meeting;
   • Approved paying warrants totaling 
$3,384,571.68;
   • Approved the Parks & Recreation 
Commission minutes of Feb. 15 that 
reports the commission is seeking 501c3 
non-profit status. Ron Traskos, CPA, will 
begin the process;
   • Announced that there has been a petition 
submitted to pave Judd from Sumpter to 
Rawsonville and at the next meeting it 
will be decided where the township will go 
from there;
   • Announced the 6 p.m., April 5, meeting 
for residents at the township hall to discuss 
floodplain insurance now required by 
FEMA; and
   • Learned there has been an offer to 
purchase the vacant ATEK building on 
Rawsonville Road.

Huron Valley 
Conservation Assn. sets 
buffet at Eagles April 17
   The Huron Valley Conservation 
Association will hold an all-you-can-eat 
Home-Style Buffet dinner from 4:30 to 
7:30 p.m. at the Van Buren Eagles, 9961 
Beck Road, Van Buren Township.
   The menu will be: fried chicken, roast pork 
loin, sauerkraut & sausage, ham, mashed 
potatoes, red cabbage, corn, carrots, gravy, 
salads, bread, and desserts.
   Tickets are $10 for adults and $5 for 
those 12 and younger. Carry-outs will be 
available.
   Proceeds will benefit the HVCA 
educational projects. For more information 
and/or tickets call Buddy Hamrick, 734-
697-8616, or Kris Matthew, 734-662-
7852.
   Or, email: HVCA2010@aol.com .
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Where you’ll find the most unique collection
of Easter gifts for your family and friends.

Cards
Home Decor
Heritage Lace
Jewelry
Inspirational Throws
Swan Creek Candles
Country Home Creations Dip Mixes

Remembrance Collection
Music Boxes
Porcelain Dolls
Baby
Baptism/Christening Gifts
Military/Armed Forces Decor

Gift
CertifiCateS

HOURS:
Tues., Thurs. & Fri.

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday

Noon - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday & 

Monday

Marti’s Gift Gallery
668 E. Huron River Drive

Belleville, MI 48111     734-699-GIFT

25% OFF 1 ITEM IN THE STORE w/AD*

*Limit 1 per visit.

Happy Easter
from the Staff at the

Easter Brunch

Easter Candy Hunt Starts at Noon

Flop-E-Bunny Easter Candy Hunt
Sponsored by the Belleville Central Business Community

Information: BellevilleCBC.org

Saturday • April 7th, 2012
12 Noon to 2 PM • Victory Park • Belleville, Michigan

The Belleville Central Business Community is an all-volunteer, Michigan nonprofit 
organization. Its main goal is to keep the downtown alive and thriving as the focal 
point of the community by hosting family-friendly and safe events that will bring 

people downtown. Volunteers for events are always needed and welcome.

Get Your Photo Taken With Flop-E-Bunny For FREE!

Please
Arrive

On Time!

Kids:
Bring Your

Own Basket

4 Candy
Hunts In

4 Age Groups

Thank You Walmart of
Belleville For Your Candy
Donation!

DOG & CAT VACCINE CLINIC
Saturday, april 7, 2012 at 2:30 p.m.

Feed rite pet Supply

11760 Belleville rd., Belleville

Photo courtesy Rotary Club
Belleville Rotary Club President Joyce Rochowiak is flanked by the two newest members 
of the club inducted this past month: Jeremy Richardson and Mary Jo Suchy. 

   St. Anthony Catholic Church, 409 W. 
Columbia Ave., Belleville, will host a baby 
shower from 2 to 5 p.m. on Sunday, April 
22, with all donations to benefit Mary’s 
Mantle, a Catholic Home for Expectant 
Mothers.

   Food, fellowship, games and entertainment 
will be provided.
   For more information contact Rachel 
Faitel at 734-697-2988 or rachelfaitel@
yahoo.com . For more about Mary’s Mantle 
see www.marysmantle.net 

St. Anthony to host baby shower to 
benefit home for expectant mothers
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Mr. Mouse
Has His Own

Website!
Visit:

www.mrmousenewsletter.com
New & GeNtly Used Books
waNted For Mr. MoUse’s

First Project.
see weBsite For details.

Pet of the Week
Friends of Michigan 

Animals Rescue

Cleo is a 6 month old bundle of fluffy 
sweetness that’s sure to win you over 
at first glance. This teddy bear look-
a-like is really a Chow/Sheppard 
mix with loads of puppy love and 
enthusiasm to lavish on lucky visitors. 
She can be a bit shy at first but can be 
won over with patience, yummy treats 
and gentle pets to her amazing thick, 
fluffy coat. She definitely gets her coat 
from the Chow in her and will need 
regular grooming to ward off mats and 
keep it healthy. Cleo is bursting with 
nervous puppy energy and isn’t always 
sure what to do with herself but we 
are sure with a loving home, patience 
and proper training she will become a 
first rate family companion. If you’re 
looking for a young, loving and 
energetic addition to your household 
then Cleo would love to meet you 
soon. She is spayed, vaccinated and 
micro-chipped. Pick up the phone and 
give a call today! 734 461-9458

“CLEO”

Museum kicks off Civil 
War series with lecture 
on Mich.’s contribution
   The Belleville Area Museum and 
Historical Society will kick off their 2012 
Civil War Sesquicentennial Series with 
an exhibit opening on April 12, which 
coincides with the 151st anniversary of the 
attack on Fort Sumter.
   A lecture entitled “Michigan in the Civil 
War” will be given by Al and Dave Eicher 
at the museum at 2 p.m. April 21.
   Tickets for the lecture are $8 for historical 
society members / seniors / students, $10 for 
non members and are on sale now.  Limited 
seating is available.  Light appetizers and 
refreshments will be served.    
   The Civil War lasted from April 1861- 
April 1865 and was a turning point in our 
nation’s history, said Museum Director 
Katie Dallos.
   More than three million men fought in 
the war and roughly 620,000 men died.  It 
gave way to medical, political and social 
advancements.
   “Our Civil War Commemoration Series 
aims to honor these veterans and portray 
the life of families on the home front,” 
Dallos said. “A list of Civil War veterans 
buried in Belleville-area cemeteries will 
also be provided for self-guided walking 
tours.”  
   The museum is open on Tuesdays 
from 3 to 7 p.m. and Wednesday through 
Saturdays from noon to 4 p.m.  Special 
exhibit admission is $2.
   The 2012 Civil War Sesquicentennial 
Commemoration Series is hosted by the 
Belleville Area Museum and sponsored by 
the Belleville Area Historical Society and 
the Belleville Downtown Development 
Authority.

Belleville Area Museum
2012 Civil War Commemoration Events
   • April 12 – Nov. 3 – Civil War Exhibit
   • April 21, 2-4:30pm -- Lecture: “Michigan 
in the Civil War” with Al and Dave Eicher 
($8 for historical society members / seniors 
/ students, $10 for non members)
   • June 2, 6 p.m. -- Civil War Gala at 
Trinity Episcopal Church
   • June 21, 6-8 p.m. -- Genealogy workshop 
with Jana Sloan Broglin, “When Johnny 
Comes Marching Home” ($3 Historical 
Society members / students / seniors; $5 
non-members)
   • Oct. 5-7 -- Civil War Encampment 
Weekend at Van Buren Park ($5 per person 
or $10 Friday-Sunday pass)

Ginger Bruder explores 
‘Tri-Community in the 
Civil War’ on April 12
 
   Ginger Bruder will explore “The Tri-
Community in the Civil War” at a free 
lecture at the Belleville Area District Library 
at 7 p.m., Thursday, April 12 – the 150th 
anniversary of the first shot in the war.
   Local genealogist and amateur historian 
Bruder will recount the lives and fates of the 
local sons – those who survived to return 
after the war, those who returned home for 
burial, and those who never came home at 
all.
   The first shots of the American Civil 
War rang out at Fort Sumter on April 12, 
1861. It didn’t take long for the men of the 
young state of Michigan to join to fight to 
preserve their country, including those from 
Belleville and the townships of Sumpter 
and Van Buren.
   “Follow these brave young men – who 
walked the same streets and perhaps even 
lived in the same houses as you and your 
neighbors – as they joined the Iron Brigade 
and fought in such battles as Gettysburg or 
the Siege of Petersburg,” Bruder said.
   The presentation is a part of the ongoing 
Homegrown Knowledge Series sponsored 
by the Friends of the Belleville Area District 
Library.
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We buy gold!
$$$ INSTANT CASH $$$
FoR gold, SIlVeR, oR PlATINuM. We

PAy A PReMIuM FoR gold, SIlVeR, oR
PlATINuM CoINS. We buy dIAMoNdS!

we are paying the highest prices around!
We ReFINe So Sell To uS
ANd geT THe Full VAlue!

Call For an
appointment (734) 697-9110

we are a Licensed precious Metals dealer

590 E. HURON RIVER DR.
BELLEVILLE, MI

734-697-8533

• STARTERS
• BATTERIES
• ALTERNATORS
• BRAKES
• TRANSMISSIONS
• VINyL LETTERINg & gRAphIcS • ALIgNMENTS

• FRONT END
• ShOcKS
• pOWER STEERINg
• WATER pUMpS
• TUNE-UpS

• BELTS-DRIVE
• ELEcTRIcAL
• TIRES NEW/USED
• WhEEL BEARINg
• A/c   • FUEL pUMp

FRONT END
ALIGNMENT

with coupon • Not valid with any other offer.
Coupon expires March 31, 2012.

Absolute Auto Care Coupon • Limit 1 coupon per person. Absolute Auto Care Coupon • Limit 1 coupon per person.
BAI BAI

with coupon • Not valid with any other offer.

10% OFF
LABOR

15% OFF
LABOR FOR

SENIORS

$4995

• SALES
• SERVICE
• REPAIRS

All Makes & Models
Specialize: Kenmore, Whirlpool, G.E.
used machines for sale 

with guarantee!

(734) 697-7222
19636 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111

Photo courtesy SWDC
Dave Curson, left, was named the first-place winner in the annual Southwestern Wayne 
(County) Democratic Club Chili Cookoff. Congratulating him, at right, is SWDC President 
John Herman. Second place chili awards went to Leon Wright and Sharon Curson.

Sumpter Board approves 
balanced budget for
2012-13 fiscal year

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Sumpter Township bookkeeper Jim Glahn, 
CPA, presented a balanced $3,576,160 
budget for the upcoming 2012-13 fiscal 
year to the township board at a hearing 
before the regular township meeting March 
27.
   During the regular meeting that followed, 
the board approved the proposed budget, 
along with the amended 2011-12 budget of 
$3,702,210 and gave Glahn and employees 
their thanks for working to balance the 
budgets.
   Glahn said last year the township had to 
make several changes and cuts because of 
declining revenue from the landfill. There 
were more than $500,000 in decreases and 
they ended up with a balanced budget.
   He said he does not foresee further cuts 
necessary for the upcoming year.
   The amended 2011-12 landfill revenue 
was $1.2 million and $1.1 million is 
expected for 2012-13.
   Glahn said dispatch did not move to 
Huron Township as soon as expected, so 
Sumpter did not save as much money as 
expected. However, Sumpter will save 

almost half of what it paid when it ran its 
own dispatch.
   The latest date for dispatch’s switch 
to Huron Township was April 1. Glahn 
said there have been plans made to pay 
the dispatchers that are leaving extended 
benefits past the time of their job loss to 
soften the blow.
   Glahn said the water fund is a problem. 
Detroit Water Department is tacking on a 
mysterious $200,000 service charge, so 
water is costing more, beyond any rate 
hikes, he said.
   He said the township is seeing the 
effects of inflation in many ways. Landfill 
royalties hit bottom, going down 70% of 
what it was eight years ago when he joined 
the township, which was “a huge drop.”
   He said population in the township has 
decreased by 15% and there is $126,000 
less state shared revenue.
   Wolverine Power Supply Cooperative is 
the township’s largest taxpayer. In spring 
2010 Wolverine bought the FirstEnergy 
Generation 340 megawatt peaking power 
plant on Rawsonville Road. In 2010, 
Wolverine appealed its property assessment 
and won.
   Almost all of the $3.5 million tax it paid 
went to the Lincoln School District, along 
with portions of that total to the zoo, Wayne 
County Community College, the jail and 
other entities, along with a small amount to 
Sumpter, he said.
   The state dropped the Wolverine 
assessment from $71 million to $68 million 
and all the extra tax it paid had to be paid 
back.
   Sumpter had to refund close to $90,000, he 
said. Also, Wolverine’s taxes for 2010 and 
2011 were lowered, as well, and Sumpter 
will see a portion of that decrease.
   When Wolverine appealed its assessment 
to the state , the state treasurer sent letters 
to the township and school district to set 
money side in case Wolverine won its 
appeal.
   He said for just one year the school 
operation fund had to refund $157,000 and 
the debt fund $64,000. There was a total of 
over $500,000 from the school district.
   All the entities together paid back $1.906 
million to Wolverine.
   Glahn said Sumpter sent its check to 
hit the March 28 deadline to pay without 
interest.
   Since the township revenue was lower, 
“We are fortunate the unions all agreed to 
keep the status quo with no pay increases,” 
Glahn said.
   He said it was fortunate the township got 
ahead of its problems.
   “I was there and I told them they couldn’t 
continue this way and they listened,” Glahn 
said, praising the officials who took him 
serious in the past, so the budgets could be 
balanced.

Get the free mobile app at
http://gettag.mobi
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN

NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING
VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP HALL

46425 TYLER ROAD

The Charter Township of Van Buren Board of Trustees will hold a Public Hearing in 
conjunction with the Regular Board meeting on Tuesday, April 17, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. in 
the Board Room at Township Hall, 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, MI  48111 
to consider a request for an Exemption of New Personal Property pursuant to Act 328, 
Michigan Public Acts of 1998, as amended for Constellium Automotive USA, LLC 
6331 Schooner Dr., Van Buren Township, Wayne County, Michigan.  Following is the 
described parcel:

Parcel # 83-017-99-0014-703

05 H3 PT OF NE 1/4 SEC 5 T3S R8E DESC AS BEG S 88D 09M 00S W 1215.10 FT 
AND S 04D 28M 18S E 1011.81 FT FROM NE COR SEC 5: TH S 04D 28M 18S E 
1149.42 FT TH S 77D 31M 39S W 1013.28 FT TH N 04D 28M 18S W 1079.12 FT TH 
ALONG A CURVE CONCAVE TO THE W RAD 430.00 FT CHORD N 09D 28M 52S 
E 207.36 FT TH N 04D 28M 18S W 10.09 FT TH N 85D 31M 42S E 953.42 FT TO 
POB. 27.93 AC.

Written comments may be forwarded to the Township Clerk, 46425 Tyler Road, Van 
Buren Township, MI 48111.  

      Leon Wright, Clerk
      Charter Township of Van Buren
Publish: April 5, 2012

April 12, 2012

Sumpter Township
Public Notice

Sumpter Township
Regular Board Meeting Minutes

March 13, 2012
Meeting called to order by Treasurer J. Morgan at 
6:45 pm showing present: Treasurer J. Morgan, 
Trustees: Bates, Hamm, and P. Morgan. Excused 
absence: Supervisor Vawters, Clerk Hoffman, & 
Trustee:  Kennedy. Also present: Attorney Young, 
Deputy Clerk Hurst and approximately 22 residents.  
3. Agenda: Motion by P. Morgan supported by Hamm 
to approve the agenda with items S thru W added. 
Motion carried unanimously.
4. Public Comments only on Agenda items
5. Minutes:
   A. Motion by P. Morgan supported by Hamm to 
approve the regular board meeting minutes February 
14, 2012. Motion carried unanimously.
   B. Motion by Bates, supported by P. Morgan to 
approve block grant public hearing minutes February 
21, 2012. Motion carried unanimously.
   C. Motion by Bates, supported by P. Morgan 
to approve the special board meeting minutes of 
February 21, 2012. Motion carried unanimously.
   D. Motion by Hamm, supported by Bates to accept 
the minutes of Planning Commission February 9, 
2012. Motion carried unanimously.
6. Warrants: Motion by P. Morgan, supported by 
Bates to approve the warrants totaling $1,442,594.89. 
Roll call vote: Yes: J. Morgan, Bates, Hamm, & P. 
Morgan. Nay: None. Absent:  Kennedy, Vawters, & 
Hoffman. Motion carried unanimously.
7. Water & Sewer: Motion by P. Morgan, supported 
by Hamm to approve the water & sewer report as 
submitted. Motion carried unanimously.
8. Police/Ordinance: Motion by P. Morgan, supported 
by Hamm to approve the Police/Ordinance report as 
submitted. Motion carried unanimously.  
9. Building: Motion by P. Morgan, supported by 
Hamm to approve the building report as submitted.  
Motion carried unanimously.
10. Fire: Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Hamm 
to approve the fire report as submitted. Motion carried 
unanimously.
11. Treasurer: Motion by P. Morgan, supported by 
Hamm to approve the treasurers’ report as submitted.  
Motion carried unanimously.
12. Supervisor: Motion by P. Morgan, supported by 
Bates to approve the supervisors report as presented 
by Deputy Supervisor Moody. Motion carried 
unanimously.
13. Attorney:  Motion by P. Morgan, supported 
by Bates to approve all the reports. Motion carried 
unanimously.
14. Board Response
15. New Business:
   A. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Bates 
to approve to extend lease for the Public Service 
Credit Union to August 31, 2012. Motion carried 
unanimously.
   B. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Hamm to 
approve to go out for bids for senior grass cutting paid 
out of C.D.B.G. Funds. Motion carried unanimously.
   C. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Hamm 
to approve to accept with regrets the resignation 
of fire fighter Joshua Beaudrie. Motion carried 
unanimously.
   D. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Bates 
to approve to go out for bids for grass cutting at 
abandoned/blighted/foreclosed properties. Motion 
carried unanimously.
   E. Motion by Hamm, supported by P. Morgan to 
approve to go out for bids for site work at Banotai 
Park paid out of 2010-2011 Wayne County Parks 
Grant. Motion carried unanimously.
   F. Motion by Bates, supported by P. Morgan to 
TABLE to pay METCO invoice #0518-47 Storm 
Water $4,858.50. Motion carried unanimously.
   G. Motion by Bates supported by P. Morgan to 
TABLE to pay METCO invoice # 0518-48 Storm 
water $518.00. Motion carried unanimously.
   H. Motion by Hamm, supported by Bates to approve 
paying METCO invoice # 1009A-1 concrete work 
$1,630.50. Motion carried unanimously.
   I. Motion by Hamm, supported by Bates to approve 
to pay METCO invoice #1009B-1 concrete work 
$2,125.50. Motion carried unanimously.
   J. Motion by Bates, supported by Hamm to approve 
to pay METCO invoice #1009-3 Concrete work 
$515.00. Motion carried unanimously.

   K. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Hamm to 
approve to upgrade the server at township hall cost 
$4,569.99. Motion carried unanimously.
   L. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Bates to 
TABLE to pay Giffels-Webster Engineers the balance 
owed $12,939.25. Motion carried unanimously.
   M. Motion by Bates, supported by Hamm to approve 
to set a special meeting to interview 3 Engineering 
firms finalists on March 20, 2012 at 11:00 am. Motion 
carried unanimously.
   N. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Bates to 
approve to set a public hearing regarding the 2012-
2013 budget March 27, 2012 at 5:30 pm. Motion 
carried unanimously.
   O. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Bates to 
approve to accept the recommendation from the 
Planning Commission to rezone from R2 to C2 for 
19865 Sumpter 81-038-01-0009-000. Motion carried 
unanimously.
   P. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Hamm to 
approve the list of changes to Standard Operation 
Procedures as recommended by fire committee and 
to TABLE the Standards of Conduct for the Fire 
Department until next board meeting. Motion carried 
unanimously.
   Q. Motion by P. Morgan supported by Bates to 
approve the purchase the property at 23496 Sumpter 
81-064-99-0013-004 for $15,000.00. Motion carried 
unanimously.
   R. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Hamm to 
approve to purchase a Dell computer server for 
police department cost $5,779.47.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
   S. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Hamm to 
approve the PNA rental fees as presented by the PNA 
hall committee.  Motion carried unanimously.
   T. Motion by Hamm, supported by P. Morgan to 
approve the hiring of Stardust & Clean as cleaning 
agents for PNA hall as recommended by PNA hall 
committee. Motion carried unanimously.
   U. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Hamm to 
approve to instruct the Clerk’s Office to handle rental 
applications of PNA hall as recommended by PNA 
hall committee. Motion carried unanimously.
   V. Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Hamm to 
approve to update the ordinance regarding noxious 
shrubs, plants & weeds. Motion carried unanimously.
   W. Motion P. Morgan, supported by Bates to 
approve to replace the cemetery ordinance. Motion 
carried unanimously.
16. Announcements
17. Open Floor
18. Adjournment:  Motion by P. Morgan, supported 
by Hamm to adjourn at 7:20 pm. Motion carried 
unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk
CERTIFICATION
I, Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk of Sumpter Township, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy 
of minutes taken at a Regular Board Meeting of 
the Sumpter Township Board of Trustees on March 
13, 2012 at 6:45pm at the Sumpter Township Hall, 
23480 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111, County 
of Wayne, and that said meeting was conducted and 
public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to 
and in full compliance with the Open Meeting Act, 
being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and 
that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be 
available as required by said act.
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk
Published: April 5, 2012

Sumpter Township
Public Notice

Sumpter seeking bids
The Township of Sumpter is seeking 
sealed bids for site work/parking lot 
installation/concrete work for Banotai 
Park. Specifications may be picked 
up at the Sumpter Township Clerk’s 
Office 23480 Sumpter Road, Belleville, 
MI 48111. Sealed bids are due in the 
Township Clerk’s Office no later than 
April 12, 2012 at 4:30 pm. Bids will be 

opened on April 13, 2012 at 10:00 am.   
Publish April 5, 2012

  

Sumpter Township
Public Notice

Sumpter Township
Special Board Meeting Minutes

March 20, 2012
11:00 a.m.

Meeting called to order by Supervisor Vawters at 
11:00 am showing present: Supervisor Vawters, Clerk 
Hoffman, Treasurer J. Morgan, Trustees:  Bates, 
Hamm, & P. Morgan. Excused absence Trustee 
Kennedy. Also present Deputy Clerk Hurst and 
approximately 2 residents.  
3. Agenda: Motion by P. Morgan, approved J. Morgan 
to approve the agenda as presented. Motion carried 
unanimously.
   A. First interview was Spicer Group present Ron 
Hansen and Evan Pratt.
   B. Second interview was Hennessey Engineers, Inc. 
present Joan Hennessey, John Hennessey, J.W. Papez, 
& Richard Kern.
   C. Third interview was Wade Trim present David 
Nummer and William Fisher.
4.  Open floor
5.  Adjournment:  Motion by P. Morgan, supported 
by Bates to adjourn at 1:08 pm. Motion carried 
unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk
CERTIFICATION
I, Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk of Sumpter 
Township, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a 
true copy of minutes taken at a Special Board Meeting 
of the Sumpter Township Board of Trustees on March 
20, 2012 at 11:00 am at the Sumpter Township Hall, 
23480 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111, County 
of Wayne, and that said meeting was conducted and 
public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to 
and in full compliance with the Open Meeting Act, 
being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and 
that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be 
available as required by said act.
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk 
Published: April 5, 2012  

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

Tiffany Moody and James Thomas of 
Sumpter Township announce the birth 
of their son Chase Anthony Thomas. He 
was born at 7:49 p.m. March 14, 2012 at 
Oakwood Annapolis Hospital, weighing 
6 pounds, 6 ounces and measuring 21.5 
inches long. He was welcomed home 
by his sister Haidyn Thomas, age 3. 
Grandparents are Craig and Barb Moody 
and Jim and Debbie Thomas.

Welcome,
Chase Anthony Thomas

April Birthdays
   April 1 – Daniel Martin, Joanne Posegay
   April 15 – Heather McArthur
   April 22 – Elliott Sala, Sarah Atwood
   April 29 – Evelyn Posegay
   April 30 – Ginny Guerin

Do you have a birthday in April? Does 
anyone you know have an April birthday? 
Call the Independent at 699-9020 and let 
us know. We’ll list it in this column ASAP 
following your call. There is no charge.
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PUT OVER 25 YEARS EXPERIENCE TO WORK FOR YOU!

Quality Home
Maintenance Service

47500 W. Huron River Drive
Belleville, MI 48111

Licensed
Insured

24 Hour Service

25 Years
Experience

Rick Smith
Electrician

Builder
734-968-4509

Kitchens & Baths • Additions • Basements 
Decks • Pole Barns • Electrical • Concrete

Retaining Walls • Docks
FREE

ESTIMATES
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New patients only. Includes regular teeth
cleaning, doctor’s exam and up to 4 bitewing

x-rays. Call on or before April 30, 2012.
Please mention this ad when calling.

District Library Board 
sets up side ledger for 
bond reimbursement

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Belleville Area District Library 
Board unanimously authorized putting 
expenses related to planning for a new 
library in a subsidiary ledger so that these 
expenses can be reimbursed from future 
bond proceeds.
   The action was taken by resolution at the 
March 13 meeting of the board.
   Treasurer Elaine Gutierrez said the 
ledger was, “So we have that ready when 
we do pass a bond issue so that it will be 
reimbursed on the budget, so that we can 

add that money into the fund balance so 
that we’ll have more assets.
   “Right now we’re using that money in 
the budget and our fund balance is going 
down, whereas we’ll be reimbursed for that 
later and build up the fund balance again,” 
she said.
   City Councilwoman Kim Tindall asked 
from the audience if these amounts will go 
back to cover retroactive expenses.
   “We’ll have to go back and break out the 
expenses and this will take a little time,” 
Gutierrez said.
   “You may need to go back into last 
year’s budget to identify some costs,” said 
Belleville resident Mike Renaud.
   “It’s the fund balance and that continues 
year after year,” Gutierrez said.
   “Being devil’s advocate, what if the bond 

doesn’t pass?” asked Belleville resident 
George Chedraue.
   “The resolution states future bond 
proceeds,” said vice chairman Christina 
Brasil. “This could happen two years from 
now or, God forbid, 20 years from now.”
   “Are you going to make it public?” 
Renaud asked, pointing out it was public 
funds involved.
   Library Director Deb Green said the 
reports could be made quarterly.

Attorney/closed sessions
   Vera Howell, a Belleville resident, told 
the board that she feels the library board 
needs its own attorney, which should not 
be the Belleville city attorney. John Day 
represented both the library and the city.
   Howell said she thinks there should be 
two attorneys – one for the library and one 
for the city.
   “We do have another attorney, and if there 
is ever a conflict of interest, she can step 
in,” said secretary Joy Cichewicz. “Her 
name is Anne Seurynck. She is a well-
known attorney for libraries. The reason 
we have two is having a local attorney 
is much more cost-effective. She lives in 
Grand Rapids.”
   (Seurynck was officially hired by the 
board on Feb. 8, 2011 at a cost of $190 per 
hour.)
   “Think about it,” said Chairman Mary 
Jane Dawson. “What’s the big slogan? 
Shop in Belleville. Mr. Day is a local 
attorney… We had her (Seurynck) here 
about a year ago.”
    “We may have two attorneys, but I think 
John Day handles most of the legal issues,” 
said Chedraue, an attorney who lives in 
Belleville.
   “He’s handling this land acquisition 
transaction. I think that’s why Vera is 
wondering why you have the same attorney 
for the city and land acquisition.
   “That’s not my question,” Chedraue 
continued. “I wish John was here because 
of one of the questions I have.
   “My theory has always been, ‘What 
happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas.’ At the last 
city council meeting the fact was brought 
up that members of the library talked to 
members of city council concerning what 
happens at closed door meetings.
   “Don’t look surprised, it was, and it was 
in the paper. And, what happens at closed 
door meetings … what happens in Vegas 
stays in Vegas.
   “Once you start opening and telling 
people outside of the closed-door meeting 
what you guys talked about in a closed 
door meeting is no longer privileged and is 
no longer a closed-door meeting.
   “So, I can technically ask everyone 
here tonight: What was your discussion 
during your closed-door meetings because 
somebody went and talked to people at 
City Council at the meeting.
   “Don’t look surprised. Kereen [Mayor 
Conley] said it. She talked to someone 
on this board, whoever that was. I’m not 
your attorney, but my advice would be, 
you know they used to say ‘Loose lips sink 
ships?’ And, Eisenhower did have a couple 
people executed because they talked too 
much because they caused problems.

   “If you don’t want to have this problem 
of me asking that question at the next 
meeting, my advice is please don’t talk to 
other people confidentially about what goes 
on in closed door meetings,” Chedraue 
concluded.
   In other business at the 59-minute, March 
13 meeting, the library board:
   • Discussed problems with maintenance 
of the present building. Board member 
John Juriga said the railing on the porch 
was loose and Mark Burger was called 
to take care of that. Burger pointed out 
the supports of the portico roof are rusted 
and it could blow away in a heavy wind. 
Davenport was called to look at solutions. 
Also, the parking lot drain grate was lifting 
up and cutting people’s tires. They had 
Davenport take it out because it hadn’t 
functioned for 25 years;
   • Heard Director Green report that the 
City of Romulus may levy a library tax, 
which does not take a vote of the people, to 
support the library; 
   • Heard Green report the library had to 
call the police for its first-ever fight on the 
porch a few weeks earlier. Both girls were 
taken into police custody and banned from 
the library for one month. Several library 
patrons expressed concern;
   • Heard Green report that Chuck Syer, the 
security guard, has found a replacement 
for himself when he moves: Aaron Saylor. 
The two will work together to increase the 
patrol from five to ten hours a week;
   • Heard Green report the Friends of the 
Library are helping to promote National 
Library Week and are purchasing a Kindle 
Fire to give away as a grand prize. Raffle 
tickets can be earned by checking out a 
book, getting a library card, or submitting 
a “Why I love my library” note;
   • Heard support for the library board’s 
work offered by Julea Ward, a seven-year 
resident of Van Buren Township. She said 
the idea of a library on the lake was exciting 
and she would like a big library;
   • Heard Regina Miller of Van Buren 
Township voice concern about the 
hydroponic shop and the cleaners who are 
in the area, 397 Main, being considered 
for a library site. “We owe it to them to 
let them know,” Miller said and Chairman 
Dawson said it was her understanding that 
the owner of the building alerted them;
   • Heard Green announce the library fund 
raiser “Murder Maestro Please” dinner 
theater at the Bayou on May 8 for $25 per 
person; and
   • Heard board member Mike Boelter say 
that when the board went to the city council 
meeting, the council was going to make a 
list of questions. Chairman Dawson said 
this list has not been received. She waved a 
copy of the Feb. 12 city council minutes in 
the air and then tossed the document over 
to the secretary, apparently to include in 
the minutes of the library board meeting. 
“They passed a motion,” she emphasized.



Page 18� Belleville Area Independent/April 5, 2012April 5, 2012/Belleville Area Independent� Page 19

The Belleville independenT
now AccepTs crediT cArds!

(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

The Belleville 
independenT
now AccepTs
crediT cArds!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

The Belleville independenT
now AccepTs crediT cArds!

(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

The Belleville 
independenT
now AccepTs
crediT cArds!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

The Belleville
independenT
now AccepTs

crediT cArds!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

The Belleville
independenT
now AccepTs

crediT cArds!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

The Belleville
independenT
now AccepTs
crediT cArds!

(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

The Belleville
independenT now AccepTs

crediT cArds!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

The Belleville
independenT now AccepTs

crediT cArds!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

The Belleville independenT
now AccepTs crediT cArds!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

The Belleville independenT
now AccepTs crediT cArds!
(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT
CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

HELP WANTED

Experienced Managers, 
Bartenders, Cooks, Cooks, 

Dishwashers, Wait Staff 
Host & Hostesses.
Send Resume to:

Johnny’s Sports
Bar & Grill
146 High St.,

Belleville, MI 48111

Dimitri’s of Belleville 
Now HiriNg Cooks, 

PreP Cooks, maNagers 
aND wait staff.
seND resume to:

11511 Belleville rD.
Belleville, mi 48111

VEHICLE FOR SALE

HELP WANTED
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PETS/LIVESTOCK
HELP WANTED

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Join the team. Assist persons we 

serve in their home and community.  
$8.00 total per hr. plus good benefits.
Fax to 734-699-9593 or
734-699-9806 Belleville.
Visit us at www.Quest365.org

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
11900 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-8687

The Belleville Presbyterian Church Presents:

rummage Sale
April 13th And 14th 9:00Am – 3:00pm
There will be collectibles, bedding, books, 

glassware, small appliances, holiday items, 
craft items, knick knacks, toys, jewelry, 

cookware, dishes, canning jars, 
sorry no clothing. Something for everyone!

HOUSE FOR SALE

HANDYMAN BLOWOUT!
HOMES FOR $100!
Many to Choose.
Available Now.
Call Raymond!!!

Bankruptcy, Foreclosures,
and Bad Credit OK!

Accepting All Applications!

RAWSONVILLE WOODS

734-461-6700
------------

HOME FOR SALE in Belleville 6437 
Denton Rd.  3 BR. 1 bath Single Family 
home/fixer upper.  Owner financing or 
cash discount.  $750 down, $370/mo.  
(803) 978-1540 or (803) 403-9555.       4/05

------------

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real 
Estate Firm.  For appointment call    
(734) 697-1800                             TFN

------------
APPLIANCE REPAIR TECHNICIAN 
needed.  Prefer experience but willing 
to train.  Must have good driving record..  
(734) 722-7708                                      4/12

------------
BAR MAID/WAITRESS needed part 
time plus Grill Cook.  Apply AFTER 
4 p.m.  Red Rooster, 51390 Willis Rd. 
Belleville.                                          4/05

------------
DAY CARE OPENINGS.  FULL TIME.   
Infant/Toddler.  Summer opening for 
school age.      (734) 323-5062           4/05

------------
FORD CERTIFIED Technician plus Ford 
Certified Diesel Technician needed.  Plenty 
of work.  Great pay & benefits.  Contact 
Bill Parks at bparks@atchinsonford.net or 
(734) 697-9161x 209                             4/26

------------
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Photo courtesy Keystone Academy
The Students of the Month at Keystone Academy are, from left in front: Trevor Smith, 
Xavier Mills, Gavin Kotlarczyk, Maura Henderson, Corinne Dyer, Madison Buxton, 
Molly Cote, and Emily Richardson. Middle row: Jalen Parker, Nicholas Franklin, 
Keenan Alliston, Madison Yocum, Jasmine Davillier, Michael Novay, Roman Kenyon, 
and Jamilah Hendricks. Back row: Tiffany Walker, Elizabeth Riley, Katelyn Thomas, 
Matthew Abel, Loren Vail, Janey Stuckey, Morgan Marshall and Samantha Maniez. Not 
pictured are the PM kindergarteners: Richard Brooks, Kendall Volk, and Molly Parsons.

Jitterbugs Elite Dance Inc. won Top First, 
First Overall, and got High Point Award 
at the Kids’ Artistic Revue competition in 
Walled Lake March 18. Back row, from 
left, are Devon Stakley, Cierra Barrett and 
Samantha Robson. Front, from left, are  
Victoria Jeross, Lauren Swallow, and 
Alyssa Schubert. In addition, Samantha 
won first place and second overall in her 
division for Solo and Devon and Alyssa 
won first place for their Duet. Jitterbugs 
is affiliated with the Van Buren Township 
Parks and Recreation Department. 

Arts Council sets another fund-
raising dinner for April 15
 
   The Belleville Area Council for the Arts has 
scheduled its third fund-raising dinner from 1 
to 5 p.m. on Sunday, April 15, to help fund its 
planned new building on Main Street.
   The dinner will be at the Masonic Temple at the 
corner of Main and High Streets in downtown 
Belleville.  Service is limited to 125 people and 
it will be first come, first served.
   Dinner will consist of ham and all the trimmings 
plus a selection of home-made desserts.  Dinner 
will also be available “to go”.  Adult dinners are 
$9 and children 10 and under are $5.
   There will also be a selection of “Chinese 
Auction” items to bid on.
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WANTED:
JUNK CARS
Running or Not. Top $

Paid. Call For Free
Pickup. Drive In For

Extra Dollars.
734-282-1700FOR SALE

WANTED

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
GARAGE/YARD SALE SERVICES

The Belleville independenT
now AccepTs crediT cArds!

(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)
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FOR RENT

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

Call FIRST CLASS LANDSCAPING
(734) 699-4711

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
YEAR RouND SERvICES

*Landscaping Maintenance*
*Snow Removal* Garage, Basement 

& Attic Clean-ups*
Removal of: unwanted Home 

Items, Inside or outside Debris.

Take Advantage of Early Bird Rates!

Belleville, Michigan
Match or Beat All Competitor’s 

Prices! Free Estimates.
Veterans & Senior Discounts.
(734) 497-5888

Sarvis - N - Sons Cement

Gerry’s Small Engine
and Equipment Repair

Tractors, Lawn, Garden &
Small Construction Equipment

Gerry Gentz
Willis, MI 734-461-0158

Pick-Up/Delivery
Service Available

WE DO HOUSECALLS!

APRIL SPECIALS
20% OFF

ALL LABORVEHICLE FOR SALE

LOST

FREE

SERVICES

PETS/LIVESTOCK

• Driveway Paving •
• Parking Lot Repair •

• Line Striping •
• Hot Rubber Crack Fill •
• Asphalt Sealcoating •

FREE ESTIMATES
(734) 796-3031 or

(734) 502-5954
www.hncpropertymaintenance.com

ASPHALT MAINTENANCE:

Call Sun Homes Today
888-235-4695

Or apply online
www.4lakeview.com

EHO Expires 4/30/2012
*some restrictions apply

BRAND NEW
GORGEOUS HOMES!
Discounted Security Deposit*

Up To 1,056 Sq./Ft.
Starting as low as $779/month!

FREE
RENT UNTIL

5-1-12

RUMMAGE & BAKE SALE.  Morning 
Star Church.  44441 Clay Rd. April 4-6, 
9 a.m./5 p.m.                                      4/05

------------
MULTI FAMILY SALE.  28101 KARR 
Rd.  S. of Willow Rd.  April 12-14, 9 a.m. 
- 4 p.m.  Household, Seasonal & Garden 
items.  Clothes, Toys, Princess house, 
Avon.                                               4/12

------------

2002 25’ MALLARD TRAVEL Trailer.  
2 owner trailer, sleeps 6, BR. on one end 
(queen size), new water pump, electric ton 
jack.  Excellent Condition.  $6,200 obo  
(734) 635-6045                                      4/05

------------
GARAGE OVERLOAD.  MUST SEE.  
Couch, Chair, TV stands, Kitchenette Van 
seat, Fridge, TV.s, Clothes (Baby to Adult 
plus sizes plus maternity).  Everything 
Best Offer.  (734) 444-9989                   4/12

------------
SOCCER EQUIPMENT - 6’ Pugg Nets, 6 
Seater Bench, Balls, Cones, Cleats & Shin 
Guards.  (734) 697-0091 ask for Marc.  4/19

------------
GEO TRACKS, Lots of Tracks, Buildings 
& Trains.  Must see what we have.  $300 
obo.  (734) 697-0091 ask for Marc.       4/19

------------
2nd ROW CAPTAIN SEATS, grey cloth 
for a 2008 Chevy Uplander.  $75 for both.  
(734) 697-0091 ask for Marc.                4/19

------------

C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions 
Discount Prices  -  Guaranteed!             
(734) 282-1700                             TFN

------------ 
2008 FOCUS 55K, 31-MPG in city.  
Ex. Condition.  Very well maintained.  
Asking Kelly Blue Book price of good 
condition.  $9,900 obo  (734) 770-1013 
or (734) 777-1462                             4/05 

------------
2005 CHEVY IMPALA.  106,180 miles, 
recent rebuilt transmission, new muffler.  
As Is $3,000 obo.  Needs repair, front right 
fender.  (734) 699-6648                 4/05

------------
1998 SILVER GRAND PRIX with 
sun roof.  Runs good.  $3000 obo  
(734) 961-8252                             4/19

------------

AKC YELLOW LAB RETRIEVER Pups.  
Champion blood line.  Sire & Dam OFA 
certified.  1st. Shots, 7 weeks.  $500 each.  
(517) 423-8920                                      4/05

------------

------------
ST.VINCENT DePAUL is in need of 
your CLEAN in Working Condition 
useable stoves, refrigerators, washers 
& dryers.  For needy families in 
Belleville, Van Buren & Sumpter areas.    
(734) 461-2763                             TFN

------------
WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless.  Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.  
(734) 697-5600                           TFN

------------
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS 
of Shampoo, Toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit.   Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.  
(734) 697-5600                        TFN

------------
GENE & SON TOWING.  WE BUY 
Junk Cars.  Top Dollar paid.  We pick 
up.  7 days a week.  (734) 502-4017 or 
(734) 686-1250                               4/05

------------
WILL BUY YOUR GUNS, RIFLES & 
Shotguns.  Call Jim  (734) 216-4166     4/12

------------
LOOKING FOR HELP TO Renovate 
my vacant home.  Will pay by hr. or job.  
(734) 915-7297                              4/12

------------

ALICIA FOLEY, Jackson Street. 
YOU’VE Won a dozen free  roses.  Pick 
them up at Main St. Flower’s downtown, 
Belleville.  www.mainstreetflowers.com 
or (734) 697-7400                            TFN

------------

REWARD - Lost our African Grey 
Parrott on March 16th from Lenmoore 
area.  It flew toward Belleville. May 
have been captured by man with blanket.  
(734) 697-3689                           4/12

------------
1 yr. old  TERRIER/Aust./Shepherd mix.  
Looks like Doberman Pinscher.  Under 
40 lbs. No collar.  Vicinity Harmony 
Lanes Sub.  Missing since 4-02-12.  
(734) 697-9446                          4/19

------------
ELECTRONIC LEAP FROG Hand held 
game.  Left at Frosty Boy, Belleville Rd.  
Call Mike  (734) 699-7188                    4/19

------------

------------
SM. 2 BR. BRICK HOUSE.  Immediate 
Occupancy (City of Belleville).  Full 
basement, 2 car garage.  No Pets.  $750/
mo. plus utilities.  $750 security deposit.  
(734) 740-5270                        4/05

------------
3 BR. HOUSE on ¾ acre., Tyler Rd.  
$850/mo. plus utilities & security 
deposit.  Credit Check. (734) 972-1787, 
(734) 353-1111 or (734) 394-6733        4/05

------------
2 BR. APT. $700/mo. or $650/mo. with 
$650 security.  Heat included.  No lease 
or Credit check.  Available Immediately.  
(734) 844-8241                                      4/12

------------

GREAT 1 BR. APARTMENT.  ALL 
Utilities included w/cable.  On Main 
St.  $630/mo. Plus first, last & security.  
(734) 788-1719                                  4/05

------------

LOCAL HANDYMAN - SOME 
Jobs too LARGE - NO JOB too 
SMALL. Residential Snow Plowing.                  
LICENSED & REFERENCES.           
(734) 765-9224                            TFN

------------
C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions 
Discount Prices    - Guaranteed  !!!   
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

------------
BELLEVILLE MURALIST/PAINTER 
of art & graphics.  Children’s rooms &  
man caves.  (734) 231-3289                   4/05

------------
ROOFING & SIDING.  All Hand 
Nailed Roofs.  Licensed & Insured.  Free 
Estimates.  Del’s Roofing, 30 yrs. Exp.  
(734) 699-8199                             4/05

------------
DEPENDABLE LAWN SERVICE.  
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL   
Lawn Cutting - Spring Clean-Up - 
Aerating - Mulch - Shrub Trimming - 
Pruning - Brick Pavers & De-thatching.  
(734) 587-2410 or (734) 693-4712        9/27

------------

SPRING CLEAN UP - HAULING & 
Seasonal Mowing.  Sm. Lots up to 3 acres.  
Murray’s General Services.          (734) 
325-6062                                      4/05

------------

------------
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CALL US FIRST!
• COMPLETELY PAVED PREMISES •

• LIGHTED, SECURE AREA •
WITH CAMERA MONITORING

• 24 HOUR / 7 DAY ACCESS •
• MONTH TO MONTH •

• DISCOUNTS FOR LONG TERM •
• INDOOR AND OUTDOOR STORAGE •

• MOVING SUPPLIES AND LOCKS •
• 4 SIZES AVAILABLE •

734-482-1502
6130 RAWSONVILLE RD. • BELLEVILLE
(1 MILE SOUTH OF I-94 AT TEXTILE RD.)

www.ulockitselfstorage.com
ulockit@sbcglobal.net

SERVING
YPSILANTI
TOWNSHIP!

MOVE IN SPECIAL!
1/2 OFF FIRST MONTH!

Sumpter Township 
Board sets proposed fees 
for rental of PNA Hall

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

Editor’s Note: The crowded March 13 
agenda of the Sumpter Township Board 
of Trustees had 23 action items. The 
Independent reported on some of them in 
last week’s paper. Here’s the rest of the 
story.
   The PNA Hall, set to reopen March 29 
after being closed all winter as an economic 
measure, has been scrubbed and polished 
and has a new, large ice maker.
   At the March 13 meeting, the Sumpter 
Township Board of Trustees approved the 
preliminary PNA Hall rental fees.
   A committee of Trustees Peggy Morgan 
and Bill Hamm and Deputy Treasurer 
Karen Armatis worked on the details and 
presented the proposed rental fees.    
   The rental fees are Friday and Saturday, 
$550 plus, $200 security deposit, and from 
Sunday through Thursday, $250/$100 
security.
   There no longer will be free rentals to 
non-profit agencies. There was some 
discussion as to what, exactly, the motion 
at the last meeting said about the PNA 
opening. Details were to be brought back 
to the next meeting.
   The committee also recommended the 
Clerk’s office handle renting of the PNA 
Hall, which the board approved.
   Showings will have to be done during 
regular business hours.
   Before the hall was closed last winter, 
Trustee Linda Kennedy had handled 
renting details. She became ill and hasn’t 
attended a meeting in almost a year and has 
been unable to handle rental duties.
   In other business at the March 13 meeting, 
the board:
   • Approved Stardust cleaners as the 
company to clean the PNA before opening 
and after use in the future. Trustee Peggy 
Morgan said they got estimates for cleaning 
and the Sumpter Township resident was the 
low bidder at $100 per cleaning and $300 
for the initial first deep cleaning;
   • Approved an upgraded Noxious Weeds 
and Shrubs ordinance;
   • Approved a new ordinance to replace 

the former Cemetery Ordinance;
   • Heard Deputy Supervisor Craig 
Moody report that the township just got 
word that two roads have been upgraded 
from secondary to primary road status, 
which means they will be maintained by 
the county like Sumpter Road. The new 
primary roads are Harris, from Savage to 
Martinsville, and Martinsville, from Harris 
to Judd;
   • Heard resident Mary Ban said she 
talked to Keystone Academy school board 
president Vesta Losen about the 8 a.m. and 
3:15 p.m. backups at the corner of Sumpter 
and Bemis. She said Losen will study the 
situation. Ban contends a left-turn arrow is 
called for on Bemis to clear the congestion, 
but Deputy Supervisor Moody said he sat 
at the gas station and watched the corner 
and while traffic is backed up during those 
times, it clears within 20 minutes. He said 
he did put in a request with the county for 
an arrow, “But, don’t count on it”; and
   • Heard Ban discuss the closing of Elwell 
School, saying she has copies of the letters 
published in the Independent on the subject. 
“It’s a shame the school board didn’t let 
you know [in advance],” she said. She 
said that Keystone, a public charter school, 
got high scores in the national NWEA 
testings for grades 2-8. She said the scores 
were 19% higher than the Van Buren and 
Lincoln schools and 10% higher than the 
state average. “It’s unfortunate one person 
has all this power,” Ban said of the Van 
Buren schools. “I think it’s a disgrace” that 
they want to tear Elwell down. She said it 
should be sold to another group to use. “So 
many people are hurt by this,” Ban said. 
Ban also agreed with letter-writer Cornell 
Anton that the present high school could be 
used for a district library and the drainage 
pond and parking, set for the site of the 
present BHS, could be put in the “back 40” 
of the site. Township attorney Rob Young 
reminded Ban that the district library plans 
still require a vote of the people. Ban 
replied, “A lot of people say: No Way.”

Benefit set May 5 in New 
Boston for man needing 
kidney transplant
   A benefit will be held at 4 p.m. Saturday, 
May 5, at the Sportsman’s Club in New 
Boston to help the family of Johnny 
Valchine, who is unable to work as he 
awaits a kidney transplant.
   Tickets are $10 each. Friends are bringing 
dishes to pass for the meal being offered.
   Valchine is married to Angie and they 
have two children. There is no money 
coming in and no insurance so friends are 
putting on the benefit to help. Valchine 
formerly owned the Roman Empire pizza 
place on Huron River Dr.
   Bladez hair salon on E. Huron River Drive 
at Biggs Avenue in Belleville is collecting 
donations for the family and will answer 
any questions on the situation at 734-697-
5600.

Willow United Methodist 
Church sets chicken 
supper for April 11
   Willow United Methodist Church, 36925 
Willow Road, New Boston, will serve a 
chicken supper on Wednesday, April 11, 
starting at 5 p.m.
   The menu is: fried chicken, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, biscuits & gravy, 
dinner rolls, dessert, coffee, hot tea, milk.
   Adult tickets are $9 with children 12 and 
under charged $5. Carry-outs will start at 
4:30 p.m. Serving continues until sell out.
   For more information, call the church at 
734-654-9020.

Lincoln Seniors set annual Spring 
Flower, Rummage & Bake Sale
   The Lincoln Golden Ages Seniors will present 
their annual Spring Flower, Rummage, and Bake 
Sale from 7:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. on Wednesday, 
Thursday, and Friday, May 9-11, at the senior 
center in Brick Elementary School.
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

The following are selected runs for VBT Police. For more 
detailed police logs, see www.bellevilleareaindependent.
com .

Sunday, March 25:
   0009 – assault & battery, 49051 Denton
   0017 -- property damage accident, Rawsonville / 
Grove
   0052 – noise complaint, 38 Locust Dr.
   0107 – suicide or attempt, 6 Birch Dr.
   0208 – noise complaint, 158 Aspen Ln.
   0235 – operating while intoxicated, EB I-94 / 
Belleville
   0246 – larceny from auto, 49345 S. I-94 Service
   0331 – suicide or attempt, 7732 Kirkridge Park Dr.
   0411 – shots fired, 6583 Shelley Dr.
   0824 – missing person, 9701 Belleville, Meijer
   0926 – malicious destruction of property, 51250 
Sylvia Dr.
   1010 – warrant arrest, 51207 Sylvia Dr.
   1356 – juvenile complaint, 6760 Maurice Dr.
   1526 – malicious destruction of property, 6936 Anna 
Dr.
   1524 – assault & battery, 48521 S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1547 – shots fired, 6418 Western St.
   1612 – shots fired, Martz/Lohr
   1617 – retail fraud, 2095 Rawsonville, Kmart
   1623 – narcotics crime, Western/Cedar
   1652 – fight, 42054 Zachary St.
   1759 – malicious destruction of property, 9570 
Belleville
   2041 – disturbance, Sylvia Dr./Maurice Dr.
   2047 – assault & battery, 7981 Kirkridge Park Dr.
   2214 – harassment call, 9122 Parkwood Dr.
   2259 – weapons violation, Village Green
Monday, March 26:
   0135 – mental, 44401 S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0644 – holdup alarm, 13554 S. Cumberland Dr.
   0648 – juvenile complaint, 9285 Parkwood Dr.
   1038 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 46171 
Village Green Ln.
   1141 – private property accident, 42350 Van Born
   1258 – property damage accident, 6213 Beck Rd.
   1310 – juvenile complaint, 42500 N. I-94 Service
   1344 – juvenile complaint, 47097 McBride
   1357 – private property accident, VB Plaza
   1641 – larceny, 41775 Ecorse
   1725 – assault & battery, 49070 Denton Rd.
   0558 – fraud all, 12108 Westlake
   1813 – property damage accident, Sumpter/Bemis
   2158 – fraud all, 9701 Belleville Rd., Meijer
   2259 – mental, 10955 Buchanan St.
   2322 – assault & battery, 41 Brandi Dr.
Tuesday, March 27:
   0132 – narcotics crime, 46425 Tyler
   0501 – disturbance, 48870 Denton Rd.
   0705 – malicious destruction of property, 48 N. 
Ponderosa Trl.
   0749 – personal injury accident, Rawsonville / Huron 
River Dr.
   0751 – personal injury accident, Savage/Haggerty
   0810 – malicious destruction of property, 42806 
Berkdale Dr.
   1153 – private property accident, 41441 S. Bellridge 
Dr.
   1230 – assault & battery, 7306 Westlake
   1324 – malicious destruction of property, 9721 
Hamilton St.
   1446 – fraud all, 9000 Haggerty Rd.
   1732 – PPO violation, 13332 Linda Vista Ct.
   1935 – juvenile complaint, 44083 Harmony Ln.
   2035 – mental, 9865 Wheeler St.
   2116 – missing person, 41553 McBride
   2150 – property damage accident, S I-94 Service Dr. 
/ Denton Rd.
Wednesday, March 28:
   0103 – operating while intoxicated, Walmart
   0221 – assault & battery, 46145 Village Green Ln.
   0726 – assault & battery, 46121 Village Green Ln.
   1128 – indecent exposure, BP gas, Haggerty Rd. / N. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   1222 – mental, 41553 McBride
   1641 – breaking & entering, 41472 E. Archwood
   1834 – juvenile complaint, Millard/Van Buren
   1857 – breaking & entering, 6730 Rogers Ave.
   1849 – disorderly conduct, 10276 Belleville
   2108 – assault & battery, 9282 Parkwood Dr.
   2256 – noise complaint, 10058 Jackson
Thursday, March 29:

   0004 – narcotics crime, 45501 S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0309 – disturbance, 49050 Denton
   0840 – property damage accident, 16800 Lohr
   0859 – narcotics crime, 47097 McBride
   1026 – breaking & entering, 44012 Timberview
   1413 – property damage accident, Denton/Ecorse
   1508 – private property accident, Walmart
   1659 – juvenile complaint, 72 Maple
   1700 – disorderly conduct, 89 N. Ponderosa Trl.
   1925 – agency assist, Lakeview
   1930 – juvenile complaint, 1210 Westlake
   2011 – fraud all, Meijer
   2053 – intimidation threat, 49946 W. Huron River
Friday, March 30:
   0037 – fight, The Creek
   0557 – personal injury accident, S. I-94 Service Dr. 
/ Denton
   0804 – malicious destruction of property, 8700 
Belleville Rd.
   0845 – larceny from auto, 49070 Denton Rd.
   0905 – larceny from auto, 41500 N. Bellridge
   0939 – shots fired, 11150 Oak Ln.
   1006 – malicious destruction of property, 49251 S. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   1007 – malicious destruction of property, 41533 S. 
Bellridge Dr.
   1231 – larceny from auto, 41611 S. Bellridge Dr.
   1338 – trespassing, 48731 S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1446 – property damage accident, WB I-94 / 
Belleville
   1453 – property damage accident, I-275/Hannan
   1457 – property damage accident, NB I-275 south of 
Hannan
   1612 – property damage accident, Haggerty/Ecorse
   1751 – property damage accident, Belleville/S. I-94 
Service Dr.
   1903 – private property accident, 41472 E. Archwood 
Dr.
   1903 – PPO violation, 46820 Hull Rd.
   1924 – property damage accident, Belleville  / Ecorse
   1949 – disturbance, Walmart
   2014 – suicide or attempt, 9450 Haggerty
   2048 – malicious destruction of property, Valero
   2054 – personal injury accident, Ecorse/Morton Taylor 
Rd.
   2117 – operating while intoxicated, EB I-94 / 
Belleville
   2131 – fraud all, Walmart
   2332 – operating while intoxicated, Bemis / 
Rawsonville
   2336 – disturbance, 49345 S. I-94 Service Dr.
Saturday, March 31:
   0015 – malicious destruction of property, Rawsonville 
/ Martz
   0158 – operating while intoxicated, S. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Belleville Rd.
   0727 – larceny, 5910 Belleville
   1001 – assault & battery, 41462 W. Archwood Dr.
   1021 – larceny from auto, 41462 W. Archwood Dr.
   1042 – private property accident, 41358 Ecorse
   1237 – property damage accident, Beck/Ecorse
   1248 – lake complaint, Belleville Lake
   1331 – larceny from auto, 41601 S. Bellridge Dr.
   1340 – larceny from auto, 10890 Lighthouse Dr.
   1347 – larceny, 26 Brandi
   1711 – property damage accident, 8701 Belleville
   1725 – dumping complaint, Morton Taylor/Tyler
   1807 – fraud all, 2095 Rawsonville, Kmart
   1852 – malicious destruction of property, 8306 
Westlake
   1930 – assault & battery, 40731 S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2141 – juvenile complaint, Peninsular/Ventura
   2256 – noise complaint, Moose Lodge
Also on this week’s log are 219 traffic stops, 27 of which 
were on the freeways: I-94 and I-275.

Sunday, March 25:
   0059 – misc. complaint, 25 Main, minimart
   0132 – follow up, 357 Victorian Ct.
   0150 – intimidation threat, 87 Carmell
   0300 – narcotics crime, Victorian Ln./Savage Rd.
   0317 – domestic assault, 204 Belle Villa Blvd.
   0745 – civil matter, 149 N. Liberty St.
   1315 – private property accident, 5 Pts./minimart
   1323 – malicious destruction of property, 91 Belle 
Villa Blvd.
   1350 – malicious destruction of property, 79 Henry
   1655 – trespassing, Hillside Cemetery
   1827 – animal complaint, Sumpter Rd./Belle Villa 

Blvd.
   1845 – suspicious person, E. Columbia/Madelon
   2202 – agency assist, Main/E. Huron River Dr.
Monday, March 26:
   0202 – agency assist, 99 Carmell
   0251 – assist fire dept., 16 Loza Lane
   0714 – parking complaint, 661 Greylock
   1326 – assist fire dept., 125 S. Edgemont
   1340 – misc. complaint, 573 Main St.
   1625 – warrant arrest, South Middle School
   1727 – follow up, 4 Belle Villa Blvd.
   1802 – juvenile complaint, 4 Belle Villa Blvd.
   1831 – vehicle lockout, 35 Main
   1843 – harassment call, 27 Carmell
   1939 – domestic assault, 400 N. Liberty St.
   2002 – E-911 cellular, 166 N. Liberty St.
   2002 – suspicious person, 166 N. Liberty St.
   2004 – assault & battery, Main/Second
Tuesday, March 27:
   0858 – Cross Guard detail, S. Edgemont/E. Huron 
River Dr.
   0901 – traffic complaint, Main/Denton
   1317 – E-911 cellular, 125 N. Edgemont
   1622 – background investigation, 669 Greylock
   1704 – fraud all, 75 Menlo Park Dr.
   1809 – domestic assault, 69 Henry St.
   1830 – narcotics crime, Robbe St./Madelon St.
   2253 – juvenile complaint, BHS
Wednesday, March 28:
   0132 – parking complaint, Church/Henry
   1152 – information, 444 Main, Andrew’s
   1253 – trespassing, 4 Belle Villa Blvd.
   1422 – juvenile complaint, Church/Third
   1437 – suspicious situation, Victory Park
   1527 – neighbor trouble, 400 N. Liberty St.
   1717 – warrant arrest, Belleville/S. I-94 Service
   1730 – harassment call, 27 Carmell St.
   1844 – suicide or attempt, 400 N. Liberty St.
   2257 – intrusion alarm, 573 Main St.
Thursday, March 29:
   0857 – E-911 hangup/investigation, 275 W. Columbia 
Ave., Columbia Court
   1021 – prisoner transfer, 34th District Court
   1036 – larceny, 110 Henry
   1046 – abandoned auto, 56 Main St.
   1717 – traffic complaint, 6 Main
   1823 – assist citizen, 197 N. Edgemont Ave.
   1903 – disturbance, Lakeview
   2107 – juvenile complaint, 167 Fourth, library
Friday, March 30:
   0238 – intrusion alarm, 17 Santa Clara St.
   0329 – noise complaint, 86 Carmell St.
   0741 – violation public health code/violation controlled 
substance act, South Middle School
   0742 – information, BHS
   1232 – intrusion alarm, 300 Sumpter
   1313 – private property accident, 795 Sumpter
   1337 – intrusion alarm, 91 Belle Villa Blvd.
   1638 – parking complaint, 444 Main, Andrew’s
   2212 – juvenile complaint, BHS
Saturday, March 31:
   0008 – noise complaint, 85 Carmell St.
   1529 – fraud all, 275 W. Columbia, Columbia Ct.
   1551 – juvenile complaint, South Middle School
   1858 – found property, 6 Main St.
   2254 – agency assist, 936 E. Huron River Dr.
Also on this week’s log are 18 traffic stops.

Sunday, March 25:
   0008 – alarm, 17000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0107 – assist other agency, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0922 – breaking & entering report, Rustic Ln.
   0943 – animal complaint, 43000 bl. Willow Rd.
   0950 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1036 – animal complaint, 40000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1239 – larceny report, 46000 bl. Kozma Rd.
   1336 – ORV complaint, 27000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1401 – ordinance violation, 27000 bl. Sumpter
   1405 – ordinance violation, 26000 bl. Sherwood
   1409 – ordinance violation, 26000 bl. Sherwood
   1413 – ordinance violation, 44000 bl. Willow
   1417 – ordinance violation, 44000 bl. Willow
   1425 – ordinance violation, 43000 bl. Willow
   1431 – ordinance violation, 43000 bl. Willow
   1524 – ordinance violation, 19000 bl. Karr
   1532 – ordinance violation, 21000 bl. Karr
   1624 – civil dispute, 17000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1640 – well-being check, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1739 – ORV complaint, Haggerty/Willis

   2056 – juvenile complaint, 21000 bl. Sumpter
Monday, March 26:
   1141 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   1607 – harassment complaint, 43000 bl. Deborah 
   1611 – ordinance violation, 22000 bl. Sumpter
   1710 – breaking & entering report, Knollwood
   1740 – fire dept. assist, 25000 bl. Martinsville
   1803 – property damage accident, Bemis/Sumpter
   1834 – animal complaint, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   1850 – alarm, 18000 bl. Martinsville
   2011 – suspicious incident, 20000 bl. Haggerty
   2302 – well-being check, 46000 bl. Willow
Tuesday, March 27:
   0152 – violation park rules, 45000 bl. Wear
   0756 – suspicious vehicle, 46000 bl. Kozma
   1123 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1324 – family trouble, 48000 bl. Willis
   1659 – neighbor dispute, 24000 bl. Martinsville
   1858 – civil dispute, 17000 bl. Martinsville
   1929 – suspicious incident, 19000 bl. Elwell
   2002 – civil dispute, Pecan
   2225 – well-being check, Wyoming
Wednesday, March 28:
   0037 – family trouble, Creekside
   0825 – malicious destruction of property report, 20000 
bl. Sherwood Rd.
   0829 – suspicious vehicle, 48000 bl. Harris Rd.
   0913 – ordinance violation, 20000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1029 – 911 hangup investigation, 23000 bl.  Haggerty 
Rd.
   1226 – ordinance violation, 45000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1238 – harassment complaint, 17000 bl. Lohr Rd.
   1422 – well-being check, Birch
   1610 – animal complaint, 40000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1651 – civil dispute, Timberlane
   1655 – suspicious incident, 45000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1711 – civil dispute, 17000 bl. Savage
   1727 – alarm, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2127 – fire dept. assist, Wyoming
   2348 – suspicious incident, Bohn/Fenster
Thursday, March 29:
   0803 – ordinance violation, 46000 bl. Judd Rd.
   0831 – suspicious vehicle, Griffin Ct.
   0952 – threats complaint, 23000 bl. Martinsville
   1035 – suspicious incident, 19000 bl. Sumpter
   1112 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1115 – well-being check, 49000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1143 – suspicious incident, 44000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   1240 – alarm, 29000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1302 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1411 – fire dept. assist, Washington
   1419 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1433 – juvenile complaint, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1514 – juvenile complaint, Rustic Lane
   1709 – larceny report, 17000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1821 – suspicious vehicle, 49000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1851 – animal complaint, 20000 bl. Carleton West
   1939 – civil dispute, 45000 bl. Paris Dr.
   2047 – warrant arrest, 20000 bl. Karr Rd.
   2129 – family trouble, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2151 – well-being check, 45000 bl. Paris Dr.
Friday, March 30:
   0435 – alarm, 45000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0831 – well-being check, 22000 bl. Fenster Rd.
   0914 – fire dept. assist, Walnut
   1010 – animal complaint, 13000 bl. Rawsonville
   1102 – animal complaint, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   1128 – 911 hangup investigation, 17000 bl. Elwell
   1307 – threats complaint, 28000 bl. Sumpter
   1514 – well-being check, 43000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1539 – property damage accident, 44000 bl. Willis
   1758 – identity theft report, 23000 bl. Elwell
   1901 – warrant arrest, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   2114 – suspicious incident, 25000 bl. Clark
   2212 – suspicious vehicle, 50000 bl. Willis
   2224 – suspicious incident, Rustic Lane
   2310 – suspicious vehicle, Roy Ct.
Saturday, March 31:
   0427 – assist other agency, 46000 bl. Tyler Rd.
   0741 – malicious destruction of property report, 22000 
bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1118 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   1134 – assist other agency, 13000 bl. Rawsonville
   1149 – neighbor dispute, 45000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1440 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1541 – neighbor dispute, Rustic Lane
   1547 – animal complaint, Oregon
   1712 – neighbor dispute, 43000 bl. Arkona
   1716 – animal complaint, 20000 Sumpter
   1737 – suspicious incident, 24000 bl. Martinsville
   1944 – neighbor dispute, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   2034 – suspicious incident, 25000 bl. Karr Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 27 miscellaneous details, 
112 patrol checks, 87 traffic stops, and 23 follow-up 
investigations.
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We offer:
  • Pre-School
  • Experienced Staff
  • Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

34 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.

41505 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville 48111

is now accepting children ages 2 1/2 to
12 yrs. for enrollment.

Phone
734-461-9458

Visit on the Web
@fmar1.org

Where Pets and
People Meet.

Promoting a
Healthy and Safe
Environment for All.

BUSINESS HOURS
Sunday & Monday - closed
Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat - 10AM

Thurs 12PM - 8PM

Where you are paws-itivily special
to us!

With This Ad - Full Grooms
10% OFF!

For First Time Clients

Bob’s Mechanics
Truck Mechanic

Preventive Maintenance •  Tires
Brakes •  Transmissions

734-323-7103

Shop & Mobile 
Service

OPen
7 DayS

Robert anderson, Owner           Licensed

Now’s a good time to rototill!

Referrals get
10% Off!

• Storm Clean Up
• Free Estimates
• Tree Topping & Trimming
• Tree & Shrub Removal
•  Stump Removal • Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts
Call For a PromPt Free estimate

50% off winter discount!

(734) 340-6155

50% discount if you 
keep wood/brush!

KoDiaK
TREE SERviCE

Belleville resident Frank Godlesky 
recorded his first hole-in-one in 20 years 
of golfing on Sunday, March 25. Godlesky, 
along with his playing partners Art Mackie 
and Jerry DeBuyssher, watched as his 9-
wood shot at the 132-yard  Hole No. 3 at 
the Harbour Club Golf Course went in for 
an ace.

2012 Belleville High School Varsity 
Baseball Schedule

    Mon 3/26 4:00PM @ Westland John Glen
Wednesday 3/28 4:00PM @ Wayne
Saturday 3/31   11:00AM @ Ypsilanti
Saturday 3/31    1:00PM        Ypsilanti    
Monday 4/2 4:00PM vs.  Redfrd Union  
Wednesday 4/4 4:00PM vs. 
Robichaud   Saturday 4/7    11:00AM    @ 
Allen Park
Saturday 4/7     1:00PM      @ Allen Park
Saturday 4/14     11:00AM     @ Monroe
Saturday 4/14 1:00PM @ Monroe
Wednesday 4/18 4:00PM @ Garden City   
Friday 4/20 4:00PM vs. Redford Thurs. 
Saturday 4/21  11:00AM vs. NB Huron
Saturday 4/21   1:00PM   vs. AA Huron
Wednesday 4/25 4:00PM vs. Romulus
Saturday 4/28  11:00AM   vs.  Franklin
Saturday 4/28    1:00PM   vs.   Franklin
Wednesday   5/2   4:00PM     @ Dearborn
Friday 5/4     4:00PM    @     Edsel Ford
Saturday 5/5 11:00AM vs. Ypsi Lincoln

Saturday 5/5     1:00PM       vs. Lincoln
Monday    5/7  4:00PM    @       Fordson
Monday     5/7     6:00PM    @   Fordson
Wednesday    5/9       4:00PM @ Romulus
Wednesday  5/16 4:00PM vs. Dearborn
Friday 5/18  4:00PM  vs.     Edsel Ford
Monday    5/21    4:00PM    @ Annapolis
Wednesday 5/23 4:00PM vs. Crestwood
Tuesday 5/29    TBA  @    5/29,    6/1
 Saturday6/9TBA@Regionals Belleville 
                Home Games in Bold

2012 Belleville High School Junior Varsity 
Baseball Schedule

Monday 3/26 4:00PM vs. John Glenn
Wednesday 3/28 4:00PM vs. Wayne 
Memorial     
Saturday 3/31 11:00A  vs.       Ypsilanti
 Saturday 3/31 1:00PM vs.       Ypsilanti
Monday   4/2   4:00PM @ Redford Union
Wednesday 4/4 4:00PM @ Robichaud HS 
Monday   4/16       4:00PM      vs. Milan
Wednesday 4/18 4:00PM  Garden City
 Friday 4/20 4:00PM @ Redford Thurston
Saturday 4/21   11:00AM     @ AA Huron
Saturday 4/21   1:00PM    @     AA Huron

Wednesday 4/2    4:00PM      @ Romulus
Saturday   4/28    11:00AM     @ Franklin
Saturday   4/28       1:00PM   @ Franklin
Wednesday  5/2  4:00PM vs.   Dearborn
Friday 5/4     4:00PM   vs.     Edsel Ford
Monday    5/7    4:00PM      vs. Fordson
Monday    5/7        6:00PM   vs. Fordson
Wednesday     5/9   4:00PM vs. Romulus
Thursday 5/10 4:00PM vs. Woodhaven
 Saturday   5/12    10:00AM     @ Chelsea
Saturday    5/12   12:00PM    @ Chelsea
Wednesday 5/16   4:00PM    @ Dearborn
Friday    5/18  4:00PM    @     Edsel Ford
Monday 5/21    4:00PM   vs.   Annapolis
Wednesday 5/23   4:00PM  @ Crestwood

Home games in Bold

2012 Belleville High School Girls Varsity 
Softball Schedule

Thursday 3/29 4:00PM  vs. Ypsi Lincon
Friday 3/30   4:15PM   @          AA Huron
Friday 3/30     5:30PM     @     AA Huron
Monday 4/2  4:00PM vs Redford Union
Tuesday 4/3   4:30PM   @        Ypsilanti 
Wednesday 4/4 4:00PM vs.  Robichaud
Wednesday 4/18  4:00PM  @ Garden City

Friday4/204:00PMvs.Redford Thurston
Saturday  4/21  11:00AM  vs.    Monroe
Saturday 4/21  1:00PM  vs.       Monroe
Wednesday   4/25  4:00PM vs. Romulus
Friday  4/27     4:30PM    @   Allen Park
Friday   4/27    6:30PM     @  Allen Park
Saturday 4/2812:00PM vs.Tay Kennedy
Saturday 4/28 2:00PM vs Tay Kennedy
Wednesday 5/2  4:00PM    @ Dearborn     
Friday   5/4   4:00PM    @      Edsel Ford
Monday  5/7   4:00PM    vs      . Fordson
Monday    5/7    5:30PM    vs.    Fordson
Wednesday 5/9  4:00PM  @      Romulus
Saturday 5/12-13   9:00AM  Canton Inv.    
Wednesday 5/16  4:00PM vs.  Dearborn
 Friday 5/18   4:00PM   vs.    Edsel Ford
Saturday 5/19  TBA   @ Madonna Classic 
Sunday  5/20 TBA @ Madonna Classic     
Monday 5/21   4:00PM     @ Annapolis
Tuesday 5/22   4:30PM      vs.      Milan
Tuesday 5/22    6:00PM     vs.      Milan
Wednesday 5/234:00PM vs. Cr estwood
Tuesday 5/29, 6/1, 6/2 TBA at Districts
Saturday 6/9   TBA    @      Regionals
                 Home games in Bold
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Upcoming Events

Curious About The Meaning Of Easter?
What Were Jesus’ Disciples Thinking?

How Would This Affect Your Life?

Join Us For A Live Reenactment Of Jesus’ Last Supper!
Sunday, April 1, Thursday, April 5, Friday, April 6 at 8:00 p.m. each day.

Join Us Easter Sunday Service @ 9:00 am & 10:45 a.m.
First United Methodist Church, 417 Charles St., Belleville

Sunday, April 8th: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m.

Easter
Brunch

524 Main Street
Belleville, MI 48111

(734) 699-9959
www.BellevIllecharhouSe.coM
Sunday through thurSday 7am - 10pm

Friday and Saturday 7am - 11pm

Only
$1295

Per Person

  French Toast Bake • Eggs Benedict • Omelets Made to Order
Waffles • Corned Beef Hash • Crispy Bacon • Sausage Links

Hash Browns • Grits • Fresh Fruit • Tossed Salad • Potato Salad
Spiral Sliced Ham with Pineapple Glaze • Roast Leg of Lamb

Fresh Garden Vegetable Blend • Basmati Rice Pilaf
Assorted Desserts

A Family Tradition Since 1957

Belleville DPS Director 
Keith Boc insists city’s 
Smart meters are safe

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At the Jan. 17 meeting of the Belleville 
City Council, resident Amy Wagner 
asked the council to consider the safety 
of the Smart water meters being installed 
throughout the city.
   Wagner said she had sent an email to 
Mayor Kerreen Conley to alert her to 
concerns she had over the meters.
   Wagner pointed out the State of Michigan 
is currently studying Smart meters to 
measure electricity because of concerns 
voiced by several communities over their 
safety and security.
   Wagner had concerns about the city’s 
new water meters being hacked and asked 
about any plans to credit consumers for 
water charged for and not used.
   Mayor Conley said she got Wagner’s 

email over the weekend. She said the Smart 
meter the city is installing is for water only. 
She said the state is studying the electric 
side of the company.
   She said she sent Wagner’s concerns to 
Director of Public Services Keith Boc.
   “I think there’s confusion on the term 
Smart meter,” Boc said, adding it has 
become a generic term.
   He said the Michigan Department 
of Licensing and Regulatory Affairs is 
studying the Smart meters for the electrical 
utility only. He said that meter does a lot 
more than the city’s water meters will do.
   “The only thing we record is how much 
water you use, the account number, and the 
person on the account,” Boc said.
   He said the electric Smart meter has a 
lot stronger signal. He said the new water 
meters aren’t much different than those in 
use now. He said the new transmitters have 
now been put on all the houses in the city.
   He said currently the city is using old 
meters. The new ones will be more accurate 
and will last longer, since they have no 
moving parts. The new meters haven’t 
been delivered yet.
   Boc said contrary to concerns, the city will 
not be able to shut the water off or regulate 
the flow through the Smart meters.
   “The primary difference is you don’t have 
to come to my house to read my meter,” 
said Councilwoman Kim Tindall.
   Boc said the transmittal signal strength 
is less than a cell phone. As far as hacking, 
Boc said, a person could hack into the 
present system. He said the information 
sent by the new meters is encrypted.
   Boc said the meters do have a tamper 
alert.
   When asked what would happen if a 
resident refuses to have the Smart meter 
installed, Boc said the city would shut off 
the water to that site.
   “There’s no way to read the meter, 
otherwise,” Boc said.
  Wagner said she was comforted to know 
there is no way for the city to shut off the 
water through this device and there would 
be no hacking.
   “The EMFs are the only issue,” she said, 
referring to electromagnetic frequencies. 
She said she has no microwave oven in her 
house or other microwaves because of a 
chance they could cause cancer.
   She said studies on EMFs are 50% 
inconclusive and, “I don’t like playing with 
those odds.”
   She said in the future when DTE wants 
to put electric Smart meters in the city, she 
hopes the city will consider the EMFs.
   Mayor Conley stressed that the state is 
looking at the electric Smart meters only, 
since those are the ones that cities in the 
state have been concerned with.
   Several cities in Michigan passed 
resolutions last fall asking the state to 
investigate the electric Smart meters 
including Warren, Southfield, Shelby 
Township and Oak Park. Other communities 
throughout the nation also have expressed 
concerns over those meters and some have 
banned their use.

   • Saturday, April 7 – Flop E. Bunny at Victory 
Park in Belleville, noon – 2 p.m., all free fun 
courtesy of the Central Business Community.
   • Tuesday, April 10 – Van Buren Township 

September Days Senior Endowment Committee, 
11 a.m. Also, VBT LDFA, 2 p.m. Also, VBT 
Recreation Committee, 5:30 p.m. Also, Sumpter 
Township workshop at 6 p.m., followed by 
regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. Also, VBT Board 
of Zoning Appeals, 7 p.m. Also, Belleville Area 
District Library Board, 7 p.m.
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March Mania…check out these elite eight specials!

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to dealer. May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees.

Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

OPEN SATURDAYS 10AM - 3PM!
734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

2012
Fiesta se

Auto, Sync

 $145 per month*
24 month lease.

 Buy for $15,466**

2012
Fusion sel

Auto, Leather, Sync, Moonroof,
         & Rear
   Camera

 $152 per month*
24 month lease.

 Buy for $22,484**

2012
edge se

Sync, Sirius Radio 

 $227 per month*
24 month lease.

 Buy for $24,947**

2012 F-150
supercab xlt

 4x4, Sync, Tow Pkg, Chrome Pkg.

 $299 per month*
24 month lease.

Up to $5,750 in Rebates

FORD CERTIFIED
2009 Ford
Fusion sel
Moonroof, Navigation System

$15,299

2012
Focus se

Auto

 $147 per month*
24 month lease.

 Buy for $15,888**

2012
escape limited

Leather, Moonroof, Sync, Rear Camera

 $173 per month*
24 month lease.

 Buy for $23,759**

2012
explorer

Sirius Radio

 $256 per month*
24 month lease.

 Buy for $26,244**

We need
Your used

car!

get more
moneY

For Your
trade-in!

onLY
29,000
MiLes!

Willis Feed & Country Store
10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan

(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

WE NOW
HAVE SPRING

CHICKS & 
BUNNIES!

Come on in and see for yourself. We carry a wide variety of:
 ÿ Dog and Cat Food
 ÿ Wild Bird Seed, Squirrel Food
 ÿ Horse and Livestock Feed
 ÿ Hay and Straw
 ÿ Country Crafts
 ÿ Critters such as Goats, Rabbits, Chicks Etc.

NEW HOURS:
Mon.-Fri.  9am-6pm

Sat. 9am-5pm
Sun. 12pm-4pm

BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

´CHIMNEYS BUILT -
REPAIRED & CLEANED

´SCREENS INSTALLED

´TUCK POINTING

´ROOFING & GUTTERS

´RESIDENTIAL

´COMMERCIAL

´VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED • INSURED

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

313-292-7722

www.buyitinbelleville.com

Shop and Dine Local

DOWNTOWN ON THE LAKE


