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Independent photos by Rosemary K. Otzman
The Belleville Police and Fire Departments took part in Saturday’s Flop E. Bunny Egg Hunt activities at Victory Park. Children were 
invited to climb into the police car and fire vehicles and talk to the officers when they weren’t busy hunting for candy by age groups 
and getting their pictures taken with the Bunny. More than 300 people attended the annual free event put on by the Belleville Central 
Business Community.

Taking part in Saturday’s Flop E. Bunny Egg 
Hunt gathering at Victory Park were Caryn 
and Steve Wilson and their daughter Sarah 
of Van Buren Township. Wilson is a retired 
Belleville High School teacher and earned a 
reputation for managing a very active video 
club that produced a vibrant educational cable 
channel 19, with live and recorded school 
board meetings. In those days, Wilson also 
spent a few hours each week at Van Buren 
Township to produce a lively cable channel 
12 with many original programs.

Lou Kovach happy with 
out-of-court settlement 
with Van Buren Twp.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Louis Kovach’s battle with Van Buren 
Township over lot splits is over – and he 
couldn’t be happier.
   Kovach said Van Buren Township 
Supervisor Linda Combs stepped in when 

negotiations were at 
a standstill to settle 
the disagreement out 
of court and end the 
lawsuit.
   On Feb. 28 Wayne 
County Circuit Court 
Judge John H. Gillis, 
Jr. signed a consent 
judgment between 

Louis Kovach and the Charter Township of 
Van Buren that provided lot splits for his 
property that was the former Coy Kendall 
Greenhouse land.
   The property, several parcels of land at 
the northwest corner of the intersection of 
Bemis and Martinsville roads, was owned 
by Homer and Jean Morris before Homer’s 
death and now is owned by Kovach.
   Kovach said former Planning and 
Economic Development Director Bryce 
Kelley had drawn up a plan for the splitting 
of these properties that included several 
“flag lots” that Kelley said wouldn’t be a 
problem.
   After Kelley left VBT employment and 
Homer Morris died those flag lots became 
a big problem.
   On May 1, 2012 Kovach submitted an 
application to the VBT Parcel Division 
board (composed of Terry Carroll, Linda 
Stevenson, and Tom MacDonald) proposing 
to divide a 9.357 acre parcel into 5 parcels, 
including 3 “flag lots.”
   On May 8, 2012 the Parcel Division 
Board denied Kovach’s application.
   Kovach filed a complaint on June 12, 2012 
seeking a Writ of Mandamus compelling 

Kovach

By Diane Madigan
Independent Special Writer

   The Belleville Area District Library 
Board will get updates on new appraisal 
figures for the DNR site and the house next 
door at its next regular meeting at 7 p.m. 
April 9.
   But, it will be delivered in closed-door 
session at the end of the meeting, so the 
public won’t get to share those figures.
   Bob Vogt, who was hired by the library to 
appraise the vacant, lakeside DNR property 
north of the bridge and the Spencer house 
next door, recently was asked by the DNR 
for more appraisals.
   They asked for what the house’s land 
would be worth without the house on it and 
how much property along Belleville Lake 

District Library Board to get update 
on DNR site appraisal figures

is worth.
   Those are the figures expected to be 
disclosed to board members April 9.
   The library board has been trying to select 
a site for a proposed future library building 
and the DNR site has been the favorite.
   At the library board’s regular meeting 
March 12, chairwoman Mary Jane Dawson 
said, “They want an idea of basically what 
the dirt would cost without the house on 
the Spencer property.”
   Dawson said she received the report from 
Vogt earlier that day and sent it to library 
attorney John Day.
   Day suggested the board either come 
together at the next regularly scheduled 
meeting or hold a special meeting to discuss 
the information. After much discussion, it 
was decided to wait for the next regular 
meeting.
   In discussing lakeside property, someone 
said there wasn’t much vacant land left 
around Belleville Lake. Board member 
John Juriga said there still is the large Robb 
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Visit www.burhopscollision.com

734-699-3641
Weekdays 8 a.m. – 5 p.m.

Serving the Local Area Since 1946
Loaner Vehicles Available
State Certified Technicians

Deductible Assistance Available
We Work With All Insurance Co.

Limited Lifetime Guarantee
Glass Replacement/Chip Repair

Towing Available

112 Davis Street, Belleville
South of 5-Points parallel with railroad tracks

BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

´CHIMNEYS BUILT -
REPAIRED & CLEANED

´SCREENS INSTALLED

´TUCK POINTING

´ROOFING & GUTTERS

´RESIDENTIAL

´COMMERCIAL

´VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED • INSURED

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

313-292-7722

VarSIty
JacketS

Quality, Non-profit Housing for Seniors 62+

Belleville 575 Sumpter Road
Belleville, MI 48111

Leasing Phone: 734-699-8676
Join Our Waitlist: 1-800-593-3052

Monday - Friday 8:30am-5:30pm

TTD Phone: 1-800-348-7011

Email: seniorhousing@csi.coop
Website: www.csi.coop

“Camaraderie and serenity of mind make ours a happy home!”

Belleville Co-Op Apts.

is 100% Smoke Free

LOOK FOR “THE BIG RED BARN”

Jacobs
Boots &
Saddles
(734) 699-2200

WESTERN & ENGLISH
SADDLES • HATS • BOOTS

ALL AT BARGIN PRICES!
Mon, Tues, Thurs. & Fri.
10am-1pm • 2pm-6pm

Sat. 10am-4pm
11055 Quirk Rd. (N. of I-94)

Belleville, Michigan

PUT OVER 26 YEARS EXPERIENCE TO WORK FOR YOU!

Quality Home
Maintenance Service

Belleville, MI 48111

Licensed
Insured

Visit Our New 
Website @

www.AQHMS.com

Rick Smith
Electrician

Builder
734-968-4509

Kitchens & Baths • Additions • Basements
Decks • Pole Barns • Electrical • Concrete • Docks

EPA Certified for Lead Paint Removal
FREE

ESTIMATES

BELLEVILLE A&W RESTAURANT

148 w. columbia ave. • 699-1800

Like Us
On

Try Our
All New

Mini-Polar Swirls!
Oreo®, M&M's®, Reece's®,

& Cookie Dough
$199Only

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
HOURS:

Mon.-Fri. 8-7 / Sat. 8-6 / Sun. 9-4

458 Main Street / Belleville, MI 48111

£ Lawn Roller
£ Lawn Edger
£ Lawn Aerator
£ Roto-Tiller
£ Sod Lifter
£ Power Rake
£ 6 Cu. Ft. Wheel Barrel

-Belleville-

Hardware & Rental
PHONE: 697-9595

ExpErt
ScrEEn
rEpair
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SECOND FRONT PAGE
By Diane Madigan

Independent Special Writer
   There are trees growing in the unsightly 
fence in the road right of way along 
Belleville Road and that is one of the 
reasons Wayne County Roads Division 
officials are coming out this week to get a 
first-hand look at the situation.
   Complaints about the looks of the 
old fence led the Van Buren Township 
Downtown Development Authority to look 
into its legal status in order to figure out 
what to do about it.
   The fence runs from Harmony Lane north 
to Sunrise and some of the broken-down 
fence has barbed wire on top. There are 11 
property owners involved in that stretch.
   DDA Executive Director Susan Ireland 
said the county now believes the fence was 
put in place in the 1940s by Henry Ford 
around his farm field. Earlier accounts said 
the fence was put in place in the 1960s by a 
housing developer.
   At its March 26 meeting, the DDA was 
told by Ireland that the county would be 
sending a letter to the township about 
removing the fence.
   The day after the meeting, Ireland told 
the Independent a different person at the 
county just informed her they cannot and 
will not send a letter about removal of the 
potentially hazardous fence.
   Ireland said the county told her it will 
remove the fence although it might take 
years. But, they will not remove the trees 
that are growing in the fence.
   At past meetings, the DDA discussed what 
it can do to make that area of its streetscape 
look nicer, including planting more trees 
and putting up a decorative fence.
   James Kosiba, an eighth grade student 
working toward an Eagle Scout rank, has 
volunteered to help with the project.

Election of officers
   At its March 26 meeting, the DDA 
reelected Jere Dolph chairman and Sophie 
Zoller secretary for the year and new DDA 
member Craig Atchinson as vice chairman, 
to take the place of his father Kurt who 
was vice chairman when he retired recently 
from the DDA.

Billboard, promotions
   The DDA agreed to proceed with its 
second-favorite place for a billboard 
on westbound I-94, 3,000 feet east of 
Haggerty Road, which is available June 
3. The DDA’s first choice would not be 
available until 2014.
   Vice Chairman Atchinson, General 
manager of Atchinson Ford on Belleville 
Road, said his company currently has 
two billboards on I-94 and two on I-275. 
He suggested negotiating a price for the  
DDA billboard and artwork. Communication 
Associates Inc.’s quote of $3,000-$3,500 
for a four-week run includes artwork.

Wayne County to come out to investigate unsightly ‘Ford’ fence
   CAI, the DDA’s public relations firm, 
is currently developing a list of 300-500 
contacts to distribute brochures and send 
emails. These contacts include local and 
national commercial real estate brokers, 
tenant representatives, and large and small 
business decision makers.
   The DDA also discussed the line 
“Van Buren Business Pure and Simple” 
which appears on the DDA website, 
communications and brochures. Ireland 
suggested adding, “Invest in Downtown 
Van Buren.”
   DDA member Mark Laginess had a 
problem with the addition.
   “Where is most of what’s in Downtown 
Van Buren today? It’s in the DDA. If we 
happen to attract something someplace 
else, it’s good for the township. The whole 
township benefits,” he said.
   He added that he believed the planning 
department should also incorporate the 
mantra to promote business in general.
   DDA member Ron Blank asked for 
website stats and said he had concerns 
about spending a lot of time and money.

Landscaping
   The DDA accepted the $11,840 bid of 
Pioneer Landscaping to be Belleville 
Roadside Landscaper. This includes 
replacement of 18 trees: 2 Maple trees at 
French Landing Party Store and Walmart, 
6 trees at 5/3 Bank, 1 at Applebee’s, 3 at 
Belleville/Quirk Road triangle, 3 in front 
of Harmony Lane subdivision, 1 in front of 
Twisted Rooster, and 2 in front of Meijer 
gas station. Filled water bags, topsoil and 
mulching are included in this bid and the 
job is to be completed 3 weeks from the 
agreed-upon start date.

Zoo Millage lawsuit
   Ireland reported the judge presiding over 
the Zoo Millage lawsuit has issued a time 
schedule and he wants to issue his opinion 

on or before June 15. She said some bills on 
the issue have been submitted in Lansing.
   Laginess said he believes that new 
legislation signals that the current 
legislation allows the DDA to capture and 
not turn over the revenue.
   According to Wayne County court records, 
there have been 23 actions registered on 
this case in March. Oral arguments are 
scheduled for May 30.

Public Safety Day
   Ireland announced that Van Buren 
Township Public Safety Day has been set 
from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on Aug. 10.
   CAI will assist with initial planning, 
providing flyers, postcard mailers, posters, 
directional signage, press releases before 
and after the event, and photography for 
use on the website, social media, and 
brochure update.

Aerotropolis
   The DDA was informed by Ireland that 
Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano is 
scheduled to attend a quarterly meeting of 
Aerotropolis at the Holiday Inn Express. 
She said he was supposed to attend the last 
Aerotroplis meeting, but didn’t.

Sidewalks
   Ireland reported that sidewalk easement 
talks continue on the I-94 North Service 
drive from Quirk Road east to the shopping 
center.
   Also, letters are being sent out offering 
to purchase sidewalk easements from 
property owners along Belleville Road 
from Tyler Road to 8701 Belleville Road.
   Ireland reported that she has contacted 
DTE with a complete inventory of light 
poles that need maintenance.

Banner arms
   Ireland reported that Rich Keenan, 
president of Old Glory Flags and Flagpoles, 
is negotiating costs with contractors. 
Before replacing all banner arms, Keenan 

would like to do a durability test on five 
arms near the bridge where the winds are 
strongest.
   Laginess circulated photos of fiberglass 
banner arms he took at ESPN Wide World 
of Sports Stadium at Disney World, winter 
home of the Atlanta Braves. Laginess 
watched the Detroit Tigers play the 
Braves.

Ecorse/Belleville Road project
   It was announced that workers were 
preparing to shift traffic for springtime 
work on the Ecorse/Belleville Road 
intersection project.
    Also, Wade Trim’s engineering plan for 
dead-end turn-arounds and enclosing the 
drainage ditches on the south side Ecorse 
Road Service Drives have been sent to the 
county. Upon approval, landscaping plans 
in this area will resume.

Health Care Insurance Plan
   DDA member Carol Bird wanted to 
address a health care insurance plan from 
the township that affects Ireland.
   VBT Supervisor Linda Combs explained 
that the township is currently developing a 
policy that would require salaried personnel 
to pay 10% of their health care insurance 
costs. If approved at the next meeting, the 
policy would take effect May 1, Supervisor 
Combs said.
   “Does the DDA wish to reimburse her for 
that because you have covered her health 
care in the past?” Combs asked.
   “I have an employment agreement with 
the DDA and it includes benefits that are 
afforded to township employees,” Ireland 
said.
   The DDA agreed to postpone this issue 
until there is action by the township board.
   Absent from the March 26 DDA meeting 
were Robert Bechtel, who was excused, 
and Joe Baskin. The Independent reporter 
was the only person in the audience.

Photo courtesy of Jimmi Chapman
This picture, circa 1930, shows an aerial view of French Landing Dam and the bridge, in the foreground, that now is the focus of a water 
project in Van Buren Township. The concrete bridge was constructed in 1920 to carry East Huron River Drive traffic across the Huron 
River. That bridge has been closed to all traffic for years. Now, VBT officials are considering what to do about the deteriorating bridge 
that still carries an important township water line across the river.
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   One of our readers got a brief email that 
said it was from the U.S. Social Security 
Administration. It was a notification that she 
must update her social security information 
in their database for verification and must 
click on the line to update her details now.
   “Failure to verify your social security 
information will stop your social security 
benefits,” it said.
   Our reader said she knew it was a scam, 
but she is concerned about how senior 
citizens might get frightened by the threat 
to stop getting their social security check 
– and click on the line the scammer sent to 
get information to steal from the targets.
   The Social Security Administration does 
not send you emails – and doesn’t threaten 
you by email. Delete all such notices. If 
the SSA wants to get your attention, they’ll 
send you a letter.

***
   You may remember the young man who 
got in trouble for filing a false police report 
in Van Buren Township after some hungry 
kids took the pizza he was delivering 
and ran. He said he was robbed because, 
apparently, he was supposed to get the 
money first before he handed over the 
pizza and he didn’t follow his employer’s 
procedure.
   He made a stupid decision and he was 
charged and went to court March 26.
   Judge Bill Szlinis, who was filling in 
for Judge Green after her husband died, 
handled the case at 34th District Court and 
gave the delivery person a $300 fine and 
6 months to behave himself before it is 
wiped off his record.
   He could have had up to 90 days in jail 
and a $500 fine.

   I understand the pizza money involved 
was $16. The pizza delivery guy is in 
college and couldn’t afford to dig into his 
pocket to pay for the pizza.
   The young people who ordered the pizza 
when they knew they couldn’t pay for it, 
who grabbed the pizza and ran, and who ate 
the pizza were not charged with anything. 
‘Tis a mystery.

***
   Willow Run Airport is seeking to expand 
its operations over a ten-year period to 
help attract developers to the Aerotropolis 
region between Willow Run and Detroit 
Metro Airport -- which is mostly Van 
Buren Township.
   There’s also the ex-General Motors 
Willow Run plant that needs developers.
   In an announcement this week, the airport 
officials said Willow Run expects to seek 
$182 million in changes to its runways 
and infrastructure to become an even more 
important cargo and charter airport.
   The airport already has received $18 
million from the FAA to help rebuild 
the northern half of the main runway. 
Construction on the $20 million project is 
expected to begin in May and run through 
mid November.
   To completely reconstruct the main 
runway, the airport needs another $23 
million.
   When all the upgrades are done, “This 
will allow us to go anywhere in the world 
with freight,” said Sean Brosnan, airport 

director.
***

   There were only four Bunnies on Main 
Street in downtown Belleville this year, 
so it probably will be the last year for this 
event. This year they were put up facing 
Main Street in the 
gardens at the Fourth 
Street Square and 
looked as cute as can 
be. Other years there 
were enough to put up 
and down the street.

***
   That bright, shiny, red vehicle in the left-
hand corner of the picture on today’s front 
page is one of the two military Humvees 
that the City of Belleville received free of 
charge. The one in the picture is the vehicle 
the fire department got and had painted and 
readied for use. It sure does look pretty.
   The police department Humvee is still in 
camouflage paint.

***
   At Monday’s work/study session of the 
VBT Board of Trustees, Trustee Reggie 
Miller asked what the township was doing 
about a public safety director, since Carl 
McClanahan had resigned. Supervisor 
Linda Combs said the board has to meet on 
that, since she doesn’t have a consensus on 
whether they want a public safety director 
or a police chief.   

***

Editorial

VBT Police, Fire 
working together
   At about 10 p.m. Monday, Van Buren 
Township fire fighters were called to a 
major house fire on Florence Street in 
Homestead subdivision, north of Ecorse.
   VBT fire fighters called for mutual aid 
from Romulus, Canton, and Belleville. No 
one was injured, but it was a long night of 
fire fighting. Fire Chief Dan Besson said he 
got home at 4 a.m. Tuesday.
   VBT Interim Public Safety Director Greg 
Laurain said he was called to the fire, too. 
He told everyone at Tuesday’s VBT board 
meeting that police officers pitched in to 
help fire fighters.
   Laurain explained some of his new 
policies that require police to help with the 
hydrants and hoses at fires.
   He said 31 years ago the VBT Police Chief 
required his officers, including Laurain, 
to respond to fire scenes to pull hoses off 
the truck, open and flush fire hydrants and 
direct traffic.
   “We brought it back, 30 years later,” 
Laurain said.
   There were other new cooperative policies 
discussed, including having cross-trained 
police officers carrying their fire suits in 
the trunks of their police cars, so they can 
help at fires if they are not tied up fighting 
crime.
   Laurain explained the officer would be 
paid his police wage and not the higher 
blended rate since he was on the job as a 
“public safety officer.” Sounds good to us.
   Congratulations to the public safety 
leaders for putting their expertise together 
to better serve the VBT community.
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• SALES
• SERVICE
• REPAIRS

All Makes & Models
Specialize: Kenmore, Whirlpool, G.E.
used machines for sale 

with guarantee!

(734) 697-7222
19636 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111

Fraternal
Order of
Eagles

HALL & PAVILION
RENTAL AVAILABLE

9961 Beck Road
Belleville, MI

Weekday and Weekend Rate
Catering Available

Bartending Service Provided

699-8836 (after 12 noon)

Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

Spring into Our Father’s Child Care ... 
where our love for children shines right 

through our windows... into the community.
Our Father’s Child Care

111 South Street
734-697-2985
DHS assistance accepted.

Ask about meals and snacks. Full - Part Time.
Hours: 5:30 a.m. to

(11 p.m. for prescheduled hours only)
“Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of 

God, that he may exalt you in due time, casting all your 
care upon Him, for He cares for you.” - (Peter 35: 6-7)

Aluminum, Brass, Cast Iron, Copper, Steel, 
Appliances, Automotive Parts, Computer Equipment

Container Service, Pick Up, Delivery and Demo 
Clean-Out Service Available!

Michigan Metal Recycling, Inc.
175 Rawsonville Rd., Belleville, MI

(Old Rawsonville Rd. off Michigan Ave.)
www.michmetal.com

Call for Scale Pricing 734-485-0481

We Purchase All Types
OF FERROUS & NON-FERROUS

SCRAP METAL$$ $$

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Socrates

"By all means marry; if you get a good wife,
you'll become happy; if you get a bad one,

you'll become a philosopher."

Here’s some easy tips
to preserve our health
To the Editor:
   Considering our water, mold and strange 
plant growth situation in Belleville, I 
thought we might want to talk about what 
we can do in our homes to help ourselves 
feel better.
   Changing the products that we buy can 
be overwhelming when we start to read the 
ingredients on our personal care items and 
food labels. The price tags on some more 
natural products are higher, but very worth 
it.
   Slow, more permanent change, is better 
than throwing everything out and starting 
over.
   A quick fix is to add some oil to the hair 
and skin care products we already have. 
The Dollar Store sells hot oil tubes in a red 
and silver box. The label says for hair, but 
it’s also good for skin and it doesn’t have 
to be heated up.
   Glycerin bar soap is good in place of 
body wash and hand soap. Keep a bowl of 
drinking water in the kitchen and bathroom 
for washing hands.
   Blood circulation for some of us now is 
a major concern.  Keep the blood flowing 
from the heart all the way to your fingers 
and toes. Rub some of that oil on your 
nails. Wiggle your toes. Put hand lotion on 
your feet daily, too.
   A stress ball for each hand is good anytime. 
If your hands and feet become warm and 
tingle, try Noxema clay mask on them. It 
has bentonite clay. It’s a big relief.
   Lower-salt diets are very important, too. 
A good combination for spicing our food 
is onion powder (antibiotic), garlic powder 
(circulation), sage (antiseptic) and pepper 
(my gramma liked it). I’ve been mixing 
them together and putting it on most 
everything.

   We can eat more chicken, turkey and 
fish and less beef, pork and shrimp. More 
whole grains and less colors and things we 
can’t pronounce.
   Maybe add vitamin E, calcium, C & D. 
A good diet book is “The Doctor’s Pocket 
Calorie, Fat and Carbohydrate Counter” by 
Allan Borushek. Especially read the front 
and back.
   I’m still confused about what water to 
drink. I chose distilled this time. Whoever 
investigated what water to drink, please let 
us know.
Love, Peggy Peterson
Sumpter Township

P.S. To the Independent: Thank you for 
your helpful hints and be careful out there.
From Webster’s New World Dictionary, 
2nd College Edition: diet … daily food 
allowance, way of life, regimen.

Belleville Area Chamber 
of Commerce sets Road 
Rally II for April 27
 

   The Tour de Belleville Road Rally II will 
be held Saturday, April 27, starting at 1 
p.m. at Edward Jones, 6093 Rawsonville 
Road.
   This second-annual event is sponsored 
by the Belleville Area Chamber of 
Commerce. Tickets are on sale for $30 per 
person, which includes food. There will be 
destination games and raffles.
   Chamber Executive Director Karen 
LaBelle said, “This is a fun-filled event 
and a test of skill on public roads across 
our community.
   “It challenges teams of competitors 
composed of drivers and navigators. Along 
the route are checkpoints with teams being 
scored on puzzle solving and getting to all 
the destinations,” she said.
   For more information, call the Chamber 
at 697-7151 or email LaBelle at klabelle@
bellevilleareachamber.org .

Birthdays
   April 1 – Joann Posegay
   April 4 – Lillieann Floriana
   April 8 – Johnny Vawters
   April 11 – Geraldine Smith
   April 12 – Jalen Burnett, Hannah 
Laginess
   April 15 – Rick Booth, Heather 
McArthur
   April 22 – Elliot Sala, Sarah Atwood
   April 23 – Rhonda Bradley
   April 27 – Jon Booth
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EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
152 Main St., Ste. 11, Belleville, MI 48111

Belleville Area Independent
April 4, 2013

AUTO • TRUCK • RV REPAIRS
Oil Changes • Brakes • Engine Diagnostics

Tune Ups • DOT Inspections
Family Owned & Operated
superior307@gmail.com

(734) 697-5811
307 Davis St.

Belleville

OPEN
Mon.-Thurs.  8-6

Friday  8-5

BUSINESS HOURS
Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. & Sat.

9am - 5pm
Thurs.  10am - 5pm

Evenings by appointment.

Where you are paws-itivily special
to us!

With This Ad - Full Grooms
10% OFF!

For First Time Clients

Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

We offer:
  • Pre-School
  • Experienced Staff
  • Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

34 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.

41505 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville 48111

is now accepting children ages 2 1/2 to
12 yrs. for enrollment.

belleville presbyterian church
11900 Belleville Rd., Belleville

Worship  Service Sunday: 10:00 a.m.
Children Sunday School • Nursery Available

Rev. Gregory Zurakowski (Pastor)
(734) 697-8687 • www.bellevillepresbyterian.org

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

VISIT OUR PET ADOPTION EVENT APRIl 13 AT THE 
PET EMPORIUM, 2394 E. STADIUM, ANN ARBOR

Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Monday:  Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:30pm (Sept. through March)
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 7:00pm • Children/Teen/College & Career - 7:00pm
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

POWER CENTRE CHURCH INTERNATIONAL
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI

Worship Services: 8:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m.
Pastors: Jeffrey & Carmela Richardson

Facebook.com/Powercentrechurch
Phone: (734) 697-7705

Dog Boarding
Regency Kennels

(734) 699-7338
or visit us @

850 Savage Rd., Belleville 734-679-3902 or      734-697-4835
Cell                                                    Home

Teens advised ‘Kelsey’s 
Law’ is now in effect on 
Michigan’s roadways

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Local teenagers are advised that on March 28 
one of the many new Michigan laws that went 
into effect that day targets them.
   Belleville Police Chief Gene Taylor said 
Kelsey’s Law makes it illegal for young drivers 
with restricted licenses to use a cell phone while 
behind the wheel.
   He wants to make sure all the teens who flock 
into Belleville High School each morning and 
out each afternoon are aware of the law.
   The state law is named after Kelsey Raffaele 
of Sault Ste. Marie, who was 17 years old when 
she died in a cell-phone related car accident in 
2010.
   According to the law, teens with restricted 
licenses won’t be able to use a cell phone while 
driving.
   Violations are civil infractions, but it’s a primary 
offense, so police can pull a young driver over 
without any other cause.
   There are some exceptions. The law doesn’t 
apply to a voice-operated, hands-free system 
integrated into a vehicle. It doesn’t apply to 
reporting a traffic accident, medical emergency, 
serious road hazard, situations in which a driver’s 
personal safety is in jeopardy, or a crime.
   The law affects Level 1 and Level 2 drivers 
under the state’s graduated licensing system. 
Level 1 is a learner’s license with the most 
restrictions; Level 2 drivers have restrictions 
on the number of passengers and on nighttime 
driving.
   A teen must be at least 17 and have at least 
six months of driving experience at Level 2 to 
qualify for a Level 3 or unrestricted driver’s 
license.
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District Library
(continued from page 1)

Obituaries

Upcoming Meetings

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager • Shelly A. Brown, Director • Richard L. Willick, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.davidCbrownfh.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

1982 201331st Anniversary

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

www.janowiakfuneralhome.com19865 Sumpter Rd. • Belleville• (734) 699-6000
Scott R. Beard- Manager

NOW OPEN IN SUMPTER TOWNSHIP!
At Janowiak Funeral Home, we’ve been serving the greater 
Ypsilanti area since 1939. Now we’re in your neighborhood with 
the opening of our second location on Sumpter Road, minutes 
from Downtown Belleville, and with it comes our promise...

To provide you and your family with a level of service, 
commitment, and respect that is second to none. Anything less 

is not acceptable. Let us show you.
Simplified Burial & Cremation Packages to Select From.

TIMOTHY C. WILSON
(April 22, 1964 - March 27, 2013) 
Age 48 of Ypsilanti. Survived by parents Jessie 
and Ruth Wilson; three brothers, Keith, Kenneth, 
and Michael. Services were April 2 at First Free 
Will Baptist Church, Ypsilanti. Arrangements 
by Stark Funeral Service.

Farm on the east end of the lake.
   Dawson said the library also wants to set 
up a meeting with Van Buren Township 
officials and DNR representatives to 
discuss the site, since some of the township 
officials, including Supervisor Linda 
Combs, are new and weren’t involved in 
previous talks.
   Juriga pointed out that VBT Trustee Jeff 
Jahr and Treasurer Sharry Budd have been 
involved.
   The Independent asked what has been 
done to move the DNR property from 
the Recreational Trust to the Fishery 
Department, since a proposed library would 
share the site with fishermen. Dawson said 
that can’t be done until there is some type 
of agreement to swap property.
   Dawson said they are dealing with the 
DNR’s Appraisal Department now and 
they didn’t find out until last August that 
they had to go through the Appraisal 
Department first.
   In other business at the 56-minute March 
12 meeting, the library board:
   • Approved accepting the continuing 
deposit security agreement as written. At 
the last library meeting there was concern 
about the district library bank account 
exceeding the $250,000 FDIC limits. Asst. 
Director Mary Jo Suchy and Accountant 
Ron Traskos went to Chase Bank to set up 
a collateralized account. Suchy explained 
that in collateralized accounts, Chase uses 
a third party to monitor the balances and 
security accounts, pledging US Treasury 
bills, notes and bonds as collateral. 
The bank pays all costs associated with 
collateral accounts saving the library 
$1,454 per year in service fees. Currently 
the district library receives .02% rate on 
savings. Juriga suggested using another 
bank or credit union for amounts over 
$250,000. Treasurer Elaine Gutierrez 
agreed the board has to be more fiscally 
intelligent once the library gets a bond with 
hundreds of thousands of dollars moving 
in. Doing investment securities is higher 

federally insured, she said;
   • Thanked the Van Buren Civic Fund for 
its grant of $6,450 towards the purchase of 
two AWE children’s learning stations that 
cost $7,400. Each learning center offers 80 
software programs, touch screens, colored 
keyboards, and small mouses for small 
hands. According to the AWE website, the 
stations enable children to learn how to 
learn;
   • Learned City of Belleville resident 
Conrad Welsing has agreed to help the 
Marketing Committee develop a mission 
statement and a marketing plan. Welsing 
is a retired marketing director for Detroit 
Public Library and also taught marketing 
at Wayne State University. The Marketing 
Committee is made up of Juriga, Gutierrez, 
Michael Boelter, Library Director Debra 
Green, and Deputy Director Suchy;
   • Learned there has been a big response 
to the new Literacy Project, with about 
24 tutors showing up to be trained. The 
project uses the library meeting room on 
Tuesdays, except when the district library 
board meets. Boelter and his wife Kelly 
have committed to the program for a year 
and will be trained to do the initial learner 
assessments with part-time librarian Dan 
Lodge, who is directing the program. 
Nakenya Yarbrough volunteered to assist 
with organizational tasks. The initial 
training is 15 hours and started March 19. 
The tutors will be trained before the project 
reaches out to seek learners; and
   • Was informed that Library Week is 
April 14 - 20. During the whole month of 
April the library will be promoting Food 
for Fines for Gleaners. With the exception 
of lost books, any late fines or fees up to $5 
can be forgiven with donations of canned 

foods.
   The audience for the March 12 meeting of 
the district library board consisted of three 
members of the Press and no residents.

Belleville Council 
approves $15,000 for 
water valve installation

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At a 12-minute meeting on Monday, the 
Belleville City Council approved spending 
up to $15,000 to get a new 12-inch water 
valve installed because the present one is 
squirting water.
   DPS Director Keith Boc said when his 
men were working at Five Points on a 
recent water problem, they turned off the 
water at the railroad track on South Street.
   When they turned it back on, water started 
squirting out of the gasket. Boc said the 
city has a replacement valve, but his crew 
was unable to isolate the valve for a repair 
or replacement.
   He said the work requires a company 
to place stops on each side of the valve to 
stop the water flow so a new valve can be 
installed.
   Cost is $4,000-$5,000 per side, for a total 
of some $10,000.
   He said the city has used WaterTAP 
before for specialized work. The company 
will put a tap on each side of the work, 
installed electronically.

   The valve is very heavy, Boc said, noting 
the work will take two days: one day for 
preparation and one day for replacement of 
the valve.
   He said the manhole is deep and all the 
block has to be dismantled and removed in 
order to put the valve in place.
   Blue Ribbon will also work on the project, 
at a cost of about $5,000, Boc said.
   He said the work will not cause interruption 
in water service to any city customers.
   The project will be on the shoulder of 
South Street on the Five Points side of the 
railroad track and should not interfere with 
traffic.
   In other business, the council considered 
the $64,670.59 in accounts payable.
   Before voting, the council discussed a 
$884.06 bill from SMART to fix the senior 
bus. There was no backup information on the 
repair, but the work was done in November 
and the bill was dated in December, so the 
council decided to pay the bill and then get 
information on the repair.
   Councilman Brian Blackburn was absent 
and excused from the meeting.

   • Tuesday, April 9 – VBT September Days 
Senior Center Endowment Committee, 11 a.m. 
Also, VBT LDFA, 2 p.m. VBT Recreation 
Committee, 5:30 p.m. Also, Sumpter Township 
workshop at 6 p.m., followed by regular 
meeting at 6:30 p.m. Also, Belleville Area 
District Library Board, 7 p.m. Also, VBT Board 
of Zoning Appeals, 7 p.m.
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online at www.beltonehearingaid.com.

BA
I

Hours:
Mon.–Fri.
9aM - 5pM
Closed Wed.

20830 Telegraph Rd.
BRownsTown
734-365-7367

889 sumpter Rd.
Belleville
734-732-4394

Hours:
Mon.–Fri.
9aM - 5pM

THurs.
1pM - 5pM
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Beverage Purchase Required for Each Meal. No Coupon Necessary.

Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc., 9800 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

(734)

697-9161www.atchinson.net

Atchinson Ford is proud to
announce the addition of

Estill Martinez to our sales staff. 
He would like to welcome all his 

previous customers to visit him for 
a New or Used vehicle. Call Estill 
at (734) 697-2217 or e-mail him at 

emartinez@atchinsonford.net.

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
Demolition work has begun on Elwell Elementary School in Sumpter Township, with many 
of the walls removed so people can see inside the building. This photo was taken on Tuesday 
morning. It is reported the playscape, swings and slides still in the Elwell playground will 
be taken to Rawsonville Elementary School for use by the children there.



Page �� Belleville Area Independent/April 4, 2013April 4, 2013/Belleville Area Independent� Page �

“I think a newspaper should be
provocative, stir ‘em up, but you can’t 
do that on television. It’s just not on.”

— Rupert Murdoch

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $9.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $6.50 - $7.00

10% OFF

HourS
Mon.-THurS. 11aM-10pM

FrI. 11aM - 11pM
SaT. 12pM-11pM
Sun. 12pM-10pM

(734) 699-1550

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

Dine-in Or Carry Out
Chinese & american Food

BUDwEISEr BOTTLES - $2, wINE AvAILABLE!

CHIna KIng Coupon
Coupon ExpIrES 4-30-13

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

Where you’ll find the most unique collection
of gifts for your family and friends.

Cards
Home Decor
Heritage Lace
Baby
Inspirational Throws
Swan Creek Candles
Country Home Creations Dip Mixes

Remembrance Collection
Music Boxes
Porcelain Dolls
Baptism/Christening Gifts
Military/Armed Forces Decor

Gift
CertifiCateS

HOURS:
Tues., Thurs. & Fri.

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday

Noon - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

and Monday

Marti’s Gift Gallery
668 E. Huron River Drive

Belleville, MI 48111     734-699-GIFT

*Limit 1 per visit.

25% OFF 1 ITEM IN THE STORE w/AD*

541 E. Huron River Dr.
Belleville, MI

734-697-8533 Absolute Auto Care Coupon • Expires March 30, 2013.BAI

with coupon • Not valid with any other offer.

$4995
MOVING SALE SPECIAL

We've Moved & expanded our
Facility to Serve you Better!
now located in Former Belleville transmission.
towing Service available. Bring in your used oil For Free!

FRONT END
ALIGNMENT

Includes Free Spring Inspection.

SPRING SPECIAL: 10% OFF C.P. LABOR!
All Insurance Companies

Lifetime Guarantee
Deductible Assist
Rental Car Assist

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass

Motorcycle& Watercraft

FREE
LOANER CAR

With this Coupon
Call for Details

Belleville Fire Fighters, 
Auxiliary, CERT raise 
Autism Awareness funds
 

   On Tuesday, the Belleville Fire Fighters 
Association, Belleville Fire Auxiliary and 
members of the tri-community Community 
Emergency Response Team [CERT] were 
out on Main Street asking people to put 
money in fire boots to raise funds for 
Autism Awareness.
   April is Autism Awareness Month.
   Belleville Fire Lieutenant Chris Zweng 
said 100% of all money raised will be 
donated to AutismSpeaks.org.
   Lt. Zweng said the boot drive was a huge 

success and the Belleville groups will 
continue collecting donations throughout 
the month of April through cans placed in 
local downtown businesses.
   “Just look for the puzzle piece can to 
make a donation and give a big thanks to 
the owners for supporting a great cause,” 
Lt. Zweng said.
   Fire Fighter Brian Blackburn, who is 
also a member of the City Council, and Lt. 
Zweng both have children with autism. 
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(517) 676-9800
www.sheridanauctionservice.com

3.14± Acres, Barn, Greenhouses

48560 Martz Road, Belleville, MI 48111
Van Buren Township, Wayne County

Open House: April 10th & 16th (11am-12pm)

BIDDING ENDS AT 1PM
6.84± Acres, Home, Barn

32100 Prescott Road, Romulus, MI 48174
Huron Charter Township, Wayne County

Open House: April 10th & 16th (12:30-1:30pm)

BIDDING ENDS AT 2PM

9.68± Acres & 5 Greenhouses
Bid on tracts individually or in combination

12100 Grames Road, Milan, MI 48160
London Township, Monroe County

Open House: April 10th & 16th (2-3pm)

BIDDING ENDS AT 3PM

3 ONLINE ONLY AUCTIONS
 Wednesday, April 17th

Belleville

Romulus

Romulus

Milan

Have You Considered

Moving into a new HoMe?
SPRING IS The PeRfecT TIme!

We are offering finance programs and incentives for all types of credit.

Or visit our website:  www.FranklinHomeSales.com/VB

Have you thought about 
living in a manufactured 

home but didn’t want to buy 
one. Check out our lease 

with option to buy program.

“Like” Van Buren Estates
Manufactured Home Community on

Facebook and stay up to date on our
newest homes and incentives!

No Security Deposit! Right Now, We Are Offering
New 2 & 3 Bedroom Homes To Lease to Own!
Country setting. Minutes from Downtown Belleville & freeways. Lincoln Schools ~ Pet Friendly!

   St. Vincent DePaul of Belleville has had a 
recent surge of people seeking emergency 
help: Homeless families, battered women 
and those displaced by fires within the 
communities of Belleville, Van Buren, and 
Sumpter.
   The charitable organization, based at 
St. Anthony Catholic Church, needs more 
funds to provide food, medical/dental care, 
clothing, furniture, beds/bedding, utilities, 
rent, and home repairs.
   That’s why they have put together their 
First Annual Basketball Tournament that 
will be held at 7 p.m., Friday, April 19, at 
the brand-new gymnasium at Belleville 
High School.
   The basketball teams will be made up of 
members of the Belleville, Van Buren, and 
Sumpter police and fire departments.
   If you get your tickets early, adult tickets 
are $8 for adults.  At the door, they are $10. 
Children ages 5 to 10 are $5 in advance and 
$7 at the door. Children 12 and under must 
be accompanied by an adult.
   Price of the ticket includes entry in a half-
time raffle.
   So far, the raffle prizes include restaurant 
gift cards, gift baskets, oil changes, car 
washes, hair salon services, tanning, pizza, 
auto detailing, gym membership, and bikes 
for kids. More prizes are coming in.
   Tickets are available at: Mammoth 
Video, Garden Fantasy, The Lunch Box 

and Charhouse in Belleville, Sumpter Ace 
Hardware, and 5 Star Pizza/Market in 
Sumpter.
      Gina Simpson, St. Vincent DePaul 
Fundraiser Coordinator, said, “One 
hundred percent of every dollar we receive 
from this event will go right back to the 
communities to help those in need.”
   For more information, call Simpson at 
734-644-3508.

St. Vincent DePaul sets basketball 
tourney to help local people in need

Belleville Area Chamber 
to hear Robert Ficano
at April 11 luncheon
 

   Wayne County Executive Robert Ficano 
will be a guest speaker at the Belleville 
Area Chamber of Commerce’s member 
luncheon meeting on Thursday, April 11.
   The luncheon will be at the Holiday Inn 
Express, 46194 N. I-94 Service Dr., Van 
Buren Township.
   Ficano will discuss Aerotopolis, as well as 
provide a legislative update. Reservations 
are being taken, with a deadline of April 
8. Member Cost is $15, Non-Members are 
$20.
   To make a reservation, call the 
Chamber at 734-697-7151 or email info@
bellevilleareachamber.org .
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Lou Kovach
(continued from page 1)

“Many a small thing has been made 
large by the right kind of advertising.”

Mark Twain

• Storm Clean Up
• Free Estimates
• Tree Topping & Trimming
• Tree & Shrub Removal
•  Stump Removal • Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts
Call For a PromPt Free estimate

(734) 340-6155
or (734) 485-WOOD

(9663)

50% SPRING dIScouNt
If you keeP wood/
bRuSh! coMPLete

ReMoVAL AVAILAbLe!

KoDiaK
tree serviCe

Serving Belleville,
Canton & WeStern

Wayne County

With Coupon. Action Mechanical Coupon Expires 4-30-13. BAI

off any
repairs10%

-Humidifiers-Water Heaters
-Commercial Refrigeration
-Complete HVAC Service
-Residential & Commercial
-Expert Boiler Service

Call (734) 697-4650

HEATING & COOLING
CTION MECHANICAL

Public Notice
Notice to Creditors

TO ALL CREDITORS:
   The Settlor, Margaret M. Skiba, who 
lived at 14 Menlo Park Drive, Belleville, 
Michigan 48111, died January 10, 2013. 
There is no personal representative of 
the settlor’s estate to whom Letters of 
Administration have been issued.
   Creditors of the decedent are notified that 
all claims against the Margaret M. Skiba 
Trust dated June 11, 2004, as amended, 
will be forever banned unless presented 
to Caythe L. Borieo, Trustee, within four 
months after the date of publication.
   Notice is further given that the Trust will 
thereafter be assigned and distributed to 
the persons entitled to it.

Date: March 25, 2013
Renee M. Szobonya P57265, Attorney
800 W. Grand River
Brighton, MI 48116 (810) 494-7106

Caythe L. Borieo, Trustee
14 Menlo Park Drive
Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 699-6372

Publish: April 4, 2013

the Parcel Division Board to grant the land 
division he requested.

   The township filed an answer to the 
complaint, requesting that the court deny 
the relief requested entirely and enter 
judgment in the township’s favor.
   After months of negotiation, Kovach 
and VBT settled out of court, dismissing 

defendants Carroll, Stevenson, and 
MacDonald from the case.
   The order signed by the judge said this 
was “to avoid further costs and expenses, 
the uncertainty of trial, and to resolve their 
disputes relative to this action without any 
admission of liability on the part of the 
township.”
   Each party agreed to be responsible 
for their own attorney fees, costs and 
expenses.
   Kovach said the township had created 
a “Homer Rule” that changed the property 
zoning into Agricultural Zoning with 
larger minimum sizes and made all the 
land non-compliant to the township’s own 
ordinance.
   At the latest court session, Kovach said 
Judge Gillis said to the VBT attorney, 
“You have been causing this guy trouble 
and if you don’t change I will act on his 
request.”
   Kovach said VBT attorney David Greco 
replied, “These are the zoning rules” and 
the judge replied, “Change the zoning 
rules.”
   “I wanted the Homer Plan,” Kovach 
explained. “When I started, all I wanted 
was to get what Homer was promised.
   “I wanted to show Homer could have 
done it, but, unfortunately, he ran out of 
time.
   “I wanted to do this as quickly as possible 
so it doesn’t happen to me,” Kovach said.
   The judge gave them a deadline to come to 
an agreement or he would act on Kovach’s 
request.
   Kovach said there was one day left before 
the judge would do this and his attorney John 
Day called him to a 3:30 p.m. meeting at 
township hall. He said besides his attorney 
and the VBT attorney also present were 
Supervisor Combs, Stevenson, Carroll and 
MacDonald.
   Kovach said he was five minutes late 
and when he entered the room Day was 
explaining to Carroll what the judge was 
going to do the next day.
   “That’s no problem. We’ll just find 
another judge,” said Carroll, according to 
Kovach.
   Kovach said he couldn’t believe what he 
was hearing, but bit his tongue and didn’t 
comment.
   Instead he said, “Let’s talk about the Grand 
Compromise, the Consent Judgment.”
   Kovach said there was a suggestion to 
divide Kovach’s land into nine pieces.
   Kovach said he had asked for 11 pieces 
and asked why they said nine.
   He said the answer was: “You’re not 
giving up anything and we’re giving up 

everything.”
   At that point Kovach recalls he said to 
his attorney, “John, I think we’re meeting 
them in court tomorrow.” He started to get 
out of his chair to leave, when Supervisor 
Combs asked him to please wait.
   “I want to resolve this for you,” she said 
and they worked to come up with Option 3. 
Kovach said the parcel division was drawn 
up by attorney Day and this split was more 
orderly and had no flag lots.
   His original request was for 11 buildable 
lots and Option 3 had 10 places. One large 
parcel includes Kovach’s residence and 
has a large, swampy area in the back of the 
property.
   “In the end, we lost one building lot,” 
Kovach said.
   Kovach credits Combs with solving the 
disagreement. He said before the August 
Primary Election, Combs came to see him 
with the Independent stories about his fight 
to get his property split.
   Kovach said Combs told him if she gets 
elected she will settle the dispute and come 
up with a compromise.
   “Why compromise if you’re right? What 
did I do wrong?” he said he asked her. 
“What did Homer do wrong?
   “We’re just trying to make happen what 
was promised,” Kovach said.
   Kovach worked against the reelection of 
Supervisor Paul White who he blamed for 
his lot split troubles and put signs up on 
the property against White, one of which is 
still in place.
   Kovach said he is thinking of cleaning 
up the back acreage on this property and 
growing an orchard for Homer.
   “I hope there is a Heaven and they can 
see down. Both my father and Homer can 
see I did something good,” he said.
   Kovach said the attempt to split the 
property has been going on for years and, 
“It’s really been Homer’s hope.”
   He said now he can sell the lots and maybe 
in five years when the economy breaks 
families can build homes in the country.
   The VBT Board had had several closed-
door sessions to discuss the law suit, the 
most recent one after a work/study session 
on Feb. 19, 12 days after the court was 
advised the case was settled and closed.
   At the regular board meeting later on 
Feb. 19 the board voted 6-1 to approve its 
attorney’s recommendation on the case, 
with Trustee Regina Miller casting the 
only nay vote. There was no discussion 
and no announcement that the case had 
been settled.
   On March 15 Supervisor Combs told the 
Independent that Kovach and his attorney, 
John Day, were very good to work with 
and, “We all had the same goal.”
   Combs said the settlement was good for 
both sides.
   Former Supervisor White reviewed the 
settlement and said he was comfortable 
with the new splits agreed upon. He said he 
believes it will reasonably meet state law 
on land division splits.
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Sumpter Township  Public Notice

Charter Township of
Van Buren Public Notice

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

SERVICES

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT
CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

Call FIRST CLASS LANDSCAPING
(734) 699-4711

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
YEAR RouND SERvICES
Weekly Mowing, Aerations, 
De-Thatching, Seed & Sod, 

Tree, Brush & Stump Removal 
And Much More!

www.FIRSTCLASSLANDSCAPING.net

Take Advantage of Early Bird Rates!

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF
VAN BUREN

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 27, 2013

Supervisor Combs called the meeting to order 
at 3:04 p.m. in the Board Room. Present: 
Supervisor Combs, Clerk Wright, Treasurer 
Budd and Trustee Jahr.  Absent: Trustee Hart 
(excused), Trustee McClanahan (excused) and 
Trustee Miller (excused). Others in attendance: 
Secretary Cline and an audience of one (1).
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Budd moved, 
Wright seconded to approve the agenda as 
presented. Carried.
CLOSED SESSION: None.
NEW BUSINESS: Wright moved, Budd 
seconded to accept American Federation 
of State, County and Municipal Employees 
(AFSCME) contract extension (one year) to 
December 31, 2015. Carried.
ADJOURNMENT: Budd moved, Wright 
seconded to adjourn at 3:11 p.m. Carried.
Respectfully submitted,	
Leon Wright, Township Clerk	
Linda H. Combs, Township Supervisor
Publish: April 4, 2013

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF
VAN BUREN

SPECIAL BOARD MEETING MINUTES
MARCH 25, 2013

Supervisor Combs called the meeting to order 
at 4:03 p.m. in the Board Room. Present: 
Supervisor Combs, Clerk Wright, Treasurer 
Budd, Trustee Jahr, Trustee McClanahan and 
Trustee Miller. Absent: Trustee Hart (excused). 
There was an audience of one (1).
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Budd moved, 
Wright seconded to approve the agenda as 
presented. Carried.
CLOSED SESSION: To be held in the Denton 
Room to discuss attorney’s recommendation 
regarding pending litigation case 12-01279-
CD.
Wright moved McClanahan seconded to 
recess to Closed Session to discuss attorney’s 
recommendation regarding pending litigation 
case 12-01279-CD. Roll Call Vote. Yeas: Miller, 
McClanahan, Jahr, Budd, Wright and Combs. 
Nays: None. Absent: Hart (excused).  Carried.
There being no further discussion, the Special 
Board meeting was recessed to Closed Session 
at 4:08 p.m.
The Special Board meeting was reconvened at 
5:20 p.m.  
NEW BUSINESS: Miller moved, Jahr 
seconded to recuse Trustee McClanahan from 
New Business Item #1 “Consider approval of the 
attorney’s recommendation regarding pending 
litigation case 12-01279-CD.”  Carried. 
Wright moved, Budd seconded to accept the 
attorney’s recommendation regarding pending 
litigation case 12-01279-CD. Roll Call Vote.  
Yeas: Budd, Wright and Combs. Nays: Miller 
and Jahr. Abstain: McClanahan. Absent: Hart 
(excused). Carried.
ADJOURNMENT: Miller moved, Jahr 
seconded to adjourn at 5:23 p.m. Carried.
Respectfully submitted,
Leon Wright, Township Clerk	
Linda H. Combs, Township Supervisor
Publish: April 4, 2013

Charter Township of
Van Buren Public Notice

NOTICE OF LAST DAY OF REGISTRATION OF ELECTORS OF
SUMPTER TOWNSHIP

WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

ALL ELECTORS ARE HEREBY GIVEN NOTICE a Special Airport School Election 
will be held in Sumpter Township on Tuesday, May 7, 2013.

Electors who wish to vote in the special election must be registered no later than April 
8, 2013.  To register, visit any secretary of state branch office, the county clerk’s office 
or local clerk’s office.

If you wish to register at local clerk’s office the hours are 9 am to 4 pm Monday thru 
Friday. 

Sumpter Township Clerk
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr.
23480 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111-9600
734-461-6201

Publish:  April 4, 2013

------------
LOCAL HANDYMAN - SOME 
Jobs too LARGE - NO JOB too 
SMALL. Residential Snow Plowing.                 
LICENSED & REFERENCES.           
(734) 765-9224                            TFN

------------
C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions  
Discount Prices     -     Guaranteed!         
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

------------ 
HANDYMAN  -  Carpenter, Custom 
decks, Painting, Power washing & 
Roofing.  Anything at all.  Call and Check.  
Cheap & Honest.  (702) 499-0356         4/25

------------
DEPENDABLE LAWN SERVICE.  
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL.  
Lawn Cutting - Spring Clean-Up - 
Aerating -Mulch - Shrub Trimming - 
Pruning - Brick Pavers - Power Raking  
and Sod Seeding.  (734) 587-2410 or 
(734) 693-4712                                 9/26

------------
R & M HANDYMAN SERVICE.   
(734) 306-8909   Specialize in Mobile 
Homes, Painting, Power Wash, Stain 
Decks, Home Repairs.                        4/25

 ------------

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper 

On The Web!

VBT sends press release 
explaining how police, 
fire depts. cooperate
   On Monday, Van Buren Township Interim 
Public Safety Director Greg Laurain sent 
out a press release explaining how police 
and fire departments are working together 
to provide “an even more efficient level of 
comprehensive service.”
   Interim Director Laurain said historically 
the police and fire departments have worked 
well together, but now under his guidance 
and that of Fire Chief Dan Besson they are 
collaborating like never before.
   He said a few of the newly implemented 
practices of cooperation include:
   • Hydrant Preparation: Police officers 
now carry hydrant wrenches in their police 
cars so if they arrive at the scene of a fire 
before the fire engine and fire fighters, they 
can prepare the hydrant.
   “When fire personnel arrive, precious 
minutes can be saved, and fire fighters can 
immediately get to work,” Captain Laurain 
said.
   • Directing Traffic: When an incident 
requires fire fighters to concentrate on life 
safety, police officers will handle routing 
traffic around the incident until fire fighters 
become available.
   Similarly, and as incidents allow, fire 
fighters will transition into position to 
relieve the police officers from traffic 
control points. Doing so assists police 
officers so they are able to get back to their 
investigation, the issues of a serious car 
crash, or other law enforcement duties.
   Both VBT police and fire fighters are 
trained in national, state, and local traffic 

safety procedures. Utility 2, a support 
vehicle housed at fire headquarters, is well 
equipped with barricades, traffic cones, 
safety flares, and signs. Both police and 
fire wear conspicuous traffic vests while 
directing traffic in high-speed zones in 
order to gain the driver’s attention.
   • Immediate Response: On-duty officers 
trained as fire fighters now carry their fire 
gear in the trunks of their police cars. While 
on duty as a police officer, if there is a need 
to respond in the capacity of a fire fighter, 
an immediate response is now available, 
Laurain said.
   “This new practice represents the best 
use of resources available, while an added 
bonus is fiscal conservation: If a cross-
trained police officer transitions into a fire 
responder, no blended-rate hourly cost 
increase is incurred,” Laurain said.
   “Instead, these employees are serving 
in the capacity of a public safety officer,” 

Laurain said.
   “This collaborative effort to implement 
these new practices enhance police and fire 
services and provide an even more efficient 
and comprehensive level of safety and 
service to residents,” Laurain concluded.

VBT Police reorganize 
under Interim Director 
Gregory Laurain

By Diane Madigan
Independent Special Writer

   After hearing bits and pieces from 
multiple sources about changes in the Van 
Buren Township Police Department, the 
Independent asked VBT Supervisor Linda 
Combs for official information on the police 
department’s reorganization.
   Supervisor Combs’ Executive Assistant 
Karin LaMothe provided the following 
information:
   • Captain Gregory Laurain is serving as the 
Interim Director of Public Safety, without a 
promotion.
   • Former Sgt. Fred Yono chose to take a 
voluntary demotion that would enable him to 
remain in the traffic bureau.
   • Lt. Ken Floro is transferring his dispatch 
supervision to Sgt. Jeff Gueli.
   • Interim Director Laurain presently oversees 
the traffic bureau. In the Interim Director’s 
absence, Lt. Floro will assume these duties.
   • Lt. Floro is not receiving a promotion.
   These are the changes that have taken 
place since Public Safety Director Carl 
McClanahan’s resignation in January. No 
search process for a new public safety director 
has been announced.
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
GARAGE/YARD SALE HELP WANTED

AUCTION

“Fiction is obliged to stick to possibilities. 
Truth isn’t.”

Mark Twain

“Cauliflower is nothing but
 cabbage with a college education”

Mark Twain

“Life would be infinitely happier if we 
could only be born at the age of eighty and 

gradually approach eighteen. ”
Mark Twain

WANTED

WANTED:
JUNK CARS
Running or Not. Top $

Paid. Call For Free
Pickup. Drive In For

Extra Dollars.
734-282-1700

WE BUY
JUNK CARS
7 Days A Week For

$300 & Up!
Cash Paid!

(734) 787-1444

PRIVATE COLLECTOR
Pays Cash For Sports Cards

And Comic Books. I Prefer Items
1975 & Older, But Will Consider
Anything. Mike 697-3546 Eves.

------------

Atchinson Ford is looking 
for several hard working 
people for its new detail 
shop. Experience with 

light mechanical or
detailing helpful. Good 
driving record a must. 

Contact Eric Carter
(734) 697-9161

RAWSONVILLE WOODS
Bankruptcy, Foreclosures

and bad credit ok.
Handyman Homes starting at $1.

Rental homes available
Ask about our specials
734-461-6700

MOBILE HOME FOR SALE

ESTATE AUCTION
Sat., April 13, 2013 @ 10:00am
46265 Bemis Rd., Belleville, MI
Tractors - Implements - Guns - Vintage 
Snowmobiles - Tools - Many Box Lots

Estate of Joe Skszek
Check website for  pictures and more info.

braunandhelmer.com
Braun & Helmer Auction Service, Inc.

Brian Braun 734-368-1736

MOVING - 44714 ROBSON RD.       April 
4 -7, 9 a.m. -5 p.m.   Household items, 
Clothes,  Many other items.  Everything 
Must Go.                                       4/04

------------

BANZAI Plunge inflatable water slide 
w/pool and 2 blowers.  Paid $450 
new asking $300.  Dutch door, 36x80 
never used or installed, $200 obo                  
(734) 697-0091                         4/04

------------
27” Magnavox color TV, works great, $25.  
(734) 697-0091                             4/04

------------
GEO Tracks Train set w/ lots of trains, 
tracks & buildings, $75.  (6) Seat Koolz 
seat & bench. Great for soccer, used one 
season, $65.   (734) 697-0091                4/04

------------
NET Gear Pro safe 8-port Gigabit 
VPN firewall, $20.  HP color deskjet 
5650 inkjet printer, $50.  Both brand 
new.      (2) Ninetenos DS, $45 each.
(734) 697-0091                                      4/04

------------
35 HAY ROUNDS, 2nd cut, last summer, 
$70/round. 25 Squares with Alfalfa, 
$13/square.  20 Corn rounds, $35/round.  
(734) 697-7975 mornings                  4/04

------------
4-POSTER QUEEN BED.  Wood 
head & foot board with frame, $50.                     
(734) 699-3885                              4/11

------------
Off White Refrigerator, $100.  White 
Washer & Dryer, $200.  Tonneau Cover 
Hard Top Tri-fold, fits Chevy/GMC, 5 ½’ 
bed, $250.  (309) 253-0047                   4/18

------------

C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions     
Discount Prices      -      Guaranteed!            
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

------------
2000 FORD CONTOUR.  128,000 miles.  
$2,200.  (517-605-2438 Dave.  1992  
Crown Victoria, $1,200  (734) 329-3397 
Cheryl                                                    4/11

------------

EASTER BUNNIES - Prices range 
from $8 each to $12 each.  Call Mary               
(734) 697-4835                             4/04

------------

WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS 
for the homeless.  Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.   
(734) 697-5600                         TFN

------------

FOR SALE

VEHICLE FOR SALE

PETS/LIVESTOCK

WANTED

WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS 
of Shampoo, Toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit.   Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.      
(734) 697-5600                             TFN

------------   
WANTED - CASH for old Guitars or 
parts.  Any condition.  Also repair services 
available.  (734) 697-1128  Ray             4/18

------------
WANTED - MANUFACTURED HOME 
for storage.  (734) 262-5008                  4/04

------------
ACT FAST - FAST CASH for Junk 
Cars. Pick up 7 days a week.  Call Gene 
& Son Towing.  (734) 502-4017 or               
(734) 686-1250                             4/18

------------

WENDY WINNIE  MERLE CT.
YOU’VE  Won a dozen free  roses.  Pick 
them up at Main St. Flower’s downtown, 
Belleville.  (734) 697-7400 or www.
mainstreetflowersbelleville.com   TFN

------------

FREE

------------
2013 SPRING CONSIGNMENT.  
April 6th  @ 9:00 a.m.  48651 Harris 
Rd.   (734) 262-5008  Construction, Farm 
& Lawn equipment, Building materials, 
Hardware, etc.  Not accepting Household 
items.                                           4/04

------------

FOR RENT
COUNTRY Setting - Martinsville 
Rd.  3 BR., 2 bath house.  1 acre, 2 car 
garage.  $900/mo. plus security, $700 
deposit.  (734) 461-6780                        4/04

------------
3 BR, 1.5 BATH HOUSE.  1 Car garage 
all appliances included.  $900/mo. Plus 
security deposit.  (734) 624-0513          4/04

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

A FEW LOTS LEFT!
Relocate your home on 

us! We will help with 
your relocation

expenses to move to 
Lakeview Manufactured 

Community. Lot rent 
$199 for 3 years!

www.4lakeview.com
EHO Expires 4/30/2013
*Some restrictions apply

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real 
Estate Firm.  For appointment call             
(734) 697-1800                             TFN

------------    
(2) RESTAURANTS in Belleville & (2) 
in Ypsilanti looking for experienced 
Chefs, Cooks, Managers, Dishwashers, 
Hosts, Hostesses, Servers & Delivery 
drivers.  Mail resume to 146 High 
St, Belleville, MI 48111 or Fax to                
(734) 699-7847                          4/25

 ------------                                               
CRYOGENIC TRANSPORTATION 
LLC:  is hiring Class A CDL drivers 
out of Riga, MI for our LOCAL positions! 
We offer competitive pay, medical benefits 
for you and your family, paid training 
on product handling, paid uniforms, 
paid vacations, 401K & MORE!  2 
years Tractor-Trailer experience, Tank 
& Hazmat endorsements (or ability to 
obtain) & Safe Driving Record required.  
APPLY NOW at TheKAG.com or call 
(800) 871-4581                                   4/04

------------
DRIVERS:  Dedicated Home Daily!  
CDL-A, 1yr. OTR, Good background.  
$2,000 Sign-On!  320 Matzinger Rd., 
Toledo.  www.mtstrans.com or            (800) 
748-0192                                      4/11

------------
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

The following are selected runs for VBT Police.

Sunday, March 24:
   0041 – disorderly conduct, 7483 Kirkridge Park Dr
   0102 – disorderly conduct, 50521 W. Huron River 
Dr., Pine Creek
   0157 – property damage accident, Belleville / Van 
Born
   0215 – property damage accident, Belleville / Van 
Born
   0407 – noise complaint, 9985 Jackson Ln.
   0659 – operating while intoxicated, EB I-94 / 
Belleville
   1404 – suicide or attempt, 42901 Tyler Rd.
   1518 – missing person, 47151 Ruthan Dr.
   1543 – malicious destruction of property, 10860 
Lighthouse Dr.
   1556 – narcotics crime, Rawsonville/I-94
   1824 – intimidation threat, 9916 Hamilton St.
   1850 – assault & battery, 11250 Haggerty Rd.
   2018 – operating while intoxicated, 104 Richard 
Run
Monday, March 25:
   0245 – assault & battery, 11639 Meadows Circle
   0541 – larceny from auto, 48520 Ormond Dr.
   0658 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 49041 S. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   0948 – juvenile complaint, 46080 Lake Villa Dr.
   1105 – breaking & entering, 11130 Van Buren St.
   1314 – larceny from auto, 49251 S. I-94 Service
   1328 – larceny from auto, 48440 Ormond Dr.
   1406 – malicious destruction of property, 12851 
Lake Pointe Pass
   1515 – larceny, 9636 Jackson St.
   1559 – larceny, 13269 Lake Pointe Pass
   1644 – juvenile complaint, 47097 McBride
   1856 – larceny, Walmart
   1910 – property damage accident, Tyler/Morton 
Taylor
   2154 – assault & battery, 41482 Archwood
   2216 – property damage accident, Belleville/S. I-94 
Service Dr.
   2224 – suspicious situation, Lighthouse/Southport
   2312 – assault & batter0936 -- y, 51185 Freedom 
Way
Tuesday, March 26:
   0855 – juvenile complaint, Savage School
   0915 – property damage accident, Harris/Haggerty
   1022 – private property accident, 42350 Van Born
   1046 – larceny from auto, 13095 Linda Vista Ct.
   1132 – assault & battery, 9823 Barkley St.
   1308 – assault & battery, 45 Park Estates
   1338 – larceny from auto, 10819 Oak Ln.
   1433 – breaking & entering motor vehicle, 44700 
N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1549 – noise complaint, 9312 Parkwood
   1705 – assault & battery, 10830 Oak Lane
   1702 – noise complaint, 9314 Parkwood
   1900 – narcotics crime, 46425 Tyler Rd.
   1919 – retail fraud, 2095 Rawsonville, Kmart
   2239 – breaking & entering, 53 Maple Dr.
   2255 – assault & battery, 49041 S. I-94 Service
Wednesday, March 27:
   0913 – robbery, Ecorse Mobil
   0936 – agency assist, rest area/I-94
   1127 – fraud, Belleville Vision
   1329 – fraud, Meijer
   1524 – fraud, 10203 Van Buren St.
   1615 – shots fired, 10850 Lighthouse
   1632 – assault & battery, 1123 Savage Rd.
   1724 – property damage accident, Belleville/south 
of Tyler
   1823 – private property accident, 6602 Doree Ave.
   2020 – larceny from auto, 7371 Sadie Ln.
   2110 – noise complaint, 9305 Parkwood Dr.
   2351 – harassment call, 9259 Parkwood Dr.
Thursday, March 28:
   0243 – assault & battery, 13153 Lake Point Blvd.
   0802 – property damage accident, Van Buren St. / 
N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1114 – malicious destruction of property, 41107 N. 
Woodbury Dr.
   1224 – fight, 47097 McBride Ave., McBride 
School
   1343 – mental, 45857 Ecorse Rd.
   1459 – disturbance, 10788 Belleville Rd.
   1511 – suspicious person, 8901 Parkwood Dr.
   1514 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Haggerty

   1733 – harassment call, 16800 Lohr Rd.
   1736 – fraud, 46060 Lake Villa Dr.
   2020 – narcotics crime, 46425 Tyler Rd.
   2033 – private property accident, 50953 S. I-94 
Service Dr.
   2102 – fraud, 120 N. Ponderosa
   2121 – operating while intoxicated, S. I-94 Service 
Dr./Beckley Rd.
   2226 – assault & battery, 9259 Parkwood Dr.
   2246 – assault & battery, 46121 Village Green Ln.
Friday, March 29:
   0004 – narcotics crime, 46425 Tyler Rd.
   0013 – narcotics crime, 46425 Tyler Rd.
   0032 – noie complaint, 44 Chaney Ave.
   0201 – disorderly conduct, 50521 W. Huron River 
Dr., Pine Creek
   0231 – disturbance, 11627 Meadows Cir.
   0351 – private property accident, Southport
   0450 – larceny, 49041 S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0859 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 51096 
America
   0937 – fight, 46194 N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1117 – fraud, 46070 Lake Villa Dr.
   1327 – holdup alarm, 39965 S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1355 – assault & battery, 5957 Vernon St.
   1412 – narcotics crime, 48571 S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1511 – juvenile complaint, 23 Oak Blvd.
   1602 – assault & battery, 9819 Kent Ln.
   1642 – fraud, 46425 Tyler Rd.
   1653 – vagrant, Belleville/Westlake
   1812 – private property accident, 50953 S. I-94 
Service Dr.
   1832 – retail fraud, Meijer
   2005 – juvenile complaint, 51195 Sylvia Dr.
   2019 – juvenile complaint, Belleville/I-94
   2028 – ATV/ORV complaint, Jackson Ln. / Jackson 
St.
   2059 – retail fraud, Kmart
   2235 – assault & battery, 51269 Landmark
   2319 – malicious destruction of property, 9917 
Kennedy Ct.
Saturday, March 30:
   0522 – larceny from auto, 41547 Van Born
   0546 – breaking & entering, 41547 Van Born
   0608 – disturbance, 48041 S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1007 – larceny, 905 Savage Rd.
   1036 – larceny from auto, 48940 Denton Rd.
   1310 – private property accident, 10915 Belleville
   1431 – noise complaint, Holly Ln./Ivy Dr.
   1800 – property damage accident, Martinsville / 
Burtrig St.
   1850 – assault & battery, 9161 Parkwood
   1909 – disturbance, 45501 S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2034 – property damage accident, s. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Belleville
   2045 – suicide or attempt, 42901 Tyler Rd.
   2133 – assault & battery, 7619 Kirkridge Park Dr.
   2201 – assault & battery, 72 Maple
   2332 – assault & battery, 51195 Sylvia Dr.
Also on this week’s log are 262 traffic stops, 131 of 
which were on the I-94 and I-275 freeways.

Sunday, March 24:
   1003 – follow-up, 357 E. Columbia Ave.
   1111 – assist fire dept., 195 Belle Villa Blvd.
   1220 – assist fire dept., E. Huron River Dr./Main
   1421 – animal complaint, 169 Belle Villa Blvd.
   1627 – narcotics crime, 129 Carmell St.
   1759 – animal complaint, Belle Villa Blvd. / 
Sumpter Rd.
   1947 – assist fire dept., 401 Estrada
   2117 – intrusion alarm, 496 Main St.
Monday, March 25:
   0118 – assist fire dept., 78 Carmell St.
   0334 – suspicious vehicle, 420 Sumpter Rd.
   0630 – assist fire dept., 275 W. Columbia Ave.
   1210 – property damage accident, 465 Main St.
   1314 – assist fire dept., 167 Fourth St.
   2140 – serve warrant, 39211 Wade
   2201 – intrusion alarm, 555 W. Columbia Ave.
Tuesday, March 26:
   0101 – family trouble, 271 Henry St.
   0600 – suspicious vehicle, 795 Sumpter Rd.
   0832 – welfare check, 169 N. Liberty St.
   1525 – background investigation, 6 Main St.
   1933 – suspicious vehicle, 6 Main St.
   2012 – welfare check, 8 Carmell St.
   2034 – larceny, 501 W. Columbia, BHS

   2229 – intrusion alarm, 501 W. Columbia, BHS
   2253 – property damage accident, 608 Estrada
   2329 – E-911 hangup/investigation, 575 Sumpter
Wednesday, March 27:
   0332 – intrusion alarm, 541 E. Huron River Dr.
   0832 – suspicious person, Belle Plaza
   0904 – civil matter, 22 Carmell St.
   0905 – juvenile complaint, 40 Carmell St.
   1010 – larceny, 501 W. Columbia, BHS
   1027 – welfare check, 24 Loza Lane
   1206 – animal complaint, 6 Main St.
   1305 – animal complaint, 506 Harbour Pointe Dr.
   1309 – disorderly conduct, 501 W. Columbia, BHS
   1318 – miscellaneous complaint, 871 Sumpter Rd.
   1457 – suicide or attempt, 476 W. Columbia Ave.
   1620 – assist fire dept., 501 W. Columbia, BHS
   2109 – missing person, 101 Carmell St.
Thursday, March 28:
   0128 – intrusion alarm, 514 Main St.
   0756 – civil matter, 221 Henry St.
   0814 – warrant arrest, 570 Clinton St.
   0928 – assist fire dept., 241 Church St.
   0932 – fraud, 6 Main St.
   1127 – parking complaint, W. Columbia/BHS
   1211 – miscellaneous complaint, 6 Main
   1417 – assist fire dept., 301 W. Davis St.
   1542 – missing person, 101 Carmell St.
   1742 – parking complaint, W. Columbia/Church
   2100 – intrusion alarm, 25 Owen
   2216 – intrusion alarm, 501 W. Columbia, BHS
   2356 – suspicious person, 35 Carmell St.
Friday, March 29:
   0005 – property damage accident, 508 W. Columbia 
Ave.
   0127 – suspicious person, Perfect Image
   0742 – intrusion alarm, 501 W. Columbia, BHS
   1224 – neighbor trouble, 472 Robbe St.
   1404 – disorderly conduct, North Middle School
   1404 – assault & battery, 501 W. Columbia, BHS
   1627 – trespassing, 45 S. Edgemont Ave.
   1821 – neighbor trouble, 506 Harbor Pointe Dr.
   1939 – suspicious situation, 330 Charles
   1949 – assist fire dept., 6 Main St.
   2237 – agency assist, 51269 Landmark
   2352 – suspicious person, 146 High St., Johnny’s
Saturday, March 30:
   0652 – assist citizen, 15060 Pebblebrook
   2146 – suspicious person, Victory Park
Also on this week’s log are 114 traffic stops.

Sunday, March 24:
   0755 – animal complaint, Sumpter/Dunn
   0827 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Prince Rd.
   1010 – larceny, 48000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1302 – suspicious incident, Oregon
   1310 – fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Lohr Rd.
   1535 – follow-up investigation, 48000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1739 – animal complaint, 39000 bl. Willow Rd.
   2019 – suspicious incident, 48000 bl. Willow Rd.
   2125 – assault, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2243 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Karr Rd.
Monday, March 25:
   0005 – suspicious vehicle, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0859 – larceny, 42000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0950 – larceny, 45000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1150 – citizen assist, 43000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1245 – malicious destruction of property, 28000 bl. 
Sumpter Rd.
   1316 – citizen assist, 43000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1629 – property damage accident, 46000 bl. Judd
   1726 – 911 hang up, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1731 – suspicious vehicle, Sumpter/Kozma
   1923 – assist other agency, 29000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
Tuesday, March 26:
   0155 – civil dispute, 23000 bl. Carleton West Rd.
   0825 – trespass complaint, 20000 bl. Sherwood Rd
   1557 – larceny, 42000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1558 – malicious destruction of property, 44000 bl. 
Harris Rd.
   1600 – follow-up investigation, 44000 Willis Rd.
   1600 – fire dept. assist, Nevada
   1637 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2016 – malicious destruction of property, 42000 bl. 
Judd Rd.
   2043 – warrant arrest, Vermont
   2341 – warrant arrest, out of township
Wednesday, March 27:
   0102 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.

   0110 – follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   0706 – property damage accident, Willow / 
Haggerty
   0800 – fire dept. assist, New Mexico
   1021 – odor investigation, 21000 bl. Clemmons Ct.
   1045 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1235 – civil dispute, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1337 – suspicious vehicle, 17000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1708 – larceny, Nevada
   1737 – animal complaint, 39000 bl. Willow Rd.
   2051 – alarm, 24000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2158 – follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   2232 – fire dept. assist, Iowa
   2315 – follow-up investigation, Nevada
Thursday, March 28:
   0250 – assist other agency, 5400 Oakville Waltz
   0949 – warrant arrest, 21000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1143 – follow-up investigation, 19000 bl. Sumpter
   1408 – neighbor dispute, 21000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1412 – follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   1510 – civil dispute, 21000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   1745 – shots fired, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1819 – warrant arrest, 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1831 – follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   1854 – civil dispute, 40000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1910 – alarm, 28000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1954 – follow-up investigation, Nevada
   2054 – parking complaint, 24000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   2115 – suspicious person, Harris/Haggerty
   2213 – suspicious incident, 44000 bl. Harris Rd.
Friday, March 29:
   0531 – fire dept. assist, W. Arizona
   0658 – alarm, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   0751 – alarm, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   0934 – fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Savage Rd.
   1028 – alarm, 21000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1227 – animal bite, 42000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1231 – disorderly person, 21000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   1247 – alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1324 – family trouble, 21000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   1431 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1753 – breaking & entering report, 5800 bl. Oakville 
Waltz Rd.
   1841 – civil dispute, Mulberry
   1913 – fight, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2012 – fire dept. assist, 9300 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   2201 – suspicious incident, 4700 bl. Oakville Waltz 
Rd.
Saturday, March 30:
   0001 – noise complaint, New Mexico
   0020 – open burning, 27000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1202 – trespass complaint, 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1221 – missing person, Nevada
   1443 – suspicious incident, 42000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1558 – fire dept. assist, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1633 – ordinance violation, 40000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1706 – suspicious incident, Rustic Lane
   1708 – alarm, 28000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1807 – suspicious incident, 23000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   2137 – suspicious incident, 17000 bl. Sully Dr.
Also on this week’s log are 33 miscellaneous details, 
140 patrol checks, and 72 traffic stops.

VBT Police make traffic 
stop, nab stolen car with 
armed driver

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   On Monday, Van Buren Township Police 
made a traffic stop on the South I-94 Service 
Drive and found a man driving a stolen car 
and carrying a concealed weapon.
   The traffic stop was near Harbour Club 
Apartments at about 1:30 p.m.
   Lt. Ken Floro said the suspect moved to 
this area about three months ago and the 
vehicle is reported stolen out of Genesee 
County.
   As the Independent completed its pages 
to go to press, Lt. Floro said the police 
were currently gathering information to 
forward to the Wayne County Prosecutor 
for a warrant.
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with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

For The Control of Ants, Bees, Fleas, 
Bed Bugs, Rats, Mice, Roaches,

Spiders, & Other Pests.
LICENSED / INSURED

Senior Discounts
Serving WAYNE COUNTY

& Surrounding Areas.
Commercial & Residential Service

“Ask About Our
Money Back Guarantee”

734-699-6889  866-55-HONEY
(554-6639)

60 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
Open 7 Days 6am – 10pm • (734) 697-3033

SAM’S PLACE
FAMILY DINING

10% OFF
Minimum $4.25 Purchase

Entire
Bill

Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may 
not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 4/30/2013

BAI

FREE
Minimum $4.25 Purchase. Limit 1 per coupon.

Homemade

Rice Pudding
or Ice Cream

Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may 
not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 4/30/2013

BAI

Mini Breakfast  – $1.99
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person
Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 

Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 4/30/2013
BAI

CHECK OUT OUR
• DELICIOUS STIR FRY
• GREEK SALAD WITH
   HOMEMADE DRESSING
• HOMEMADE STUFFED
   CABBAGE
• HOMEMADE pEROGIES
• HOMEMADE pOLISH
   COMBOS & MORE
• ALL YOU CAN EAT FISH
   $7.99 EVERYDAY

FRESH
STRAWBERRY

DESSERTS
ARE BACK!

Pet of the Week
Friends of Michigan 

Animals Rescue

The secret’s out, Selena is no 
ordinary pup! She’s a 9 month old 
Boxer/Shepherd mix with super-
pup powers instead. Her powers 
include giving incredible puppy 
kisses, making smiles appear with 
her excited wiggles, captivating 
you with her adorable nature and 
bending you to her will with one look 
into her irresistible sad brown eyes. 
Don’t let her super powers fool you 
though; she’s also just a downright 
delightful, energetic and lovable girl 
hoping to find her fur-ever home 
soon. Selena is loaded with energy 
and will have no problem keeping 
up with a busy, active family with 
kids or other doggie playmates. 
She does still need basic and leash 
training to keep her normal puppy 
mischief at bay. Call quick to meet 
this extraordinary pup before she’s 
snatched up by some other lucky 
family. She’s spayed, vaccinated and 
micro-chipped. 734-461-9458

“SELENA”

   H & R Block on Belleville Road will 
be holding a Child ID Workshop on 
Saturday, April 13, from 2 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
inside the retail store. Van Buren Township 
Police will be conducting the event. Call 
(734) 697-6066 for info. 

***
   The Van Buren Public Schools 
Education Foundation will be holding a 
Mexican Fiesta Fundraiser Dinner on 
Saturday, April 27 at the Belleville High 
School Cafeteria, from 4:30 p.m. to 7 p.m. 

The date is also the same date for the final 
performance of the BHS musical Hairspray. 
Proceeds from the dinner will go for future 
grants. 

***
   Belleville A & W announces a brand new 
ice cream item to its All-American menu: 
Mini Polar Swirls, featuring Oreo, M & 
M’s, Reece’s, and Cookie Dough for only 
$1.99. Carhop is open and carry-outs are 
available by calling (734) 699-1800.

***
   Franklin Homes at Belleville Manor is 
a premier manufactured home community 
off Belleville Road, north of Tyler. Right 
now is the best time to get into a home of 
your dreams with new rental and purchase 
incentives. Homes must close by May 
31, 2013. To learn more, call Belinda 

Lawson at (734) 697-7700 and visit www. 
franklinhomesales.com/bm.

***
   R. Dixon & Son Lawn Service of New 
Boston is a professional lawn mowing and 
maintenance company serving commercial 
and residential customers. Get started with 
a spring clean up. They’re fully insured 
too. Call (734) 891-7212.

***
Tin Pan Restaurant on Sumpter Road 
next to Sumpter Ace Hardware is offering 
new daily dine-in specials with beverage 
purchase. From half-price pizza on Sunday 
to 1-pound crab legs on Saturday, Tin Pan 
has something for everyone, including their 
Any Two for $15 Dinners, from 11 a.m. to 
close. See their ad in today’s paper for the 
details and call (734) 699-7066.

***
   Belleville Pro Hardware on Main Street 
is a one-stop shop for anything rental. 
From lawn and garden equipment to hand 
tools and moving equipment, the Windiate 
family is very knowledgeable in anything 
hardware. The folks there are experts in 
screen repair too, with next day turnaround 
in most cases. They’re open Monday 
through Friday, 8 a.m. to 7 p.m., Saturday 
8 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday, from 9 a.m. 
to 4 p.m. Call (734) 697-9595.

***
   Atchinson Ford has announced that 
Estill Martinez has joined the sales staff at 
the award-winning dealership on Belleville 
Road. Martinez would like to welcome all 
his previous customers to visit him for new 
and used vehicles. Call (734) 697-2217 or 
email emartinez@atchinsonford.net .

***

   • Thursday, April 4, and Friday, April 
5 – If you are a veteran who needs some 
assistance, you are invited to the Sumpter 
Progressive Civic League, 24101 Sumpter 
Rd., Sumpter Township, between 5 and 7 
p.m. Resources for our nation’s veterans are 
being offered. Info: 461-1767
   • Friday, April 5 – Friends Free Friday 
Movie starts at 7 p.m., with Bounce House at 
6:45 p.m. Fun, Food, Fine Films, in the Youth 
Center, 7890 Tuttle Hill Road (at Bemis 
Road), Ypsilanti, Movie questions (734) 
482-5074 or www.friendsfamilytheater.com
   • Saturday, April 6 – Willow United 
Methodist Church, 36925 Willow Road, 
New Boston, has free clothes for all comers 
(no questions asked) from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m.  
or until all the clothes are gone. Information: 
734-654-9020.
   • Sunday, April 7 – A brief ceremony 
called Bugles Across America honors 
soldiers fighting now and veterans of past 
wars at 7:15 p.m. at the Veterans Monument 
in Horizon Park on High Street in Belleville. 
Now in its 8th year.
   • Wednesday, April 10 – Chicken Supper 
at Willow United Methodist Church, 36925 
Willow Rd., New Boston, 5 p.m. until sell-
out. Carry outs start at 4:30 p.m. Adults, 
$10; children 12 & under, $5. Information: 
734-654-9020.
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Denny’s Barber Shop &

Welcomes You!

36 Main Street
Downtown Belleville

734-697-4485

Haircut
$999

Add Argan Oil
Treatment for $10
With coupon. One coupon per person. Not to be 

combined with any other offers. Expires 3/30/2013

Full Set Nails or
Shellac Mani

$1995
With coupon. One coupon per person. Not to be 

combined with any other offers. Expires 3/30/2013

Custom Made Celebrity 
Hair Extentions

Starting at
$19995

($400 Value)
With coupon. One coupon per person. Not to be 

combined with any other offers. Expires 3/30/2013

Wash, Cut, Hilite, 
Moroccan Argan Oil 
Treatment & Blowout

$6995
($125 Value)

With coupon. One coupon per person. Not to be 
combined with any other offers. Expires 3/30/2013

BAI

BAI

BAI

BAI

Celebrating Our 1 Year Anniversary!

Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc., 9800 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

(734)

697-9161www.atchinson.net

USED CAR SPECIAL

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. 
With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to dealer. May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

24 month lease for
$175/mo. *

Up To $2,500 in RebaTes.
bUy FoR $19,786

2010 ESCAPE XLT
4x4, Moonroof, Certified

only $14,995

It’s March MayheM at atchInson Ford!

New
Certified Diesel

Tech Jim Rachke
on Duty! 10% Off

All Diesel
Repairs!***

2013 f-150
SUPER CREw XLT 4X4

Loaded. 24 month lease for
$269/mo.*

Up To $7,000 in RebaTes.
bUy FoR $30,102

24 month lease for
$165/mo. *

Up To $3,500 in RebaTes.
bUy FoR $20,294

2013 ESCAPE SE

2013 fUSION SE

Contact Belinda at
734-699-7700
www.franklinhomesales.com/bm

Not ready to purchase? We have a lease to 
purchase option that might be right for you! 

Call for details.

$500.00 for referrals!
Do you know someone looking
for a new  place? refer them

to franklin Homes and we will
show our appreciation.

spring... The Perfect Time To Move
Into a New Home! We offer
exciting options. let Us show You!
$1,000 Rent IncentIves On PuRchased hOmes!*

*Home must close by May 31, 2013.


