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Independent photos by Rosemary K. Otzman
Belleville retired Police Chief Gene Taylor, left, was grand marshal of Saturday’s opening 
day parade for the new Van Buren Area Little League. Chief Taylor also threw out the first 
baseball of the season and was given a trophy with the game ball in it. At right is Marc 
Littleson, who became president of VBALL in November. The player participation rose 
from 324 last year to 368 as of Saturday. After hearing Jessica Bell sing “The National 
Anthem” and “America the Beautiful” and Tommy Leese read the Little League Pledge, 
Littleson thanked the many, many people who worked to get ready for opening day and 
those who donated funds. He introduced all the teams and coaches lined up around the 
field. Then, Littleson yelled out, “Play Ball!” The season has begun.

Danny Belanger threw out the first softball of the season at Saturday’s opening day for 
VBALL. Next Saturday at 10 a.m. his late father, Harold Belanger, will be honored when 
a VBALL service is held to dedicate the Harold Belanger Memorial Field at the Beck 
Road Baseball Complex.

The Opening Day parade lined up on McBride and marched up Beck Road to the Little 
League Ball Fields as families watched their teams heading for the diamonds. Then the 
festivities began with lots of picture snapping by the proud families and lots of cheering 
for the young teams.

16-year-old student 
shot near BHS; male 
suspect in custody

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   After being shot in the face, a 16-year-old 
Belleville High School student was taken to 
St. Joseph Mercy Hospital by Huron Valley 
Ambulance at about 6:30 p.m. Monday.
   Belleville Police Chief Hal Berriman 
said the student is in temporary serious 
condition. The gunshot damaged the teen’s 
cheek and teeth.
   Chief Berriman said Belleville Police 
recovered the weapon. A 22-year-old 
male is in custody and was expected to be 
arraigned on Wednesday. Berriman said 

the suspected shooter came in with his 
mother and surrendered to police Monday 
evening.
   Berriman said at about 7 p.m. Monday 
his officers called him to the scene along 
West Columbia between Columbia Court 
and Tuscan Manor, about a block away 
from BHS. He said Police Cpl. Kris Faull, 
the School Resource Officer, got alarmed 
when she saw reports all over Facebook 
about a BHS student being shot.
   A neighbor along West Columbia said he 
saw a male in a brown hoodie walk by and 
then he heard a pop.
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One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

´CHIMNEYS BUILT -
REPAIRED & CLEANED

´SCREENS INSTALLED

´TUCK POINTING

´ROOFING & GUTTERS

´RESIDENTIAL

´COMMERCIAL

´VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED • INSURED

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 50th

YEAR!
OUR 50th

YEAR!

PUT OVER 26 YEARS EXPERIENCE TO WORK FOR YOU!

Quality Home
Maintenance Service

Belleville, MI 48111

Licensed
Insured

Visit Our New 
Website @

www.AQHMS.com

Rick Smith
Electrician

Builder
734-968-4509

FREE
ESTIMATES

Kitchens & Baths • Interior & Exterior Painting • Additions
Basements • Decks • Pole Barns • Electrical • Concrete

Docks • EPA Certified for Lead Paint Removal

Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce Business of the Year 2013

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee

Rental Car Assist
R.V. Repair
Auto Glass

Motorcycle
& Watercraft

James Chudzinski Owner
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

For The Control of Ants, Bees, Fleas, 
Bed Bugs, Rats, Mice, Roaches,

Spiders, & Other Pests.
LICENSED / INSURED

Senior Discounts
Serving WAYNE COUNTY

& Surrounding Areas.
Commercial & Residential Service

“Ask About Our
Money Back Guarantee”

734-699-6889  866-55-HONEY
(554-6639)

J.C. HONEY, Owner
31 Years Experience

WE’RE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 8 A.M.
Gift Certificates Available

9015 Haggerty Rd.
Belleville, MI www.robsonflowers.com

734-397-2252

Love Our Plants, Love Our Soil!
NEW: Robson’s Potting Soil (Bags).

 Custom Container Planting
 Great Selection Of Shade Plants
 Annuals   Vegetables   Patio Pots
 Specialty and Potted Plants
 Posey Bags  Hanging Baskets
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City Councilman Tom Fielder, at right, accepts the Hares on the Square award for the 
Belleville Area Museum’s entry. Fielder also is president of the Belleville Area Historical 
Society. At left is Steve Jones, president of the Belleville Area Council for the Arts.

Independent photos by Rosemary K. Otzman
The American Heritage Girl Troop MI 0413 of St. Anthony Catholic Church was presented 
with an award for its entry in the Belleville Area Council for the Arts’ Hares on the Square 
contest. Pausing for a picture in the Belleville City Council room on May 5 before the 
awards were passed out were, from left in back: Rachel Faitel, Angela Vinarcik, Heidi 
Roberts and Julia Wise. In front, from left, are Clare Faitel, Lydia Roberts, Madelyn 
Roberts, Rochel Vinarcik, and Kate Faitel.

Winner of the business award in the Hares on the Square contest was Michigan PC Tech. 
Accepting the award is Chuck Nerswick and his daughters, from left, Amara, Zoey, and 
Lily Ann. Mother, Stephanie Nerswick, not pictured, also helped with the entry.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   On May 5, after more than an hour of 
discussing the Administrative Policy for 
the Strawberry Festival June 13-15, the 
Belleville City Council approved a version 
slightly different than that presented by the 
Festival.
   The council took out the part that said the 
city will enforce a restriction on passing 
out handbills in the festival area. Council 
members agreed that would be illegal.
   They also turned down the city enforcing 
restrictions against pets, bikes and 
rollerblades, since the reserve officers 
patrolling the festival do not have the power 
to arrest anyone. And, city employees 
shouldn’t be posting signs for the festival 
as required in the policy.
   But the big disagreement with the 
policy was on the hours the festival will 
be open, especially since a St. Anthony’s 
event brochure lists different times for St. 
Anthony’s than the rest of the festival.
   Since Belleville High School will still 
be in session on Friday, June 13, the 
superintendent was said to have signed off 
on a change that holds off on starting the 
carnival and Beer Tent until 3 p.m. that 
day.
   The St. Anthony Beer Tent has a license 
from the state Liquor Control Commission 
and so the council felt it could not set any 
times for that, although the Beer Tent is 
a part of the festival and should have the 
same hours as the rest of the festival.

City Council wrestles with time 
schedule for Strawberry Festival

    The Beer Tent will be open 3 p.m. to 
midnight on Friday, noon to midnight on 
Saturday, and noon to 8 p.m. on Sunday.
   The hours for the rest of the festival are 
noon to 10 p.m. on Friday, 10 a.m. to 10 
p.m. on Saturday, and noon to 7 p.m. on 
Sunday.
   “And, music shall end by 10 p.m. on 
Friday and Saturday,” Mayor Kerreen 
Conley stated, and the council agreed.
   George Chedraue, a former council 
member and practicing attorney, said 
someone from the festival committee 
should have been at the council meeting to 
give its side of the policy.
   That’s when Councilman Tom Fielder 
spoke up. He is executive director of the 
Strawberry Festival, but had not entered 
into the debate on the side of the festival.
   He offered to abstain from the council 
vote on the policy, but council members 
rejected his abstention. Fielder joined in 
the unanimous vote to approve the altered 
policy.
   The council members said next year 
there will be an effort to have the Beer Tent 
hours conform to the hours for the rest of 
the festival.
   That was not possible this year because 
Mayor Conley said both the retired Police 
Chief Gene Taylor and the interim Police 
Chief Hal Berriman signed off on the 
midnight Beer Tent closings on Friday 
and Saturday. (Taylor later said he had not 
signed off.)
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O  P  I  N  I  O  N  S
EXTRA THINGS I KNOW       ...By Rosemary K. Otzman
   Monday brought the first of this season’s 
big storms, but there were no tornadoes 
that touched down in the tri-community, as 
far as I know.
   School Supt. Michael Van Tassel said that 
officials considered keeping the students 
from going out into the storm at the end 
of the school day, but decided to let them 
leave. I believe it was raining really hard at 
the time, but no tornadoes were around.
   The word was that the storms due on 
Tuesday might be even more exciting. Ah, 
spring in Michigan.

***
   Brian Rupnow, who manages the BHS 
auditorium, also is in charge of recording 
the school board meetings and putting them 
on the school district’s cable channel.
   He’s really close to cablecasting live school 
board meetings and told me at Monday’s 
meeting that he plans on cablecasting live 
for the June 9 meeting.
   Until then, he is getting the bugs out. He’s 
been cablecasting past meetings, football 
games, and other shows and said he will 
post the schedules on the cable channel, 
which is Channel 19 on Comcast Cable. 
I’ve had Channel 19 running muted in my 
office since I heard he was cablecasting 
and it’s coming right along.

***
   Victor and Linda Hogan put a question on 
Facebook, “I Grew up in Belleville, MI,” 
that asked about BHS graduations.
   “Interesting question in the local paper. 
If you graduated from BHS, where was the 
commencement ceremony held?”
   For the Hogans it was the boys’ gym in 
1963 and Eastern Michigan University in 

1966.
   “There were many answers, but this one 
tells everything,” the Hogans wrote to the 
Independent:
   “Peggy J. Curtis: 1965 was the first year 
it was not at BHS. It was at Bowen Field 
House at EMU. We were a large class and 
the gym could no longer accommodate all 
of the parents, relatives and friends.”

***
   One of our readers emailed me that she 
had worked out her personal cost for the 
library millage and it will sabotage her 
$100 personal budget cuts for this year. 
That decides the question for her, she 
wrote.

***
   I was running a little late to the school 
board meeting on Monday night so I didn’t 
stop to see why all the fire trucks and police 
cars were at the side of West Columbia 
Avenue as I drove by heading to the high 
school. I should have stopped.
  Later I found out the police and fire 
officials, some from VBT, were all working 
on finding the weapon after tending to the 
student who was shot. They found the gun 
and the suspect turned himself in.

***
   John Delaney had a difference of opinion 
with VBT DPW Director Jim Taylor at the 
VBT Board’s May 5 work/study meeting. 
Taylor was planning to order a F150 truck 
for the water department, went out for bids, 
and received only one– for $30,706 from 

Jack Demmer Ford.
   Delaney said that Novi, Huron Township, 
and Brownstown buy the XL trucks which 
are $11,000 cheaper than the XLT Taylor 
wants to buy. Taylor said he bought two 
XLT’s last year, too, and he doesn’t think 
all the extras are “bells 
and whistles” because 
his guys spend the 
majority of their days 
in the trucks.
   “I’m going to set a 
standard,” Taylor said. 
“We’re not Browntown 
Township or Novi. We’re Van Buren 
Township.”
   Then Taylor said Delaney doesn’t live 
in VBT and Delaney replied, “That’s an 
outright lie.” Then, Supervisor Linda 
Combs told Delaney not to belittle her 
directors and Clerk Leon Wright told 
Delaney to speak only when recognized 
and stop calling names. “You’ve got to be 
courteous,” Wright stated.
   Taylor apologized to the board for his 
outburst and apologized to Delaney.
   There still were questions about the Sirius 
XM radio in the truck and the rear-view 
camera and the chrome package and the 
power windows and remote start, etc.
   Taylor said he will get information for all 
board members comparing the features and 
how much it would cost to get a XL truck 
with the safety features needed.

***

Editorial

Sumpter Township 
officials give 
themselves raises
   It wasn’t on the official board meeting 
agenda and there was little discussion, but 
on Tuesday night the Sumpter Township 
Board of Trustees voted itself some hefty 
raises – effective June 1.
   The vote of those board members present 
was unanimous, although Supervisor 
Johnny Vawters is still out on medical 
leave.
   Township attorney Rob Young said he 
and financial officer Jim Glahn were asked 
to look at salaries for elected officials. 
Young brought their recommendation up 
during his attorney’s report.
   He and Glahn found the current pay was 
less than surrounding townships – Van 
Buren and Huron. Sumpter elected officials 
have had no raises since 1993. Over those 
same 21 years, the other employees have 
had an 87% raise, he said.
   Young said Glahn came up with a raise for 
the supervisor, from $16,000 to $21,150; 
the clerk and treasurer from $14,000 to 
$18,101; and the trustees to $8,000.
   The board also approved cost of living 
increases when the other employees get 
them and ongoing increases that match 
the percentages given to the regular 
employees.
   Young said he and Glahn noted that 
township employees took substantial cuts 
several years ago and, “We’re not out of 
the soup yet,” but 21 years without a raise 
is a long time.
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Fraternal
Order of
Eagles

HALL & PAVILION
RENTAL AVAILABLE

9961 Beck Road
Belleville, MI

Weekday and Weekend Rate
Catering Available

Bartending Service Provided

699-8836 (after 12 noon)

Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

Accepting Applications for Individuals 55 & Older
For Studio Apartments Only.

Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply

A Senior Facility of National Church Residences
Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

Aluminum, Brass, Cast Iron, Copper, Steel, 
Appliances, Automotive Parts, Computer Equipment

Container Service, Pick Up, Delivery and Demo 
Clean-Out Service Available!

Michigan Metal Recycling, Inc.
175 Rawsonville Rd., Belleville, MI

(Old Rawsonville Rd. off Michigan Ave.)
www.michmetal.com

Call for Scale Pricing 734-485-0481

We Purchase All Types
OF FERROUS & NON-FERROUS

SCRAP METAL$$ $$

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Leonardo Da Vinci

“Learning is the only thing the mind never 
exhausts, never fears, never regrets.”

6am-2:30am

Take $3 Off
Your Fare When You Partonize

anY CitY oF Belleville Business!
Must Present ad.

expires 6-22-2014

601 E. Huron River  Drive
Belleville, MI 48111

Hair Studio

734-697-5600

spring specials
TUES., WED., THURS.

KID'S CUTS $9.95 • MEN'S CUTS $12.00
WOMEN'S CUTS $15.00 -- WitH ad

Library board needs to 
be more realistic
To the Editor:
   Over the last several months, I have read 
about the BADL library saga in your paper; 
from the steadfast actions of Barbara 
Rogalle Miller to make sure the public is 
rightfully informed to BADL’s closed door 
meetings that at least seem clandestine and 
at worst are against the Open Meetings 
Act.
   I have also read the letters to the editor 
that have both supported and opposed the 
proposed Library and I would like to add 
my voice to those who are opposed.
   Today, I spent a fair amount of time 
reviewing the Proposed Library plans and 
millage request advertised in the BADL 
newsletter.
   I say advertised because the numbers 
quoted are spun a little. BADL indicates 
that the new library millages will total 1.96; 
0.96 mills to pay back the bonds to build 
the new library and 1.00 mills to pay for 
operations (this is in addition to 0.7 mills 
that we already pay for operations).
  BADL also indicates that the 1.96 millage 
on a $150,000 house equals an increase 
in taxes of $147 per year.  This is true.  
However, 0.7 mills on a house worth 
$150,000 is $52.50.
   This means if you own a house worth 
$150,000, you currently pay $52.50 per 
year for the library. This proposal would 
result in that amount increasing almost 
300% from $52.50 to $199.50 ($147+ 
$52.50) per year.
   That is too much of an increase, especially 
for our communities that have a median 
household income of about $50,000. A 
2013 library millage of 1.4 mills for new 
buildings in Dewitt, MI (median income 
$75,848) failed. A 2012 library millage of 
0.56 mills in Ann Arbor (median income of 

$105,893) failed.
   If communities with higher median 
incomes rejected lower library millages, 
why does BADL think this library millage 
will pass?
   In exchange for this tremendous tax 
increase, we would get a new library 
complete with a cafe, a lake view, lakeside 
trails, fishing piers, outside terraces, and 
a rain garden. Personally, I don’t equate 
those amenities with a library and I am not 
willing to pay for their construction or their 
maintenance.
   I will be voting NO on August 5, 2014. 
   I think BADL needs to rethink their 
proposal and come back to the taxpayers 
with something more economically realistic 
and based on what the library needs and 
not what the board wants.
Diane Forrest 
Sumpter Township Resident 
Frequent Library User 
Sent from my iPad

Vote on absentee ballots 
before going on vacation
To the Editor:
   Kudos to the voting citizens of Birmingham 
for having the wisdom to see through the 
smoke screen, the courage to avoid years 
of financial burden, and the fortitude to 
make their wishes known to another over-
zealous “pie-in-the-sky” library board.
   Here is a city whose populace is more than 
financially able to meet the NEEDS of their 
community and can plainly differentiate 
between needs vs. wants.  
   I know the recharging station was intended 
for electric wheelchairs, electric carts, etc., 
but there is not one in the current library. 
Why do we need one in a new library? Are 
people staying that long in the library that 
their equipment needs recharging or is this 
still a pawn with which to negotiate?  
   As for increasing the value of current 
homes, I have difficulty finding any 
real estate listings that even so much as 
mention a library as one of the ameliorating 
amenities enhancing the listing. Not one in 
any listing anywhere is it locally, cities with 
new libraries i.e. Saline, Ypsilanti, Ann 
Arbor, Detroit, Kalamazoo, or Cheboygan.
   Go to any listing in the United States and try 
to find a real estate listing that accentuates 
a library as an amenity enhancement. No, 
that argument of “increasing property 
values” just won’t fly, hold water, or sneak 
in under the radar.  
   When people look at real estate, they 
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Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

(continued from page 5)

Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Monday:  Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:30pm (Sept. through March)
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 7:00pm • Children/Teen/College & Career - 7:00pm
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

VISIT OUR PET ADOPTION EVENT MAY 17,
11AM-3PM AT PETCO – WESTLAND!

We’re A/c & TrAnsmission speciAlisTs!

Thurs. Bible Study 7:30 p.m.   Sun. Worship  3 p.m.
Phone (734) 699-6147   Cell (734) 740-1910

Liberty GospeL ChurCh
105 N. Liberty, beLLeviLLe

Worship in
Spirit & Truth.

http://LibertygospeLchurch.org

Pastor
Bernie Travis

BUSINESS HOURS
Mon., Tues., Wed., Fri. & Sat.

9am - 5pm
Thurs.  10am - 5pm

Evenings by appointment.

Where you are paws-itivily special
to us!

With This Ad - Full Grooms
10% OFF!

For First Time Clients

OPEN ARMS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & DAYCARE
7865 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI

(734) 699-5000 • www.openarmscenter.com
Sunday Worship 9 a.m.

Sunday Chapel 11 a.m. • Sunday Bible Study 11 a.m.

(734) 497-3319

R. Lewis

(Ron)

(734) 476-8705
(Robert)

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

A Place to LEARN
A Place to PLAY
A Place to GROW

Day Care Registration
734-697-0733

Birth to 12 Yrs Old

do ask about schools, quiet neighborhoods, 
commute distances/time, traffic, crime rate, 
etc., etc.; but never once, “And how is the 
local library? Is it adequate, is it modern, 
is it an excellent source of research, does 
it have up-to-date and future electronic 
adaptations?”
   But most of all they are interested in the real 
estate TAXES!  
   Back in the ‘30s, before interstates, a little 
girl traveled by car with her family from 
Indianapolis, IN to Santa Rosa, CA and back 
every summer. As was the case then there was 
the overnight stop (six times to be exact) and 
at each stop father had to drive to the center 
of town, find the local jail and drive by to see 
how it looked. In the mind of this little girl of 
six she analyzed that if, “… the town treated 
its criminals in a nice and good way, it was a 
good safe town in which to stay.”  Notice, it 
wasn’t the library, but the local jail?  
  And this is a true story!  
   So BADL, don’t placate the public with 
false hopes of increased property values, all 
of the electronics, all of the computers, and 
the entire ambiance.
   In one of Mr. Whistler’s comments he 
said, “…we’re just going to have to sell the 
public on the need for a new library.”  So 
far (in salesmanship jargon) the “Puff” and 
repetition is on target. Do we need a library? 
   Vote NO! Get your Absentee Ballots and 
vote NO before you go on vacation! 
Cornell Anton, Jr. 
City of Belleville
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460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

ROWYN AELLA VASQUEZ
(April 17, 2014 - May 4, 2014) 
Rowyn Aella Vasquez, 18-day-old infant, 
passed away Friday, May 4, 2014 at University 
of Michigan Hospitals, Ann Arbor, MI. She was 
born Thursday, April 17, 2014, in Ann Arbor, 
twin daughter of Eros Vasquez and Bethany 
Zehel. She is also survived by twin brother 
Ryker Anteros Vasquez and grandparents 
Frank and Holly Zehel and Thalia and Trinidad 
Vasquez. A graveside service was held Thursday, 
May 8, 2014 in Babyland at Hillside Cemetery, 
Belleville. 

MARIE JEAN GONYAW
(March 29, 1927 - May 6, 2014) 
Marie Jean Gonyaw, age 87, of Belleville, MI, 
passed away Tuesday, May 6, 2014 at Oakwood 
Hospital-Annapolis Center, Wayne, MI. She 
was born March 29, 1927 in Romulus, MI, 
daughter of Alfred and Vera (Cook) Brendtke.
Marie loved nature and working in her backyard 
in her gardens. She enjoyed word search 
puzzles, and supporting all Detroit sports teams: 
baseball, football, basketball and hockey.
She is survived by three children Donna Hunter 
of Belleville, Pat Rhoton of Oklahoma and Jamie 
Gonyaw of Belleville; four grandchildren; six 
great-grandchildren; one great-great-grandchild; 
eight siblings Trudy Bogoske and Ed (Becky) 
Brendtke, both of Belleville, Al Brendtke of 
Ypsilanti, MI, Cal (Barb) Brendtke of Saline, 
MI, Alvera (John) Linfield of Maybee, MI, 
Grace Ann (Ed) Publiski of Rose City, MI, Gary 
Brendtke of Pittsfield Township, MI and Jerry 
(Sue) Brendtke of Rose City, MI; also numerous 
nieces, nephews, cousins and friends.
She was preceded in death by her parents, 
husband Ervin in 1976, also three sisters Gladys 
Wojie, Edna Holton and Elinor Wojciechoski.
There was a gathering from 11 AM until 1 PM 
Saturday, May 10, 2014 with a 1 PM memorial 
service at David C. Brown Temporary Funeral 
Chapel, 500 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville. 
Interment was in Hillside Cemetery, Belleville.
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
American Heart Association and would be 
greatly appreciated by the family.
Please sign her on-line guest book and share 
a memory for her family to treasure at www.
davidcbrownfh.com .

Marie Jean Gonyaw

Rowyn Aella Vasquez

MICHAEL B. RUNYON
(June 9, 1959 - May 9, 2014) 
Michael Bruce Runyon, age 54, of Milan 
passed away Friday, May 9, 2014 at University 
of Michigan Hospital. He was born Tuesday, 
June 9, 1959 in Ypsilanti, MI, son of Ballard 
and Loretta (Smith) Runyon.
He is survived by his parents, daughter Meghann 
(Ronnie) Runyon, two grandchildren Jordan 
Vernatter and Bradyn Vernatter all of Nancy, 
KY; three sisters Linda (Charley) Runyon of 
Shelby Township, Lisa Brown of Ypsilanti, MI, 
and Nicole (Shannon) Stanley of Pinsonfork, 
KY.
Mike was a man who loved the outdoors. If 
he wasn’t tending to his garden to can those 
vegetables, he was on his tractor mowing his 
lawn. He would travel to Torch Lake in Traverse 
City to fish and hunt. Most of all he loved sitting 
by the campfire with his friends and family 
making memories.
Visitation was Tuesday, May 13, 2014 from 4-8 
P. M. and Wednesday, May 14, 2014 from 10-
11 A. M. at David C. Brown Viewing Chapel 
500 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, Michigan 
followed by an 11 A.M. funeral service with 
Pastor Gene Hurley officiating. Cremation rites 
will be accorded.
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
family and would be greatly appreciated.
Please sign his on-line guestbook and share 
a memory for his family to cherish at www.
davidcbrownfh.com . 

Michael Bruce Runyon

KENNETH DONALD DUSHANE, SR.
(July 19, 1933 - May 6, 2014) 
Kenneth Donald Dushane, Sr., age 80, passed 
away on Tuesday, May 6, 2014 at Arbor 
Hospice-The Residence, Ann Arbor, MI. He 
was born in Marquette, MI on July 19, 1933, 
son of the late John M. and Loena J. (Dionne) 
Dushane.
Kenneth was of the Catholic faith. He proudly 
served his country in the U.S. Navy. He enjoyed 
wood working, fishing and playing guitar. He 
was in a band just a year ago.
He is survived by three children Sonyia 
(Bruce) Egland of Portland, OR, Kenneth 
(Shirley) Dushane, Jr. of Willis, MI. and 
Michelle (Michael) Norton of Perry, MI; six 
grandchildren Shanna Egland, Austin Egland, 
Kenneth Dushane III, Samantha (Erik) Small, 
Danelle (Craig) Griffes and Jayson Norton; 10 
great-grandchildren; and two sisters Barbara 
(Gerald) Stampee and Madonna Combs, both 
of Upper Michigan.
Mr. Dushane was preceded in death by his first 
wife Shirley, second wife Margaret and third 
wife Eunice; two sisters Margaret and Patricia; 
and two brothers, John and William.
Visitation was on May 8, 2014, 3-8 PM at David 
C. Brown Temporary Viewing Chapel, 500 E. 
Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI with a funeral 
service on Friday, May 9, 2014 at 11 AM with 
visitation from 10-11 AM. Deacon Peter Cornell 
officiated. Interment was in Hillside Cemetery, 
Belleville.
Please sign Kenneth’s on-line guest book and 
share a memory for his family to cherish at 
www.davidcbrownfh.com . 

Volunteers sought to 
place American Flags
on veterans’ graves

   The Hillside Cemetery Advisory 
Committee invites volunteers to join 
committee members at 8:30 a.m. Saturday, 
May 17, to place fresh American Flags 
on the graves of all veterans buried in the 
cemetery.
   Each cemetery section takes about one 
hour of work. This flag work is done each 
year to prepare for Memorial Day.
   For more information, contact City 
Clerk/Treasurer Lisa Long at Belleville 
City Hall.
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Saturday
May 17, 2014
at Jacobs

Boots & Saddles
Complete dispersal of barn and yard equipment
and all remaining store inventory and fixtures.
Including: 2 riding lawn tractors, ladders, wheelbarrows,

saddle racks, etc., etc, etc..

Registration at 9:00 a.m.

Auction Starts at 11:00 a.m.
To Be Held In The “Big Red Barn” 

11055 Quirk Rd., Belleville, MI
North I-94 Service Drive, & West of Belleville Rd.

734-699-2200
Store is Open Regular Hours.

Food Concessions Available Day of Auction.
*CASH OR CREDIT CARDS ONLY!*

GLENN  SILVENIS
SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000

on the internet at
mrsold.com

email: mrsold@mrsold.com

Free Foreclosure Lists
Authorized Short Sale Agent

Investment Properties
Vacant Land - Development

CROSSROADS III

Office (734) 699-4000
418 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111

Free Market Analysis

23700 ELWELL, SUMPTER
LIVE IN THE COUNTRY - JUST MINUTES FROM
THE CITY! Updated 3 Bedroom country home in one
of the best country areas.  This home shows great with
a long list of recent improvements. One acre with 24x30
pole barn, 10 ft walls and set up for 220.  This home is
now offered at $114,900

43631 BEMIS, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP
PAVED STREET, POLE BARN, AND ACREAGE!
Spacious home on 2+ acres. Large living room invites
you in this 3 bedroom home with lots of space & great
views. Formal dining room, large kitchen with eating
nook and bay window. Upstairs bedrooms are very large
with built-ins and extra storage space. 19x24 detached
garage and 24x32 pole barn.  Now $159,900.

54 BEDELL, BELLEVILLE
A MOST PERSUADING APPEARANCE WITH
CURB APPEAL PLUS- Immaculate 2 bedroom city
of Belleville home featuring new oak kitchen, hardwood
floors, newer roof, newer windows, all seasons room,
full basement and lots of storage areas. Large deck, 1-1/
2 car detached garage on a large half acre lot. Great
showings in a great neighborhood! Offered at $109,900.

48195 BAYSHORE DRIVE, VAN BUREN
BELLEVILLE LAKE! On the leading edge of great
living. King-size Belleville Lake Condo with hard to find
2 car garage. 2 Large bedrooms, 2-1/2 baths, 2 fire-
places and 2 lakeview balconys. Finished lower walkout
with fireplace, family room and a huge full bath. Like
being on vacation all year long. No crunch here, just
plain big! Offered at $200,000.

14015 HAGGERTY ROAD, VAN BUREN
APPETITE FOR AN ACRE? One Great country vi-
nyl ranch featuring 3 bedrooms, 1 bath, hardwood floors,
Brand New Furnace and Brand New Water Heater. A
home of considerable convenience, close to Lower
Huron Metropark, Freeways, Metro Airport and Shop-
ping. Paved Street and Paved Drive plus TWO-2-1/2
CAR GARAGES make this a must see property. Of-
fered at $119,900.

351 W COLUMBIA, BELLEVILLE
NEW LISTING! 3 Unit Income Property! Can be eas-
ily converted to a single family home with possibilities
many. Walk to downtown, Belleville Lake, High School,
and parks. Each level has a kitchen and full bath. 1st
floor has 3 bedrooms-Lower level has 2 bedrooms.
Well maintained with newer furnace and windows. 2
car garage plus designated parking. Offered at $140,000.

44709 LAKE CREST DRIVE, VAN BUREN
NEW LISTING! Extreme high end improvements in
this updated Harmony Lane brick ranch featuring 3 bed-
rooms, 2-1/2 baths, hardwood floors, outstanding custom
kitchen with quartz countertops-vibrant to the 10’s-newer
doors, windows, R53 blown insulation, newer furnace,
water heater plus finished basement and more. Huge
corner lot with pet fence and side cement pad, newer
deck, and heated 3 car garage. Offered at $225,000.

47530 HARRIS, SUMPTER TOWNSHIP
COUNTRY CHARM WITH POLE BARN!  Na-
tures palette of colors enhances this inviting 3 bed-
room country ranch featuring open kitchen-dining
area, 2 bathrooms, large 2-1/2 car attached garage
plus pole barn and storage building. About an acre of
fine country living and impressive curb appeal. Make
this the one for you!  Offered at $161,900.

9502 HAGGERTY, VAN BUREN
CAR COLLECTORS DREAM!  Load up the pole barns
with 30+ cars!  5+ acre brick ranch offering 3 bed-
rooms, 1 bath, finished basement plus large family room
& bar. Paved street and 2 huge pole barns. Possible
rezoning to commercial use. It’s clean and neat with
new carpet and fresh paint. This one shows new! Of-
fered at $239,500.

20150 SHERWOOD, SUMPTER
AFFORDABLE DUPLEX APARTMENT. 2 Bed-
room unit in quiet area. NO SMOKING, Small dog
possible. Minimum credit score of 600 with accept-
able employment and rental history. Offered for lease
at $550. per month plus security deposit.
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There’s a reason you should, too.

Small Town Service, Small Town
Values, & Small Town Costs.
From our traditional
service to basic cremation,
let us show you the
Janowiak difference.
Take the time to compare.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The only item on the May 8 agenda of 
the Belleville Planning Commission was a 
sign review for Lake Plaza, Sam Kassab’s 
upgrade for a mostly vacant building and 
parking lot at the city’s entryway, 510-524 
Main Street.
   After about an hour of discussion, the 
commission advised Kassab to work 
with his architect and the city’s planning 
consultant to come up with a sign that 
follows the local ordinance.
   His proposed sign was more than twice as 
large as allowed.
   Planning consultant Jill Bahm of 
Clearzoning, Inc. recommended against 
sign permit approval since the sign 
presented is 15’ high from the ground to 
the top of the sign. The base is 5’ high and 
the sign area is 10’ high by 8’ wide for a 
total area of 80 square feet.
   Kassab said the sign he wanted was from 
Bloomfield Hills.
   Kassab’s parcel is zoned B-2 and signs 
in B-2 are required to have a maximum 
height of 7’ and area of 30 square feet for 
each side.
   Consultant Bahm, who did not attend the 
planning commission meeting, wrote in her 
review of the application, “The proposed 
sign exceeds the permitted height by 8’ and 
area by 50’ square feet per side.”
   Also, Kassab’s ground sign permit 
application did not name the sign installer, 
marking in “To Be Determined.” Sign 
installers must be named and registered 

Belleville planners reject Kassab’s request for large sign at Lake Plaza
with the city.
   In another written review, this time of 
Kassab’s site plan, Bahm noted that Kassab 
has not complied with the conditions 
set forth by the planning commission at 
its March 13 meeting. The commission 
had approved his site plan, but required 
specifics of his landscaping and his 
proposed parking layout and entryway 
before he can proceed.
   The March 13 site plan was Kassab’s 
fourth site plan.
   “It’s been four times and I’m really 
exhausted,” Kassab told the commission 
when he was advised his plans are still 
lacking and can’t be approved.
   “I would like to sit down with Jill (Bahm) 
and go right through [everything],” Kassab 
said. “We need the parking. I’m paying 
taxes on the parking lot and everybody is 
parking there.”
   “As far as I know our planner has been 
working with you,” said Commission 
Chairman Steve Jones.
   “She said I have to bring $150,” Kassab 
said. “My architect has been extremely 
sick.”
   Architect David Jajjoka accompanied 
Kassab to his first presentation to the 
commission in December, but has not been 
to a meeting since then and has not met 
with the planning consultant.
   It was explained that Kassab has been 
taking up so much of the consultant’s time 
that she requires a fee to talk to him further. 
Commission members urged Kassab to 
spend the money to get his plans in order 

so his project can proceed.
   Commission Vice Chairman Michael 
Hawkins asked Kassab if his architect told 
him he didn’t have to follow the ordinance 
and Kassab said he thought he could get a 
variance.
   Jones said the city has specific limitations, 
so it doesn’t have sign clutter.
   Commissioner Mike Renaud said with a 
sign 8’ wide and 15’ tall, “You wouldn’t be 
able to see The Lunch Box.” He referred to 
the restaurant at the other side of Kassab’s 
parking lot.
   Kassab said he will have eight to ten 
tenants and he wants them to be listed on 
the sign. With the smaller sign they would 
get hardly anything, he said.
   “Tonight we cannot give conditional 
approval to the sign. You have to redesign 
it,” Jones stated.
   “I’m really exhausted with this situation,” 
Kassab repeated.
   “You’ve been bringing it on yourself,” 
Commissioner Renaud said. “You don’t 
have what we said to bring and you didn’t 
follow the ordinance on the sign. I don’t 
know if it’s because your architect has 
been so sick …”
   Commissioner Becky Hasen suggested if 
his architect is so sick, he might need to get 
another architect.
   “The driveway is still an issue,” said City 
Manager Diana Kollmeyer. “You were 
supposed to work it out with Jill.”
   “My architect said the driveway and 
landscaping are corrected,” Kassab said.
   “But not fixed,” said Chairman Jones. 
“It’s an issue with ingress and egress.”
   “You have site plan approval. The 
landscaping and driveway is supposed to 
be worked out with Jill,” Kollmeyer said. 
“The only thing left is the sign.”
   “And, the sign has to be redesigned,” 
Jones said.
   “Your architect has to get creative,” said 
Renaud. “That’s what you’re paying him 
for.”
   Kassab complained that his sign will be 
behind the streetscape wall which is 4’ tall 
and people will only see 2’ of his sign.
   “Time is money,” Commissioner Matthew 
Wagner said. “It’s been four months. We 
skipped last month’s meeting. Nothing is 
going forward. We have to adhere to the 
law.”
   “I call it ‘The Heart of Belleville,’” Kassab 

said of his site. “You can’t see a lake like 
that anywhere else but in Belleville.”
   In other business at the May 8 meeting, 
the commission:
   • Heard Kollmeyer say a joint meeting 
is being set up for 6 p.m. June 16 for the 
city council, Downtown Development 
Authority, and the planning commission 
to review the new sign ordinance. She said 
she is looking for a place large enough to 
hold the meeting;
   • Heard Wagner express hope that 
Kassab’s project will proceed;
   • Heard Commissioner John Juriga said 
that he had been quiet during this meeting. 
He said he had been a school teacher for 
many years with middle school students, 
“but tonight tried my patience … very 
painful”;
   • Heard Jones announce there are still two 
vacancies on the nine-member planning 
commission. Renaud suggested they might 
want to reduce the size to the seven they 
have, but Kollmeyer said that took several 
steps to change the size; and
   • Heard Kollmeyer said it is going to 
cost Kassab an additional fee to talk to 
Bahm. “She’s worn out,” Kollmeyer said 
of Bahm’s work on the Kassab project.

More Letters
Post Office food drive 
was a big success
To the Editor:
   WOW – another great year for our annual 
food drive.
   We collected 11,183 pounds of food 
which will go to the food closet at First 
United Methodist Church that serves our 
community.
   Thanks to each and every one of you who 
shared in this event.
   Also, thanks to Dairy Mart, Stack’s Party 
Store and Subway for their donations to 
help feed our volunteers.

Lynn Taylor, Coordinator
Belleville Letter Carriers

Airman Janay M. Jones 
graduates from basic 
training in Texas
   Air Force Airman 1st Class Janay M. Jones 
graduated from basic military training at 
Joint Base San Antonio-Lackland in San 
Antonio, TX.
   Jones is the daughter of Belendia McGee-
Jones of Jackson, MS and Wardell Jones 
of Belleville, MI, sister of Brittany M. 
Jones of Prattville, AL, granddaughter of 
B.A. McGee of Jackson, MS and niece of 
Beatrice Boykin-McGee of Jackson, MS.
   She is a 2006 graduate of Murrah 
High School, Jackson, MS. She earned a 
bachelor’s degree in 2012 from Mississippi 
State University, Starkville, MS. 
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A+ Rating with
Your Heating & Cooling FamilY

For Free Estimates, Call
(313) 381-2800

20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 37 YEARS!

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

Public Service credit union

Public Service Credit Union in Romulus hosted an open house on May 2 to introduce 
the community to four charities that will benefit from a community challenge. PSCU 
officials have challenged community members to save $500,000 in loan interest through 
mortgage, home equity and auto loan financing as well as debt consolidation, credit 
cards, and lines of credit. When the community has saved half a million dollars, PSCU 
will donate a total of $4,250 to four charities: the Romulus Animal Shelter, Champions 
Against Bullying, Detroit Rescue Mission and Ministries and Michigan Paralyzed 
Veterans of America. Taking part in the open house festivities were, from left, 34th

District Court Administrator/Magistrate Al Hindman, 34th District Court Chief Judge Tina 
Brooks Green, PSCU CEO and President Dean Trudeau, and Mrs. Michigan 2013 
Jennifer McMahan, representing Champions Against Bullying. For more information 
on the Community Challenge or to get involved, visit www.PSCUSaves.com .

   In other business at the May 5 two-hour-
and-20-minute meeting, the council:
   • Unanimously approved using the 
Belleville-Area Independent as its 
newspaper of record at a bid of $5 per 
column inch. There was one bid;
   • Approved the U.S. Coast Guard 
Auxiliary’s “Safe Boating Week” activities 
from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Saturday, May 17 
and from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday, May 
18 at Horizon Park and at the DNR east 
boat launch site just east of the city limits. 
Their annual “Ready, Set Wear It” photo 
with everyone wearing life vests will be at 
1 p.m. Saturday, May 17, at the park;
   • Approved the Half Way to St. Patty’s Day 
event on Sept. 20 and the St. Patrick’s Day 
party on March 17, 2015 put on by Egan’s 
Pub on the Fourth Street Square. Both 
events will be from 7 a.m. to the following 
2 a.m. Councilwoman Kim Tindall, who 
questioned alcoholic beverages on city 
property, voted against the September 
event and didn’t seem to vote either way 
for the March party;
   • Approved the MDNR Trust Fund’s 
Development Project Agreement that will 
bring a grant of $120,700 for a canoe/kayak 
launch and other upgrades to Horizon Park. 
The Belleville Downtown Development 
Authority is providing a $51,700 matching 
grant;
   • Discussed a 40-pound pedestrian sign 
to be put in the middle of Main Street at 
the Fourth Street crosswalk. Councilman 
Tom Fielder said Police Chief Berriman 
scared everyone by saying two or three 
parking spaces had to be removed. Now, 
Berriman said they can get by with one. 
Spicer Engineers are looking into the 
turning radius needed there for the DDA, 
which is expected to pay for the sign. A 
90-day traffic ordinance may be needed, 
Fielder said;
   • Discussed possible changes to the 
Special Events ordinance, with suggestions 
for requiring a deposit for those reserving 
the use of Fourth Street Square and other 
city sites, like they have for Victory 
Station. City Manager Diana Kollmeyer 
said she, Carol Thompson and Fielder 
will be going to an upcoming MMRMA 
seminar on special events which should 

City Council
(continued from page 3)

provide important information;
   • Briefly discussed the Animal Control 
Ordinance and then asked for a more-recent 
version of the 1970 ordinance in their hands 
to discuss at an upcoming meeting;
   • Received a list of estimated revenues 
and expenditures for the upcoming 2014-
15 budget talks. City Manager Kollmeyer 
said the items need to be cut since the 
budget would never balance with that 
spending. The first budget session is set for 
6 p.m. Monday, May 12 and Wednesday, 
May 14;
   • Set a public hearing during the regular 
city council meeting at 7:30 p.m., June 
16, to receive comments on the proposed 
sanitary sewer rehabilitation project 
financed by an S-2 grant;
   • Approved $97,778 in accounts payable 
and the following purchases in excess of 
$500: to CJ, $1,842.57 for NSF 61 & 372 
compliance (water dept.); to Fox Auto 
Parts, $678 for emergency fire vehicle 
repair; to ICMA, $598 for annual dues; to 
Barrett Michigan, $579 in street funds; to 
Blue Ribbon, $1,290 for water main repair 
on Robbe and $1,730 for water main repair 
at Sumpter and Wabash; to Code Savvy, 
$506 for building review for Affordable 
Veterinarian and $739 for building review 
for Secretary of State; and to Martin & Son, 
$980.24 for DPW truck repair; and
   • Heard former councilman Jim Fitch tell 
of the leaf situation where people dump 
their leaves way out into the street beyond 
the pickup time in the fall and leave them 
there all winter. Fitch cleaned up the leaves 
on Second Street and it took three weeks for 
him to get rid of all the leaves so the street 
sweeper could come down the street.

BHS Class of 2004 sets 
reunion on June 21
    The Belleville High School Class of 2004 
has scheduled its 10-year reunion from 6 to 
9 p.m. on Saturday, June 21 at Dave and 
Buster’s in Livonia.
   Class of 2004 graduates are asked to 
visit http://tinyurl.com/bhs2004 for more 
information and to RSVP by June 6.
   For additional information, contact 
bhstigers04@gmail.com .

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Sumpter Township Planning 
Commission met May 8 to conduct a public 
hearing on a request for special exception 
use of the Sumpter Roller Rink, 19750 
Sumpter Road, so rental parties and other 
events can be held there.
   Two members of the commission 
abstained from voting – Sharon Claxton 
and Trustee Alan Bates – because they own 
property within 750’ of the rink.
   The commission recommended approval 
of special exception use and sent the 
recommendation on to the township board 
for final action at its May 13 meeting.
   Besides roller skating at the rink, owners 
Bewey Horn and Kathleen Spires seek the 
special exception so they can rent out the 
rink for other events, as well.
   At a planning commission meeting in 
April, Horn and Spires told the commission 
that besides roller skating, they would like 
to have exercise classes, dances, party 
rentals, church revivals, graduation parties, 
and other gatherings.
   Horn said the dances would not be loud 
parties. He said fraternities from Eastern 
Michigan University and the University of 
Michigan already have had roller skating 
parties for the first hour, followed by two 
hours of dancing.
   They told the commission they would 

Sumpter Twp. planners recommend 
approval of rental parties at rink

like to hold an after-prom affair that lasts 
until two in the morning.
   He said he was advised that he should get 
special exception use approval in order to 
expand the uses of the roller rink, so that’s 
what they are seeking.

Museum seeking young 
volunteers and interns 
for labeling project
   This Spring/Summer the Belleville Area 
Museum is looking for high school and/
or college-aged volunteers to complete a 
labeling project in the museum.
   This will entail researching various 
objects in the museum and creating labels 
for them.
   This is a non-paid position, but would 
be available for school-credit, if needed.  
Hours are flexible and will correspond 
with the hours of the museum.  Tuesday: 3-
7 p.m. and Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, 
and Friday: noon-4 p.m.
   For more information, call Museum 
Director Katie Dallos at (734) 697-1944, 
or email her at kdallos@provide.net .  
   The museum is at 405 Main Street, in 
downtown Belleville.  
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541 E. Huron River Dr.
Belleville, MI

734-697-8533 Absolute Auto Care Coupon • Expires June 30, 2014.
BAI

With coupon • Not valid with any other offer.

$4995ALIGNMENT
SPECIAL

SPRING SUPER SALE

Now Located In Former Belleville Transmission.
Towing Service Available. 

Bring In Your Used Oil For Free!
Used Tires

$20 & up

Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych today at 734-699-9020

and make this spot yours.
Be sure to ask him about our buy 

3 ads, get 1 free promotion!

This Spot is Reserved
For Your Business Card!

Veterans
Carpet & Tile Cleaning Services

•  Water Restoration

•  Tile & Grout Cleaning

•  Pet Deodorizing & Sanitizing

734-697-2194

•  Upholstery Cleaning

Belleville, Michigan

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

REMODELING

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

LICENSED
INSURED

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 35 YEARS

PHONE 734-476-1098
FAX 734-325-6107

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

LYNN & ARLEEN ROBSON

9015 HAGGERTY RD  PHONE: (734) 397-2252
BELLEVILLE, MICHIGAN 48111 FAX: (734) 699-3399

www.robsonflowers.com

WE’RE OPEN FOR
THE SEASON!

Court Watching:
Judge Parrott handles 
variety of drug, alcohol, 
domestic charges

By Diane Madigan
Independent Court Reporter

   On May 7, the following cases from the 
Van Buren Township, Sumpter Township, 
and City of Belleville police departments 
came before 34th District Court Judge 
David M. Parrott.

Van Buren Township
   There was a mix-up in transporting Sara 
Kay Hand, 21, from Wayne County Jail to 

Judge Parrott’s courtroom, so Hand did not 
appear in court.
   Representing her for the scheduled 
preliminary exam was attorney Dured B. 
Hajji who asked Judge Parrott to waive 
Hand’s preliminary exam and so the judge 
waived the exam and sent the case to circuit 
court on May 14.
   [In felony cases a preliminary exam 
is scheduled so the prosecutor can give 
evidence to show probable cause that a 
crime had been committed and that the 
defendant was involved. If the prosecutor 
succeeds in proving probable cause, the 
presiding 34th District Court Judge binds 
the case over for an arraignment on the 

information at Wayne County Circuit 
Court in the Frank Murphy Hall of Justice 
in Detroit.]
    Hand has two drug cases that will be 
arraigned together. In December, Hand 
did not show up in Circuit Court Judge 
David Groner’s courtroom for sentencing 
after pleading guilty to a Nov. 22 charge 
of possession of a controlled substance less 
than 25 grams.
   On April 8 Hand was charged with 
possession of a controlled substance less 
than 50 grams.  
   Robert Norman Stark, 53, was brought 
to court for a preliminary exam from the 
Wayne County Jail on a charge of 1st degree 
home invasion. There are two co-defendants 
in this case: Jeremy Allen Sneyd, 27, and 
Randy Eli Black, 43. Neither of the co-
defendants was in court and requests for 
information from VBT police department 
on the case have not been answered.
   On July 15, 2012 Stark and the two co-
defendants were charged with 1st degree 
home invasion. First-degree home invasion 
could mean that another person was legally 
in the home.
   Stark is being held on $20,000 or 10% 
bond.  Stark’s legal aid defender James 
Parker asked to waive the preliminary exam 
and Judge Parrott bound Stark over for a 
May 14 arraignment on the information at 
circuit court.
   Parker then asked for a bond reduction, 
saying Stark is a caregiver to a mother and 
child. Judge Parrott replied that Stark is a 

habitual offender. 
   Parker said Starks’ priors included a 1991 
larceny in a building and a 2011 conviction 
for controlled substance.
   Judge Parrott said that first-degree home 
invasion is a 20-year felony and he was 
denying a bond reduction at this time. 
Judge Parrott referred the bond question to 
pre-trial services.
   Steven Lamont Wilson, 44, was brought 
to court from the Wayne County Jail. He 
is known as a habitual offender. Wilson is 
charged with operating while intoxicated-
3rd offense and driving while license 
suspended.
  Wilson’s public defender James Parker 
asked that his client’s preliminary exam be 
waived and Judge Parrott bound him over 
to circuit court for an arraignment on the 
information on May 14.
   Public Defender Parker asked for a 
personal recognizance bond because 
Wilson’s prior drinking charges were in 
2005 and 2007. He said Wilson needed to 
take care of his apartment.
   Judge Parrott denied a personal 
recognizance (unsecured) bond.
   “If these charges are true he has proven 
to be a danger to the public. $5,000-10% 
bond is not unreasonable,” Judge Parrott 
said, adding that if he posted bond, Wilson 
was not to be released without an alcohol 
tether.
   “He has proven himself to be a danger 
to the persons in this district – including 
me,” Judge Parrott continued. “He has had 
multiple drunk driving offenses, lost his 
license and drives anyway.
   “I’m keeping the $5,000 bond. That’s for 
the safety of the community.”
   Murphy Beckon, 41, was charged with 
operating while intoxicated-3rd, driving with 
open intoxicant, possession of marijuana 
and driving while license suspended-2nd.
   Beckon’s attorney Jeffery Maynard asked 
for a two-week adjournment since he had 
just received the evidence in the case. The 
preliminary exam was adjourned until 
May 21. Judge Parrott continued Beckon’s 
$50,000 personal recognizance bond.
   Deon Lemont Cooper, 39, was charged 
with driving while license suspended-
2nd, possession of controlled substance, 
and improper transportation of medical 
marijuana in a vehicle. Cooper’s attorney 
Thomas Morris asked Judge Parrott to waive 
Cooper’s preliminary exam.  Judge Parrott 
agreed and sent Cooper downtown for a 
May 21 arraignment on the information.
   Brandon John Petri, who is charged 
with domestic violence, was in court 
for a pretrial examination. Judge Parrott 
told Petri he should speak to an attorney 
before the trial date is set. Petri said he had 
posted bond on May 3 and would look into 
retaining an attorney.
   At the request of the victim, Petri’s no-
contact order was modified to no assaultive 
contact. Judge Parrott explained that 
“assaultive contact” can be intimidation, or 
yelling or arguing. Judge Parrott adjourned 
the pretrial exam until May 28. 
   Mario Lamaar Toney, 43, pled guilty 
to operating while visibly impaired. Toney 

(continued on page 12)
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2014 SUMPTER COUNTRY FEST
Schedule of Events -- May 22nd - May 26th

Thursday, May 22
Carnival Opens @ 5pm – Close

Friday, May 23
Festival Opens @ 5pm – Close 12 Midnight

Carnival Opens/Beer Tent    5pm – Close
D.J./Karaoke – Big D    5pm – 7pm
Baby Contest      5pm – 9pm
Bingo       5pm – Close
Silent Auction     5pm – Close
Royalty Pageant     7pm – 8pm
Live Music – Seventh Alley Band  8pm – Close

Saturday, May 24
Festival Opens @ 12pm – Close 12 Midnight

Carnival Opens/Beer Tent    12pm – Close
Parade (From Sumpter Rd. & Judd Rd to Dunn Rd.) 12pm

To Be Announced by Randy Brown
Parade presentations immediately following parade  1:30pm
Baby Contest      12pm – 9pm
Bingo       12pm – Close
Silent Auction     2pm – 10pm
Tribute To The Legends (Impersonators) 2pm – Close

Located at: 23501 Sumpter road, BeLLeviLLe, mi 48111

Sunday, May 25
Festival Opens @ 12pm – Close 12 Midnight

Car Show (10am Registration)   12pm – 4pm
Carnival Opens/Beer Tent    12pm – Close
D.J./Karaoke – Big D    12pm – 4pm
Baby Contest      12pm – 9pm
Bingo       12pm – Close
Silent Auction     12pm – 10pm
Live Music – Big Ray and the Motor City Kings 3pm – 7pm
Live Music – TJ Thomas and the Kentucky Strait Band 8pm – Close
Fireworks      Dusk

Monday, May 26
Festival Opens @ 12pm – Close 10pm

Carnival Opens/Beer Tent    12pm – Close
D.J./Karaoke – Big D    12pm – 6pm
Baby Contest      12pm – 1:30pm
Bingo       12pm – Close
Baby Contest Awards & Raffle Winners Announced 4:30pm – 5:15pm
Silent Auction Final Bid    5pm
Silent Auction Items Picked Up   6pm – 8pm
Auto-Cross/Demolition Derby (Arena)  6pm

(Adults $12/Children 12 and under $4)
Live Music – Steelin Time    6pm – Close

Baby Contest starts Friday, May 23rd through Monday, May 26th (Contest ends at 1:30pm.  Winners announced 4:30pm) 
Silent Auction starts Friday, May 23rd through Monday, May 26th (Last bid 5pm, pick-up items 6pm-8pm) • Crafters - All day Friday, May 23rd/Saturday, May 24th/ Sunday, May 25th/Monday, May 26th

FREE CHILDREN’S ENTERTAINMENT/BABY CONTEST/PONY RIDES/PETTING ZOO/SILENT AUCTION/CRAFTS/VENDORS/CAR SHOW/BINGO/
BEER TENT WITH LIVE ENTERTAINMENT. FOR MORE INFORMATION CALL SUMPTER TOWNSHIP (734) 461-6201 OR VISIT WWW.SUMPTER.TWP.COM

SUMPTER COUNTRY FEST IS SPONSORED BY SUMPTER TOWNSHIP PARKS AND RECREATION COMMISSION

Like Us OnWe also carry Michigan Made products like:
dog and cat Food, Wild Bird seed, squirrel Food,

horse and livestock Feed, hay and straw, country crafts.

Willis Feed & Country Store
10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan

(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Re-elect

Judge david Parrott
34th District court

A History of Public and
Community Service
facebook.com/reelectjudgeparrott
reelectjudgeparrott@gmail.com
Paid for by Reelect JUDGE DAVID PARROTT Committee
P.O. Box 2634 • Belleville, MI 48112 • (734) 697-4229

Like Us
On

was arrested on March 11 in VBT for 
driving under the influence. Toney’s actual 
blood alcohol content was measured at .30, 
with .08 being the legal limit. 
   Judge Parrott said with that high a blood 
alcohol count, “You were pushing being 
dead.”
   Judge Parrott noted that Toney got a 
“wonderful plea deal” and accepted the 
guilty plea, sending Toney to probation for 
a pre-sentencing report.
   “No prior offenses. That’s what saved 
you,” Judge Parrott said.
   Toney’s $5,000 personal recognizance 
bond was continued by Judge Parrott and 
is conditioned upon no consumption of 
alcohol at all, with random testing.

Sumpter Township
   Marcus Lee Shaffer, 19, who was lodged 
at the Wayne County Jail, is charged with 
receiving and concealing a stolen vehicle 
and being under 21 with a measurable 
blood alcohol level. 
   Shaffer’s Legal Aid attorney James Parker 
asked the preliminary exam to be waived 
and for his client to be sent downtown for 
an arraignment on the information. Judge 
Parrott agreed and set May 14 as the date 
for him to appear in circuit court.
   Parker then asked for a modification 
to Shaffer’s $5,000 or 10% bond for 
a personal recognizance bond, saying 
Shaffer has been working with his uncle 
doing moving and drywall. He also has no 
prior felony convictions and is eligible for 

Court watching
(continued from page 11)

youth offender sentencing. 
   Judge Parrott denied the modification 
saying Shafffer had a personal recognizance 
bond on a prior felony case and did not 
show up for court. 

Belleville
   Christopher Bouldes, 40, appeared 
with his attorney Paul Swanson. In a plea 
deal, Bouldes pled guilty to possession 
of marijuana and an amended charge of 
failure to display a valid license. In return, 
a charge of driving while license suspended 
was dismissed.
   Bouldes admitted to driving with a 
suspended license and possession of 
marijuana on Oct. 27.  Swanson said he 
is too old for this stuff, adding that he is 
married with children and has had a job 
for 14 years. He moved to Belleville a year 
ago for a better environment.
   “Sorry this is your welcome,” judge 
Parrott said.
   When Judge Parrott issued Bouldes’ 
sentence he said probation won’t make a 
difference with respect to marijuana and 
ordered 4 days on the work program with 
fines totaling $915. 
   April Sherri Sibbitt was before Judge 
Parrott for a pretrial exam on a child abuse 
charge. Judge Parrott said two eyewitnesses 
have come forward to testify that the 
Belleville Police report was inaccurate.
   “You lost your balance,” Judge Parrott 
said, announcing the People have dismissed 
the charge without prejudice.
   “Without prejudice” means if other facts 
turn up in the future the same charge could 
be filed.

German company to 
make 3-D printers
   STUTTGART, Germany – Gov. Rick Snyder 
announced last week that voxeljet, a leading 
provider of high-speed, large-format 3-D 
printers, will locate its first U.S. facility in 
Canton, MI, as he and his delegation completed 
their third day of his 2014 Europe mission.
   The company’s first U.S. service center is 
expected to come online in the third quarter of 
this year and will create 15 to 20 direct high-
tech local manufacturing jobs during the first 
three years of the project. The service center 
will allow voxeljet to print on-demand parts, 
molds, cores and models for automotive and 
other industrial customers based on designs 
produced using 3-D computer-aided design, or 
CAD, software. 
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Contact Belinda at
734-699-7700

www.franklinhomesales.com/bm

A Premier Manufactured Home Community

Our Super Spring SaleS event iS
underway! there’S Still time tO put
yOur tax refund tO wOrk fOr yOu!
We’ll Match Your Down Payment Of 

Up To $2,000 On Any New or Franklin 
Owned Home! Call For Details.

Unbeatable
IncentIves!

become
part of oUr

growIng
commUnIty!

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

Telephone: (734) 699-7370

GARDEN FANTASY
10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and More!
Seasonal Hours

Open 7 Days A Week!
Monday — Saturday 8:00a.m. - 7:00p.m.

Sunday 10:00a.m. - 5:00p.m.

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

10501 Hagger

Like Us On
Facebook!Garden Fantasy

Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

Garden Fantasy
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand
Opening!

$5.00 Off Fresh Flower Purchase 
of $25 or more! (Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Garden Fantasy
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Telephone: (734) 699-7370

38th

Stop in for 
coffee & donuts

Buy 2
Get 1 FREE!

$5.00 Off
Fresh Flower Purchase 

of $25 or more!
(Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 11,12 & 13 Only. With Coupon - May 11,12 & 13 Only.

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

Garden Fantasy
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand
Opening!

$5.00 Off Fresh Flower Purchase 
of $25 or more! (Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Garden Fantasy
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Telephone: (734) 699-7370

38th

Stop in for 
coffee & donuts

Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

Garden Fantasy
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand
Opening!

$5.00 Off Fresh Flower Purchase 
of $25 or more! (Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Garden Fantasy
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
All mothers who come out get a free plant!

Drawings every hour for a hanging basket or a flat of flowers!

Seasonal Hours!
Monday – Saturday 8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday 10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

38th

Stop in for 
coffee & donutsMonth of May ....

We’ll plant a container for you FREE*
With the purchase of our plants

*Limit 3 per customer. That is brought in OR purchased. 
Must have coupon. Not vailid with other offers.

$2.00 off
Annual Flats - Reg. $10.99

Must have coupon. Not vailid with other offers. Must have coupon. Not vailid with other offers.

3” Perennials
3 for $5.00

May 16, 17, 18

Good May 16, 17, 18 only.

Flower Day is May 18th!

Book Us On
Your Next

Special
Event!

Schedule
A Wedding

Consultation
With Us!

Fragrance Weeks

Rose
Bushes

   David and Sharon Curson of Van Buren 
Township announce the engagement of 
their daughter Kathryn Curson to Nicholas 
Watson, son of Harry and Becky Watson 
of St. Clair.
   Kathryn is a 2008 graduate of Belleville 
High School and a 2012 graduate of Grand 
Valley State University, where she earned 
her bachelor’s degree in Psychology. 
Currently, she is working towards her 
master’s degree in Clinical Mental 
Health Counseling at Eastern Michigan 

Kathryn Curson, Nicholas 
Watson to wed in July

University.
   Nicholas is a 2006 graduate of Marysville 
High School and a 2011 graduate of Grand 
Valley State University where he earned 
a bachelor’s degree in Mathematics. 
Currently, he works in the automotive 
industry as a supervisor at General 
Motors.
   The couple met at Grand Valley State 
University. A July 2014 wedding is planned 
at Northville Christian Assembly.
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“Being powerful is like being a lady. If 
you have to tell people you ARE, you 
AREN’T.”

-- Margaret Thatcher
British Prime Minister, 1925-2013

11824 Belleville Road, Belleville

Dr. Robert Kennedy, O.D.
(734) 699-1010

www.perspectiveeyecare.com

The Belleville Area District Library 
presents:

Matt Bell
 Author of In the House upon the 

Dirt between the Lake and the 
Woods as part of the Michigan 

Notable Books Author Tour.

Copies of his book will be available for 
purchase at the event.

The Belleville Area District Library 

In the House upon the 
Dirt between the Lake and the 

as part of the Michigan 

Copies of his book will be available for 

Wednesday, May 28, 7 PM
at the 

Belleville Area District Library
167 Fourth Street

Belleville, MI
699-3291

 www.belleville.lib.mi.us

WE’RE OPEN FOR THE SEASON!
“Growing Plants For Over 50 Years”

Zywicki Greenhouses, Inc.
  50705 Willow Rd., Belleville, MI  48111

4 Mile East of Rawsonville Rd.,
3 Miles West of Sumpter Rd.

OPEN 7 DAYS
8am – 7pm

(734) 461-6197
www.ZywickiGreenhouse.com

• Bedding Plants
• Flats • Planters
• Hanging Baskets
• Window Boxes
• Rose Bushes
• Much More

Over 24 Varieties 
of Tomato Plants 
& Some Heirlooms.

Many Other
Vegetable Plants 
to Choose From!

Maid Service

COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL CLEANING

20% OFF ALL
SERVICES

• Spring Cleaning
• Move Ins • Move Outs
• Post Construction
• Weekly • Bi-Weekly • Monthly
• Bona® Wood Floor Cleaning
• Licensed & Insured • Bonded
• Straight A’s on Angie’s List™

Free
estimates

(734) 740-6858 Christian Owned
& Operated

TREE SERVICE, INC.

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning • Brush Removal

Stump Grinding • Firewood

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small

734-753-5800
tnttree.com

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!



Page 14� Belleville Area Independent/May 15, 2014May 15, 2014/Belleville Area Independent� Page 15

Where you’ll find the most unique collection
of gifts for your family and friends.

Cards
Home Decor
Heritage Lace
Baby
Inspirational Throws
Swan Creek Candles
Country Home Creations Dip Mixes

Remembrance Collection
Music Boxes
Porcelain Dolls
Baptism/Christening Gifts
Military/Armed Forces Decor

Gift
CertifiCateS

HOURS:
Tues., Thurs. & Fri.

10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.
Wednesday

Noon - 6:00 p.m.
Saturday

10:00 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Closed Sunday

and Monday

Marti’s Gift Gallery
668 E. Huron River Drive

Belleville, MI 48111     734-699-GIFT

*Limit 1 per visit.

25% OFF 1 ITEM IN THE STORE w/AD*

Lodge
   Lanes

9 Pin no TaP
Doubles anD singles
Friday & Saturday @ 10:00pm

CosmiC oPen bowling
Fridays 10:00pm-midnight
saturdays 2:00pm-4:00pm

734-697-9178
46255 I-94 S. Service Dr.  •  Belleville

SUMMER LEAGUES NOW FORMING!

$11 9 Holes
(Walk)

$15 18 Holes
(Walk)

$17 9 Holes
(Cart)

$23 18 Holes
(Cart)

Our CurrENT raTEs Leagues
Forming now!
Call for MeMbership
& spring speCials!

Harbour Club golf Course
48356 Denton Rd., Belleville

(734)

697-6845

subtract $3 for senior rates – Excludes Weekends and Holidays.

MEMORIAL DAY SPECIALS
18 Holes witH Cart, Hamburger, bag of CHips and soda for ~ $25
9 Holes witH Cart, Hamburger, bag of CHips and soda for ~ $19

OFFEr GOOD MaY 26, 2014 ONLY!

Dos Pesos
Mexican Restaurant

OPEN 7 DAYS 
COCKTAILS •  CARRY OUTS

Visit
www.dospesosmexicanrestaurant.com

11800 Belleville Rd.
697-5777
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(Continued on page 17)

Spring iS

Here! Let US

SHow YoU How

eaSY it Can Be

to own YoUr Home!
Put Your

refund
to Work
for You!

We’ll Match Your Down Payment Of Up
To $2,000 On Any New or Franklin

Owned Home! Call For Details.

A Premier Manufactured Home Community

Or visit our website: www.FranklinHomeSales.com/VB

Have you 
thought about 

living in a 
manufactured

home but didn’t 
want to buy 

one. Check out 
our lease with 
option to buy 

program.

“Like”
Van Buren 
Estates
Manufactured
Home Community
on Facebook and 

stay up to date
on our newest 

homes and 
incentives!

MAnY neW HoMeS to
CHooSe froM!

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

    The Van Buren Township Board 
of Trustees unanimously established 
Industrial Development District #24 for 
Costco Wholesale Corporation and then 
unanimously granted it an eight-year, 
50% tax abatement on real and personal 
property.
   The board met May 6 and held public 
hearings on the issues before the votes, 
with a bare quorum of four members. 
Absent and excused were Treasurer Sharry 
Budd and Trustees Phil Hart and Brenda 
McClanahan.
   Costco plans a 347,720-square-foot 
building on a 71.56-acre site at the Canton 
Township border on the west side of 
Belleville Road, north of Van Born and 
next to Bayloff.
   The 50% tax abatement on its real property 
for eight years totals a $393,152 abatement 
and the 50% on its personal property for 
eight years totals $24,208.53.
   Costco plans to invest $40 million in real 
property and $4.088 million in personal 
property for a total of more than $44 
million.
   VBT Assessor Linda Stevenson said the 
estimated township tax on the real property 
each year would be $98,288 and times 
eight years equals $786,304. Half of that 
is $393,152.
   Stevenson said the personal property 
tax may go away altogether in 2016 if 
the voters pass the state ballot proposal in 
August.
   Peter Kahn, Assistant Vice President of 
Real Estate for Costco, said they plan to 
have 126 new jobs in the first year at a 
minimum and could easily grow to 200 in 
five years. He said Costco hires from the 
community and the average wage is $20.90. 
He said they will be seeking enthusiastic 
employees who are looking for careers and 
want to grow with the company to levels of 
leadership.
   “As they say, ‘We grow our own,’” Kahn 
told the board, reeling off the company 

VBT OKs tax abatement 
for Costco depot

benefits, including profit sharing.
   He said the Van Buren Township depot 
will be the distribution center for Michigan, 
Indiana, and Ohio. This will be Costco’s 
tenth depot nationwide and the first in the 
State of Michigan.
   He said vendors will bring in their loads of 
TVs or soups or other items. The products 
will be pulled off the delivery truck and the 
pallet put on another truck to be taken to 
Costco stores.
   He said they have dry docks, for general 
merchandise, and wet docks for the meat, 
milk, cheese and other items that need 
refrigeration.
   Kahn said once a manager is appointed 
they will work out a job-hunting procedure 
and would be happy to work with the 
township.
   When Trustee Reggie Miller asked if they 
are union jobs, Kahn replied, “No, not in 
Michigan… but in other states workers are 
organized.”
   Kahn said they would like to be open as 
soon as possible and are planning for next 
spring.
   Kahn said Costco will give local 
contractors the ability to bid on construction 
of the depot. He said it is usually more cost-
effective to do that since local companies 
don’t have to pay for transportation and 
housing, which drives up the cost.
   Trustee Jeff Jahr said there will be an 
increase in traffic on Belleville Road.
   Kahn said the basic hours will be 6 a.m. 
to 2 p.m., with most traffic around the noon 
hour when trucks go out to distribute their 
loads.
   He said Costco will work with the 
community to have its preferred routes and 
work with the vendors on routes.
   Kahn said trucks will arrive in the 
morning prior to the gates opening, but they 
have a more than 1,000’ long panhandle, 
shared with Bayloff next door (they are 
negotiating an agreement), where trucks 
can park – two lanes in and two lanes out).
   He said they can easily stack 100 trucks 
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Costco
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before the gates open.
   Trustee Miller asked Public Safety 
Director Greg Laurain if this will cause 
an added burden for the police and fire 
departments.

   Laurain said 200 trucks will increase 
traffic, but it depends on the route they 
will take as to how that will affect the 
township.
   Kahn said the trucks could go southbound 
to Ecorse and then to I-275 or north to 
Michigan Avenue to I-275.
   Laurain said the trucks could go 

westbound on Ecorse.
   He told Miller he could see no need for 
more patrol cars.
   “I support long-term investment in the 
community, which will increase the tax 
base and bring 126 jobs,” Supervisor Linda 
Combs said, adding Costco is the seventh-
largest company in the world.
   “Thank you for choosing our community,” 
she said to Kahn.
   John Delaney said from the audience that 
he should have given his comments before 
“the sales pitch” and noted Costco has no 
control over vendor trucks and, “They’ll 
come however they want to come.”
   He said there will be damage to the roads 
by all the trucks and organized chaos with 
the parking.
   “I really don’t think this is their first 
rodeo,” Supervisor Combs said referring to 
the Costco plans.
   Trustee Jeff Jahr said a lot of the details 
will be addressed with the site plan which 
will go before the planning commission.
   Arthur Mullen, VBT Director of Planning 
and Economic Development, said Costco 
has a bullpen planned for 46 trucks plus 
the 1,000 feet outside the gate. He said the 
planning commission is getting ready to 
review this.
   In other business at the one-hour-and-
eight-minute meeting, the board:
   • Approved the second reading and 
adoption of the Rezoning with Conditions 
from C (Local Business) to C-1 (General 
Business) of about 1.01 acres at the corner 
of Sumpter and Hull roads for upgrading 
of a gas station and party store owned by 
Joe Nasser;

   •  Approved a job description for a 
part-time Human Resources Generalist 
employee and authorized a candidate 
search. The former part-time HR employee 
left for a full-time position;
   • Approved first readings of three 
amendments of ordinances concerning 
possession of controlled substances, 
penalties for violation, use, and narcotic 
paraphernalia, to comply with state law;
   • Removed from the agenda the 

first reading of an ordinance to delete 
the sentence which states, “Uses for 
enterprises that are contrary to Federal, 
State, or Local Laws or Ordinances are 
prohibited.” This ordinance amendment 
was based on a recommendation by the 
planning commission to adopt the “Livonia 
language” related to the Michigan Medical 
Marijuana Act. This “Livonia language” has 
been struck down by the Michigan Supreme 
Court in its recent opinion of TerBeek v 
City of Wyoming as the court found that 
the Medical Marijuana Act preempted the 
city’s zoning ordinance. Consequently 
the township attorney recommended this 
“Livonia language” should be removed 
from VBT’s ordinance;
   • Approved amendment of the bylaws for 
the Local Development Finance Authority 
so it can meet every other month instead 
of monthly. The LDFA was formed to 
administer the Visteon Village bonds and 
finances and there is not enough business 
now to necessitate meeting every month. 
Attorneys are working on the Visteon bond 
problem;
   • Approved Zambelli Fireworks Company 
for the fireworks bid of $10,000 and using 
the $12,000 “concert donations” grant 
from Waste Management to pay for the 
display with the extra $2,000 paying for 
portajohn rental, spraying for pest control, 
and DJ services. The fireworks concert is 
set for Beck Ball Fields on June 28, with 
a rain date of June 29. Supervisor Combs 
is collecting corporate donations to pay 
for the overtime pay for police and fire to 
handle crowd control. She said she will 
need about $10,000 for the overtime;
   • Approved the Engineering Standards 
Manual presented by the DPW as a guide 
for contractors and developers;
   • Approved continued negotiations among 
Detroit Water and Sewerage Department 
customers aimed at forming a regional 
water authority to manage the operations 
of DWSD;
   • Approved reappointments of Walter 
Rochowiak and Robert Cook to the Water 
and Sewer Commission with terms to 
expire June 1, 2016;
   • Approved the $13,200 contract for 
services for Fire Reporting System of 
CLEMIS;
   • Approved a resolution against 
Interdepartmental Employment, effective 
immediately, whereby township personnel 
will not be allowed to be employed in 
more than one job classification, with those 
already in more than one classification 
allowed to continue;
   • Heard Director Mullen apologize for 
his outburst at the ad hoc lake committee 
meeting “for unintentionally impugning” 
the character of Trustee Jahr. Jahr accepted 
the apology; and
   • Heard Timothy King of Ypsilanti again 
ask the board to sign his petition asking the 
state to put up the funds necessary to build 
a memorial at Willow Run Airport to honor 
the bombers built there during WWII and 
the employees who worked there.



Page 18� Belleville Area Independent/May 15, 2014May 15, 2014/Belleville Area Independent� Page 19

Huron School District
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By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At Monday’s meeting, parents of patients 
and staff members of the Community Care 
Services asked the Van Buren Public Schools 
Board of Education to extend the lease for 
the mental health treatment center which 
now is scheduled to run out June 30.
   Vicki Lyons, a support staff member at 
Community Care, said the mental health 
service has been in the school district’s trailer 
at 416 Sumpter Road, #B, for two years and 
has been in Belleville at various locations for 
30 years.
   She said they had a clothing closet that 
was run by developmentally disabled people 
from Washtenaw County at that location, 
but that closed. She said it was the cleanest 
clothes closet she ever saw.
   Lyons said Community Care services 
more than 300 clients with evaluation and 
treatment. She said if this location closed, 
patients would have to drive to Romulus, 
Taylor, or Southgate to get help.
   She said one family walks two miles from 
their home in Van Buren Township to get 
mental health treatment.
   Lyons said people with untreated mental 
health problems suffer homelessness, 
incarceration, become victims of crime, and 
get depressed and suicidal.
   She said early diagnosis and treatment can 
provide help for these people.
   Lyons said as a former township clerk for 
12 years, she is aware of financial difficulties 
for all organizations, including the schools, 
but, “I beg for your reconsideration.”
   School Supt. Michael Van Tassel said there 
seems to be a misunderstanding. He said 
the district signed a lease with Community 
Care in July 2011 that was to run to June 30, 
2014. He said Community Care had to let the 
school district know by April 1 if it wanted to 
renew the lease for another two years.
   “It’s not that we turned it down,” Supt. Van 
Tassel said. “We didn’t cancel. You didn’t 
renew.”
   Lyons said her CEO told her that Community 
Care made many calls to the school district 
and none were returned.
   When Lyons asked Van Tassel if he was 
willing to renew the lease, Van Tassel said he 
would be “willing to have a conversation.”

Parents come to School Board to ask for mental health lease extension
   Van Tassel said the district will have 
“extreme costs to replace the trailer.”
   “If you can tell me there’s an open door, 
I’m going to go through it,” Lyons said. “I’m 
pursuing it for 300 people.”
   Board Treasurer Sherry Frazier said Lyons 
should be advocating for other locations, in 
Sumpter Township, Van Buren Township, or 
downtown Belleville.
   Frazier said the rent the school district 
offered wasn’t enough and the district is 
getting squeezed financially by the state.
   “As a Realtor, I say you should have 
followed your lease,” Frazier said.
   “I would have, if I was in charge,” 
Lyons said. “Ninety percent come from the 
Belleville schools. Let us help them before 
they go who knows where … I’ll pursue it.”
   Georgette Reid, who has lived in VBT for 
25 years, said all three of her children have 
disabilities and mental issues.
   “This would be a devastating loss for me,” 
Reid said, adding they now walk a half mile 
from their home to Community Care because 
they have no car.
   Reid said mental illness is very serious 
and those without treatment end up in jail or 
worse, depressed and suicidal.
   “I’m your heart, look after these children,” 
Reid said to the board. “Let them stay … 
They don’t have nowhere else to turn.
   “There are tons of children out here who 
have mental issues,” Reid said.
   It was clarified that there are 300 patients 
and 80 of them are children.
   Ayron Smith-Douglas, a nurse case manager 
at Community Care, said she has worked at 
the Belleville Community Care for 30 years 
and will keep working there until they close.
   She said they were seeing 200 patients when 
it was in downtown Belleville. She has been 
working with three generations of families 
with mental health problems, which she said 
is “a whole underground in Belleville.”
   She said one client recently called her 
from beside the freeway in her car. She was 
broken down and didn’t know what to do and 
so called her mental health worker.
   “Sometimes they don’t know what to do,” 
Smith-Douglas said.
   In other business at Monday’s meeting, the 
school board:
   • Approved a recommendation from Eric 

Dumont of Plante Moran CRESA to award 
a contract to Control Net in the amount of 
$220,850 from the 2014 Sinking Funds for 
the McBride Middle School Mechanical 
System and Controls Upgrade Project. The 
second bid was from John E. Green;
   • Heard a presentation by Principal Aleisa 
Pitt and staff from Tyler Elementary School 
on curriculum being used;
   • Passed a resolution approving the Schools 
of Choice program for the first semester of 
the 2014-15 school year;
   • Approved the Wayne RESA Budget 
Resolution, in accordance with the Revised 
School Code;
   • Approved membership on the 2014 
Health Advisory Board as: Co-chairperson 
Joseph Brodie, health teacher at BHS; Co-
Chairperson Dawn Spicer, parent with 
students at Tyler/BHS; Health Professional 
Dionisia, health para at BHS; Parent Connie 
Testorelli, parent/BHS; Students Eddie 
McWilliams and Brianna Jones, students 
at BHS; Pastor Jim Richter, local pastor; 
Angela Scroggie, gym teacher at Tyler; 
School Board Liaison Kathy Kovach; and 
Ex-officio members Diane Kullis, Director of 
Instruction, and Karen Johnston, Supervisor 
of Special Education. The board will bring a 
recommendation to the school board;
   • Approved the termination of Jacqueline 
Johnson as of May 9. She had been a 
custodian for seven years;
   • Approved the resignations as of June 20 
of four teachers who had served for one year 

each: Joseph Wyly, BHS; Albert Dancho, 
McBride; Christa Dolan, BHS; and Jamie 
Ward, Rawsonville;
   • Approved the resignation as of June 20 “for 
other endeavors” of teacher Angela Zuellig 
of McBride, who had taught nine years; and 
the non-renewal of the probationary teaching 
contract of Kim Roberson, who taught one 
year at Tyler;
   • Heard board vice president Martha 
Toth give a legislative update. She said she 
believes the state will not use the Common 
Core tests expected for next school year and 
will use the MEAP tests instead, which is a 
bad idea. Toth said the State of Washington 
declined Common Core testing, so under 
the federal No Child Left Behind rules the 
whole state would have failed the test. Now 
U.S. Secretary of Education Arnie Duncan 
said he will grant an extension of NCLB. 
“I understand why people are so upset with 
the tests,” Toth said, adding she will be 
doing her part by being in Seattle on June 
14 and demonstrating outside the Gates 
Foundation;
   • Was informed by Trustee Scott Russell 
that the Savage Elementary Carnival will be 
May 16 and if anyone has the urge to hurl 
something at a board member, he will be in 
his best suit sitting in the dunk tank; and
   • Was reminded the next meeting of the 
school board will be at 7 p.m., May 19, for 
a work/study session at the administration 
building and graduation for seniors is May 
29.
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

May 6, 2014
Supervisor Combs called the meeting to order 
at 7:00 p.m. in the Board Room.  Present: 
Supervisor Combs, Clerk Wright, Trustee 
Jahr and Trustee Miller.  Absent and excused: 
Treasurer Budd, Trustee Hart and Trustee 
McClanahan. Others in attendance: Planning 
and Economic Development Director Mullen, 
Public Safety Director Laurain, Fire Chief 
Besson, Assessment Coordinator Stevenson, 
Parks and Recreation Director Wright, Secretary 
LaMothe and an audience of fourteen (14). 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Jahr moved, 
Wright seconded to approve the agenda with the 
following amendments:  Add to Consent Agenda 
item #11 “Accept the attorney’s recommendation 
regarding Grays v. Jane Tinsley, Van Buren 
Township -Wayne County Circuit Court case 
#13-010175-CH”; Move Consent Agenda item 
#9 to New Business #10; Remove New Business 
item #3 “Consider the first reading of Ordinance 
05-06-14(1) to amend the Charter Township 
of Van Buren Zoning Ordinance 6-2-92 as 
amended, to revise Section 4.01 by deleting the 
sentence, which states, “Uses for enterprises that 
are contrary to Federal, State or Local Laws or 
Ordinances are prohibited”.  Carried.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: 
Wright moved, Miller seconded to approve the 
Consent Agenda [Special Work Study Session 
Minutes April 10, 2014; Closed Session Minutes 
April 10, 2014; Work Study Session Minutes 
April 14, 2014; Regular Board Meeting Minutes 
April 15, 2014; Resolution 2014-11, Engineering 
Standards Manual; Resolution 2014-12, Water 
Authority Negotiations; Reappointments of 
Walter Rochowiak and Robert Cook to the Water 
and Sewer Commission with terms to expire June 
1, 2016; Resolution 2014-13, Interdepartmental 
Employment; Voucher List of May 6, 2014; 
Accept the attorney’s recommendation regarding 
Grays v. Jane Tinsley, Van Buren Township,  
County Circuit Court case #13-010175-CH.] as 
presented.  Carried. 
PUBLIC HEARING:  Jahr moved, Wright 
seconded to open the public hearing to hear 
public comment on request to establish Industrial 
Development District #24.  Roll Call Vote.  Yeas: 
Combs, Wright, Jahr and Miller. Nays: None.  
Absent: Budd, Hart and McClanahan.  Carried.
Supervisor Combs opened the public hearing 
at 7:03 p.m.  Supervisor Combs went to 
Assessing Coordinator Stevenson to discuss the 
development of Industrial Development District 
#24.  Stevenson referenced the outline maps in 
agenda packets, which contain 71.56 acres and 
are comprised of 3 parcels that would be strictly 
for the Costco depot.  All notices were sent to 
taxing authorities via certified mail regarding 
the public hearing, and the notice was published 
in the paper of record.  Supervisor Combs shared 
that this matter was discussed and questions were 
thoroughly answered at the work study session.  
Trustee Jahr asked Stevenson to provide the 
location of the proposed district.  The location is 
on the west side of Belleville Road, north of Van 
Born Road and the railroad tracks near Bayloff 
and Holly Construction. 
There being no further discussion, a motion was 
made to close the public hearing at 7:06 p.m.
Jahr moved, Wright seconded to close the public 
hearing.  Roll Call Vote.  Yeas: Combs, Wright, 
Jahr and Miller.  Nays: None.  Absent: Budd, 
Hart and McClanahan.  Carried.
Jahr moved, Miller seconded to open the public 
hearing to hear public comment on request to 

for an Industrial Facilities Exemption Certificate 
for Costco Wholesale Corporation.  Roll Call 
Vote.  Yeas:              Combs, Wright, Jahr and 
Miller.  Nays: None.  Absent: Budd, Hart and 
McClanahan.  Carried.
Supervisor Combs opened the public hearing at 
7:06 p.m.  Supervisor Combs went to Assessing 
Coordinator Stevenson for an overview.  
This is a request for an industrial facilities 
exemption on both real and personal property 
for its distribution center, which is located on 
Belleville Road. The project is a $40 million 
building and approximately $4 million for 
personal property costs for the entire project.  
Costco has submitted the application submitted, 
which was filed properly. All public notices 
were sent by certified mail, and the notice was 
published in the paper of record.  The Costco 
distribution center, referred to as a “depot”, will 
consist of approximately 347,000 sq. ft. with 
both dry and wet (refrigerated) areas, office, 
an engine room, and a guard booth.  There 
are presently nine other depots in the United 
States.  The project will also include a new 
traffic signal, sidewalks, and improvements to 
Belleville Road.  The abatement analysis is in 
the packets.  Costco qualifies for an eight year 
abatement.  They presently have a purchase 
option on the land.  The building will be pre-
cast concrete construction with loading docks.  
There was a lot of discussion regarding the 198 
agreement during the Work Study Session and 
Assessing Coordinator Stevenson stated Van 
Buren Township is adequately protected by 
this agreement; however, would like to add if 
Costco plans to appeal to the Tax Tribunal due 
to an issue with valuation, to contact Van Buren 
Township to discussion first.  
Board members made the following comments.  
Trustee Jahr clarified that while he has concerns 
on abatements, this is not a complete tax 
abatement it is only 50 percent.  The 2015 taxes 
are projected at $18,200 for property tax revenue 
at (0.91 mills) and $80,000 for public safety 
millage revenue (4.0 mills).  Trustee Miller asked 
about jobs.  Costco representative Peter Kahn 
stated Costco would have a minimum of 126 
jobs within three years and this number could 
grow to 200 within 5 to 10 years.  The average 
wage is $20.90/hour with a comprehensive 
benefit package.  The proposed Costco depot/
distribution center would serve Costco retail 
outlet warehouses in Indiana, Michigan and 
Ohio.  Mr. Kahn discussed Costco’s community 
involvement and its commitment to becoming 
citizens of our community including: Adopt 
a school reading program with Costco 
employees as volunteers; it participates in 
both the Children’s Hospital (in Michigan, 
this would impact the Detroit Medical Center) 
and United Way campaigns; the Fresh Start 
Backpack Program for children in local schools; 
Communities and Schools volunteerism and 
fundraising; and a Costco College Scholarship 
Fund.  Trustee Miller asked about efforts to hire 
local residents and if postings could be handled 
on the Van Buren Township website.  Mr. Kahn 
stated Costco will set up an office locally and 
recruit there and Costco would be willing to 
partner with the Township.  Trustee Jahr asked 
about the construction time table.  The estimated 
completion date is spring 2015.  Supervisor 
Combs asked if local contractors would have 
the ability to bid upon the construction.  Kahn 
confirmed that local contractors will have the 
ability to bid.  Trustee Jahr requested information 
about traffic along Belleville Road.  Costco is 
sensitive to this and will work with the Township 
noting the hours of operation are from 6 a.m. 
and 2 p.m. with the majority of the traffic at the 
noon hour when trucks go out to distribute the 
goods.  Also, Costco is negotiating an easement 
that would be more than 1,000 feet long with 
two lanes in and two lanes out and widen to 
three lanes, where 100 trucks could stack on the 

property before the gates open.  Trustee Miller 
asked Public Safety Director Laurain to discuss 
whether this proposed additional traffic would 
be a burden on public safety resources.  Laurain 
stated that depending on the actual truck routes 
he did not feel it would warrant an additional 
police car on the road.  Supervisor Combs stated 
she welcomes Costco long-term investment 
in the community noting the proposed 
development is for $40 million for real property 
and $4 million for personal property with off-site 
improvements to include a new traffic signal, 
improvements to Belleville Road and a new 
sidewalk and reiterated the additional number of 
jobs.  Clerk Wright echoed Supervisor Combs’ 
comments regarding Costco.  Trustee Miller 
asked Mr. Kahn to address the jobs coming 
from current employees; he confirmed these 
are new positions.  Trustee Miller stated she 
does not like tax abatements, she is okay with 
this 50 percent abatement.  Trustee Jahr echoed 
Trustee Miller’s discussion on tax abatements, 
but our community is in competition with other 
communities within this state and this request 
falls within the framework set up by the State 
of Michigan.  
The audience made the following comments.  
Resident John Delaney inquired as to whether 
presently employed individuals would be given 
preference over outside candidates to the 126 
jobs; had concerns about traffic/transportation 
logistics and possible damage to roads, as well 
as County maintenance issues; the feasibility 
of a rating system for local residents to receive 
priority on interviews; the process that was used 
in this negotiation.  Director Mullen clarified 
the traffic issues and Assessing Coordinator 
Stevenson clarified actively involved both 
parties.
There being no further discussion, a motion was 
made to close the public hearing at 7:47 p.m.
Miller moved Jahr seconded to close the public 
hearing.  Roll Call Vote.  Yeas: Combs, Wright, 
Jahr and Miller.  Nays: None.  Absent: Budd, 
Hart and McClanahan.  Carried.
CORRESPONDENCE: Planning and 
Economic Development Director Mullen shared 
the a correspondence regarding Van Buren 
Township Environmental Commissioner Dave 
Wilson for being recognized last month by the 
Huron River Watershed Council with their Herb 
Munzel life-time achievement award.  Director 
Mullen then publicly apologized to Trustee Jahr 
for an incident that had occurred at an ad hoc 
Lake Committee meeting.
PUBLIC COMMENT: Mr. Delaney discussed 
the Local Development Finance Authority 
(LDFA) By-Laws, including the public comment 
section.  Supervisor Combs agreed to discuss 
this with the attorney and the LDFA Board.  .
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: Jahr moved, 
Wright seconded to approve the second reading 
for adoption of Ordinance 04-15-14 to amend 
the Township Zoning Ordinance through 
Rezoning with Conditions of approximately 
1.01 acres of land parcel ID # V125-83-129-99-
0002-002, also known as 15400 Sumpter Road, 
located at southwest corner of Sumpter and Hull 
Roads from C (Local Business) to C-1 (General 
Business).  Roll Call Vote.  Yeas: Wright, 
Jahr, Miller and Combs.  Nays: None.  Absent 
and excused: Budd, Hart and McClanahan.  
Carried.
*(A copy of Ordinance 04-15-14 follows the 
minutes.  Copies may also be obtained in the 
Clerk’s Office, Township Hall, 46425 Tyler 
Road during normal business hours.)
Wright moved, Miller seconded to approve 
the job description for the Human Resources 
Generalist and authorize a candidate search.  
Carried.
NEW BUSINESS: Jahr moved, Wright 
seconded to approve the adoption of Resolution 
2014-09 to establish Industrial Development 
District #24.  Carried.

Wright moved, Jahr seconded to approve the 
adoption of Resolution 2014-10 authorizing 
an Industrial Facilities Exemption for Costco 
Wholesale Corporation, and to authorize 
the Supervisor and Clerk to execute the Tax 
Abatement Agreement.  Carried.

Jahr moved, Wright seconded to approve the 
first reading of Ordinance 05-06-14(2) to 
amend General Ordinance 58-292 Controlled 
Substances: Possession; penalties for violation 
of section.  Carried.
*(A copy of Ordinance 05-06-14(2) follows 
the minutes.  Copies may also be obtained in 
the Clerk’s Office, Township Hall, 46425 Tyler 
Road during normal business hours.)

Jahr moved, Miller seconded to approve the 
first reading of Ordinance 05-06-14(3) to 
amend General Ordinance 58-293 Same – use.  
Carried.
*(A copy of Ordinance 05-06-14(3) follows 
the minutes.  Copies may also be obtained in 
the Clerk’s Office, Township Hall, 46425 Tyler 
Road during normal business hours.)
Wright moved, Miller seconded to approve 
the first reading of Ordinance 05-06-14(4) to 
amend General Ordinance 58-296 Narcotic 
paraphernalia; possession, sales gift.  Carried.
*(A copy of Ordinance 05-06-14(4) follows 
the minutes.  Copies may also be obtained in 
the Clerk’s Office, Township Hall, 46425 Tyler 
Road during normal business hours.)
Wright moved, Miller seconded to approve the 
amendment of Local Development Finance 
Authority By-Laws.  Carried.
Jahr moved, Miller seconded to approve the 
contracted services for Fire Reporting System 
CLEMIS contract and to authorize the Supervisor 
to sign the contract.  Carried.
Wright moved, Miller seconded to approve 
the Zambelli Fireworks Company for the 2014 
Fireworks Show and to authorize the Supervisor 
and Clerk to execute the contract; and use of 
$12,000 from Waste Management “Concert 
Donations” Grant (revenue account #101-
000-653-000) for the 2014 Fireworks Show.  
Carried.
REPORTS: Supervisor Combs received and 
filed the January 2014 and February 2014 
Budgetary Reports.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Trustee Miller 
announced the Annual Drive-In Dog Clinic will 
be held on Saturday, May 10th from 10:00 a.m. 
to 1:00 p.m. at the Van Buren Township Water 
and Sewer Building behind Township Hall.  
Residents can obtain vaccinations for their dogs 
and purchase dog license.
Clerk Wright shared he would be hosting the 
Belleville High School student council election 
on May 13th.
Mr. Delaney shared accolades for Director 
Mullen, the Planning Commission and 
the Planning and Economic Development 
Department regarding the collection of revenues 
for a carnival.
AUDIENCE (Non-Agenda Items): Non-
Agenda Items started at 8:27 p.m. and ended 
at 8:38 p.m.  Comments were made on the 
following topics: Mr. King asked the Board to 
consider signing the petition for a Willow Run 
Memorial; Mr. Delaney discussed fireworks 
and vendor applications to sell fireworks and an 
upcoming purchase of a F150 truck; the Board 
will be reviewing a fireworks ordinance.
ADJOURNMENT: Jahr moved, Wright 
seconded to adjourn at 8:38 p.m. Carried. 
Respectfully submitted, 
Leon Wright, Township Clerk
Linda H. Combs, Township Supervisor
Published: May 15, 2014

Charter Township of
Van Buren Public Notice
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN

WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN
REZONING ORDINANCE 4-15-14

Second reading for adoption.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CHARTER TOWHSHIP OF VAN BUREN
ZONING ORDINANCE 06-02-92, AS AMENDED, BY AMENDING THE ZONING
MAP IN CONNECTION THEREWITH.

The Charter Township of Van Buren Ordains:

SECTION 1. ORDINANCE AMENDMENT.
The Zoning Map in connection with the Charter Township of Van Buren Zoning
Ordinance shall be amended as follows:

Ordinance No. 4-15-14
A request to amend the Charter Township of Van Buren Zoning Ordinance
06-02-92, as amended, to amend the zoning map by rezoning approximately
1.01 acres of land consisting of parcel V-125-83-129-99-0002-002 from C
(Local Business) all C-1 (General Business) by Rezoning With Conditions.

Legal Description of Property:
A PARCEL OF LAND LOCATED IN THE NORTHEAST _ SECTION 3,
TOWN 3 SOUTH, RANGE 8 EAST, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP, WAYNE
COUNTY, MICHIGAN, BEING PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS:

BEGINNING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SECTION 33, TOWN 3
SOUTH, RANGE 8 EAST, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP, WAYNE COUNTY,
MICHIGAN.

THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 50 MINUTES 39 SECONDS WEST 210.00
FEET ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SAID SECTION 33, ALSO BEING
THE CENTERLINE OF HULL ROAD (66.0 FEET WIDE);
THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 29 MINUTES 13 SECONDS WEST 210.01
FEET;
THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 50 MINUTES 39 SECONDS EAST 210.00
FEET TO A POINT OF EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 33, ALSO BEING
THE CENTERLINE OF SUMPTER ROAD (66.0 FEET WIDE); THENCE
ALONG SAID LINE NORTH 00 DEGREES 29 MINUTES 13 SECONDS
EAST 210.01 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

SAID PARCEL CONTAINING 1.0 ACRES OF LAND, MORE OF LESS,
BEING SUBJECT TO THE RIGHTS OF THE PUBLLIC IN HULL ROAD
(66.0 FEET WIDE) AND SUMPTER ROAD (66.0 FEET WIDE), AND
ANY OTHER EASEMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD
(PARCEL I.D. # 83-129-99-0002-002).

This property is located at the southwestern corner Sumpter and Hull Roads.

SECTION 2. SEVERABILITY
In the event any article, section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or word of this ordinance
is deemed invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such
portion deemed severable and shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of
this ordinance.

SECTION 3. REPEALER.
Any and all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed only to
the extent necessary to give this ordinance full force and effect.

SECTION 4.  EFFECTIVE DATE.
The provisions of this ordinance are hereby ordered to take effect immediately after
adoption and publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the Township.

This Ordinance is hereby declared to have been adopted by the Board of Trustees of
the Charter Township of Van Buren, County of Wayne, State of Michigan, at a Regular
Meeting, called and held on the 6th day of May, 2014.

YEAS: Wright, Jahr, Miller and Combs.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Budd, Hart and McClanahan.
ABSTAINED: None.

This Ordinance shall be immediately recorded by the Township Clerk in the Township
Ordinance Book as soon as it is adopted, which record shall be authenticated by the
signatures of the Supervisor and Clerk and shall be published in a newspaper of general
circulation in the Township within ten (10) days of passage.

I hereby approve the foregoing Ordinance,

____________________                                                           
Leon Wright, Clerk Linda H. Combs, Supervisor

Published: 4/24/14 & 5/15/14
Adopted: 5/6/14
Effective: 5/15/14

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
WAYNE COUNTY, MICHIGAN

REZONING ORDINANCE 4-15-14

Second reading for adoption.

AN ORDINANCE TO AMEND THE CHARTER TOWHSHIP OF VAN BUREN
ZONING ORDINANCE 06-02-92, AS AMENDED, BY AMENDING THE ZONING
MAP IN CONNECTION THEREWITH.

The Charter Township of Van Buren Ordains:

SECTION 1. ORDINANCE AMENDMENT.
The Zoning Map in connection with the Charter Township of Van Buren Zoning
Ordinance shall be amended as follows:

Ordinance No. 4-15-14
A request to amend the Charter Township of Van Buren Zoning Ordinance
06-02-92, as amended, to amend the zoning map by rezoning approximately
1.01 acres of land consisting of parcel V-125-83-129-99-0002-002 from C
(Local Business) all C-1 (General Business) by Rezoning With Conditions.

Legal Description of Property:
A PARCEL OF LAND LOCATED IN THE NORTHEAST _ SECTION 3,
TOWN 3 SOUTH, RANGE 8 EAST, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP, WAYNE
COUNTY, MICHIGAN, BEING PARTICULARLY DESCRIBED AS:

BEGINNING AT THE NORTHEAST CORNER OF SECTION 33, TOWN 3
SOUTH, RANGE 8 EAST, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP, WAYNE COUNTY,
MICHIGAN.

THENCE SOUTH 89 DEGREES 50 MINUTES 39 SECONDS WEST 210.00
FEET ALONG THE NORTH LINE OF SAID SECTION 33, ALSO BEING
THE CENTERLINE OF HULL ROAD (66.0 FEET WIDE);
THENCE SOUTH 00 DEGREES 29 MINUTES 13 SECONDS WEST 210.01
FEET;
THENCE NORTH 89 DEGREES 50 MINUTES 39 SECONDS EAST 210.00
FEET TO A POINT OF EAST LINE OF SAID SECTION 33, ALSO BEING
THE CENTERLINE OF SUMPTER ROAD (66.0 FEET WIDE); THENCE
ALONG SAID LINE NORTH 00 DEGREES 29 MINUTES 13 SECONDS
EAST 210.01 FEET TO THE POINT OF BEGINNING.

SAID PARCEL CONTAINING 1.0 ACRES OF LAND, MORE OF LESS,
BEING SUBJECT TO THE RIGHTS OF THE PUBLLIC IN HULL ROAD
(66.0 FEET WIDE) AND SUMPTER ROAD (66.0 FEET WIDE), AND
ANY OTHER EASEMENTS AND RESTRICTIONS OF RECORD
(PARCEL I.D. # 83-129-99-0002-002).

This property is located at the southwestern corner Sumpter and Hull Roads.

SECTION 2. SEVERABILITY
In the event any article, section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or word of this ordinance
is deemed invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such
portion deemed severable and shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of
this ordinance.

SECTION 3. REPEALER.
Any and all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed only to
the extent necessary to give this ordinance full force and effect.

SECTION 4.  EFFECTIVE DATE.
The provisions of this ordinance are hereby ordered to take effect immediately after
adoption and publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the Township.

This Ordinance is hereby declared to have been adopted by the Board of Trustees of
the Charter Township of Van Buren, County of Wayne, State of Michigan, at a Regular
Meeting, called and held on the 6th day of May, 2014.

YEAS: Wright, Jahr, Miller and Combs.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Budd, Hart and McClanahan.
ABSTAINED: None.

This Ordinance shall be immediately recorded by the Township Clerk in the Township
Ordinance Book as soon as it is adopted, which record shall be authenticated by the
signatures of the Supervisor and Clerk and shall be published in a newspaper of general
circulation in the Township within ten (10) days of passage.

I hereby approve the foregoing Ordinance,

____________________                                                           
Leon Wright, Clerk Linda H. Combs, Supervisor

Published: 4/24/14 & 5/15/14
Adopted: 5/6/14
Effective: 5/15/14
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Upcoming Meetings

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
County of Wayne, State of Michigan

Ordinance No.: 05-06-2014(4)

First reading of Ordinance 05-06-14(4). Second reading for adoption will be held at the
7:00 p.m. regular Board of Trustees meeting to be held on May 20, 2014 in the Board
Room, Township Hall, 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, Michigan 48111.

An ordinance to amend Section 58-296 of the Township General Code of Ordinances,
as amended.

The Charter Township of Van Buren hereby ordains that Section 58-296 of the
Township General Code of Ordinances be amended as follows:

Sec. 58-296. Narcotic paraphernalia; possession, sales, gift.

It shall be unlawful for any person to have, possess, sell, offer to sell, dispense or give
away any pipe, device or contrivance adapted for the use of smoking or inhaling
marijuana (Cannabis sativa L.), hashish or opium, or other dangerous or hallucinatory
drugs as defined by Act No. 368 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1978 (MCL
333.7101 et seq., MSA 14.15(7101) et seq.), as amended, unless in accordance with
and pursuant to the Michigan Medical Marijuana Act (MCL 333.26421 et seq.) and the
rules of the Michigan Department of Community Health promulgated thereunder and
any subsequent amendments to said Act or rules.

State law reference— Drug paraphernalia, defined, MCL 333.7451, MSA
14.15(7451).

SEVERABILITY
In the event any article, section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or word of this ordinance
is deemed invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such
portion deemed severable and shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of
this ordinance.

REPEALER.
Any and all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed only to
the extent necessary to give this ordinance full force and effect.

EFFECTIVE DATE.
The provisions of this ordinance are hereby ordered to take effect immediately after
adoption and publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the Township.

YEAS: Combs, Wright, Jahr and Miller.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Budd, Hart and McClanahan.
ABSTAINED: None.

This Ordinance is hereby declared to have been adopted by the Board of Trustees of
the Charter Township of Van Buren, County of Wayne, State of Michigan, at a Regular
Meeting, called and held on the ___ day of _______________, 2014.

I hereby approve the foregoing Ordinance,

Leon Wright, Clerk Linda H. Combs, Supervisor

Published: 5/15/14
Adopted:
Effective:

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
County of Wayne, State of Michigan

Ordinance No.: 05-06-14(3)

First reading of Ordinance 05-06-14(3). Second reading for adoption will be held at the
7:00 p.m. regular Board of Trustees meeting to be held on May 20, 2014 in the Board
Room, Township Hall, 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, Michigan 48111.

An ordinance to amend Section 58-293 of the Township General Code of Ordinances,
as amended.

The Charter Township of Van Buren hereby ordains that Section 58-293 of the
Township General Code of Ordinances be amended as follows:

Sec. 58-293. Same—Use.

A person shall not use a controlled substance unless the substance was obtained
directly from, or pursuant to, a valid prescription or order of a practitioner while acting
in the course of the practitioner's professional practice, or except as otherwise
authorized by this division. A person who violates this section as to:

(1) Lysergic acid diethylamide, peyote, mescaline, dimethyltryptamine, psilocyn,
psilocybin, or a controlled substance classified in schedule 5 of section 7220
of Act No. 368 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1978 (MCL 333.7220, MSA
14.15(7220)), is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 90 days, or a fine of not more than $500.00, or both.

(2) Marijuana, is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 90 days, or a fine of not more than $500.00, or both unless used in
accordance with and pursuant to the Michigan Medical Marijuana Act (MCL
333.26421 et seq.) and the rules of the Michigan Department of Community
Health promulgated thereunder and any subsequent amendments to said Act
or rules.

State law reference— Similar provisions, MCL 333.7404, MSA 14.15(7404).

SEVERABILITY
In the event any article, section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or word of this ordinance
is deemed invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such
portion deemed severable and shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of
this ordinance.

REPEALER.
Any and all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed only to
the extent necessary to give this ordinance full force and effect.

EFFECTIVE DATE.
The provisions of this ordinance are hereby ordered to take effect immediately after
adoption and publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the Township.

YEAS: Combs, Wright, Jahr and Miller.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Budd, Hart and McClanahan.
ABSTAINED: None.

This Ordinance is hereby declared to have been adopted by the Board of Trustees of
the Charter Township of Van Buren, County of Wayne, State of Michigan, at a Regular
Meeting, called and held on the ___ day of _______________, 2014.

I hereby approve the foregoing Ordinance,

Leon Wright, Clerk Linda H. Combs, Supervisor

Published: 5/15/14
Adopted:
Effective:

   • Monday, May 19 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees work/study session, 4 
p.m. Also, Van Buren Public Schools Board 
of Education, work/study session, 7 p.m., 
Administration Building. Also, Belleville 
City Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, May 20 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees, regular meeting, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, May 21 – Van Buren 

Township Planning Staff Review, 1-4 
p.m. Also, City of Belleville Downtown 
Development Authority, 6 p.m. Also, VBT 
Environmental Commission, 7 p.m.
   • Tuesday, May 27 – Van Buren Township 
Downtown Development Authority, 5:30 
p.m. Also, Sumpter Township workshop 
at 6 p.m., followed by regular meeting 
at 6:30 p.m. Also, VBT Water & Sewer 
Commission, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, May 28 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 

p.m.
   • Monday, June 2 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees work/study session, 4 
p.m. Also, Belleville City Council, 7:30 
p.m.
   • Tuesday, June 3 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees, regular meeting, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, June 4 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Staff Review, 1-4 p.m.
   • Monday, June 9 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education meets at 7 p.m. 
at the Belleville High School Commons.
   • Tuesday, June 10 – VBT Recreation 
Committee, 5:30 p.m. Also, Sumpter 
Township workshop at 6 p.m., followed 
by regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. Also, VBT 
Board of Zoning Appeals, 7 p.m. Also, 
Belleville Area District Library Board, 7 
p.m.

   • Wednesday, June 11 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 
p.m.
   • Thursday, June 12 – Keystone Academy 
Board of Directors, 6 p.m. Also, Belleville 
Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m.
   • Monday, June 16 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees work/study session, 4 
p.m. Also, Van Buren Public Schools Board 
of Education, work/study session, 7 p.m., 
Administration Building. Also, Belleville 
City Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, June 17 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees, regular meeting, 7 p.m.
   • Wednesday, June 18 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Staff Review, 1-4 
p.m. Also, City of Belleville Downtown 
Development Authority, 6 p.m. Also, VBT 
Environmental Commission, 7 p.m.
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
County of Wayne, State of Michigan

Ordinance No.: 05-06-14(2)

First reading of Ordinance 05-06-14(2). Second reading for adoption will be held at the
7:00 p.m. regular Board of Trustees meeting to be held on May 20, 2014 in the Board
Room, Township Hall, 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, Michigan 48111.

An ordinance to amend Section 58-292 of the Township General Code of Ordinances,
as amended.

The Charter Township of Van Buren hereby ordains that Section 58-292 of the
Township General Code of Ordinances be amended as follows:
Sec. 58-292. Controlled substances—Possession; penalties for violation of section.
A person shall not knowingly or intentionally possess a controlled substance or an
official prescription form or a prescription form unless the controlled substance,
official prescription form, or prescription form was obtained directly from, or pursuant
to, a valid prescription or order of a practitioner while acting in the course of the
practitioner's professional practice, or except as otherwise authorized by this division.
A person who violates this section as to:

(1) Lysergic acid diethylamide, peyote, mescaline, dimethyltryptamine, psilocyn,
psilocybin, or a controlled substance classified in schedule 5 of section 7220
of Act No. 368 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1978 (MCL 333.7220, MSA
14.15(7220)), is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 90 days, or a fine of not more than $500.00, or both.

(2) Marijuana, is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 90 days, or a fine of not more than $500.00, or both, unless
possessed in accordance with and pursuant to the Michigan Medical
Marijuana Act (MCL 333.26421 et seq.) and the rules of the Michigan
Department of Community Health promulgated thereunder and any
subsequent amendments to said Act or rules

(3) A prescription form other than an official prescription form, is guilty of a
misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a
fine of not more than $500.00, or both.

State law reference— Similar provisions, MCL 333.7403, MSA 14.15(7403).

SEVERABILITY
In the event any article, section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or word of this ordinance
is deemed invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such
portion deemed severable and shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of
this ordinance.

REPEALER.
Any and all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed only to
the extent necessary to give this ordinance full force and effect.

EFFECTIVE DATE.
The provisions of this ordinance are hereby ordered to take effect immediately after
adoption and publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the Township.

YEAS: Combs, Wright, Jahr and Miller.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Budd, Hart and McClanahan.
ABSTAINED: None.

This Ordinance is hereby declared to have been adopted by the Board of Trustees of
the Charter Township of Van Buren, County of Wayne, State of Michigan, at a Regular
Meeting, called and held on the ___ day of _______________, 2014.

I hereby approve the foregoing Ordinance,

Leon Wright, Clerk Linda H. Combs, Supervisor

Published: 5/15/14
Adopted:
Effective:

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
Van Buren Charter Township Vacancy Announcement

Van Buren Charter Township is accepting applications for a Human
Resources Generalist, who will report to the Township Supervisor. This is
a part-time position. For more information including a complete job
description, requirements, and information on how to apply, please visit
http://www.vanburen-mi.org/about-the-community/help-wanted/. Send
cover letter, resume and salary history to Karin LaMothe at
klamothe@vanburen-mi.org. This posting expires on May 31, 2014.

Published: 5-15-14

with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

GMS Sealcoating & Striping is a local 
company here in Belleville providing expert 
commercial and residential sealcoating, 
asphalt paving, crack filling, cement work, 
and parking lot striping. Owner Grant 
Memering is licensed, bonded, and insured 
and provides free estimates. See his full-
page ad in today’s paper for details and call 
(734) 775-834.

***
Memorial Day is a few weeks away 

and the folks in Sumpter are gearing up 
for Sumpter Fest, May 22-26, at the 
Township Fairgrounds on Sumpter Road. 
See their half-page ad for the complete 
festival schedule. The parade is Saturday, 
May 24, at noon. Call (734) 461-6201. 

***
Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue 

of Sumpter is holding its monthly adoption 
event this Saturday, May 17, from 11 a.m. 
until noon at the Petco Pet Store on Warren 
Avenue across from Westland Mall. Call 
(734) 461 9458.

***
Parkway Services, Inc. provides septic 

cleaning and portable toilets for all outdoor 
activities, such as graduation parties, 
picnics, construction sites, golf courses, 
etc. Call (734) 482-7633 and visit www.
gottoilets.com.

***
Augusta Woods Manufactured Home 

Community on Rawsonville Road will be 
holding a community-wide yard sale May 
16-18, from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. each day.

***
The 2014 Belleville Beautification 

Project is under way this week within the 
city limits, where downtown businesses are 
cleaning up their properties and will wrap 
up the event on Saturday where the group 
will tackle the public places like the parks 
and shorelines. Volunteers are needed. 
Registration is from 9 to 10 a.m., with the 
cleanup going until 1 p.m., followed by a 
cookout at 1 p.m. Meet at the BYC lot at 
430 Liberty Street. The project is sponsored 
by the BYC and the Belleville Downtown 
Development Authority. 

***
Blessed Life Financial Conference 

will take place May 17-18 at the Belleville 
Lighthouse Worship Center on Willis 

Road, east of Rawsonville Road. Some of 
the topics include how to get out of debt, 
mortgages, foreclosures, investing, and 
other subjects. Guest speaker is Larry A. 
Holley, MREI, and a Financial Wealth 
Coach. The conference is free and open 
to the public. To register, call (734) 461-
9800.

***
Thorne Hill Golf Course in nearby 

Carleton is a nice 18-hole golf course 
offering great coupon deals for golfers and 
seniors for greens fees, cart, and specials 
on golf outings, leagues, weekly scrambles, 
etc. See their ad in today’s paper and call 
(734) 587-2332. Visit www.thornehills.
com .

***
Doug Dalton Auctioneer of Belleville 

is holding a special Victorian Estate 
Antique Auction tomorrow evening, May 
16, beginning at 5 p.m. at the Romulus 
Progressive Club in Romulus. Previews 
begin at 4 p.m. For more info and lots of 
photos, see their ad in today’s paper and 
visit www.dougdaltonauctioneer.com .

***
A Kika Trunk Show will take place 

on Wednesday, May 21, from 5 to 8 p.m. 
at Main Street Flowers. The public is 
invited to check out the new soft and comfy 
clothing line. Call (734) 740-4165.

***
Congrats to the lucky winners of the 

Mother’s Day drawing giveaway at Garden 
Fantasy. They were Diane Dziedzik, B. 
Major, Glenn Mason, Angie Clements, 
Lisa Norris, Kent Jones, Leah Keasal, 
and Roseann Colwell. 

***
Want free color in the Independent? 

Here’s how. Simply sign up for a year with 
us. If you’re an advertiser that runs your ad 
with us every week anyway, the 52-week 
run will not only get your ad colorized by 
our award-winning production team, you’ll 
save 35% off the total contract. To learn 
more call me at (734) 699 9020.

***
   Do you have a business item you would 
like to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych 
at (734) 699-9020 with your suggestion. 
There is no charge to be in this column.

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

One Call Does It All . . .
. . . At the Independent

699-9020

The Belleville-Area
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
County of Wayne, State of Michigan

Ordinance No.: 05-06-14(2)

First reading of Ordinance 05-06-14(2). Second reading for adoption will be held at the
7:00 p.m. regular Board of Trustees meeting to be held on May 20, 2014 in the Board
Room, Township Hall, 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, Michigan 48111.

An ordinance to amend Section 58-292 of the Township General Code of Ordinances,
as amended.

The Charter Township of Van Buren hereby ordains that Section 58-292 of the
Township General Code of Ordinances be amended as follows:
Sec. 58-292. Controlled substances—Possession; penalties for violation of section.
A person shall not knowingly or intentionally possess a controlled substance or an
official prescription form or a prescription form unless the controlled substance,
official prescription form, or prescription form was obtained directly from, or pursuant
to, a valid prescription or order of a practitioner while acting in the course of the
practitioner's professional practice, or except as otherwise authorized by this division.
A person who violates this section as to:

(1) Lysergic acid diethylamide, peyote, mescaline, dimethyltryptamine, psilocyn,
psilocybin, or a controlled substance classified in schedule 5 of section 7220
of Act No. 368 of the Public Acts of Michigan of 1978 (MCL 333.7220, MSA
14.15(7220)), is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 90 days, or a fine of not more than $500.00, or both.

(2) Marijuana, is guilty of a misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not
more than 90 days, or a fine of not more than $500.00, or both, unless
possessed in accordance with and pursuant to the Michigan Medical
Marijuana Act (MCL 333.26421 et seq.) and the rules of the Michigan
Department of Community Health promulgated thereunder and any
subsequent amendments to said Act or rules

(3) A prescription form other than an official prescription form, is guilty of a
misdemeanor, punishable by imprisonment for not more than 90 days, or a
fine of not more than $500.00, or both.

State law reference— Similar provisions, MCL 333.7403, MSA 14.15(7403).

SEVERABILITY
In the event any article, section, paragraph, sentence, clause, or word of this ordinance
is deemed invalid or unconstitutional by any court of competent jurisdiction, such
portion deemed severable and shall not affect the validity of the remaining portions of
this ordinance.

REPEALER.
Any and all ordinances or parts of ordinances in conflict herewith are repealed only to
the extent necessary to give this ordinance full force and effect.

EFFECTIVE DATE.
The provisions of this ordinance are hereby ordered to take effect immediately after
adoption and publication in a newspaper of general circulation within the Township.

YEAS: Combs, Wright, Jahr and Miller.
NAYS: None.
ABSENT: Budd, Hart and McClanahan.
ABSTAINED: None.

This Ordinance is hereby declared to have been adopted by the Board of Trustees of
the Charter Township of Van Buren, County of Wayne, State of Michigan, at a Regular
Meeting, called and held on the ___ day of _______________, 2014.

I hereby approve the foregoing Ordinance,

Leon Wright, Clerk Linda H. Combs, Supervisor

Published: 5/15/14
Adopted:
Effective:

• Initial New Tear Out & Replace
• Caps & Patches
• Install Asphalt Curbs
• We Build Our Asphalt To Last
   A Lifetime!

Grant Memering - Owner Operator

SEALCOATING & STRIPING HOT ASPHALT PAVING
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By Jason Goldman, Esq.
and Bryan Suliman, Esq.

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

“You can observe a lot just by watching.”
– Yogi Berra

DIRECT CARE ASSISTANT
Feel great about the work that you do helping people 

we serve in residential settings. Country home. Training 
provided. $8.40 total per hr. plus good benefits.

Call (734) 753-4804 New Boston
Email resume to: recruiter@questserv.org

There's a good chance we're right in your
neighborhood. We're looking for Direct Care

Assistants to support persons we serve in their 
homes in the Belleville & Romulus communities. 

$8.25 total per hr. plus good benefits.
Call (734) 699-3808 or (734) 699-6543
Email resume to: recruiter@questserv.org

HELP WANTED

Caring, mature, enthusiastic 
people needed to work with 

women who have disabilities. 
Midnights, full time and part 
time. Weekends, day shifts 
and call ins.  Will train the 
right person. $7.90/hr. to 

start with paid for training.
Please call (734) 461-2204

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

   This article is pretty straightforward: 
Someone owes you money... How can you 
get them to pay you when they are ignoring 
your demands for payment?
   Often, people waste time and energy trying 
to collect money owed to them by making 
phone calls, voicemails, text messages, 
emails to the debtor demanding payment. In 
our experience, these “amicable” methods 
simply do not work.  
   If someone owes you money, we encourage 
you to promptly avail yourself of a two-
step process: (1) Mail a demand letter to 
the debtor demanding payment within 10 
days (or whatever date you decide), and (2) 
file a lawsuit against the debtor if payment 
is still not received. 
   Your attorney can draft the demand 
letter. It is relatively inexpensive and a 
legally recognized procedure for collecting 
money. Demand letters act as a warning 
shot, giving the other party an opportunity 
to pay before commencing a lawsuit.
   If payment is still not received, and you 
are legally entitled to it, then the next 
step is to file a lawsuit. Although most 
people balk at the idea of “going to court,” 
typically it is your best and only option to 
get paid. Commencing a lawsuit can often 
be more efficient and cost effective than 
angrily trying to resolve the matter out of 
court.
   If you find yourself in the above scenario, 
call your Attorney. If you would like 
further information regarding this issue, or 
any other issues that you are having, please 
contact us at (734) 699-7360.

-----------
   Goldman Suliman, PLLC, is a Belleville 
law firm that was started by Jason 
Goldman and Bryan Suliman in order to 
serve the Belleville-area community. In 
this and future articles they will cover legal 
issues commonly faced by Belleville-area 
residents. Their goal is to help you better 
understand the law. 

SERVICES

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

Call FIRST CLASS LANDSCAPING
(734) 699-4711

FREE ESTIMATES!!!
YEAR RouND SERvICES
Weekly Mowing, Aerations, 
De-Thatching, Seed & Sod, 

Tree, Bush & Stump Removal 
And Much More!

www.FIRSTCLASSLANDSCAPING.net

Take Advantage of Early Bird Rates!

------------
LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs 
too LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL.
Residential Power Washing.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224                      TFN

------------
C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions
Discount Prices         -         Guaranteed!
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

------------
MURRAY’S GENERAL SERVICES 
Commercial & Residential Lawn Care.
Licensed & Insured.  Hauling.
(734) 325-6062                                 5/15

-----------
MD APPLIANCE SERVICE
Refrigerators, “Washers, Dryers, Ranges, 
$20 House Call  (734) 782-3354         8/28

------------
NEED A ROOF, Siding, Window or Deck  
Call Jeff.   (734) 796-6769                 5/22

------------
GERRY’S SMALL ENGINE REPAIR.  
(734) 461-0158                                5/29

------------

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm.    For   appointment call
(734) 697-1800                                      TFN

------------
DRIVERS: RAPID GROWING
GROCERY HAULER.  New pay
package, & Awesome benefit’s. $1000 
Sign On Bonus.   Newer trucks.  Home
almost daily, CDL-A,   2 years exp.
(855) 429-8442                                  5/22

------------
Drivers:  Carter Express -- CDL-A. 
Dedicated Routes Romulus, MI to 
Smyrna, TN.  Average 2695 miles/wk 
Solos up to 37 cpm to start.  Home 
Weekly.  No Slip Seat.  No Touch.
Newer Equipment.  (855) 219-4838    5/15

------------
CERTIFIED MECHANIC WANTED.
Busy shop in Belleville.
Apply at 541   E. Huron River Dr. or Call
(734) 697-8533                                5/22

------------
DRIVERS:  Need Home Time, Miles?  
Dedicated, Home Daily Run.  Toledo to 
Columbus, IN.  CDL-A, 6 mos. MTS:    
(800) 305-7223                                 5/22

------------

HAIR STYLIST with Clientele needed 
at a Modern Salon w/ Friendly Workers. 
Bladez    (734) 697-5600                     5/22

------------

   The Belleville Area Historical Society’s 
Antique Appraisal fund-raising event is 
from 4 to 8 p.m. today, May 15, at the Van 
Buren Township Hall, 46425 Tyler Road 
between Belleville and Quirk Roads.  
   Admission and first item appraisal is $10, 
every item thereafter is $5, limit of three. 
Items include: antique or old toys/dolls, 
china, glassware, furniture, documents, 
figurines, sporting items, Coca-Cola 

memorabilia, prints, paintings, etc.
   Appraisers Doug Dalton and Chuck 
Schmidt have more than 50 years combined 
experience.
   Also at the Antique Appraisal people will 
be able to donate items to the Belleville 
Area Museum.
   There will be two more Antique Appraisal 
Days this year: July 17 and Sept. 18, both 
from 4 to 8 p.m. at the VBT Hall.

Antique appraisal session set at 
Van Buren Township Hall today



Page 24� Belleville Area Independent/May 15, 2014May 15, 2014/Belleville Area Independent� Page 25

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

WANTED:
JUNK CARS
Running or Not. Top $

Paid. Call For Free
Pickup. Drive In For

Extra Dollars.
734-282-1700

WE BUY
JUNK CARS
7 Days A Week For

$300 & Up!
Cash Paid!

(734) 787-1444

WANTED

AUCTION

Birthdays

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper 

On The Web!

GARAGE/YARD SALE

JNG Auction Services
881 Sumpter Rd.

ONLINE AUCTION:
May 16 – 20

Appliances:  Maytag, Dyson, Hoover, Shark, 
GE, Magic Chef, LG, Tools,  Collectibles, 

Household, Seasonal.
Accepting quality consignments and estates.

www.JNGAUCTIONS.com
734-489-4636

WANTED

“The world is a dangerous place to live; 
not because of the people who are evil, 
but because of the people who don’t do 

anything about it.”
– Albert Einstein

community wide
yard sale
May 16, 17, 18 • 9am-5pm
AugustA Woods
MANuFACtuREd

HoME CoMMuNity
8330 N. Brookston
At Rawsonville Rd.

Willis, Mi
------------

ST. ANTHONY’S SPRING RUMMAGE 
Sale.  Friday & Saturday, May 16 & 17 
from 8 a.m./2 p.m.                            5/15

------------
GARAGE SALE - 41500 Bemis Rd., 
Belleville.  May 15-17, 9 a.m./5 p.m. 5/15

------------
56 HENRY ST. MAY 22-24, 9a.m./5p.m. 
2001 Soft Tale Harley Davidson Duece  
Motorcycle, 36,000 miles, $8,000.  New 
Kodak printer, Storage containers, long 
tables, Fabric, Clothes, WWII Clothing 
Chest, Yard art.  Lots of Misc.           5/22

------------
HUGE ESTATE Sale.  20165 Elwell, S. 
of Willis Rd.  May 16-18, 9a.m./6p.m.  
Pots, Pans, Furniture, Tools, Clothes & 
Misc.  Rain or Shine.                         5/15

------------
HUGE YARD Sale.  40790 Judd Rd., 
Sumpter. May 18-26, 10a.m./6p.m..    
Girls, Women’s & Men’s Clothes.  Lots of
Everything.                                   5/22

-----------
ESTATE SALE.  19795 Sherwood, 
Belleville.  May 17-18, 8a.m./4p.m.       
Furniture, Yard supplies, Coca Cola & 
Lucille Ball collections.                     5/15

-----------
12970 Martinsville Rd. between
Huron River Dr. & Savage Rd.
May 16-17, 9a.m./4p.m. Riding mower,
Jewelry, Franciscan Apple Dishes
& Misc.  No Prior Sales.     5/15

------------
AFTER MOVING SALE - 48532 W. 
Huron River Dr.  May 15, 12p.m./6p.m., 
May 16-17, 9a.m./6p.m.  (2) Entertain-
ment Centers, Newer John Deere Riding 
mower w/Koehler engine, Refrigerator, 
Misc. tools, Clothes & Misc Household 
items.                                               5/22

GARAGE/YARD SALE
YARD SALE - 10917 VAN BUREN ST.  
May 16, 2p.m./7p.m., May 17, 9 a.m./          
7 p.m., May 18, 9 a.m./6p.m.  Mostly baby 
& kids items.  Some house items also5/15

------------

HAMILTON Beach Blender, VGC, $10. 
Christmas Decorations, Housewares,  
Jewelry, $1-$15. Entertainment Center, 
VGC, $325   (734 699-5391               5/15

------------
LAWN MOWER Trailer.  Single Axle, 
12x6 _ .  Great for starting lawn business.  
$750.     (734) 697-1417                    5/15

------------
2004 HONDA 750 Motorcycle.  Runs 
and Looks Great, Low miles.  $3,000.         
1980 7mm MAG BDL Rifle with good 
scope.  Beautiful gun, Must see to ap-
preciate.  $1,000   (702) 499-0356   5/15

------------
TABLE TOP SINGER Sewing Machine,
$45. Portable Electric Typewriter, 
$35.  Knee hole Desk, 7 drawers, $200.              
(734) 697-7470                                 5/15

------------
2002 SUGAR SAND 16 1/2 ft. Red Jet 
Boat.  210 hp. Merc. Engine.  Trailer
included.  Very clean.  Best Offer.
(734) 699-1114                                  5/22

------------
SELLING ALL REMAINING ITEMS 
from our store.  Almost a 1000 items.  
Men’s/Woman’s clothes, Purses, Shoes, 
& other items.  With tags & without.
Looking for Best Offer.
(734) 697-2705                                 6/05

------------
DOCK on BELLEVILLE LAKE.
24’ Holiday Dock System.  (3) 3’x8’
Sections/Newly replaced wood surfac-
es.  (6) Poles/Augers - All corresponding
connectors, Stabilizers & Hardware.  $300  
(734) 697-9572                                  5/22

-----------
CRYPTS in Michigan Memorial Park, 
Shrine of Remembrance, Flat Rock, MI.  
Pair, $16,500  Cell (313) 909-3770     5/29

------------
25’ LATON CAMPER.  Excellent
Condition.  (734) 788-8966                 5/29

------------
2000 CREST 18’ PONTOON Boat.  
Evenride 35 hp engine.  Excellent
Condition.  Call (734) 699-4563 for
details and other options.                  5/29

------------
18’ 2003 Assembled Crest Pontoon 
Boat.  2010 40 h.p. Mercury Big Foot.  
2006 Galvanized Trailer.  Fish finder 
and more.  $6,900 obo full package.
(734) 753-4003                                      5/29

------------

FOR SALE

VEHICLE FOR SALE
C.T.S. AUTO Engines, Transmissions     
Discount Prices      -      Guaranteed!            
(734) 282-1700                                      TFN

------------
1986  PONTIAC FIERO SE.  Black, 
5 speed, Rims & Aftermarket Stereo.  
$1,600     (734) 796-4276                   5/22

------------
2013 F-150 SUPERCREW Running 
Boards.  Never saw winter.  Ford Badged, 
very clean. Chrome w/ hardware  $250 
(734) 699-3420                                  5/15

------------
1997 CHEVY BLAZER 2 door truck.  
188,000 miles, Runs good, Little rust.  
$700 obo    (734) 673-4632               5/22

------------

MANUFACTURED Home.  Belleville 
Manor.  183 Ponderosa Trail S.  1974 
Westbrook, 2 BR..  Non smoker.  Solid 
wood floors, all appliances, Large deck w/ 
awning, lg. shed and fenced yard.  $3,000  
(734) 732-2038                                 5/15

------------

MOBILE HOME FOR SALE

------------
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS 
for the homeless.  Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                                     TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS
of Shampoo, Toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit.   Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600                                      TFN

------------
WANTED - WORK - Asking $10/hr.
taking you to Doctors, Shopping,
Cleaning, Gardening, etc.  Belleville Area 
Only.  Outside Belleville Mileage Also.  
(734) 697-7506                                 5/15

WANTED - Young Person for light work 
on lawn inside city limits.                   (734) 
699-4563                                 5/15

------------
LOOKING for 60’s Style Auto; Radio,
Reverb unit.  (734) 697-7454                 5/29

------------
WANTED - Someone to do yard work at 
my home.  $10/hr. yard work.  Call Sara, 
(517) 918-6445                                 5/29

------------
Need Yard Work.  Someone to pick up old 
black plastic, grade & smooth out dirt.  
(734) 699-1330                                 5/29

------------

ERIN GRAF RADKA           REENE ST.
You’ve won a dozen free roses.  
Pick them up at Main St. Flower’s
downtown, Belleville. (734) 697-7400 or
www.mainstreetflowersbelleville.com  TFN

------------

2 BLDG. PKG. with 4752 sq.ft. on 
busy Main St.  $279,900  Please Call
(734) 484-3300                                  5/22

------------

2 BR. APT.  $700/mo. or $650/mo.
w/ $650 security.  Heat included.  No lease 
or credit check.  Available Immediately.   
(734) 844-8241                                 5/22

------------
FOR RENT - Covered Boat Slip w/lift on 
Belleville Lake.  Up to 24’.  $1,500 for 
season.  (734) 740-2459                      6/05

------------
BELLEVILLE AREA - Lincoln Schools   
2 BR., 2 bath, 1800 sq.ft.  $1,350/mo. plus 
security.   (734) 461-1362                  5/22

------------

FREE

BUILDING FOR SALE

FOR RENT

   May 8 – Patrice Love
   May 17 – Patricia Rawls
   May 24 – Cristine Cook

Do you have a birthday in May? Does 
anyone you know have a birthday soon? 
Call the Independent at 699-9020 and let 
us know. We’ll list it in this column ASAP 
following your call. There is no charge.
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“Ancient Rome declined because it had a 
Senate; now what’s going to happen to
us with both a Senate and a House?”

Will Rogers

“Laws control the lesser man...
Right conduct controls the greater one.”

Mark Twain

“He who asks is a fool for five minutes, but 
he who does not ask remains a fool forever.”

Chinese Proverb

“Sometimes I wonder whether the world is 
being run by smart people who are putting 
us on or by imbeciles who really mean it.”

Mark Twain

Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $9.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $6.50 - $7.00

10% OFF

HourS
Mon.-THurS. 11aM-10pM

FrI. 11aM - 11pM
SaT. 12pM-11pM
Sun. 12pM-10pM

(734) 699-1550

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

Dine-in Or Carry Out
Chinese & american Food

BUDwEISEr BOTTLES - $2, wINE AvAILABLE!

CHIna KIng Coupon
Coupon ExpIrES MaY 31, 2014

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

The following are selected calls for VBT Police.
Sunday, May 4:
   0006 – malicious destruction of property, Peninsular 
Dr.
   0228 – noise complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0824 – disturbance, E. Archwood Dr.
   0829 – lake complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr./Water’s 
Edge
   1132 – missing person, Country Walk Blvd.
   1220 – larceny, Park Estates
   1236 – E-911 cellular, Arizona/Holiday West
   1407 – intimidation threat, Ironwood Dr.
   1417 – animal complaint, Beck Rd./Ecorse Rd.
   1557 – breaking & entering, E. Adams
   1627 – civil matter, Bayshore Dr.
   1703 – juvenile complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr. / 
Denton Rd.
   2240 – assault & battery, Arthur St.
   2243 – noise complaint, Renton Rd.
   2311 – property check, Savage School
Monday, May 5:
   0142 – ATV/ORV complaint, Maude Ct.
   0522 – disturbance, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0726 – property damage accident, EB I-94/Hannan
   0911 – assault & battery, Haggerty Rd./Tyler Rd.
   0927 – civil matter, Quirk Rd.
   1509 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1533 – malicious destruction of property, Hoeft
   1702 – missing person, Quirk Rd.
   1928 – juvenile complaint, Parkwood Park
   2010 – noise complaint, Parkwood Dr.
   2103 – neighbor trouble, Bog Rd.
   2211 – operating while intoxicated, Denton/Mott
   2313 – domestic, Barkley St.
   2335 – assault & battery, Lake Villa Dr.
Tuesday, May 6:
   0009 – harassment call, Woodbury Dr.
   0346 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0414 – assault & battery, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   1507 – personal injury accident, Van Born/Hannan
   1608 – holdup alarm, Bemis Rd.
   1821 – harassment call, Denton Rd.
   1900 – property damage accident, Rawsonville
   1906 – disorderly conduct, Ecorse Mobil
   2102 – sexual assault, Parkwood Dr.
Wednesday, May 7:
   0535 – property damage accident, Haggerty Rd. / 
Alden Ave.
   0646 – private property accident, Van Born
   1049 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1646 – larceny, Elwell Rd.
   1703 – sexual assault, Fret Rd.
   2154 – juvenile complaint, Belleville
Thursday, May 8:
   0904 – larceny, Wildflower Ct.
   1119 – domestic violence, Meadows Ln.
   1214 – malicious destruction of property, McBride
   1231 – property damage accident, Haggerty Rd.
   1549 – fight, Westlake
   1624 – assault & battery, Michigan Ave.
   1720 – trespassing, Parkwood
   1736 – private property accident, Parkwood Dr.
   1846 – noise complaint, Belleville
   2020 – malicious destruction of property, Outer Dr.
   2151 – fraud, Meadows Ln.
   2212 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2220 – operating while intoxicated, Belleville / 
Walmart
   2231 – assault & battery, Lake Villa Dr.
Friday, May 9:
   0151 – noise complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0337 – noise complaint, Parkwood Dr.
   0400 – property check, Van Buren Park
   0403 – breaking & entering, Parkwood Dr.
   0451 – noise complaint, Parkwood Dr.
   0830 – personal injury accident, WB I-94 / Belleville 
Rd.
   0844 – harassment call, McBride
   1153 – private property accident, Van Born Rd.
   1202 – breaking & entering, Bemis Rd.
   1257 – private property accident, Birch Dr.
   1500 – harassment call, W. Huron River Dr.
   1500 – fight, Green Meadows
   1516 – intimidation threat, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1542 – breaking & entering, McBride Ave.

   1610 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 
Prairiegrass Ct.
   1631 – noise complaint, Arthur St.
   1644 – juvenile complaint, Forestdale Dr.
   2010 – assault & battery, Western St.
   2023 – suspicious person, Hannan
   2052 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2129 – overdose, Ecorse Rd.
   2320 – assault & battery, S. Sadie Ln.
Saturday, May 10:
   0004 – noise complaint, Andover Dr.
   0115 – noise complaint, Cranberry
   0129 – noise complaint, Cranberry
   0250 – breaking & entering, Parkwood Dr.
   0412 – operating while intoxicated, Ecorse Rd./
Haggerty Rd.
   0424 – noise complaint, Meadows Cir.
   0617 – missing person, Aspen
   0915 – unauthorized driving away of auto, 
Parkwood
   1226 – assault & battery, Rogers Ave.
   1326 – breaking & entering, Ash Dr.
   1557 – suicide or attempt, Westlake
   1650 – harassment call, Sumpter Rd.
   1712 – harassment call, Belleville Rd.
   1711 – larceny from auto, S. Prairiegrass Ct.
   1905 – disorderly conduct, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2102 – noise complaint, Arthur St.
   2124 – juvenile complaint, Aspen
   2208 – noise complaint, McBride Ave.
   2234 – malicious destruction of property, Sheldon
Also on this week’s log are 170 traffic stops, 20 of 
which were on the I-94 freeway.

Sunday, May 4:
   1109 – vehicle lockout, E. Huron River Dr.
   1151 – assault & battery, Biggs Ave.
   1213 – suspicious person, Wexford Ave.
   1247 – welfare check, Carmell St.
   1525 – miscellaneous complaint, Goofy’s
   1537 – E-911 hang up/investigation, Fourth St.
   2000 – suspicious situation, Village Park
   2327 – assist fire dept., Main St./Second St.
   2343 – assist fire dept., Charles Court
Monday, May 5:
   0044 – breaking & entering, Victorian Ln.
   0938 – intrusion alarm, Owen
   0953 – information, W. Columbia Ave.
   1131 – information, Main St.
   1144 – domestic assault, Carmell St.
   1232 – suspicious vehicle, Sumpter Rd.
   1319 – civil matter, Robbe St.
   1351 – property damage accident, Owen/Sumpter
   1441 – private property accident, W. Columbia
   1518 – breaking & entering, Loza Ln.
   1526 – miscellaneous complaint, Harbour Pte. Dr.
   1822 – child abuse, Carmell St.
   1933 – civil matter, Church
   2004 – all other traffic, High/W. Columbia
   2127 – warrant arrest, Main St.
Tuesday, May 6:
   0155 – trespassing, Lakeview
   1250 – disorderly conduct, E. Huron River Dr.
   1311 – vehicle lockout, Harbour Pointe
   1314 – assist fire dept., N. Liberty St./Second St.
   1334 – narcotics crime, W. Columbia Ave.
   1536 – civil matter, Carmell St.
   2314 – welfare check, Carmell St.
   2329 – assist fire dept., E. Columbia Ave.
Wednesday, May 7:
   0154 – suspicious vehicle, Carmell St.
   0904 – suspicious vehicle, Sumpter Rd.
   1050 – follow up, Belleville
   1458 – larceny, W. Columbia Ave.
   1707 – warrant arrest, Sumpter/Bemis
   1805 – civil matter, Church
   2107 – intrusion alarm, Main St.
   2117 – vehicle lockout, Main St.
   2151 – suspicious person, Lakeview Tavern
Thursday, May 8:
   1156 – information, South St.
   1339 – fleeing and eluding, W. Columbia Ave.
   1342 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1711 – welfare check, Henry St.
   1941 – parking complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   1950 – warrant arrest, Main St.
   2119 – animal complaint, Sumpter/tracks

   2147 – suspicious person, Estrada Dr.
   2248 – suspicious person, Church St./Roys St.
   2311 – assist fire dept., Victorian Ln./Thornhill Ct.
Friday, May 9:
   1055 – assist fire dept., Carmell St.
   1149 – information, Main St.
   1310 – follow-up, N. liberty St.
   1333 – parking complaint, SOS office
   1504 – intimidation threat, Henry St.
   1616 – domestic assault, Clarence St.
   1821 – overdose, San Carlos St.
   1915 – assist fire dept., Owen St.
   2044 – E-911 hang up/investigation, Loza Ln.
   2135 – suspicious vehicle, Victory Park
   2157 – suspicious vehicle, Savage
   2201 – miscellaneous complaint, Victory
   2354  -- warrant arrest, Main St.
Saturday, May 10:
   0122 – suspicious situation, Sumpter Rd. / Belle 
Villa Blvd.
   0243 – agency assist, Belleville BP
   0715 – intimidation threat, Main St.
   0759 – parking complaint, N. Liberty St.
   1210 – intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
   1702 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   2314 – disturbance, Johnny’s
Also on this week’s log are 77 traffic stops.

Sunday, May 4:
   0057 – property damage accident, 8400 bl. 
Rawsonville Rd.
   0107 – suspicious incident, 23000 bl. Clark Rd.
   0214 – family trouble, 43000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1018 – alarm, 23000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1047 – alarm, 23000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1233 – alarm, 8100 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1547 – animal complaint, 45000 bl. Bontekoe
   1620 – mental health commitment, California
   1642 – malicious destruction of property, 22000 bl. 
Clark Rd.
Monday, May 5:
   0157 – alarm, 40000 bl. Bemis
   0624 – property damage accident, Sumpter/Paris
   0904 – animal complaint, Willis west of Sumpter
   0929 – suspicious incident, Bemis/Lohr
   1224 – fire dept. assist, Greenmeadow
   1407 – identity theft report, 44000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1636 – mental health commitment, 26000 bl. 
Martinsville Rd.
   2036 – disorderly person, 44000 bl. Paris Dr.
   2102 – fire dept. assist, 26000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Tuesday, May 6:
   0915 – warrant arrest, 44000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1007 – alarm, 46000 bl. Kozma
   1047 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1202 – subpoena service, 39000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1249 – animal complaint, 21000 bl. Sherwood
   1345 – property damage accident, Haggerty/ 
Oakville Waltz
   1512 – fire dept. assist, 24000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   2053 – indecent exposure, Colorado
   2114 – suspicious person, W. Arizona
   2342 – harassment complaint, 23000 bl. Karr Rd.
   2349 – suspicious person, Haggerty/Judd

Wednesday, May 7:
   0119 – suspicious vehicle, Nevada
   0135 – suspicious incident, Nevada
   0902 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1233 – civil dispute, 46000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1445 – property damage accident, 46000 bl. Judd
   1639 – warrant arrest, Greenmeadow
   1751 – 911 hang up, 20000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1810 – ordinance violation, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   2108 – suspicious vehicle, 42000 bl. Judd Rd.
   2358 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
Thursday, May 8:
   0824 – neighbor dispute, Nevada
   1013 – citizen assist, 17000 bl. Lohr Rd.
   1052 – neighbor dispute, 41000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1201 – suspicious incident, 23000 bl. Carleton West 
Rd.
   1301 – juvenile complaint, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1507 – malicious destruction of property, 45000 bl. 
Harris Rd.
   1838 – fire dept. assist, 49000 bl. Collyer Ct.
   1937 – larceny report, 24000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1958 – fire dept. assist, 9300 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   2002 – disorderly person, 23000 bl. Karr Rd.
   2019 – threats complaint, Colorado
   2022 – warrant arrest, 51000 bl. Judd Rd.
   2029 – malicious destruction of property, 23000 bl. 
Carleton West Rd.
Friday, May 9:
   0011 – fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   0213 – ordinance violation, 26000 bl. Sherwood
   0345 – suspicious incident, Magnolia
   0918 – suspicious vehicle, 22000 bl. Karr Rd.
   0938 – fire dept. assist, 24000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1108 – animal complaint, E. Arizona
   1150 – neighbor dispute, Carriage Ln.
   1155 – well-being check, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1402 – suspicious person, Elwell/Judd
   1521 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   1536 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1835 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1839 – neighbor dispute, 41000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1947 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2133 – traffic hazard, 42000 bl. Judd Rd.
   2300 – assist other agency, 10000 bl. Willis Rd.
Saturday, May 10:
   0019 – family trouble, Wyoming
   0529 – suspicious incident, Magnolia
   0936 – property damage accident, 50000 bl. Willow 
Rd.
   0942 – fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1106 – well-being check, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1514 – alarm, 20000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1650 – assist other agency, 8100 bl. Rawsonville
   1703 – alarm, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1801 – suspicious vehicle, 8100 bl. Rawsonville
   1848 – suspicious incident, 24000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2152 – trespassing complaint, 19000 bl. Sumpter
   2350 – reckless driver complaint, 20000 bl. Haggerty 
Rd.
Also on this week’s log are seven follow-up 
investigations, 39 miscellaneous details, 166 patrol 
checks, and 81 traffic stops.
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Things to do in the
Belleville area...

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

BREAKFAST 
SERVED

ALL DAY!

9624 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI
734-697-1000

Hours: Monday - Saturday 6am – 10pm  •  Sunday 7am – 9pm

No Coupons Necessary!
Everyday Breakfast Specials

  • Leo’s Skillets
  • Western Skillets
  • All Meat Skillets
  • Hamburger Skillets
  • Philly Skillets
  • Chicken Skillets
  • Coney Island Skillets
  • Country Skillets
  • Veggie Skillets
Create Your Own Skillets
All for $7.99 each!

Every Wednesday & Friday

  • All You Can Eat Fish -- $8.99
  • Fish Sandwich, Fries & Pop -- $7.99
  • 21 Shrimp Basket, Fries & Pop -- $7.99
  • Tuna Wrap, Fries & Pop -- $7.99
  • Tuna Melt, Fries & Pop -- $7.99
  • Lake Perch, Fries & Pop 2pc -- $6.99
  • Lake Perch, Fries & Pop 3pc -- $7.99
  • Lake Perch, Fries & Pop 4pc -- $8.99

We Have A Clown
Every Monday 6–8pm

Bring Your Kids for Face Painting

and Free Balloon Fun!

Chicken
WingsEvery Wednesday All Day!

Small Greek Salad with a Cup of Soup Only 
$5.99

No Coupon Needed!

Fish &
Chips

Monday - Friday
Breakfast Specials

6am - 11am
Starting at only $1.99

No Coupon Needed!

Coney
Island

FISH & CHIPS
EVERY FRIDAY

99¢
CONEYS

EVERY MONDAY

Every Thursday All Day!
Gyro or Chicken Gyro with fries Only $5.99

No Coupon Needed!

www.leosconeyisland.com
Chicken
Kebob

SEAFOOD
SPECIALS

Every Wednesday & Friday

ALL YOu CAN
EAT FISH

$8.99

• Storm Clean Up
• Free Estimates
• Tree Topping & Trimming
• Tree & Shrub Removal
•  Stump Removal • Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts
Call For a PromPt Free estimate

(734) 340-6155
or (734) 485-WOOD

(9663)

50% SPRING dIScouNt
If you keeP wood/
bRuSh! coMPLete

ReMoVAL AVAILAbLe!

KoDiaK
tree serviCe

Enroll in Our Summer Program

Belleville
Child Care
For children ages 22 to 12 years.

We offer:
• Pre-School
• Experienced Staff
• Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm
37 Years Experience &

Qualified Teachers.

734-697-4523
41505 S. I-94 Service Drive
Belleville, Michigan 48111

Pet of the Week
Friends of Michigan 

Animals Rescue

Starla may be a special needs pup 
but the joy and love she will bring 
your heart will be worth the extra 
care. She’s a 6 year and 4 month 
old Shepherd mix with a true 
heart and soul of a survivor. She 
came to us blind and with diabetes 
but showed us from the start that 
she loved people and had a sweet, 
gentle disposition. Starla received 
eye surgery and can now see but 
will still need daily monitoring, eye 
medications and insulin injections 
which the shelter would be happy 
to train her fur-ever family to do. 
Starla will also need daily activity 
to keep her weight down but this 
somewhat lazy-bird will need 
some coaxing to get her moving. 
She is a very happy and friendly 
girl who will truly appreciate a 
loving fur-ever home with a comfy 
bed to call her own. She does have 
a huge drive to chase cats so a 
no-cat household is a must. She’s 
spayed, vaccinated and micro-
chipped. Call Friends of Michigan 
Animals Rescue at 734-461-9458
or visit our website fmar1.org for 
more info.

“starla”

   • Thursday, May 15 – A salad luncheon 
is served at noon at St. John’s Lutheran 
church, 28320 Waltz Rd., Waltz, for a 
donation of $8. Door prizes and a gift for 
everyone. For tickets call Diana at (734) 
654-6366, M-F 8 a.m.-4 p.m. Sponsored 
by St. John’s Ladies Aid/LWML.
   • Thursday, May 15 – The Other Book 
Club will meet at different restaurants 
throughout the Belleville area at 7 p.m. 
Contact the library (699-3291) for the 
location. Tonight is “Tell the Wolves I’m 
Home” by Carol Ritka Brunt.
   • Friday, May 16 – Six outdoor 

sculptures will be erected in locations 
around downtown Belleville. The truck will 
unload in the North Liberty Street parking 
lot behind the Fourth Street Square. Come 
out and watch.
   • Friday, May 16 – Outdoor Family 
Movie Night at Willow United Methodist 
Church, 36925 Willow Road, New Boston, 
(734) 654-9020. Movie is “Frozen,” a 
Walt Disney Animation Studios big-screen 
comedy-adventure. Free admittance. Free 
popcorn.
   • Friday, Saturday, Sunday, May 
16 -18 – St. Stephen Church in New 
Boston is hosting its 66th-annual Spring 
Polish Festival. Bands all weekend long 
including Fifty Amp Fuse on Friday (9 
p.m.-midnight) and Sunday (5-8 p.m.).  
Saturday bands are Wingman (4-8 p.m.) 
and Boogie Dynomite (9 p.m.-midnight).  
Polish Mass held Sunday at 11:30 with 
Mike Carey.  Info: 734-753-5268 or visit 
www.ststephenfestival.com .
   • Saturday, May 17 – Join the volunteers 
who are placing American flags on the 
graves of veterans at Hillside Cemetery 
in Belleville in time for Memorial Day. 
Takes only about one hour of work for each 
volunteer. Begins at 8:30 a.m.
   • Saturday, May 17 – The BYC is hosting 
its annual cleanup of the shoreline around 
Belleville Lake and the City of Belleville 
and its DDA will have volunteers cleaning 
up the downtown. Join in for Beautification 
Day.
   • Sunday, May 18 – Off-leash playtime 
at 2 p.m. with other friendly Pugs and Pug 
owners at the Wayne County Fairgrounds, 
10871 Quirk Road, Van Buren Township. 
www.meetup.com/semichiganpugs 
   • Friday, May 23 to Monday, May 26 – 
It’s time for the annual Sumpter Township 
Country Fest. The parade is at noon on 
Saturday.
   • Monday, May 26 – It’s Memorial Day 
and time for the tenth-annual Thunder 
Rolls in Belleville. Motorcyclists take a 
one-hour, police escorted trip around Van 
Buren Township starting at 11 a.m. from 
Wayne County Community College on 

Haggerty Road. The motorcyclists get into 
Belleville between 2 and 2:30 p.m. and 
then the Memorial Day ceremony begins 
at the Veterans Memorial at Horizon Park.
   • Sunday, June 1 – Bugles Across 
America is held at 7:15 p.m. at the Veterans 
Memorial on High Street in Belleville to 
honor military people serving and at rest 
with a brief ceremony
   • Thursday, June 5 – Join the Evening 
Book Group at the Belleville Area District 
Library at 7 p.m. to discuss “Five Days at 
Memorial” by Sheri Fink.
   • Friday, June 6 – The 2nd-annual Garden 
Soiree (formerly known as the Bach’s Wine 
Garden Party) runs from 6 to 9 p.m. as a 
fund-raiser by the Belleville Area Council 
for the Arts.
   • Sunday, June 15 – Cinnamon’s 13th 
annual Father’s Day Car Show from 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at Victory Park at Five Points in 
Belleville. Free to all spectators.
   • Sunday, June 22 – Off-leash playtime 
at 2 p.m. with other friendly Pugs and Pug 
owners at the Wayne County Fairgrounds, 
10871 Quirk Road, Van Buren Township. 
www.meetup.com/semichiganpugs 
   • Sunday, July 6 – Bugles Across 
America is held at 7:15 p.m. at the Veterans 
Memorial on High Street in Belleville to 
honor military people serving and at rest 
with a brief ceremony.
   • Sunday, July 13 – Off-leash playtime 
at 2 p.m. with other friendly Pugs and Pug 
owners at the Wayne County Fairgrounds, 
10871 Quirk Road, Van Buren Township. 
www.meetup.com/semichiganpugs 
   • Saturday, July 19 – Family Fun Day at 
Sumpter’s Graham Park
   • Sunday, Aug. 3 – Bugles Across 
America is held at 7:15 p.m. at the Veterans 
Memorial on High Street in Belleville to 
honor military people serving and at rest 
with a brief ceremony.
   • Sunday, Aug. 17 – Off-leash playtime 
at 2 p.m. with other friendly Pugs and Pug 
owners at the Wayne County Fairgrounds, 
10871 Quirk Road, Van Buren Township. 
www.meetup.com/semichiganpugs 
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Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to Dealer.  May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

used car special

2014
FusiON se

24 month lease for

$156/mo.*
Up To $3,500 in RebaTes.

bUy FoR $18,594

2014 escape se
24 month lease for

$156/mo.*
Up To $3,000 in RebaTes. bUy FoR $20,874

2014 taurus sel
24 month lease for

$231/mo.*
Up To $6,000 in RebaTes. bUy FoR $21,091

2014
FOcus se

24 month lease for

$135/mo.*
Up To $3,500 in RebaTes.

bUy FoR $14,843

2014 F-150
super creW Xlt 4X4

V-8, Leather 
24 month lease for

$264/mo.*
Up To $5,750 in RebaTes.

bUy FoR as Low as $33,738

SPECTACULAR
SPRING SAVINGS!
ON YOUR NEXT VEHICLE

LEASE OR PURCHASE!
Atchinson Ford hAs Been AwArded the

President’s AwArd From Ford motor

comPAny! it’s the highest Achievement

we cAn receive in customer sAtisFAction!

2013 FOrd e-350 Xlt
12 Passenger, V8

onLy $18,999


