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Independent photo by Bob Mytych
Belleville’s Main Street was turned into an artists’ market last Saturday and Sunday, as local residents turned out to shop through the tents 
of 46 artists and lots of antiques. This was the second-annual Artaffair on Main put on by the Belleville Area Council for the Arts.

North Middle 
School teacher 
faces felonies

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   A North Middle School teacher was 
arraigned at 34th District Court Tuesday 
morning on two felony charges and one 
misdemeanor concerning her alleged 
activities with a 15-year-old student.
   Andrea Deanna Brennan, 37, of Ypsilanti 
was charged on Monday by the Wayne 

County Prosecutor with 
distributing sexually 
explicit material to 
a minor, a felony 
punishable by up to two 
years in prison; use of 
a computer to commit 
a crime, a felony 
punishable by up to four 

years in prison; and furnishing alcohol to a 
minor, a misdemeanor punishable by up to 
60 days in jail and up to a $10,000 fine.
   VBT Police Captain Greg Laurain said 
at about 1:30 a.m. on July 10 at Beck 
Baseball Field, a VBT officer investigated 
a suspicious vehicle parked in the parking 
lot of the ball field. The officer reports 
Brennan and a 15-year-old VBT juvenile 
were found there consuming  alcohol.
   Brennan was taken into custody for 
furnishing alcohol to a minor and the 
juvenile was held until his parents were 
contacted and they managed to pick him 
up, Captain Laurain said.
   A search warrant was later obtained 
on Brennan’s personal cell phone which 
revealed a history of text messaging 
between her and the juvenile, along with 
one sexually explicit photo of Brennan that 
was sent to the teen’s cell phone, Laurain 
said.
   The teen reportedly has never been a 
student of Brennan.
   Brennan turned herself in at the courthouse 

Brennan booking photo

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Although Enbridge Pipeline’s petroleum 
pipeline into Van Buren Township is 
regulated by federal and state agencies, on 
July 11 the company voluntarily brought 
to the Planning Commission for review its 
plans for a new meter station off Hannan 
Road.
   Enbridge agreed to follow suggestions for 
landscaping and design of the new meter 
station, which will be along the Lower 
Huron Metropark border on the west at the 
end of a private road that intersects Hannan 
Road between Wabash and Superior streets. 

VBT Planners review plans for Enbridge Pipeline station
The existing private gravel drive that also 
serves the residence next door to the site 
will be paved and Enbridge will maintain 
it.
   The site is related to the Sunoco, Buckeye 
and Wolverine Pipelines that already are in 
place underground in that area, some since 
the early 1900s.
   The parcel will include facilities to 
launch and receive necessary internal 
inspection tools (commonly called “smart 
pigs”), a metering station which consists 
of above-ground meters, provers, and 
related equipment, a building containing 
equipment for sampling product in the 
pipeline, a sump tank, and three electric 
service buildings.
   The station facility is part of Enbridge’s 
Line 79 pipeline project, approved by the 
Michigan Public Service Commission on 
May 12.
   The project consists of about 64 miles of 

pipeline between Stockbridge Station and 
the new meter facility in VBT. The first 
35 miles of the pipeline will be a new 20-
inch diameter pipeline installed and owned 
by Enbridge, originating at Stockbridge 
and terminating at Freedom Township in 
Washtenaw County.
   There it connects to an existing 16-inch 
diameter pipeline owned by Wolverine 
from Freedom Township through VBT to 
the Marathon refinery in Trenton.
   From Freedom Township to VBT, 
Enbridge has leased about 29 miles of the 
Wolverine pipeline. At the VBT station, 
Enbridge will provide for the delivery of 
crude oil to Marathon Petroleum Corp., 
which will transport the crude oil to its 
refinery in the Detroit area via the portion 
of the Wolverine line running east from the 
VBT station, which is leased by Marathon.
   In a legal opinion on the project, township 
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For all of your outdoor needs
•  Landscape design/install
•  New and renovations
•  Ponds, waterfalls, streams
•  Brick pavers, Flagstone
•  Retaining walls
•  Grading and draining issues
•  Boulders and boulder walls
•  Sod and sod repairs
•  Putting greens(real or synthetic)
•  Gravel drive restoration
•  Licensed & Insured

TKO is a landscape company located here 
in Belleville. With over 25 years experience, 
we can transform any property into a thing of 
beauty. We do all types of landscaping from 

new construction to planting annuals and 
anything in between. If you can dream it, we 
can make it a reality. We offer discounts to 
police/fire personnel, military families and 

seniors (60+). Spring is here so don’t hesitate 
to call to discuss your needs.

Tony Koenig Outdoors
Belleville, Mi.
734-732-0679

tkoenigoutdoors@aol.com

For The Control of Ants, Bees, Fleas, 
Bed Bugs, Rats, Mice, Roaches,

Spiders, & Other Pests.
LICENSED / INSURED

Senior Discounts
Serving WAYNE COUNTY

& Surrounding Areas.
Commercial & Residential Service

“Ask About Our
Money Back Guarantee”

734-699-6889  866-55-HONEY
(554-6639)

HOUSE MAIDS
“A clean house is a happy house”

Call 734-334-8027
Email

housemaids1@yahoo.com

$6999*

*Most Houses

Call
Now!

Weekly, Bi-weekly cleaning
Moving in or out cleaning

One time cleaning
Best rates in town

BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

´CHIMNEYS BUILT -
REPAIRED & CLEANED

´SCREENS INSTALLED

´TUCK POINTING

´ROOFING & GUTTERS

´RESIDENTIAL

´COMMERCIAL

´VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED • INSURED

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

313-292-7722

ANGELA NETTRO
For Trustee, Van Buren Township

On August 7, 2012
Paid for by Committe to Elect Angela Nettro, P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

A CHANGE!

“Unity in the Community”

Brenda

McClanahan
WWW.ELECTBRENDA.COM

Democratic Candidate
Van Buren Township

Trustee
Paid for the committee to elect Brenda McClanahan

42783 Tavistock Drive Belleville, Michigan 48111

VOTE AUGUST 7, 2012
SCHOOL

UNIFORMS

Call 734-547-0477 for your

BRA FITTING! 
appointment today! 

       

                       

INTIMATES
TiffanyQ

Cup sizes up to N

Wacoal
Goddess

Enell Sports
elomi

Le Mystere
SPANX

When You Need a Good Bra

2057 Rawsonville Rd (in the Big Kmart plaza) • Belleville • 734-547-0477
tiffanyQintimates.com • Tuesday – Saturday 11:30 a.m. – 6 p.m.
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SECOND FRONT PAGE

Independent photo by Bob Mytych
One of the 46 artists participating in Artaffair on Main last weekend was Tim Marsh, well-
known wildlife artist with his studios in the Denton community of Van Buren Township. 
Marsh was named one of the Belleville High School Distinguished Graduates this spring.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Sumpter Township Board of Trustees 
voted unanimously at its July 10 meeting 
to place a renewal of the Fire Protection 
millage before voters in the Nov. 6 General 
Election.
   The previous millage has expired. The 
previous one mill had been reduced to .889 
mills by the required millage rollback.
   This ballot question will return it to 
one mill ($1 per $1,000 of taxable value) 
which would be levied for four years, 2012 
through 2015, inclusive, for fire department 
operation and maintenance.
   The tax is expected to raise an estimated 
$337,938 in the first year the millage is 
levied.
   In other business at the July 10 meeting, 
the board:
   • Approved a memo of understanding, 
contingent upon the attorney’s review, to 
allow Huron Valley Ambulance to park a 
unit in the fire hall, so there would be a 24-
hour car in Sumpter, available for calls in 
Sumpter and nearby areas. HVA personnel 
could sleep in the bunkroom. “I think 
it’s beneficial to us,” said Fire Chief Les 
Powell in presenting the memo, adding it 
was proposed as temporary, but there is no 
end date on the memo of understanding;
   • Approved the Annual Implementation 
Plan for 2013 for the Senior Alliance, 
which is the designated Area Agency on 
Aging body for Southern and Western 
Wayne County;
   • Approved going out for bids to fence the 
new parking area at Banotai Park;
   • Approved paying warrants totaling 
$114,548.40;
   • Held a moment of silence in memory 
of Barbara Moody who passed away 
unexpectedly on July 5. She was the wife 
of Deputy Supervisor Craig Moody;
   • Heard Trustee Bill Hamm, who is also 
a fire fighter, announce that the firehouse 
treadmill took its last turn and they needed 
someone to donate a treadmill of some sort. 
The fire hall already has a stair-stepper. 
Someone in the audience raised a hand, so 
Trustee Hamm said it looked like they had 
a donation already;
   • Heard resident Mary Ban say Sumpter 
Township is more sophisticated and up to 
date than some other nearby townships who 
do not have emergency warning sirens. She 
said she appreciated the sirens going off 
at 4:30 a.m. on July 5 to warn of the big 
storm coming. She said Sumpter got the 
sirens because it was a priority. Ban said 
she still contends Huron Township should 
have come to Sumpter to set up the joint 
dispatch system, instead of the other way 
around; and

Sumpter Twp. Board puts 1-mill 
fire tax renewal on Nov. 6 ballot

   • Discussed what to do about the new 
state fireworks law that has resulted in lots 
of nighttime noise, after resident Marty 
Kalasz brought up the issue. Attorney 
Rob Young said there has been a lot of 
discussion in statewide groups and local 
municipalities on the subject. Everyone is 
trying to get it right, since the law is new and 
may yet be amended. Police Lt. Eric Luke 
said for a disturbing the peace citation, the 
complainant has to sign a complaint, give 
his/her name, and show up in court, which 
some are unwilling to do.

Sumpter Twp. approves 
buying materials to erect 
pavilion at fire station

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At its July 24 meeting, the Sumpter 
Township Board of Trustees approved 
allocating $2,310.72 for materials to erect 
a pavilion at Fire Station #1.
   The 14’x20’ structure is being put up by 
a candidate for Eagle Scout.
   Also at the July 24 meeting, the board:
   • Set the first public hearing on the Judd 
Road Special Assessment District for 6 
p.m., Aug. 8, to hear input on plans to pave 
the road and assessments of properties on 
Judd;
   • Approved paying warrants totaling 
$298,106.09;
   • Heard a report from Supervisor 
Johnny Vawters on the FEMA floodplain 
properties that had signed up for help from 
the township. He said 86 signed up and 53 
were removed from the floodplain, 8 are 
pending and expected to be removed, 3 
needed extra information to be submitted, 
and 15 cancelled because they found they 
didn’t need the flood insurance. Supervisor 
Vawters said seven more properties just 
signed up for help;
   • Heard Supervisor Vawters report the 
township is concluding negotiations on the 
police contracts and is starting negotiations 
with the new fire union;
   • Heard Vawters report that 30 township 
seniors have signed up “to bring home the 
Gold” in the annual Senior Olympics that 
begins Aug. 13 and runs through Aug. 17;
   • Heard Kit Dwyer invite the board to 
attend the Senior Olympics to support 
Sumpter seniors. She said the event kicks 
off with breakfast at 8 a.m., Aug. 13, at 
Hines Park. [Senior Director Mary Ann 
Watson later clarified that the breakfast is 
only for participants who have signed up 
and paid their $5 and is not a free breakfast 
for all comers.] Dwyer also thanked the 

township for Family Fun Day. “I never 
heard so much giggling and laughter from 
the children. Thanks for that,” she said;
   • Heard Mary Ban ask about vote 
processing, since she heard a radio 
report about a company that processed 
votes in 500 jurisdictions being sold to a 
Spanish firm. She said the information 
said that once the votes are “merged” it is 
impossible to prove local integrity. Clerk 
Clarence Hoffman said Sumpter sends the 
results of its voting to the county and he is 
not sure what they do with it from there. 
“We have a county clerk that’s really on the 
ball. She makes sure things are done right,” 
Hoffman said;
   • Was informed that at the next township 
board meeting on Aug. 14 Hennessey 
Engineers will give an update and 
recommendation on what to do about the 
deteriorating sewer pump station at the 
corner of Sumpter and Willis roads;
   • Heard Trustee Peggy Morgan report 
that the Parks & Recreation Commission 
balance at the end of June was $56,026.28. 
She also reported on Family Fun Day 
which had “a fantastic turnout” and lots 
of participation in the pie eating, tug of 
war, sack race, limbo, and hula hoop 
contests, among others. She said there 
was a grandmother who was great at the 
hula hoop and a young girl who kept her 
hula hoop going for so long she amazed 
everyone. Morgan said the girl may still 
be out there at Graham Park with her hula 
hoop going; and
   • Heard Supervisor Vawters congratulate 
all the candidates for running a good 
campaign and, “nobody’s hurt.” He said, 
“We’re all family. After it’s over, we 
all have to work together.” Those in the 
meeting room applauded his comment.

Shooting victim refuses 
to press charges after 
July 25 incident in VBT

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   A 27-year-old Van Buren Township man 
was shot in the leg by an Ypsilanti man, but 
the victim refuses to press charges, so the 
alleged assailant has been released by VBT 
Police.
   VBT Police Captain Greg Laurain said 
the incident occurred around 2 a.m. on July 
25 in the 10500 block of Belleville Road.
   When police arrived, the Ypsilanti man 
remained silent and would not cooperate 
with the investigation, Captain Laurain 
said.
   Witnesses at the scene did not see anything 
nor wanted to make statements to police.
   “One witness verbally stated he heard 
the victim and Ypsilanti man arguing in 
another room, heard a gunshot, then heard 
the victim yelling that he was shot by the 
Ypsilanti man,” Laurain reported.
   The Ypsilanti man was taken into 
custody and a semi-automatic hand gun 
was recovered at the scene and taken into 
evidence.
   The resident was taken to University of 
Michigan Hospital for treatment and was 
released on July 26.
   Laurain said police had made several 
attempts to contact the victim for a statement 
and to have him sign a complaint against 
the Ypsilanti man, with no response.
   The Ypsilanti man was released from 
police custody late July 26 because of no 
complainant, but the case remains open, 
Laurain said.
   A report to the Independent that the two 
men are brothers was not confirmed by 
police.



Page �� Belleville Area Independent/August 2, 2012August 2, 2012/Belleville Area Independent� Page �

O  P  I  N  I  O  N  S
EXTRA THINGS I KNOW       ...By Rosemary K. Otzman

152 Main St., Suite 9, 
Belleville, MI  48111
734-699-9020

FAX 734-699-8962
Established Dec. 3, 1994          First Edition Jan. 5, 1995

The Belleville-Area Independent is a free, weekly newspaper 
published each  Thursday in Belleville, MI.

www.bellevilleareaindependent.com
mail@bellevilleareaindependent.com

Editor: Rosemary K. Otzman
Home: 697-8290

Advertising Manager: Bob Mytych

Sports Editor: Bob Mytych

Bookkeeper: James Otzman

Production Manager: James Otzman

Office Manager: Jackie Garner

Business Manager: Gerald McKelvey

Editorial Cartoonist: Bob Mytych
Belleville Area Independent™ is a Trademark and

is registered with the United States Patent and Trade-
mark Office, Reg. No. 3,751,670

Belleville Area Independent Holding Company, LLC
(Michigan Limited Liability Company)

The Independent is owned and operated by 
a Michigan Limited Liability Company made up of 

members of this community.

Member: Michigan Press Association

Entire contents of this paper is 
Copyrighted © 2012 - All rights reserved.

This paper is available free at sites throughout the 
community. To get the Independent delivered by 
mail, cost is $25 per year for postage, Outside of 
Michigan - $30 per year, outside of the USA - call.
Also available free to download on our website.

Deadline for news & ads is Noon of every Monday. 
Deadline for ads 1/2 page or smaller is Noon Monday, 

and all advertising larger than 1/2 page is Noon 
Friday, with the exception of certain holiday weeks. 

Classified ad deadline is Noon of every Tuesday.

Editorial

It’s finally here: 
Primary Election Day 
is Tuesday, Aug. 7
   It seems like forever that candidates have 
been putting up signs, knocking on doors, 
writing letters to the editors, and spending 
their hard-earned campaign funds on ads. 
At last, the end is nigh.
   Many people have already cast their 
ballots, but there are those who prefer to 
put the ballot into the counting machine 
themselves. Then, they know it got there.
   Although the election teams are the salt of 
the earth in these parts and wouldn’t think 
of doing anything out of line, there are those 
of us who just like to put the ballot in the 
machine ourselves, with our own hands.
   This has been a bewildering time, with 21 
candidates (plus a write-in) in Van Buren 
Township running for seven seats and 11 
running in Sumpter Township for seven 
seats.
   Then there are judges and state and federal 
legislators and county officials. Also, the 
important tax decisions on the art institute 
authority and the jails.
   This ballot is going to take some time to 
fill out, but it’s our jobs as citizens of the 
United States of America to decide who 
we want for our leaders and how much we 
wish to be taxed.
   More big decisions are coming in the 
November General Election and the 
decisions made on Tuesday will determine 
who will be on that ballot locally.
   Vote on Tuesday, if you haven’t already 
cast your ballot. The primary season is 
finally grinding to a halt. Whew!

   We received a call from Judy Bell last 
week concerning the report from a reader 
that he saw desks and filing cabinets in 
the rubble of the Belleville High School 
demolition.
   She said that really disturbed her.
   Judy said in Fort Myers, FL, where they 
have a home, the schools operate a store 
that sells used school items to the public or 
to other schools and that is what she would 
like to see here.
   “We still have Elwell,” she noted, when 
I told her the BHS demolition was almost 
done.
   Yes, Elwell Elementary School is 
reportedly up for demolition and it would be 
nice if the useable furniture and equipment 
inside could be sold to the public instead of 
just trashed.

***
   In the June 20 minutes of the Sumpter 
Township Parks and Recreation Commission 
there is a line about items missing from the 
Parks & Recreation building, specifically 
“a yellow Igloo cooler and one turkey.”
   The minutes said a motion was made and 
carried to install a lock and dead bolt on the 
interior door along with a new lock for the 
refrigerator and freezer.
   I should think so.

***
   I received a call from Crystal in Wildbrook 
neighborhood in VBT, just east of Country 
Ponds. She had just seen another coyote 
go by her unfenced backyard where her 7-
year-old son was playing.
   She said she called VBT Animal Control 
and they told her they would “make a note 
of it.”
   Crystal said she has seen coyotes every 

day since Saturday, including one walking 
across Savage Road heading from Country 
Walk south to her neighborhood with a kill 
in its mouth – a rabbit or cat or something 
that size.
   She said some deer with babies are nesting 
in her area and she thinks the coyote may 
be stalking the young deer. The coyote 
seem to be nesting somewhere in that area, 
as well.
   She said she moved here eight years ago 
and had lived in Allen Park. She said she 
had never seen a coyote before. Now she 
sees them every day. The one she saw on 
Saturday was just 10 feet back from her 
yard. It just sat down and looked at her.

***
   For those of you who want to follow 
Lou Kovach’s law suit against Van Buren 
Township, pursuing the parcel splits 
he wants for the former Coy Kendall 
greenhouse property, a court date has been 
set.
   VBT officials Terry Carroll, Linda 
Stevenson, and Tom MacDonald have been 
summoned to Circuit Court Judge John H. 
Gillis, Jr.’s courtroom for a 9 a.m. Aug. 
17 show cause hearing. The three officials 
make up the VBT Parcel Division Board 
that denied Kovach’s split request.
   Judge Gillis is located in courtroom 
1901 in the Coleman A. Young Municipal 
Center, 2 Woodward Ave., Detroit.

***
   Over the week end, the BHS Class of 

1954 held its annual reunion at the Canton 
home of Lois Mida Zilka, our class’ Pearl 
Mesta who always is a gracious hostess at 
her home with the big yard and spacious 
deck. She’s always having one party or 
another there and I think the family reunion 
is coming up this week end.
   Lois is also on the 
BHS all-class reunion 
committee and alerted 
us to the plans for an 
all-class reunion on 
Sept. 22 at Van Buren 
Park.
   We’ll get more 
information to pass 
on to you, but that’s all I know right now. 
We had held the reunion that included all 
the classes from BHS at the cafeteria, but 
that site has been off-limits while school 
construction was under way so we haven’t 
had that reunion for two years. Now, the 
cafeteria is being turned into a Commons 
area, with the raised roof, so we still can’t 
use that area.
   This year the picnic at the park seemed 
like a good idea. I’ll let you know more 
information when I receive it.

***
   We received lots of letters to the editor 
that were unsigned, but we had so many 
signed letters that we couldn’t even 
consider printing the unsigned.

***
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Letters

• SALES
• SERVICE
• REPAIRS

All Makes & Models
Specialize: Kenmore, Whirlpool, G.E.
used machines for sale 

with guarantee!

(734) 697-7222
19636 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111

Fraternal
Order of
Eagles

HALL & PAVILION
RENTAL AVAILABLE

9961 Beck Road
Belleville, MI

Weekday and Weekend Rate
Catering Available

Bartending Service Provided

699-8836 (after 12 noon)

Louise, Nancy & Sue

body wrapS aVaILabLE
CALL FOR APPOINTMENT

Hair Studio • Color SpeCialiStS

Women's cuts  ~  $13
men’s cuts  ~  $8

601 E. Huron River  Drive
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-5600

Shellac Nails
$25

Where bunches of children bloom 
all year long!

Pre Register before 8/23/12 ...
... to receive your enrollment fee free
and to save your fall space with us.

734-697-2985
and hope A)”does not disappoint, because the love of 
God has been B)”poured out within our hearts through 
the Holy Spirit who was given to us. Romans 5:5

Love Lives at
Our Father’s Child Care!

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Socrates

"By all means marry; if you get a good wife,
you'll become happy; if you get a bad one,

you'll become a philosopher."

Sumpter Twp. Police
helped my autistic son
To the Editor:
   I would like to extend my sincere heartfelt 
thanks to Chief Jim Pierce, Officer Danielle 
Buccellato and Officer Beth Egerer.
   Several months back, I had a great deal 
of trouble with my autistic son. These 
officers were called to my home on several 
occasions due to my son’s erratic behavior, 
part due to his illness, part due to teenage 
rebellion.
   These people, especially Officer 
Buccellato, took a great deal of time to talk 
to my son in an attempt to get him on the 
right track. They sat at our kitchen table 
and instilled in him the necessity of getting 
his diploma, excelling in school, being 
respectful to his parents and others.
   Apparently, their messages sunk in. My 
son has achieved the diploma, albeit a few 
months later than his graduating class, and 
is in the process of getting acceptance into 
Michigan Career and Technical Institute.
  I believe that my son would have been 
on a less-productive path if not for the 
intervention of these officers. They let 
him know that his attitude, as well as his 
actions, affect his future.
   I often see these officers out and about, 
and always, they ask about my son. They 
are truly gems and make me proud and 
thankful I live in Sumpter Twp. where 
officers care.
   Thanks for all your help and guidance. 
Sincerely, 
Robin Keller, Sumpter Township

In Sumpter: I’m voting 
for experienced people
To the Editor:
   Well, Ms. Editor, it is election time in 
Sumpter Township. This year’s candidates 
feature a girl running for Treasurer whose 
only qualification is that she is endorsed 
by the UAW Region 1A and 15th District 
Democrats. This is no surprise considering 
“Ma-Ma” is on the endorsement committees 
of both groups.
   Second, is a disgruntled fireman who 
after being suspended for 30 days for 
insubordination now wants to run to be a 
trustee.
   Third and fourth are two candidates who 
are backed by the former Supervisor. This 
was a time of recalls and turmoil – Do 
we really want her back trying to run this 
Township?
   Enough said, I’m voting for experienced 
people who have provided Sumpter 
Township with unified leadership, a 
balanced budget, and have moved Sumpter 
forward for the past eight years.
   I’m voting for the JOHNNY VAWTERS 
TEAM: Johnny Vawters, Supervisor; 
Clarence J. Hoffman, Jr., Clerk; John W. 
Morgan, Treasurer; Alan D. Bates, Trustee; 
Bill Hamm, Trustee; Peggy Morgan, 
Trustee; Don Swinson, Trustee.
Sincerely,
David L. Oliver
Sumpter Township

Safety, welfare of 
students is top priority
To the Editor:
Subject: VBPS teacher – Andrea Brennan
   As a Trustee of the Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, I can only 
speak for myself on this matter. The safety 
and welfare of all of our students is my top 
priority.
   I have complete confidence in our state’s 
legal system and I am certain justice will 
prevail.
   As for Ms. Brennan’s employment status 
with the district, I trust our administrative 
team will handle this matter in accordance 
with our district’s established guidelines 
and procedures.
   My thoughts and concerns go out to all 
those affected during this uncertain time.

Scott Russell
VBPS Board member
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EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
152 Main St., Ste. 11, Belleville, MI 48111

Belleville Area Independent
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More Letters

Deductible Assist

Rental Car Assist

R.V. Repair

Auto Glass

Motorcycle
& Watercraft

AUTO • TRUCK • RV REPAIRS
Oil Changes • Brakes • Engine Diagnostics

Tune Ups • DOT Inspections
Family Owned & Operated
superior307@gmail.com

(734) 697-5811
307 Davis St.

Belleville

OPEN
Mon.-Thurs.  8-6

Friday  8-5

BUSINESS HOURS
Sunday & Monday - closed
Tues, Wed, Fri, Sat - 10AM

Thurs 12PM - 8PM

Where you are paws-itivily special
to us!

With This Ad - Full Grooms
10% OFF!

For First Time Clients

Lakeside Beauty
Supply Store

“Your Care is our Care.”

P:(734).325.2459 | lbs@comcast.net

11816 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

10%
OFF WITH
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Thanks to those who 
helped Flag Day 2012
To the Editor:
   Over 235 years ago, an Act of Congress 
created Flag Day, June 14, 1777. Each 
American has their own reasons regarding 
the Flag. Some people replaced worn-out 
Flags, purchased Flags for loved ones in 
the Military and others were proud just to 
be able to display the Flag.
   The sad part about it is Flag Day 
celebrations have fallen by the wayside in 
the United States. Only one state has set 
aside a holiday for it and it is Pennsylvania, 
celebrating the day with parades and 
displays.
   I would like to thank all of the volunteers 
and major sponsors for showing their 
American Pride for Flag Day 2012. Major 
sponsors: Burhop’s Collision, Delux Tent 
& Events, Belleville Central Business 
Community, Polish Legion of American 
Veterans Post #167, Tuscan Manor, Mr. 
Muffler, Belleville Charhouse, Amalia 
Chedreau, DiPietro & Day PC, and 
Anonymous.
   Overall there were over 200 standard 
flags sold/given out and 200 smaller flags 
purchased.
   As Henry Stimson, Secretary of War 
(1940s) stated, “We are determined that 
before the sun sets on this struggle our Flag 
will be recognized throughout the world 
as a symbol of freedom on one hand and 
overwhelming power on the other.”
   Display your Flag however you wish, 
but do it with pride, just as the men and 
women of the American Olympic team are 
proudly displaying the Flag throughout the 
Olympics. They don’t let their pride fade, 
why should you?
Gene Taylor
Belleville Chief of Police

I’m voting for Sharry 
Budd for treasurer
To the Editor:
   In a recent bio. John Herman states that 
the current treasurer got the township in a 
financial bind with the Visteon bonds. He 
seems to think she woke up one day and went 
to Visteon and told them she would sell the 
bonds and they were welcome to build in Van 
Buren Township.
   He seems to forget, yet again, that HE was 
on the board of trustees and that she sold 
them at the behest of the board. Mr. Herman 
seems to be suffering from the same thing his 
friend Bob Ficano has. (I did it but it ain’t 
my fault.)
   Harry Truman had a sign on his desk. I 
believe it said THE BUCK STOPS HERE. I 
know I don’t want anyone handling millions 
of dollars of mine who wouldn’t man up and 
say, “I made a mistake, but I will also do 
everything in my power to correct it.”
   I have to vote for Sharry Budd. I hope you 
do also.
Vic Franzoi, Van Buren Township
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www.janowiakfuneralhome.com

Imagine a setting so comfortable it could put you at ease even during a difficult 
time. Soft soothing colors, thoughtful design, every detail planned to make you 
feel at home.

At Janowiak Funeral Home we pride ourselves at being family owned, residents 
of the community and in business since 1939. We pledge to each family a never 
ending commitment of respect and service to those that place their trust in 
us.Your 100% satisfaction is our goal, anything less is not acceptable.

Simplified Burial & Cremation Packages to Select From.

320 N. Washington St. • Ypsilanti • (734) 482-6000
Christopher S. Janowiak - Manager

WILLIAM EDWARD LANGER
(September 29, 1963 - July 30, 2012) 
William Edward Langer, 48, of Belleville died 
suddenly July 30, 2012. He was born in Livonia, 
the son of Paul Langer and Jeannie Danald.
   He attended Belleville High School with the 
class of 1981. He was an over-the-road truck 
driver. He liked video games, guitar, and his 
Indian motorcycle.
   He is survived by his parents; his sister Julie 
Langer; and his nieces Danielle Roullier and 
Katherine Roullier.
   Cremation rites have been accorded. A party 
in his memory will be held at Lakeview Tavern 
on Friday.

William Edward Langer

DANIELLE RENEE BEAVERS
(April 15, 1993 – July 24, 2012)
Age 19 of Belleville. Survived by parents 
Theresa and James Beavers, sisters Angel Blake 
and Andrea (Justin), grandparents Beatrice 
Casanova, Edna James. Services were July 27 
at Harry J. Will Funeral Home, Wayne.

Financial literacy needed 
for VBT Trustees
To the Editor:
   The community of Allen Park is on the 
brink of a state takeover by an emergency 
manager because the elected officials 
invested in a $31 million investment in 
2009 that failed. The investment was a 
$146 million movie studio project located 
on Southfield Road on land formerly 
occupied by the auto supplier Visteon and 
the retailer Montgomery Ward. 
   According to The Detroit News, Allen 
Park bought the property for $28.3 million 
and issued bonds to pay for it in order to 
attract Unity Studios. The expectation 
was that the studio would employ 3,000 
workers, which included people from their 
community. However, perception isn’t 
reality and the reality was that in less than 
two years the studio left Allen Park.  
   The City of Allen Park has to cover $2.9 
million annually on the bonds it issued.  
Since that time the elected officials who 
orchestrated this deal are no longer in office 
and the voters have since rejected three 
millages. Their financial situation is dire 
since there has been a decline of property 
values as a result of the recession.  
   In 2003, the Van Buren Township Board 
of Trustees entered into an agreement with 
a Local Development Finance Authority 
of the Charter Township of Van Buren, 
Charter Township of Van Buren, and 
Visteon Corporation for Visteon Village. 
Visteon Corporation has left Van Buren 
Township and the township backed $32 
million in bonds. As a result, our credit will 
be compromised if our revenues do not 
keep pace with the re-payment schedule. 
   Since the departure of Visteon, our 
property values have dropped significantly 
and per the LDFA our township will have 
a negative balance of $550,000 by 2015 
and a negative balance of $32 million by 
2032. This will impact the future for our 
citizens and should be a wake-up call for 

the politicians that we elect.
   In hindsight, mistakes were made in both 
communities and the citizens of Van Buren 
Township will have their future plans 
compromised as a result of higher property 
taxes if this situation is not rectified.  

   On Tuesday, Aug. 7, 2012, the residents of 
Van Buren Township are asked to vote for 
elected officials that will have to deal with 
the impact that the board made in 2003. We 
need a board that has the financial literacy 
to take this community forward and deal 
with the impact our previous board made.
   As an educator that teaches finance at the 
graduate level coupled with a Master of 
Administration Degree I have the education 
that it takes to take our community 
forward.
   As the Vice President of the Van Buren 
Public School Board I have proven local 
leadership in our community.  I am asking 
for your support in electing me to our 
Charter Township of Van Buren Board of 
Trustees. 
Brenda McClanahan
www.electbrenda.com 

I support White, Wright, 
Partridge, Ostrowski
To the Editor:
   I support Paul White for Van Buren 
Township Supervisor. He has shown strong 
leadership in spite of inside pressure.
   His effectiveness in management goes 

beyond our past two or three township 
supervisors by far.
   Paul has a sound plan in preserving the 
character of our township. He is our best 
choice.
   Do not be fooled by the little chicks 
screaming the “sky is falling.”
   Hate has many faces. This has not been a 
term for Paul; it has been a battle. For Paul 
as well as all of the newly elected board 
members. The stronghold is hard to break; 
that’s what they have done.  
   Paul White, Leon Wright, Denise Partridge 
and Al Ostrowski.  
   Support them. They have taken the punches, 
the hits, the disrespectful conduct.
   Meeting after meeting, threats, texts, e-
mails, set ups and knock downs.
   Sour grapes leave a stench for a long time, 
a nasty stench.
   Vote them back into office to finish the 
job. Tough times are ahead; we need tough 
leadership.
   Not mean, not nasty, not obnoxious, not 
disrespectful and not oblivious.  
   We are on the road to changes; let’s keep 
on the right track by voting for Paul, Leon, 
Denise and Al.
   Remember, do not be fooled by “Want to 
Be’s and Wish They Were’s”.
   Most of all, do not be fooled by “THE 
SKY IS FALLING”. I am in full support of 
Paul White, Leon Wright, Denise Partridge, 
Al Ostrowski for the betterment of Van 
Buren Township.
Sincerely,
Reg Ion, Over 30 Years Van Buren Township 
Resident, Mayor of Ecorse Rd.

BROOKE KENNEDY
(July 24, 2012)
Died in a motor vehicle accident at Belleville 
Road and Michigan Avenue with her friend 
Danielle Beavers. Both were graduates of 
Belleville High School.

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper 

On The Web!
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-Return Michigan to Work
-Restore Michigan Schools 
-Reform Michigan Taxes 

Dear Friends, 
Michigan middle-class families 
deserve better than we’re getting 
from Lansing.  Please join me in 
taking back our State. Vote Jim 
Pedersen for State 
Representative, Democrat, in the  
17th District. 

Thank you.

Recommended by:
Monroe Central Labor Council AFLCIO 
United Auto Workers 
MI Assoc. of Police Organizations 
Operating Engineers Local 324 
MI Regional Council of Carpenters 
AFSCME Council 25 
Fifteenth C.D. Democrats 
SW Wayne Democrats 
Sumpter Democratic Caucus 

And more, complete list at 
www.aworker4mi.com and 
Facebook, Jim Pedersen aworker4mi 
Follow Pedersen @aworker4mi

Elect Jim Pedersen for State Representative – 17th Dist. 

Paid for by Jim Pedersen aworker4mi PO Box 1444 Belleville MI 48112

Furnaces Installed
as low as $1750

A/C Units Installed
as low as $1450

Family owned For over 33 years!

20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

COMFORT SYSTEMS
Call Us Today

(313) 381-2800

Stop Feeding The Energy Hog!
Stop Paying High Energy Bills!

DISCOUNTS
FOR MILITARY, TEACHERS,

CITY, STATE & COUNTY
EMPLOYEES!

Get A Free Estimate On A High Efficiency Heating & Cooling System!
Have You Been Turned Down

For Credit? We Can Help!
Credit Problems?

Bankruptcy? NO PROBLEM!
We can design a
System & Budget

Just For You.
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734-697-8597
152 Main St., Suite 7

Belleville, MI

Cleaning
& CheCk-Up
$5900

New patients only. Includes regular teeth cleaning,
doctor’s exam and up to 4 bitewing x-rays.

Call on or before August 31, 2012.
Please mention this ad when calling.

“Many a small thing has been made large by the right kind of advertising.”
Mark Twain

Don’t leave primary 
choices to senior voters
To the Editor:
   Here we are, at another election where 
no one will vote. Yes it is just a primary, 
but the results will leave us with the list of 
people we can choose from to run our local 
government for four years, in the most 
cases.
   There are so many choices to pick from. 
How do you decide who has told the real 
truth about what they hope to do and who 
has told us what they want us to think they 
will do. This shouldn’t be a popularity 
contest or a “guess” about a well-known 
name. Think about it before you mark your 
ballots or pull those levers; four years is a 
long time to spend on a guess.
   Myself, well, Mr. Wright has shown that 
he can do the job he is seeking and my 
other choices are mine to make. I’ve done 
just that and sent in my absentee ballot.
  Now it is everyone else’s turn. Get out 
and vote.  Don’t leave it up to us seniors to 
decide your choices for you.
 
Van Buren Township Senior
Carol Kraus

Don’t hang a noose 
around future leaders
To the Editor:
   We have an election in November. The 
choice for me is easy. Do we vote our 
children and grandchildren into a mind-
numbing, insensitive, killing form of 
slavery known as socialism or do we vote 
for free enterprise. (Notice, I underlined 
“free”.)
   Free to set our own course – where 
ambition, success, accomplishment are 
rewarded and not looked down on.
   I know of an 11th grader from Saline 
that was invited to Washington, D.C. to 
participate in a student forum. I know of 
a young lady helping to start an urban 
farm in downtown Detroit. This week she 
is at a camp for special-needs children in 
Tennessee. I know a young lady surgeon 
that has gone on mission trips to Africa to 
help the neglected there.
   In all these cases these young people 
have paid their own way. They do this to 
learn and serve. Don’t hang the noose of 
socialism around their necks. Vote for 
freedom.
   These ambitious and talented young 
people are our leaders of tomorrow.
Mickey Widener
Van Buren Township
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The Southwestern Wayne Democratic Club
Proudly Representing the Southwestern

Wayne County Communities of Huron, Sumpter
& Van Buren Townships and the City of Belleville.

Official Endorsed Candidates List
Please help GET OUT THE VOTE on

Tuesday, August 7, 2012

PAID FOR BY THE SOUTHWESTERN WAYNE DEMOCRATIC CLUB, P.O. BOX 1182, BELLEVILLE, MI 48112 WITH REGULATED FUNDS.

JOHN D. DINGELL
U.S. House of Representatives

12th District

BENNy N. NapOLEON
Wayne County Sheriff

RaymOND J. WOJtOWIcz
Wayne County Treasurer

DaNa HatHaWay              JaNE GILLIs     

                     BRIaN mORROW

Wayne County Circuit Court:

JOHNNy VaWtERs
Supervisor

aNDREa cHamBERLaIN
Treasurer

aLaN BatEs
Trustee

WILLIam Hamm
Trustee

pEGGy mORGaN
Trustee

DON sWINsON
Trustee

pauL WHItE
Supervisor

LEON WRIGHt
Clerk

JOHN HERmaN
Treasurer

JEff JaHR
Trustee

aNGELa NEttRO
Trustee

aL OstROWskI
Trustee

DENIsE paRtRIDGE
Trustee

SUmPTER TOWnSHiP: VAn BUREn TOWnSHiP:

DIaN sLaVENs
Michigan Rep. 21st District

JIm pEDERsEN
Michigan Rep. 17th District

with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

   The Depot Town Flea Market, a 3-day 
antique and collectible event is coming 
up Aug. 17-19 in conjunction with the 
Ypsilanti Heritage Festival in Downtown 
Ypsilanti. A limited number of spaces for 
the market are still available and can be 
reserved by calling Kim’s Resale Shop at 
(734) 340-4241.

***
   Susan Walker of First United Methodist 
Church in Belleville announces One-
Hour 5-Day Bible Clubs coming to the 
community Aug. 6-10. The programs are 
geared for children kindergarten through 
5th grade and will feature Bible stories, 
songs, snacks and prizes. Three locations 
will be available each day: Rawsonville 
Elementary School, from 10-11 a.m.; 
First United Methodist Church on Charles 
Street, from 1-2 p.m.; and the Club House 
at Augusta Woods on Rawsonville Road, 
from 3-4 p.m. Call Walker at (734) 250-
0485.

***
   The Belleville Church of God is gearing 
up for Children’s Vacation Bible School 
Aug. 8-10 at the church on Hull Road behind 
the Van Buren Township Fire Station. 
The camp is titled: Sky … Everything’s 
Possible With God.  The camp will run 
from 6-8 p.m. each night and is geared for 

children 3-11. Activities at the free event 
include Bible adventures, songs, snacks, 
games, movie clips, and craft making. For 
info call 697-0927.
                           ***
   A special thank you and the best of 
luck to all candidates running for various 
positions in next week’s election. We 
appreciate your business. People in all 
walks of life and occupation choose this 
hometown newspaper to get their word out. 
From business owners to the homemaker 
gearing up for a garage sale, this paper is 
the paper of choice, since 1995. The key 
to advertising success is first to get it in the 
hands of the reader, which we believe we 
do, and do better than anyone else.  Simply 
try finding one on any given Friday. To 
learn more about advertising opportunities, 
call me at (734) 699-9020 or visit our 
website at www.bellevilleareaindependent.
com 

***
   Do you have a business item you would 
like to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych 
at 734-699-9020 with your suggestion. 
There is no cost to be in this column.
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“And to preserve their independence, 
we must not let our rulers load us with 

perpetual debt. We must make our 
election between economy and liberty, 

or profusion and servitude.”
-- Thomas Jefferson

Politicians, regardless of their party affiliation, 
should not be rewarded for bad decisions that 

impact the taxpayers in a negative manner.
-- Charles Tackett, A Disabled Vietnam Veteran & Van Buren Township Taxpayer

MOTION
Hart moved, Budd seconded to adopt Resolution 
2003-21 Pledging Township’s Limited Tax, Full 
Faith and Credit General Obligations to payment 
of Tax Increment Bonds, Series 2003 of the Local 
Development Finance Authority of the Charter 
Township of Van Buren. Carried.
Yeas: King, Budd, Hart, Jahr and Rochowiak
Nays: None.
Absent: Payne and Herman
I hereby certify the foregoing is a true and correct 
copy of a motion adopted by the Board of Trustees 
of the Charter Township of Van Buren at a regular 
meeting held May 20, 2003.
Joannie D. Payne, CMC, Township Clerk

-----------
Charter Township of Van Buren

County of Wayne, State of Michigan
Resolution 2003-21

RESOLUTION PLEDGING TOWNSHIP’S 
LIMITED TAX, FULL FAITH AND CREDIT, 
GENERAL OBLIGATION TO PAYMENT OF 
TAX INCREMENT BONDS, SERIES 2003, 
OF THE LOCAL DEVELOPMENT FINANCE 
AUTHORITY OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP 
OF VAN BUREN.
   Minutes of a regular meeting of the Board of 
Trustees of the Charter Township of Van Buren, 
County of Wayne, State of Michigan held on May 
20, 2003 at 7:30 o’clock p.m., local time.

PRESENT: Supervisor King, Treasurer Budd, 
Trustee Hart, Trustee Jahr and Trustee Rochowiak.
ABSENT: Clerk Payne (excused) and Trustee 
Herman (excused)
   The following preamble and resolution were 
offered by Trustee Hart and supported by Treasurer 
Budd:
   WHEREAS, on March 4, 2003, following a 
public hearing on the matter, this Board of Trustees 
approved by resolution (the “Resolution”) a 
Development Plan and Tax Increment Financing 
Plan (the “Plan”) recommended to the Board 
of Trustees by the Local Development Finance 
Authority of the Charter Township of Van Buren 
(the “Authority”) pursuant to Act No. 281 of the 
Michigan Public Acts of 1986, as amended (the 
“Act”), which provides for the acquisition and 
construction of certain “public facilities” (as 
defined in the Act) to encourage and assist Visteon 
Corporation in establishing its world headquarters 
(commonly referred to as “Visteon Village”) in the 
Charter Township of Van Buren (the “Township”), 
which Plan was subsequently amended by action 
of the Authority on May 13, 2003, and this Board 
of Trustees on May 20, 2003; and
   WHEREAS, on May 13, 2003, the Authority 
resolved (the “Bond Resolution”) to issue a series 
of tax increment bonds (the “Bonds”) pursuant 
to Section 14(1) of the Act, which are payable 
primarily from all tax increment revenues received 
by the Township and the Authority pursuant to the 
Plan and the Act, in order to finance a portion of 
the costs of the public facilities described in the 
Plan as amended with respect to Visteon Village 
(collectively, the “Visteon Village Project”); and
   WHEREAS, the Bond Resolution, a copy of which 
has been provided to this Board of Trustees, was 
adopted by the Authority in contemplation of the 
pledge by this Board of Trustees of the Township’s 
limited tax, full faith and credit, general obligation, 
as additional security for the Bonds, as set forth in 
the Bond Resolution (the “Pledge”); and
   WHEREAS, this board of Trustees has been 
advised by its Bond Counsel and the Authority’s 
financial advisor that the Pledge is necessary to 
make the Bonds saleable, if at all, at reasonable 
interest rates; and
   WHEREAS, Section 14(2) of the Act authorizes 
the Township to pledge its limited tax full faith 
and credit for the payment of  the principal of and 
interest on the Authority’s Bonds as contemplated 
by the Bond Resolution; and
   WHEREAS, the Board of Trustees has determined 
that the Pledge is both necessary and appropriate 
under the circumstances and is in the best interests 
of the Township and its residents;
   NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED 
THAT:

   1. GENERAL OBLIGATION; PLEDGE OF 
LIMITED TAX FULL FAITH AND CREDIT:
The Township hereby pledges its limited tax, full 
faith and credit, general obligation for the prompt 
payment of the principal of, premium, if any, and 
interest on the Bonds as and when due. Such pledge 
is a first budget obligation of the Township, and 
the Township may advance from its general funds 
a sufficient amount to pay principal of, premium, 
if any, and interest on the Bonds when due in the 
event that tax increment revenues pledged by the 
Authority are insufficient therefor. Further, in the 
event that the Township’s general fund moneys are 
insufficient for the payment for the payment of the 
principal of, premium, if any, and interest on the 
Bonds, the Township shall levy ad valorem taxes 
on all taxable property within the boundaries of 
the Township, which tax shall be limited as to rate 
and amount by applicable charter, statutory and 
constitutional tax limitation on the taxing power 
of the Township. This pledge shall continue until 
payment in full of all the Bonds or until sufficient 
funds shall have been deposited in trust for payment 
in full of all outstanding Bonds.
   2. INTERNAL REVENUE CODE: The Township 
understands that the Internal Revenue Code of 
1986, as amended, contains certain requirements 
on (i) the expenditure of proceeds from the sale of 
the Bonds, (ii) the investment of the proceeds from 
the issuance of the Bonds and (iii) the rebate of 
interest earned on the investment of the proceeds 
of the Bonds under certain circumstances. The 
Township hereby covenants to comply with such 
requirement to the extent that proceeds of the 
Bonds come within its control.
   3. DEPARTMENT OF TREASURY: The 
Treasurer of the Township is hereby authorized, 
to the extent necessary or desirable, to file the 
appropriate information and documentation with 
the Michigan Department of Treasury with respect 
to the Bonds and the Township’s pledge hereunder 
and to request prior approval or other authorization 
from the Department of Treasury for issuance of 
the Bonds and the Township’s pledge hereunder 
pursuant to Act No. 34 of the Michigan Public Acts 
of 2001, as amended (“Act 34”). For purposes of 
Act 34 and this resolution, the Township Treasurer 
is the “chief administrative officer”.
   4. All resolutions and parts of resolutions insofar 
as they conflict with the provisions of this resolution 
be and the same hereby are rescinded.
AYES: King, Budd, Hart, Jahr and Rochowiak
NAYS: None.
RESOLUTION DECLARED ADOPTED.
Joannie D. Payne, CMC
Township Clerk

TOWNSHIP CLERK’S CERTIFICATE
   I, Joannie D. Payne, Clerk of the Charter Township 
of Van Buren, hereby certify that the foregoing is 
a true and complete copy of a resolution adopted 
by the Township Board of the Charter Township of 
Van Buren, County of Wayne, State of Michigan, 
at a regular meeting held on May 20, 2003, and 
that said meeting was conducted and public notice 
of said meeting was given pursuant to and in full 
compliance with the Open Meetings Act, being Act 
267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and that the 
minutes of said meeting were kept and will be or 
have been made available as required by said Act.
Joannie D. Payne, CMC
Township Clerk

----------
   As can be seen by the resolution, the Treasurer 
was designated as the Chief Financial Officer of 
the Visteon legislation. As the CFO, Treasurer 
Budd was responsible for the oversight of the 
administration of Resolution 2003-21. The cost of 
the engineered drawings, foundations and pilings 
were paid by Treasurer Budd. This was a blunder 
as these costs are onsite improvements for the 
benefit of Visteon only. Public Act 238 of 1986 
certainly does not allow for the payment of the 
aforementioned. We need to recover the costs of 
the onsite improvements. As Treasurer, this will be 
a priority of my clean-up list.
   These actions will inure to our children.

John Herman, Candidate for Treasurer
Van Buren Township

Let’s review the facts…

Paid for by Citizens for John Herman, 6329 Greenwood Court, Belleville, MI 48111.

Paid Advertisement

More Letters
Sumpter: Vote for 
Andrea Chamberlain
Dear Sumpter Neighbors/Voters,
   Here are a few things to consider before 
you cast your vote for Treasurer on Aug. 
7th:
   Sumpter’s Treasurer is a part-time 
position responsible for collecting real 
and personal property taxes, keeping an 
account of township receipts (revenues) 
and expenditures, issuing township checks, 
depositing township revenues in approved 
depositories, investing township funds in 
approved investment vehicles, collecting 
delinquent personal property tax, jeopardy 
assessments in collecting property tax and 
collecting mobile home specific tax.
   In addition, the Treasurer is expected to 
attend board meetings and other township 
meetings and events, and in conjunction 
with the other elected board members, 
to give leadership to our township and 
township auxiliary boards (planning, 
zoning, parks & rec., etc.) The treasurer is 
required to post a surety bond.
   Sumpter Township has a deputy treasurer 
(required) that works full time and assists 
the Treasurer in carrying out these duties.
   Andrea Chamberlain is very qualified 
for this position.  Andrea, a 2001 graduate 
from Belleville High School, has always 
been very responsible, reliable, and of 
good judgment. She grew up in Sumpter 
Township and deeply loves our community.  
Andrea is an avid reader and is very astute 
to current events along with the politics of 
our community, our state, and our country.
   Andrea has been active with UAW Local 
735, UAW Region 1A, the Michigan 
Democratic Party, and our local community 
democratic clubs. She is endorsed by the 
Southwestern Wayne [County] Democratic 
Club, the 15th District Democratic 
Organization, and UAW Region 1A.
   Andrea has experience in retail and 
customer service where she was responsible 
for reconciling monetary accounts, as well 
as the safekeeping and accountability 
of funds. During that time, she worked 
closely with both, computers and people. 
She works well with people and has been 

involved in several group projects in which 
she has always put forth the effort to ensure 
that she did her very best.
   Strong leadership, communication, 
problem-solving and people skills are 
among the assets Andrea brings to the 
table.
   True, township board meetings are 
much more civil, no longer resembling the 
“The Jerry Springer Show”.  However, I 
question the practice of everybody voting 
yes on all issues without any discussion.  
While it is good to get along, conflict can 
be healthy and generate good discussion.  I 
recently attended a workshop session that 
lasted less than five minutes, with very 
little discussion on anything. New ideas, 
growth, and transparency in government 
come from open discussion of the issues.
   With no disrespect to the current board, it 
is time for younger residents to step up, get 
involved, and bring some diversity to our 
township board. Our supervisor and clerk 
are both in their mid 70s. Our treasurer, of 
the past 30 years, turns 80 this year (Happy 
Birthday, Sir!). Though I appreciate 
their concern for and past service to our 
community, I feel it necessary to mentor 
and encourage younger residents to get 
involved to help shape the future of our 
township.
   After all, they are the future of Sumpter 
Township -- they are the ones making 
homes and raising families here.
   Please join me in voting for change on 
Tuesday, Aug. 7th & cast your vote for 
Andrea Chamberlain for Treasurer of 
Sumpter Township!
Sincerely,
Debbie Chamberlain
Sumpter Township
(Andrea’s Mom)

P.S. Please join me in supporting longtime 
friend and Sumpter resident Marty Kalasz 
for Trustee - also endorsed by UAW 
Region 1A and the 15th District Democratic 
Organization.
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590 E. HURON RIVER DR.
BELLEVILLE, MI

734-697-8533

• STARTERS
• BATTERIES
• ALTERNATORS
• BRAKES
• TRANSMISSIONS
• VINyL LETTERINg & gRAphIcS • ALIgNMENTS

• FRONT END
• ShOcKS
• pOWER STEERINg
• WATER pUMpS
• TUNE-UpS

• BELTS-DRIVE
• ELEcTRIcAL
• TIRES NEW/USED
• WhEEL BEARINg
• A/c   • FUEL pUMp

OIL
CHANGE

with coupon • Not valid with any other offer.
Coupon expires August 31, 2012.

Absolute Auto Care Coupon • Limit 1 coupon per person. Absolute Auto Care Coupon • Limit 1 coupon per person.
BAI BAI

with coupon • Not valid with any other offer.

10% OFF
LABOR

15% OFF
LABOR FOR

SENIORS

$4 OFF*

*Most vehicles.

We understand tough times and we are here to help! Can’t get time off work
to make an appointment for the vet? Don’t want to pay for an office visit?
Check us out... Low prices, good people and fast service!
Dogs
DHPP, Corona, BDT, Lepto $39
Heartworm Test  $19
Rabies 1 yr.   $14
Rabies 3 yr.   $16
*Discount rates for litters.
De-worming also available

Cats
RCP and Leukemia $29
Rabies 1 yr.  $14
Rabies 3 yr.  $16
Heartworm Test $25

Other Services
Extended Exams (ear. skin, etc.) $18
Pocket Pet Exam  $18
Anal Glands   $12
Micro Chip   $30
Fecal Check   $10
Toe nail trim   $5

Low Cost Wellness/Vaccination Clinic
Vet: Dr. John Hermann, DVM   (313) 686-5701

*Cash or Check (with valid I.D.),  Now Accepting mmmmm

We Offer
frOntline Plus!

neW flu VACCine fOr DOGs AVAilABle
DentistrY PACKAGes stArt @ $115

CAt neuters - $35

Fluff-N-Puff Pet Grooming
Clinics: Mondays 1p.m. - 4 p.m.  •  Fridays 5 p.m. - 8 p.m.

36628 Goddard Rd., Romulus  734-229-0005

Visit Us At:
www.mobilevetclinic.biz

Upcoming Clinics:
PET SPA, 5260 Willis Rd., YPsilAnti, Sun., Aug. 12th, 4-6 p.m.
PET RESORT, 50425 Bemis Rd., BelleVille, Wed., Aug. 15th, 5-8 p.m.
PET SPA 2, 970 Sumpter Rd., BelleVille, Sun., Aug. 19th, 4:30-6 p.m.

Unlimited earning potential;
time for vacations. Need fun 

aggressive entrepreneur minded 
people to market sought after

in 80 billion telecommunications 
industry. For interview, call
(901) 201-6335 24hrs

EARN IMMEDIATE
INCOME

More Letters

LOY’S CONSTRUCTION
& Home Repairs

Remodeling SpecialS
Basement –– $4,500 & Up
Kitchen –––– $2,500 & Up
Bathroom –– $1,500 & Up
Garages ––– $750 & Up
Decks Re-stained – 69¢ per sq.ft.

NO JOB
TOO SMALL!

licenSed/inSURed     FRee eSTimaTeS
25 Yrs. Exp.         24 Hour Emergency Service
Mark (734) 434-6946

I will be voting Leon 
Wright for VBT Clerk
To the Editor:
   I will be voting Leon Wright for Township 
Clerk on Aug. 7.  
   Clerk Wright has been an active member 
of the Van Buren community. He has 
served on Van Buren Schools PTO’s as 
his children attended school. He has also 
coached as his children played sports in the 
Van Buren area. He has taken an active role 
in his subdivision association serving as an 
officer for several years.   
   As a parent he understands the needs of 
families to have a safe community with 
opportunities for kids to have fun, play 
sports, and have access to fun activities.   
   As a business owner he worked to support 
the community and understands the needs 
of small businesses in this community.
   As Township Clerk, he has worked to 
make it easier to find your polling place by 
placing signs at the subdivision entrances to 
remind you where to vote. He has worked 
with the clerks of Belleville and Sumpter 
to help all three communities register new 
voters. He has also reached out to the 
high school to talk to Seniors about the 
importance of voting and giving them the 
opportunity to help at polling places.   
   Aug. 7, I will be voting Leon Wright for 
Township Clerk.
 Martha Hanoian
Van Buren Resident

Vote for Paul White for 
VBT Supervisor
To the Editor:
   I am writing this letter to remind the 
residents of VBT what great leadership that 
Supervisor Paul White has exhibited during 
his tenure in office as Supervisor of Van 
Buren Township. His ability and dedication 
to good government is impeccable as well 
as his genuineness of focusing on the real 
issues that we, as a community, have faced 
and are continuing to face.
   Even in this dire economy, Supervisor 
White has managed to balance the budget 
with no employee layoffs since he was 
voted into office, but he also improved 
the budget by $1.25M and increased the 
general fund by $730,000 in 2011. He has 
proven fiscal responsibility and he has 
provided transparency in VBT Government 
as well as an “Open Door Policy for 
Residents”. His reputation for displaying 
honesty, integrity and intelligence in all of 
his endeavors has been established since 
taking office in his position as Supervisor 
of Van Buren Township.
   I am endorsing his candidacy and I 
am asking our VBT residents to re-elect 
Supervisor White on Aug. 7. Your “yes” 
vote will continue the impressive leadership 
that Supervisor White has continually 
demonstrated and Van Buren Township 
will continue in the correct direction.
   I want to thank Supervisor White for his 
dedication and commitment to the residents 
of VBT. I applaud him for his tenacity 
and determination in what I am sure can 
sometimes be a thankless position. Keep 
up the good work, Supervisor White. You 
have my vote!

Shirley and Jack Goodman
Van Buren Township

I do not reward 
politicians who mess up
To the Editor:
   Legislators Hart and Budd certainly loaded 
us with debt that will inure to our children. 
I, for one, do not reward politicians who 
mess up our way or get funny with the 
money, regardless of their party affiliation.

Charles Tackett
A Disabled Vietnam Veteran
And Van Buren Township Taxpayer

In VBT: Vote against 
TEAM Politics
To the Editor:
   I have talked to a lot of residents about the 
issues that involved Van Buren Township. The 
main one I keep hearing is that most of the 
elected officials work for others and not for the 
residents.
   When I decided to run for elected office, I 
decided I would only do it for the residents 
and no one else. We have seen over the last 
few months this TEAM running against 
this TEAM and no one knows who is for the 
residents. I believe the residents have had 
enough of TEAM POLITICS.
   You can tell by just driving down the road 
and seeing the grouping of lawn signs or 
the endorsements by political clubs, who 
is TEAMED with whom. Over the last four 
years we have seen what TEAM POLITICS 
has done for the township and the residents. 
I believe the residents have had enough and 
want elected leaders who work for the residents 
and hold no allegiance to a political club or a 
TEAM.
   The entire Board of Trustees should only 
work for the residents of Van Buren and only 
them. When TEAM POLITICS come into play, 
then the residents lose and become second to a 

small group of individuals and that is what has 
happened to Van Buren Township.
   We have seen large corporations move into 
Van Buren Township against the wishes of 
many residents and their voices were ignored. 
We have seen the self-interests of large 
corporations taken care of and the residents 
of Van Buren Township holding the bag and 
picking up the tab. 
   When you look at all the candidates, look 
at the ones who have connections or have 
been members of TEAM POLITICS. You 
have ones that have been direct members of 
TEAM POLITICS. You have ones that either 
were appointed to committees or are related 
to individuals who have been appointed 
to positions in the township by TEAM 
POLITICS.
   So you have to ask yourself, will these 
people represent the voters and residents of 
Van Buren Township or will they represent 
TEAM POLITICS? The residents have told 
me they want an entire Board that works for 
them and not TEAM POLITICS. So I ask 
all the residents, please remember to Vote 
on Tuesday Aug. 7, 2012 and Tuesday, Nov. 
6, 2012. VOTE for the individuals who will 
represent the best interest for the Residents 
of Van Buren Township and not just a small 
group or TEAM POLITICS.
Allen Babosh
Resident and a Candidate for Trustee of Van 
Buren Township.
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Paul D. White
Van Buren Township

Supervisor
 PROVEN LEADERSHIP
 Improved 2011 Budget by $1.254M
 Increased 2011 General Fund $730,000
 6% Water & Sewer Millage not renewed 

saving our residents thousands of  $$$$$$
 Proven Fiscal Responsibility
 Reduced cost of Staff this term
 Honesty & Integrity Proven
 Transparency in VBT Government
 Elect Officials wages frozen 2010-2011-2012                       
 Open Door Policy for Residents
 Represents VBT ln many Committees

A VOTE FOR PAUL D. WHITE
IS A VOTE FOR Yourself

PRIORITY ONE: Represent Our Residents

Vote
August

7th
Primary

MENARD’S
Welcome to
Van Buren
Township

Supervisor
Paul D.White

Re-elect

• Commitment • Collaboration
• Leadership • Preservation

• Community/Service

Paid for by Committee to Elect Leon Wright, 9961 Andover Drive, 
Van Buren Township, MI 48111

My vision for the future is to see Van Buren Charter Township develop into 
a community of excellence admired by others. My role as Clerk is to help 
ensure that this becomes a reality.  On August 7, 2012 choose to vote
   and re-elect me, Leon Wright for Van Buren Township Clerk. 

“It’s the Wright thing to do.”
Endorsements by: 
  • Southwestern Wayne Democratic Club  • UAW Region 1A
    • Detroit Police Officers Association

Thank you for
your support!

Clerk Leon Wright

RE-ELECT JOHN W. MORGAN FOR SUMPTER TOWNSHIP TREASURER!
Re-Elect

John W. Morgan
Sumpter Township

Treasurer

• Proud United States Army Veteran
• Endorsed by Sumpter Township Democratic Caucus Club
• Member of Wayne County Treasurers Association
• Member of Michigan Municipal Treasurers Association
• Member of Belleville Area Council of the Arts
• Treasurer of Sumpter Progressive Civic League
• Member of Michigan Assoc. of Retired School Personnel
• Member of Sharon SDA Church

- Elect -

Johnny Vawters’ Team
Voices for the People

DEMOCRATS!

Johnny Vawters, Supervisor
Clarence J. Hoffman, Jr., Clerk
John W. Morgan, Treasurer
Alan D. Bates, Trustee
Bill Hamm, Trustee
Peggy Morgan, Trustee
Don Swinson, Trustee

1. Paved Roads
2. Completed water service to all residents
3. Reduced senior water billing
4. Negotiated contracts while reducing costs
5. Sewer service to high populated areas
6. Welcomed new businesses into township
7. Expanded recreational opportunities
8. Helped with the development of programs &
    activities at Crosswinds MarshPaid for by the CTE John W. Morgan, 27555 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI  48111

V o t e :

A u g u s t   7
V o t e :

A u g u s t   7

• Continuous Balanced Budget for 32 Years!
• Expanded Services in Treasurer’s Office!
• Reduced Operating Costs!
• Strong Advocate for Homeowner Property Values

Hollow's landscape supply
www.BushelCenter.com

6280 Rawsonville Rd.
(734) 482-sand (7263)

$1 OFF
Per Yard Of Any
Of Our Mulches

Not valid with any other offers. Expires 8/30/2012

Congressman Dingell 
comes to Belleville to 
talk to merchants
   On Monday, July 16, U.S. Rep. John 
Dingell and State Rep. Dian Slavens 
met with local merchants in Belleville to 
discuss the current economic climate for 
locally owned small businesses.
   Visiting storefronts along the Main Street 
Downtown District, Dingell praised local 
leaders for their commitment to surviving 
the current tough economic situation. 
   “These businesses are the glue that holds 
small cities like Belleville together,” said 
Dingell. “Their success directly impacts 
the health of the community, and I am 
happy to see Belleville’s businessmen 
and women work together to problem 
solve and support each other during these 
unpredictable times.”
   Dingell, whose district was redrawn for 
the 2012 election, will be representing 
Belleville for the first time if reelected.
   “I am very pleased to have Belleville 
in the new district,” Dingell said. “After 
meeting with the town’s business owners, I 
found that the questions and concerns they 
have are largely the same as those across 
the 12th district.
   “It is imperative that elected officials 
intimately understand the business 
atmosphere in their districts, and I was 
glad to answer their questions and listen to 
what they need from Washington. I remain 
committed to seeing to it that the voices of 
small businesses are heard while I work 
with my colleagues to get Michigan’s 
economy turned back around.”

Angela Stroud is the new administrative 
assistant to Van Buren School Supt. Michael 
Van Tassel. On June 6, she took over the 
job of Kathy Kovach, who retired.
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RE-ELECT WILLIAM “BILL” HAMM FOR SUMPTER TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE!
Re-Elect

William “Bill”
Hamm

Sumpter Township Trustee

• Building Department Liaison
• Sirens Installed With More to Come
• Sumpter Township State Certified Firefighter
• Certified Medical First Responder
• Certified Advanced PADI/Diver
• Endorsed by Commissioner Kevin McNamara
• Endorsed by Southwestern Wayne Democratic Club
• Endorsed by Sumpter Township Democratic Caucus Club

- Elect -

Johnny Vawters’ Team
Voices for the People

DEMOCRATS!

Johnny Vawters, Supervisor
Clarence J. Hoffman, Jr., Clerk
John W. Morgan, Treasurer
Alan D. Bates, Trustee
Bill Hamm, Trustee
Peggy Morgan, Trustee
Don Swinson, Trustee

1. Hired more road patrol officers
2. Hired and certified new firefighters
3. Reduced speed limits on certain roads
    from 55 to 35
4. Worked diligently on correcting the
    FEMA flood zone
5. Hired assessing personnel
6. Shared services neighboring
    communities for cost savingsPaid for by the CTE William “Bill” Hamm for Sumpter Township Trustee, 21411 Karr Rd., Belleville, MI  48111

V o t e :

A u g u s t   7

V o t e :

A u g u s t   7

• Active UAW Member 33 Years
• Parks and Recreation Member 5 Years
• Country Fest Co-Chair
• Planning Commission Member

- Elect -

Johnny Vawters’ Team
Voices for the People

DEMOCRATS!

Johnny Vawters, Supervisor
Clarence J. Hoffman, Jr., Clerk
John W. Morgan, Treasurer
Alan D. Bates, Trustee
Bill Hamm, Trustee
Peggy Morgan, Trustee
Don Swinson, Trustee

V o t e :

A u g u s t   7

PROVEN LEADERSHIP, EXPERIENCE PLUS UNITY PRODUCES PROGRESS!
Re-Elect

Alan D. Bates
Sumpter Township

Trustee
1. Water Department Liason.
2. Served on library commisions.
3. Helped create and maintain

channel 12 and the Township website.
4. Member of Parks and Recreation Commision.
5. Member of Sumpter Seniors
6. Member of Sumpter Progressive League.
   ENDORSED BY:
15th Democratic District, UAW Region 1A,
Southwestern Wayne Democratic Club,
Sumpter Democratic Caucus Club

- Elect -

Johnny Vawters’ Team
Voices for the People

DEMOCRATS!

Johnny Vawters, Supervisor
Clarence J. Hoffman, Jr., Clerk
John W. Morgan, Treasurer
Alan D. Bates, Trustee
Bill Hamm, Trustee
Peggy Morgan, Trustee
Don Swinson, Trustee

1. Balanced the budget with minimum layoffs.
2. Merged dispatch with Huron Township to reduce costs.
3. Contracted with Republic Services to improve rubbish
    pick-up.
4. Have made major improvements to Banotai and
    Graham parks.
5. Started program to help citizens with the FEMA flood
    insurance problem.
6. Passed ordinance to protect citizens from synthetic
    marijuana and other dangerous products.Paid for: Committee to Re-Elect Alan D. Bates, 17469 Odyssey, Belleville, MI 48111

V o t e :

A u g u s t   7
V o t e :

A u g u s t   7

879 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 252-6511

www.4ourdaughtersinc.com

Braids ~ Locks ~ Twist
25% Off When 
You Mention 

This Ad!

Specializing in Sisterlocks®

Join Us At oUr
GrAnd openinG
CelebrAtion
JUne 23!

Food • Fun
Good times

In VBT: Julianne 
Chard announces she is 
running as Rep. write-in
   Julianne Chard, 57, of 49029 Togowtee 
Pass, announces she is 
running as a Republican 
write-in candidate for 
Van Buren Township 
Supervisor in the Aug. 
7 Primary Election.
   She is married to 
Kenneth Chard and they 
have a son Kenneth.
   Chard is a Licensed 
Architect in Michigan. She earned her 
Master of Architecture degree at the 
University of Michigan, Ann Arbor, and her 
Bachelor of Science degree in Architecture 
at Lawrence Technological University, 
Southfield.
   Chard has more than 20 years of experience 
in planning, design and construction for 
General Motors Real Estate, University of 
Michigan Facilities, Planning & Design, 
Campus and Ann Arbor Public Schools.
   Chard filed her intentions to run as a 
write-in candidate on the Republican ticket 
for Van Buren Township Supervisor and 
then took some time to think about it. On 
Monday, she announced she has decided to 
continue her candidacy.
   Chard said she moved to VBT from Ann 
Arbor in March 2011.
   “I believe we can do much more in 
government services for the taxpayers of 
VBT without raising taxes,” she said. “For 
this reason, I am running.”

Chard

Birthdays
   Aug. 3 – Katherine Niemann
   Aug. 4 – Gloria Kauffman
   Aug. 8 – Kathy Briggs
   Aug. 21 – Lynn McArthur
   Aug. 22 – Louise Montie
   Aug. 23 – Lynne Mills

Do you have a birthday in August? Does 
anyone you know have a birthday soon? 
Call the Independent at 699-9020 and let 
us know. We’ll list it in this column ASAP 
following your call. There is no charge.
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Franklin Homes at Belleville Manor 

Hot Summer Days Sales Event………

Will make your head spin!!! 

We will match your down payment up to $2500.00
Plus waive your Security Deposit.

(with purchase of a Franklin new or previously owned home) 

We are also offering $1000.00 referrals! 
(Call for details) 

Contact Belinda at 734-699-7700 
www.franklinhomesales.com/bm

Not ready to BUY? We have Lease options. 

JOHN HERMAN
For Van Buren Township Treasurer
VOTE ON AUGUST 7, 2012

Paid for by Citizens for John Herman for Treasurer, 6329 Greenwood Ct., Belleville, MI 48111

TIME FOR
A CHANGE!

PAID FOR BY COMMITTEE TO RE-ELECT JOHNNY VAWTERS, P.O. BOX 134, BELLEVILLE, MI 48112-0134

More Letters
UAW Local 600 endorses 
Johnny Vawters Aug. 7
To the Editor:
   The Aug. 7 Primary is fast approaching. 
We must elect candidates that are truly 
concerned about the future of working 
families, education and our senior citizens. 
Johnny Vawters has been the voice on these 
issues for his adult working life.
   As former chairman of the Dearborn 
Assembly Plant and former 1st Vice 
President of UAW Local 600, Johnny has 
always stood on the side of promoting 
family values, on the shop floor and in 
the community. As Supervisor of Sumpter 
Township, he has brought to the office 
respect for its citizens and provided quality 
services for homeowners and businesses.
   You have an opportunity to make a 
difference Aug. 7. A vote for Johnny Vawters 
is a vote for outstanding stewardship for 
the residents of Sumpter Township.
   Vote Aug. 7, or by absentee ballot, for 
a better tomorrow. Vote Johnny Vawters 
for Sumpter Township Supervisor and The 
Johnny Vawters’ Team.
Sincerely,
Bernie Ricke, President
UAW Local 600

Editor’s note: Also included with this 
endorsement letter were endorsement 
announcements from UAW Region 1A, 
Local 600 UAW Retirees Chapter, and the 
Southwestern Wayne (County) Democratic 
Club.

Laura White Graduates 
from Spring Arbor Univ.
   Spring Arbor University announces that 
Laura White of Belleville was granted a 
Master of Business Administration degree 
during commencement exercises on 
Saturday, May 12.
   Spring Arbor University is a private, four-
year, Christian liberal arts university located 
eight miles west of Jackson. With a total 
enrollment around 4,200, the university is 
affiliated with the Free Methodist Church 
of North America and is accredited by the 
Higher Learning Commission.
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Where you’ll find the most unique collection
of gifts for your family and friends.

Cards
Home Decor
Heritage Lace
Baby
Inspirational Throws
Swan Creek Candles
Country Home Creations Dip Mixes

Remembrance Collection
Music Boxes
Porcelain Dolls
Baptism/Christening Gifts
Military/Armed Forces Decor

Gift
CertifiCateS

HOURS:
Tues., Thurs. & Fri.

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday

Noon - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday & 

Monday

Marti’s Gift Gallery
668 E. Huron River Drive

Belleville, MI 48111     734-699-GIFT

25% OFF 1 ITEM IN THE STORE w/AD*

*Limit 1 per visit.

Blessed is the nation whose God is the LORD
Psalm 33:12a
If My people who are called by My name will humble themselves, and pray 
and seek My face, and turn from their wicked ways, then I will hear from 
heaven, and will forgive their sin and heal their land.
2 Chronicles 7:14

FOR

LARRY J. FIX
SUPERVISOR, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP
AUGUST 7, 2012

Van Buren Township, is our community better off now than it 
was four years ago? We need a Supervisor who is ready to face 
the challenges and issues and not ignore them or our citizens!

Grace Lake bond debt is not going away!

FEMA imposed flood plane will devastate our property values!

62% increase in home invasion crimes will not be diminished 
by using patrol officers as revenue collectors!

Property owners are being ignored along with our Master 
Plans while a potential toxic co-gen facility is planned for the 
northeast end of VBT!

NOW IS THE TImE TO TAkE BAck OUR cOmmUNITy!

We need a problem solver with a vision and hope for our community.

FOR UNITy AUGUST 7TH

Paid for by Citizens for Community & Unity, 13103 Ormond Dr., Belleville, MI 48111

Paid Advertisement

They’re reading the Independent
everywhere

   Jennie Sliwa and her daughter Patricia Shephard, both of Sumpter Township, 
traveled by air to Anchorage, Alaska, on July 11, rented a car and drove 
north. Jennie wanted to see where her granddaughter Kimberley (Shephard) 
Burrows lives and works at Denali National Park with her husband Rob. 
The Burrows celebrated their first wedding anniversary on July 9. Jennie 
and Patricia loved their visit to Alaska. It was refreshing break from our hot 
Michigan summer.
   For those who are considering submitting a photo, be advised that your 
entry will be run when space allows. Please include the name and address of 
the person you wish to get the free subscription. Include your phone number 
if you want us to let you know just before it’s printed. A person may use this 
offer to get a total of two free subscriptions – and no more.
   If you aren’t going to an exotic location, just send us $25 for postage to an address inside 
Michigan or $30 out of state, and we’ll provide mail delivery of the Independent so you won’t 
miss a single, exciting issue.
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Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

$59.99

Willis &
Sumpter
Roads

Open Mon-Fri  9am-7pm, Sat  9am-5pm, ClOSed Sunday

WITH 3
PRESCRIPTION

TRANSFERS
With Coupon Only. One Coupon per 

Customer. Limited Time Only.

DELIVERY
ANYWHERE IN THE 

48111 ZIP CODE
With Coupon Only

One Coupon per Customer.
Limited Time Only.

FREE$15 FREE
GAS

durable Medical Supplies
& equipment

• Wheel Chairs from  $189.99
• Walkers from  $29.99
• Cane Walkers (4 leg)  $18.99
• Wooden Canes  $9.99
• Crutches  $18.99
• Braces, Grab Bars,

accessories

• Professional and Courteous Consultation

• FREE Delivery

• We specialize in Diabetic Supplies

• Easy Prescription Transfer

• All Insurance Plans Accepted

20% OFF
SENIORS
INCLUDES  PRESCRIPTIONS

 & OVER THE COUNTER 
PHARMACY ITEMS

With Coupon Only. One Coupon per 
Customer. Limited Time Only.

51300 Huron river Drive (Corner of Rawsonville & Huron River/Textile)

Call For An
Appointment

(734)

487.9999

Stop By For
Any oF theSe
Free ServiceS
Tire Rotation
Brake Inspection
Steering Inspection
Exhaust Inspection
Spring Inspection
Check Engine Light
Code Reading
33 Point Inspection

Most cars & light trucks.
Call For An Appointment

734.487.9999

12 Months/12,000 Mile Warranty    Monday-Friday 8am to 6pm    Saturday 8am to 4pm

SAVE!
The ‘Sliding Scale’ Coupon

      If your vehicle          You will receive
      service totals:          the discount:

$50 - $99.99 $10 OFF
$100 - $199.99 $20 OFF
$200 - $299.99 $30 OFF
$300 - $499.99 $40 OFF
$500 or MORE $50 OFF

  Must present at time of write-up.

ALIGNMENT
starting at $59

Includes inspection of the
suspension system, free tire

inspection, check tire pressure.
Additional parts & labor extra.

Most cars and light trucks.

Economy BrakE SErvicE
FRONT OR REAR

BRAKE PADS
starting at $99

Includes two pads or shoes,
refacing of rotors or

 drums. Most vehicles.
Semi-metallic pads only.

PrEmiUm BrakE SErvicE
FRONT OR REAR
BRAKE SPECIAL

starting at $139
Includes two pads or shoes,

refacing of rotors or
 drums. Most vehicles.

Premium pads or shoes.

®

ELSTON SMITH
General Manager

Over 30 Years Exp.

DARRYL WOHLGEMUTH
Service Advisor

Over 11 Years Exp.

UNDER NEW
MANAGEMENT

NOW ACCEPTING JOB APPLICATIONS!

Upcoming Meetings
   • Monday, Aug. 6 – Belleville City 
Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Aug. 7 – Primary Election
   • Wednesday, Aug. 8 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 
p.m.
   • Thursday, Aug. 9 – Keystone Academy 
school board, 6 p.m., at Keystone Academy. 
Also, Sumpter Township Planning 
Commission, 7 p.m. Also, Belleville 
Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m.
   • Monday, Aug. 13 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., 
Administration Building
  • Tuesday, Aug. 14 – Van Buren Township 
LDFA, 2 p.m. Also, VBT Recreation 
Committee, 5:30 p.m. Also, Sumpter 
Township workshop at 6 p.m., followed 
by regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. Also, VBT 
Board of Zoning Appeals, 7 p.m. Also, 
Belleville Area District Library Board, 7 
p.m.

   • Wednesday, Aug. 15 – South Huron 
Valley Utility Authority, 10 a.m., 
Brownstown Township Hall. Also, Van 
Buren Township Planning Staff Review, 
1-4 p.m. Also, Belleville Downtown 
Development Authority, 6 p.m. Also, VBT 
Environmental Commission, 7 p.m.
   • Thursday, Aug. 16 – Belleville Bridge 

Walk and Taste of Belleville, 5-7 p.m., 
Horizon Park
   • Monday, Aug. 20 – Van Buren 
Township Board of Trustees work/study, 
4 p.m. Also, Van Buren Public Schools 
Board of Education work/study, 7 p.m., 
Administration Building. Also, Belleville 
City Council, 7:30 p.m.

   • Tuesday, Aug. 21 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees, 7:30 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Aug. 22 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 
p.m.
   • Thursday, Aug. 23 – Van Buren Township 
Cultural Advisory Committee, 11 a.m.
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EMS Education
Start a new & exciting healthcare career as a Paramedic

Huron Valley Ambulance
Center for EMS Education

30 years training EMS Providers              Nationally Accredited for over 10 years

Classes start September 2012
Students must register by August 17th

For info: 734 477-6331
Visit our website: www.hvaedu.org

Financing available

Jahr
Jeffrey L.

Re-Elect

VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE

PAID FOR BY CITIZENS FOR JEFFREY JAHR - 45281 HARMONY LANE, BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Proven leader who will listen to the concerns of all residents
Strong record of community and governmental service
Practicing attorney with municipal law experience
Graduate Belleville High School, University of Michigan B.A. & J.D.
Reputation for honesty and integrity

3X5NewspaperAd_revD.indd   1 7/23/2012   12:38:44 AM

Phillip C. HART Van Buren
Township Trustee

Phillip C. HART has the right credentials including his
Management Leadership Experience and record of Governmental 
Service to help us not only navigate our way thru current issues 
but to also look forward and plan the future.

On Election Day August 7th, Make the Right Choice: Vote for Phillip C. HART

29 year resident and community advocate.
Experienced - Local Legislative and Business Management.
Education - B.B.A. Degree Business Management and Commerce.
Honesty and Integrity - Holds and displays to the Highest Level.
Leadership - Proven Leadership and Teamwork in resolving issues.

Paid by Citizens for Phillip Hart -12992 Lindavista, Belleville, Michigan 48111 734-740-9499

Experience that you can Trust and Count On
•	16	Years	Legislative	Experience.	Board	Representative	for	Public	Safety.
•	Former	Board	representative	to	the	Board	of	Zoning	Appeals,	Cable	and	

Environmental Commissions and Lake Committee. Member of Michigan   
Townships Association and Governance Academy.

•	Experience	with	Forward	Planning,	Grants,	Alternative	Funding,	Balanced	Budgets,		
Investments, Preserving History, Collaboration with Local, County & State Officials.

•	Supports	Senior	Center	program	funding.
•	Supports	Cultural	and	Recreational	Programs	for	all	ages.
•	Public	Safety:	Proponent	of	Police	/	Fire	initiatives	to	improve	Public	Safety.
•	Member	of	the	Belleville	Chamber	of	Commerce.
•	Employer:	Ford	Motor	Company	-	New	Model	Programs	Launch	Management.		 	

(Manage Launch Engineers, Budgets and Global suppliers).
•	Married	to	Karen	for	27	Years,	we	have	two	Daughters	both	Graduates	of	BHS	and		

Eastern Michigan University. Member of St. Anthony Church.

One HOur 5 Day BiBle CluBs COming
august 6-10tH

Bible Stories •  Songs •  Prizes •  Snacks
All children Kindergarten – 5th Grade are Welcomed!

3 Different locations and times. You pick or come to all!
Rawsonville
Elementary
10am-11am
Grove Rd.,
Ypsilanti

Belleville First United 
Methodist Church

1pm-2pm
417 Charles St.,

Belleville

Augusta Woods
Club House

3pm-4pm
Corner of Rawsonville

& Bemis, Willis

Brought to you by the Good News Club of BFUMC
Please contact Susan Walker at 734-250-0485 or swalkerforjesus@juno.com

    DOWNTOWN ON THE LAKE

www.buyitinbelleville.com

BRIDGEWALK Steps off 5:30 PM.  Gather at BELLEVILLE 
GATEWAY SIGN   Sponsored by City of Belleville 

TASTE OF BELLEVILLE  6 - 8 PM at HORIZON PARK

Delicious Tastes from Local Restaurants and Eateries

Belleville Water Ski Club Show

Sponsored by Belleville CBC - Central Business Community

LUCKY DUCKY RUBBER DUCK RACE 

   Ducks launch at HORIZON PARK 6:30 PM  Sponsored by Belleville 

Vote August 7, 2012

Linda H. Combs
Democrat for

Van Buren Township

Supervisor
Paid for by Committee to Elect Linda H. Combs, P.O. Box 1861, Belleville, MI 48112

Principals at Keystone, 
Van Buren Public 
Schools get high ratings
   A recent report from the state shows the 
effectiveness of Keystone Academy and 
Van Buren Public Schools principals is 
rated high.
   Keystone’s one principal was rated Highly 
Effective, as were two principals in the 
VBPS. Nine other VBPS principals were 
rated Effective. No local principals were 
rated Ineffective.
   There are 3,214 principals in Michigan and 
60 were found to be Ineffective, 2,102 were 
Effective, and 1,052 were Highly Effective.
   These were the results of the Principal 

Effectiveness Rating Report PILOT for the 
2010-11 school year.
   The information from the State of Michigan 
website said the Center for Educational 
Performance and Information (CEPI) 
intends that this report will meet one of 
the American Recovery and Reinvestment 
Act-enacted State Fiscal Stabilizaiton Fund 
(SFSF) reporting requirements.
   Under the SFSF requirements, districts 
must report each principal as Highly 
Effective, Effective, or Ineffective.
   Each local public school district determined 
the factors used for evaluating its own 
principals. The data in this report reflect 
the effectiveness measure public school 
districts reported to the State of Michigan 
for the school year 2010-11.
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Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

The following are selected runs for VBT Police. 
For more detailed police logs, see www.
bellevilleareaindependent.com .

Sunday, July 22:
   0019 – assault & battery, 45945 S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0119 – assault & battery, 8431 Belleville Rd.
   0142 – mental, 10960 Lighthouse
   0145 – disturbance, 6735 Rogers Ave.
   0148 – disturbance, 27 Ash Dr.
   0207 – property damage accident, S. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Denton Rd.
   0224 – noise complaint, 10741 Van Buren St.
   0330 – missing person, 19 Brandi Dr.
   0358 – disturbance, 41246 N. Woodbury Dr.
   0425 – ATV/ORV complaint, Martz/Lohr
   0813 – malicious destruction of property, 83 Maple 
Dr.
   0914 – larceny from auto, 13080 Lake Point Pass
   1239 – larceny from auto, 41470 E. Archwood Dr.
   1243 – assault & battery, 7981 Kirkridge Park Dr.
   1352 – larceny from auto, 48375 Bayshore Dr.
   1431 – harassment call, 252 S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1757 – property damage accident, 6065 
Rawsonville
   2045 – disturbance, 6597 Parkside Dr.
   2114 – assault & battery, 9864 Hamilton St.
   2339 – noise and complaint, 42038 Arthur St.
Monday, July 23:
   0415 – property damage accident, Bemis / 
Martinsville
   0908 – larceny, 2193 Rawsonville Rd.
   1134 – felony assault, 46131 Village Green Ln.
   1524 – mental, 10960 Lighthouse
   2117 – narcotics crime, 9900 Belleville
   2119 – larceny, Kmart
Tuesday, July 24:
   0035 – fraud, Walmart
   0137 – suicide or attempt, 41610 N. Bellridge
   0406 – disorderly conduct, Meijer
   1134 – child abuse, 8922 Parkwood Dr.
   1135 – malicious destruction of property, 49110 
Denton Rd.
   1425 – private property accident, 48821 Denton
   1539 – larceny, 41500 N. Bellridge Dr.
   1720 – malicious destruction of property, 41536 
Coolidge St.
   2015 – disorderly conduct, 9202 Parkwood Dr.
   2318 – larceny from auto, 11100 Lighthouse Dr.
   2332 – juvenile complaint, 10850 Lighthouse Dr.
   2357 – disorderly conduct, 6096 Dellor St.
Wednesday, July 25:
   0117 – disturbance, Meijer
   0201 – felony assault, 10573 Belleville Rd.
   0335 – disturbance, 41450 E. Archwood Dr.
   0838 – larceny from auto, 41450 E. Archwood Dr.
   0923 – felony assault, 70 N. Ponderosa Trl.
   1124 – disorderly conduct, 9556 Belleville Rd.
   1143 – malicious destruction of property, 13494 
Country Walk Blvd.
   1327 – property damage accident, I-94 S. Service 
Dr. / Haggerty
   1411 – fraud, Meijer
   1637 – fraud, 2025 Rawsonville
   1854 – trespassing, Meijer
   2029 – property damage accident, 45295 Ecorse
   2148 – suicide or attempt, 84 Park Estates
   2223 – lake complaint, North Shore Dr./Stanley
   2352 – noise complaint, 41455 S. Bellridge Dr.
Thursday, July 26:
   0242 – hospice, 27 Ash Dr.
   0901 – larceny from auto, 10940 Lighthouse Dr.
   1148 – assault & battery, 6560 Anna Dr.
   1248 – harassment call, 51214 Silvia
   1254 – private property accident, 48450 Denton
   1407 – private property accident, Walmart
   1442 – harassment call, 39 Maple Dr.
   1501 – fraud, Kmart
   1556 – malicious destruction of property, 7754 
Belleville Rd.
   1633 – fraud, 13636 Stamford Rd.
   1656 – trespassing, Hillside Cemetery
   1729 – breaking & entering, 15615 Martinsville
   1939 – larceny, Kmart
   2054 – assault & battery, 49946 W. Huron River
   2313 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ I-94 S. Service Dr.

Friday, July 27:
   0654 – noise complaint, 158 Aspen
   0749 – fraud, 45520 Harmony Ln.
   0955 – assault & battery, 9470 Hampton Dr.
   1433 – property damage accident, Belleville/Tyler
   1503 – intimidation threat, 2 Pine Dr.
   1517 – personal injury accident, Van Born/Hannan
   1631 – holdup alarm, 15516 Pebblebrook Dr.
   2259 – fraud, Walmart
Saturday, July 28:
   0051 – noise complaint, 11 Ash Dr.
   0337 – missing person, 9237 Parkwood Dr.
   0601 – property damage accident, Rawsonville / 
Martz
   1122 – malicious destruction of property, 49364 S. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   1425 – fraud, 10743 Oak Lane
   1606 – juvenile complaint, Rawsonville / 
McDonald’s
   1619 – sexual assault, Water’s Edge
   1631 – property damage accident, Haggerty/Ecorse
   1901 – sexual assault, 6035 Winchester St.
   2057 – loud party complaint, Edwards/Ecorse
   2116 – hospice, 44401 S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2212 – noise complaint, 7597 Kirkridge Park Dr.
   2219 – noise complaint, 45341 Harmony Ln.
Also on this week’s log are 259 traffic stops, 49 of 
which were on the freeways: I-94 and I-275.

Sunday, July 22:
   0003 – disturbance, 112 Carmell St.
   0204 – agency assist, 2111 Rawsonville
   0227 – intrusion alarm, 305 Oxford Ct.
   0257 – information, 6 Main St.
   0725 – suspicious situation, South Middle School
   0900 – assist fire dept., 575 Sumpter, Co-op apts.
   0938 – welfare check, Belleville/Denton
   1304 – E-911 cellular, 14 Carmell St.
   1307 – private property accident, 465 W. Waterbury 
Ct.
   1555 – assist fire dept., 575 Sumpter, Co-op apts.
   2106 – assist fire dept., 16 San Carlos St.
   2143 – domestic assault, 388 Main St.
   2318 – suspicious vehicle, Village Park
Monday, July 23:
   0008 – assist fire dept., 41 Loza Lane
   0135 – suspicious vehicle, Lakeview
   0841 – assist citizen, 6 Main
   0951 – abandoned auto, Chase Bank
   1107 – background investigation, 6 Main St.
   1159 – intrusion alarm, 250 N. Liberty St.
   1231 – larceny, 237 Main St.
   1301 – intrusion alarm, 575 Sumpter, Co-op apts.
   1548 – assist fire dept., N. Liberty/E. Huron River
   1653 – PPO violation, 6 Main St.
   1709 – suspicious person, 494 W. Columbia Ave.
   1947 – suspicious vehicle, 379 High St.
   2208 – assist fire dept., 26 Loza Lane
Tuesday, July 24:
   0722 – malicious destruction of property, 305 
Oxford Ct.
   1004 – intimidation threat, 231 N. Aberdeen Ct.
   1203 – juvenile complaint, 140 Biggs Ave.
   1236 – larceny, 279 Church St.
   1308 – traffic complaint, 6 Loza Lane
   1416 – larceny, 317 S. Industrial Park Dr.
   1803 – serve warrant, 75 Walnut
   1811 – intrusion alarm, 250 Henry
   1903 – property damage accident, 39 Loza Lane
   2132 – water leak found, 575 Sumpter, Co-op apts.
   2141 – property check, Victory Park
   2233 – suspicious situation, Horizon Park
Wednesday, July 25:
   0221 – property check, 506 Harbour Pointe Dr.
   0930 – malicious destruction of property, Victoria 
Park
   1136 – assist fire dept., 162 Belle Villa Blvd.
   1222 – malicious destruction of property, 6 Main
   1541 – fraud, 465 Main St.
   2104 – disturbance, 509 N. Liberty St.
   2219 – weapons violation, 575 Sumpter Rd.
   2312 – PPO violation, 606 Estrada
Thursday, July 26:
   0026 – suspicious person, South Middle School
   0236 – disturbance, 130 Carmell St.
   0325 – hospice, 459 E. Waterbury Ct.
   1244 – larceny, 52 Loza Lane

   1937 – fraud, 215 N. Aberdeen Ct.
   2053 – misc. complaint, 342 Brain St.
   2146 – civil matter, 59 Loza Lane
   2153 – assist fire dept., 142 South St.
Friday, July 27:
   0029 – parking complaint, 317 Oxford Ct.
   0331 – malicious destruction of property, 416 
Sumpter Rd.
   1042 – larceny, 495 Victorian Lane
   1111 – intimidation threat, 91 Potter Dr.
   1214 – suspicious person, 144 Clarence St.
   1230 – E-911 hangup/investigation, BHS
   1356 – assist fire dept., 31 Menlo Park Dr.
   1818 – property check, Hillside
Saturday, July 28:
   0014 – warrant arrest, 6 Main St.
   0201 – property check, 222 Belle Villa Blvd.
   0224 – assist fire dept., 584 Main St.
   1146 – civil matter, 6 Main St.
   1226 – intrusion alarm, 201 Third St.
   1646 – assist fire dept., 109 Potter Dr.
   1730 – civil matter, 230 Henry St.
   1816 – civil matter, 6 Main St.
   2125 – suspicious situation, 75 S. Liberty St.
   2131 – suspicious situation, 59 Carmell St.
   2154 – suspicious vehicle, Hull/Sumpter
   2254 – agency assist, 14889 Brookside
   2311 – property check, BHS
Also on this week’s log are 21 traffic stops.

Sunday, July 22:
   0015 – suspicious person, Carriage Lane
   0227 – warrant arrest, out of township
   0547 – citizen assist, Sumpter/Willis
   0702 – malicious destruction of property, 23000 bl. 
Sumpter Rd.
   1014 – larceny, Utah
   1155 – found property, 45000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1223 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1349 – family trouble, 43000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1528 – larceny, Wayside
   1654 – well-being check, Rustic Lane
   1733 – citizen assist, 24000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1907 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Rawsonville/Judd
   2051 – warrant arrest, out of township
   2157 – suspicious person, 24000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
Monday, July 23:
   0724 – suspicious vehicle, 27000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   0807 – malicious destruction of property, 
Stonecrest
   0902 – animal complaint, 20000 bl. Clark Rd.
   0933 – suspicious person, 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1020 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1033 – trespassing complaint, 20000 bl. Martinsville 
Rd.
   1422 – fraud, New Mexico
   1445 – citizen assist, Harris/Haggerty
   1451 – suspicious vehicle, 43000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1607 – breaking & entering report, Utah
   1644 – citizen assist, 6300 bl. Oakville Waltz Rd.
   1758 – suspicious person, 40000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2011 – family trouble, 46000 bl. Judd Rd.
   2104 – suspicious incident, 6300 bl. Oakville Waltz 
Rd.
   2306 – fire dept. assist, Utah
Tuesday, July 24:
   0104 – fight, Judd/Sumpter
   0129 – suspicious incident, Creekside
   0236 – malicious destruction of property, 
Edgewood
   0428 – threats complaint, Stonecrest
   0631 – animal complaint, 43000 bl. Willow Rd.
   0809 – fire dept. assist, 42000 bl. Willow Rd.
   0845 – suspicious person, Haggerty/Judd
   1210 – alarm, 20000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1240 – fire dept. assist, 42000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1425 – larceny, 23000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1648 – animal complaint, 46000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1755 – animal complaint, Willow/Sumpter
   1803 – suspicious incident, 44000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1845 – suspicious incident, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1906 – citizen assist, Sumpter/Willow
   1909 – citizen assist, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2013 – assist other agency, 45000 bl. Willow Rd.
   2101 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   2129 – civil dispute, 50000 bl. Willow Rd.

   2137 – fire dept. assist, 41000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2313 – disorderly person, New Mexico
Wednesday, July 25:
   0018 – fire dept. assist, Wyoming
   0557 – animal complaint, Willow/Martinsville
   0915 – harassment complaint, 44000 bl. Harris
   1059 – fire dept. assist, Nevada
   1327 – fire dept. assist, Rustic Lane
   1609 – warrant arrest, out of township
   1755 – civil dispute, 50000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1813 – fire dept. assist, 9600 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1813 – fire dept. assist, 39000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1842 – suspicious incident, 24000 bl. Sherwood 
   2035 – suspicious vehicle, 23000 bl. Martinsville
   2106 – mental health commitment, Utah
   2210 – fire dept. assist, Dakota Ct.
   2213 – 911 hangup investigation, Rustic Lane
   2253 – disorderly person, Rustic Lane
   2313 – trespassing complaint, Rustic Lane
Thursday, July 26:
   0138 – suspicious vehicle, Oakville Waltz/ 
Haggerty
   0834 – traffic hazard, Savage/Harris
   0935 – larceny, 7900 bl. Oakville Waltz Rd.
   1127 – fire dept. assist, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1344 – larceny, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1445 – dumping complaint, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1556 – harassment complaint, 18000 bl. Sumpter
   1819 – warrant arrest, out of township
   1838 – fire dept. assist, 24000 bl. Karr Rd.
   2054 – assist other agency, California
   2220 – found property, Redwood
   2353 – family trouble, 45000 bl. Paris Dr.
Friday, July 27:
   0421 – fire dept. assist, Birch
   0433 – disorderly person, Utah
   0630 – alarm, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0829 – threats complaint, 48000 bl. Willow Rd.
   0841 – animal complaint, 20000 bl. Martinsville
   0958 – citizen assist, 40000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1321 – threats complaint, 24000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1332 – suspicious vehicle, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1503 – alarm, 22000 bl. Carleton West Rd.
   1520 – reckless driver, Sumpter/Dunn
   1541 – larceny, Utah
   1658 – breaking & entering report, 39000 bl. Willis 
Rd.
   1734 – larceny, 48000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1759 – fire dept. assist, 13000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1810 – fight, 24000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1813 – alarm, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   2220 – suspicious person, Oakville Waltz/Sumpter
Saturday, July 28:
   0220 – assault, Knollwood
   0802 – property damage accident, 49000 bl. Judd
   1117 – alarm, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1552 – property damage accident, 42000 bl. Willis 
Ct.
   1601 – suspicious person, 50000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1818 – fire dept. assist, Washington
   2018 – shots fired investigation, Judd/Sumpter
   2218 – larceny, Rustic Lane
Also on this week’s log are 13 follow-up investigations, 
31 miscellaneous details, 173 patrol checks, and 53 
traffic stops.

VBT Public Safety 
switches over to 800 
radio system on July 26
   Van Buren Township Public Safety 
Department officially switched over to the 
800 MHz system on Thursday evening, 
July 26.
   “We are now in the 21st century with 
our radio system and have interoperability 
with other agencies,” said Captain Gregory 
Laurain on Tuesday. 
   An email to the Independent asked for 
how to update police scanners since the 
system has changed.
   Captain Laurain said the frequency for 
police is 31EC (12780) and fire is 31ED 
(12781).
   “Don’t ask me how to program or enter 
this into the 800 scanners. Not a clue,” 
Laurain added. 
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Dear Editor:
This letter is my letter of support for John Herman, a candidate well 
qualified to be Van Buren Township Treasurer. John Herman, a 29 year 
resident, is a former Van Buren Township (VBT) Trustee (11 years), served 
for 12 years on VBT Planning Commission-including Chair, plus other 
leadership roles. John retired from Ford Motor after 35 years of service. 
While at Ford he worked in accounting, management, security and safety. 
John is a pleasant, engaging, energetic person, open to suggestion and 
will encourage cooperation within the Township Hall.

I am supporting John Herman for Treasurer and ask Van Buren Town-
ship residents to do the same.

Meanwhile, Our Current Treasurer has some explaining to do.

1. Malcontent: Our Current Treasurer did aid and abet the unsuccessful, 
vicious recall, not only by donating substantial sums to its cause but 
also by inviting recall activists into her township office to dish the dirt. 
She worked as a powerful force behind the scenes, hoping to destroy 
the newly elected officials. Her side lost, contrary to Ms. Budd’s plans. 
But the cost of the recall fiasco was substantial in many ways.

2. Troublemaker: Our Current Treasurer has been at the vortex of 
discontent within the Township Hall during the current administration, 
treating Supervisor Paul White and Clerk Leon Wright with disrespect, 
if not downright contempt, calling them “dummies,” making employees 
choose sides. Outrageous conduct from a public servant.

3. Careless: Our Current Treasurer failed to get performance bonds 
renewed to hold developers accountable. Some of the newer Town-
ship developments have serious infrastructure problems (unfinished 
streets, open basements, inadequate street lighting, Homeowner 
Associations not activated, blighted-unbuilt lots and incomplete public 
improvements). The homeowners have no easy remedy, in part 
because Our Current Treasurer neglected to require the builders to re-
new their performance bonds, a specific duty of the treasurer’s office. 
She dropped the ball and the residents in those subdivisions are stuck 
with the resulting problems.

4. Heedless: Finally, we come to the Visteon bonds. Before the bond 
vote, the Board was warned in an open meeting by its Bond Counsel 
of the risks if Visteon defaulted. As a member of the Township Board, 
Our Current Treasurer voted to guarantee the Visteon Bonds with the 
full faith and credit of Van Buren Township. That is, if Visteon were to 
default on its bond payments, the township (read Taxpayers) would 
have to make good on the shortfall. Even though angels would fear to 
tread, Our Current Treasurer and others on the King team rushed in to 
pledge the Township’s treasury and more. If Visteon is unable to pay 
the taxes necessary to cover the bond payments, with the shortfall 
expected in 2018, VBT residents may be obligated to pay millions to 
make the bond payments. Our Current Treasurer, with other members 
of the King Team –some are holdovers in the current administration, 
failed VBTresidents by their Visteon vote. John Herman, a trustee at 
the time of the Visteon vote and a Visteon employee, did not vote to 
support a guarantee for the Visteon debt.

Our Current Treasurer has a sorry record. The far better for choice in 
VBT for Treasurer is John Herman, a candidate well qualified to serve 
all the residents of Van Buren Township. For sure, John Herman has my 
vote. I ask thinking residents to support John Herman for Treasurer.

Along with John Herman for Treasurer, I am supporting
Paul White for Supervisor,
Leon Wright for Clerk,
Denise Partridge and Al Ostrowski for Trustees.

This slate would be strengthened by electing Angela Nettro as Trustee,
a candidate who has years of experience on the VBT Board of Review 
(property taxes), has an excellent professional reputation and is a tireless 
worker.

Respectfully submitted,

Barbara Rogalle Miller
Van Buren Township Resident

PAID FOR BY BARBARA MILLER, 321 MAIN ST., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Paid Advertisement

I Support John Herman

WITH COUPON • SUmPTer AUTO COUPON exPIreS 8-31-12 BAI

WITH COUPON • SUmPTer AUTO COUPON exPIreS 8-31-12 BAI

$3 OFF
REGULAR OIL

CHANGE
WITH COUPON • SUmPTer AUTO COUPON exPIreS 8-31-12 BAI

WITH COUPON • SUmPTer AUTO COUPON exPIreS 8-31-12 BAI

$20 OFF
All RepAiRs
OveR $100

Up to 5 Quarts Oil.

$5 OFF
PREMIUM OIL

CHANGE

$10 set OF WipeR
BlAdes

instAlled
(Most Cars) + Taxes

$20 Off ANy
bRAkE jOb

per axle
Or

$40 Off bOTH
AXLES

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $9.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $6.50 - $7.00

10% OFF

HourS
Mon.-THurS. 11aM-10pM

FrI. 11aM - 11pM
SaT. 12pM-11pM
Sun. 12pM-10pM

(734) 699-1550

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

Dine-in Or Carry Out
Chinese & american Food

BUDwEISEr BOTTLES - $2, ALL wINE $2.50 GLASS!

CHIna KIng Coupon
Coupon ExpIrES 7-31-12

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
At the July 24 meeting of the Sumpter Township Board of Trustees, the Parks and 
Recreation Commission honored two youngsters for volunteering at Sumpter Township 
Country Fest in May. From left are James and Rosalynn Green. Presenting the framed 
certificates of appreciation were Trustee Peggy Morgan, board liaison to the commission, 
and Don Swinson, Parks and Rec. and Country Fest chairman.
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“Many a small thing has been made large by the right kind of advertising.”
Mark Twain

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN

PLANNING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Planning Commission 
will hold a public hearing in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler Road, Charter 
Township of Van Buren, County of Wayne, Michigan, 48111 on Wednesday, August 
22, 2012 at 7:30 p.m. to consider the following: 

An ordinance to amend the Charter Township of Van Buren Zoning Ordinance 6-2-
92, as amended in the following:

SECTION 4.24 WIRELESS COMMUNICATION FACILITIES  

SECTION 4.31 COLOCATION ADMINISTRATIVE APPROVAL

The complete text of the proposed amendments is available at the Township 
Department of Developmental Services during regular business hours.  Written 
comments will be accepted at the Department of Developmental Services until 4:00 
p.m. on the hearing date of August 22, 2012.  You can also contact the Department of 
Developmental Services with questions at (734) 699-8913.

In the spirit of compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, individuals 
with a disability should feel free to contact the Department of Developmental 
Services at least seventy-two (72) hours in advance of the meeting, if requesting 
accommodations.

Published: August 2, 2012
Posted: August 2, 2012

Sumpter Township  Public Notice
Public Act 188 of 1954 Proceedings

Sumpter Township
Wayne County , Michigan

Notice of Public Hearing on the Special Assessment Roll for the
Judd Road Paving Special Assessment District

To the residents and property owners of Sumpter Township, Wayne County, Michigan, 
the owners of land within the Judd Road Paving Special Assessment District and any 
other interested persons:

    PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Supervisor and assessing officer of the Township 
has reported to the Township Board and filed in the office of the Township Clerk for 
public examination, a petition to create a special assessment district (“SAD”) signed by 
more than 50% of the property owners for all properties on Judd Road between Sumpter 
Road and Rawsonville Road for the purpose of undertaking and completing a road pav-
ing project and for the assessment of said properties to cover the cost of such paving. 

    PLEASE TAKE FURTHER NOTICE that the Township Board has scheduled a pub-
lic hearing at the Sumpter Community Center Gym, 23501 Sumpter Road, Belleville, 
Michigan on August 8, 2012 at 6:30 p.m. for the purpose of considering the petition 
for the creation of the SAD and hearing any objections thereto.  Said Petition may be 
examined at the office of the Township Clerk during regular business hours of regular 
business days until the time of said hearing.

An owner, or party in interest, or his or her agent may appear in person at the hearing 
to protest the special assessment, or shall be permitted to file his or her appearance or 
protest by letter and his or her personal appearance shall not be required.  (The owner 
or any person having an interest in the real property who protests in person or in writing 
at the hearing may file a written appeal of the special assessment with the Michigan Tax 
Tribunal within 30 days after the confirmation of the special assessment roll.  However, 
in the event that any owner or party in interest fails to object to the creation of the SAD 
or to the confirmation of the rolls, may be prohibited from appealing to the Michigan 
Tax Tribunal the assessment.)
  

    SUMPTER TOWNSHIP

    Clarence J. Hoffman, Jr., Clerk               Publish August 2, 2012

Sumpter Township
Notice of Public Hearing

Variance

Notice is hereby given that a Public Hearing will be held by the Sumpter Township   
Zoning Board of Appeals on August 22, 2012 at 7pm at the Sumpter Township Hall, 
23480 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111, for the purpose of receiving statements and 
views on a proposed Variance on #81-131-99-0007-000 better known as 6482 Oakville 
Waltz.  The Variance request is to erect a pole barn in the front yard.  The Sumpter Town-
ship Ordinance, Article XI,  Section 17.03, does not allow for an accessory building 
and/or garage to be located in a front yard. 

Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk, Sumpter Township                            Publish: August 2, 2012

Sumpter Township  Public Notice

Library space expert 
Anders Dahlgren to visit 
Belleville on Sept. 26

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Library space expert Anders Dahlgren is 
scheduled to visit Belleville on Wednesday, 
Sept. 26, to talk about library space needs 
for a new building, but the time and location 
is yet to be determined.
   That was the message to the public at 
the July 10 meeting of the Belleville Area 
District Library Board.
   The library board hopes to get use of 
the Belleville High School’s new mini-
auditorium, which seats 92, or the main 
auditorium, which seats around 400.
   The board recently hired Dahlgren to 
update a 2005 report he did on the space 
needs for a new library. His new report 
recommends 1,000 more square feet than 
his original report.
   At its June 12 meeting, the board 
approved spending up to $1,900 to have 
Dahlgren come to Belleville to explain 
his recommendation. Board member John 
Juriga voted against the motion, saying the 
board could have its architect explain the 
report to it.
   In the long written report Dahlgren 
sent to the library board, he noted library 
trends call for increased eBooks, the need 
for more computers in libraries, the move 
toward shorter, more accessible shelving 
with wider aisles and computerized check 
outs.
   When a location for the meeting is 
determined, it will be announced.
   In other business at the 48-minute 
meeting, the board:
   • Discussed selection of an auditor, since 
the fiscal year ended June 30. Financial 
consultant Ron Traskos is being asked 
to review the request for proposals being 
considered;
   • Heard board chairman Mary Jane 
Dawson thank Barbara Miller about the 
reminder concerning Miller’s suggestion 
of hiring a professional fundraiser to 
help with the new building. Dawson said 
the board hasn’t discussed it. Miller said 
people will memorialize loved ones with 
donations, especially during construction 
of a new building. There could be pledges 
for donations for public art, public rooms, 

and other things. “People could make 
commitments for the library besides their 
taxes,” Miller said, adding the board 
has been functioning for more than two 
years now and should be discussing a 
professional way to raise funds. The fund 
raiser could approach Visteon, GE, and 
other corporations in a professional manner, 
she said. Board member Joy Cichewicz 
said both libraries where she has worked 
have an annual appeal and fund drive. The 
finance and policy committees will put 
together a policy on fundraising, to present 
to the board hopefully at the next meeting;
   • Was informed the new fiber optic line has 
been installed at the library, with internet 
responsiveness greatly improved. The line 
went from the previous 3 megabytes to the 
new 10 megabytes;
   • Learned eCirculation went up 189% 
year to date from this time last fiscal year 
and total circulation was down 0.53%. 
Children’s programming increased 9.03% 
and adult programming 38.24%. Adult 
internet use was up more than 13%, with 
children’s internet use down almost 33%;
   • Discussed investigating the FEMA 
flood plain maps to determine specifically 
if the favored DNR library site on lakeside 
property is in the floodplain which would 
require special permits to build and flood 
insurance; and
   • Heard Juriga say he liked Miller’s idea to 
send a letter to the Belleville City Council 
asking for a response to the library board’s 
request to donate the library building 
property to the library. Juriga pointed out 
it has been 145 days since the library board 
made the request.

Belleville Polar Plunge 
2013 set for 10 a.m.
Feb. 9 at Moose Lodge
   The Belleville Polar Plunge will take 
place on Feb. 9 at the Belleville Moose 
Lodge. Registration will start at 10 a.m. 
with the parade of costumes starting at 
11:45 a.m.
   Plungers will be taking the plunge at 
noon. Awards and the post plunge party 
will start at 12:45 p.m.
   For information on how to participate, 
contact Dave Katz at 313-460-2604 or 
email katz.david.b@gmail.com .



Page 20� Belleville Area Independent/August 2, 2012August 2, 2012/Belleville Area Independent� Page 21

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

After hearing, Board of 
Determination OKs big 
drain project in Sumpter

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   About 100 people attended the more 
than two-hour Board of Determination 
public hearing July 11 which resulted 
in a “Determination of Necessity” for a 
huge drain cleaning project in Sumpter 
Township.
   The project includes 37 miles of drains 
serving a third of Sumpter Township, about 
8,000 acres.
   More than 45 people had their statements 
recorded by a court reporter as they 
addressed the three-member board that 
ultimately voted unanimously that the 
project was necessary.

   The meeting was held in the Sumpter 
Community Center gymnasium, where 
there was no air conditioning and the loud 
fans made the acoustics so bad that people 
in the back of the room said they couldn’t 
hear the proceedings or testimony. No 
sound system was available.
   Some residents were hopeful that the 
project would solve their drastic flooding 
problems, while others said people will not 
be able to afford the hefty assessments and 
there will end up with more vacant homes 
in the township.
   After the meeting, several township 
officials put their heads together seeking 
a way to head off the huge, costly project 
with a court order.
   Wayne County Deputy Drain 
Commissioner Kerreen Conley facilitated 
the hearing. She explained the hearing was 
set up after five landowners petitioned the 

county for relief.
   The July 11 meeting was an opportunity 
for people to give testimony to the board of 
three, disinterested county residents who 
would decide if there was a need for the 
project.
   The cost of the project will be determined 
once engineers have been determined 
through bidding and studies done to show 
the scope of the work.
   Rodney Vallis of Spicer Engineers 
explained that the North Branch of Swan 
Creek Consolidated Drain includes 25 
individual tributary county drains, that 
run to the main branch of North Branch of 
Big Swan Creek, which was established in 
1901.
   In 1999, Sumpter Township and Wayne 
County consolidated the district and all 26 
are joined together to handle all 37 miles of 
established county drain.

   Vallis said the county couldn’t find the 
records, but it’s been 60 or 70 years since 
any kind of maintenance was done on these 
branches or the main branch. He said there 
was some repair work in 2007.
Vallis said many of the crossings are 
undersized, the drains are overgrown 
with large trees, and there are erosion 
problems.
   After hearing lengthy testimony, Paul 
Sincock, who was sitting on the Board of 
Determination, summarized the statements 
of property owners. Sincock is Plymouth 
City Manager.
   He said the testimony showed a lot of 
lack of trust in government and engineers 
and several people worried about the cost 
of the project, size and potential scope of 
the district.
   Sincock said several were anxious about 
giving Wayne County “a blank check”. 
While there were tales of flooding along 
Willow Road and a woman reported a 2-
foot-long fish in her flooded driveway, 
flooding in the district is somewhat limited. 
But, the roads are not draining, culverts are 
not working and there are different issues, 
he said.
   Sincock said this board is supposed to 
make a determination on the need and he 
said there does seem to be a need for the 
project. All three members concurred.
   Then they approved an At-Large 
Assessment to Sumpter Township, those 
in the district, and Wayne County for the 
public health and welfare.
   Conley said if people are not happy with 
the board’s decisions they can appeal to 
Wayne County Circuit Court within 10 
days. If there is no appeal, they will proceed 
to go out for proposals so they can select an 
engineer to design the project.
   The selected engineering firm will be 
given testimony from the hearing and will 
walk the drain and talk to the residents 
before designing the project.
   Then a public informational meeting will 
be held in a place where there is a sound 
system. At this meeting, people will be 
informed on what the project will look like 
and they can see their properties on maps. 
This is when they would find out how 
much the total project is estimated to cost. 
They also will consider how long to assess 
the project, 10 years or 20 years or what is 
palatable to the property owners.
   Conley said after that meeting, there will 
be Notices of Letting and Day of Review 
at the drain office, where people can learn 
how much the assessment will be for them. 
There is a way to appeal the assessment. 
Then the roll is set.
   Conley said there will be no construction 
this year and may not happen until 2014. She 
said the costs will be held until the project 
is financed and then the assessments will 
be put on the tax bills, possibly in 2014.
   The large district starts at the northwestern 
corner of the township, at Bemis and 
Rawsonville roads, and goes across the 
middle of the township, ending near the 
southeast corner in the Willow Road area 
at the Huron Township border.
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We offer:
  • Pre-School
  • Experienced Staff
  • Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

34 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.

41505 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville 48111

is now accepting children ages 2 1/2 to
12 yrs. for enrollment.

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

JOIN US FOR CHARITY POKER FUNDRAISER
AUG. 11-14  –  VISION LANES, WESTLAND

• Storm Clean Up
• Free Estimates
• Tree Topping & Trimming
• Tree & Shrub Removal
•  Stump Removal • Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts
Call For a PromPt Free estimate

(734) 340-6155

50% discount if you 
keep wood/brush!

KoDiaK
TREE SERviCE

More Letters
Kovach rebuts letter’s 
endorsement of White
To the Editor:
   The recent articles in the local newspaper 
contained Paul White questioning 
Kovach’s numbers and the accuracy of his 
information. Let’s begin by the cost of the 
so-called water line improvements.
   The FOIA contract documents page #00 
4243-3 show the water line project cost 
$467.147.25. To me, that is closer to a half 
million dollars that Kovach stated than the 
$289,490.00 stated by Paul White.
   Next, Paul White was well aware in 
advance of the denial of not only Kovach’s 
property, but all of his neighbors. He 
ignored his fellow residents and continued 
to pursue his plan that the township paid for 
that required the use each property owner’s 
land because Wayne County would not 
allow the use their easement.
   At that time, Paul White backed a plan 
created by the former DPW director that 
would support the Coy Kendall land splits. 
Following that director’s departure, the 
current DPW director met with Wayne 
County officials and convinced them to 
allow the county easement, but only two 
feet away from the property owners right-
away.
   With this new plan in hand, it then became 
apparent the township was withdrawing 
their support for the Coy Kendall property 
split. Kovach naturally withdrew his 
support for the use of over 1,400 feet of 
easement the township was asking for.
   The township ordered a second set of 
engineering plans at taxpayers’ expense 
using the new construction plan. Kovach 
reviewed these new plans then warned the 
township officials at a township meeting 
that this plan would not work, but they 
refused to listen to reason. They responded 
to Kovach, “We will just engineer around 
you. No problem.” The township then 

informed the contractor that everything 
was in place for the project to begin.
   Kovach went out on the first day of 
construction with his FOIA plans of the 
project and informed the Site Engineer 
at the job site for Wade Trim it was 
impossible for him to construct this project 
per the plan. Kovach then showed him the 
construction details of the water 
valves, water hydrants and other aspects 
of the project that would encroach on his 
and his neighbors’ property. Believe it or 
not the Site Engineer declared right on 
the spot that Kovach was right and the 
project would have to be reengineered 
for a third time. The township then went 
back after a long delay with Wayne 
Country and requested that the water line 
be moved again, this time some 12 feet to 
accommodate Kovach’s concerns.
   Problem solved. Right? Wrong! It was 
during a phone conversation between 
Kovach and the contactor where his crew 
had trespassed on Kovach’s property and 
complaint was being filed with the police 
(Case#2020112) that Kovach asked if the 
township was going to pay him [contractor] 
any additional money for the reengineering 
and delays that were caused by Paul 
White’s lack of preparation and foresight. 
He answered, he had written a few letters 
indicating a request for more money, but the 
township indicated to him that no addition 
money would be given for the township’s 
mistakes. This was understandable from 
the township’s point of view, considering 
the high profile of Kovach’s efforts.
   This really made Kovach think long and 
hard. Why would a man who doesn’t live 
in this community be so generous to our 
township and community? The answer is 
simple when there is money involved. It’s 
just a matter of how to hide it to pass the 
money on to the contractor.
   Now the question is to discover how it was 
hidden. It was done in a very clever way 
by removing the number of water valves 
used in the project. These water valves are 
one of easiest things to hide because there 

is only a manhole cover to indicate their 
position. It’s not like a fire hydrant that 
would be easy to count. In fact, the number 
of water values from the original plans and 
bid which Kovach was able to FOIA had 
FIVE water valves along the route, now 
there are only THREE. These water valves 
are one of highest priced item on the bid 
sheet (page #00 4243-2).
   The answer is now so very simple once 
you know where to look. The contractor 
who bid the job gets paid for FIVE water 
values but installed THREE. Who would 
ever check and walk down the road and 
simply count the number of water values?
  You guessed it! KOVACH. For those in 
doubt, come to Bemis Road and count the 
number of manhole covers. They are very 
easy to see when you know what to look 
for.
   The choices are now clear for Paul White. 
He should ask the contractor for a refund of 
this line item and any others that they have 
changed for which they bid and would be 
paid, but did not install. In addition, could 
Paul White, who signed the contract explain 
line item #26 page 00 5200-4 an expense 
item Traffic Maintenance and Control for 
$32,000.00 which is the biggest unit priced 
line item on the contract?
   Using Paul White’s figure of $289,490.00 
that would be 11.05% of the total project 
for traffic maintenance and control? Is this 
possible?
   There is one more detail. It concerns the 
Wade Trim Site Engineer who was only 
scheduled for 35 days (page 00 4243-3) 
with this project starting in the middle of 
May. That means this project has been 
going on for over two months now with 
no end in sight. That is a little more than 
35 days listed in the contract. It should be 
very interesting to find out how Wade Trim 
gets paid. 
   If this is the type of saving and financial 
management that Rogalle Miller speaks 
about when referring to Paul White, you 
would like to think that a better way could 
be found. This is only one project of many 

that Paul White has handled, but this one 
with a person who has a reason to spend 
the time and effort to find out what really 
happens in our township.
   How many other people have similar 
issues, but not the time or expertise to pursue 
what is right? This type of accounting 
or saving may benefit the officials of the 
township, but it certainly does not benefit 
the residents of this community which we 
all are trying to improve.
   There is only one thing Kovach can agree 
with in Rogalle Miller’s letter and that is, 
“The White Administration has had some 
setbacks and missteps.” And, this makes it 
clear that we must make a change to this 
administration AUG. 7 and answer the call 
to Remember Bemis Road and Remove 
Paul White.
Sincerely,
Louis Kovach
Van Buren Resident 53 years
Editor’s Note: Kovach refers to the letter 
from Barbara Rogalle Miller published 
on page 6 in the July 26 issue of the 
Independent.

BHS yearbooks from 
years 1967 to 2011
on sale at museum
   There are still plenty of old Belleville 
High School yearbooks for sale at the 
Belleville Area Museum.
   Various quantities from the years 1967-
2011 are available. The cost is $25 each or 
two for $40.  The yearbooks were donated 
to the museum by BHS when the old school 
was being readied for demolition.
   The Civil War exhibit also continues 
at the museum with a $2 special exhibit 
admission fee.        
   The museum will close for summer break, 
July 30-Aug. 10.  
   The museum’s summer hours are in 
effect: Tuesday, 3-7 p.m.; and Monday, 
Wednesday, Thursday and Friday, noon to 
4 p.m.
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“Hurting someone with the truth 
is better than making them happy 

with a lie”
-- Author Unknown

The powers that be have hardly been truthful 
about the Visteon matter. And we, the Taxpayers, 

are going to pay for their indiscretions.

GOD BLESS AMERICA!
-- Charles Tackett, A Disabled Vietnam Veteran & Van Buren Township Taxpayer

on Tuesday morning, accompanied by her 
husband, Rich.
   After the arraignment, Brennan’s attorney 
Loren M. Dickstein told camera crews 
from channels 2, 4, and 7 that his client’s 
husband is very supportive of his wife and 
loves her dearly.
   Dickstein said Brennan’s husband will be 
with her at all her court appearances.
   Judge David Parrott read the charges and 
Brennan stood mute, which is treated as a 
not-guilty plea.
   A pre-exam was set for 1 p.m. Aug. 
6 before Judge Brian Oakley and, if 
necessary, a preliminary exam will be held 
at 9 a.m., Aug. 8, in front of Chief Judge 
Tina Brooks Green.
   Attorney Dickstein asked for a waiver of 
the 14-days limit for the preliminary exam 
because he wanted 30 days for discovery 
to seek out all the facts. Judge Parrott said, 
quite frankly, there was not that much to 
discover and Dickstein could take it up at 
the pre-exam.
   “You can always waive the 14 days at that 
time,” Judge Parrott said.
   Brennan was released on $10,000 
personal recognizance bond. Judge Parrott 
said no funds were required because she 
turned herself in and the police department 
recommended the personal bond.
   Judge Parrott said the terms of the bond 
include no contact of any sort with the 
alleged victim, including by electronic 
devices, personal contact, or written.
   Also, Tuesday morning, Van Buren Public 
Schools Supt. Michael Van Tassel issued a 
statement on Brennan’s status.
   “There have been charges of improprieties 
brought against an adult who teaches in the 
district,” Supt. Van Tassel wrote. “We are 
cooperating with the criminal authorities to 
obtain the facts and information regarding 
these charges.
   “Van Buren Public Schools will take all 
appropriate steps necessary to determine 
the future employment status of this 
individual to ensure the utmost protect of 
all our students.”

NMS teacher
(continued from page 1)

Sewer gas disrupts work 
day at Auto Auction on 
Rawsonville Road

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Insurance Auto Auction, 8251 Rawsonville 
Road, had its workday disrupted last 
Thursday afternoon after fumes sickened 
about six employees in the office area.
   Sumpter Township Fire Chief Les Powell 
said his department was called in the early 
afternoon after some employees had trouble 
breathing because of fumes and evacuated 
the building.
   Chief Powell said he called Washtenaw 
County Hazmat for a technician to come 
out and help him assess the situation.
   Something was coming up through the 
floor drains in the restrooms. He said 
because of the dry summer, the water that 
is usually in the drains dried up, but the 
water is necessary to keep the sewer gases 
from rising.
   No real water goes into the floor drains, 
he said. The hot, dry summer and use of 
fans helped to dry up the drain.
   Chief Powell said the fumes were only 
in one area of the building. Fire fighters 
ran “a bunch of water” down the drain, 
restoring the “water stopper”, and the 
fumes disappeared.
   The employees were checked out by 
Huron Valley Ambulance personnel. There 
were no injuries.
   Fire fighters were on the scene for almost 
three hours.
   The business, in Sumpter Township’s 
industrial district, is on a municipal sewer 
system.

Haggerty/Huron River Dr. 
intersection to be resurfaced 
at Metropark entrance

   The Wayne County Roads Division will be 
milling and resurfacing the intersection of 
Haggerty Road and Huron River Drive at the 
Metropark entrance through Friday, Aug. 3, 
weather permitting.
   Work was scheduled to start on Tuesday, July 
31, and was to take place daily through Friday 
from 7:30 a.m. to 3 p.m. During the project, the 
intersection will be closed except for through 
traffic.

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper 

On The Web!
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HELP WANTED

HANDYMAN BLOWOUT!
HOMES FOR $1!
Many to Choose.
Available Now.
Call Donna!!!

Bankruptcy, Foreclosures,
and Bad Credit OK!

Accepting All Applications!

RAWSONVILLE WOODS

734-461-6700

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
FOR RENT

Dedicated & Reliable 
Bus Drivers for

Permanent Positions 
for Van Buren Public 

Schools. Starting Pay: 
$11.50/hour.

Call 734-699-5100

HIRING FOR THE FALL

HELP WANTED

HOUSE FOR SALE

Remodeler’s Assistant
Ann Arbor-based company provid-
ing high quality interior & exterior 
painting, repairs, and remodeling 
services in residential and business 
settings seeks dependable, honest, 
and hard-working individuals with 
desire to be part of a well-estab-
lished and respected company.
Must have reliable automobile, 
valid driver’s license, ability to lift 
up to 75 pounds, ability to climb 40-
foot ladders, and have basic hand 
tools. Relevant experience pre-
ferred. Several positions available 
immediately.  Pay dependent on 
level of experience.  Background 
checks will be conducted.  Please 
call 734-995-0715 Monday - Friday 
between 8a - 3p.

Reasons to work at
Our Father’s Child Care:

The child is in you!
Be part of a devoted team!
Engage in sharing God’s love!
Hard work while having FUN!
Must have a CDA or working on their 

degree in early childhood.
Call 697-2985

CHild CaRE HElp WaNTEd

ATTENTION
ENErgETIc SENIOrS:

If you love animals and have a
couple hours to spare in the morning,

1 or more days a week, Friends of
Michigan Animal Rescue would

love to hear from you! To join our
team of dedicated volunteers, please 

call or email Sandy @
(734) 417-5117 or

seatonsandra@yahoo.com

MODULAR HOME FOR SALE
1988 CHAMPION.  64’L, 28’W.  3 BR. 
2.5 bath, Living Rm., Family rm. with real 
fireplace, Lg. deck off the mud rm. A/C, all 
appliances, shed.  Must See.  (734) 678-
7167                                               8/16

------------

MOTOROLA T 45 hundred Walkie/
Talkie.  Found in Village Park by 
Victoria Commons July 11, 2012.  
(313) 515-3322                           8/02

------------
Found - Small dog about 2 or 3 yrs. old on 
Martinsville Rd. off Willow Rd.  Call and 
identify.  (734) 740-8470                       8/09

------------
RING FOUND at Belleville Rd. 
car wash July 19th .  Call to identify.  
(734) 635-1531                         8/09

------------

LOST GO PRO CAMERA.  Lost our Go 
Pro camera in the lake on the 4th of July.  It’s 
attached to an orange float buoy.  Reward if 
found.  (573) 452-1886         8/09

------------

LOST

2 BR. APT.  $700/mo. or $650/mo.  with 
$650 security.  Heat included.  No lease 
or credit check.  Available Immediately.  
(734) 844-8241                                      8/16

------------
EAST of 23 & WILLIS RD.  3 BR. 
Home in country setting.  $1200/mo. plus 
utilities & security.      (734) 417-7759       8/02

------------
2 BR. APT. in Belleville.  Available 
immediately.  $550/mo. Plus utilities.  No 
pets.  (734) 391-8704                       8/02

------------
BELLEVILLE LAKESIDE.  LARGE 1 
BR. APT.  Annually once a year.  To rent 
call Pam (734) 699-8529                8/02

------------
3 BR., 2 BATH HOUSE.  COUNTRY 
Setting.  Lincoln School District.  $1000/
mo. Plus security deposit.  Call Alan 
(734) 649-0640                              8/16

------------
3 BR. 1 BATH Brick Ranch House, 
Belleville area.  Near expressways, 
Haggerty & I-94.  Basement, Garage & 
Fenced yard.  $875/mo.  Call for details 
& requirements.  Available Sept. 1st.  
(734) 697-3264                          8/09

------------
3 BR. COUNTRY RANCH HOME on 
1 acre in Van Buren Twp.  Immediate 
occupancy.  $975/mo.  Call Aaron  
(734) 740-0628                          8/02

------------

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real 
Estate Firm.  For appointment call    
(734) 697-1800                          TFN

------------
Driver:  $2,500 Sign-On Bonus.  Hiring 
Solo and Team Drivers.  Great Benefits 
Package.  Excellent Home Time.  CDL-A 
Required.  Students Welcome.  (888) 471-
7081 or www.superservicellc.com         8/02 

------------
DRIVERS:  Rapid growing grocery 
hauler.  New Pay Package & Awesome 
Benefit’s.  Sign On Bonus.  Newer Trucks 
Local/Regional.  CDL-A, 3 yrs. Exp.     
(888) 784-8859                                      8/02

------------
LOOKING FOR CONTRACTORS 
who have experience with Fencing, 
Decking & Brick pavers.  Artistic minded 
& Hard working.  (734) 341-3364         8/02

------------
GENERAL LABOR for Excavating & 
Septic Business w/ misc. duties.  Full 
time or Part Time.  Starting wage depends 
on skills.  www.kovalak@comcast.net    or 
(734) 461-6838                                      8/16

------------ 
PART TIME LEASING Consultant 
needed for a Belleville Complex.  
Fax resume to (734) 697-4344 or call 
(734) 697-4343                             8/09

------------
EXPERIENCED AUTO BODY 
& Collision Repair Technician 
needed.  Contact Burhop’s Collision  
(734) 699-3641                             8/16

------------                       

ANGELA’S HOME DAY CARE 
has openings for children 2 yrs. And 
up.  Call Angela at (734) 260-2557 or 
(734) 391-8704                             8/02

------------

CHILD CARE
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“Ancient Rome declined because it had a 
Senate; now what’s going to happen to
us with both a Senate and a House?”

Will Rogers

“Laws control the lesser man...
Right conduct controls the greater one.”

Mark Twain

“He who asks is a fool for five minutes, but 
he who does not ask remains a fool forever.”

Chinese Proverb

“Sometimes I wonder whether the world is 
being run by smart people who are putting 
us on or by imbeciles who really mean it.”

Mark Twain

Crystal Howard, Greg 
Keller to wed in Sept.
   Crystal Howard of Belleville and Greg 
Keller of Romulus are planning a Sept. 14 
wedding at St. Stephen’s Church with Fr. 
John Hedges officiating.
   Crystal is the daughter of Thomas and 
Nancy Howard of Belleville. Greg is the 
son of Matthew and Madeline Keller of 
Dearborn.

Crystal and Greg are tying the knot,
September 14th, at 4 on the dot!

We wanted to share their happy news,
May God bless the new couple in all that 

they do!
Submitted by Adrian Schulz

Ryan Richter earns 
magna cum laude
honors at Hope College
   Ryan Richter of Belleville, a recent 
graduate, has earned magna cum laude 
honors at Hope College for outstanding 
academic accomplishment during his four 
years of study.
   Magna cum laude honors are awards to 
graduates who achieved a minimum 3.7 
grade point average on a 4.0 scale.
   Hope College is located in Holland, MI.
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
GARAGE/YARD SALE SERVICES

Belleville, Michigan
Match or Beat All Competitor’s 

Prices! Free Estimates.
Veterans & Senior Discounts.
(734) 497-5888

Sarvis - N - Sons Cement

Call FIRST CLASS LANDSCAPING
(734) 699-4711

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
YEAR RouND SERvICES
Weekly Mowing, Aerations, 
De-Thatching, Seed & Sod, 

Tree, Brush & Stump Removal 
And Much More!

www.FIRSTCLASSLANDSCAPING.net

Take Advantage of Early Bird Rates!

Gerry’s Small Engine
and Equipment Repair

Tractors, Lawn, Garden &
Small Construction Equipment

Gerry Gentz
Willis, MI 734-461-0158

Pick-Up/Delivery
Service Available

WE DO HOUSECALLS!

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

WANTED:
JUNK CARS
Running or Not. Top $

Paid. Call For Free
Pickup. Drive In For

Extra Dollars.
734-282-1700

WE BUY
JUNK CARS
7 Days A Week For

$300 & Up!
Cash Paid!

(734) 787-1444

SERVICES

WANTEDGARAGE/YARD SALE

WANTED

BARN SALE - 42999 WILLIS CT. behind 
Martinsville Cemetery.  Aug. 3, 2-7 p.m., 
Aug. 4, 8-5 p.m., Aug 5, 12-4 p.m.   90% 
GUY STUFF.  Bring a trailer or buy   
one of mine.  (9) Snowmobiles, (4) 3-
Wheelers, Go Kart, 1976 T-Bird, Trailers, 
Boats, Outboards, Jet Skis, Toys, Wood-
working, Hand & Power tools, Animal 
cages, Feeders, Electrical supplies, Guns, 
Auto parts (Perf.).                                  8/02

------------
YARD SALE - 1053 SAVAGE RD. Every 
Friday-Sunday starting  July 27th  thru 
August.  Books, Movies, VHS, DVD, 
Boys clothes, Holiday items, Generator, 
Tools.  Little Bit of Everything.             8/09

------------
HUGE GARAGE SALE.  48631 SULLY 
Dr.  August 2-4, 9-5 p.m.  Tools, Horse 
tack, Household items.                           8/02

------------
HUGE GARAGE/YARD SALE.  21000 
Martinsville Rd.  July 27-30, 8-6 p.m.  
Personal, Household, Books, Gardening, 
Patio & Bar set, Tiller, Electric cement 
mixer, Log Splitter, Hay elevator, etc.   8/02

------------
YARD SALE - 43105 RIGGS RD.  AUG. 
2-3, 9-5 p.m., Aug. 4, 9-3 p.m.  All Pro-
ceeds to benefit Juvenile Diabetes Research 
Foundation.                             8/02

------------
MULTI FAMILY Yard Sale - 46695 
Willis Rd. between Sumpter & Elwell 
Rds.  Aug. 2-4, 8:30-6 p.m.  Large variety 
of items including Bisque and a wood 
stove.  Something for Everyone.            8/02

------------
YARD SALE -9831 Willow Rd., Willis.  
W. of Bunton.  Aug. 3-5, 9-5 p.m.  Toys, 
Tools, Clothes, Golf cart parts, Bicycles, 
Misc. household items.                          8/02

------------
5915 BIG PINE CT. off Textile between 
Tuttle hill & Whittaker.  Aug. 2-4, 9-4 
p.m.  Go carts, Electric mini bike, Boys, 
Girl teen & Women’s clothes.  Household 
items & misc. items  Something for 
Everyone.                                               8/02

------------
GIANT MOVING SALE.  17925 Huron 
River Dr., New Boston.  Aug. 2-5, 9-
6 p.m.  Downsizing after 20 yrs.  Power 
tools, Antiques, Household goods, 
Furniture.  You name it, it’s here.          8/02

------------
HUGE GARAGE SALE - 1305 Common-
wealth Ave. off Wendell between Clark & 
Holmes.  Something for Everyone.        8/02

------------
ESTATE SALE - 49155 BEMIS RD.  
Aug. 2-4, 9-6 p.m.  Antiques, Toys, 
Books Bikes, Household, Winchester 30-
30, Machinist tools, Atlas & Southbend 
Lathe’s, 200 lb. Anvil, Steam Whistle, Hit 
or Miss engine, Workbenches, Electrical, 
Plumbing, Fishing, Boat & Much More.8/02

------------

YARD SALE - 49241 BEMIS RD.  Aug. 
2-4, 9-5 p.m.  Lots of  “Stamp Up” things 
Most things half off Saturday.                8/02

------------

24” TV, MAGNAVOX.  Panasonic VCR.  
Mahogany Colored Wooden stand.  $100.  
Hide-A-Bed Sofa, seats 2, sleeps 1, $50.  
(734) 697-7470                                      8/02

------------
1998 STARCRAFT POP-UP CAMPER w/
slide out, A.C., Screened in room & extras.  
Mint Condition.  Original Owners.   $2700  
(734) 699-9920                                     8/09

------------
(6) TIRES - 255/70R/22.5  $450 all.          
(734) 697-0746                                      8/02

------------
MAYTAG electric dryer, $50.  Headboard 
& frame, Full/Queen, $20.  Broyhill wing 
back chair/ottoman, $30.  Headboard & 
frame Full/Queen, $35.  (734) 483-5081 8/09

------------
PATIO FURNITURE - Chaise Lounger, 
$30.  Love seat, 2 chairs, sofa table, $150. 
4 Recliner chairs, $30.  Pipe wrenches, 
various sizes/prices.   Electric edger/weed-
wacker, $40.  (734) 483-5081                8/09

------------
ALL STEEL BUILDINGS.  Factory 
Deals Ask for discounted sizes.  Limited 
Inventory.  Can Erect.  Source # 1PI  
(989) 414-4262                           8/16

------------
1988 LARSON LAZER 18’6” 
BOAT.  130 hp. I/O with full canvas, 
low hrs., garage kept.  $5000 obo.    
(734) 461-0359                            8/16

------------
7 Cu. Ft. CHEST FREEZER $75.  Video 
gaming chair, $20.  Solid wood kitchen 
table & 4 chairs, $100.  (313) 550-95508/16

------------

C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions 
Discount Prices  -  Guaranteed!             
(734) 282-1700                           TFN

------------ 
1992 BMW 525.  Runs & Drives Great.     
CD Player, Moon roof.  $1800 obo.   
(734) 697-1417                           8/09

------------
1991 GMC EXT. CAB 2 Wheel Dr.  Tenn. 
Truck, new 350 motor, dual exhaust 5 spd. 
Manual trans.  Great Condition.  $3800 
obo   (734) 699-1968                  8/16

------------

FOR SALE

VEHICLE FOR SALE

ST.VINCENT DePAUL is in need of your 
CLEAN in Working Condition useable 
stoves, refrigerators, washers & dryers.  
For needy families in Belleville, Van Buren 
& Sumpter areas.    (734) 461-2763      TFN  

------------

WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless.  Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.  
(734) 697-5600                           TFN

------------
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS 
of Shampoo, Toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit.   Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.  
(734) 697-5600                          TFN

------------

KIM MIDA        -       NORTH LIBERTY
YOU’VE  Won a dozen free  roses.  Pick 
them up at Main St. Flower’s downtown, 
Belleville.  (734) 697-7400 or www.
mainstreetflowersbelleville.com  TFN

------------
FREE BEAUTIFUL CALICO CAT.  
(313) 384-0877                           8/09

------------
BELLEVILLE CHURCH of GOD Food 
Pantry is giving away donated food.  Some 
meat & canned goods.  Every 1st. and 3rd. 
Thursday of the month.  What do you 
need!  Call 1 day ahead.  (734) 697-0921 
or (734) 697-1142                        TFN

----------

------------

FREE

LOCAL HANDYMAN - SOME 
Jobs too LARGE - NO JOB too 
SMALL. Residential Power Washing.                  
LICENSED & REFERENCES.           (734) 
765-9224                                      TFN

------------
C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions 
Discount Prices    - Guaranteed  !!!   
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

------------

DEPENDABLE LAWN SERVICE.  
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL   
Lawn Cutting - Spring Clean-Up - 
Aerating - Mulch - Shrub Trimming - 
Pruning - Brick Pavers & De-thatching.  
(734) 587-2410 or (734) 693-4712        9/27

------------
WEST BRANCH BUILDERS.  Licensed 
& Insured.  Residential & Commercial.  
Specializing in Storm Damage.   Free 
Estimates.    (734) 476-1098                           8/06

------------

------------

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper 

On The Web!
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ELECT MARTY KALASZ
For Sumpter Township Trustee

New Ideas From A Lifelong Resident!
Give The Power Back To The People!
•  Veteran U.S. Navy
•  Retired Truck Driver, Teamsters Local 299
•  40+ Years Firefighter
•  Community Volunteer

VOTE

AUG. 7!
Endorsed By:

UAW Region 1A
15th Democratic District Club

Paid for by Committee to Elect Matrin Kalasz, 21467 Ewell Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

Pet of the Week
Friends of Michigan 

Animals Rescue

Beans is just plain doggy fun! This 
1 year and 7 month old Boxer mix 
is still very much a puppy with a 
youthful, enthusiastic personality. 
He’s eager to play and excited to be 
with both people and dog friends. 
His strong, lean body frame is fit as 
a fiddle and along with his energetic 
nature makes him perfect for taking 
walks or any other outdoor fun you 
have in mind. His rather comical 
looking face is simply adorable and 
highlighted perfectly by floppy ears 
that look like two small wings trying 
hard to get him airborne when he 
runs. Beans is a good match for 
kids and other pets but will still 
need some training to help curb his 
naturally boisterous nature when it 
comes to smaller friends. He’ll make 
a loyal and affectionate addition that 
will delight you with his intelligent, 
quick to learn and sometimes goofy 
self. Beans is neutered, vaccinated, 
micro-chipped and eager to get 
another chance to make himself a 
part of a fur-ever family. Call 734
461-9458 to meet this fantastic pup.

“BEANS”

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

   • Thursday, August 2 – Free outdoor 
concert with The Rootsologists with special 
guest Kenny Brinkley, 7-9 p.m., Horizon 
Park, High Street in Belleville. Music 
Lakeside sponsored by the Belleville Area 
Council for the Arts.
   • Thursday, August 2 – The Evening 
Book Group meets at the library at 7 p.m. 
This month’s book: “The World We Found” 
by Thrity Umrigar.
   • Friday, August 3 – Van Buren Township 
Summer Concert Series: Toppermost 
(Beatles Tribute), 7 p.m., Van Buren Park, 
South I-94 Service Drive, $4 per car fee at 
gate
   • Saturday, August 4 – Used Book Sale at 
the Belleville Area District Library, put on 
by the Friends group. From 11 a.m. to noon 
shoppers may be Friends only. From noon 
to 3 p.m. the general public is welcome. 
Great bargains and for a good cause.

   • Sunday, August 5 – Bugles Across 
America, 7:15 p.m., at Veterans Memorial 
on High Street, Belleville, to honor the 
military, past and present.
   • Monday, August 6 – Have a cup of coffee 
and conversation from 8 to 9 a.m. with 
State Rep. Dian Slavens at the Belleville 
Charhouse, 524 Main St., Belleville. Or, 
meet with her later, from 5 to 6 p.m. at the 
Daydream Café, 47192 Michigan Ave., in 
Canton.
   • Monday, August 6 – Cruisin’ on 
the Bayou car show on Main Street in 
Belleville, 6-9 p.m.
   • Tuesday, August 7 – It’s PRIMARY 
ELECTION DAY and time to vote, 7 
a.m. to 8 p.m. Many local elections will 
be decided in the Primary Ballot, with the 
November General Election just a formality 
in many cases.
   • Tuesday, August 7 – Tuesday’s Cruzin 
the Belleville Moose, 6-9 p.m., music, 
food, drinks every Tuesday, 831 E. Huron 
River Dr.

   • Wednesday, August 8 – Classic Car 
Show at Diamond Back Saloon, 49345 S. 
I-94 Service Drive, sponsored in part by 
Ypsi Street Rods and Country FM 959, 6 
p.m. – dark, DJs, BBQ, prizes, drag races
   • Thursday, August 9 – Free outdoor 
concert with Motor City Brass Band, 
7-9 p.m., Horizon Park, High Street in 
Belleville. Music Lakeside sponsored by 
Belleville Area Council for the Arts.
   • Friday, August 10 – Van Buren 
Township Summer Concert Series: The All 
Directions Band (top hits of the ‘60s, ‘70s, 
‘80s), 7 p.m., Van Buren Park, South I-94 
Service Drive, $4 per car fee at gate
   • Friday, August 10 – Free Outdoor 
Family Movie Night at Willow United 
Methodist Church, 36925 Willow Road, 
New Boston, 734-654-9020. Gathering at 
8 p.m., movie begins at 8:30 p.m. Bring a 
lawn chair or blanket.
   • Monday, August 13 – Cruisin’ on 
the Bayou car show on Main Street in 
Belleville, 6-9 p.m.

   • Tuesday, August 14 – Tuesday’s Cruzin 
the Belleville Moose, 6-9 p.m., music, 
food, drinks every Tuesday, 831 E. Huron 
River Dr.
   • Wednesday, August 15 – Classic Car 
Show at Diamond Back Saloon, 49345 S. 
I-94 Service Drive, sponsored in part by 
Ypsi Street Rods, 6 p.m. – dark, DJs, BBQ
   • Thursday, August 16 – “The 4th 
Michigan Infantry” presented by Martin 
Bertera and Kim Crawford, 6-8 p.m. at 
the museum, free to historical society 
members, $3 to others.
   • Friday, August 17 – Van Buren 
Township Summer Concert Series: Stolen 
Moments (jazz performance), 7 p.m., Van 
Buren Park, South I-94 Service Drive, $4 
per car fee at gate
   • Saturday, August 18 – Attend the 
ribbon-cutting of the new Belleville High 
School at 10 a.m. and then explore the new 
school building until 5 p.m.



Page 26� Belleville Area Independent/August 2, 2012August 2, 2012/Belleville Area Independent� Page 27

REGGIE MILLER

www.ElectReggieMillerVBT.com

Reggie Miller

DEMOCRAT FOR
VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP TRUSTEE

Paid for by the CTE
Vote For Reggie Miller

13697 Pond Bluff
Belleville, MI 48111

•  Will work to keep the Public Safety service levels to the standards that
    was promised with the voter approved public safety milliage tax
•  Wants to Protect the Community with High Police Visibility
•  Preserve our Resources and Advocate for Area Road Repairs
•  Promotes the Hiring of Police Officers and Firefighters

attorney Patrick McCauley said the activities 
at the site “will be the measurement and 
sampling of crude oil volumes being 
delivered and the receiving and launching 
of internal inspection tools. There will be no 
refining of any crude oil at the site.”
   There was some discussion by Enbridge 
representatives at the meeting concerning 
the December 2010 Enbridge spill of 
800,000 gallons of heavy crude oil into the 

Enbridge
(continued from page 1)

Kalamazoo River that is still being cleaned 
up 24 months later. They called the incident 
a very large problem created by human error 
in Marshall “by the experienced folks from 
Enbridge”.
   On July 10, the day before the planning 
commission meeting, there was a National 
Transportation Safety Board report on 
Enbridge that representatives called 
“humbling” which noted the “poor response” 
to the spill that the NTSB chairman Debbie 
Hersman said couldn’t help but make you 
think about the Keystone Kops.

   This report came a week after federal fines 
of $3.7 million were levied against Enbridge 
for what has been called one of the worst 
inland oil spills in history.
   Enbridge representatives told the planning 
commission that the new VBT station will 
be enhancing the line maintenance and 
increasing safety.
   The neighbors to the site said the pipes 
have been in the ground there since the early 
‘30s at least and what Enbridge is  building 
is a monitoring station.
   “I feel more secure, not less secure,” she 
said of the planned construction. “It’s like 
having a baby in a bath and having one 
more adult watching.”
   She said there currently are regular, low-
flying airplanes monitoring the pipelines 
and if neighbors have a question, they call 
Wolverine and they get to talk to a person 
and get answers.
   Terry Carroll, VBT Director of Planning 
and Economic Development, said the staff 
will sit down with Enbridge, the neighbors 
and the Metropark to work out details of 
screening, landscaping, and the preferred 
building façade. Then, Carroll will bring a 
report back to the planning commission.
   In other business at the July 11 meeting the 
planning commission reviewed proposed 
amendments to the Wireless Communication 
zoning ordinance, most changes due to 
recent changes in state law.
   A public hearing on the amendments 
will be set on the next available agenda, 
allowing for the necessary number of days 
required for a published announcement of 
the hearing.
   In discussion at the end of the meeting, 
Commissioner Carl Johnson said there 
were 23 fireworks complaints on the police 
dispatch log starting July 1 and he thinks 
the commission should revisit the law on 
fireworks.
   Carroll said there may be some push on 
the state level either to withdraw or change 
the new law. He said local ordinances can 
regulate the hours allowed for fireworks 
and how far from structures they can be 
set off. He suggested waiting until it can be 
determined what the state is going to do.

Thunder Over Michigan 
Air Show takes to the 
skies this weekend
                 

By Bob Mytych
Independent Sports Editor

   Thunder will fill the skies over Belleville 
this weekend with the annual Thunder 
Over Michigan Air Show at Willow Run 
Airport.
   Discounted tickets are still available on 
line at the Yankee Air Force Museum’s 
website at wwwyankeeairmuseum.org. 
The cost, if purchased by noon on Aug. 5, 
is $25; $30 if bought at the gate. Parking 
tickets are $5 online and $10 at the gate.
   This year’s show is themed Mustang Ma-
nia where over 25 P-51 Mustangs will take 
part in the show schedule. Other perform-
ers include a Sea Harrier F/A2, an F-86 
Sabre “Smokey,” a Boeing B-29 Superfor-
tress, and a Lockheed P-38L Lightning. A 
World War II battle re-enactment will also 
take place involving over 100 WWII per-
sonnel, related WW II aircraft and ground 
military vehicles from that time period. 
Just added this week to the list of static dis-
play aircraft is a pair of F-18 Hornets from 
the west coast.
   A special Kid Zone area will feature avia-
tion-themed inflatables, which is sure to be 
popular.
   On Friday evening, the Thunder over 
Michigan Ground Parade and WWII reen-
actors will arrive in Belleville in convoy to 
Victory Park for the community to enjoy 
in static display. Then they will parade up 
Main Street at 6:30 to Horizon Park and 
then back to the airport at 7:45 p.m. There 
will also be some military flybys over Main 
Street featuring vintage aircraft. This event 
is free.

Rotary to run Lucky 
Ducky Rubber Duck 
fund raiser Aug. 16
   The Belleville Rotary will conduct its 
Lucky Rubber Ducky Race fund raiser again 
this year during the Taste of Belleville on 
Thursday, Aug. 16.
   The special race course will be set up on 
Belleville Lake at Horizon Park. The race will 
begin at 6:30 p.m.
   “Walk the bridge, come to the Taste of 
Belleville, and hang around to take in this 
exciting race where numbered ducks float at 
breakneck speed toward the finish line,” said 
Ray Eissinger, Rotary’s public relations man.
   “Don’t miss out on your chance to win some 
cash. Buy a ticket and you win if your lucky-
numbered duck crosses the finish line first, 
second, or third,” Eissinger said.
   Proceeds from the ticket purchases will 
help fund Rotary projects around the tri-
community. 
   Tickets at $5 each or 5 for $20 are available 
around town at the Belleville Area District 
Library, Main Street Flowers, Garden Fantasy 
or from any Rotarian.  For more information, 
contact Rotarian Beverly Neal at 734-697-
9400
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HURRY! TIME IS RUNNING OUT!
Have you considered moving to a new community?

We are offering substantial savings
to all new residents.
You MUST act NOW!

Call
Van Buren Estates

for details!
(734) 697-4655

Want to move but love your home?
We may even pay to move your home.

(Limited space available)

Or visit our website www.FranklinHomeSales.com/VB “Like” Van Buren Estates
Manufactured Home Community

on Facebook and stay up to date on
our newest homes and incentives!

• Engineering degree from TriState College, Angola, Indiana

• 35 years with Great Lakes Steel

• Experienced in various management positions: Operations,
   Quality Control and Technology departments

• 16 years Board of Directors, Community Focus Federal Credit
   Union, Currently Chairman of the Board, CFFCU

• Educated and Licensed as a Stock Broker

• Project Development at Detroit Steel, Trenton, Michigan

• Not a career Politician.

• Experienced and qualified.

• Will bring a new perspective
    to the Treasurer’s Office,
    using common sense ideas.

roeschfortreasurer@yahoo.com
734-635-0150

PAID FOR BY THE COMMITTEE TO ELECT HARRY ROESCH FOR TREASURER, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP, P.O. BOX 501, BELLEVILLE, MI 48112

Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc., 9800 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

(734)

697-9161www.atchinson.net

...Then Buy From The Right Place!

 $124 per month*
24 month lease.

2012
Fusion sEl

Auto, Leather, Sync, Moonroof,
         & Rear
   Camera

2013
EXPloRER XlT

Leather, Sync, and Rear Camera

 $302 per month*
24 month lease.

Buy for
$21,797**

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. 
With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to dealer. May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

Ford
Master

Certified
Diesel Tech

on Duty!
10% Off All

Diesel
Repairs!

Willis Feed & Country Store
10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan

(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

THE WILLIS MILL HAS THE 
VERY BEST POND CHEMICALS 

AND FISH FOOD!
Come on in and see for yourself. We carry a wide variety of:
 ÿ Dog and Cat Food
 ÿ Wild Bird Seed, Squirrel Food
 ÿ Horse and Livestock Feed
 ÿ Hay and Straw
 ÿ Country Crafts
 ÿ Critters such as Goats, Rabbits, Chicks Etc.

NEW HOURS:
Mon.-Fri.  9am-6pm

Sat. 9am-5pm
Sun. 12pm-4pm


