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The Van Buren Township Fire Department visited the Early Childhood Development 
Center at Haggerty School on Monday for a safety lesson.  Here, Lt. Ryan McCormick 
shares safety tips with the students. The children especially enjoyed seeing teacher Holly 
Ulrich dressed in fire gear. Sitting in the truck, touching the helmet and seeing the gear up 
close topped the children’s list of favorite moments. “It is important for preschoolers to 
become familiar with fire gear and equipment,” said Building Coordinator Becky Ross. “In 
the event of an emergency, children need to know that the fire fighters are there to help.” 

   The Michigan Press Association 
announced, in time for this week’s 
celebration of  National Newspaper Week, 
that the Belleville-Area Independent has 
earned two awards among all entrants in its 
category statewide.
   The Independent won third place in 
News Enterprise Reporting for the “Court 
Watching” series written by Diane Madigan 
and Rosemary K. Otzman.
   Otzman also won an honorable mention 
for her “Extra Things I Know” column in 
the Local Columnist category.
   Three examples of the “Court Watching” 
series were entered in the contest by the 
Independent with this explanation:
   “We’ve had a lot of police stories where 
people were arrested, but then it was 
impossible to get the ends of those stories. 
Some were let free; some were sentenced 
to many years in prison.
   “The local police didn’t know the ends of 

Independent wins two awards
in statewide newspaper contest

the stories because the county prosecutor’s 
office was too busy to let them know. Often, 
the court sessions went on and on until the 
case was finalized. We started following 
the cases at district court and then to circuit 
court in Detroit, which was a big project.
   “We ultimately named our series ‘Court 
Watching’ and were able to get a local 
writer to help follow the cases. It’s been a 
very popular series and police, especially, 
are very interested to know how their 
stories end.”
   The judge noted on the Extra Things I 
Know column: “I loved the snapshots of 
community events, people, and decisions. 
The writer is clearly tuned into her local 
community.”
   Members of the Nebraska Press 
Association reviewed 3,108 entries 
submitted by 114 Michigan newspapers 
when they judged the 2013 Michigan Press 
Association Better Newspaper Contest.

Library Board selects DNR lakeside 
property for site of new library

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   If tri-community taxpayers vote for 
funding next year, a new, two-story district 
library complex will be built on the DNR 
property on the lake, just north of the 
Belleville Bridge in Van Buren Township.
   And, fishermen on the lake will be an 
important part of the complex.
   On Tuesday, after two hours of discussion, 
the Belleville Area District Library Board 
voted 6-1 to choose the Department of 
Natural Resources lakeside site as the place 
it wants to build a new library.
   There were 26 people in the audience.
   Treasurer Elaine Gutierrez cast the only 
no vote. She said as a real estate broker, 
she has her doubts because there are so 
many players: the DNR, the Spencers (who 
own the home next door that also will be 
purchased), the Wayne County Road 
Commission, and VBT.
   She said if any one of these doesn’t follow 
through, it’s over. Gutierrez said she thinks 
the board needs a second plan. She also 
hates to leave the city. For example, the 
Harvest Fest would be up because “we’re 
not walking over the bridge for that.”
   The Harvest Fest, set for this weekend in 
Belleville, is a cooperative effort between 
the museum and the library.
   Gutierrez said she wants to see a new 
library within this decade and the board 
has been working on a site for three years 
and it needs to pass a bond issue, which 
will then take a year or two to get started.
   “It’s going to take a long time,” she said, 
noting the architectural costs for the main 
library and the satellite library in Sumpter 
will be “another excessive cost.”
   She said she would like a backup plan in 
case this goes to pot.
   After her vote against the DNR site, she 
said her vote was for everyone who wants 
to stay in town.
   Library Board Secretary Joy Cichewicz, 
chairman of the Building Committee, said 

she doesn’t know any library in the state 
that will be on such a spectacular site.
   After her vote for the DNR site, Cichewicz 
said she’s happy the board made the 
decision.
   One of the reasons for the decision, 
she said, was that the board has not been 
given one single action from the city that 
said they wanted the library to stay, until 
they sent over the appraisal for the library 
property and the city parking lot.
   “We’re elected to make the decisions,” 
said Board Member Michael Boelter. “You 
don’t have to cross the Mackinac Bridge to 
get there,” he said of the DNR site.
   The board also voted unanimously to 
put the satellite library site in the Sumpter 
Community Center in the 2,000 square feet 
of area recently vacated by Head Start.
   Also, the board voted to notify all the 
people with whom they had property 
options that they are not going to accept the 
options, so they can sell to others.
   “We’ve really just arrived at the 
beginning,” said architect Dan Whisler at 
the end of Tuesday’s meeting. “Now we’ve 
got a lot of work to do.”
   Whisler has to come up with more 
complete plans for the building and give 
a figure for construction based on the site. 
Then, the size of the bond issue and the 
millage needed to support it will be decided 
and a campaign started to persuade voters 
to pay for it.
   He said if they hit an insurmountable 
roadblock, the board will step back and 
decide what it wants to do.
   Whisler said four or five months down 
the road if they have to find another site, 
the easiest one to go back and revisit is the 
second-favorite Grace Baptist Church site 
in the city, also on Belleville Lake.
   That site has been for sale for 13 years, he 
noted, adding it would be easier than going 
back to the multiple other options in the 
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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
Three new paid-per-call fire fighters were introduced to the Sumpter Township Board of 
Trustees by Fire Chief Joe Januszyk, in back at right, at the board’s regular meeting on 
Sept. 10. From left are Dan Frost, James Talbert, and Robert Damico.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

     On Oct. 4, Bankruptcy Court Judge 
Thomas J. Tucker signed an order 
approving the ex-parte request of Chapter 
7 Trustee Wendy Turner Lewis to employ 
an accountant to help her process the filing 
by Thomas A. White.
   White, of Belleville, filed Chapter 7 
Bankruptcy on July 19, a few days after 
being disbarred as an attorney. He had 
served as an attorney in Belleville for 20 
years at 35 Main Street, across from City 
Hall.
   Lewis’ attorney Tracy M. Clark from 
Steinberg Shapiro & Clark filed the 
application for the services of an accountant 
to, among other things, consult with 
the trustee and her counsel on financial 
matters, “analyze the Debtor’s books and 
records, trace funds, value the Debtor’s 
membership and interest in an LLC, and 
prepare tax returns.”
   Judge Tucker gave Lewis the approval 
to hire Chapski & Chapski, CPAs, LLP 
to serve as accountant for the trustee in 
this case. The hourly fees for Chapski & 
Chapski, of Canton, range between $50 to 
$150.
   In his Declaration of Disinterestedness, 
Steven R. Chapski states, “I have been 
advised that the Debtor has numerous 
creditors and, accordingly, the firm may 

Bankruptcy Court Trustee hires 
CPA to track White’s funds

have rendered services or had business 
associations with such creditors or their 
counsel in the ordinary course of the firm’s 
business, but none of these services have 
been in connection with, nor impact, this 
proceeding.”

Assets recovered
   Trustee Lewis filed a notice on Sept. 
30 that assets have been recovered by 
the trustee and those wishing to file as 
claimants need to file by Dec. 26.
   Besides bankruptcy proceedings, 
White faces five criminal charges for 
allegedly defrauding the late Leland 
Jordan and his wife Judith A. Jordan of 
Belleville. According to the Wayne County 
Prosecutor’s Office, more criminal charges 
against White are coming.
   White is scheduled for a 9 a.m. preliminary 
exam on Oct. 16 at 34th District Court on 
the five original charges, and maybe more.

New creditors added
   On Tuesday, Oct. 10, White’s bankruptcy 
attorney added seven new creditors to his 
list, now totaling 23. The total new claims 
add up to $360,750.
   Additions were listed as “business debts”: 
Alyssa Renier ($100,000), Karen Forester 
($43,000), Dan Fischer ($35,000), Paypal 
($3,750), Dwayne Branhum ($19,000), 
Thomas Sienko ($100,000), and Judy 
Jordan ($60,000).

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   On Saturday, after Harvest Fest is over in 
downtown Belleville, 80 women dressed as 
witches will begin arriving for the second-
annual “Witch Fest” that begins on the 
Fourth Street Square.
   At Monday’s meeting, the Belleville City 
Council approved a last-minute request by 
Egan’s Pub to host the private event, as 
long as it gets the temporary special-use 
outside serving license it expects from the 
Michigan Liquor Control Commission.
   The private event involves four women 
each inviting 20 other women, ending up 
with 80, to go on a private bus excursion of 
unknown destination.
   Jennifer Winter of Egan’s said last year 
the witches didn’t even all get off the bus 
at 12 Oaks Mall before they created a 
sensation.
   Egan’s said they will put up a barricade 
of hay bales to block off the area from the 
general public, which will blend in with 
the Harvest Fest décor of the city. They 
will use temporary gating from the pub’s 
entrance to the hay bales in the Fourth 
Street Square.
   Egan’s staff will be outside to make 
sure all alcohol and food stay inside the 
designated area.
   All the witches will be of legal drinking 
age and there will be no minors present. 
The event starts at 5:30 p.m., when alcohol 
and food will be served, and ends as 6:30 
p.m., when the witches board their private 
bus to start their excursion.
   The area will then be dismantled and 
returned to its original state.
   Councilwoman Kim Tindall said she 
wanted to talk to them after the meeting to 
find out how she could get invited.
   In other business at Monday’s meeting, 
the council:
   • Held the first reading of a zoning 
ordinance amendment that would add 
restaurants to the principal permitted uses 
in the B-1 district. City Manager Diane 
Kollmeyer said the planning commission 
held a public hearing on the change and 
recommended approval by the council;
   • Approved fireworks for the Winter Fest 
on Dec. 7. At about 7 p.m., after the Winter 
Fest parade, Colonial Fireworks will shoot 
off from the Denton Road bridge 192 
three-inch aerial display shells, 84 four-
inch display shells, and six multiple shot, 
barrage-type items. Belleville and Van 
Buren Township fire fighters will stand by 

‘Witch Fest’ to bring 80 women 
dressed as witches to Egan’s Pub

at the site;
   • Approved the Jingle Bell Run for Winter 
Fest, this year benefitting the Van Buren 
Public Schools Education Foundation. The 
run will begin at 9:45 a.m., Dec. 7, at the 
Horizon Park Gazebo and proceed along 
High Street, north along Main Street, and 
onto Denton Road and then back;
   • Deferred action on the Winter Fest 
Parade, “A Hawaiian Christmas,” until 
Randy Brown from the Chamber of 
Commerce could fill out a formal request 
with details on street closing requests. 
The request is expected to be on the city 
council’s Oct. 21 agenda;
   • Approved free hayrides at The Lunch 
Box from 7:30 to 9:30 p.m. after trick 
or treating in downtown Belleville on 
Halloween, Oct. 31. The hayride will board 
at The Lunch Box and the tractor will pull 
the wagon down North Liberty Street to 
First Street and then back up Main Street 
to The Lunch Box. The council agreed to 
take parking off the side of Liberty Street 
opposite the lake to make way for the 
event. The wagon and driver are from the 
Wayne County Fairgrounds. Safety issues 
were discussed;
   • Approved the second change order 
for Insituform Technologies USA for 
the Cured-in-Place Pipe Program that 
increases the total price by $4,018. Now at 
$158,718.80, the total price still is below 
the budgeted $175,000, said Keith Boc, 
DPW Director;
   • Approved accounts payable of 
$335,127.63 and the following departmental 
purchases over $500: to Hennessey 
Engineers, $1,961 for site plan review, 
from Trust/Escrow, and $35,509 for the 
S-2 Grant Administration from the Water 
Dept. budget; to Hydrodesign, $5,405 for 
inspections, from the Water Dept.; and to 
Insituform, $18,699.32 for sewer lining, 
from the Water Dept.;
   • Heard Councilman Tindall comment that 
she was glad to see the police reserves got 
paid -- in October for their Strawberry Fest 
work in June. Thirteen reserves were on the 
list with payments from $102 to $600 each. 
Tom Fielder, president of the Strawberry 
Festival, said the festival settled that up in 
July. City Manager Kollmeyer explained 
the delay was “due to a miscommunication 
between the police chief and myself”; and
   • Heard Kollmeyer announce that 18 
decorated scarecrows had been put up 
along Main Street earlier that day.
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Editorial

It’s National 
Newspaper Week
   This is National Newspaper Week 
and newspapers around the country are 
encouraged to remind readers of how 
important newspapers are.
   This also is the week that the Michigan 
Press Association releases the winners in this 
year’s annual Better Newspaper Contest.
   The Nebraska Press Association judged 
Michigan’s 3,108 entries from 114 
newspapers and came up with the winners 
in the various circulation categories.
   The Independent was fortunate enough to 
earn two more certificates to hang on our 
office walls, although we really are running 
out of space.
   We had thought the Court Watching series 
was important for our readers and the judges 
agreed. We also know many people enjoy 
the Extra Things I Know column, because 
they tell us it’s the first thing they read each 
week.
   Those are our two winners this year.
   We do wish to tell you that we take great 
pride in watching your governmental units 
for you when you can’t make the meetings. 
It’s important for you to know what the 
councils and boards are doing – especially 
when it will mean more money out of your 
pockets.
   For example: The district library will be 
seeking a millage in August or November 
2014 to build a new library. Also, Van Buren 
Township will be hitting a wall within a few 
years that may require additional taxes on 
the residents to pay off the Visteon bonds. 
We’ve all got to watch what’s going on. 
We’re happy to help.

   At 2:38 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 1, a man from 
Monroe County hit a big, black light pole in 
front of Lonnie’s car repair at Five Points.
   Belleville Police Chief Gene Taylor said 
he and Cpl. Todd Schrecengost heard the 
report of a possible drunk driver coming 
north on Sumpter Road and stepped out of 
the police department to get into their cars 
just in time to see the blue Chevy Blazer at 
the light at Five Points.
   Chief Taylor said he believes the man saw 
the police across Five Points and wanted 
to avoid them. When the light changed, he 
suddenly turned left onto West Columbia 
Ave., making a left that was entirely too 
hard. It also was an illegal turn.
   Chief Taylor said the man didn’t seem 
injured but he was sent to the hospital for a 
blood draw, after police got a warrant. And, 
they wanted his well-being to be checked 
out, as well.
   Chief Taylor said the foundation of the 
pole is cracked and whether that is from the 
collision or from age, he isn’t sure. That 
pole supports two heavy traffic signals, 
which could be a problem.
   The man who called in the possible 
drunk driving report to the police said he 
was northbound on Sumpter and the Blazer 
was behind him and it actually bumped 
into him. He said that scared him so he 
pulled over to get out of the way. Then he 
called police and followed the Blazer into 
town. He said he thought the man might be 
having a medical problem.

***
   Jim Luke of Belleville has spent 68 years 
as an usher for the University of Michigan 
football games and has begun his 69th year. 
When his son tells him he should stop, Jim 

tells him he wants to do something with his 
time and this is fun.
   Jim said people at the games comment at 
how good it is to see him there again this 
year. One man said he’s been going to U of 
M games for 40 years and Jim was there 
when he began.
   Jim is grandfather of Sumpter Township 
Police Captain Eric Luke.

***
   I called VBT Supervisor Linda Combs 
because there have been a lot of rumors 
about Karin LaMothe, who resigned as 
Linda’s executive assistant, saying she 
wasn’t really resigned, but was staying.
   Linda explained the situation. She said 
Karin did give her resignation to Linda 
with an Oct. 25 last day.
   Linda said she whined a lot and asked 
Karin to consider staying until she found 
someone to take her place.
   “I hate to lose her,” Linda said, adding, 
“If I can talk her into staying, you bet I’d 
do that.
   “She did take pity on me and say she’d 
stay until I found someone new,” Linda 
said on Friday.
   Linda said this appointment is not 
something you would post.
   Of course. She needs someone who is 
knowledgeable and someone she can trust. 
She’ll have to make her personal decision.
   I suggested Linda may have to hone 
her whining skills and she agreed, saying 

she remembers asking a former township 
employee if she could take lessons from 
him.

***
   I’ve been told that Holly Ulrich was 
settling down in her 
position as tuition 
preschool teacher at 
the Haggerty School 
building recently, 
when she pulled open a 
drawer in her desk.
   It was an old teacher’s 
desk and she found papers in the drawer 
with handwriting that she recognized at 
once. It was her dad’s handwriting.
   It turns out Holly was assigned a desk 
that her father, Jim Fitch, had used when he 
taught at Haggerty for 41 years. Jim retired 
in 2005.
   Holly lives in Milan, but she feels a part 
of the family at Haggerty.

***
   The Belleville DPW took down the 
beautiful hanging baskets from Main 
Street poles on Monday. Keith Boc, DPW 
Director, told me the flowers will be 
emptied from the flower pots along Main 
as soon as possible.
   I know summer is over, but the flowers, 
which were watered every day all summer, 
were so beautiful!

***
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Thanks for helping with 
Don Rochon Car Show
 

To the Editor:
   Sumpter Township Parks & Recreation 
Commission, along with the Rochon 
Family, would like to thank those that 
helped sponsor the 19th-annual Don 
Rochon Memorial Car Show.  Sponsors 
and donators like you make this a great 
event.
   Sponsors of the T-Shirts: Sumpter 
Collision, J&T Crova Towing, Arrow 
Awards, Keep it in the 70’s Heating & 
Cooling, Atlantic Welding & Supply, 
Martin & Son Auto Repair, Burhop’s 
Collision and Auto Glass, Tin Pan Saloon 
& Pizzeria, Fox Auto Parts and Services, 
USA Demolition Derby, and G&G Kneads 
Dough Bakery.
   Those that donated towards the door 
prizes: Apple Charlie, Liquor Wagon 
Shoppe, Alan D. Bates, Little Town Liquor 
Deli & Pizza, Belleville Greenhouses & 
Nursery, Martin & Son, Belleville NAPA 
Auto Truck Parts, MPB Restoration, 
Belleville Pro Hardware, Richard & Sharon 
Pokerwinski, Benito’s Pizza, Preis’s 
Party Store, Bone Heads Bar-B-Que, 
SMC Products LLC – Shane Campbell, 
Chapp & Bushey Oil co., Michael Sturtz 
– Atchinson Ford, Chris DeMond, Sumpter 
Ace Hardware, Feed Rite Pet Shop & 
Supply, Sumpter Collision, Fox Auto Parts 
and Services, Sumpter Pharmacy, The 
Hairs Inn, Don Swinson – Atchinson Ford, 
Krzyske Brothers Company Inc., Willow 
Party Store.
   Those that donated their services: Carleton 
Farms, Sumpter Township Fire and Police 
Departments.
   Thank you to the Sumpter Township 
Board of Trustees and the township 
departments that assist us when needed and 
for their support.
   We would also like to take this time to 
thank Fred and Joanne Dinglie for the 
donation of PA Sound Equipment which 
was very much needed.  
   Sumpter Township Parks & Recreation 
Commission appreciates the community 
support and we definitely could not do 
what we do without that support.
Sincerely,
Sumpter Township Parks & Recreation 
Commission

Memorial Service set for 
Uncle Happy the Clown
 

To the Editor:
   In Loving Memory:  Harry Wagner (aka) 
Uncle Happy the Clown/Magician went 
home to be with Jesus on January 10, 
2013.
    A Memorial Service is scheduled for 
Oct. 13, at Liberty Gospel Church 105 N. 
Liberty Street Belleville.
   Memorial Service, 1 p.m.; food and 
fellowship, 2 p.m.; regular evening worship 
service,3 p.m.  ALL WELCOME.
   During this time, we want to Praise the 
Lord for Harry’s life here on this earth and 
share some thoughts that you would like 
others to know.  
   Harry enjoyed doing magic and clowning, 
wanted to put a smile on every one’s face. 
But his passion was driving the big trucks 
over the road.
Darlene Wagner
Belleville 

BHS sets times for 
family/open swim, times 
for adults at new pool
 

   The Belleville High School Pool will have 
times in October for family/open swim and 
times for adult swims, announces John Cast, 
pool manager.
   Family/Open Swims are Saturdays Oct. 19 and 
26 from noon to 2 p.m. Fee is $5 per swimmer. 
No swim diapers and only Coat Guard approved 
life vests are permitted.
   Senior/Retiree/Adult swim times are Tuesdays 
and Thursdays, Oct. 15, 17, 22, 24, 29 and 31 
from 9 to 10 a.m. Fee is $5 per swimmer. This 
is not a structured program and it is for adults 
only, no children.
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EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
152 Main St., Ste. 11, Belleville, MI 48111

Belleville Area Independent
October 10, 2013

BUSINESS HOURS
Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. & Sat.

9am - 5pm
Thurs.  10am - 5pm

Evenings by appointment.

Where you are paws-itivily special
to us!

With This Ad - Full Grooms
10% OFF!

For First Time Clients

Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

We offer:
  • Pre-School
  • Experienced Staff
  • Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

34 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.

41505 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville 48111

is now accepting children ages 2 1/2 to
12 yrs. for enrollment.

Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Monday:  Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:30pm (Sept. through March)
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 7:00pm • Children/Teen/College & Career - 7:00pm
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

®

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

VISIT OUR PET ADOPTION EVENT OCTOBER 12  AT 
THE PET EMPORIUM, 2394 E. STADIUM, ANN ARBOR

All Insurance Companies

Lifetime Guarantee

Rental Car Assist

R.V. Repair

Auto Glass

Motorcycle & Watercraft

FAITH ASSEMBLY CHurCH
894 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville

(734) 697-6704 – Pastor Doug Valentine
Sunday School: 10 a.m. • Sunday Worship: 11 a.m. 
Wednesday Services for Teens and Adults: 7-8 p.m.

Sept. 22  at 11 a.m. -- Field Day For
Kids 3-12. To Register, Call 734-697-6704

VBT Board to discuss 
reopening Visteon’s 
bankruptcy on Monday

By Diane Madigan
Independent Special Writer

    At Tuesday’s meeting of the Van Buren 
Township Local Development Finance Authority, 
a unanimous recommendation was made for the 
VBT Board to instruct legal counsel to file a 
petition to reopen the Visteon bankruptcy and 
initiate other legal action by Nov. 30. Supervisor 
Linda Combs said this item would be discussed 
at Monday’s VBT work/study meeting. 
   Supervisor Combs also said that it’s up to the 
township board to decide if this request fits with 
the township’s strategy in negotiations with 
Visteon.
   LDFA member Doug Peters said he believes 
“Time is of the essence”. If the bankruptcy is 
opened soon, Visteon must include this in its 
annual report.
   Combs said, “The best-case scenario is we 
would get Visteon to the table and they would 
agree to pay us a sum that we would be able to 
pay down the debt with. That, with the money 
coming in from the LDFA (approximately 
$504,000 for 2013) would be the best-case 
scenario. The worse-case would be we would 
need to get a millage. It may be an option but it’s 
not something we’re considering at the present 
time.”
   VBT’s attorney at Clark Hill sent a letter to 
Visteon on Sept. 9 which included a report 
from the PFM Group on financial projections. 
The report indicated LDFA will likely run out 
of funds to make payments on Visteon bonds in 
2018. The letter also asked Visteon to schedule 
a meeting with the township within the next 30 
days. As of Oct. 8 there had been no response.
   PFM is a financial management group that was 
hired by the LDFA in June 2012 for $2,573. At 
that time, PFM developed scenarios in dealing 
with refinancing the bonds in 2014 and dealing 
with a potential loss of personal property tax 
revenue.
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(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager •  Shelly A. Brown, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.davidCbrownfh.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

1982 201331st Anniversary

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

We’ll go the extra mile.

Ypsilanti 
(734) 482-6000

Christopher Janowiak, 
Manager - 4TH Degree K of C

Sumpter Twp.
(734) 699-6000

Scott Beard, 
Managerwww.janowiakfuneralhome.com

There’s a reason you should, too.
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LEONARD JOSEPH OSTROWSKI
(August 5, 1932 - September 29, 2013) 
Leonard Joseph Ostrowski, age 81, lifelong 
Belleville resident, passed away on Sunday, 
September 29, 2013 at his home. He was 
born in Belleville on August 5, 1932, son of 
Rosemary (Wojciechoski) and the late Joseph 
Peter Ostrowski.
He was of the Catholic faith, enjoyed sports, 
especially Tiger baseball, and was a member of 
the Ypsilanti Moose lodge. He loved tending to 
his yard and farming.
Leonard is survived by 3 sons, Joe (Linda) 

RUTH ANNA POLLARD,
SONG BIRD STILLED
(March 30, 1942 - September 27, 2013)
(December 14, 1930 - October 4, 2013) 
Ruth Anna Pollard, age 82, passed away on 
Friday, October 4, 2013 at her home in Van 
Buren Township, Michigan. Ruth was born on 
December 14, 1930 in Evansville, Indiana to 
Robert and Beulah Jones Buttrum, the youngest 
of 14 children. She graduated from Mt. Vernon 
High School, then attended Lockyears Business 
School.
On September 26, 1953 she married James 
Pollard an Infantry Instructor at Camp 
Breckinridge, Kentucky. When the Korean war 
ended, she and husband Jim moved to Detroit 
for 2 years, then Mt. Clemens for 8 years; this 
was followed by 35 years in Belleville, MI. 
They moved to Norway, MI in 1992. Ruth 
and her husband James celebrated their 60th 
wedding anniversary on September 26, 2013. 
Music was Ruth’s passion in life, Ruth had a 
very good and strong soprano voice that needed 
very little amplification. She was active in the 
music ministry of the Methodist church in each 
of the communities. Her love for music was 
further developed in Belleville with training by 
Mary Ellen Henkel of Ann Arbor. In Norway 
her talent was demonstrated as soloist, choir 
director and praise song leader at Grace United 
Methodist Church. The Pine Mountain Music 
Festival was a great source of pleasure; she sang 
in their annual opera chorus for 14 years, then 
became area director for 3 years. The Dickinson 
Community Chorus was also a part of her music 
contribution for 10 years. One of her favorite 
times was singing for the Liturgical Dance 
Group of the First United Methodist Church of 
Belleville for many years. Ruth sang Musical 
Therapy in many nursing homes for years. 
She served her community as the Director of 
Western Wayne County United Fund. She later 
enjoyed directing The Golden-K Chorus in the 
Iron Mountain, MI area.
Ruth is the last of her family of 14 children 
to pass away. She is preceded in death by her 
parents; a daughter, Collette in 1991; and leaves 
3 sons, James E. Jr. (Dawn Elizabeth) Pollard 
of Belleville, MI, Howard (Dawn Lyn) Pollard 

of Dearborn, MI and Paul (Pam) Pollard of 
Belleville, MI, 8 grandchildren and 6 great-
grandchildren. Also, many nieces and nephews, 
mostly in the Evansville, IN area.
Cremation rites will be accorded. A memorial 
service will be Saturday, October 12, 2013 
starting at 9 A.M. with an 11:00 A.M. service 
at First United Methodist Church 417 Charles 
Street, Belleville, MI 48111. Pastor Jim Walker 
will officiate. Luncheon will follow the service 
with interment of cremains at 3 P.M. at Hillside 
Cemetery.

Arrangements by David C. Brown Funeral 
Home, 500 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, 

MI. Donations may be made to Belleville First 
United Methodist Church and would be greatly 
appreciated by the family. Please sign her on-
line guest book and share a memory for her 
family to cherish at www.davidcbrownfh.com . 

Ruth Anna Pollard

Ostrowski, Michael (Beth) Ostrowski and 
Terry (Diane) Ostrowski all of Belleville; 10 
grandchildren, Jessica Johnson, Josh Knox, 
Rachel Knox, Sarah Copey, Bradley Allen 
Ostrowski all of Belleville, Michael Ostrowski 
of Canton, Alyssa Ostrowski of Romulus, 
Samantha Bosman of Louisville, KY, Jennifer 
and Kristina Ostrowski both of Romulus; 6 
great-grandchildren, Ryan Lee Ostrowski, 
Joseph Johnson, Justin Johnson, Johnathan 
Johnson, Faith Neighbor & Joslyn Schmidt; 
his 100-year-old mother Rosemary Ostrowski; 
also 2 brothers Richard Ostrowski of Princeton, 
KY, and Ronald Ostrowski of Belleville; and 1 
sister, Janet Krammer of Newport News, VA. He 
is also survived by numerous nieces, nephews, 
friends & neighbors. 
Preceded in death by his wife, Betty June 
Ostrowski.
Cremation rites will be accorded.
Arrangements by David C. Brown Temporary 
Viewing & Funeral Chapel. Please sign his 
online guest book and share a memory for his 
family to treasure at www.davidcbrownfh.com.

Leonard Joseph Ostrowski

DOUGLAS RAYMOND MANLEY
(March 15, 1942-- October 6, 2013)
Mr. Douglas Raymond Manley passed 
away peacefully Sunday, October 6, 2013 at 
University of Michigan Hospital, Ann Arbor.  
He was born March 15, 1942 in Detroit, MI, a 
son of the late Anthony and Elizabeth (Bielicki) 
Mankowski.
On July 30, 1983 he was married to Janet M. 
Wascher in Belleville. Mr. Manley has been a 

Douglas Raymond Manley

resident of the Belleville area since 1978. Mr. 
Manley attended St. Anthony Catholic Church 
and St. Joseph Catholic Church in Whittaker.  
He was a fan of harness racing and enjoyed 
mowing his lawn with his John Deere tractor.  
Mr. Manley authored the book “Duh”.  Prior to 
his retirement in 2007 he had been employed 
by Stark Hickey Ford as a Controller for many 
years as well as other auto dealers.
Mr. Manley is survived by his loving wife of 
30 years, Janet M. Manley; 3 children, Laura 
(Edward) Kasprzynski, Kevin Manley and 
Caroline Manley.  Grandfather of Mikell, 
Nicholas and Nicole.
Mr. Manley was preceded in death by his brother 
Kenneth Manley.
The family will receive friends on Friday, 
October 11, 2013 from 3–8 P.M. at the Higgerson 
& Neal Funeral Home, 209 Main St., Belleville 
(734-697-9400).  Final visiting will begin on 
Saturday, October 12, 2013 from 10 A.M. until 
the time of the funeral liturgy at 11 A.M. at St. 
Anthony Catholic Church, 409 W. Columbia, 
Belleville. Burial of cremated remains will take 
place at a later date.

In Memory
HARRY WAGNER
(August 20, 1933 - January 10, 2013) 
A Memorial Service will be held at 1 p.m. 
Sunday, October 13, for Harry Wagner, age 
79, (aka) Uncle Happy the Clown/Magician 
at Liberty Gospel Church, 105 N. Liberty St., 
Belleville. Food and fellowship follows.
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Dog Boarding
Regency Kennels

(734) 699-7338
or visit us @

850 Savage Rd., Belleville

• No Admission Fee
• MI Choice Medicare Waver Accepted
• State Licensed

1900 Prospect Road   Phone:  734-483-6662
Ypsilanti, MI 48198   www.fairfaxassistedliving.com

Created exclusively for
Alzheimer’s care.

Serving Belleville,
Canton & WeStern

Wayne County

With Coupon. Action Mechanical Coupon Expires 10-30-13.BAI

off any
repairs10%

-Humidifiers-Water Heaters
-Commercial Refrigeration
-Complete HVAC Service
-Residential & Commercial
-Expert Boiler Service

Call (734) 697-4650

HEATING & COOLING
CTION MECHANICAL

Residential	 	 	 	 Commercial

Al’s Wildlife
Removal Service

Belleville, MI 48111	 (734) 697-1564

We’re A/c & TrAnsmission speciAlisTs!

Obituaries

MARGARET MARY KOTARSKI
(September 5, 1949 – October 5, 2013) 
Margaret Mary Kotarski, 64, passed away 
October 5, 2013. She was born September 5, 
1949 at Beyer Hospital in Ypsilanti, the daughter 
of Vincent and Georgetta McRitchie.
   Margaret was a beautician. She owned a 
beauty shop called Marge’s Clip and Curl in 
Detroit. She attended St. Peter Catholic Church, 
Mt. Clemens. Margaret lived with her parents 
and siblings in Sumpter Township for several 
years.
   She is survived by her husband of 42 years, 
Kenneth Kotarski of Mt. Clemens; a daughter 
Debbie (Dennis) Cutting; grandchildren Justin, 
Joshua, and Angel Cutting; sisters Carolyn 
(Clifford) Hardy of Belleville and Muriel 
(Edward) Borkowski of Redford; sister-in-law 
Bonnie McRitchie of Belleville; brother-in-
law and wife, Mr. and Mrs. Leonard Kotarski 
of South Lyon and children Debbie and Randy; 
nieces and nephews, and her loving dogs Megan 
and Gracie.
   She was preceded in death by her parents; her 
brother Charles McRitchie; and inlaws Mr. and 
Mrs. Kotarski.
   Cremation rites have been accorded.

Margaret Mary Kotarski

EDWARD F. SMITH
(August 7, 1940 - October 1, 2013) 
Edward Francis Smith, age 73, a resident of Van 
Buren Township, MI, passed away on Monday, 
October 1, 2013. He was born on August 7, 
1940 in Detroit, MI.
He is survived by two sons, Edward (Cara) 
Smith of Belleville, MI and Anthony (Jennifer) 
Smith of St. Petersburg, FL; three grandchildren, 
Gavon, Logan, and Aida; two brothers, James 
(Mary) Smith and Tony (Lori) Smith, and a sister 
Millie (Kenny) Metscher, all of Wisconsin.
Edward was preceded in death by his wife and 
parents.
He enjoyed picking up different projects to keep 
him busy.
Cremation rites were accorded. Arrangements 
by David C. Brown Funeral Home, 500 E. 
Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI. Please 
sign Edward’s on-line guestbook and share a 
memory for his family to treasure. 

Edward Francis Smith
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VBT Household 
Hazardous Waste 
Collection set at EQ

By Arthur Mullen, Director
VBT Planning & Economic Development

   Fall is the perfect time for cleaning up 
one’s house, garage, workshop, medicine 
cabinet, or under the kitchen sink.
   Van Buren Township is supporting 
residents by co-sponsoring its annual 
Household Hazardous Waste Collection 
Day from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Saturday Oct. 
19.
   Household hazardous wastes are a 
serious concern. They can cause poisoning 
of small children and contaminating of 
resident’s homes with spills. Incorrectly 
disposed of hazardous chemicals can lead 
to environmental contamination.  
   Residents should look in their kitchen and 
bathrooms, garages, workshops, garden 
sheds, and basements for any items they 
no longer use or have expired.  Read the 
labels.  Bring them in to the collection day 
to ensure their safe disposal.  
   How to identify a household hazardous 
waste? If the label states it is toxic, 
poisonous, ignitable, flammable, corrosive, 
or reactive (explosive if exposed to heat, 
flame, air, shock, or water), it requires 
special storage and disposal. Other terms 
to look for include:  Warning, Caution, 
Danger, or Poison.  

   VBT is working in partnership with 
The Environmental Quality Co. to assist 
residents in safely disposing of their 
household hazardous wastes.  
   Residents are asked to bring the items in 
tightly sealed containers to prevent spillage 
while in transport. All containers brought 
to the collection site must be left there. 
No products in milk jugs will be accepted 
because containers puncture too easily.  
   Unacceptable items include:  explosives 
and ammunition, industrial waste, tires, 
and asbestos.  
  This one day drop-off is free to Van Buren 
Township residents.  
   The drop-off site is located in the EQ East 
Parking Lot, 49350 N. I-94 Service Drive, 
between Beck and Rawsonville roads.
   For more information about what items 
are acceptable, residents may contact VBT 
Community Services at (734) 699-8926 
during township business hours – 7:30 a.m. 
to 4 p.m.

Marine Corps Birthday 
Ball set Nov. 8
 

   This year’s U.S. Marine Corps Birthday Ball 
will celebrate 238 years of USMC tradition and 
36 years of Marine Corps League #414. The 
formal ball will be held Friday, Nov. 8, at the 
Kensington Court Hotel, 610 Hilton Blvd., Ann 
Arbor, from 5:30 to 11:30 p.m., with tickets 
$40 per person. The ball includes live music 
by the Dale Hicks Band, USMC Regalia, a 
guest speaker, food and open bar, University 
of Michigan and Eastern Michigan University 
Color Guards, and Canton Young Marines.
   There are special $25 prices for Iraq and 
Afghanistan-era veterans, age 45 and younger, 
and their spouses, as well as family ticket 
prices and “gifted tickets” for active or recently 
discharged Marines. Those wishing to buy 
tickets for Marines, both young and old, unable 
to afford tickets to attend the ball, are welcomed.   
For more information, call or email Dave 
Grob, (734) 649-4066, dgrob@charter.net . Or, 
purchase tickets on line at www.mcl414.org .
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Contact Belinda at
734-699-7700

www.franklinhomesales.com/bm

A Premier Manufactured Home Community

Fall in love with your new home
Floor plans available.
New Homes available!
Only 6 vacant lots left!

No Security Deposit and No First Month’s Site Rent!

Pumpkin
Patch Bash 
Classic Car 

Show
Saturday, Oct. 19

5-8pm

@ Lunch Box
Parking Lot

562 Main Street

Trophies & Cash Prizes for:
Best in Show, Best Costume 

& Best Carved Pumpkin

Live DJ
Free Cider & Donuts

Enjoy Our Delicious Menu

Live Auction on oct. 19tH

Sign-in will start @ 12:30 p.m.
Auction begins @ 1 p.m.

No late arrivals will be allowed
----------

Auction is cash-only sales.
All sales are final.

Units purchased will be paid
in full at time of purchase.
This is a cash-only sale.

Size  NAme
  5x10 (3 Units) Lakendra Bailey
  10x10 Trisha Poiteint
  5x10, 10x10 Alisha Stolarz
  10x10  Bartholomew Harvey
  5x10  Lerrlyn Nelson
  10x10  Julii Wolfdurham

734-461-2447
11294 Rawsonville Road

Belleville, Mi 48111

210 Main Street
Downtown Belleville

734-697-7400
www.mainstreetflowersbelleville.com

Sweetest Day
is Saturday,
October 19th!

Happy
Sweetest

Day!

More Letters
Cobblestone Ridge needs 
help with hazards
 

To the Editor:
   This is the letter I sent Sept. 9 to Van 
Buren Township DPW Director James 
Taylor and Department of Planning 
and Economic Director Arthur Mullen. 
Although I received an email on Sept. 10 
saying Taylor would check on it and get 
back to me, I have heard nothing.

-----------
Mr. Taylor:
   I am writing about a serious hazard in our 
development, Cobblestone Ridge Estates 

and the Manors of Cobblestone Ridge.
   The first picture is one of several 
dewatering sumps that still stand open in 
our development. They are over 12” wide 
about 4 feet deep and have standing water 
in them. I have found birds and other 
creatures that have become trapped and 
die. I understand from your crew that were 
out this morning, Chuck and Mario, that 
this has been brought to the attention of the 
township numerous times without action.
   The size of these openings are also a 
danger to small children who may wander 
from their parents and disappear with the 
potential of drowning. These sumps were 
constructed as a temporary solution to 
dewater while the adjacent manholes were 
constructed and were never intended to be 
permanent.
   I have heard this may be the developer’s 
responsibility. You may not know this but 
according to our bylaws the developers’ 

Dewatering sump

rights have expired as of August 2011, 
although they still continue to build on 
this site. I would be happy to show you 
the documentation. I am requesting a 
walk through by the township to identify 
deficiencies and non-compliance with 
engineering specs as originally submitted 
and approved by the township and the 
developer to protect the current tax-paying 
homeowners.
   As you can see we have other problems 
with the sanitary. As Chuck and Mario 
witnessed this morning, there is unmetered 
water running through the sanitary from a 
broken pipe in front of new construction 
at 14074 Red Oak. I have also included 
the last photo taken 11/08/2011 on Red 
Oak in front of 14103 Red Oak where the 
excavation contractor dewatered.  
   The other two pictures are photos that 
identify the standing water persistent in the 
vacant basements, Building 9 on Christina 
Lane in Cobblestone Ridge Manor. Last 
year I was informed by Wayne County, 
Trowbridge and Sheldon Acquisitions 
began construction on several homes 
without a soil erosion permit and was in 
violation as late as February 2012.  
   Our concern as a community continues to 
be a lack of quality in the development and 
enforcement of existing requirements as 
outlined in the original PDR. Please let me 
know if there are plans to cut and fill these 
sumps and eliminate the safety hazard in 
photo one that has persisted for so long.
Julianne Chard, NCARB, LEED AP
President, Cobblestone Ridge 
Homeowners Association

Belleville Area Little 
League Election

There will be a General Election 
for the Belleville Area Little League 
(B.A.L.L.) on Sunday, October 13, 
2013 at 3 p.m. The election is open to 
the public and will be held in the Van 
Buren Township gymnasium at 46425 
Tyler Road, Van Buren Township.             

Federal grant of
$12 million announced 
for Willow Run Airport
   A $12 million federal grant to help 
renovate a runway at Willow Run Airport 
was announced September 19 by U.S. 
Sens. Carl Levin and Debbie Stabenow 
and Congressmen John Dingell and John 
Conyers of Michigan.
   The U.S. Department of Transportation 
funding goes to the Wayne County Airport 
Authority, which runs the airport and 
Detroit Metropolitan Airport. It follows an 
award of $9 million from the department 
announced in July as part of an overall 
$27.3 million request.
   The hope is that the renovated runway 
will help Willow Run’s business and cargo 
services. Willow Run, partially in Van 
Buren Township, is part of the aerotropolis 
project that runs from Willow Run to Metro 
Airport.
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The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper 

On The Web!

Join us for an all-day celebration on
Thursday, October 17th starting at 9AM.

First 75 First 25First 25

Grand Slam

Coffee tastes better in a limited-edition
Denny’s diner mug.

Buy one Oct. 17 and receive FREE coffee for a month.

Court Watching
Holmes sentenced to 
probation for assaults
on police officer, friends

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Christina Zanetta Holmes, 24, was 
sentenced to two years of probation on 
Sept. 18, after pleading guilty to assaulting 
friends at a party May 9, and also assaulting 
a Sumpter Township police officer.
  Circuit Court Judge David A. Groner ruled 
Holmes had to pay total fees of $1,198 by 
Sept. 25, in addition to the $10 she paid in 
July.
   Holmes failed to show up at 34th District 
Court on May 22 for a pre-trial exam on the 

three charges of assault 
in Sumpter Township.
   One of the charges 
was for punching Police 
Sgt. Chris McGlynn in 
the face.
   District Court Judge 
Brian Oakley issued a 
bench warrant for her 

arrest after she didn’t appear as ordered. 
It was pointed out she also had a pending 
case in Washtenaw County.
   Holmes had been charged with assaulting/
resisting/obstructing a police officer plus 
two charges of assault/or assault and 
battery. When the warrants were issued 
May 10, she was also labeled an habitual 
offender.
   Sumpter Det. John Toth said Holmes was 
picked up on that warrant and committed 
for mental evaluation. Then, she pled guilty 
to all three charges on June 26 before Judge 
Groner.
   Det. Toth said at 12:49 a.m. on May 10 
police were called to a social gathering 
in the 9000 block of Rawsonville Road 
when a female, later identified as Holmes, 
became unruly.
   People at the party needed police help 
to have Holmes removed, Det. Toth said, 
noting a male subject was on top of her to 
restrain her when police arrived and he was 
ordered to let her go.
   She was allowed up and Sgt. McGlynn 
and Officer Chaim Kozak approached her, 
Det. Toth said. She reportedly threatened 
to kill them and others and the officers 
blocked her path and tried to calm her.
   Det. Toth said Holmes punched Sgt. 
McGlynn in the upper cheek and eye. She 
was arrested and taken to jail.
   Det. Toth said alcohol was a factor in the 
incident and alcohol and drug testing is a 
part of her probation sentence.

Holmes
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Where you’ll find the most unique collection of Fall
& Sweetest Day gifts for your family and friends.

Cards
Home Decor
Heritage Lace
Baby
Inspirational Throws
Swan Creek Candles
Country Home Creations Dip Mixes

Remembrance Collection
Music Boxes
Porcelain Dolls
Baptism/Christening Gifts
Military/Armed Forces Decor

Gift
CertifiCateS

HOURS:
Tues., Thurs. & Fri.

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday

Noon - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

and Monday

Marti’s Gift Gallery
668 E. Huron River Drive

Belleville, MI 48111     734-699-GIFT

*Limit 1 per visit.

25% OFF 1 ITEM IN THE STORE w/AD*

UNDER NEW MANAGEMENT
SUPER FALL 

SAVINGS!
$9 for 9 Holes

$15 for 18
Monday thru Thursday

Before 3 p.m.
Saturday & Sunday

After 3 p.m.
With Coupon. Coupon Expires 10/31/13

Harbour Club Golf Course
48356 Denton Rd., Belleville

Tee Times – (734)699-8844
BAI

For The Control of Ants, Bees, Fleas, 
Bed Bugs, Rats, Mice, Roaches,

Spiders, & Other Pests.
LICENSED / INSURED

Senior Discounts
Serving WAYNE COUNTY

& Surrounding Areas.
Commercial & Residential Service

“Ask About Our
Money Back Guarantee”

734-699-6889  866-55-HONEY
(554-6639)

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $9.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $6.50 - $7.00

10% OFF

HourS
Mon.-THurS. 11aM-10pM

FrI. 11aM - 11pM
SaT. 12pM-11pM
Sun. 12pM-10pM

(734) 699-1550

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

Dine-in Or Carry Out
Chinese & american Food

BUDwEISEr BOTTLES - $2, wINE AvAILABLE!

CHIna KIng Coupon
Coupon ExpIrES 10-31-13

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT
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Office: 734-753-4905
Ken: 734-250-1968
Mark: 734-502-3383

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SURROUNDING COMMUNITIES

2ND GENERATION ROOFERS

Library Board
(continued from page 1)

Sumpter Parks & Recreation

TURKEY SHOOT
Police Firing Range at Old Landfill on W. Willow Rd.

(Between Sumpter & Elwell Road)
    Sundays in October @ 12 Noon
    Registration Starts @ 11:30 a.m.

 October 13th, 20th , 27th

Rules: 12, 16, 20 Gauge Shotguns - 30” Barrel Max., NO Scopes 
No extended chokes - 410 Shotgun (Kids 12 & under only)

Prizes: Turkey, Ham, Bacon & $$ rounds
Ammo provided

Questions, Call Don Swinson @ 734-674-4980

city that it had negotiated.
   At Tuesday’s meeting, Pastor Robert 
White stood to make a statement, noting he 
did not want to sound as a salesman. He is 
serious, he said.
   He said the $2.5 million he asked for 
when the library sent him a letter is not 
what the property is worth. He said he 
was not asked what it was worth but what 
price the church wanted to move.
   He said the church diligently sought three 
developers to get prices on a church half 
the size of what they now have, plus one 
less house than they have now, and $2.5 
million is what they came up with.
   “I did not appreciate hearing from a 
source that the library board laughed at our 
proposal,” Pastor White said.
   He said he talked to the library’s attorney 
John Day over the years and they had 
considered various prices for the property. 
Then the option letter came and the church 
set a price.
   Pastor White said if the property doesn’t 
sell, the congregation will stay where it is.
   He suggested the city close High Street 
and join the church property to Horizon 
Park for a library site on the lake. He said 
libraries have brought new businesses to 
several communities he named.
   Near the meeting’s end, Board Member 
Michael Boelter called Pastor White back 
into the meeting to apologize for any 
remarks over the past few months that hurt 
him or his church.
   Pastor White accepted the apology. He 
said if he sold the library his property for 
$890,000, which was the assessed value, he 
couldn’t go anywhere. He said he quoted 
what he had to have to move.
   “I don’t want to be laughed at. This is 
the lowest I can go,” Pastor White said, 
adding he wants the city and the library to 
flourish.
   Six days earlier, the library board held 
a public forum at Belleville High School 
before a packed crowd in the mini-
auditorium. At that forum when he was 
asked how much it would cost to build a 
library, architect Whisler guessed “10 to 20 
million dollars.”
   At that meeting on Oct. 2, Cichewicz, 
chairman of the building committee, gave 
an hour-long power-point presentation 
on the sites the board had studied. She 
offered extensive information on four 
possible places for the main library: three 
in downtown Belleville and the DNR site 
just over the bridge in VBT.
   Then, the audience asked questions and 
got answers for another hour and a half, 
being shut down at 9:40 p.m. by Board 
Chairman Mary Jane Dawson who said 
their time was up in the building.
   Although the four sites were announced 
verbally at the end of the board’s Sept. 
10 meeting, the documents concerning 
acquisition and development costs weren’t 
made available to study until Sept. 27. That 
meant the public had just the three days the 
library was open to go to the library and 

review the newly set-out paperwork before 
the public forum.
   Then, it was just six days for the 
information to be digested by the public, 
without time for any of the local weekly 
publications to report. And there was little 
time for the public to offer input to the 
board before board members voted on the 
site.
   At the public forum and again at Tuesday’s 
meeting, Belleville attorney Barbara Miller 
asked the board to put off the vote on the 
site selection for a month, to its November 
meeting, so the information could be 
disseminated and discussed by the public.
   But the board said its architect said the 
decision needed to be made immediately.
   Dawson said the information would be 
on the library’s web site the next morning 
and the video recording of the meeting 
would be on township cable stations the 
next day. Videographer Sam Cumberland 
was asked to get his coverage edited and on 
cable as soon as possible, but as of Tuesday 
the recording was still in Cumberland’s 
possession.
   At the end of the forum, a four-color, 
three-page summary of the sites with maps 
and prices was distributed to those leaving 
the meeting.
   On Thursday, Miller put written notes 
on the summary and copied them off to 
distribute them to the public in a personal 
effort to inform the public of the important 
Tuesday meeting.
   In her Oct. 2 presentation, Cichewicz said 
if the library was put on the DNR property 
over the bridge, it would be “just 3/10 of a 
mile from Belleville, a seven-minute walk 
or a 35-second drive.”
   The costs distributed on Oct. 2 were 
too low by $104,500 for the DNR site, 
boosting the total cost to $2,347,260. 
Library attorney John Day said the DNR 
asked for the actual price it originally 
paid for the property, which he found out 
earlier that day was $395,000, plus a 10% 
transaction fee.
   The information on the library website 
was updated with the new figures.
   The four sites discussed Oct. 2 were:
   • Site A: Charles Street, including the 
library, the city parking lot, the accounting 
office at 360 Charles, Main Street 
Computers (the old post office), and Robert 
Hampton’s home at the corner of Charles 

and Third. Captain Nemo’s was to be a part 
of this site, but the owner does not wish to 
sell it.
Acquisition: $1,446,250
Development: $1,236,689
Total: $2,682,939
   • Site B: Main Street, including the 
library, city parking lot, historic Dr. Robb 
buildings holding Keith Bruder’s office, Dr. 
Boelter’s dental office, and Ibrahim Jawad’s 
buildings at 397 Main that now house the 
cleaners and hydroponics businesses.
Acquisition: $1,423,000
Development: $774,147
Total: $2,197,147
   • Site C: Baptist Church, including the 
library and city parking lot. The church and 
all its properties there have been priced at 
$2.5 million, so the church has enough to 
buy property to build a new building and 
move. It is on the lake, across High Street 
from Horizon Park.
Acquisition: $3,000,000
Development: $781,211
Total: $3,781,211
   • Site D: The vacant DNR property 
and the house next door and 1.86 acres 
at 11933 Belleville Road, owned by Jerry 
Lee and Charlotte Spencer, which would 
be leveled.

Acquisition: $1,029,500
Development: $1,317,760 *
Total: $2,347,260
   *The library board said it believes 
$235,000 of fishing access may be all or 
partially provided for with grant funding. 
The DNR gave the library a list of possible 
grants, but some of the grants are for 
Saginaw and other areas.
   In a letter from the DNR on Sept. 9, it 
was announced the land exchange review 
committee has approved the request for 
state-owned land located in VBT and Wayne 
County, with the following conditions:
   1. Library will develop fishing access and 
associated trail improvements as part of the 
overall improvement;
   2. Library will maintain fishing access 
improvements in concert with the library 
facilities;
   3. The fishing access must result in one 
third of the water frontage being “fishable” 
by the general public;
   4. DNR will assist with plans, plan review, 
and approval;
   5. Library encouraged to seek grants from 
a long list presented;
   6. Library gives easement to the DNR 
covering the shoreline fishing.



Page 12� Belleville Area Independent/October 10, 2013October 10, 2013/Belleville Area Independent� Page 13

“A Halloween Fun Farm”

now open through october 31!

Fresh Sweet Cider and Homemade Donuts
Home Made Pumpkin Pies • Candy & Carmel Apples

Costumes, Masks, Make-Up
Fall Decorating items -

Corn Stalks, Gourds, Indian Corn, Straw, Winter Squash
Hours:

sun.-Thurs.  9:30AM - 8:00PM • Fri. & sat. 9:30AM - 10PM

48651 Harris road, Belleville, Mi 48111
(734) 461-1835

Visit Our Haunted 
House and Corn Maze!
Hayrides Through The Haunted Cornfield
Country Hayrides

weekends 12 noon - 6 p.m.
pony rides on weekends

$2

Free Parking
& no entry Fee!

1,000’s of pumpkins
to choose From!

• Storm Clean Up
• Free Estimates
• Tree Topping & Trimming
• Tree & Shrub Removal
•  Stump Removal • Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts
Call For a PromPt Free estimate

(734) 340-6155
or (734) 485-WOOD

(9663)

50% FALL discount
iF you keep wood/
brush! coMpLete

reMoVAL AVAiLAbLe!

KoDiaK
tree serviCe

with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

The Belleville Harvest Fest is this 
Saturday, Oct. 12, from 11 a.m. to 4 
p.m., located alongside the museum and 
library. There will be games, crafts, a 
petting zoo, pony rides, live music, food, 
sidewalk chalking with me, and other 
family activities. A parade celebrating 
100 years of boys and girl scouts will take 
place down Main Street; beginning at 11 
a.m. at the high school. St. Anthony scouts 
are offering a pancake breakfast from 8 
to 10 a.m. and spaghetti dinners from 5 
to 8 p.m. The scarecrows from the city’s 
contest are already on display along Main. 
My favorite: A minion character from the 
children’s animated Despicable Me. Cool.          

***
The Independent welcomes the 

advertisement of  Denny’s Restaurant 
on the S. I-94 Service Drive in front of 
Kmart. The newly remodeled restaurant 
is celebrating with an all-day Grand Slam 
Opening on Thursday, Oct. 17, starting at 
9 a.m. as the first 75 guests will receive a 
free Original Grand Slam breakfast. The 
first 25 guests at noon will receive a free 
Classic Burger & Fries, and at 6 p.m., the 
first 25 guests will receive a free entre 
with the purchase of an entre of equal or 
lesser value. There will be lots of other 
prizes given away throughout the day, 
too. Purchase one of their limited-edition 
Denny’s diner coffee mugs and receive free 
coffee for a month. Call (734) 482-3880.

***
Doug Dalton Auctioneer of Belleville 

presents an estate antique auction 
tomorrow evening, Oct. 11 beginning at 

5 p.m. at the Romulus Progressive Hall. 
Previews begin at 4 p.m. See his ad in 
today’s paper for details and visit   www.
dougdaltonauctioneer.com for a lot more 
photos. Call (734) 1800 801-6452.

***
 Thoughts and prayers to Janet Manley 

(A Design Line Embroidery) whose 
husband Douglas passed away over the 
weekend. Our condolences to the family.

***
Atchinson Ford’s Drive for Your 

School event is also this Saturday, Oct. 12, 
from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Belleville High 
School. Simply take a test drive of a new 
Ford vehicle and Ford Motor Company 
will donate $20 to the school, up to $6,000. 
Call (734) 697-9161.

***
The Independent also welcomes Glenn 

Silvenis & Remax Crossroads III on 
Main Street in Belleville to our advertising 
pages. Glenn is an authorized short-sale 
agent and provides free foreclosure listings 
and investment property opportunities. 
See his ad in today’s paper and visit www.
MrSold.com. Call (734 699 4000. 

***
The Lunch Box’s Pumpkin Patch Bash 

Classic Car Show, which plans to be an 
annual event, will take place on Saturday, 
Oct. 19, from 5 until 8 p.m. in the Lunch 
Box parking lot.  There will trophies for 
Best in Show, Best Costume, Best Carved 
Pumpkin, cash prizes, free cider and donuts 
and DJ entertainment by Steve Jones. Call 
(734) 381-8281. 

   • Thursday, Oct. 10 – Casserole 
Luncheon today at noon at St. John’s 
Lutheran Church, 28320 Waltz Rd., Waltz. 
$8 donation supports missions. Sponsored 
by Ladies’ Aid. 734-654-6366
   • Thursday, Oct. 10 – Annabel Griffiths 
will speak at 7 p.m. at the library on “On 
Being a Housewife in China.” This is part 
of the Homegrown Knowledge Series and 
is free of charge.
   • Friday, Oct. 11 – Free family movie 
at the Friends Church Youth Center, 
7890 Tuttle Hill Road, at Bemis Road, in 
Ypsilanti at 7 p.m. Information: (734) 482-
5074.
   • Saturday, Oct. 12 – Mom-2-Mom Sale 
of gently used clothes, toys, costumes, etc. 
at Willow United Methodist Church, 36925 
Willow Rd., New Boston. 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.
   • Sunday, Oct. 13 – Free Country and 
Bluegrass music from 2 to 5 p.m. at the 
Van Buren Senior Center. Information: 
Hugh, 485-7241, or Lynette, 699-8918.
   • Tuesday, Oct. 15 – Senior/ Retiree/Adult 
swim time at the BHS Pool, 9-10 a.m., 
fee is $5 per swimmer. Not a structured 
program. For adults only, no children.
   • Thursday, Oct. 17 – Senior/ Retiree/
Adult swim time at the BHS Pool, 9-
10 a.m., fee is $5 per swimmer. Not a 
structured program. For adults only, no 
children.
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Upcoming Meetings

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
SERVICES

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

LAND FOR SALE FOR RENT

NO RENT UNTIL
NOVEMBER 1ST!
MOVE IN FOR
ONLY $398!!!*

Lincoln Schools
Call Sun Homes

Today
888-235-4695

Or apply online
www.4lakeview.com
*some restrictions apply. WAC, EHO 
Expires 10/31/2013. NMLS #33675

Ask
Angela

By Angela Nettro

Call FIRST CLASS LANDSCAPING
(734) 699-4711

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
YEAR RouND SERvICES
Weekly Mowing, Aerations, 
De-Thatching, Seed & Sod, 

Tree, Bush & Stump Removal 
And Much More!

www.FIRSTCLASSLANDSCAPING.net

Take Advantage of Early Bird Rates!

RAWSONVILLE WOODS
Bankruptcy, Foreclosures

and bad credit ok.
Handyman Homes starting at $1.

Rental homes available
Ask about our specials
734-461-6700

MOBILE HOME FOR SALE

Gerry’s Small Engine
and Equipment Repair
Tractors, Lawn, Garden, Snow Blowers

& Small Construction Equipment

Gerry Gentz
Willis, MI 734-461-0158

NOW THRU OCT. 31...
20% OFF LABOR!
Pick-Up/Delivery
Service Available

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

BACK TO
SCHOOL SALE!
2 Bed, 1 Bath
For as little as

$9, 995!*

Call Sun Communities
Lakeview Today

888-219-5958
Or apply online

www.freemobilehomes.net
WAC, EHO. Expires 10/31/2013

*some restrictions apply. NMLS #33675

1.25 ACRES.  Light industrial in back.  
City water, Sewer & Gas. Perked.  
$35,000  (734) 699-2221              11/14

------------

------------
CLEAN 2 STORY, 2 BR. 1 bath Con-
do w/private entry.  Large Deck, & 
Appliances.  No Pets.  $775/mo. 
(734) 740-1716    Dave                 10/24

------------
QUIET ADULT LIVING Upstairs Apt.  
Partially furnished.  All utilities paid.  
$500/mo. plus security.  (406) 546-8730

------------
BEAUTIFUL HOUSE.  2 BR., 1.5 
Baths, A/C, W/D.  Water & Trash in-
cluded.  (734) 796-3033                  TFN

------------

------------
LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs
 too LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL. 
Residential Power Washing
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224                                      TFN

------------
C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions
Discount Prices         -         Guaranteed!
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

------------
D & K REMODELING.  All types of
remodeling.  Tile work, Drywall,
Plumbing, Electrical, Roofing, Siding, 
Carpeting & Painting.  (734) 770-5223  10/10

------------
RANDY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE  
Specialize in Power Washing, Thaw 
pipes out for winter time, Painting and 
Other Home Repairs.  (734) 306-890910/31

------------`

   • Thursday, Oct. 10 – Keystone Academy 
school board meeting, 6 p.m. Also, Belleville 
Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m.
   • Monday, Oct. 14 -- Van Buren Township 
work-study meeting, 4 p.m. Also, Van 
Buren Public Schools Board of Education, 
7 p.m., BHS Commons
   • Tuesday, Oct. 15 -- Van Buren Township 
board meeting, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Oct. 16 – Van Buren 
Township is holding a day-long budget 
session at the township hall, beginning at 
8 a.m. Also, South Huron Valley Utility 
Authority, 10 a.m., Brownstown Township 
Hall. Also, VBT Staff Review, 1-4 p.m. 
Also, Belleville Downtown Development 
Authority, 6 p.m. Also, VBT Environmental 
Commission, 7 p.m.
   • Thursday, Oct. 17 – Van Buren Township 
is holding a day-long budget session at the 
township hall, beginning at 8 a.m.
   • Monday, Oct. 21 -- Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education work-study 
session, 7 p.m., Administration Bldg. Also, 
Belleville City Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, Oct. 22 – Van Buren Township 
Downtown Development Authority, 5:30 
p.m. Also, Sumpter Township workshop 
at 6 p.m., followed by regular meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. Also, VBT Water & Sewer 
Commission, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, Oct. 23 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 
p.m.
   • Monday, Oct. 28 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS 
Commons

   I am here to answer questions pertaining 
to buying or selling real estate. Send your 
questions to “Ask Angela”, c/o Belleville-
Area Independent, 152 Main Street, Suite 
9, Belleville 48111 or send me an email 
at nettroandco@comcast.net . I’ll answer 
questions in this column.
  Question from Irene in Romulus: I 
recently made an offer on a home. Upon 
writing the offer my agent briefly mentioned 
that I would be doing a Split Title Closing. 
I don’t know what that means and he did 
not explain it. Could you please explain 
what Split Title Closing means and if it is 
a benefit to me?
  Answer: Irene, the term Split Title 
means that two different title insurance 
companies will provide a title policy for 
your purchase. One title company will 
insure just the seller (Owner’s Policy 
side) and another title company will insure 
the buyer’s side (Mortgage Policy).
   The use of two title companies is not 
necessary and usually complicates and 
confuses the process of providing closing 
paperwork more efficiently. In recent 
years, most larger real estate firms (some 
franchises) and lenders (Quicken Loans) 
are partners or associated directly with a 
title company they exclusively use.
   Thus, if the real estate sale is two 
separate real estate offices, the buyer’s real 
estate company or lender requests their 
affiliated title company to provide the title 
insurance.
   For many years, real estate sales were 
handled by one title company insuring 
both the Seller/Owner Policy and the 
Buyer/Mortgage Policy. Having a split title 
closing does not offer you any additional 
benefits, but does involve splitting the 
closing documents, having two title sides 
to close docs and two closers responsible 
for either recording and/or disbursing, 
and parties to the transaction not always 
receiving a complete closing package.
   Most often a one title company closing for 
buyer and seller is less complicated and if 
issues arise after closing there will be only 
one title company to contact to resolve the 
problems.                  – Angela
Angela Nettro/Broker
Real Estate
(734) 697-6655
Email: nettroandco@comcast.net

Senator Patrick Colbeck
to hold Senior Brigade 
event on identify theft
   State Senator Patrick Colbeck and Susan 
Peters, representative from the Michigan 
Attorney General’s office, will host a free 
seminar for area seniors to discuss identity 
theft. The seminar will be held at 6 p.m., 
Wednesday, Oct. 16, at the Plymouth 
Library, 223 South Main St., Plymouth.
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
GARAGE/YARD SALE

Dedicated & Reliable 
Bus Drivers for

Permanent Positions 
for Van Buren Public 

Schools. Starting Pay: 
$11.50/hour.

Call 734-699-5100

HIRING IMMEDIATELY

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Feel great about the work that you do helping people 

we serve in residential settings. Country home. Training 
provided. $8.40 total per hr. plus good benefits.

Call (734) 753-4804 New Boston
Email resume to: recruiter@questserv.org

There's a good chance we're right in your
neighborhood. We're looking for Direct Care

Assistants to support persons we serve in their 
homes in the Belleville & Romulus communities. 

$8.25 total per hr. plus good benefits.
Call (734) 699-3808 or (734) 699-6543
Email resume to: recruiter@questserv.org

Birthdays
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(Minimum $5 Purchase, Classified Ads Excluded)

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

------------

HELP WANTED

Burger King
Crew and

Management
Quality Dining, Inc./Burger King is looking for shift managers 
and crew members for all shifts at our Belleville locations.

Successful managers possess prior food service 
experience, with some accountability for managing people 
and processes. Successful crew members are customer 
fanatics who place an emphasis on service at all times. 

How to apply: In person at the store; or for crew member 
positions at www.bk.com . For management positions apply 
at www.qdi.com or submit a resume to recruiting@qdi.com.
Please reference Belleville. 

EOE M/F/D/V 

Hiring: Cook, Cashiers, and Utility Workers. Experienced
Casual Dining Managers (salaried positons)

Midfield Concession Enterprises, A Premier
Food and Beverage provider at Detroit Metropolitan

International Airport has immediate full time positions
for customer service professionals. 

Accepting applications daily, Monday-Friday 9am-5pm,
at 6810 Metroplex Drive, Romulus, MI. 48174 or email

resume to hr@midfieldconcession.com. Visit our
website for more info about our company:

www.midfieldconcession.com

All candidates must be able to pass an airport security
10 year background check, and have a valid photo ID.

WANTED

WANTED:
JUNK CARS
Running or Not. Top $

Paid. Call For Free
Pickup. Drive In For

Extra Dollars.
734-282-1700

WE BUY
JUNK CARS
7 Days A Week For

$300 & Up!
Cash Paid!

(734) 787-1444

FREE
HUGE 10 FAMILY BARN SALE.  
7851 Judd Rd. off Whittaker Rd., Ypsi-
ilati.  Oct. 9-10, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.  Tons of 
great stuff.  Something for Everyone. 
(734) 461-1938                            10/10

------------
LIQUIDATING BUSINESS SALE.  
46085 Hull Rd.  Oct. 11-12, 10 a.m.-
6 p.m. Red Hatters’ products, Mate-
rial, Beads, Tulle, Art, Tools, Lathe, 
Painted pieces & Much More.            10/10

------------
13101 LAKEVIEW DR.  Oct. 10-13,
9 a.m.-6 p.m.  Everything New &
Negotiable.  Clothes, Shoes, Misc. 
Everything Must Go.               10/10

------------
YARD & BARN SALE - 46507 Bemis   
2 mile W. of Sumpter Rd.  Oct. 10-12 & 
17-19, 9 a.m.-6 p.m.  Antiques, Fall deco-
rations, Tools, Crafts, Snowblowers, & 
Much More.                                10/17

------------
8 FAMILY SALE - 6500 WESTERN 
off Denton Rd. & Cedar by Willow 
Run Airport.  Oct. 10-13, 9 a.m. - Dusk.  
Lots of Everything.  Clothes, Furniture 
& Misc.                                10/10

------------

PROPANE WALL Furnaces, vent free, 
hydraulic cylinder, 6 different sizes.  Lots 
of misc. wire fencing, Chain Fall, Too 
much to mention.  Call for details after 
5:00 p.m.  (734) 461-0189                10/10

------------
GRANDFATHER CLOCK, $200 
Antique Wall clock, $95, Or-
gan, Best offer, Misc. Household.
(734) 697-0471 or  (734) 218-6713    10/10

------------
1998 5th Wheel Fleetwood Terry 
Camper. 24.5 ft. long. Well main-
tained, Covered for winter.  Blue 
book today $4,800 asking $4,600 obo.
(734) 320-9937 or (734) 697-3024 10/10

------------
PARTS Cleaning tank.  20 gallon.
Included is a 5 gallon container
(un-opened) of cleaning fluid. $100. 
(734) 461-6059                         10/17

------------
TRASH PUMP, 6.5 hp. 2 inch.
Included are intake and discharge 
hoses. $275  (734) 461-6059    10/17

------------
2001 FOREST RIVER 5th Wheel toy
hauler.  38 ft., everything works.  Can’t
go camping any more.  Hunters
Special.  $6,500 (734) 818-6068 or 
(734) 699-3452                          11/31

------------
GO GO SCOOTER.  Almost new, Great 
condition. Basket on front & back.  
$2,000 (734) 697-1291                10/17

------------
“Reality leaves a lot to the imagination.”

– John Lennon

FOR SALE

FOR SALE
2002  5TH Wheel Wilderness Camper.     
28 ft., 12ft. slide, excellent condition, 
sleeps 6.  Everything Works  $7,000 obo           
(734) 699-1354                                10/24

------------
2012 MODEL - JAZZY HEAVY DUTY 
Scooter.  Excellent condition.  $500   
(734) 740-0571                            10/24

C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions     
Discount Prices      -      Guaranteed!            
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

------------
(2) 1958 THUNDERBIRDS.  All parts, 
needs to be restored.  Best Offer.          1971 
Mustang Part.  Misc. Tail lights & 
Auto parts.  (734) 461-0189             10/10

------------
REAR BUMPER (one piece) Ford F150.  
$75.00        (734) 461-6058                  10/17

------------
1998 RED MUSTANG V6.  Low 64K 
miles, 1 owner, Mint inside, No rust or 
dents & Runs great.  Includes 17” Cobra 
rims & Perf. Tires, Dual exhaust.  Re-
duced $4,400 obo.  (734) 697-634410/24

------------

VEHICLE FOR SALE

------------
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS 
for the homeless.  Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.   
(734) 697-5600                             TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAIN-
ERS of Shampoo, Toothpaste, etc. to 
take to homeless in Detroit.   Drop off 
at Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600                             TFN

------------
WANTED - LOOKING for a B.H.S. Class 
of 1960 yearbook.   (734) 697-7454   10/17

------------

KITTY CHUDZINSKI  -   SAVAGE RD.
You’ve won a dozen free roses.  Pick 
them up at Main St. Flower’s down-
town, Belleville.  (734) 697-7400 or
www.mainstreetflowersbelleville.com  TFN

------------

AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm.  For appointment call 
(734) 697-1800                             TFN

------------
WANTED - ADULT MONSTERS 
who like to scare other adults and their 
children.  Must apply in person at the 
Pumpkin Factory - 48651 Harris Rd. 
Belleville.                                       10/10

------------
Owner Operators and Drivers Needed!  
100% No-Touch Freight!  Dedicated 
Lanes Avail. CDL-A, 18 mo. exp.  Call 
Tabitha:  (800) 325-7884x4              10/10

------------

   Oct. 1 – Debbie Sweet
   Oct. 14 – Jessica Neiman Thompson
   Oct. 25 – Nate Simpkins

Do you have a birthday in October? Does 
anyone you know have a birthday soon? 
Call the Independent at 699-9020 and let 
us know. We’ll list it in this column ASAP 
following your call. There is no charge.

“The fact that man knows right from 
wrong proves his intellectual superiority 
to other creatures; but the fact that he can 
do wrong proves his moral inferiority to 

any creature that cannot.”
– Mark Twain
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
Charter Township of Van Buren

Notice of Public Hearing
Van Buren Township Hall

46425 Tyler Road

The Charter Township of Van Buren Board of Trustees will hold a Public Hearing 
in conjunction with the Regular Board meeting on Tuesday, October 15, 2013 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room at the Van Buren Township Hall, 46425 Tyler 
Road, Van Buren Township, MI 48111 to consider the Dissolution of Industrial 
Development Districts #4, #6, #11, #12, #13, #14, #15, #17, and #22.  Following 
are the corresponding legal descriptions for the districts:

IDD DISTRICT #4

03E PART OF W 1/2 OF THE NE 1/4 OF SEC 3 BEG N89DEG 54M 30S E 
1342.52FT AND S0DEG 46M 20S E 278.91FT FROM N 1/4 COR OF SEC 3 TH 
S78DEG 38M 0S W 818.89FT TH S9DEG 05M 30S E 100.18FT AND S1DEG 
47M 45S W 709.16FT TH N78DEG 30M 22S E 836.82FT TH N0DEG 46M 20S 
W 802.31FT POB 14.85 AC

IDD DISTRICT #6

* 24C228A - - 235A2B,A3/JJ1B1/QQ * PART OF LOTS 228, 229, 230, 232, AND 
235 ALSO LOT 234 ALSO PART OF VAC HAGGERTY STREET ALSO PART OF 
SW 1/4 SEC 24, T3S, R8E DESC AS BEG FROM THE SE COR OF SAID LOT 
229: TH S 00DEG 08MIN 00SEC E, 186.36 FT; TH N 85DEG 38MIN 25SEC 
W, 626.51 FT; TH  ALONG A CURVE CONC TO RIGHT RAD 939.65 FT, ARC 
795.45 FT, CH N 61 DEG 23MIN 19 SEC W, 771.91 FT;   TH N 36DEG 59MIN 
43SEC W, 101.20 FT;  TH N 00DEG 14MIN 37SEC E, 13.86 FT; TH N 73MIN 
24MIN 40SEC E, 1325.07 FT; TH S 16DEG 35MIN 20SEC E, 50.00 FT; TH N 
73DEG 24MIN 40SEC E, 400.00 FT; TH  ALONG A CURVE CONC TO RIGHT 
RAD 500.00 FT, ARC 216.69 FT, CH S 54DEG 39MIN 00SEC E, 215.00 FT;   
TH  ALONG A CURVE CONC TO LEFT RAD 600.00 FT, ARC 287.75 FT, CH S 
53DEG 42MIN 00SEC E, 285.00 FT; TH  ALONG A CURVE CONC TO RIGHT 
RAD 400.00 FT, ARC 220.79 FT, CH S 52DEG 17MIN 00SEC E, 218.00 FT;  TH 
S 36DEG 12MIN 00SEC E, 306.00 FT; TH  ALONG A CURVE CONC TO LEFT 
RAD 200.00 FT, ARC 108.32 FT, CH S 50DEG 24MIN 00SEC E, 107.00 FT;   TH 
S 65DEG 52SEC 00MIN E, 29.17 FT; TH S 13DEG 36MIN 31SEC E,  51.57 FT; 
TH  ALONG A CURVE CONC TO RIGHT RAD 1540.97 FT, ARC 876.14 FT, CH S 
78DEG 04MIN 18SEC W, 864.39 FT;  TH N 85DEG 38MIN 25SEC W, 305.93 FT; 
TH N 00DEG 08MIN 00SEC W, 62.39 FT; TH S 89DEG 50MIN 41SEC E, 33.00 
FT; TH N 00DEG 08MIN 00SEC W, 244.54 FT; TH N 78DEG 30MIN 40SEC 
E, 267.50 FT; TH N 24DEG 28MIN 30SEC W, 94.10 FT; TH N 14DEG 23MIN 
40SEC W, 60.64 FT; TH S 78DEG 28MIN 00SEC W, 276.40 FT; TH S 65DEG 
26MIN 20SEC W, 66.00 FT; TH S 24DEG 33MIN 40MIN E, 136.62 FT; TH S 
00DEG 08MIN 00SEC E, 108.67 FT TO POB;  A = 35.4 ACRES; - K - 35.4 AC

IDD DISTRICT # 11

27P1 THAT PART OF THE E 1/2 OF THE E 1/2 OF THE NW 1/4 OF SEC 27 
LYING S OF THE WABASH R R ROW AND N OF THE CEN LINE OF SAVAGE 
RD 4.90 ACRES

IDD DISTRICT # 12

12R1B1 PT OF SW 1/4 SEC 12 T3S R8E DESC AS BEG N89DEG 45M 57S 
E 60.07FT FROM W 1/4 COR SEC 12 TH N89DEG 45M 57S E 802.3OFT TH 
S02DEG 27M 57S E 654.96FT TH S89DEG 45M 57S W 795.07FT TH N03DEG 
05M 50S W 655.28FT TO POB 12.00 AC

IDD DISTRICT # 13

04B1A,C1,D1 PT OF NE 1/4 SEC 4 T3S R8E DESC AS BEG S 00D 07M 40S W 
216.80 FT AND S 89D 07M 15S W 63.00 FT FROM NE COR SEC 4- TH S 00D 
07M 40S W 706.99 FT-TH S 89D 07M 15S W 801.00 FT- TH N 00D 07M 40S E 
706.99 FT- TH N 89D 07M 15S E 801.00 FT TO POB 13.00 AC

*04B1,B2,C2,D2 PT OF NE 1/4 SEC 4 T3S R8E DESC AS BEG S 00D 07M 40S 
W 156.79 FT AND S 89D 07M 15S W 63 FT FROM NE COR SEC 4- TH S 00D 
07M 40S W 60.01 FT-TH S 89D 07M 15S W 801.00 FT- TH S 00D 07M 40S W 
706.99 FT- TH N 89D 07M 15S E 801.00 FT -TH S 00D 07M 40S W 62.10 FT -
TH S 78D 41M 10S W 1267.22 FT -TH N 00D 38M 45S W 1058.49FT -TH N 89D 
07M 15S E 1256.52 FT TO POB 14.09 AC

IDD DISTRICT #14

0341 PART OF NE 1/4 SEC 3 T3S R8E BEG N89DEG 46M 40S E 1373.55FT 
AND N0DEG 53M 15S W 536.98FT FROM CEN 1/4 COR OF SEC 3 TH S89DEG 
06M 45S W 463.94FT TH N0DEG 53M 15S W 1083.27FT TH N78DEG 30M 22S 
E 472FT TH S0DEG 53M 15S E 1170.17FT POB 12.00 AC

03F2 PART OF NE 1/4 SEC 3 T3S R8E BEG N89DEG 46M 40S E 473.22FT 
FROM CEN 1/4 COR OF SEC 3 TH N89DEG 46M 40S E 900.33FT TH N0DEG 
53M 15S W 536.98FT TH S89DEG 06M 45S W 463.94FT TH N0DEG 53M 
15S W 1083.27FT TH S78DEG 30M 22S W 370.39FT TH S1DEG 47M 45S W 
1543.34FT POB 20.16 AC

IDD DISTRICT # 15

*01U1A3,--V2B1B2*PT OF THE SW 1/4 OF SEC 1 T3S R8E DESC AS BEG S 
01D 31M 58S E 667.45 FT AND S 89D 39M 33S E 60.02 FT FROM W 1/4 COR 
OF SEC 1--TH N 01D 31M 58S W 314.72 FT-TH S 89D 39M 41S E 230.38 FT-
TH N 01D 31M 58S W 234.46 FT-TH S 89D 39M 41S E 0.15 FT-TH N 01D 31M 
58S W 118.27 FT-TH N 89D-39-41S W 0.15 FT-TH N 01D 30M 47S W 424.75 
FT-TH N 89D 39M 41S W 230.38 FT-TH N 01D 30M 47S W 540.43 FT-TH 87D 
46M 03S E 1292.36 FT-TH S 01D 55M 43S E 1023.45 FT-TH S 89D 39M 41S E 
6.26 FT-TH S 01D 54M 06S E 315.55 FT-TH S 01D 05M 54S W 351.87 FT-TH N 
89D 39M 33S W 1292.49 FT-45.44 AC-K-45.44

PT OF SW 1/4 SEC 01 T3S R8E DESC AS BEG DUE N 1520.25 FT AND S 88D 
12M 30S E 60.03 FT FROM SW COR OF SEC 01 TH DUE N 483.75 FT TH S 
88D 12M 30S E 653.60 FT TH DUE S 333.75 FT TH N 88D 12M 30S W 353.63 
FT TH DUE S 150 FT TH N 88D 12M 30S W 299.97 FT TO POB 6.04AC

IDD DISTRICT #17

*12 V1A2W1, VAC TAYLOR RD* PT OF W 1/2 OF SW 1/4 OF SEC 12 T3S R8E 
BEG N 02D 23M 55S W 574.17 FT AND N 89D 08M 49S E 704.61 FT FROM 
SW COR OF SEC 12 - - TH N 89D 08M 49S E 198.97 FT - TH 97.08 FT ALONG 
A CURVE TO RT RAD 135.00 FT CHD BRG S 70D 15M 04S E 95.01 FT - TH 
217.54 FT ALONG A CURVE TO LT RAD 75.00 FT CHD BRG N 47D 15M 23S E 
148.91 FT - - TH N 89D 08M 49S E 282.00 FT - TH N 01D 52M 46S W 26.99 FT 
- TH N 89D 08M 49S E 75.90 FT - TH N 00D 51M 11S W 40.00 FT - TH N 89D 
08M 49S E 121.61 FT - TH 346.10 FT ALONG A CURVE TO LT RAD 4039.72 FT 
CHD BRG S 23D 39M 49S E 346.00 FT - TH S 66D 15M 33S W 692.41 FT - TH 
S 74D 32M 14S W 294.02 FT - TH S 87D 18M 53S W 77.58 FT - TH N 02D 08M 
34S W 532.02 FT TO POB. 9.63 AC - - K - 9.63

*12 V1A1* PT OF W 1/2 OF SW 1/4 OF SEC 12 T3S R8E BEG S 88D 09M 27S 
E 60.16 FT AND N 02D 23M 21S W 50.14 FT FROM SW COR OF SEC 12 - - 
TH N 02D 23M 55S W 559.87 FT - TH N 89D 08M 49S E 644.73 FT - TH S 02D 
08M 34S E 565.03 FT - TH S 87D 18M 53S W 316.58 FT - TH N 88D 09M 27S 
W 326.28 FT TO POB. 8.40 AC - - K - 7.91

IDD DISTRICT #22

01K1A1--S1,A3A PT OF NW 1/4 SEC 1 T3S R8E DESC AS BEG S 01D 28M 
50S E 792.15 FT AND N 87D 51M 17S E 60.00 FT FROM NW COR SEC 1 TH N 
87D 51M 17S E 360.46 FT TH N 01D 29M 29S W 731.29 FT TH N 87D 58M 14S 
E 805.23 FT TH S 58D 18M 00S E 144.07 FT TH S 01D 54M 06S E 1171.70 FT 
TH S 88D 06M 38S W 1018.23 FT TH N 01D 29M 29S W 388.35 FT TH S 87D 
51M 17S W 276.42 FT TH N 01D 28M 50S W 129.45 FT TO POB 28.40 AC

Written comments may be forwarded to the Township Clerk, 464245 Tyler Road, 
Van Buren Township, MI 48111.

					     Leon Wright, Clerk
					     Charter Township of Van Buren
Publish:	 10-3-13 &10-10-13

 
       
          
          
           
            
 

    
      
         
         
          
        
           

 



  
        
        
          
          
        

    
        
          
        
          
           
  

 





    
         
          
         
       
         
       

   
        
          
       
          
          
  

   
        
         
            
           
    

      
       
           
           
        


 

 

 
   

   


 

   
    

     
    

 

  
 

 

   

Correction: Not Lance
   Lance Braziel was quoted in a story 
published on page three of the Oct. 3 
Independent talking about an easement on 
the proposed Tucker Insurance property. 
However, he reports he was not the person 
who said what we said he said. The person 
who made the comment said his name 

and we had trouble understanding it. We 
thought it was Braziel. It wasn’t. We regret 
the misquote and apologize.

Rosemary K. Otzman, editor
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They’re reading the Independent
everywhere

   Les Neinas and Linda Luke-Neinas read their Belleville-Area Independent on the 
Acropolis with the Parthenon in the background. The Van Buren Township couple 
went on an 11-day journey through Greece in September.
   You, too, are invited to submit a photo of you reading the Independent in an exotic 
location. Please include the name and address of the person you wish to get the free 
subscription when it is printed. Include your phone number if you want us to let you 
know just before goes in the paper. A person may use this offer to get a total of two 
free subscriptions – and no more.
   If you aren’t going to an exotic location, just send us $30 for postage to an address inside 
Michigan or $35 out of state, and we’ll provide mail delivery of the Independent so you won’t 
miss a single, exciting issue.

 
       
          
          
           
            
 

    
      
         
         
          
        
           

 



  
        
        
          
          
        

    
        
          
        
          
           
  

 





    
         
          
         
       
         
       

   
        
          
       
          
          
  

   
        
         
            
           
    

      
       
           
           
        


 

 

 
   

   


 

   
    

     
    

 

  
 

 

   

   The Harvest Fest Parade kicks off at 11 
a.m. on Saturday and runs from Belleville 
High School to Five Points and up Main 
Street to the festival.
   The parade is sponsored by the Belleville 
Central Business Community and will 
honor the 100th anniversaries of the Boy 
and Girl Scout organizations.
   The Harvest Fest is on Fourth Street, 
that is closed on Saturday between Main 
and Charles streets – the area between the 
museum and the library.
   At the library will be the petting farm 
and pony rides, Indian corn jewelry, soap 
carving and leaf rubbing, corn husk dolls, 
butter churning, leaf dipping and ink 
stamping.
   At the museum, folks will learn rug 
beating, corn shelling, have a scavenger 
hunt, do laundry with a scrub board, make 
folded paper crafts, and take part in a 
Nickel Dig (between 2 and 3 p.m.). The 
museum also has the Scouting exhibit that 
has been in place all summer.
   Joyous Noise will provide traditional 
music at the library and the museum, 
sponsored by the Belleville Downtown 
Development Authority.
   There will be booths with food, baked 
items, caramel apples and other treats, 
along with sidewalk chalk drawing with 
Bob Mytych. The bake sale put on by the 
First United Methodist church will benefit 
the Community Food Closet.
   Meanwhile, over at St. Anthony’s Catholic 
Church, the Boy Scouts from Troop 793 

Harvest Fest Parade kicks off at 11 a.m. on Sat.
will earn money for their activities with a 
pancake breakfast from 8 to 10 a.m. and a 
spaghetti dinner from 5 to 8 p.m.
   Also, the Scarecrows will be in place 
on Main Street, the entries in a contest 
sponsored by the city’s Parks and 
Recreation commission.

Drive 4 UR School
   While all this is going on, the staff of 
Atchinson Ford will be at the back part of 
the Belleville High School parking lot from 
10 a.m. to 3 p.m. to offer free test drives, 
with each drive earning a $20 donation to 
BHS from Ford Motor Co.
   The project will earn up to $6,000 for 
the school. Atchinson Ford’s goal is 300 
drivers.

Huron Valley 
Conservation Assoc.
sets dinner on Oct. 22
   A catered dinner with homemade desserts 
will be presented by the Huron Valley 
Conservation Association from 4:30 to 7:30 
p.m. at the Van Buren Eagles #3996, 9961 
Beck Road, Van Buren Township. The meal 
includes: city chicken, roast beef, sauerkraut 
and sausage, rolls, potatoes, vegetable, salad 
and dessert.  Cost is $12 for an adult, $7 for a 
child five to 12 years old, with children under 
five eating free. Carry-outs are available.
   Proceeds will be used to support HVCA 
activities. For more information contact Kris 
Matthew at (734) 662-7852 or WKrisMatt@
aol.com .
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

The following are selected calls for VBT Police.

Sunday, Sept. 29:
   0220 – hospice, 1073 Sumpter
   0722 – lake complaint, 49021 Denton
   1010 – larceny from auto, 49241 S. I-94 Service
   1109 – larceny from auto, 49241 S. I-94 Service
   1148 – malicious destruction of property, 49241 S. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   1148 – larceny from auto, 49241 S. I-94 Service
   1225 – property damage accident, 6973 Belleville
   1348 – larceny from auto, 2033 Rawsonville
   1721 – harassment call, 10958 Oak Lane
   1802 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Capitol Dr.
   1904 – fight, 10950 Belleville Rd.
   2013 – property damage accident, 14393 Haggerty
   2332 – shots fired, 5976 Victoria St.
Monday, Sept. 30:
   0633 – larceny, Ecorse Mobil
   0936 – suicide or attempt, 6700 Rogers Ave.
   1028 – fraud, 43020 Fret Rd.
   1113 – fraud, 27 Rose
   1250 – property damage accident, Ricardo Dr. / 
Haggerty Rd.
   1410 – malicious destruction of property, 46425 
Tyler Rd.
   1446 – property damage accident, Haggerty/Tyler
   1454 – animal complaint, 44103 Tyler Rd.
   1651 – private property accident, 2095 
Rawsonville
   1701 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1904 – agency assist, 140 Church St.
   2005 – mental, 5964 Vernon St.
   2318 – trespassing, 11825 Meadows Circle
   2337 – larceny, 11721 Meadows Circle
Tuesday, Oct. 1:
   0423 – assault & battery, 14181 Marina Dr.
   0713 – fight, 9207 Parkwood Dr.
   1022 – larceny, 45900 Marriott Ave.
   1152 – traffic hazard, Haggerty/Haggerty School
   1742 – juvenile complaint, Quirk/N. Service Dr.
   1749 – property damage accident, 11530 Belleville
   1805 – property damage accident, Hannan/Wabash
   1915 – harassment call, 13844 Country Walk Blvd.
   2114 – suspicious vehicle, Hot Spot
   2207 – malicious destruction of property, 5825 
Vernon St.
   2208 – noise complaint, McBride Ave./Van Buren
   2331 – larceny, 7133 Belleville Rd.
Wednesday, Oct. 2:
   1356 – fraud, 10950 Belleville Rd.
   1400 – fraud, 9570 Belleville Rd.
   1426 – private property accident, Meijer
   1516 – breaking & entering, 8525 Belleville Rd.
   1715 – private property accident, VB Park
   1800 – operating while intoxicated, Belleville/S. I-
94 Service Dr.
   1924 – fraud, Meijer
   2227 – property damage accident, Belleville/Van 
Born
   2258 – assault & battery, 6973 Vernon St.
Thursday, Oct. 3:
   0137 – retail fraud, 10562 Belleville
   0143 – noise complaint, 9808 Fairbanks St.
   0609 – property damage accident, Rawsonville / 
Grove
   1031 – disturbance, McBride Middle School
   1207 – fraud, Meijer
   1414 – fraud, Meijer
   1427 – property damage accident, 2141 Rawsonville 
Rd.
   1456 – noise complaint, Van Buren/McBride Ave.
   1523 – malicious destruction of property, 8984 
Springwood Blvd.
   1552 – fight, 147 S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1602 – water leak found, 6397 Thornwood Dr.
   1654 – harassment call, 48671 S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1820 – assault & battery, 219 S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1850 – suspicious situation, 16707 Elwell Rd.
   1905 – harassment call, 750 W. Huron River Dr.
   2004 – juvenile complaint, 51162 State St.
   2059 – assault & battery, 4 Brandi
Friday, Oct. 4:
   0233 – assault & battery, 6607 Parkside Dr.
   0725 – assault & battery, 5964 Vernon St.

   1241 – trespassing, 7113 Belleville Rd.
   1546 – fraud, 10760 Belleville Rd.
   1602 – malicious destruction of property, 33 Rose
   1735 – domestic violence, 9985 Jackson Ln.
   1838 – fraud, 9636 Dalton Dr.
   1913 – noise complaint, 47096 McBride
   2007 – assault & battery, Haggerty Elementary
   2134 – assault & battery, 11036 Jackson St.
Saturday, Oct. 5:
   0140 – loud party complaint, 500 Sumpter Rd.
   0323 – disturbance, 48850 Denton Rd.
   0349 – noise complaint, S. I-94 Service/Beckley
   1025 – holdup alarm, 10816 Belleville Rd.
   1216 – larceny, 2095 Rawsonville, Kmart
   1441 – property damage accident, Kmart
   1503 – property damage accident, Haggerty/Tyler
   1833 – private property accident, 44050 Crowley
   1908 – fraud, Meijer
   2024 – disturbance, 49009 Ashbury
   2249 – assault & battery, 5890 Haggerty Rd.
   2317 – assault & battery, 12692 Hannan Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 225 traffic stops, 99 of 
which were on the I-94 or I-275 freeways.

Sunday, Sept. 29:
   0221 – hospice, 1073 Sumpter
   0312 – noise complaint, 70 Potter Dr.
   0350 – warrant arrest, 6 Main St.
   0547 – assist fire dept., 220 Church St.
   0850 – assist fire dept., 48 S. Edgemont St.
   1250 – assist fire dept., 275 W. Columbia Ave., 
Columbia Court
   1310 – suspicious vehicle, Waterbury Ct.
   1746 – hospice, 238 N. Liberty St.
   1909 – assist fire dept., Columbia Court
   1910 – agency assist, 10950 Belleville Rd.
   2239 – assist fire dept., 584 Main St.
   2345 – agency assist, 39721 Tyler Rd.
Monday, Sept. 30:
   0013 – agency assist, 51300 W. Huron River Dr.
   0124 – vehicle repossession, 308 Edison Ave.
   0840 – traffic complaint, Sumpter Rd./Spencer St.
   1046 – abandoned auto, Breakwater Dr./Harbour 
Pointe Dr.
   1537 – property damage accident, Main/First
   1748 – juvenile complaint, Denton/Belleville
   1852 – domestic assault, 140 Church St.
   1857 – welfare check, 224 Church St.
   1921 – warrant arrest, 6 Main St.
   2000 – suspicious person, 573 E. Huron River Dr.
   2029 – assist fire dept., 217 Belle Villa Blvd.
   2319 – misc. complaint, Main St./Fifth St.
   2332 – assist fire dept., 207 Belle Villa Blvd.
Tuesday, Oct. 1:
   0515 – welfare check, 94 Carmell St.
   0801 – assist fire dept., 68 Menlo Park Dr.
   1316 – suspicious situation, South Middle Schl.
   1438 – property damage accident, Main/South
   1517 – parking complaint, 231 S. Aberddeen Ct.
   1616 – follow up, St. Joseph Hospital
   1622 – assist fire dept., Columbia Court
   1645 – suspicious vehicle, 439 E. Huron River Dr.
   1812 – welfare check, 224 Church St.
   2011 – assist fire dept., 575 Sumpter, Co-op apts.
   2159 – malicious destruction of property, 54 S. 
Biggs
   2206 – intimidation threat, 160 Church St.
Wednesday, Oct. 2:
   1212 – civil matter, 79 Carmell St.
   1453 – suspicious situation, Savage/Robbe
   1601 – information, 6 Main St.
   1657 – follow up, 219 N. Aberdeen Ct.
   2137 – suicide or attempt, 250 N. Liberty St.
Thursday, Oct. 3:
   0703 – agency assist, Columbia Court
   0826 – explosion, Belle Villa/Sumpter
   1023 – domestic assault, 220 Henry St.
   1222 – civil matter, J&T Towing
   1529 – larceny, 501 W. Columbia, BHS
   1613 – assist citizen, 6 Main St.
   1756 – traffic complaint, 94 Carmell St.
   1831 – animal bite, 35 Carmell St.
   1841 – assist fire dept., Columbia Court
Friday, Oct. 4:
   0011 – vehicle lockout, 75 S. Liberty St.
   0157 – property check
   0945 – misc. complaint, J&T

   1626 – bank drop, 6 Main St.
   1725 – suspicious person, Victoria Commons
   1950 – animal complaint, 500 N. Liberty St.
   2134 – assist fire dept., 500 N. Liberty St.
   2152 – property check
   2339 – family trouble, 59 Loza Ln.
Saturday, Oct. 5:
   0015 – noise complaint, 120 Menlo Park Dr.
   0759 – intrusion alarm, BHS
   1100 – assist fire dept., BHS
   1245 – civil matter, 220 Henry St.
   1447 – assist fire dept., BHS
   1532 – E-911 cellular, 1 Loza Ln.
   1651 – welfare check, Victory Park
   2119 – ATV/ORV complaint, 111 Bedell St.
Also on this week’s log are 46 traffic stops.

Sunday, Sept. 29:
   0542 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1029 – larceny, 51000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1300 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1439 – missing person report, Rustic Ln.
   1554 – follow-up investigation, Rustic Ln.
   1603 – malicious destruction of property, 26000 bl. 
Martinsville Rd.
   2004 – assist other agency,  Haggerty/Savage
   2033 – suspicious incident, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
   2119 – civil dispute, 24000 bl. Elwell Rd.
Monday, Sept. 30:
   0013 – assist other agency, 51000 bl. W. Huron 
River Dr.
   0816 – follow-up investigation, out of township
   1021 – civil dispute, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1039 – fire dept. assist, 51000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1126 – civil dispute, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1230 – suspicious person, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1254 – harassment complaint, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   1435 – larceny, 22000 bl. Prince Rd.
   1441 – trespassing complaint, 25000 bl. Sherwood
   1515 – child abuse/neglect investigation, Rustic Ln
   1602 – fire dept. assist, Arizona
   1750 – fight, 44000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1842 – follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   2021 – civil dispute, 17000 bl. Sumpter 
Tuesday, Oct. 1:
   0632 – dumping complaint, Haggerty/Judd
   0716 – traffic hazard, Sumpter/Judd
   0837 – civil dispute, Greenmeadow
   0947 – follow-up investigation, 13000 bl. 
Rawsonville
   1250 – animal complaint, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1646 – civil dispute, Greenmeadow
   1659 – follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   1758 – juvenile complaint, 21000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1813 – suspicious vehicle, 25000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1829 – suspicious vehicle, 39000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1845 – warrant arrest, 49000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2100 – civil dispute, Greenmeadow
Wednesday, Oct. 2:
   0141 – warrant arrest, 49000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0836 – larceny
   0846 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   0908 – follow-up investigation, out of township
   0910 – animal complaint, Sumpter/Wear
   1037 – ordinance violation, Willow/Sumpter
   1116 – civil dispute, Birch
   1434 – alarm, 23000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1703 – trespassing complaint, 20000 bl. Sherwood
   1723 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 45000 
bl. Harris Rd.
   1758 – family trouble, Hampshire
   1812 – property damage accident, Willis / 
Rawsonville
   2003 – property damage accident, Arkona/Karr
   2018 – follow-up investigation, Country Club
Thursday, Oct. 3:
   0001 – animal complaint, 44000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1002 – citizen assist, Country Club
   1023 – animal complaint, 488000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1313 – animal complaint, 49000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1359 – juvenile complaint, Rustic Ln.
   1448 – assist other agency, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1621 – follow-up investigation, 20000 bl. Sumpter
   1636 – follow-up investigation, 21000 bl. Sumpter
   1652 – follow-up investigation, 46000 bl. Claxton
   1826 – civil dispute, Country Club

Friday, Oct. 4:
   0009 – alarm, 8300 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   0110 – suspicious incident, 39000 bl. Willow Rd.
   0501 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Judd Rd.
   0852 – alarm, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1659 – suspicious vehicle, 50000 bl. Wear Rd.
   2159 – fire dept. assist, 49000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   2252 – operating while intoxicated arrest, 2nd St.
Saturday, Oct. 5:
   0033 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   0151 – fight, 19000 bl. Waltz Rd.
   0251 – ORV complaint, Willow/Sumpter
   0314 – follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   0515 – larceny, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   0756 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   0832 – follow-up investigation, 18000 bl. Elwell
   1229 – animal complaint, Rustic Ln.
   1249 – juvenile complaint, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1326 – suspicious person, Willis/Rawsonville
   1730 – citizen assist, 46000 bl. Willow Rd.
   2020 – runaway juvenile, 41000 bl. Willow Rd.
   2155 – suspicious incident, Virginia
   2159 – animal complaint, 26000 bl. Sherwood
   2220 – fire dept. assist, Wyoming

Two dogs kill six goats; 
woman ordered to pay 
restitution, move dogs

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Shelby Statham, 21, of the 22000 block 
of Sherwood Road in Sumpter Township, 
plead guilty Sept. 10 in 34th District Court 
to one count of harboring a  vicious animal 
and paid $2,568 in restitution after her 
two dogs killed six goats owned by her 
neighbor.
   Sumpter Police Detective John Toth said 
the dogs attacked the goats June 10 and 
July 28.
   The owners of the goats were able to track 
the dogs back to where they came from the 
second time and found the dogs bloody 
from the attack. Statham wasn’t home.
   Det. Toth said the two dogs are a pit bull 
mix and a red bone hound dog mix. Some 
of the six goats killed were babies, Toth 
said.
   In trying to fix the situation, a decision 
was made by police to seize the dogs, Toth 
said. Police got a search warrant and took 
the animals on July 31. The animals were 
in possession of Sumpter Police from then 
until the court date. Statham also had to 
pay $900 worth of Sumpter impound fees.
   As part of the plea deal, Statham also 
was ordered to move the dogs to another 
location, Toth said.
   Originally Statham was charged with two 
counts of unlicensed dogs, two counts of 
dogs at large, and two counts of harbouring 
vicious animals.
   Toth said the six goats killed belonged 
to the neighbor’s grandchildren and were 
worth up to $600 apiece.

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!
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Pet of the Week
Friends of Michigan 

Animals Rescue

Blaze is ready to light up a fur-ever 
family’s life with his friendly and 
affectionate personality and fiery 
good looks. If he’s not napping in 
the sun or eating he’s sure to be 
one of the welcoming crowd of cats 
via for pets and attention when 
visitors come. Blaze won’t be hard 
to spot with his larger size and 
brightly striped orange and white 
coat but it’s his eyes that will catch 
your attention first. They are a 
stunning shade of red-orange that 
warmly glow and captivate you like 
embers from an evening campfire. 
He doesn’t seem to mind the other 
cats here too much and would 
probably do nicely in a multiple 
cat household as long as the other 
cat(s) are ready to accept him too. 
He does put in a special request 
for a home that doesn’t include 
children who haven’t learned 
how to treat pets with respect and 
caring hands. Call today to meet 
Blaze and give this friendly boy a 
chance to light up your home! He’s 
neutered, vaccinated, tested neg. 
for FeLuk/FIV and micro-chipped. 
734-461-9458

“blaze”

541 E. Huron River Dr.
Belleville, MI

734-697-8533 Absolute Auto Care Coupon • Expires October 31, 2013. BAI

With coupon • Not valid with any other offer.

10% OFF LABOR
or

15% OFF FOR SENIORS

MOVING SALE SPECIAL

We've Moved & expanded our
Facility to Serve you Better!
now located in Former Belleville transmission.
towing Service available. Bring in your used oil For Free!

Willis Feed & Country Store
10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan

(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

We Carry A Large Variety 
Of Deer & Wildlife

Feed & Bait!
We also carry Michigan made products!
ÿ Dog and Cat Food
ÿ Wild Bird Seed, Squirrel Food
ÿ Horse and Livestock Feed
ÿ Hay and Straw
ÿ Country Crafts
ÿ Critters such as Goats, Rabbits, Chicks Etc.

Like Us On

By Diane Madigan
Independent Special Writer

    Nineteen homeowners from about 80 
homes in Belle Harbor Subdivision met Oct. 
3 to discuss a project that would replace an 
old fence along their subdivision and then 
voted 15-4 to support the new fence.
   The fence project is being done by the Van 
Buren Township Downtown Development 
Authority and DDA Executive Director 
Susan Ireland and DDA Vice Chairman 
Craig Atchinson attended the meeting to 
answer questions.
   Karen Mida, a 25-year resident of Belle 
Harbor and the only current homeowners’ 
association officer, had called the meeting 
to elect officers, collect association dues, 
and to ask the residents to decide whether 
or not to go along with the DDA plans 
to replace the existing cyclone fence on 
the east side of Belleville Road between 
Sunrise and Harmony Lane.
   Ireland, who has been working with the 
residents, township engineers, township 
planning consultants and Wayne County 
for over a year, gave a history of the fence 
and the DDA’s efforts thus far.
   After several complaints from members of 
the community about the blighted condition 
of the fence, Ireland approached the DDA 
board, where it was decided to research 
actions needed to replace the fence.
   Some long-time residents insisted the 
fence, which still had barbed wire on the 

Belle Harbor sub. homeowners vote to approve new fence
tops of some stretches, was installed by 
Henry Ford when he owned that property.
   Ireland said a land survey was done along 
the cyclone fence that revealed in some 
places the fence is two inches from the 
Wayne County right-of-way and in other 
places the fence is four feet into the right-
of-way. She said most of the greenery is 
poison ivy.
   Wayne County decided the DDA would 
be allowed to remove the fence and replace 
it in the same exact location. Ireland said 
she sent letters to the 11 residents whose 
properties abut the fence and heard back 
from two. One resident wanted the fence 
replaced and one did not. 
   Another resident had concerns about 
her privacy fence that abuts the chain-link 
fence.
    “I will not touch the privacy fence that is 
on your property line,” Ireland promised.
   Mida said there’s no issue because the 
cyclone fence is not on private property but 
on county property.
  Ireland added, “Theoretically, if the 
county wanted to, they could come and rip 
the fence out.
    “If everybody really doesn’t want to have 
it done, I’ll take my fence fund and start on 
another project. I put in a lot of man hours 
and twisted a lot of arms at the county,” 
Ireland said.
   Ireland said this is a $150,000 project and 
answered residents’ questions as to where 

the funding was coming from.
   She said the DDA would be responsible 
for maintenance and repair, as they 
currently are doing with the street lights. 
The DDA will also continue to mow along 
Belleville Road, trim along the bottom of 
the fence, and deal with any graffiti.
   Ireland circulated a sample of the fence 
and described the completed replacement 
fence as being six feet tall and running 
1,100 feet.
   Comments from Belle Harbor residents 
included: it will look like a gated community 
and it will look like a fort with a fence. 
Some residents said they appreciate the 
trees along the fence because they shadow 
the street lights.
   Ireland said the only trees that are going 
to be removed are the ones growing in 
the fence. The trees that are planted along 
Belleville Road will stay.
   Ireland described the location of the 
DDA district, how the district is funded, 
and the many projects it has completed and 
currently is working on.
   “I do not live on that side of the sub,” 
one resident said. “I do not have to look at 
it from the back of my home. I personally 
think it’s a very good idea. I personally 
think it enhances Belle Harbor Sub. Since 
we are the first subdivision into downtown, 
it does Belleville proud when our sub looks 
very nice from the street. I don’t have to 
look at it but I am grateful that you all are 
offering it to us.”
   Barbara Miller asked if there is an option 
to just fix that part of the fence that is “bent 
and unsightly.”  
   Kimberly Kennedy, whose property abuts 
the fence, said she’s never seen where the 
main entrance to a community is nothing 
but a big plastic PVC fence.
   “It’s usually beautiful trees and greenery,” 
Kennedy said. “When you walk it or ride 
your bicycle down it, you don’t want to 
look at a solid piece of plastic for 1,100 
feet. To me it’s not as pretty as greenery 
leading up to the nice bridge and the beauty 
of the lake.”
   DDA Vice Chairman Atchinson replied, 
that the DDA looked at other options for 
a fence and asked her if she’d rather see a 
“chain-link fence that is cheaper or a wood 
fence that is going to fall apart?”
   “We thought this was the best option 
as far as durability and maintenance,” 
Atchinson said.
   Mida then asked for a vote on how the 
members felt about the DDA replacing the 
fence. Fifteen raised their hands in favor 
and four were against.
   Kennedy said she was the only one voting 
at the meeting who lived along the fence.
   Ireland said barring complications with 
Wayne County, the project should be 
completed by the end of this year.
   Following approval of the fence 
replacement, Belle Harbor residents 
elected Steve Roberts as president and Ken 
LaPointe as vice president. Karen Mida 
was re-elected as treasurer.
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Have You Considered

Moving into a new HoMe?

Have you 
thought about living 
in a manufactured 

home but didn’t 
want to buy one. 

Check out our lease 
with option to buy 

program.

“Like” Van 
Buren Estates

 Manufactured Home 
Community on 

Facebook and stay 
up to date on our 

newest homes and 
incentives! Or visit our website: www.FranklinHomeSales.com/VB

FALL
Is The

PerFecT
TIme!

No securITy DePosIT!
No FIrsT moNTh reNT!

(Over a $1000 value!)

A Premier Manufactured Home Community

Atchinson Ford 
needs you to help 
them make money 

for our school. Take 
a free test drive 

and help earn up to 
$6,000 for Bellevillle 

High School!

Saturday,
 October 12th

10am to 3pm
at Belleville High 

School.
Each test drive earns $20 
for the school. Our goal, 
300 drivers. Atchinson 
Ford is dedicated to 

helping our community!

Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc., 9800 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

(734)

697-9161www.atchinson.net

HALLOWEEN
HAS ARRIVED AT

BANOTAI’S!

• Masks
• Wigs
• Props
    & More!

Decorate Your Home!
Fall Flowers • Hardy Mums
Pansies • Pumpkins
Straw • Cornstalks

Banotai
Greenhouses
6981 Rawsonville Rd.

(2 miles South of I-94)
(734) 482-2764

Open MOn.–Sat. 9aM–6pM, Sun. 9aM–5pM

NEW FOR 2013...
Accessorize Your 
Costume Here With:


