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VBT does prescribed burn at Riggs Park
   On March 31 Van Buren Township 
Parks and Recreation conducted its first 
prescribed burn at Riggs Heritage Park on 
Martinsville Road.
   The park, which was constructed in 
2008, consists of walking paths, a pavilion, 
parking lot, open spaces, restrooms and 
about acres acres of prairie habitat.
   Deputy Director of VBT Parks and 
Recreation Jennifer Zaenglein explains.
   She said prescription burning is used 
for a variety of reasons. One of the most 
notable benefits is to maintain the health of 
an existing natural area containing native 
plants. The fire helps manage weeds and 
other growth and thus helps to reduce the 
risk of wildfires, but it also can help restore 
nutrients and help lead to more desirable 
plant growth in the future. 

   The park boasts prairie plants, including 
big bluestem grass which grows to a height 
of eight feet and wildflowers from the 
delicate partridge pea to the giant prairie 
dock which reaches a height of ten feet.
   Already the bare earth at Riggs Park is 
transforming from a charred landscape to 

new life. Green sprouts and flower buds 
are emerging from the ashes, much like a 
phoenix ready to thrive once again.
   “We hope that you take time to visit 
Riggs Park this spring and enjoy watching 
the changes as spring finally reaches Van 
Buren Township,” Zaenglein said.

VBT Police 
arrest Coskie 
for murder

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Kenneth William Coskie, 73, of Van 
Buren Township has been charged with 
first-degree, premeditated murder, felony 
firearm, and habitual offender in the 

shooting death of Eric 
Williams, 44, also of 
VBT.
   Coskie was arraigned 
before Judge David 
M. Parrott on Friday 
afternoon at the 34th 
District Court in 
Romulus.

   He is being held on $1 million cash 
bond and is scheduled to appear before 
Judge Brian A. Oakley for a preliminary 
(probable-cause) exam at 9 a.m. April 23 
at 34th District Court.
   In a press release issued Thursday, VBT 
Police Lt. Kenneth Floro said at 7:54 p.m., 
Wednesday, April 9, VBT police were 
dispatched to 49170 Michigan Avenue for 
a report of shots fired.
   While searching the residence and the 
area immediately surrounding the property, 
police officers found Williams lying on the 
ground with a severe injury to his abdomen 
and chest. He was not breathing, did not 
have a pulse, and was deceased from an 
apparent gunshot wound, Lt. Floro said in 
the release.
   VBT police secured the area and 
started an investigation to secure possible 
witnesses and preserve evidence. The 
VBT Investigative Division and Evidence 
Technician Team responded to the scene to 
assume control of the investigation.
   During the course of the investigation, 
police detained Coskie for questioning and 
later charged him with the murder.

Coskie

By Diane Madigan
Independent Court Reporter

   After seven months of postponements, 
Van Buren Township disbarred attorney 
Thomas White, 46, will be heading to circuit 
court at the Frank Murphy Hall of Justice 
in Detroit on April 23 for an arraignment 
on the information on 20 felony charges.  
   There are two separate cases against 
White. In the first case, filed in September, 
White is charged with five felonies against 
Judith Jordan of Belleville and her late 

Thomas White bound over to 
circuit court on 20 felonies

husband Leland. 
   In the second case, filed in December, 
White is accused of one count of 
conducting a criminal enterprise, 15 
counts of embezzlement, two counts of 
identity theft, one count each of larceny by 
conversion and uttering and publishing. 
   White is now accused of stealing more 
than $11 million from the victims in these 
two cases.
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BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

´CHIMNEYS BUILT -
REPAIRED & CLEANED

´SCREENS INSTALLED

´TUCK POINTING

´ROOFING & GUTTERS

´RESIDENTIAL

´COMMERCIAL

´VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED • INSURED

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 50th

YEAR!
OUR 50th

YEAR!

Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year 2013

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee

Rental Car Assist
R.V. Repair
Auto Glass

Motorcycle
& Watercraft

James Chudzinski Owner
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

11824 Belleville Road, Belleville

Dr. Robert Kennedy, O.D.
(734) 699-1010

www.perspectiveeyecare.com

HARBOUR CLUB GOLF COURSE
ANNOUNCES NEW MANAGEMENT!

Salisbury Golf of Belleville Welcomes You To Enjoy Our 
Improved Operations, Course Conditions, and Overall 

Golfing Experience This Season!

$8 9 Holes
(Walk)

$12 18 Holes
(Walk)

$14 9 Holes
(Cart)

$20 18 Holes
(Cart)

Our Spring rateS Leagues
Forming now!
Call for MeMbership
& spring speCials!

Harbour Club golf Course
48356 Denton Rd., Belleville

(734)

697-6845

*O� er valid at participating locations shown.  Containers may vary. Cannot be combined with any other o� er. Visit Edible.com for details 
and restrictions.  Edible Arrangements®, the Fruit Basket Logo, and other marks mentioned herein are registered trademarks of Edible 
Arrangements, LLC. © 2014 Edible Arrangements, LLC.  All rights reserved.

Hop to it! Order now for Easter.
Easter Bunny Festival.™ Edible.com

Now opeN iN the Murray’s plaza!
9588 Belleville Road
Belleville, MI 48111

(734) 391-8176

SAVE
$10

With Minimum

$60 Order

Code: INDP1437

Expires: April 30, 2014

OfferValid atBelleVillelOcatiOnOnly!
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Dr. Lyons

White felonies
(continued from page 1)

(continued on page 15)

   Just prior to White’s April 9 preliminary 
exam in the 34th District courtroom of 
Chief Judge Tina Brooks Green courtroom, 
Wayne County Assistant Prosecutor Daniel 
Joseph Williams spoke to about a dozen 
victims that came to court to be available 
in case they were needed to testify.
   To the victims, 
Williams said, if 
the cases go to trial, 
victims will be allowed 
to speak and would also 
be allowed to speak at 
sentencing.  
   Williams also indicated 
that he would like to 
see restitution that started with six figures. 
Adding, if White is in prison, he will not be 
able to work and make restitution. 
   White’s attorney Michael Vincent spoke 
for White, asking the scheduled two 
probable-cause exams be waived, which 
allowed Judge Green to bind him over 
to the 3rd Circuit Court at Frank Murphy 
Hall of Justice. She continued his personal 
recognizance bond.
   If White wanted to hold his preliminary 
exams the court expected them to last three 
days.
   (Frank Murphy Hall of Justice is located 
at 1441 St. Antoine, in Detroit.  There 
is parking at Old St. Mary’s Church 
at a cost of $5 on days with no Tiger 
games.  Cellphones are not allowed in the 
courthouse.)

White’s Bankruptcy
   In addition to Whites’ 2012 Ford Escape 
leased from Atchinson Ford, Ford Motor 
Credit is in the process of repossessing a 
leased 2012 Ford Fusion and a leased 2012 
Ford F-150 truck. White hasn’t made lease 
payments on the vehicles since July 2013. 
   In court documents, an attorney for Ford 
Motor Credit stated that once the vehicles 
had been removed from the bankruptcy 
case White would have minimal motivation 
to insure, preserve or repair the vehicles 
and Ford wanted to proceed to take 
possession.

Teetering on eviction
   Time ran out for White following a Jan. 
16, court-ordered, pay-to-stay agreement 
for his Van Buren Township home on 
Savage Road.
   White and his then-wife Heather entered 
into a land contract in 2006 with Robert 
and Gloria Coppock for the $360,000 
home. But last summer the Whites stopped 
making payments to the Coppocks.
   At 34th District Court White agreed to 
pay the Coppocks $36,355 by 4 p.m. April 
14 for back land contract payments and 
unpaid taxes, but he paid nothing.
   As the April 14 date approached, trucks 
and trailers and cars were at the White 

home, moving out possessions. 
   About 9 a.m. Tuesday, April 15, White 
called Coppock and they met at the house, 
where White turned over the keys to 
Coppock and apologized profusely.
   Coppock said the house has been lived in 
but is in “relatively not bad shape.”
   White was due to be evicted by the court 
this week if he didn’t pay as he agreed to.

White

Court Watching:
Javon Ellis sentenced to 
220 months in federal 
prison on gun charges

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The final defendant in the Denton 2011-
12 subdivision home invasions has been 
sentenced and the case is finally closed.
   On April 1, Javon Franklin Ellis was 
sentenced to 220 months (more than 18 
years) in federal prison by U.S. District 
Court Judge Denise Page Hood. His 
sentencing had been postponed from the 
Dec. 19, March 4 and March 25 dates 
previously set.
  Van Buren Township Police Lt. Charles 
Bazzy said Thomas Johnson never would 
take responsibility for the home invasions, 
but the fact that they abruptly stopped once 
he was in custody speaks for itself.
   “I have to give special thanks to Special 
Agent Jason Cox from the Bureau of 
Alcohol Tobacco and Firearms (BATF) and 
Assistant United States Attorney Stephanie 
Hays,” said Lt. Bazzy. “They did a fantastic 
job seeing that three career criminals were 
brought to justice in this case.”
   Lt. Bazzy said Ellis refused a plea 
agreement and demanded a trial in federal 
court. A jury trial began on Aug. 19, before 
Judge Hood in Detroit. 
   On Aug. 22, the case went to the jury. 
The jury deliberated for about 1½ hours 
before returning with a guilty verdict on 
all counts: felon in possession of a firearm, 
armed career criminal, and possession with 
intent to distribute marijuana. 
   Ellis was the person who was accused 
of buying a Colt .45 with laser sight after 
it was stolen in Van Buren Township Jan. 
27, 2012.
   Ellis was in the company of two other 
felons when he was arrested July 2, 2012 
by Eastern Michigan University Police on 
charges of possession of marijuana and 
possession of the stolen handgun.
   The felons with Ellis were Thomas 
Michael Johnson, 52, and Sheldon Willie-
Earl Brummette, 28, both of whom accepted 
felony plea agreements for possession of 
a firearm. Johnson was sentenced to 120 
months (10 years) in federal prison and 
Brummette was sentenced to 108 months 
(nine years).

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
The 2014 Distinguished Graduates of Belleville High School were honored April 10. 
From left are Pamela O’Neill, Class of 1982 and Jean Morris, Class of 1948. Katie Held, 
at right, represents Catherine Krebs, Class of 1917, who was given a Special Posthumous 
Award. Distinguished Graduate Dr. Leilah Blakeney Lyons, Class of 1994, was not 
present for the ceremony, but her mother Martha Toth, vice president of the Van Buren 
Public Schools Board of Education, represented her on the stage.

   Four, newly chosen Distinguished 
Graduates of Belleville High School were 
honored in ceremonies April 10, along with 
71 new inductees into the National Honor 
Society.
   Distinguished Graduates for 2014 are: Dr. 
Leilah Blakeney Lyons, Class of 1994; Jean 
Morris, Class of 1948; Pamela O’Neill, 
Class of 1982; and a posthumous award to 
Catherine Krebs, Class of 1917.

Dr. Leilah Blakeney Lyons, ‘94
   Dr. Lyons was not present for the ceremony, 
but she was represented 
on the auditorium stage 
by her mother, Martha 
Toth, vice president of 
the Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of 
Education.
   Dr. Lyons was awarded 
the Distinguished 
Graduate honor for her achievement in 
computer science, learning science, and 
museum sciences.
   In 1994, Leilah Toth was the BHS 
Valedictorian and a National Merit Scholar. 
She attended the University of Michigan and 
earned bachelor’s, master’s, and doctoral 
degrees, as well as a certificate in Museum 
Studies. She took a joint appointment 
as assistant professor of both Computer 
Science and the Learning Sciences at the 
University of Illinois-Chicago.
   She has also served as the Director of 
Digital Learning at the New York Hall 

Distinguished Graduates honored, 
along with Honor Society inductees

of Science in Queens, NY. Her scientific 
research has been repeatedly funded by the 
National Science Foundation. She is a noted 
lecturer and researcher.

Jean Morris, ‘48
   Jean Morris was honored as Distinguished 
Graduate for her achievement in artistic 
endeavors and community service.
   As a high school student, Jean Baum was 
involved in the junior and senior class plays, 
basketball, and the marching band as a tenor 
saxophone player. She went on to attend 
Michigan State University and graduated 
with a bachelor of science in Horticultural 
Sciences.
   She married Homer Morris and they had 
two children, Kerry and Kim. She worked in 
a family-owned business and Coy Kendall 
greenhouses. She currently does office work 
at Bethany Daycare. She is a member of the 
Belleville Area Council for the Arts and on 
the art show committee.
   Morris started a second career in 1998, 
taking photos of flowers and also oil painting 
on canvas. When her first painting sold in 
2005 at Trinity Episcopal Church, it was a 
major breakthrough for her. She maintains 
art booths at the Strawberry Festival, Art 
Affair on Main, Garden Market Place, and 
the art show at St. Anthony’s.

Pamela O’Neill, ‘82
   Pamela O’Neill was awarded the honor of 
Distinguished Graduate for her work in the 
community and education.
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   On Monday morning, the 60 mph winds 
in Sumpter Township knocked down trees 
in Holiday Woods mobile home park on 
Martinsville Road and the trees hit power 
lines and there were several fires.
   One tree split a home in half, according to 
a neighbor. There were no injuries.
   Sumpter Township called in Van Buren 
Township and the City of Belleville fire 
departments to help. Belleville brought 
out its Hummer, which is good in rural 
terrains.
   A witness said Sumpter fire fighters told 
the Belleville fire fighters to “hug the tree 
line” with the Hummer since the ground 
was firmer there. But, it got out into the 
marshy area and got stuck.
   A J&T wrecker couldn’t get it out and 
actually got stuck itself.
   Belleville Fire Chief Brian Loranger, who 
wasn’t at the scene but had a report, said a 
bulldozer-type vehicle pulled it out, as well 
as pulling out three other fire department 
vehicles. He said two Sumpter FD vehicles 
got stuck, too.
   “It’s not invincible,” Chief Loranger said 
of the Hummer that was acquired without 
charge from the federal government. “It 
did quite well before they got stuck.”
   The fires were extinguished and they 
cleared the scene. Chief Loranger said 
there was no damage to the Hummer and 
the fire fighters drove it back to Belleville 
where they hosed off the mud and put it 
back into service. The driver’s name wasn’t 
released.

***
   One of our readers sent an email 
commenting on the front page story in last 

week’s paper: “VBT police car flips …” 
She said she hopes when the first driver 
who ran the red light and caused the police 
pursuit reads the story that that driver will 
come forward.
   “Did they get away?” she asks. Yes, I 
guess that driver got away. I’ve learned 
the patrol car that was wrecked was one of 
VBT’s brand-new scout cars.

***
   My great-nephew Matthew Brodhead 
just got his PhD and is starting his career 
studying autism. He has been hired as an 
Assistant Professor of Educational Studies 
at Purdue University.
   He was part of a cluster hire of 
autism professionals who will be doing 
interdisciplinary research on autism. He 
also will teach one or two classes a semester. 
And, he said, he will continue to conduct 
research on ways to improve the social and 
academic outcomes of individuals with 
autism. We’ll keep a watch on Purdue and 
the autism research there.

***
   Donna Renton of Van Buren Township 
brought in a video recording of a loon 
on Belleville Lake. She saw it from the 
cemetery last Thursday, which was a very 
windy day that blew her camera around. We 
understand loons are just passing through 
when they land on our lake because they 
are heading north.

***
   I was at the Keystone Charter Academy 

school board meeting last week and they 
were talking about the ThinkStretch 
summer program for the students. This 
program has shown to keep the students 
from losing what they learned in the spring 
when they go back to school in the fall. 
They have school work 
all summer and the 
majority of the students 
really like it.
   I looked over one 
of the workbooks and 
found a hands-on lesson 
I want to try:
   You take a big handful of breakfast cereal 
and put it in a plastic bag. You crush the 
cereal well and then cover it with water. 
You wait until it is really soggy and then 
stir it with a magnet. You will get small 
pieces of iron on the magnet, it says. The 
iron is the same kind of iron that is used 
to make cars and it is put into cereals as a 
nutritional iron supplement. Who knew?

***
   Smoke in a blower at Owen Intermediate 
School on Tuesday morning led to a false 
report from Channel 7 that the students 
were evacuated because of a possible fire. 
Wrong. School Supt. Michael Van Tassel 
and Building and Grounds Director James 
Williams went over to check it out and 
called 911 just in case. Then, they tried 
to cancel the fire call, but the fire truck 
came anyway to check it out. There was no 
evacuation and no fire.

Editorial

Timothy King is on 
mission: Memorial 
at Willow Run
   Timothy King of Ypsilanti Township 
is on a mission to put up a monument to 
honor those who worked at the Willow 
Run Bomber Plant in WWII – and to honor 
the B-24 bomber that helped win the war.
   The idea naturally welled up within King 
as he thought of his great uncle who he said 
ran the Bomber Plant for Henry Ford and 
his grandmother who served as a Rosie the 
Riveter there.
   He said the Willow Run Tea Party Caucus 
passed a proclamation on March 18 
supporting the idea. He is collecting names 
on a petition – he has 250 so far – asking 
the governor to provide state funds to build 
a memorial to honor the B-24 Liberator 
bomber and the people who made ti.
   He said Democrats and Republicans are 
working together on this and a steering 
committee will be set up.
   King presented his project to the Van 
Buren Township Board of Trustees at its 
regular meeting Tuesday, asking for its 
support. But, when he got to the part where 
the Tea Party endorsed it, several board 
members actually turned away from him.
   Supervisor Linda Combs said she had his 
information and would get back to him.
   King is disappointed, but undeterred, 
insisting his project is not political.
   Interested in learning more? Call him 
at (734) 480-7168 or write to him at 
timking1573@comcast.net . He has a lot 
of ideas to share, but he needs help.
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Fraternal
Order of
Eagles

HALL & PAVILION
RENTAL AVAILABLE

9961 Beck Road
Belleville, MI

Weekday and Weekend Rate
Catering Available

Bartending Service Provided

699-8836 (after 12 noon)

Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

Accepting Applications for Individuals 55 & Older
For Studio Apartments Only.

Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply

A Senior Facility of National Church Residences
Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

Aluminum, Brass, Cast Iron, Copper, Steel, 
Appliances, Automotive Parts, Computer Equipment

Container Service, Pick Up, Delivery and Demo 
Clean-Out Service Available!

Michigan Metal Recycling, Inc.
175 Rawsonville Rd., Belleville, MI

(Old Rawsonville Rd. off Michigan Ave.)
www.michmetal.com

Call for Scale Pricing 734-485-0481

We Purchase All Types
OF FERROUS & NON-FERROUS

SCRAP METAL$$ $$

Free Egg Hunt and Family Fun
Saturday, April 12th 10 am – 1 pm

Games, Prizes, Inflatables, Crafts and Face Painting!
Registration Begins at 10:00 am

Scheduled Egg Hunt Begins at 10:40 am
FAitH ASSEmbly CHurCH

894 E. Huron river Dr., belleville

Community Easter Celebration

Fill the Boot for Autism 
drive earns $2,038
To the Editor:
   On April 2, Belleville Fire Fighters 
Association held its second-annual “Fill 
the Boot for Autism” drive.
   Lt. Zweng, Lt. Blackburn, Fire Fighter 
Griffin and Fire Fighter Loveland, along 
with help from Jackie Kuclo, Alyssa Kuclo 
and Michael Ackron, took their places on 
the corner of Main Street and High Street 
from 2:30 until 7 p.m. raising money for 
Autism Speaks.
   With over 500 people making donations 
they were able to raise $2,038 which was 
sent out to the Autism Speaks office in 
New Jersey on Monday the 7th.
   We would like to say what a great, caring 
unselfish community we all live in.     A 
HUGE Thank You to all who donated on 
the 2nd, and, remember, you can still make 
a donation at autismspeaks.org . Also 
you can visit their web site to learn more 
about autism which affects 1 in every 88 
children.
   April is Autism Month and Light it up 
Blue is another way to show support. With 
this campaign people are asked to use a 
blue light over their front porch and leave it 
on all night. So, as you drive around town 
take a second to notice all the blue lights.
   Thank you for your support.
City of Belleville
Fire Fighters’ Association  

Recently collecting donations on Main 
Street for autism awareness were, from 
left, Belleville Fire Department members 
Lt. Christopher Zweng, Mathew Loveland, 
Lamar Griffin, and Lt. Brian Blackburn.

Thanks for help with 
autism fund raiser
 

To the Editor:
   My name is Rich Cetnarowski, Jr. and I 
am the treasurer of the Van Buren Eagles 
Aerie #3996, and I just chaired our first 
Autism Fundraiser at the Van Buren Eagles 
this past Saturday, April 12.
   I am writing this to thank the entire 
community for their donations, support, 
and coming to the event.
   It was a huge success and I want to thank 
every one of you for participating. I want 
to thank my president, Gary Smith of the 
Van Buren Eagles Aerie #3996 for having 
trust in me to get this going. 
   This is one project when he became 
president he wanted to do because it 
touched his heart, along with mine, as I 
have an autistic son named Nic.
   I want to thank the entire crew of the 
Van Buren Eagles for helping me plan this 
event, which took almost eight months. 
   Remember April is Autism Awareness 
Month; get those blue lights on the 
porches.
   We will be doing this again next year 
because I have an amazing committee that 
helped me get all this together, and stuck 
with me all the way.
   Thank You So Much to the gang at Van 
Buren Eagles and thank you all that came 
out for this great occasion, helping these 
kids with autism.
Sincerely,
Rich Cetnarwoski, Jr., Treasurer
Van Buren Eagles Aerie #3996 
Chairman of the Autism Fundraiser
P.S. Special thank you to my committee: 
Bob Eller, Co-chair Kelly Sherwood, 
Rozanne & Tim Ogger, Diane & Mike 
Cullen, Gary and Kathy Smith, Diane 
Krause, Mike & Marvel Parent, Brandy & 
Sharron Steiner, Chuck & Linda Watson, 
Ginger & Keith Bruder, Terry & Anita 
Cowger, my Dad (Rich Sr.), my Wife -Lisa, 
Trish Mauldin, Greg Nizzio, Norm Miller, 
and Dave & Beth Harvey.
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Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

We offer:
  • Pre-School
  • Experienced Staff
  • Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

34 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.

41505 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville 48111

is now accepting children ages 2 1/2 to
12 yrs. for enrollment.

Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Monday:  Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:30pm (Sept. through March)
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 7:00pm • Children/Teen/College & Career - 7:00pm
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com
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734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

VISIT OUR PET ADOPTION EVENT APRIl 19,
11AM-3PM AT PETCO – WESTlAND!We’re A/c & TrAnsmission speciAlisTs!

BUSINESS HOURS
Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. & Sat.

9am - 5pm
Thurs.  10am - 5pm

Evenings by appointment.

Where you are paws-itivily special
to us!

With This Ad - Full Grooms
10% OFF!

For First Time Clients

OPEN ARMS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & DAYCARE
7865 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI

(734) 699-5000 • www.openarmscenter.com
Sunday Bible Study: 9 a.m. • Sunday Worship 10 a.m.

Beginning April 6th: Sunday Worship 9 a.m.
Sunday Chapel 11 a.m. • Sunday Bible Study 11 a.m.

®

(734) 497-3319
OR (734) 476-8705

R. Lewis

(Robert)

(Ron)

Women’s Club seeks 
help for ‘Reality Check’
 

To the Editor:
   On Wednesday, May 7 the Belleville Area 
Women’s Club will hold a Reality Check 
for all eighth graders at McBride Middle 
School.  
   Students will be asked to select the 
occupation they would hope to be by the 
time they reach 25 years old. They will be 
given a salary and by the luck of the draw 
will find out what their marital status is and 
whether or not they have children.  
   With their monthly salary, they will then 
travel from table to table and pay from their 
checking account their rent or mortgage, 
car payment, insurance, food and clothing.  
There will be, of course, a table where they 
will draw for the unexpected expense or, 
perhaps, even a little lottery winning.
   Those with funds left will be able to 
invest and even do a little traveling.
   The purpose of this event is to start this 
age group thinking about the future and 
give them a taste of what costs they will 
have to cover in the future.
   We are always looking for a few good 
volunteers to assist the club in holding 
this Reality Check. Please contact Gloria 
Dougherty at (734) 697-0892.
  If you can, join us in May for this very 
rewarding program.
Janet Millard
Belleville Area Women’s Club
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We’ll go the extra mile.

Ypsilanti 
(734) 482-6000

Christopher Janowiak, 
Manager - 4TH Degree K of C

Sumpter Twp.
(734) 699-6000

Scott Beard, 
Managerwww.janowiakfuneralhome.com

There’s a reason you should, too.

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager •  Shelly A. Brown, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.davidCbrownfh.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

1982 201432nd Anniversary

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Basic Site Cleanup • Head Stone Cleaning
Floral Arrangements • Special Occasions

Photography & Videography
Message Delivery • Year Round Care

Free Consultation
Henry Johnson

1-734-229-1451
info@graveupkeep.com

Up Close &
Personal
Grave Site Care

WALTER CHARLES SCHROEDER
(June 22, 1919 – March 26, 2014)
Walter Charles Schroeder, 94, of Twin Falls, 
Idaho, passed away peacefully at his home on 
Wednesday, March 26, 2014, with his loving 
wife of 73 years and their youngest son, Jeffrey, 
at his side.
Walter was born June 22, 1919, in Plymouth, 
MI, the son of Robert Charles Schrader and 
Selma Augusta Berger Schrader. He married 
Dorothy Rita Sears and they made their home in 
Belleville, MI, where they raised four children.
Walter served his country in the United States 
Army during World War II from March 18, 
1941, until being honorably discharged on Oct. 
1, 1948. He was a decorated tech sergeant and 
platoon leader and was awarded the EAME 
Service Medal with five bronze stars and the 
Bronze Star for meritorious service, as well as 
several other citations and medals. He spent 
most of his working life in the automobile 
industry as a metal fabricator, specialized tool 

maker, machinist and engineer, retiring from 
Ford Motor Company after 30 years of service.
Walter loved the outdoors. He especially loved 
deer hunting, camping, fishing and teaching 
these skills to his sons. He was quick to make 
friends and enjoyed cracking jokes and talking 
with people. He will be remembered as a 
wonderful husband, father, grandfather, and 
friend.
Walter is survived by his sweetheart of 73 
years, Dorothy Schroeder of Twin Falls, and 
their children, Sharon (Tim) Sohoza of Clinton, 
MI, Thomas (Barbara) Schroeder of Twin Falls, 
Michael (Margaret) Schroeder of Stockbridge, 
MI, and Jeffrey (Elizabeth) Schroeder of Jerome, 
ID. He is also survived by 13 grandchildren, 19 
great-grandchildren, and many extended family 
members and friends. He was preceded in death 
by his parents; his sister Irene Pratt; and his 
brother, Ralph Schrader.
   Walter will be laid to rest in the Arlington 
National Cemetery in Arlington, VA. His family 
suggests that, in lieu of flowers, memorials 
be made in Walter’s name to a veterans’ 
organization of your choice.
   A Memorial Service will be held at 11 a.m., 
Monday, April 28, at St. Anthony Catholic 
Church in Belleville, MI, with a luncheon to 
follow.

Walter C. Schroeder

DOROTHY M. ‘DOT’ COOK
(June 12, 1921 – April 8, 2014)
Age 92 of Augusta Twp. Survived by children 
Neal Cook, Gay Holshoe, Martha Kay Cook, 
Patrick Cook and Tracy Cook; grandchildren, 
great- and great-great-grandchildren. Sumpter 
Twp. Chapel, Janowiak Funeral Home.

RALPH LEE CUMBERLAND, II
(January 10, 1966 – April 7, 2014)
Ralph Lee Cumberland, II, 48, passed away 
April 7, 2014. Visitation was Saturday and 
Sunday followed by the funeral service at 
Higgerson & Neal Funeral Home, Belleville, 
Burial was in Hillside Cemetery.

RICHARD JOSEPH HARVEY
Richard Joseph Harvey of Detroit died April 5, 
2014, at his home in Avon Park Florida. He was 
91. He is survived by his wife Elizabeth Harvey 
and sister Beatrice Riley.

WILLIAM ‘BILL’ CRAWFORD
(September  30, 1928 – March 29, 2014)
William “Bill” Crawford, age 85, of Sumpter 
Township, passed away peacefully at his home 
with family by his side.
He is survived by his wife of 63 years, Barbara, 
and their three wonderful sons, Rodger, Ed, 
and David; six grandchildren; and six great-
grandchildren. Also, brother Bruce and two 
sisters, Bernice and Patty; nieces and nephews 
and friends.

William “Bill” Crawford

VIRGINIA KAY GEBHARDT
(January 11, 1943 - April 9, 2014) 
Virginia Kay Gebhardt, age 71, of Belleville, 
MI, passed away Wednesday, April 9, 2014 at 
her home. She was born January 11, 1943 in 
Wayne, MI, daughter of Harry Henry Otter and 
Helen (Burke) Rinne.
Mrs. Gebhardt loved to travel. She was known 
for her collection of sharks’ teeth and shells she 
found on various beaches. She enjoyed knitting, 
washing clothes, and loved working in her 
flower gardens and shopping. Most of all, she 
was very proud of her grandchildren.
Ginnie is survived by her husband of 47 years, 
Edward William Gebhardt; a son Scott (Tamara) 
Gebhardt of Willis, MI; a daughter Karrie 
Gebhardt of Lansing, MI; two grandchildren 
Hannah and Luke; a sister Judy (Richard) 
Whichello of Willis; also numerous nieces, 
nephews and friends. She was preceded in death 
by her parents.
Visitation was 3-8 PM Friday, April 11, and 11-
12 PM Saturday, April 12, with a Noon Funeral 
at David C. Brown Temporary Funeral Chapel, 
500 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville. Interment 
was in Hillside Cemetery, Belleville.
Memorial contributions may be made to 
Michigan Parkinson Foundation and would 
be greatly appreciated. Please sign her on-line 
guest book and share a story for her family to 
treasure at www.davidcbrownfh.com .

Virginia Kay Gebhardt

GLORIA ALICE ROSE CHRUSCIAL
(May 28, 1940 - April 10, 2014) 
Age 73, of Canton, MI. Survived by husband 
Edward, 7 children, 8 grandchildren, 2 great-
grandchildren. Funeral services at 11 a.m., 
April 17, at New Hope Church, Canton. David 
C. Brown Funeral Home.
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Sassy Scissors Salon
51255 Willis Road

(Next door to Benito’s Pizza)

(734) 461-1081
Hours:  Tues.  9-5  •  Wed. & Thurs. 9-8  •  Fri. & Sat. 9-3

$200

OFF
Haircut

With Coupon. Sassy Scissors
Coupon ExpirEs 4-30-2014

$500

OFF
Perm

With Coupon. Sassy Scissors
Coupon ExpirEs 4-30-2014

$500

OFF
Hilites

With Coupon. Sassy Scissors
Coupon ExpirEs 4-30-2014

$1099

Haircuts
With Patty

Wed. & thurs. Only.
With Coupon. Sassy Scissors

Coupon ExpirEs 4-30-2014 BAIBAIBAI

Welcome Marcia Markham To Our Staff Of Salon Professionals!

BAI

Doug Dalton Auctioneer Presents

ESTATE ANTIQUE

AUCTIONAUCTIONAUCTION
Fri. Night, April 18,  5 & 6pm

Preview 4:00 pm

Special Auction Ring at 5pm

ROMULUS  PROGRESSIVE CLUB,11580 OZGA RD.  ROMULUS 48174
DIRECTIONS: Take I-94 to Haggerty Rd. Exit, (1st exit West of I-275) go South 1 mile to Huron River Drive, then

East or left 1.5 miles to a 5 point intersection in Romulus. Turn sharp left, your there!

5pm SPECIAL AUCTION: A Great Selection of Country Primitives including Choice Antique Oak Splint
Baskets, Early Dough Box on Stand, Early Crocks incl. Churn, Early Copper & Brass Items and More. A

One Owner Collection!

6pm MAIN ROOM AUCTION: Over 40 Rifles & Shotguns incl. 1865 Spencer Carbine, Winchester
Repeaters, Browning Shotguns, WW1 & WW2 Military Rifles, Bayonets, Fishing Stuff, Bows, BB Guns,

Large Group of Vintage 50s & 60s Auto Parts, Group of Pedal Cars & Tractors, Musical Instruments incl.
Guitars, Lamps, Clocks, Toys, Fine Jewelry, Art Works, Large Group of Advertising Items, Guy & Ladies

Items, Glass & China, Some Furniture Plus More !

Auctioneers Note: Lots Great Stuff from Various Estates and Advanced Collectors...... Bid on some
Fresh Items for your collection or shop. Plenty of Parking, Val's Food Service, VISA, Mastercard &

Discover (No American Express) 4% Charge for Credit Cards, MI Sales Tax, NO Buyers Premium, Out
of State checks need pre-approval. Absentee Bids accepted after personal inspection during preview (MI
residents only, No out of State Bids.) No Phone or Internet Bidding. Free Seat Reservation, Call Free: 1-

800-801-6452… Bring a friend, Fast paced sale, Announcements Day of Sale Take Precedent, Don't
forget your trucks or trailers for furniture.  All items must be removed night of the Auction.  Next Auction

Scheduled for Fri. night May 16. Call to Consign!

TO SEE LOTS OF PHOTOS & DETAILED LISTING, GO TO

www.DougDaltonAuctioneer.com
Doug Dalton Auctioneer  38 Henry St. Belleville MI

 1-800-801-6452
Certified Estate Appraiser & Michigan Registered Auctioneer

Antique Estate Auction – Fri. Night April 18, 5 & 6pm – Romulus MI

Visit www.dospesosmexicanrestaurant.com
OPEN 7 DAYS • COCKTAILS • CARRY OUTS

11800 Belleville Rd.
697-5777

Dos Pesos
Mexican Restaurant

Buy 1 Dinner &
Get 2nd Dinner

Half Off!
Dine-In Only. With Coupon

Offer Good April 21-22, 2014 Only!

JOSEPH A. BRUCKNER
(October 17, 1956 - April 12, 2014) 
Joseph Anthony Bruckner, age 57, a 30-year 
resident of Belleville, MI, formerly of Romulus, 
MI, passed away Saturday, April 12, 2014 at 
Oakwood Hospital, Taylor, MI.
He was born Sunday, October 17, 1956 in 
Romulus, son of the late Sylvester & Alice 
(Brezinski) Bruckner.
Joe is survived by daughter Nena (Ken) Cassidy 
of Dearborn Heights, MI; three grandchildren, 
Jasmine, Joseph & Riley; five brothers, Jerry 
Bruckner of Westland, MI, Eddie Bruckner of 
Lincoln Park, MI, Fred (Tammy) Bruckner of 
Westland, Michael Bruckner of Romulus, and 
Larry (Dorothy) Bruckner of Traverse City, MI; 
four sisters, Kay (Ed) Waldecker of Farmington 
Hills, MI, Marilyn (Bill) Esch of Taylor, 
Bernie Jessie of Romulus, Barbara Bruckner of 
Belleville, and many nieces and nephews.
Joseph was preceded in death by his partner of 
30 years Gilbert Radoye in 2011, his parents, 
and brother Sylvester Bruckner.
Joseph was an active member of St. Anthony 
Catholic Church, involved with the chorus and 
played the organ. Some of his hobbies included 
bowling, boating, and bringing joy to many. 
Most of all he loved spending time with his 
family.
Visitation will be Monday, April 21, 2014 from 
12-8 PM at David C. Brown Temporary Viewing 
Chapel, 500 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville.  
A Funeral Mass will be Tuesday, April 22, 2014 
at 11 AM at St. Anthony Catholic Church, 409 
W. Columbia Ave., Belleville with an hour 
visitation 10-11 AM.  Father Thomas Cusick 
will serve as Celebrant.
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
family and would be greatly appreciated. Please 
sign his on-line guestbook and share a memory 
for his family to cherish at www.davidcbrownfh.
com .

Joseph Anthony Bruckner

Obituaries More Letters
World Day of Prayer 
will be at noon, May 1
To the Editor:
   The National Day of Prayer is 
an annual event held on the first 
Thursday in May inviting people 
of all faiths to pray for our nation. 
   It was created in 1952 with a Joint 
Resolution of the United States Congress 
and signed into law by President Harry S. 
Truman to encourage participation in the 
National Day of Prayer.
   It exists to communicate with 
every individual the need for 
personal repentance and  prayer,  to 
create materials and tomobilize the 
Christian community, to intercede for 
America’s leaders and its families. 
   This year, the Tri-Community National 
Day of Prayer will be held on Thursday, 
May 1, at the Victory Park Station at Five 
Points in Belleville at 12 noon to 1 p.m.
   The theme for this year’s event is “One 
Voice United in Prayer.”
Thank you,
(Mrs.)  Ruth E. Bleeker

Ken Dandy will be in 
Boston Marathon
To the Editor:
   FYI, our Public Safety employee Ken 
Dandy who is our IT has been with us for 
7 years and on his off time is a frequent 
runner. He has competed in several long-
distance runs over the years, the most 
recent being the Marine Corps Marathon 
in Washington D.C. and the Detroit Free 
Press last year.
   Ken has been training regularly and will 
be running and competing in this year’s 
Boston Marathon next Monday and will be 
representing our Public Safety Department 
and community.
   We all wish him the best of luck and a 
safe return home to us. 
Gregory M. Laurain
Director of Public Safety
Van Buren Township

Museum wants to know 
about your organization
To the Editor:
   The Belleville Area Museum is 
looking for historical information on tri-
community, current and defunct, clubs and 
organizations for our upcoming exhibit in 
May 2014.
   Any and all items are welcome – 
handbooks, ledgers, pictures, favors, etc… 
anything that would be helpful to tell the 
story of your club/organization.
   You are welcome to create your own 
storyboard and/or exhibit panel that would 
represent the origins of your group, the 
makeup or structure of it, rules / regulations, 
dues, and anything else you would like 

to include or drop everything off to the 
museum for us to create one.
   Perhaps you have the names and meeting 
notes of the original members?  Maybe 
some old albums are collecting dust?  Do 
you have annual events that you would like 
visitors to know about or are you looking 
to recruit more members?
   A poster board can showcase all of these 
items and other memorabilia will be placed 
along the second floor exhibit space. You 
do not need to donate any items. We may 
place them on a temporary loan through 
October 2014. Please contact the museum 
for more information and direction.     
Katie Dallos, Director
Belleville Area Museum
405 Main Street, Belleville
(734) 697-1944
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No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800   TNTTREE.COM

OVER 20 YEARS

EXPERIENCE

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL OVER $300 w/AD

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

Hamilton Productions
dJ & Keyboardist

Weddings, Parties,
all OccasiOns

(734) 325-6778
A Place to LEARN
A Place to PLAY
A Place to GROW

Day Care Registration
734-697-0733

Birth to 12 Yrs Old

St. Paul’s Evangelical Church’s Ladies Aid invites you
to browse and buy at the

Thursday & Friday, April 24–25, 9 a.m. - 4 p.m.
Saturday, April 26, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.

19109 Craig St, New Boston
734-753-9048

Saturday is $4 Clothes Bag Day
(all the clothes you can fit in a bag for $4)

Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych today at 734-699-9020

and make this spot yours.
Be sure to ask him about our buy 

3 ads, get 1 free promotion!

This Spot is Reserved
For Your Business Card!

More Letters
An angel slipped away 
from our writing club
To the Editor:
   A few days ago an angel slipped away 
from The Write Stuff Writing Club. 
   Michele Gibson-Pierson was a beautiful 
lady who took care of Belleville’s flowers, 
tenderly watering and deadheading the 
blooming beauties that gave the passersby 
a treat.
   I remember seeing her each day in 
unique socks that were cheerful and made 
you laugh with happiness to see such an 
expression of her artistic mind.
   Michele, as a writer, was dedicated to her 
writings and delivering them to the Write 
Stuff Writing Club. She had the members 
spellbound with her genius with words.
   I, as well as the Writers’ group, will 
dearly miss her. My “Purple Lady” has left 
her spirit with all who saw and knew her. 
So long, for a little while.
 
Marian Caldwell
Van Buren Township

People: Wake up
and do SOMETHING
To the Editor:
   First of all, I wrote months ago to let 
you all know how the custodians are being 
treated and how the schools are being 
cleaned by only one custodian. These are 
the elementary schools. Well they are still 
being cleaned by one person.
   This is not fair to the students and the 
custodians. Also, there is the safety factor 
for the custodians. They could easily get 
hurt on the job, or worse, have a heart 
attack, with no one around.
   Now, they are talking about getting rid 
of the para-pros. The teachers need them. 
How would you like to handle 25 to 35 
unruly kids? The teachers need the para-
pros for many, many reasons.
   People, stand up and do something for the 
custodians and the teachers. Remember, it 
is for the benefit of your children.
   Thank you for your time.
Paras & Custodians Rock
Dolores Nedeau
Sumpter Township

Shaylett Stuckey wins 
second runner-up award
 

To the Editor:
   The last weekend in March was the Mrs. 
Michigan Pageant that our own Shaylett 
Stuckey participated in.
   Of the 11 delegates representing our 
state, Shaylett (currently serving as Mrs. 
MotorCity) was second runner up! In 
addition to finishing in the top three, Shaylett 
also received the Spirit of Pageantry and 
Audience-Choice awards!
   Now celebrating its 37th year in its 
modern format, the Mrs. America Pageant 
focuses the attention of the nation and the 
world on the versatility of the contemporary 
American married woman.
   Each of the 51 Mrs. America candidates 
earns the right to participate in the national 
event by winning her statewide competition. 
These state pageants are under the direction 
of Mrs. America State Directors, a network 
of respected and talented community and 
business leaders reflecting one of the finest 
and prestigious pageant systems in the 
world.
   In addition to being a role model for 
married women, Mrs. MotorCity is available 
throughout the year to add elegance, prestige, 
excitement and publicity to events such as 
business openings, conventions, church and 
school functions, banquets, parades, civic 
functions and any other type of ceremony.
   Shaylett would like to especially thank 
her local business supporters: Wine & 
Canvas Detroit, Janice Marshall –Remerica 
Hometown III, Edible Arrangements, 
Wal-Mart, Zino’s, Belleville Bariatrics, 
Hidalgo’s, Bethany Day Care, and Keystone 
Academy.
Theresa Hadjuk, Keystone Academy
Editor’s Note: Shaylett Stuckey of Van 
Buren Township serves as office manager at 
Keystone Academy.

“Many a small thing has been made large by the right kind of advertising.”
Mark Twain
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More Letters

HEATING & COOLING • SALES & SERVICE
299 INDUSTRIAL DR.
SUITE A, BELLEVILLE (734)697-4650

Got an old furnace?
Save up to 20% off 

your annual gas
usage with a carrier®

High efficiency
2 Stage furnace!Action Mechanical Coupon. Not to be combined with any other offer. Offer ends 2/28/2014

BAI

Order any Carrier High Efficiency 
furnace or Central Air system during 
the month of February for installation 

in March and receive 20% off your total 
cost, plus 10 years parts and labor

warranty in addition to DTE Rebates.

HEATING & COOLING
CTION MECHANICAL

Celebrate
Jacobs Boots

& Saddles
Closing

HALF-OFF EVERYTHING!

SALE STARTS NOw UNTIL
EVERYTHING IS SOLd!

Regular Hours:
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday, Friday  10am – 1pm, 2pm – 6pm

Saturday 10am – 4pm; Closed Wednesday & Sunday

11055 Quirk Rd.,
Belleville, MI 48111

The “Big Red Barn” North I-94 Service Drive, & West of Belleville Rd.

734-699-2200
“Belleville Family Owned Business Since 1947”

SALE STARTS NOw UNTIL
EVERYTHING IS SOLd!

We Will Beat
Most Written

estiMates!BAI

UNDER NEW OWNERSHIP!

BAI BAI

50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville • 734-325-7065
Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm • Saturday  9am - 1pm

Hurry Spring Brake Sale

Starting at $5995 per axle
Plus Tax & Parts

Most Cars. Exceptions Apply.
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON ExPIrES 4-30-14

10% oFF
laBor over $100

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON ExPIrES 4-30-14

W. Columbia Ave.
E. Columbia Ave.

Main St. E. Huron River D
r.

Sum
pter R

d.
(South St.)

´

£
N

goodBye Winter Special
Free Mounting & Balancing

WitH purcHaSe oF 4 neW tireS
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON ExPIrES 4-30-14

‘Books permit us to 
voyage through time…’
To the Editor:
   “Books permit us to voyage through 
time, to tap the wisdom of our ancestors. 
The library connects us with the insight 
and knowledge, painfully extracted from 
nature, of the greatest minds that ever were, 
with the best teachers, drawn from the entire 
planet and from all our history, to instruct 
us without tiring, and to inspire us to make 
our own contributions to the collective 
knowledge of the human species. I think 
the health of our civilization, the depth of 
our awareness about the underpinnings of 
our culture and our concern for the future 
can be tested by how well we support our 
libraries.”

--Carl Sagan, Cosmos
   When I have encountered dilemmas 
throughout my life, I often turn to the great 
minds of the past to see how they would 
have handled a similar situation. So, in a 
recent Independent letter, I quoted Thomas 
Jefferson because I thought he would have 
insight into why a person would be so 
against supporting a library that would so 
obviously be an asset to our community.
   He would surely be able to explain 
that level of selfishness. But he couldn’t. 
Instead, Thomas Jefferson and Carl Sagan 
and thousands of other great men and 
women wrote of their profound love and 
reverence for libraries.
   After all, what remains of past civilizations 
but their art, architecture and literature? 
We are just temporary stewards of these 
things.
   In my letter, I said that Thomas Jefferson 
referred to the small expense of libraries. 
I believe he meant in relation to the good 
they would do, not to the amount of money 
they would actually cost.
   But Mr. Anton, who opposes our 
library, obviously is not interested in the 
greater good, just his good and his alone.  
Mr. Anton says that people don’t need 
an improved library because they have 
iPhones and iPads and Kindles but these 
are only available to those with the money 
to afford them. And anyone who loves 

books will tell you; a Kindle is not a book.
   We are not back in Thomas Jefferson’s 
day. As much as Mr. Anton may want to be. 
We are in the 21st century. We can’t just sit 
in our individual homes with our electronic 
devices and count our money; always 
wanting more money and not wanting to 
spend anything for the greater good.
   If we are to survive as a great nation, 
our communities must reflect our values: 
education, compassion, courage to hope 
for the future.
   My parents wanted to leave me a better 
world than they had. I want that for my 
kids, too. The citizens of Belleville and 
Van Buren have an opportunity to show 
what we value. Our new library is not a 
Guggenheim, although that is a beautiful 
art museum, but, hopefully, it will be a 
place where all our citizens can come, rich 
and poor, to seek the wisdom of our world, 
past and present.

Linda Priest
Sent from my iPad

Let me help you face
the grief in your life
To the Editor:
   With any loss we encounter grief. Grief 
is all of the following: natural, healthy, 
spontaneous, unlearned, normal, physical, 
emotional, spiritual, and healing. It cannot 
be controlled or ignored. It will emerge one 
way or another.
   We need to pay attention to it. Often, 
because the grief we encounter in the 
death of our loved one is so painful, the 
temptation is to avoid it or repress it. This 
is usually done by keeping busy and not 
talking about it or letting others talk about 
it.  
   Remember, grief is a natural expression 
of our love and a normal healing part of 
our loss. We must experience all that is our 
own grief in order to successfully cope.  
   The grief from the death of a loved one 
can be devastating to the survivor, but 
notice the word “can”. Allowing yourself 
to grieve and learning about grief and how 
to cope will empower you to survive and 
grow.
   Naturally we take care of ourselves 
and others when there has been an injury 

or illness to one’s physical body. Grief is 
a wound that needs attention in order to 
heal.  
   Having a safe environment surrounded 
by compassionate and loving support, 
where you can express your feelings 
without judgment and criticism, and work 
on venting your grief is important in one’s 
recovery.
   This can be with family or friends, or 
with a grief support person such as me, 
Mary Martinez, Grief Coordinator.
   I wish to lend a helping hand to those 
who are hurting in their grief, or to all 
who just want to understand more about it.   
   I provide free grief support at my office 
at the Brown Family Center and also at 
September Days Senior Center for anyone 

who needs it. It may be recent grief or 
something from the past that continues to 
consume you. You can see me individually 
or join a group.  
   You can meet me at September Days at 
10 a.m. every second and fourth Thursday 
of each month or give me a call at 734-697-
5090 to schedule a free appointment at the 
Brown Family Center.
   Death can be a painful and permanent 
loss experience, and one of the hardest 
from which to recover. Death takes away, 
but facing it and grieving can result in 
peace, new strengths and purpose.
Sincerely, 
Mary Martinez, Grief Coordinator 
David C. Brown Funeral Home
Belleville
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For The Control of Ants, Bees, Fleas, 
Bed Bugs, Rats, Mice, Roaches,

Spiders, & Other Pests.
LICENSED / INSURED

Senior Discounts
Serving WAYNE COUNTY

& Surrounding Areas.
Commercial & Residential Service

“Ask About Our
Money Back Guarantee”

734-699-6889  866-55-HONEY
(554-6639)

J.C. HONEY, Owner
31 Years Experience

SPECIAL ON 5’x10’s!
Buy 1 Month, Get 2nd Month FREE!

6130 Rawsonville Rd. • Belleville (1 Mile South of I-94 at Textile Rd.)

Call us firs
t! • 24 Hour Gated Access

• Completely Paved Premises
• Survellience Cameras
• Lighted Secure Area
• Indoor and Outdoor Storage
• Month to Month
• Discounts for Long Term
• Moving Supplies and Locks

www.ulockitselfstorage.com • email: ulockit@sbcglobal.net
734-482-1502

Member

Chamber of Commerce

11748 Belleville Rd.
(2 Blocks S. of Service Dr.)

Belleville, MI 48111

Tel: 734-697-3550

Try Our

Chicken

Shawarma!

Enjoy OurFresh RawJuice!

Your road to better eating habits
start here. At Beirut La Pita, we use
the highest quality of ingredients
in all our foods we prepare fresh

everyday for you!

Contact Belinda at
734-699-7700

www.franklinhomesales.com/bm

A Premier Manufactured Home Community

Our Super Spring SaleS event iS
underway! put yOur tax refund

tO wOrk fOr yOu!
We’ll Match Your Down Payment Of 

Up To $2,000 On Any New or Franklin 
Owned Home! Call For Details.

601 E. Huron River  Drive
Belleville, MI 48111

Hair Studio

734-697-5600

spring specials
TUES., WED., THURS.

KID'S CUTS $9.95 • MEN'S CUTS $12.00
WOMEN'S CUTS $15.00

Van Buren Township Trustee Reggie Miller said she is upholding her campaign promise 
with her recent donation of $1,000 to Tyler Elementary School. Receiving the check 
from Miller are Principal Alicia Pitt, Kristine Cagney, Toni Kurash, and students Izabel 
Hancock, Tauryn Huddleston, and Amirah Junious. The money Miller donated will be 
used for the “Leader in Me” program which inspires all students to be leaders. 

VBT Parks & Rec. 
thanks Trustee Miller
To the Editor:
   Once again, Trustee Reggie Miller has 
graciously donated to the Van Buren Township 
Parks and Recreation Department.
   I was thrilled when Trustee Miller came to 
the department and dropped off a check for 
$863.37. This donation will be used to send a 
child to camp whose family is financially unable 

to send them. 
   The Van Buren Township Summer Camp 
Program has been in this community for many 
years. The camp provides children of Van Buren 
Township and the surrounding areas a chance to 
have fun in a safe and welcoming environment. 
This program will impact a child with fond 
memories they can hold onto forever. 
   Thank you, Trustee Miller, for helping the 
youth in our community. 
Sincerely, 
Jennifer Wright, Director

“I think a newspaper should be
provocative, stir ‘em up, but you can’t 
do that on television. It’s just not on.”

— Rupert Murdoch
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













 








 

 
    
        


  


 


    





 
    
      
 





  


 



   

      

         


 


        
       
   



 

    
   

   




 

  
      

   
    


Healthy Paws

Veterinary Hospital

734-697-1400
10657 Belleville Rd, Belleville

Located in the Belleville Print Plaza
Across from McDonalds

www.healthypawsvethospital.com

Call Now For Our New Client Promotion!
25% Discount on Dog Spay or Neuter!

Cat Neuters –– $75  •  Cat Spays –– $105
INCLUDES A FREE EXAM!

NEW CLIENTS PROMOTION
Heartworm Test - $20.00
Fecal Test - $16.80
DHPPC - $18.00
Bordetella - $16.00
Rabies 3 Year - $15.00
Rabies 1 Year - $15.00
Lepto 4 Strain Protection $16.00

Offer Ends 5-31-2014

*Professional GroominG
50% Off First Grooming
Skilled Groomer with
15 Years Experience

Offer Ends 5-31-2014

*Pets must be up to date on DHPPC,
Bordetella, & Rabies for Grooming. Your Pet 
can be updated here at time of Grooming.

"Your Pets deserve the optimal care they can only receive from a dedicated 
professional veterinary team. Have your pet's healthcare performed in a full 

service veterinary hospital by our caring Doctors & Staff!"
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Where you’ll find the most unique collection
of gifts for your family and friends.

Cards
Home Decor
Heritage Lace
Baby
Inspirational Throws
Swan Creek Candles
Country Home Creations Dip Mixes

Remembrance Collection
Music Boxes
Porcelain Dolls
Baptism/Christening Gifts
Military/Armed Forces Decor

Gift
CertifiCateS

HOURS:
Tues., Thurs. & Fri.

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday

Noon - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

and Monday

Marti’s Gift Gallery
668 E. Huron River Drive

Belleville, MI 48111     734-699-GIFT

*Limit 1 per visit.

25% OFF 1 ITEM IN THE STORE w/AD*

Huron School District
“Completely Committed to Kids!”

Announces Limited School of Choice Openings
“Great Kids, Great Families, Great Schools”

Huron Offers a Big Time Education in a Small Town Setting
Section 105 (Wayne County Residents Only)

Fall Trimester 2014-2015 School Year
Openings Include:

School Grade Level Vacancies
Brown Elementary K 5

1 2
2 2
3 5
4 1
5 3

Miller Elementary K 5
1 5
2 3
3 3
4 3
5 5

Renton Junior High 6 7
7 7
8 7

Huron High School 9 5
10 5
11 5
12 5

Applications are available at the Huron School District Administration Building
Applications will be accepted between the dates listed below.

May 5, 2014, through May 23, 2014.
32044 Huron River Drive, New Boston, MI 48164

For more information please call 734.782.2441 or visit our website at
www.huronschools.org

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
Carl and Kim Bryant of Van Buren Township and Mary Talaga (in front) of the City of 
Belleville are the crossing guards that went out faithfully all winter helping children across 
the busy streets in the worst of weather. VBT Traffic Officer Carrie Traster said the three 
are really dedicated and turned up to do the work during the frigid winter months without 
complaint. Carl Bryant is in his second year as the Owen/Sumpter Road crossing guard. 
Kim Bryant is in her third year at Tyler Elementary. Mary Talaga has been a crossing 
guard for more than 50 years at the Edgemont/East Huron River Drive intersection.
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BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH
11900 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-8687

Want to know more about the “birds and bees”?
 All chick-a-dees of the city of Belleville, Van Buren & Sumpter Townships
are invited to attend a morning of chatting (chirping) about how tweet life
can be. We no longer have to feel like we’re going to the birds. God has
us under His wing and this should make us feel like singing from the tree
tops. We’ll learn how to bee all we can bee. Buzz on in and bee prepared

for a fun afternoon. Come join us – it’ll be the “bee’s knees”.

Saturday, April 26, 2014
10AM until 2PM

 Free
Admission!

Child Care Provided!

Limited Seating
R.S.V.P.

Christian Education Dept.
1-734-697-8687

Spring iS

Here! Let US

SHow YoU How

eaSY it Can Be

to own YoUr Home!
Put Your

refund
to Work
for You!

We’ll Match Your Down Payment Of Up
To $2,000 On Any New or Franklin

Owned Home! Call For Details.

A Premier Manufactured Home Community

Or visit our website: www.FranklinHomeSales.com/VB

Have you 
thought about 

living in a 
manufactured

home but didn’t 
want to buy 

one. Check out 
our lease with 
option to buy 

program.

“Like”
Van Buren 
Estates
Manufactured
Home Community
on Facebook and 

stay up to date
on our newest 

homes and 
incentives!

   Jim Wigginton of Van Buren Township 
has given $6 million to support the 
Punya Thyroid Cancer Endowed Fund 
and establish the Nancy Wigginton 
Professorships of Thyroid Cancer. 
   Wigginton had previously established 
the Punya Thyroid Cancer Endowed Fund 
for the benefit of thyroid cancer clinical 
research at the University of Michigan 
Comprehensive Cancer Center in August 
2013 with a gift of $1 million.
   Since then, he has donated another 
$5 million to establish two endowed 
professorships in memory of Nancy 
Wigginton. The combined $6 million is the 
largest gift to thyroid cancer research at the 
University of Michigan.
   Wigginton is making the gift in honor of 
his late wife, Nancy Punya Wigginton, who 
was cared for by Frank Worden, M.D., and 
Megan Haymart, M.D.  This gift recognizes 
their advances in thyroid cancer research 
and their outstanding patient care.     
   “The incidence of thyroid cancer has 
tripled over the past 30 years,” Haymart 
said. “Today, thyroid cancer is the eighth 
most common cancer in the United 
States and the fifth most common cancer 
in women. While most patients have an 
excellent prognosis, some patients with 
distant metastases, do poorly, especially if 
over age 45.” 
   Despite being an increasingly common 
cancer, a lack of funding has led to a 
scarcity in high-quality clinical research in 
thyroid cancer. Worden and Haymart agree 
there is a great need for thyroid cancer 
research in order to advance the field to 
improve patient care. 
   “In addition to being an increasingly 
common cancer, a diagnosis of thyroid 
cancer is often associated with a worsening 
quality of life, increased patient costs, and 
occasionally treatment complications,” 
Worden says.
   Worden and Haymart envision the 
Punya Thyroid Cancer Endowed Fund as 
a comprehensive, collaborative clinical 
research program that will incorporate both 
health services research and clinical trials.
   Haymart is an endocrinologist and lead 
for thyroid cancer health services research 
at the University of Michigan. For the past 

VBT resident donates $6 million to benefit thyroid cancer research

Belleville resident Jim Wigginton, who is 
shown with his late wife Nancy, recently 
donated $6 million to benefit thyroid cancer 
research at the University of Michigan 
Comprehensive Cancer Center. Wigginton 
is making the gift in honor of Nancy.

several years, Haymart and colleagues have 
been actively exploring the implications of 
the thyroid cancer epidemic. 
   “Thyroid cancer remains understudied. 
Research exploring the rise in thyroid 
cancer incidence and the implications 
of a thyroid cancer diagnosis, including 
survival and treatment complications, will 
benefit future thyroid cancer patients.
   “Through collaborations among 
endocrinologists, oncologists, surgeons, 
biostatisticians, health economists, 
epidemiologists and survey methodologists, 
we hope to obtain a comprehensive 
understanding of the current standard of care 
for thyroid cancer patients with goals for 
improved care and better communication,” 
Haymart said.
   Worden, the leader of clinical trials 
for thyroid cancer at the University of 
Michigan, has conducted clinical trials 
for thyroid cancers for over a decade. 
He is interested in developing treatment 
protocols with novel therapeutics in 
patients with advanced thyroid cancers in 
the metastatic setting.
   “It is important for patients with 
advanced thyroid cancer to have treatment 
options readily available to them and to 
have a team of caregivers who are trained 
to manage these complex patients. Only 
through trials with novel agents can we 
improve survival.

   “Support from the Punya Thyroid Cancer 
Endowed Fund will allow the University 
of Michigan to become a leader in both 
thyroid cancer health services research and 
thyroid cancer clinical trials,” he said.
   Wigginton’s desire is for the Punya Fund 
to be the most influential thyroid cancer 
fund in the world, and through this fund 
to substantially lengthen the time and 
quality of life for patients with advanced 
thyroid cancer. He hopes to raise a total 
of $10 million with additional gifts and 
fundraising events.
   Wigginton is a native of Crittenden 
County, KY, and current resident of Van 

Buren Township. He is a managing partner 
in True North Equity, LLC, a private 
equity firm in Birmingham. He and his 
late wife have three children and nine 
grandchildren.

Birthdays
   April 10 – Judy Fruit
   April 14 – Dorothy Skszek
   April 16 – Louis Herring
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

Distinguished
(continued from page 3)

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Planning
Commission will hold a public hearing in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425
Tyler Road, Charter Township of Van Buren, and County of Wayne, Michigan,
48111 on Wednesday April 23, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. to consider a temporary
land use request on the following described property.

Lakewood Shopping Plaza, 2095 Rawsonville Road, is the subject of this
hearing. This site is located on the east side of Rawsonville Road south of the
South I-94 Service Drive.

The applicant, Phantom of Michigan, is requesting Temporary Land Use that
extends beyond the allowable seven (7) consecutive days and may require a
Public Hearing. This hearing is being held in accordance with the requirements
found under the Temporary Land Uses, Buildings, and Structures Section 4.44
of the Zoning Ordinance.  Written comments will be accepted by the Planning
and Economic Development Department until 4:00 p.m., the hearing date.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, reasonable
accommodations will be made available with advance notice.

Posted: April 11, 2014
Published: April 17, 2014

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Planning
Commission will hold a public hearing in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425
Tyler Road, Charter Township of Van Buren, and County of Wayne, Michigan,
48111 on Wednesday April 23, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. to consider a temporary
land use request on the following described property.

Faith United Methodist Church, 6020 Denton Road, is the subject of this
hearing. This site is located on the west side of Denton Road, south of
Michigan Avenue, and east of Gilmore Street.

The applicant, USA Fireworks, is requesting Temporary Land Use that extends
beyond the administratively allowable seven (7) consecutive days and may
require a Public Hearing. This hearing is being held in accordance with the
requirements found under the Temporary Land Uses, Buildings, and Structures
Section 4.44 of the Zoning Ordinance.  Written comments will be accepted by
the Planning and Economic Development Department until 4:00 p.m., the
hearing date.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, reasonable
accommodations will be made available with advance notice.

Posted: April 11, 2014
Published: April 17, 2014

   After graduating from BHS, Pamela Zoller 
earned five degrees: a bachelor of arts in 
Business Administration and a master’s 
in Labor and Industrial Relations from 
Michigan State University, a bachelor of arts 
in teaching and a master’s degree in School 
Administration from Eastern Michigan 
University, and a master’s in Curriculum 
Mathematics from Walden University.
   She currently is a teacher at McBride 
Middle School.
   She started her career as a Human Resource 
professional and transferred to the teaching 
profession. She is a member of the Van 
Buren Education Foundation and helps to 
raise funds to provide grants for teachers.
   She has been awarded the Van Buren 
Exemplary Employee Award for her 
outstanding work as a math teacher. In the 

community, O’Neill is a past president of 
the Belleville Business and Professional 
Women’s Club and is the current finance 
chairwoman of the newly renamed Belleville 
Area Women’s Club.
   She is married to Todd O’Neill and they 
have four children: Harry, Ryan, Austin, 
and Stephanie.

Catherine Krebs, ‘17
   Catherine Krebs was awarded the 
posthumous honor of Distinguished 
Graduate for her achievement in the field of 
education.
   She was a born educator. Her teaching 
career began in Belleville in a one-room 
schoolhouse located in Sumpter and ended 
at Rawsonville Elementary in 1978. Her 
family lines trace back to the first family of 
settlers in Van Buren Township.
   Krebs graduated from BHS in 1917. 
She was editor in chief of the very first 
BHS Yearbook. She was the first of four 

generations to graduate from BHS.
   She attended Michigan Normal College, 
where she earned her teaching degree. In 
1920 she married her high school sweetheart 
James Clark Campbell and moved to Battle 
Creek.
   Early in their marriage, her husband 
became ill, which forced them to return to 
Belleville for the support system of their 
families. Her husband passed away two 
years after the birth of their daughter Janet. 
To make ends meet, she took a teaching job 
in Dearborn and worked other jobs on the 
weekends. In 1959, she returned to Belleville 
after retiring from the Dearborn Schools 
and began teaching third grade at Edgemont 
Elementary. Even after she retired from Van 
Buren Public Schools, she continued as a 
substitute teacher in the district.
   At the age of 74 Campbell taught 
remedial reading at Sumpter School as 
part of a Title One program. Then she 
worked at Rawsonville Elementary as a 
paraprofessional until she turned 80.

BHS Honor Society inductees
    After honoring the Distinguished 
Graduates, the following 71 inductees into 
the National Honor Society were introduced 
by present NHS members:

   Aurea Bearfield, Bianca Bellinger, Jared 
Bellingham, Abbey Bentley, Brandon 
Bond, Jay’len Boone, Karrie Brashear, 
Timo Budiono, Shannon Burton, Brendan 
Carr, Domique Charles, Evan Charles, 
Bianca Crowder, Aryanna Daniels, Damon 
Denson, Jordan Edwards, Carlynn Gasser, 
Alexis Hamel, Leah Hardy, Alec Harris, 
Denzel Harris, Taylor Harrison, Mya 
Harshaw, Zachary Hermosillo-DeBoer, 
Marissa Higgins, Bailey Hunt, Emi Iwao, 
Jayla Jackson, Brian James, Monyca 
Johnson, Britteny Jones, Shelby Kelemen, 
Ethan Klobucar, Wesley LaPrairie, Mary 
Leake, Erion Lee, Jair Leggett, Matthew 
Ley, Verniece Lowe, Alex Maes, Morgan 
Marshall, Olivia McRitchie, Marissa Moore, 
Carly Mutschler, Douglas Nance, Sherri 
Neal, Jada Nelson, Joshua Nichols, Brittany 
Nofz, Kameron Owen, Joshua Patton, Nicole 
Pearce, Victoria Pestano, Brittany Powe, 
Demi Przystup, Bri’onna Reese, Stephen 
Rimando, Andrea Rodriguez, Zjahkeria 
Russell, Ariana Salisbury, Danielle Saval, 
Courtney Schweers, Jonathan Spraggins, 
Josh Sterly, Hannah Terrell, Tanishia 
Townsend, Kyle Walker, Xavier Walker, 
Devoren Wesley, Ryan Youmans, and 
Kendyl Zantop.
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
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POLICE VEHICLE AUCTION

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

On Wednesday, April 30th, 2014, the Van Buren Township Police Department will
conduct a public auction of impounded and abandoned vehicles. The auction will begin
at 10:30am, at J&T Towing and Storage, 287 Industrial Dr. Belleville MI, County of
Wayne, where the following will be offered for sale to the highest bidder.

2003 FORD 4D 1FAFP34P63W140835 14-3183

UNK UNK MC LXYYCMLA250600126 13-28942

2003 FORD SW 2FMZA52443BA15049 14-3901

2000 JEEP SW 1J4FF48S8YL226328 14-4762

At 11:30am, the auction will move to Great Lakes Towing and storage,
42350 Van Born Rd. Belleville MI, County of Wayne, where the following vehicles
will be offered for sale to the highest bidder.

1999 CHEVROLET PU 1GCCT19W9X8181256 14-0764
2001 FORD PU 1FTZX17271NB90920 14-2260
1989 CHRYSLER 2D 1C3XJ45J6KG260096 14-2312
2008 FORD 4D 3FAHP07168R208978 14-2683
2005 DODGE 4D 1B3ES56C25D199472 14-2741
2004 FORD 4D 1FAFP53U04A110795 14-2951
2001 PONTIAC 4D 1G2NF52TX1M572619 14-3157
2007 CHEVROLET SW 3GNDA33PX7S564192 14-3527
2001 FORD SW 1FMRU15W81LA47013 14-3537
1996 CADILLAC 4D 1G6KD52Y3TU294071 14-3838
2008 DODGE 4D 1B3HB28B58D661771 14-2014
2000 FORD 4D 1FAFP55UXYA150076 14-2909
1999 TOYOTA 4D 1NXBR12E7XZ242764 14-1422
1998 CHEVROLET 2D 1G1JC1241W7126300 14-4962

All vehicles are sold in “as is condition.” Bidding on all impounded vehicles will start
at the amount due for towing and storage. Vehicles may be deleted from this list at any
time prior to the start of the auction.

Leon Wright, CMC
Van Buren Township Clerk
Published: April 17, 2014

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Planning
Commission will hold a public hearing in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425
Tyler Road, Charter Township of Van Buren, and County of Wayne, Michigan,
48111 on Wednesday April 23, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. to consider a temporary
land use request on the following described property.

Belleville Square Shopping Center, 10864 Belleville Road, is the subject of this
hearing. This site is located on the west side of Belleville Road north of the
North I-94 Service Drive and south of Tyler Road:

The applicant, USA Fireworks Inc., is requesting Temporary Land Use that
extends beyond the allowable seven (7) consecutive days and may require a
Public Hearing. This hearing is being held in accordance with the requirements
found under the Temporary Land Uses, Buildings, and Structures Section 4.44
of the Zoning Ordinance.  Written comments will be accepted by the Planning
and Economic Development Department until 4:00 p.m., the hearing date.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, reasonable
accommodations will be made available with advance notice.

Posted: April 11, 2014
Published: April 17, 2014

Sumpter Country Fest 
Cutest Baby Contest 
accepting applications
   The Sumpter Township Parks and 
Recreation Commission will hold its 2014 
Cutest Baby Boy and Baby Girl Contest 
on Memorial Day weekend, May 23-26, as 
part of the annual Sumpter Country Fest.
   The contest is open to residents of 
Sumpter and neighboring communities. 
Babies from newborn through age three 
are eligible.
   To enter a child, submit a picture up 
to 5x7” in size with an application form 
to “Sumpter Township Hall, Attn: Baby 
Contest, 23480 Sumpter Rd., Belleville MI 
48111 (734) 461-6201.
   Applications are requested as soon as 
possible but no later than May 22.
   Application forms are available at the 
township hall and at numerous business 
places throughout the area, including the 
Belleville-Area Independent, 152 Main 
Street, Suite 9, Belleville.
   For questions about the contest or to ask 
to have an application form mailed to you, 
call Virginia Belinski at (734) 461-6630.

Girls, ages 7-15, 
welcome to join in 
Sumpter Fest pageant
   Girls, ages 7-15, are welcome to participate 
in the upcoming Sumpter Country Fest 
Royalty Pageant.
   There will be an informational meeting at 
1 p.m., Saturday, April 26, at the parks and 
recreation building at Graham Park, at the 
corner of Sumpter and Wear roads.
   At least 10 girls are needed for the 
pageant. Categories are:
   • Queen - ages 13-15
   • Princess - ages 10-12
   • Junior Princess - ages 7-9
   For more information contact Dru Allen 
734-635-0878.

Amber Baker accepted 
into Univ. of Findlay
   Amber Baker of Belleville has been 
accepted to The University of Findlay for 
the 2014-2015 academic year.
   Baker plans to major in animal science / 
pre-veterinary medicine option.
   The University of Findlay is a 
comprehensive university with a hands-on 
approach to learning located in Findlay, 
Ohio, approximately 45 miles south of 
Toledo.

Upcoming Meetings
   • Monday, April 21 – Belleville City 
Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, April 22 – Van Buren Township 
Downtown Development Authority, 5:30 
p.m. Also, Sumpter Township workshop 
at 6 p.m., followed by regular meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. Also, VBT Water & Sewer 
Commission, 7 p.m. Also, Belleville 
Area District Library Board, 7:30 p.m., at 
Sumpter Township Community Center.
   • Wednesday, April 23 – Sumpter 
Township Zoning Board of Appeals, 6 
p.m., to consider request from Belleville 
Lighthouse Church. Also, Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 
p.m.
   • Monday, May 5 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees work/study session, 4 
p.m. Also, Belleville City Council, 7:30 
p.m.
   • Tuesday, May 6 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees, regular meeting, 7 p.m.

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

   • Thursday, April 17 – DaVinci’s “The 
Last Supper” will be dramatized at the First 
United Methodist Church, 417 Charles 
Street, at 8 p.m. Free.
   • Thursday, April 17 – The Other Book 
Club will meet at different restaurants 
throughout the Belleville area at 7 p.m. 
Contact the library (699-3291) for the 
location. Tonight is “The Golern and the 
Jinni” by Helene Wecker.
   • Friday, April 18 – DaVinci’s “The Last 
Supper” will be dramatized at the First 
United Methodist Church, 417 Charles 
Street, at 8 p.m. Free.
   • Saturday, April 19 – University 
of Michigan Women’s Rowing Team 
competes against Virginia at 9 a.m. on 
Belleville Lake. At 1 p.m. it will be U of M 
vs. Notre Dame on the lake.
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

“You have to be odd to be number one.”
— Dr. Seuss

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Planning
Commission will hold a public hearing in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425
Tyler Road, Charter Township of Van Buren, and County of Wayne, Michigan,
48111 on Wednesday April 23, 2014 at 7:30 p.m. to consider a temporary
land use request on the following described property.

Belleville Walmart #2872, 10562 Belleville Road, is the subject of this hearing.
This site is located on the west side of Belleville Road north of the North I-94
Service Drive and south of Tyler Road:

The applicant, TNT Fireworks Inc., is requesting Temporary Land Use that
extends beyond the allowable seven (7) consecutive days and may require a
Public Hearing. This hearing is being held in accordance with the requirements
found under the Temporary Land Uses, Buildings, and Structures Section 4.44
of the Zoning Ordinance.  Written comments will be accepted by the Planning
and Economic Development Department until 4:00 p.m., the hearing date.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, reasonable
accommodations will be made available with advance notice.

Posted: April 11, 2014
Published: April 17, 2014

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
PLANNING COMMISSION

PUBLIC HEARING

Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren Planning
Commission will hold a public hearing on Wednesday April 23, 2014 at 7:30
p.m., in the Board of Trustees Room, 46425 Tyler Road, Charter Township of
Van Buren, Wayne County, Michigan to consider a request to rezone the
following described property.

Parcel tax ID numbers V-125-83-013-99-0001-000 and V-125-83-013-99-
0011-000, also known as 5800 Belleville Road, are the subject properties
of this hearing.  The parcels measure approximately 57.5 acres.  These
properties are located on the west side of Belleville Road between Michigan
Ave. on the north and Van Born Rd on the south.

The applicant, Costco Wholesale, is requesting this rezoning action. The
Public Hearing is in regards to amending the Charter Township of Van Buren
Zoning Ordinance 06-02-92, as amended, zoning map by rezoning the subject
property from M-1 (Light Industrial) to M-2 (General Industrial).

Written comments will be accepted by the Planning and Economic
Development Department until 4:00 p.m. on the hearing date.

In compliance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, reasonable
accommodations will be made available with advance notice.

Posted: April 11, 2014
Published: April 17, 2014

Court Watching:
Woodford pleads guilty 
to five felonies involving 
internet sex crimes

By Diane Madigan
Independent Court Reporter

   On April 8, Van Buren Township resident 
Darryl Dominic Woodford, 19, pled guilty 
as charged to five 
felonies before Circuit 
Court Judge Margie 
Braxton at the Frank 
Murphy Hall of Justice 
in Detroit.
  The victim is an 11-
year-old girl whose 
parents had checked 
her phone last June 
and found inappropriate photos sent by 
Woodford. They called VBT Police.
   According to VBT Det. Ken Toney, 

Woodford made contact with the unrelated 
11-year-old last summer when she was 
visiting her grandmother.
   VBT sent the phone to Michigan State 
Police for a forensic examination which 
was followed by a Jan. 28 warrant signed 
by the prosecutor’s office.
   Woodford, a first-time, offender, is free 
after posting 10% of his $50,000 bond. He 
will be sentenced May 21 on charges that 
could put him in prison for 20 years.
   The charges Woodford has pled guilty to 
include:
   • Two counts of communicating with 
another to commit internet / computer 
crime;
   • One count of child sexually abusive 
commercial activity;
   • One count of possession of child 
sexually abusive material; and
   • One count of distributing obscene matter 
to children.

Woodford

Sumpter planners set 
public hearing for 
Sumpter Roller Rink

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   In a 14-minute meeting April 10, the 
Sumpter Township Planning Commission 
set a public hearing for 7:05 p.m. Thursday, 
May 8, regarding the request of the Sumpter 
Roller Rink for a special-exception use 
permit.
   Owners of the Roller Rink, Bewey Horn 
and Kathleen Spires, told the planning 
commission that they would like to spread 
out in uses for the rink at 19750 Sumpter 
Road.
   Besides roller skating, they would like to 
have exercise classes, dances, party rentals, 
church revivals, and graduation parties, as 
well as other events.
   Horn said the dances would not be loud 
parties. He said fraternities from Eastern 
Michigan University and the University of 
Michigan already have had roller skating 
parties for the first hour, followed by two 

hours of dancing.
   He said he was advised that he should get 
special land use approval for expanding the 
uses of the roller rink, so that’s what they 
are seeking.

Court Watching:
Davenport Brothers to 
seek formal hearing

By Diane Madigan
Independent Court Reporter

   On April 9 Davenport Brothers 
Construction of Belleville was scheduled 
for a company compliance review at 34th 
District Court.
   The court office told the Independent 
that the company has requested a formal 
hearing for a later date. Steve Davenport 
was at court speaking with the prosecutor.
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SUMPTER TOWNSHIP
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING

REQUEST FOR
SPECIAL EXCEPTION USE PERMIT

The Sumpter Township Planning Commission will hold a Public Hearing at the 
Sumpter Township Hall, 23480 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111 at 7:05 pm, 
Thursday May 8, 2014 regarding the request for a Special Exception use Permit.

NATURE OF THE REQUEST

This proposed request for a special exception for Sumpter Roller Rink 19750 
Sumpter to have Exercise Classes, Dances, Party Rentals, etc.  

SITE LOCATION

The site for the proposed special exception will be on approx. 3 acres located 
at 19750 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111, 81-033-99-0002-000. This Public 
Hearing has been scheduled in accordance with the requirements of Public Act. 
168, Section 0 of 1959 (amendments to the Township Rural Zoning Act. P.A. 
184) to provide all interested citizens an opportunity to express opinions, ask 
questions, and discuss in detail all aspects of the proposed use.

For those unable to attend the Public Hearing, written comments may be           
submitted to the Township Clerk’s Office prior to the hearing date.

Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk
Sumpter Township  Publish:  April 17, 2014

Sumpter Township  Public Notice

Sumpter Township
Regular Board Meeting Minutes

March 25, 2014
Meeting called to order by Treasurer J. Morgan at 
6:30 pm showing present: Treasurer J. Morgan, Clerk 
Hoffman, Trustees: Bates, Hamm, P. Morgan, & 
Swinson. Excused absence Supervisor Vawters. Also 
present:  Attorney Young, Deputy Clerk Hurst and 15 
residents.  
3.  Agenda:  Motion by Hoffman, supported by 
Swinson to approve the agenda as presented.  Motion 
carried unanimously. 
4.  Public comments on agenda items only
5.  Minutes:
A.  Motion by Hamm, supported by Bates to approve 
minutes of the regular board meeting March 11, 2014.  
Motion carried unanimously.
B.  Motion by Hoffman, supported by P. Morgan to 
approve minutes of public hearing March 11, 2014.  
Motion carried unanimously.
C.  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Hoffman to 
accept minutes of the parks & recreation February 19, 
2014.  Motion carried unanimously.
6.  Warrants:  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by 
Bates to approve the warrants totaling $43,960.58.  
Roll call vote:  Yes:  Hoffman, J. Morgan, Bates, 
Hamm, Swinson, & P. Morgan.  Nay:  None.  Absent:  
Vawters.  Motion carried unanimously.
7.  Parks & Recreation:  Motion by Hoffman, 
supported by P. Morgan to approve the parks 
& recreation as submitted.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
8.  Attorney:  Motion by Hamm supported by Swinson 
to appoint the Attorney Young, Trustee Hamm & 
Trustee Bates to negotiate the lease for the satellite 
library in Sumpter and to accept the attorney’s report 
as presented.  Motion carried unanimously.
9.  Board Response
10.  New Business:
A.  Motion by Hoffman, supported by Bates to 
approve the 2014-2015 township budget.  Motion 
carried unanimously.

B.  Motion by Hoffman, supported by Bates to approve 
the Burnham & Flower Insurance for the township 
$123,307.00.  Motion carried unanimously.
C.  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Swinson to 
approve having fireworks by Great Lakes Fireworks 
at the Sumpter Festival May 25, 2014 rain date May 
26, 2014.  Motion carried unanimously.
D.  Motion by Hoffman, supported by Swinson to 
approve the purchase of five (5) digital dashcams 
for police vehicles from digital ally cost $8,415.00.  
Motion carried unanimously.
E.  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Swinson 
to approve to purchase fire fighters uniforms cost 
$7,825.18.  Motion carried unanimously.
F.  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Hoffman to 
approve to hire Nathan Cornwall as on call firefighter.  
Motion carried unanimously.
G.  Motion by Bates, supported by P. Morgan to 
approve resolution 2014-05 Wayne County Parks 
Grant for $20,000.00.  Motion carried unanimously.
11.  Announcements
12.  Open Floor
13.  Adjournment:  Motion by Hoffman, supported 
by P. Morgan to adjourn at 7:21 pm.  Motion carried 
unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk
CERTIFICATION
I, Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk of Sumpter Township, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy 
of minutes taken at a Regular Board Meeting of 
the Sumpter Township Board of Trustees on March 
25, 2014 at 6:30 pm at the Sumpter Township Hall, 
23480 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111, County 
of Wayne, and that said meeting was conducted and 
public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to 
and in full compliance with the Open Meeting Act, 
being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and 
that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be 
available as required by said act.
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk   
Publish: April 17, 2014

Sumpter Township  Public Notice

Sumpter Township
Public Hearing Meeting Minutes

March 25, 2014
Meeting called to order by Treasurer J. Morgan at 
5:30 pm showing present: Clerk Hoffman, Treasurer 
J. Morgan, Trustee:  Bates, Hamm, P. Morgan, & 
Swinson. Excused absence Supervisor Vawters.  Also 
present:  Attorney Young, Deputy Clerk Hurst and 
approximately 9 residents.
3.  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Bates to 
open public hearing at 5:31 pm.  Motion carried 
unanimously
Accountant Jim Glahn spoke regarding the 2014-
2015 Township Budget stating that the township is in 
a good financial position.  We have paid off 9 bonds 
and only have 2 left to pay on.  This is the first year 
that the general fund does not have to supplement 
the water department.  Karen, Sybil and the water 
staff have done an outstanding job collecting the 
delinquent water bills which has made the water/
sewer department have a stable balanced budget.

  Amended		 Proposed
General #101      $ 2,397,150	 $  2,258,625
Royalties #227   $  1,613,151	 $  1,513,000
Fire Fund #206   $    427,087	 $     325,775
Police Fund #207 $   945,346	 $     945,350
911 Fund #261      $    66,000	 $       66,000
Water & Sewer Fund #591	

          $  2,477,020	 $  2,477,020
4.    Motion by Hoffman, supported by P. Morgan to 
close the public hearing at 5:55 pm.
5.  Motion by P. Morgan, supported by Bates to 
adjourn at 5:55 pm.  Motion carried unanimously.
Respectfully submitted,
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr.
CERTIFICATION
I, Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk of Sumpter Township, 
do hereby certify that the foregoing is a true copy 
of minutes taken at a Public Hearing Meeting of 
the Sumpter Township Board of Trustees on March 
25, 2014 at 5:30 pm at the Sumpter Township Hall, 
23480 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111, County 
of Wayne, and that said meeting was conducted and 
public notice of said meeting was given pursuant to 
and in full compliance with the Open Meeting Act, 
being Act 267, Public Acts of Michigan, 1976, and 
that the minutes of said meeting were kept and will be 
available as required by said act.
Clarence J. Hoffman Jr., Clerk  
Publish: April 17, 2014

Sumpter Township
Public Notice

with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

     The Friends of Michigan Animals 
Rescue of Sumpter Township will be 
holding its monthly adoption event this 
Saturday, April 19, from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
at the Petco Pets Store of Westland on 
Warren across from the mall. Call (734) 
461-9458 for info.                

***
Becky & Jessica’s Place Day Care 

Center on Savage Road just east of 5 
Points has openings this spring. Age 
groups include from birth to 12 years old. 
To register, or for more information, call 
(734) 697-0733. 

***
Looking for a DJ and keyboardist for 

your next party or special occasion? Then 
Hamilton Productions of Belleville is the 
one stop shop for your special event. Call 
Tyrone Hamilton at (734) 325-6778.

***
There’s still some openings for Spring 

Break Day Camp April 21-25, from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at the Romulus Athletic Center. 
The camp is for children ages 6-12 and the 
daily events will feature arts and crafts, 
dodge ball, basketball, rock climbing, 
swimming and more.

Call (734) 942-2223 and visit www.
romulusathleticcenter.com .
                               ***

Today’s paper includes an insert featuring 
Ruby Tuesday Restaurants, which are 
located in nearby Canton on Michigan 
Avenue near Canton Center Road, and in 
Westland and Taylor. To learn how you can 
get your flyer inserted into this newspaper, 
call me at (734) 699 9020.

***
The 11th-Annual Italian Bistro Night 

will take place Saturday, April 26, at 5:30 at 
the Yankee Air Museum’s Collections & 
Exhibit Building at Willow Run Airport. 
Tickets are $35 in advance, and $40 at 
the door. Music will be provided by The 
Couriers and the EMU Swing Club. Call 
(734) 483-4030.

***
Doug Dalton Auctioneer is gearing 

up for another Estate Antique Auction 
tomorrow, April 18, beginning at 4 p.m. 
at the Romulus Progressive Hall in 
Romulus. A special auction featuring 
a great selection of country primitives, 
including antique splint baskets, early 
dough boxes, early crocks, churns, 
choppers, and brass items and more, all 
from one owner’s single collection. To see 
tons of photos and descriptions, visit  www.
dougdaltonauctioneer.com .

***
The Belleville Church of God will be 

holding an Easter Eggstravaganza this 
Saturday, April 19, from 10 a.m. to noon. 
Families can enjoy free food, candy, and 
prizes. 

The Belleville Central Business 
Community and the City of Belleville 
will be holding their annual Easter Candy 

Hunt and photos with Flop E. Bunny, 
also this Saturday, from noon to 2 p.m. at 
Victory Park. 

***
Want free color in the Independent? 

Here’s how. Simply sign up for a year with 
us. If you’re an advertiser that runs your ad 
with us every week anyway, the 52-week 
run will not only get your ad colorized by 
our award-winning production team, you’ll 
save 35% off the total contract. To learn 
more, call me at (734) 699 9020.

Community invited to 
Good Friday service
   The Belleville Area Ecumenical 
Association warmly invites the Belleville 
and Van Buren Township community to 
their annual Good Friday celebration at 
noon on April 18.
   This year the service will be held at 
Trinity Episcopal Church, 11575 Belleville 
Road. The preacher will be the Rev. 
Greg Zurakowski from the Belleville 
Presbyterian Church.
   The service lasts about an hour and a half 
and the church will remain open until 3 
p.m. for private prayer.

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020
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A+ Rating with
Your Heating & Cooling FamilY

For Free Estimates, Call
(313) 381-2800

20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 37 YEARS!

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

COMMERCIAL &
RESIDENTIAL (734) 699-9383

Robert@Pioneer-Landscaping.com

Visit Us At:
www.Pioneer-Landscaping.com

Pioneer Landscaping has been in business since 1987. That’s 27 years! We are a 
family owned and operated company and are currently expanding and looking for 

new clients. We can handle both commercial and residential properties. Pioneer 
not only offers grass cutting and landscaping services, but our knowledgeable staff 
will help you determine if your lawn needs fertilization, aeration, and dethatching 

to keep it healthy. These services can be included, at a discounted rate, in your 
yearly lawn maintenance contract if desired. You can also call us to perform only 

one of these services as well. We are skilled, efficient, and professional.
Contact us for all your landscaping and lawn maintenance needs.

541 E. Huron River Dr.
Belleville, MI

734-697-8533 Absolute Auto Care Coupon • Expires May 30, 2014.
BAI

With coupon • Not valid with any other offer.

$4995ALIGNMENT
SPECIAL

SPRING SUPER SALE

Now Located In Former Belleville Transmission.
Towing Service Available. 

Bring In Your Used Oil For Free!
Used Tires

$20 & up

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Belleville Area District Library 
Board set a special meeting for 7:30 p.m., 
April 22, to certify ballot language for the 
Aug. 5 election.
   Ballot language has to be certified and 
submitted by 4 p.m. May 13 in order to be 
on the Aug. 5 ballot.
   At its April 8 regular meeting, the board 
couldn’t decide on how long to levy a 
proposed 1 mill addition to the operating 
millage to run the proposed 45,000 square-
foot library, so it will consider the options 
and vote on it at the special meeting.
   When board members agreed to set the 
meeting, architect Dan Whisler suggested 
it be held at the Sumpter Township 
Community Center, where the branch 
library is proposed to be.
   They decided to give the township board 
time to finish its 6:30 p.m. regular meeting 
across Sumpter Road at the township hall, 
so board members and the public could 
attend the library meeting.
   (On April 15, the library board sent out an 
email saying the 7:30 p.m. April 22 special 
meeting location has been confirmed as the 
Sumpter Community Center.)
   The board has already approved asking 
the voters of Belleville, Sumpter and Van 
Buren to approve bonds of $19,094,863 
to construct the new library, renovate the 

District Library Board sets special meeting to approve operating mill
Sumpter Community Center wing for a 
branch, and pay financing fees.
   This would take a 20-year tax of 1.08 
mills the first year and an average of 0.96 
mill the rest of the years. 
   (1.08 mill is a tax of $1.08 on each $1,000 
of taxable valuation of property and 0.96 
mill is $0.96 tax on each $1,000 of taxable 
valuation of property.)
   In addition, the board unanimously 
approved, in a roll-call vote, putting the 
1 mill of tax for operational purposes on 
the Aug. 5 ballot, as recommended by the 
finance committee.
   This 1 mill would be added to the .7 
mill property owners already voted to 
pay for operation of the present library in 
Belleville.
   The proposed ballot language presented to 
the board will be altered to add how much 
of the taxes is captured by the Belleville 
Downtown Development Authority and 
the Van Buren Township DDA and Local 
Development Finance Authority (LDFA).
   These authorities captured $85,308 from 
the library millage in 2013-14.
   The proposed ballot language set eight 
years, from 2014 to 2021, inclusive, to 
collect the 1 mill. That would have the 1 
mill expiring at the same time as the 0.7 
mill which was approved by voters in 2010 
for 12 years.
   But, the board may decide to have the 

two operational millages expire at different 
times.

Proposed 2014-15 budget
   At its April 8 meeting, a proposed 
budget for the 2014-15 fiscal year was also 
presented to the board. In May, the board 
will set a public hearing on the budget 
before its adoption.
   The approved expenditures for the 2013-
14 budget were $957,400 and expenditures 
rise to $2,172,582 for the 2014-15 proposed 
budget.
   The new budget has $290,000 for 
books, materials, and acquisition services; 
$966,808 for salaries; $323,774 for benefits 
and FICA; and $156,000 for contracted 
services.
   It estimates the DDAs and LDFA 
would capture $208,233 from the library 
operational tax.

Recycling bin
   Board member John Juriga reported that 
First United Methodist Church, across 
Charles Street from the library, will be 
removing its paper recycling bin because 
it is redoing its parking lot. Juriga said the 
library uses that bin to recycle paper.
   Juriga said Van Buren Township 
Supervisor Linda Combs is having the bin 
moved next to the former VBT fire hall 
across Fourth Street from the library.

Physical model of library?
   Board member Michael Boelter asked 
architect Whisler to come up with an 
estimate for a physical model of the 
proposed library building.
   Whisler said he already knows the cost 
because of another project his firm is 
doing. He said it would cost about $5,000 
and take five weeks to put together.

Budget question
   Barbara Rogalle Miller, a Belleville 
attorney, asked from the audience about 
the $32,484.28 expenditure on the check 
register being approved to Penchansky 
Whisler Architects for professional design 
services.
   Miller asked if this expenditure would be 
repaid from bond funds if voters approve 
the bond and she was told by Deputy 
Library Director Mary Jo Suchy, that it 
would probably not be repaid from the 

bond. This payment is taken from current 
operational funds, Suchy said.

New library card for eMagazines
   Library Director Deb Green said the 
library has a Zinio service beginning May 
1. Zinio is an eMagazine service that offers 
patrons remote access to more than 200 
magazines, from Audubon Magazine to 
Yoga Journal. The patron needs to get the 
new library card that hangs on a key chain 
to access Zinio.

Braeden Davis, a student at Keystone 
Academy, won a first-place state 
championship at the recent Michigan Youth 
Wrestling Association’s state competitions 
in Battle Creek. This is the third year he won 
first place in the state contest. Braeden, the 
son of Steve and Renae Davis, is a member 
of the Dundee Wrestling Club/Warrior Elite 
Wrestling Club. He is currently ranked #1 
as a 55-pounder in the U.S. for 8 years and 
under.

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper 

On The Web!
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GARAGE/YARD SALE

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Feel great about the work that you do helping people 

we serve in residential settings. Country home. Training 
provided. $8.40 total per hr. plus good benefits.

Call (734) 753-4804 New Boston
Email resume to: recruiter@questserv.org

There's a good chance we're right in your
neighborhood. We're looking for Direct Care

Assistants to support persons we serve in their 
homes in the Belleville & Romulus communities. 

$8.25 total per hr. plus good benefits.
Call (734) 699-3808 or (734) 699-6543
Email resume to: recruiter@questserv.org

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Caring, mature, enthusi-
astic people needed to 
work with women who 
have disabilities. Part 

time call-ins could lead 
to full time. Will train the 
right person. $7.90/hr. to 

start with paid for
training. Please call

(734) 461-2204

HELP WANTED
Home Health Aides 
Needed in Belleville 

Area. Full Time & 
Part Time. Call

(734) 697-0888
------------

AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm.    For   appointment call
(734) 697-1800                                      TFN

------------
DRIVERS CARTER EXPRESS CDL-A:
New Pay. Solos up to 38 cpm to start. 
Teams up to 47 cpm to start. Home Daily
/Weekly, No Slip Seat. No Touch,
Newer Equipment Dedicated $195 per day
Romulus to Anderson, IN
(855) 219-4838                                  5/8

------------
DRIVERS: RAPID GROWING
GROCERY HAULER.  New pay
package, great benefits, newer trucks.  
Regional, home almost daily, CDL-A, 
2 years exp.  (855) 429-8442             4/24

------------

MATURE HELP WANTED Captain 
Nemo’s, 144 Third St. Belleville. Day 
shift 10 am to 4 pm. Apply in person 4/17

------------
DRIVERS: Need Home-time, Miles? 
Dedicated, Home daily run. Toledo to
Columbus, IN. CDL-A, 6 mos OTR. MTS 
(800) 305-7223                                  4/21

------------
LAWN SERVICE  Must have experience
in  all areas of  lawn service.  Must have 
own transportation. (734) 587-2410
No  experience? Don’t Call                5/1

------------
HAIR STYLIST WITH CLIENTELE 
Preferred   Bladez  (734) 697-5600     5/8

------------

HELP WANTED

2801 KARR South of Willow. May1-3, 
8AM-4PM Multi-family, Lot of items, 
Guy   Stuff   and  Utility  Trailer            5/1

------------
ESTATE SALE - FRI. & SAT.
Apr 18-19, 9AM - 5PM,
106 Clarence, Belleville. Household,
Appliances, Furniture, Misc 4/17

------------

Court Watching:
Plea deal pending 
for habitual offender 
Antoine Lamar Lang

By Diane Madigan
Independent Court Reporter

   In the 34th District Court courtroom of 
Chief Judge Tina Brooks Green on April 
9, the following tri-community cases were 
among those she handled:

Van Buren Township
   Antoine Lamar Lang, 34, while on 
probation, was arrested by Van Buren 

Township police on 
Feb. 16 and charged 
with receiving and 
concealing stolen 
property, larceny, 
domestic violence, and 
assault and battery.
   Lang was brought 
to court from Wayne 
County Jail where he is 

being held. Known as a habitual offender, 
Lang has been arrested 11 times since 2003 
in Wayne County.
   Assitant Wayne County Prosecutor Carrie 
Butoric worked out a deal with Lang’s court 
appointed attorney David Lankford to set 
aside Lang’s felony charges which would be 
dealt with through his probation violation. 
Judge Green scheduled a preliminary exam 
on April 30 in her courtroom. 
   David Steven Parton, 40, also being 
lodged at Wayne 
County Jail and known 
as a habitual offender, 
was arrested on March 
28 while on probation 
by VBT police for first-
degree retail fraud.
   Parton’s court-
appointed attorney 
David Lankford said 
his client wished to waive his preliminary 
examination and so Judge Green bound 
Parton over to circuit court for an 
arraignment on the information on April 
16.
   Pamela Joanne Pelland, 55, is being 
held at Wayne County Jail on a retail fraud 
charge after being arrested by VBT police 
on March 27. Pelland was bound over to 
circuit court for an arraignment on the 
information on April 16.  Pelland’s bond 
was set at $5,000/10%. Her court-attorney 
Lankford asked for a referral by pre-trial 
services.
   Amber Lynn-Carolyn Pierce, 26, was 
arrested on March 21 on two controlled-
substance drug charges: possession of a 
non-narcotic substance and possession of 
analogues.
   Pierce did not show up for her preliminary 
exam on April 9, so Assistant Wayne 
County Prosecutor Ryan Lukiewski asked 
Judge Green for a habeas corpus order, to 
bring her to court.  
   Pierce’s court-appointed attorney Lankford 
asked that the charges be dismissed. He 
said he spoke with Pierce, and Pierce has 
four children and has problems with child 

care.
   Judge Green ordered a bench warrant for 
Pierce telling Lankford that she must show 
up at least by the next morning (April 10).
   Jeffrey Glen McFall, 26, who was 
arrested for domestic violence, had his 
pretrial exam adjourned/postponed until 
April 30.
   Jacqueline Nicole Roth, 32, was arrested 
March 26 for possession of cocaine less 
than 25 grams and operating without a 
license. Under Michigan’s Law 333.7411 
for first-time offenders, Judge Green 
delayed sentencing for 1 year and returned 
90% of her $500 bond.  

Sumpter Township
   Michael Lee Crane, 37, was arrested 
by Sumpter Township police for operating 
while intoxicated-3rd and driving while 
license suspended.
   Crane’s court-appointed attorney 
Lankford asked the prosecutor to lessen the 
charge, but his request was denied. Crane 
was bound over to circuit court for an April 
23 arraignment on the information.
   Daniel Neil Oliver, 35, was arrested by 
Sumpter police on Feb. 10 for a felony, 
operating while intoxicated-3rd, and a 
driving while license suspended-2nd warrant 
from Jan. 17.
   Oliver, who is known as a habitual 
offender, is being held in the Wayne 
County Jail. After waiving his preliminary 
exam, an arraignment on the information 
was scheduled for April 23 at the Frank 
Murphy Hall of Justice.
   Matthew Harrington Stiffler, 45, was 
arrested in Sumpter for unlawfully driving 
away a motor vehicle on March 21. He was 
out on $4,500 personal recognizance bond 
but did not show up for his preliminary 
exam.  Judge Green issued a bench warrant 
for his arrest.

City of Belleville
   April Sibbitt was due to be arraigned 
and a have a pretrial exam for child abuse-
4 and assault and battery. Sibbitt did not 
show up at court so Judge Green issued a 
bench warrant for her arrest.

Lang

Parton
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FOR SALE

HAY FOR SALE
Round Bales Only.
Leave Message.

734-587-2344

WANTED:
JUNK CARS
Running or Not. Top $

Paid. Call For Free
Pickup. Drive In For

Extra Dollars.
734-282-1700

WE BUY
JUNK CARS
7 Days A Week For

$300 & Up!
Cash Paid!

(734) 787-1444

WANTEDAUCTION

“Being powerful is like being a lady. If 
you have to tell people you ARE, you 
AREN’T.”

-- Margaret Thatcher
British Prime Minister, 1925-2013

JNG Auction Services
881 Sumpter Rd.

ONLINE:  April 25-30
Tools, Small appliances,

automotive, seasonal & more!

Estate auctions, Business liquidations, Downsizing. 
From coins to cars and boats, call us today!

www.JNGAUCTIONS.com
734-489-4636
THE Q OPENING SOON!

PUBLIC AUCTION
Notice is hereby given that on 4/25/14

at 9:00 a.m. or after the contents of the 
following storage units will be sold by 

competitive bidding at:
U-Lock-It Self Storage LLC

6130 Rawsonville Rd.,Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 482-1502

SPACE #E-8, Richard Tubbs – Tool box with tools, 
motor bike, dolly, car ramps, step stool, chrome 
wheels, gas can, assorted car parts, misc. items
SPACE #J-18, Leronda Washington – Queen 
mattress, box springs, 12 boxes, ironing board, totes, 
misc. items
		            publish: April 17, 2014

------------
MISSOURI FOX TROTTER. Awesome 
horse. Great for kids or inexperienced 
people  $1800   (734) 796-4770           5/1

------------
CRESTLINER    BOAT   &   TRAILER 
22.5 x 8.5 Beam. Too many accessories to 
list.  Make an offer   (734) 645-2250     5/1

------------
1973   MOBILE   HOME   FOR   SALE
Belleville Manor. 4 Bed/2 Full Bath. 
Large rooms $5,000 OBO.  Stove $50,
Refrigerator  $50    (734)   796-4770      5/1

------------
CHAIR DK GREEN ALL LEATHER,
ample in size, very comfortable.
Excellent condition, $50. Please call
after 3 pm. (734) 697-7805              4/17

------------
JAYCO CAMPING TRAILER, sleeps 
5, needs minor work - $2500  OBO
(734) 262-1026                                 4/17

------------
BIRD  HOUSES  &   FEEDERS,
See at  357 E. Columbia, Belleville,
Call (734) 325-6330               4/17

------------
TWO SNAPPER RIDING MOWERS, 
need   work,       $200     OBO     for all.
(734) 483-1507                                 4/24

------------

FOR SALE
GENTLY USED JIGSAW PUZZLES, all 
pieces. 1000 pc. $3, 500 pc. $2.  Women’s 
clothing 3X-5X tops $4, 2 Winter coats 
$15  Call 734-697-8977                     4/24

------------
2001 TEXTRON BOB-CAT MOWER. 
Model #94221A ZT 219 19HP Kaw.
52” Side discharge. 937 Hours. Recently 
serviced. Great condition. $3800 or best 
offer.  734-740-0131   Belleville        4/24

------------
FURNITURE FOR SALE  Dining Room
and Bedroom Solid wood
Call:  734-697-0021                            4/24

------------
OAK ENTERTAINMENT CENTER
VGC $500. 1972 Detroit Tigers
Autographed Baseball VGC $400. 
Wood Rocking Chair VGC $50.
(734) 699-5391                   5/1

-----------
GREEN WICKER KITCHEN TABLE 
with 4 chairs, 41” Class top, Seat cushions
Placemats inc. $150, Space heater $25  
(734) 699-0274  between  3-9pm        5/01

-----------

C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions     
Discount Prices      -      Guaranteed!            
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

------------
1985   BLUEBIRD   SCHOOL   BUS 
81,000 miles    (734) 740-8761           5/8

------------
2006 FORD EXPLORER, EDDIE 
BAUER EDITION, with 3rd Row Seat, 
66,500   miles,   $9750 Firm,        See at
44274 Robson,  Belleville                  4/17

------------
1996 DODGE DAKOTA SLT, 190,000 
miles, good condition-runs good, new
battery-week old, $2500, 357 E. Columbia 
Belleville  (734) 325-6330                 4/17

------------
2011 DODGE GRAND CARAVAN 
Braun Conversion 7,000 miles under 
warranty. 2nd row fold-down bucket 
seats Rear entry power tailgate, Drop-
down ramp   $32,000         MUST SEE
(734) 751-5123                                5/01

------------

WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS 
for the homeless.  Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                                     TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS
of Shampoo, Toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit.   Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600                                      TFN

------------
WANTED - WORK - Asking $10/hr.
taking you to Doctors, Shopping, 
Cleaning, Gardening, etc.  Belleville 
Area.  (734) 697-7506                        4/24

VEHICLE FOR SALE

WANTED

------------
MATURE WOMAN looking for 
roommates in my Belleville home.  For 
details call Ann (734) 649-1710         4/24

------------
WANTED  -  SEASONAL   BOAT   
SLIP   for     20ft.   PONTOON on 
Belleville    Lake       -     Call       Keith at
(734) 740-4218                                  4/24

------------
LOOKING FOR BOAT HOIST
REMOVAL SERVICE. On Ford Lake
Call (734) 323-6562               4/17

------------

MICHELLE MONTOUR of Huron River
Dr. You’ve won a dozen free ros-
es.  Pick them up at Main St. Flower’s
downtown, Belleville. (734) 697-7400 or
www.mainstreetflowersbelleville.com  TFN

------------
FREE COUCH 78 inches long, small 
flowers on off-white background. You 
must pick-up  (734) 697-1622           4/24

------------

BEAUTIFUL TOWNHOUSE! 2 BR,
Pool, laundry  inside, nice landscape,
FREE water/storage. Haggerty exit
@ Savage. $825 + Security.
(734) 776-1480                                  4/17

------------
SMALL 1-BR. APARTMENT Located 
on Main St. all util. inc. plus cable  $630 
per month plus security. Avail. in May
Call (734) 788-1717                          4/21

------------
HOME FOR RENT       Belleville Area      
2 BR, 1 Bath, Single family home, Lin-
coln Schools, $600 month Plus Security  
 (734) 461-1362                                   4/24

----------

2 BD/DUPLEX.   Available  Immediately. 
$550/mo.      1st Month     &     Security 
(734) 635-4260                                   4/21

------------

FREE

FOR RENT

FOR RENT

SERVICES

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

Call FIRST CLASS LANDSCAPING
(734) 699-4711

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
YEAR RouND SERvICES
Weekly Mowing, Aerations, 
De-Thatching, Seed & Sod, 

Tree, Bush & Stump Removal 
And Much More!

www.FIRSTCLASSLANDSCAPING.net

Take Advantage of Early Bird Rates!

Residential – Commercial

For Details, Call Jason
734-740-0857

Lakefront Window
Cleaning

Get a 7 Day Rain Proof 
Warranty for Residential!

------------
LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs
too LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL.
Residential Snow Removal
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224                                 TFN

------------
C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions
Discount Prices         -         Guaranteed!
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

------------
MURRAY’S GENERAL SERVICES 
Commercial & Residential Lawn Care.  
Licensed & Insured.  Spring clean up & 
Hauling.   (734) 325-6062                  4/17

-----------
MD APPLIANCE SERVICE
Refrigerators, “Washers, Dryers, Ranges, 
$20 House Call  (734) 782-3354         8/28

------------
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville
Next to the Belleville Post Office

(734) 699-1550

10% OFF

Hours
Mon.-Thurs. 11aM-10pM  •  Fri. 11aM - 11pM

saT. 12pM-11pM  • sun. 12pM-10pM

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders) or Buffet Purchase Per Person
ChIna KIng EXPRESS CouPon. CouPon EXPIRES aPRIL 30, 2014

Dine-in Or 
Carry Out

Chinese &
american Food

Budweiser Bottles - $2, wine availaBle!

HOTSPOT

JOIN US FOR FISH ON THE MENU,
SHRIMP & SEAFOOD ON OUR BUFFET

The following are selected calls for VBT Police.
Sunday, April 6:
   0145 – noise complaint, Oak Ln./I-94 N. Service
   0237 – violation public health code/violation 
controlled substance act, Denton Rd.
   0443 – noise complaint, E. Archwood Dr.
   0912 – disturbance, Oak Ln.
   0916 – larceny, Bentley Dr.
   1202 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1428 – juvenile complaint, Quirk Rd.
   1433 – ATV/ORV complaint, Jackson St.
   1443 – malicious destruction of property, Rolan 
Meadows
   1457 – fight, Alden Ave.
   1546 – juvenile complaint, America
   1601 – private property accident, Van Born
   1622 – ATV/ORV complaint, Ashbury Dr./Denton
   1623 – water leak found, Beck
   1729 – private property accident, Meijer Gas
   1749 – breaking & entering, Holly Ln.
   1820 – disorderly conduct, Andover Dr.
   1827 – noise complaint, N. Bellridge Dr.
   1912 – disorderly conduct, Belleville
   2028 – missing person, Quirk Rd.
   2040 – intimidation threat, Belleville Rd.
   2133 – assault & battery, Lindsey Dr.
   2143 – assault & battery, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2147 – juvenile complaint, Greenbriar Dr.
Monday, April 7:
   0122 – noise complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0614 – larceny from auto, Vernon St.
   1043 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1131 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Parkwood 
Dr.
   1137 – narcotics crime, Sawgrass Ct.
   1346 – larceny from auto, Greenwood Dr.
   1441 – private property accident, Van Born
   1557 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1601 – private property accident, Samuel Barton
   1837 – intimidation threat, Savage Rd.
   1912 – larceny, Comfort Inn
   2111 – suspicious person, Beck/Tyler
Tuesday, April 8:
   0153 – larceny from auto, N. Purple Save Ct.
   0324 – property damage accident, Haggerty/Riggs
   0724 – odor investigation, McBride Ave.
   1315 – assault & battery, Brookside Dr.
   1330 – larceny, Bentley Dr.
   1625 – private property accident, Rawsonville
   1749 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1758 – private property accident, Westlake
   1835 – larceny, McBride Ave.
   1902 – property damage accident, Haggerty/Tyler
   1938 – assault & battery, Chatsworth Dr.
   1950 – larceny, Village Green Ln.
   2035 – property damage accident, Haggerty Rd. / E. 
Huron River Dr.
   2035 – disturbance, Meadows Cir.
   2203 – missing person, Quirk Rd.
   2253 – suspicious vehicle, Valero
Wednesday, April 9:
   0517 – disorderly conduct, Belleville Rd.
   0614 – breaking & entering, Parkwood Dr.
   1034 – trespassing, Belleville Rd.
   1132 – private property accident, Belleville
   1215 – private property accident, Van Born Rd.
   1245 – larceny, Bemis Rd.
   1401 – narcotics crime, Denton Rd.
   1547 – dumping complaint, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1656 – intimidation threat, Renton Rd.
   1731 – suspicious person, Edgedale Dr.
   1752 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Van Born rd.
   1857 – property damage accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Belleville Rd.
   1954 – shots fired, Michigan Ave.
Thursday, April 10:
   0815 – larceny from auto, Lighthouse Dr.
   0946 – malicious destruction  of property, Ironwood 
Dr.
   1050 – malicious destruction of property, Denton
   1248 – property damage accident, Park Estates
   1329 – mental, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1649 – breaking & entering, McBride Ave.
   1823 – fraud, Country Walk
   1929 – juvenile complaint, Arborview Ln.

 Friday, April 11:
   0703 – mental, Bradley Dr.
   0732 – private property accident, Rawsonville
   0805 – larceny from auto, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0859 – larceny from auto, Alba Ct.
   1011 – larceny from auto, Harmony Ln.
   1127 – larceny from auto, Lakeview Ct.
   1253 – larceny, Belleville Rd.
   1430 – harassment call, Metro PCS
   1435 – property damage accident, Haggerty Rd./ 
Bemis Rd.
   1508 – intimidation threat, Parkwood Manor
   1539 – personal injury accident, Ecorse/Haggerty
   1554 – property damage accident, Ecorse/I-275
   1639 – ATV/ORV complaint, Savage/Wildbrook
   1656 – property damage accident, Haggerty/I-94
   1700 – property damage accident, Belleville/I-94
   1728 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd.
   1743 – assault & battery, Sylvia Dr.
   1809 – breaking & entering, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1812 – juvenile complaint, Sawgrass Ct.
   2020 – larceny, McBride Ave.
   2044 – missing person, Quirk
   2228 – noise complaint, W. Archwood
   2245 – disturbance, Oak Ln.
   2332 – assault & battery, Lake Villa Dr.
Saturday, April 12:
   0054 – suicide or attempt, Castell
   0704 – arrest assist, Denton Rd.
   0837 – malicious destruction of property, Tavistock 
Dr.
   0951 – missing person, Madison Dr.
   0957 – lake complaint, Harmony Ln.
   1032 – intimidation threat, Rose Blvd.
   1043 – juvenile complaint, Tompkins St.
   1053 – hold up alarm, Rawsonville Rd.
   1240 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1255 – dumping complaint, N. I-94 Service Dr. / 
Haggerty Rd.
   1346 – larceny from auto, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1414 – breaking & entering, Ayres Ave.
   1531 – property damage accident, Tyler/Haggerty
   1713 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd.
   1716 – missing person, Village Green Ln.
   1754 – shots fired, Ecorse Rd.
   1957 – larceny from auto, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2031 – breaking & entering, Haggerty Rd.
   2056 – mental, Meadows Ct.
   2058 – noise complaint, Park Estates
Also on this week’s log are 182 traffic stops, with 23 
of those on the I-94 freeway.

Sunday, April 6:
   0029 – suspicious vehicle, 5 Points
   0140 – warrant arrest, Main St.
   1004 – animal complaint, E. Huron River Dr.
   1107 – animal complaint, Biggs Ave.
   1133 – alarm intrusion, Sumpter Rd.
   1405 – trespassing, Main St./N. Liberty St.
   1557 – welfare check, W. Columbia Ave.
   1752 – miscellaneous complaint, Savage/Sheldon
   1906 – follow-up, Martz
   2159 – agency assist, Sumpter Rd./Montague Ave.
Monday, April 7:
   0002 – disturbance, W. Columbia Ave.
   0131 – warrant arrest, Main St.
   0928 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1031 – suspicious person, Sumpter Rd.
   1135 – assist fire dept., Robbe St.
   1138 – assault & battery, McBride
   1453 – driving under the influence, S. Edgemont 
Ave. / E. Huron River Dr.
   1543 – fraud, Main St.
Tuesday, April 8:
   0249 – suspicious vehicle, Bay Pointe Dr.
   0906 – information, Light Tower Ct.
   1124 – vehicle lockout, Sumpter Rd.
   1200 – property damage accident, Sumpter/Owen
   1346 – miscellaneous complaint, Victoria 
Commons
   1430 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1920 – property damage accident, 5th St./Main
   2028 – welfare check, N. Liberty St.
   2103 – warrant arrest, Main St.
Wednesday, April 9:

   0220 – suspicious person, Main St./High St.
   1143 – larceny, E. Huron River Dr.
   1150 – property damage accident, Main St.
   1424 – private property accident, Secretary of State
   1820 – suspicious vehicle, Belle Villa Blvd.
   2004 – disturbance, S. Liberty St.
Thursday, April 10:
   0028 – warrant arrest, Main St.
   0756 – vehicle lockout, E. Thornhill Ct.
   1045 – juvenile complaint, S. Edgemont Ave.
   1222 – warrant arrest, Horizon Park
   2006 – warrant arrest, Main St.
Friday, April 11:
   0809 – assault & battery, Owen St./Sumpter Rd.
   0926 – E-911 hang up/investigation, Sumpter Rd.
   1103 – sexual assault, Carmell St.
   1132 – disorderly conduct, W. Columbia Ave.
   1217 – private property accident, A&W
   1239 – domestic assault, Main St.
   1355 – weapons violation, W. Columbia Ave.
   1946 – vehicle lockout, W. Columbia Ave.
   2240 – assist fire dept., Oxford Ct.
Saturday, April 12:
   0310 – vehicle repossession, Loza Ln.
   0344 – suspicious person, Lohr
   0919 – intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
   1409 – family trouble, Henry St.
   1432 – intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
   1440 – ATV/ORV complaint, Aberdeen
   1442 – intrusion alarm, S. Edgemont Ave.
   1854 – intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
   2014 – property check, Main St.
   2131 – assist fire dept., Robbe St.
   2237 – property damage accident, E. Huron River 
Dr. / Angola St.
   2252 – assist fire dept., E. Waterbury Ct.
Also on this week’s log are 43 traffic stops.

Sunday, April 6:
   0221 – warrant arrest, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0411 – alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1238 – civil dispute, 47000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1331 – suspicious incident, 24000 bl. Sherwood
   1816 – suspicious incident, 50000 bl. Willow Rd.
   2047 – shots fired, New Mexico
Monday, April 7:
   0815 – civil dispute, Texas
   1004 – civil dispute, 21000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1353 – warrant arrest, out of township
   1646 – trespassing complaint, New Mexico
   2127 – larceny, Nevada
Tuesday, April 8:
   0026 – fire dept. assist, Birch
   0704 – animal complaint, Willow/Haggerty
   0855 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Haggerty
   0905 – animal complaint, 26000 bl. Haggerty
   0944 – harassment complaint, 47000 bl. Bemis
   1209 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1309 – fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1336 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1350 – suspicious vehicle, Willis/Haggerty
   2004 – threats complaint, E. Arizona
   2106 – larceny, 23000 bl. Carleton West Rd.

Wednesday, April 9:
   0804 – missing person report, 45000 bl. Judd
   1111 – suspicious incident, 17000 bl. Sumpter
   1310 – animal complaint, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1415 – animal complaint, 9300 bl. Rawsonville
   1821 – breaking & entering report, Mulberry
   1826 – harassment complaint, 21000 bl. Haggerty
   1859 – accidental damage report, Wyoming
   1917 – civil dispute, Texas
   2047 – family trouble, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   2336 – animal complaint, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Thursday, April 10:
   0731 – animal complaint, Willow/Karr
   0758 – well-being check, Edgewood
   1026 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1124 – mental health commitment, 45000 bl. Arkona 
Rd.
   1214 – animal bite, 11000 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1216 – citizen assist, 28000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1304 – traffic hazard, Sumpter/Bemis
   1354 – alarm, 45000 bl. Victoria Ave.
   1412 – civil dispute, 5400 bl. Oakville Waltz Rd.
   1624 – fire dept. assist, 50000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1627 – assist other agency, 12000 bl.  Rawsonville
   1805 – ORV complaint, 24000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1925 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl.  Dunn Rd.
   2332 – suspicious vehicle, Pecan
Friday, April 11:
   0058 – flee & elude, Rawsonville/Willis
   0255 – noise complaint, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0323 – fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0420 – mental health commitment, 45000 bl. 
Arkona Rd.
   0938 – animal complaint, 46000 bl. Traskos
   1007 – larceny, Rustic Lane
   1122 – suspicious incident, Pecan
   1148 – mental health commitment, 45000 bl. Arkona 
Rd.
   1212 – civil dispute, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1319 – fire dept. assist, 42000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1540 – suspicious incident, 43000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1543 – animal complaint, Sumpter/Willow
   1550 – neighbor dispute, 22000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1601 – animal complaint, 44000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1753 – fire dept. assist, Birch
   2334 – operating while intoxicated arrest, Sumpter 
/ Bemis
Saturday, April 12:
   0024 – animal complaint, 23000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   0352 – animal complaint, 7000 bl. Oakville Waltz
   0819 – suspicious incident, 25000 bl. Clark Rd.
   0823 – animal complaint, 24000 bl. Clark Rd.
   1343 – alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1715 – alarm, 50000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1826 – fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Clark Rd.
   1856 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1906 – well-being check, 24000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1924 – reckless driver complaint, 45000 bl. Harris 
   2055 – shots fired, 44000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   2137 – shots fired, 45000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   2139 – operating while intoxicated, Oakville Waltz 
/ Waltz
   2148 – alarm, Montana
   2235 – family trouble, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2336 – suspicious incident, 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 12 follow-up investigations, 
39 miscellaneous details, 112 patrol checks, and 53 
traffic stops.
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BREAKFAST 
SERVED

ALL DAY!

9624 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI
734-697-1000

Hours: Monday - Saturday 6am – 10pm  •  Sunday 7am – 9pm

We Have A Clown
Every Monday 6–8pm

Bring Your Kids for Face Painting

and Free Balloon Fun!

Chicken
Wings

Every Wednesday All Day!
Small Greek Salad with a Cup of Soup Only $5.99

Fish & Chips Special

Fish &
Chips

Monday - Friday
Breakfast Specials

6am - 11am
Starting at only $1.99

No Coupon Needed!

FISH & CHIPS
EVERY WEDNESDAY & FRIDAY

99¢
CONEYS

EVERY MONDAY

Every Thursday All Day!
Gyro or Chicken Gyro with fries Only $5.99

No Coupon Needed!

www.leosconeyisland.com

SEAFOOD SPECIALS
Every Wednesday & Friday

ALL YOu CAN
EAT FISH

$8.99

Homestyle Cinnamon French
Toast Combo $6.99

4 Slices of our homestyle cinnamon 
bread with 2 eggs and 2 bacon strips 

or 2 sausage links.

4 Slices of Homestyle Cinnamon 
French Toast $4.99

Lumberjack Cinnamon 
French Toast Combo

2 eggs your way, two sliced bacon, 
two sausage links, sliced ham, and 

American Fries.

2 slices of Cinnamon French Toast $7.99
4 slices of Cinnamon French Toast $8.99

Gyro or
ChiCken
Gyro2

With Mini 
Greek Salad 

and Drink
$699

Other 2
Sandwiches

Also Available.
Ask Your 
Server.

Pet of the Week
Friends of Michigan 

Animals Rescue

Add a bit of international delight to 
your life by meeting Schooner. He’s 
a 10 month old Royal Bahamian 
Potcake mix, yes you read the 
name right and no he’s not illegal. 
Originating from the Bahamas the 
Potcake breed got their name from 
the thick left-over food they were 
traditionally fed as stray island 
dogs. Until recent migration into 
the U.S. they all shared an isolated 
gene pool making them a very 
unique species of dog. Intelligent 
and affectionate, the Potcake breed 
make for loyal companions once 
they bond with a human caretaker. 
Schooner is a very nice but shy little 
pup that will need some extra time 
and patience to fully develop his best 
doggy self. He’s still young enough 
that with positive experiences and 
a slow and patient approach he 
should outgrow any skittishness. 
He likes being outside very much 
and shows a happier and more 
energetic personality when romping 
around in the yard or on walks. 
His leash walking is improving but 
he still needs on-leash work along 
with general positive reinforcement 
training. Schooner also likes treats 
and along with a soft-spoken 
approach it’s a good bet you’ll win 
him over in no time. Come spend 
some time with Schooner and 
we are sure he’ll delight with his 
very own international flare. He’s 
neutered, vaccinated and micro-
chipped. 734-461-9458

“SCHOONER”

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At Monday’s regular meeting, the Van 
Buren Public Schools Board of Education 
unanimously approved a resolution asking 
Wayne RESA to put a 2-mill, 5-year 
property tax question on the Aug. 5 ballot 
for all of Wayne County voters.
   School Supt. Michael Van Tassel said 
school districts are looking at how to get 
more funds for operations and they asked 

School Board endorses RESA ballot proposal for 2 mill tax
Wayne RESA to put a regional enhancement 
millage proposal to the electors at the state 
primary election.
   This is permitted by the Michigan School 
Code of 1976, as amended, if approved by 
a majority of the voters in the intermediate 
school district. In this area the intermediate 
school district is the Wayne County 
Regional Educational Service Agency: 
Wayne RESA.
   The 2 mills are expected to raise $80 
million when first levied in 2014 and will 
be divided among the 33 school districts 
in Wayne County based on the number of 
students.
   Van Buren Public Schools is expected to 
get about $1.9 million of the total per year.
   Supt. Van Tassel said it would be only fair 
to let the voters know in advance what the 
district is going to do with the enhancement 
funds and that will be worked out over the 
next weeks so it can be presented before 
the election.
   “It’s not free money,” Van Tassel 
stressed. “We must remember it’s actually 
coming out of the taxpayers’ pockets in our 
district.”
   “It’s on the August ballot, just like 
the library questions,” said board Vice-
President Martha Toth. “I sure would hate 
to put us in competition with them.”
   “I don’t think we should shy away,” said 
Treasurer Sherry Frazier. “I want a library 
… but if it [the enhancement millage] did 
go through it would help the children in the 
whole community.”

Administrative raises
   In a related financial matter, Treasurer 
Sherry Frazier asked that the agenda 
item “Contract Renewals for Cabinet” be 
removed from the consent agenda so it 
could be discussed.
   The two-year administrative contracts 
were for Director of Instruction Diane 
Kullis, Director of Human Resources 
Shonta Langford-Green, and Director of 

Plant Operations James A. Williams.
   Kullis and Green will get $110,000 for 
the 2014-15 school year and $113,300 (3% 
step increase) for the 2015-16 school year.
   Williams will get $90,000 for the 2014-
15 school year, with $92,700 (3% step 
increase) for 2015-16.
   Van Tassel said the salaries of cabinet 
members have been stagnant for many 
years and he had compared their salaries 
with other districts and found the VBPS 
salaries considerably lower.
   “We don’t want to lose them prematurely,” 
he said. He said the Instruction and Human 
Resources salaries went up 4.7% over last 
year and then will go up 3% for 2015-16.
   Van Tassel said it has been determined 
that after Williams gets certified, he will 
get a raise.
   “It’s embarrassing,” said Toth. “We lose 
Ms. Moffitt and will have to pay someone 
else more to do the great job she did.” 
She referred to the retirement of Director 
of Finance Karen Moffitt announced that 
evening.
   Frazier pointed out that the teacher 
contract is not settled yet and people in the 
other bargaining units will say the board 
gave an increase to a few.

   Van Tassel said contract negotiations for 
all the bargaining units were under way. He 
said that 58% of the teachers got a 9% raise 
this year.
   In other business at the April 14 meeting, 
the board:
   • Honored Gene Taylor on his retirement 
as Belleville Police Chief and thanked him 
for his service to the schools over the past 
37 years;
   • Accepted the retirements of Director 
of Finance Karen Moffitt after 2.5 years of 
service as of June 30 and Sandra Fields as 
Lunchroom Supervisor after 13.5 years of 
service as of March 10;
   • Approved the purchase of electronic 
signs for Tyler Elementary and Owen 
Intermediate schools at a total cost of 
$38,190 from the 2014 Sinking Fund. 
Curb Appeal Concepts was the low bidder 
of five;
   • Approved mechanical controls system 
upgrades in the amount of $66,553 from 
the 2014 Sinking Fund for Rawsonville 
and Edgemont Schools. Low bidder of 
three was Control Net;
   • Heard a legislative funding update from 
Director of Finance Karen Moffitt. She 
reported current proposals for education 
from the governor, senate, and house;
   • Approved 2013-14 budget amendments 
as outlined by Moffitt, which expects a 
$4,620,024 fund balance as of June 30;
   • Heard a report on educational programs 
at Rawsonville Elementary from Principal 
Karensa Smith and two staff members;
   • Approved the Carnegie Learning 
Common Core Algebra II course beginning 
in the 2014-15 school year, at a cost of 
about $29,711.90. The students have 
completed Carnegie Learning Algebra I 
and Geometry courses and teachers and 
administrators agreed they should continue 
in this rigorous coursework; and
   • Went into closed-door session to discuss 
contract negotiations.

   “It’s not free 
money. We must 
remember it’s 
actually coming out 
of the taxpayers’ 
pockets in our 
district.”

-- School Supt.
Michael Van Tassel
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Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to Dealer.  May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

used car special

2014
FusiON se

24 month lease for

$166/mo.*
Up To $3,000 in RebaTes.

bUy FoR $19,094

2014 escape se
24 month lease for

$186/mo.*
Up To $2,500 in RebaTes. bUy FoR $21,374

2014 taurus sel
24 month lease for

$231/mo.*
Up To $6,000 in RebaTes. bUy FoR $21,091

2014
FOcus se

24 month lease for

$135/mo.*
Up To $3,500 in RebaTes.

bUy FoR $14,843

2014 F-150
super creW Xlt 4X4

V-8, Leather 
24 month lease for

$264/mo.*
Up To $5,750 in RebaTes.

bUy FoR as Low as $33,738

SPECTACULAR
SPRING SAVINGS!
ON YOUR NEXT VEHICLE

LEASE OR PURCHASE!
Atchinson Ford hAs Been AwArded the

President’s AwArd From Ford motor

comPAny! it’s the highest Achievement

we cAn receive in customer sAtisFAction!

2013 FOrd e-350 Xlt
12 Passenger, V8

onLy $18,999


