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Independent photo by Bob Mytych
Every year on the first day of school, retired teachers from the Van Buren Public Schools gather in front of Victory Station at Five 
Points early in the morning to wave to the students on the buses going by to the schools. The first day of school this year was Tuesday 
and these were the wavers.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The request of Ashley Crossroads North 
to establish Industrial District #25 was 
denied by the Van Buren Township Board 
of Trustees at its regular meeting Sept. 1.
   The property is near the northwest corner 
of Ecorse and Haggerty roads.
   During the public hearing held at the 
beginning of the meeting, Treasurer 
Sharry Budd reported that the planning 
commission looked at the plans Ashley 
Capital had in May and some items had to 
be addressed.
   When the traffic problem was mentioned, 
Budd said, Ashley said they didn’t have to 
change anything because Wayne County 
didn’t require it.
   Budd said they have no site plan and 
necessary rezoning of some of the lots were 
not done. She told the other board members 
that they should table the industrial district 
request.

VBT denies request for Industrial Development District
   “When they’ve got something, they can 
bring it back,” Budd said.
   Trustee Jeff Jahr said they could hold the 
public hearing and postpone action.
   “I don’t want to postpone,” Budd said. “I 
want to turn this down.”
   Trustee Jahr said he has a problem with 
taking action on an item the same night as 
the public hearing because, to the public, it 
looks like a done deal.
   Township assessment coordinator Linda 
Stevenson said on July 31 she received 
a request to establish this district on 283 
acres.
   “I don’t see Mr. [Michael] Balow here 
from Ashley tonight,” Stevenson said.
   She said the map of the proposed district 
shows different zoning and the residential 
is around the industrial parcels.
   The township’s new director of planning 
and economic development, Ron Akers, 
said he doesn’t have all the information on 
the project.
   Trustee Reggie Miller said at the work/
study session on the project, the Ashley 
representative said they wanted to have the 
industrial district because it would draw 
businesses into their development based 
on the tax abatement.

   “We don’t know who’s going in there,” 
Trustee Miller said, adding she would vote 
no to establishing the district. “I’m glad 
Sharry spoke up.”
   Budd said at an earlier meeting residents 
voiced concern about water in the field and 
their home values declining on Haggerty 
Road and whether they can sell their 
property.
   “Would Ashley finish work with 
Wayne County?” asked Trustee Brenda 
McClanahan.
   “They have to have the work done 
before bringing it back to the planning 
commission,” Budd said.
   Trustee McClanahan said the Ashley 
representative said they were seeking the 
industrial district for the future. She said 
she thought it was a little premature.
   Budd said on the south side of Ecorse at 
the present Ashley location, they rent the 
buildings and she never knew them to sell.
   McClanahan recalled they said they 
would sell them or lease them or both.
   Resident John Delaney said the tax 
abatement was a selling point for Ashley 
and it would be “a tax abatement that 
comes with a set of keys.” He said this 

Jet skis collide 
jumping wakes on 
Belleville Lake

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Two brothers, aged 16 and 14, from 
Ferndale on one jet ski and one 17 year-old 
male from Saginaw on another jet ski were 
involved in an accident on Belleville Lake 
at 4:50 p.m., Aug. 3.
   Van Buren Township Police Lt. Charles 
Bazzy said those involved all knew each 
other and were recklessly operating their 
jet skis and jumping wakes when they 
collided in the air.
   The 16 year old was uninjured and 
the other two had non-life-threatening 
injuries.
   They were cited for reckless operation 
and expired registration.
   A witness said the injured were loaded 
into an ambulance at Hayward’s.
   Lt. Bazzy said their father brought them 
down to ride on the lake while he visited 
someone in Belleville.
   Lt. Bazzy said the VBT department had 
to fill out a DNR Water Crash report.

Court Watching:
James Chapman waives 
preliminary exam, sent 
on to circuit court

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   James Forrest Chapman, 55, waived 
his preliminary exam before 34th District 
court Judge David Parrott on Sept. 2 and 
was bound over to the Frank Murphy 
Hall of Justice for an arraignment on the 
information at 9 a.m. on Sept. 16.
   This was for the felony charge of 
aggravated stalking. He was being held 
in the Wayne County Jail on $25,000 cash 
bond which pretrial services at the jail 
reduced to 10% plus a tether. Chapman was 
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BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

´ CHIMNEYS BUILT -
     REPAIRED & CLEANED

´ SCREENS INSTALLED

´ TUCK POINTING

´ ROOFING & GUTTERS

´ RESIDENTIAL

´ COMMERCIAL

´ VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES
LICENSED • INSURED

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee

Rental Car Assist
R.V. Repair
Auto Glass

Motorcycle
& Watercraft

734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

James Chudzinski
Owner
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

Enroll in Our Summer Program

Belleville 
Child Care

For children ages 22 to 12 years.
We offer:
   Pre-School
   2 Directors
  We Accept DHS
  No Registration Fee

38 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.
Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

734-697-4523
41505 S. I-94 Service Drive
Belleville, Michigan 48111

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

Advertise Today!
Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE!
Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych Today! 734-699-9020

TREE SERVICE, INC.

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD*

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning • Brush Removal

Stump Grinding • Firewood

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small

734-753-5800
tnttree.com

*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE.

Quality Home
Maintenance Service

Belleville, MI 48111

Licensed
Insured www.AQHMS.com

Rick Smith
Electrician

Builder
734-968-4509

Kitchens & Baths • Interior & Exterior Painting • Additions
Basements • Decks • Pole Barns • Docks • Concrete

28 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

SCHEDULE NOW
Get 10% Off Indoor Work

During Fall Months!

60 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
Open 7 Days 6am – 11pm • (734) 697-3033

SAM’S PLACE
FAMILY DINING

BAI

• Try Our Delicious Homemade Stir Frys,
   Greek Salads, Stuffed Cabbage,
   Perogies & Other Polish Combos
• All You Can Eat Fish  – $8.99 Everyday
• Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

Mini Breakfast  – $1.99
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person

BAI

BAI

Mini Breakfast  – $1.99
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person
Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 

Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 9/30/2015

Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 
Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 9/30/2015

$5 OFF
From 11am – 10pm Everyday
Any Purchase of $25 or More
Dine-in only. With coupon. Not valid with 

any other offer. One coupon per visit. One 
coupon per table. Expires 9/30/2015

10% OFF
Minimum $4.50 Purchase

Entire
Bill

BAI

Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may 
not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 9/30/2015
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SECOND FRONT PAGE
VBT Board

(continued from page 1)

Grades Grades
VAN BUREN 2013 2014 ROMULUS 2013 2014
  Belleville High 9-12 42 31  Romulus High 9-12 33 20
  McBride Middle 7-8 13 8  Romulus Middle 6-8 14 17
  Owen Intermediate 5-6 10 7  Romulus Elem. K-5 54 79
  Rawsonville Elem. K-4 31 12  Barth Elem. K-5 27 24
  Savage Rd. Elem. K-4 23 56  Wick Elem. K-5 10 10
  Tyler Rd. Elem. K-4 31 9  Hale Elem. K-5 22 23
  Edgemont Elem. K-4 44 28
  Keystone Acad. K-8 51 50 PLYMOUTH/CANTON CHARTER

PL Edu. Center K-8 26 14
HURON PL.Edu. Center 9-12 25 3
 Huron High 9-12 66 44 Canton Charter K-8 98 98
 Renton Jr. High 6-8 34 30
 Brown Elem. K-5 48 38 PLYMOUTH/CANTON
 Miller Elem K-5 67 48  Canton High 9-12 90 89

 Plymouth High 9-12 83 81
LINCOLN  Salem High 9-12 88 82
 Lincoln High 9-12 58 47  Central Middle 6-8 46 60
 Lincoln Middle 6-8 24 26  Discovery Mid. 6-8 87 91
 Bishop Elem. K-5 29 12  East Middle 6-8 55 49
 Brick Elem. 1-5 25 35  Pioneer Middle 6-8 83 90
 Childs Elem. K-5 39 43  West Middle 6-8 85 86

Michigan Dept. of Edu. 2013-2014 Top to Bottom School Percentile Ranking
Percentile Percentile

would be nothing but a set of headaches 
for the township and its residents.
   He said 47 parcels along Ecorse and Van 
Born got notices and only one resident is 
here at the meeting.
   Delaney reminded the board that if the 
township approves a district and then turns 
down a tax abatement they can go to the 
state and the state will approve it.
   “I think the board has indicated we will 
not sit back and let it happen…” said 
Supervisor Linda Combs.
   When the item came up for a vote later in 
the meeting, the board voted unanimously 
to deny the request for Industrial 
Development District #25.
   Supervisor Combs said Ashley’s work is 
incomplete and they need to finish it before 
returning to the township.
   In other business at the Sept. 1 meeting, 
the board:
   • Heard Supervisor Combs read a letter 
to Public Safety Director Greg Laurain 
praising his department for work during 
a traffic accident and heard Budd read a 
letter from School Board President Brent 
Mikulski thanking the township for its 
assistance with collecting school supplies 
for Back 2 School Blitz;
   • Approved selection of Verdeterre 
Contracting as contractor for the 
reconstruction of Dewitt, Jeanette, and 
Venetian at a cost of $488,100, plus up to 
10% construction contingency ($48,800). 
Also approved was Wade Trim for 
engineering work for the project at a total 
of $46,200. The whole project will cost 
$628,100, which is under the estimate of 
$650,000. There is no cost to the township. 
The Special Assessment District of property 
owners will pay 20% and the County pays 
80% through its Local Road Initiative 
program. Verdeterre actually was the 
high bidder of three, but there was a 3.5% 
difference between high and low bidder and 
the township’s purchasing policy allows a 
5% leeway to local contractors;
   • Approved Martin Ladd as the new 
DPW Superintendent. Bill Turner has been 
supervising DPW and water and sewer and 
now will just do water and sewer. Ladd 
will be paid $56,850 from the water and 
sewer budget. He has almost 30 years of 
experience with Madison Heights, City of 
Taylor, and City of Hamtramck;
   • Approved hiring Matthew Best as the 
deputy director of planning and economic 
development. Combs read off his credentials 
and said, “It’s been a while since we had an 
environmental person on staff.” He will be 
paid $62,000 and was to start work the next 
day. He has worked with Wayne County 
Environmental Services Department for 
12 years and holds a bachelor’s degree 
from Central Michigan University in 

biology, environmental science, and 
geology and a master’s degree in urban and 
regional planning from Eastern Michigan 
University;
   • Approved a resolution for Health Care 
Opt-Out for 2016, as required by law if the 
township wishes not to place a hard-cap 
limit or an 80% limit on the amount the 
township may pay toward employee health 
care benefits;
   • Approved the combination of two lots on 
Denton Road, slightly north of the railroad 
tracks: V125083-018-02-0112-003 and 
V125-83-018-02-0115-000;
   • Heard Marge Malicke say she has 
lived in the township for 47 years and 
on Harmony Lane for 19 years and she 
wanted to criticize the process by which 
the millage decision was made. “It is in 
your control to be transparent,” Malicke 
said, noting the board said it was going to 
discuss options and then rushed forward 
with only one proposal: 6.5 mills;
   • Heard Don Schoenberger (who was 
wearing a brightly colored sign on his 
chest reading “No New Taxes”) ask about 
what Supervisor Combs found when she 
asked the attorney for an opinion about 
whether she could shut down the public 
from talking about the millage at meetings. 
He said he expected it to be on the agenda 
but no mention has been made of it. “We 
are your boss,” he reminded her. “Not at 
township meetings? Wow! No more talk of 
the millage, you said … Let the peasants 
eat cake…” Combs said she should have 
brought the opinion to the meeting but she 
recalled it said the board does not have the 
power to limit the subject of the speaker 
and they can speak on whatever subject 
they want to, “as long as it is germane to 
township business.”

released Sept. 1 with a GPS tether through 
his cell phone. He was directed not to go 
to any location on Hull Road, where the 
victim lives.
   A second charge on a misdemeanor offense 
of refusing to give a DNA sample was set 
for a motion hearing before Judge Parrott 
at 11 a.m., Oct. 14. Chapman’s attorney 
John Day said he had several motions to 
file on the DNA charge.

Court watching
(continued from page 1)

   The Top-to-Bottom list is part of 
Michigan’s school accountability system 
which ranks schools on their student 
performance in mathematics, reading, 
writing, science and social studies and 
graduation rate data (for high schools).
  School performance components include 
student achievement, improvement and 
achievement gaps between the highest and 
lowest scoring 30 percent of students in 
each school.
   This list provides valuable information 
on the performance of Michigan’s public 
schools and identifies areas of both strength 
and challenge. It is also used to determine: 
   • Reward Schools, based on the top 5% of 
schools in the ranking as well as the schools 
with the highest improvement values from 
this list. Beating the Odds schools, which 
are those schools either outperforming 

their expected ranking or outperforming 
other similarly-situated schools, are also 
Reward Schools.
   • Focus Schools, based on the achievement 
gap component of this list.
   • Priority (formerly Persistently Lowest 
Achieving), Schools based on the bottom 
5% of this list.
   All schools are included in the ranking if 
they have two years of assessment data for 
30 or more full academic year students in 
two or more tested subjects.
   These measurements were developed in 
conjunction with a diverse set of education 
stakeholders throughout the 2010-2011 
school year as part of Michigan’s approved 
federal No Child Left Behind (NCLB) 
flexibility waiver.

-- Michigan Dept. of Education
(Chart created by Diane Madigan.)

Michigan Dept. of Education releases Top to Bottom Rankings

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
Bob Schoenberger and Marge Malicke voiced their concern over the Van Buren Township 
millage proposal and the process of putting it on the ballot at the Sept. 1 meeting of the 
VBT Board of Trustees.

Belleville Area District 
Library fall story times
   The Belleville Area District Library, 167 Fourth 
Street, Belleville, announces the following fall 
story times.
   • Family Story Times is on Mondays, 6:30 
p.m., Sept. 21-Oct. 26. For children in preschool-
elementary, ages 4-10.
   • Toddler Times Story Times is on Tuesdays at 
11 a.m., Sept. 22-Oct. 27, and Thursdays at 11 
a.m., Sept. 24-Oct. 29. For children ages 2-4.
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   Starting on page three in the Aug. 27 
issue of our paper, we published a letter 
from Van Buren Township Police Lt. Mark 
Buckberry to Public Safety Director Greg 
Laurain and Deputy Director Jason Wright. 
It was dated July 14.
   Lt. Buckberry is union president of the 
Police Officers Labor Council (POLC) 
Command Unit and the letter explained the 
background of the officers’ concerns about 
the pension situation.
   At the end of the letter all of the obviously 
frustrated command officers asked to be 
demoted to patrol status.
   Well, things exploded. Supervisor 
Linda Combs (signed by the Board of 
Trustees) shot back a letter in the Sept. 3 
paper accusing the command officers of 
compromising the board’s position in a 
pending grievance.
   “The publication of the grievance also 
indicates that the Union does not want to 
go to Step III on the matter,” the board’s 
letter said.
   A letter of denial of the request to be 
demoted was part of the board’s reply. Then 
they said if the officers are so unhappy, 
“they should consider submitting letters of 
resignation.”
   We want to emphasize that none of the 
VBT command officers, or any other 
employee of VBT, shared the letter with 
us. We received a copy of the letter from 
an outside source and found the details 
of the pension situation very interesting. 
We thought the residents of VBT would 
likewise find it interesting.
   VBT police did not give us the letter, so 
don’t blame them. Blame me for publishing 
it.

   And, in today’s paper, there is the 
command officers’ reply to the township 
board’s reply. And, there is an advertisement 
we’re printing that was pointed out to me 
by someone who doesn’t live in this area 
and has nothing to do with VBT that shows 
VBT has been advertising for candidates 
for one or more police officer jobs since 
Aug. 25.
   The turmoil continues.

***
   Another scam. Fake calls from the IRS 
again. A reader brought in the number 
from his caller ID from an “IRS” agent 
telling him to pay up immediately or go 
to jail. He’s dealt with the IRS before and 
he knows they communicate in writing. 
Anyway, this number was from Colfax, 
WA: 509-288-4619. I dialed it to see what 
would happen and the recorded operator 
said: “Unable to complete your request. 
Try again later.” Beware.

***
   We received an email from a parent on 
Labor Day: “Thursday, 9/3/15 was the first 
football game that the band played at. They 
ended up canceling the game but had the 
marching band out there doing a pre-show. 
It was quite dangerous having those poor 
kids out there with all the lightning going 
on. I was quite upset along with some other 
parents and grandparents.”

***
   One of our readers said he was on the 
property on Savage Road owned by the 

city where the house burned down. He and 
his friend were planning to use their metal 
detectors to see what they could find on the 
vacant part of the property.
   He said they were run off by the city DPW. 
When they protested that it was public 
property, they were told 
there were things in the 
garage, including a car, 
that the city owned.
   Our reader said the 
garage is falling down. 
He asked when the city 
plans to clean that up.

***
   Barber Bob, across Main Street from our 
office, explained all the activity in front of 
his shop over the last few weeks. He said 
it all started when he went to his Michigan 
basement to empty his dehumidifier after 
a weekend, when he noticed a drip on his 
sewer line. His shop is not a residence, so 
it doesn’t use much water.
   Well, after turning on all the faucets and 
flushing the toilet, he saw the drip increase. 
He called several contractors, but Davenport 
was the only one willing to come, he said. 
They dug by hand at first to find out the 
problem. When they discovered a gas line 
had been drilled through his sewer line, the 
excavation stopped and Steve Davenport 
called DTE.
   It turns out DTE says it will reimburse 
Barber Bob for all his bills. Hope it does.

***

Editorial

Sumpter, Library 
Board consider 
media center
    On Sept. 2, two members of the Belleville 
Area District Library Board met with three 
representatives of Sumpter Township to 
discuss the library’s recent public opinion 
poll brought on by a failed millage vote for 
a new library.
   Library board members – Joy Cichewicz 
and LaChelle Caver – who are both Sumpter 
residents, explained that Sumpter Township 
residents taking the poll said they needed a 
place for computers, wireless, and online.
   “What Sumpter Township was saying was 
they wanted a media center,” said Sumpter 
Supervisor John Morgan, when the poll 
results were outlined -- a media center 
instead of the proposed library branch. 
Morgan, Treasurer Bates and Deputy 
Treasurer Armatis discussed the situation 
with Cichewicz and Caver.
   “There’s no free wireless out there,” 
Cichewicz said of Sumpter, adding people 
come into the Belleville library just to use 
the free wireless service for their devices.
   On Sept. 22 at 4 p.m. the library’s 
architect, Supervisor Morgan, members of 
the library building committee and anyone 
else interested will meet at the township’s 
six-sided building across the road from 
township hall to see if might make a good 
media center. Then, the library building 
committee will meet at 7:30 p.m. to 
discuss what to do about the main library 
in downtown Belleville. Library plans 
are moving forward and you’re invited to 
attend the meetings and join in the plans.
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Letters
Fraternal
Order of
Eagles

HALL & PAVILION
RENTAL AVAILABLE

9961 Beck Road
Belleville, MI

Weekday and Weekend Rate
Catering Available

Bartending Service Provided

699-8836 (after 12 noon)

Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Leonardo Da Vinci

“Learning is the only thing the mind never 
exhausts, never fears, never regrets.”

Pleasing You, Pleases Us

734-325-7799
Members & Qualified Guests

Belleville Family Center # 934
45476 Harris Road
Belleville, MI 48111
bellevillemoose.com

moose934@yahoo.com

Weekday & Weekend Rates
Bartending Service Provided -

Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff!

Free Wi-Fi Hotspot!

Loyal Order of Moose • Women of the Moose • Moose Legion

The Family Fraternity

“America will never be destroyed from 
the outside. If we falter and lose our 

freedoms, it will be because we
destroyed ourselves.”

– Abraham Lincoln

Command Officers 
respond to VBT Board
To the Editor:
   This is regarding the letter from the Van Buren 
Township Board of Trustees that you printed on 
Sept. 3, 2015. Their letter was in response to the 
letter that had been printed the previous week 
regarding a request that the VBT Police Officers 
Labor Council, (POLC), Command Officers 
had submitted to the Township back on July 15, 
2015. 
   The VBT Command Officers have been without 
a contract since Jan. 1, 2014. During this time the 
POLC Command Unit has had several meetings 
with the Township in attempts to negotiate a 
contract. Through collective bargaining and 
mediation the POLC and Township have been 
unable to agree on a contract.
   Arbitration for the POLC Command contract 
has now been set for Oct. 13 and 15, 2015. Public 
Act 312 of 1967 requires that if there is impasse 
in negotiations between an employer and its 
public safety union (police or fire), then they have 
to go to mandatory binding arbitration. Usually 
this means that a contract could not be agreed 
to in collective bargaining or mediation. Unlike 
litigation, arbitration takes place out of court: the 
two sides select an impartial third party, known 
as an arbitrator; agree in advance to comply with 
the arbitrator’s award; and then participate in a 
hearing in which both sides can present evidence 
and testimony. The arbitrator’s decision is final, 
and courts rarely reexamine it.
   In response to the letter that was printed, the Van 
Buren Board of Trustees responds by stating “but 
since the Union has chosen to address its issues in 
the public forum, we will do so also.” I would like 
to clarify for the board and the community that 
this letter was NOT submitted to the Independent, 
by any member of the Command Unit. The letter 
was a request that was prepared on behalf of my 
membership and e-mailed to all elected officials, 
the Director of Public Safety, and the Deputy 
Director of Police on July 15, 2015. I can agree 
that this letter should have never been made public 
and that the printing of this letter further damages 
the relationship between the board of trustees 
and the POLC Command Unit. The board of 
trustees also stated that “Step III of the grievance 
procedure would have been to consult with the 
Supervisor.” I don’t know which contract they 
are referring to. Step III in the Command Unit’s 
contract states, “If the grievance has not been 
settled in Step 2, the grievance may be submitted 
to arbitration, provided such submission is made 
within 30 calendar days after Step 2.”
   The board of trustees states that we do not 
want to work toward a solution and it appears 

we are dissatisfied with working for Van Buren 
Township. They further state that if this is the 
case, regrettably, we should consider submitting 
letters of resignation. Although we have been 
unable to reach a contract settlement, the 
statement that we do not want to work toward 
a solution is completely false. I can assure you 
that every command officer at VBT is committed 
to providing a professional service to the 
community and will continue to do so. It is not 
the community of Van Buren Township that we 
are dissatisfied with. 
   Without merit the board of trustees assumes 
that either I or another member of my unit leaked 
this letter to the Independent. The board of 
trustees then feels compelled to publicly ridicule 
its command officers and accuses us of being 
unwilling to work toward a solution and not 
following proper grievance procedures.
   Van Buren Township has a board that consists 
of a supervisor, clerk, treasurer, and four trustees. 
Each of these elected officials has specific duties 
that contribute to effective township governance. 
The elected officials of the Township Board 
adopt an annual budget that determines the scope 
of township services and oversees township 
services. 
   Communication represents an important function 
of government, responsible for improving three 
principle elements of government: effectiveness 
(building broad support and legitimacy for 
programs), responsiveness (knowing citizens 
needs and responding to them), and accountability 
(explaining government stewardship and 
providing mechanisms to hold governments 
accountable).
   This letter that has prompted the board of 
trustees to respond in a retaliatory manner was 
originally submitted to them on July 15, 2015. 
It was not until the letter was published in 
the Independent that the board of trustees felt 
compelled to respond. The board of trustees 
makes inaccurate accusations and fails to cite 
the correct grievance procedures for the POLC 
Command Unit. There are seven members that 
comprise the board of trustees. Not one board 
member has ever reached out to me or any other 
command unit member in attempts to discuss 
this or any of the other numerous issues within 
our department. The board of trustees has never 
made an attempt to meet with or discuss current 
issues with the branch of service, police, that 
they are responsible for providing. If they are 
truly engaged and supportive of the public safety 
department I would think that this would be an 
important component of effective leadership. 
Instead they propose that if we don’t like it, then 
we should quit. Their response in last week’s 
paper “VBT Command Officers Invited to 
Resign” is a clear indication of their leadership 
style and attitude. 
   I can assure you that the Command Officers 
will continue to provide a professional level of 
service to the community that we serve, however, 
I do not wish to continue airing our differences 
in a public forum. Instead, I invite them to come 
speak with me personally. I believe that with 
effective communication we could eventually 
come to some type of common ground. I am 
currently assigned to patrol operations and have 
an office within the police department and can 
also be reached at extension 8904. 

Sincerely,
Lt. M. Buckberry
POLC Command Unit President
Van Buren Township
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EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
152 Main St., Ste. 11, Belleville, MI 48111

“Real Estate with Real Service”Belleville Area Independent
September 10, 2015

Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 6:30pm • Children/Teen/College & Career - 7:00pm
                         Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:15pm (Fall through Spring)
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

VISIT OUR PET ADOPTION EVENT SEPTEMBER 19,
11AM-3PM AT PETCO – WESTLAND!WE’RE A/C & TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS!

Thurs. Bible Study 7:30 p.m.
Phone (734) 699-6147   Cell (734) 740-1910

LIBERTY GOSPEL CHURCH
105 N. LIBERTY, BELLEVILLE

Worship in
Spirit & Truth.

HTTP://LIBERTYGOSPELCHURCH.ORG

Sunday Worship  - 10 a.m.
Read John 3:16 & Acts 2:4
Pastor Bernie Travis

PORTABLE TOILETS • SEPTIC CLEANING
LUXURY RESTROOM TRAILERS

For All Outdoor Activities

www.ParkwayServices.netOffice: (734) 482-7633 Fax: (734) 482-7632

Golf Courses
Graduations

Picnics
Construction Sites

OPEN ARMS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & DAYCARE

7865 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 699-5000

9 a.m. Adult Bible Class  10 a.m. Worship
www.openarmscenter.com

®

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

(734) 699-3185

Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych today at 734-699-9020

and make this spot yours.
Be sure to ask him about our buy 

3 ads, get 1 free promotion!

This Spot is Reserved
For Your Business Card!

Car Show, Swap Meet, 
Demolition Derby 
coming Sept. 20
   The 21st-annual Don Rochon Memorial 
Car Show and Swap Meet will run from 
9 a.m. to 3 p.m. on Sunday, Sept. 20, at 
the Sumpter Township fairgrounds, 23501 
Sumpter Road.
   Car Show entry is $15 and entries close 
at 12:30 p.m. Awards are presented at 2:30 
p.m. Swap Meet exhibitor fee is $20 per 
10’x10’ space.
   There will be door prizes, 50/50 raffle, 
music, games, and food. There are 23 
different classes to enter. Get entry forms 
at the township hall.
   U.S.A. Demolition Derby and Enduro 
Demo begins at 4 p.m. Admission to the 
grandstand is $12 for adults and $4 for 
children ages 3-12.

District Library garage sale 
of books set for Sept. 13
   The Friends of the Belleville Area District 
Library will have a garage sale of books 
in the library program room on Saturday, 
Sept. 13, from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. All books 
will be 50% off the regular price.
   While shoppers are out at the citywide 
garage sale that week end, they are invited 
to stop by the library to buy books.
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Obituaries

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager   Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

James L. Higgerson / Manager           Beverly E. Neal / Director

HIGGERSON & NEAL
Funeral Home

Roberts Brothers Chapel

209 Main St. Belleville, MI 48111

(734) 697-9400

Professional, Affordable
Full Service Funeral Home

www.hnfhome.com
Continuing an 83 year Belleville Tradition Since 1932

Ypsilanti
(734) 482-6000
Sumpter Twp.

(734) 699-6000
www.janowiakfuneralhome.com

Simplified Cremation
$1,695

Includes arrangement conference, 
local transportation, crematory, 

cremation container, website 
obituary and video tribute.

Does not include medical examiner
cremation fee, taxes, or 

certified death certificates.

Let Us Help.

CHAD RYAN VANOVER, JR.
(January 24, 2014 – August 31, 2015)
Chad Ryan Vanover, Jr., age 19 months, of 
Ypsilanti, beloved son of Chad Sr. and Lacie, 
passed away suddenly Monday, August 31, 
2015 at C.S. Mott Children’s Hospital, Ann 
Arbor, MI.
He was born January 24, 2014 at Mott to Chad 
Ryan Vanover, Sr. and Larissa Lydia Gagnon. 
He is also survived by two sisters Makenzie 
Gagnon, 4, and Morgan Vanover, 8 months, all 
of Ypsilanti, MI; grandparents Anita Rothman of 
Britton, MI, Steve Gagnon of Ypsilanti, Leanne 
Reeves of Smithville, Missouri and Scott 
Vanover of Belleville. He is also survived by 
numerous aunts, uncles, cousins and extended 
family.
Visitation was 4-9 p.m. Friday and 9-10 a.m. 
Saturday, September 5, 2015 at David C. 
Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River Dr., 
Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 697-4500. Funeral 
Services were 10 a.m. Saturday. Deacon Peter 
Cornell officiated. Interment was in Michigan 
Memorial Park, Flat Rock, MI.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may 
be made to the funeral home to help defray 
expenses. Please sign his on-line guest book for 
the family to cherish at www.davidcbrownfh.
com .

Chad Ryan Vanover, Jr.

HENRY JOHN MILLER
(February 12, 1928– September 3, 2015)
Age 87, of Columbia, TN, formerly of Belleville. 
Survived by wife Pearl; children Dave, Kathy, 
Donald, Dale, Debra; siblings include Barbara 
Nelson and Larry Miller of Belleville. Williams 
Funeral Home, Columbia.

ROGER NEWTON IBACH, SR.
(July 27, 1942 – September 1, 2015)
Roger Newton Ibach, Sr., age 73, of Elmira, 
formerly of Belleville, passed away Tuesday, 
September 1, 2015. He was born July 27, 
1942 in South Dakota, son of Newton & Aria 
(Manski) Ibach.
Roger was a member of Grace Baptist Church, 
Gaylord, MI. He was also a member of the Lion’s 
Club for numerous years. He loved the outdoors, 
hunting, fishing, and riding his trike motorcycle.  
Mr. Ibach is survived by loving wife of nearly 
20 years, Marion (Canup) Ibach; his son Roger 
(Terri) Ibach, Jr. of Southgate, MI; son-in-law 
Steve DeGregorio of Trenton, MI; step-children 
Mark D. Minthorn Jr. of Dearborn, MI and 
Nicole L. Gradie of Gaylord, MI; grandchildren 
Ashlie Ibach, Shelbi Ibach, Adam Ibach, Steven 
DeGregorio, Anthony DeGregorio, Karia 
DeGregorio, Macie Minthorn and Isaac Watson; 
also several nieces, nephews and friends. He 
was preceded in death by his parents, daughter 
Kim DeGregorio and brother Darrell Ibach.
Visitation was 12 Noon until 3 p.m. Saturday, 
September 5, 2015 at David C. Brown Funeral 
Home, 460 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 
48111 (734) 697-4500. Funeral Service began 
Saturday at 3 p.m. Pastor Howard Jenkins 
officiated. Entombment was in Michigan 
Memorial Park, Flat Rock, MI.
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
Gaylord Lion’s Club and would be greatly 
appreciated. Please sign his on-line guest book 
and share a memory for his family to treasure at 
www.davidcbrownfh.com . 

Roger Newton Ibach

BERNIECE ANGELA BAKER
(December 28, 1951 – August 31, 2015)
Berniece Angela Baker, age 63, of Sumpter 
Township passed away August 31, 2015.
Berniece is the loving wife of Roger for 44 
wonderful years; dear mother of Roger Baker 
II of Sumpter Twp., Jolene Baker of Sumpter 
Twp. and Jason Baker of Westland; cherished 
grandmother of Brittany Ripple, Derrick Ripple 
(Briana Casas), Meagan Robertson, Zachary 
Ripple, Jordan Baker and Savanna Lovelace. 
Mrs. Baker is also the great-grandmother of 
Derrick Ripple Jr.; sister of Ray (Faye) Baker, 
Norman (Carmal) Baker, Don (Yvonne) 
McGuire and James Baker; many nieces and 
nephews with many other extended family and 
friends.
Sadly, she is preceded in death by her parents, 
Joseph Ryan and Velma Wanda Underwood. 
Also, sister Joann Amburgry.
Berniece was born on December 28, 1951 in 

Berniece Angela Baker

Morgan Co., Kentucky. She married the love of 
her life, Roger, on January 26, 1971. She was 
retired from Ford Motor Company Ypsilanti 
plant. Berniece enjoyed playing cards, Yahtzee, 
being outdoors with many hours being on the 
water using the family boat. But most of all, she 
enjoyed the times with her family and friends.
A funeral service was held at 11 a.m., Friday, 
September 4, 2015 at the David C. Brown 
Funeral Home, Belleville. Interment followed 
at Michigan Memorial Park, Flat Rock.
Visiting hours were held on Thursday from 
12 noon until 9 p.m. at the funeral home and 
also one hour prior to the service on Friday.  
Memorial contributions may be directed to the 
Baker family. Please sign her on-line guest book 
and share a memory for her family to cherish at 
www.davidcbrownfh.com .

Belleville Area Museum
   • Sept. 17, 3-7 p.m.  Last Antiques 
Appraisal of 2015. Doug Dalton will amaze 
you with his knowledge of antiques. What 
potentially valuable items are gathering 
dust in your garage or attic?  $10 admission 
and first appraisal; $5 each item thereafter. 
Limit 4.



Page 8� Belleville Area Independent/September 10, 2015September 10, 2015/Belleville Area Independent� Page 9

Orphan of 
the Week

Friends of Michigan 
Animals Rescue

Our Chip is a real chip off 
the charming kitty block. With 
his handsome black haired 
looks and laid-back, friendly 
personality he’s all that you 
would expect from a nice kitty 
boy companion. Chip came 
to us as a kitten through our 
TNR program and was skittish 
for awhile but has recently 
decided being receptive to 
people attention is where the 
fun is at. He can still be a little 
reserved until he knows you 
but its well worth your time to 
let him warm up to you. Chip 
is an easy-going, down to 
earth likeable kitty boy who can 
almost always be found coming 
up to get pets and attention 
from visitors. He isn’t pushy for 
attention but instead waits for 
you to notice him then eagerly 
enjoys all the love you want to 
share with him. He’s a larger 
kitty boy with a silky soft black 
coat that’s hard to resist petting 
and striking yellow eyes set in 
a handsome face you’re sure to 
find very appealing. Come meet 
Chip, he will be happy to leave 
his spot on the block to find his 
fur-ever home. Call Friends of 
Michigan Animals Rescue 
at 734-461-9458 or visit our 
website fmar1.org for more 
information.

“CHIP”

APPLY NOW. CALL US.

NOW
HIRING

Pay Range Starts at $ 9.50 - $ 15.25 per hour
based on position

www.securitasjobs.com

Please apply at our Saline,
Ann Arbor & Ypsilanti Locations.

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

Production Assembly –
1st, 2nd, and 3rd shift –  $9.00

Hilo Drivers – must have experience
1st, 2nd, and 3rd shift – $11.50

Sanitation – must be able to work weekends
1st, 2nd, and 3rd shift – $11.50

Call us today at 313-749-9318 or email your 
resume to 3315@kellyservices.com

Kelly Services is NOW HIRING 
for the following positions in 

the New Boston area:

Court Watching:
Jeffery Rochon charged 
with arson for fire that 
destroyed mobile home
   On Aug. 31, Van Buren Township 
detectives took Jeffery Edwin Rochon, 31, 
into custody at his place of employment in 
Romulus, as he was leaving work.
    Rochon, of Sumpter Township, was 

arrested for the arson 
fire that occurred 
on July 28 at 6040 
Victoria in Van Buren 
Township. It is alleged 
that Rochon burned the 
residence of the mother 
of his two children, said 
VBT Police Lt. Charles 

Bazzy.
   A warrant request was submitted to the 
Wayne County Prosecutor’s Office. Rochon 
was subsequently charged with second-
degree arson and malicious destruction of 
personal property from $1,000 to $20,000.
   The arson charge carries a maximum 
penalty of 20 years in prison and/or $20,000 
or three times the value of the property 
damaged or destroyed. The MDOP charge 
is a five-year felony and carries a fine of up 
to $10,000 or three times the amount of the 

property damaged or destroyed.
   Rochon was arraigned Sept. 3 in front 
of 34th District Court Chief Judge Tina 
Brooks Green and was given a $500,000 

Jeffery Rochon

cash bond, Lt. Bazzy said. A probable 
cause conference is scheduled for Sept. 16 
at 34th District Court and the preliminary 
examination is scheduled for Sept. 23.
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Birthdays

*Some restrictions apply.   Offer expires 9/30/15

Pop a balloon & find a freebie 
inside! Also, take 40% off a 

complete second pair of 
prescription eyeglasses!*

Breakfast Special
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

With Beverage Purchase

2 Eggs, Sausage or Bacon,
Hashbrowns & Toast....................$1.99

(No Substitutions)

734-699-9070
19350 Sumpter Road • Next to Ace Hardware

Serving
8am

Open 6 Days
a Week

at 8am
Closed

Mondays

DAILY DINE-IN SPECIALS
Beverage Purchase Required for Each Meal. No Coupon Necessary. 4pm to 9pm.

ANY TWO FOR $15.00
11am to Close - Beverage Purchase Required for Each Meal - Dine In Only

Above Includes Cup of Soup or Salad, Potato or Rice & Nuggets

FRIDAY
All You
Can Eat

SATURDAY
1 lb.

Crab Legs

$999

FREE WI-FI

$599

Everyday Special
Large Pizza

with 2 Items

Only

SUNDAY
1/2 Price

Pizza

TUESDAY
Slab of Ribs
Choice of Potato & Salad

$1199

WEDNESDAY
4 pc. Broasted 

Chicken
$649

THURSDAY
Surf & Turf

$1199

$799

DOUGLAS CARPETS
MILL OUTLET

Professional Installation Of Quality Carpeting,
Laminate Wood Flooring, And No-Wax Vinyl.

We Sell Shaw, Mohawk, and Beaulieu Carpet.

New For 2016 – Armstrong
Luxury Vinyl – Now In Stock!

Alloc Laminate Flooring
Is Back In Stock!

240 MAIN STREET
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

(734) 697-9137
“Celebrating Over 36 Years”

M-F : 8 am - 6 pm      Sat : 10 am - 2 pm      Sun : Closed

ESTATE ANTIQUE

AUCTION
Fri. Night, Sept. 11,  5 & 6pm

Preview 4:00 pm 

ROMULUS  PROGRESSIVE CLUB, 11580 OZGA RD. ROMULUS 48174

TO SEE LOTS OF PHOTOS & DETAILED LISTING, GO TO

www.DougDaltonAuctioneer.com

   Sept. 3 – Diane Madigan
   Sept. 9 – Lisa Cornett
   Sept. 12 – Stella Endicott
   Sept. 16 – Thomas Millard
   Sept. 20 – Jake Dwornik
   Sept. 21 – Carla Gibson, Douglas (Charlie 
Mae) McLellan
   Sept. 23 – Megan Holmes
   Sept. 25 – Pam Melton
   Sept. 27 – Becky Ross
   

Do you have a birthday in September? Does 
anyone you know have a birthday soon? 
Call the Independent at 699-9020 and let 
us know. We’ll list it in this column ASAP 
following your call. There is no charge.
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Yellow Jackets, 
Hornets, & Ant 
Season Is Here!

Commercial &
Residential Service

Specializing In
Bed Bug Control.

734-699-6889

       1 9 9 5 - 2015

1995.

734.697.2888
www.innovativecomputers.net

FREE ESTIMATES

$99
Save $70 
with our virus removal special. 

 $170  
              

$1999
WEBSITE SPECIAL
                             4 page custom design
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January 18
February 22

March 22
April 19

May 17
June 7
July 19

August 16

September 13
October 18

November 15
December 13

FREE!
Donations AcceptedFREE!
Donations Accepted

SE MICHIGAN

PUG-N-PLAY!
SE MICHIGAN

PUG-N-PLAY!
Off-leash playtime with other friendly Pugs and Pug Owners!

Your Pugs will love you for their new social life!
Learn more & RSVP online at:

www.meetup.com/semichiganpugs
www.facebook.com/pugplaygroup

All Pugs & Pug Owners are Welcome!!
One Sunday EVERY Month – 2:00pm

Location:

Wayne County Fairgrounds
Abbott Building

10871 Quirk Rd
Belleville, MI  48111

Off I-94 at Belleville Rd exit near I-275

Parking

Office
Dining

Hall

Abbott Building

2015 Dates:

CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
BOARD MEETING MINUTES

SEPTEMBER 1, 2015
Supervisor Combs called the meeting to order at 7:00 
p.m. in the Board Room.  Present: Supervisor Combs, 
Clerk Wright, Treasurer Budd, Trustee Hart, Trustee 
Jahr, Trustee McClanahan and Trustee Miller. Others 
in attendance: Secretary Montgomery,  Planning 
and Economic Development Director Akers, DPS 
Director Taylor, Engineer Nummer and an audience 
of eleven (11). 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: Budd moved, 
McClanahan seconded to approve the agenda as 
presented. Motion Carried.
APPROVAL OF CONSENT AGENDA: Jahr 
moved, Miller seconded to approve the Consent 
Agenda. [Work Study Session Minutes of August 
17, 2015; Closed Session Minutes of August 17, 
2015; Regular Board Meeting Minutes of August 
18, 2015; Prepaid List of August 14, 2015; Prepaid 
List of August 21, 2015; Prepaid List of August 27, 
2015; Voucher List of September 1, 2015; Adoption 
of Resolution 2015-35-Health Care Opt-Out for 2016 
and Approval of the combination of lots V125-83-
018-02-0112-003 and V125-83-018-02-0115-000.] 
Motion Carried.
PUBLIC HEARING: Jahr moved, McClanahan 
seconded to open the public hearing to receive 
comment on the request by Ashley Crossroads North, 
LLC to establish Industrial Development District #25 
at 7:03 p.m. Motion Carried.
Assessing Coordinator Stevenson stated the 
application to establish the I.D.D. district was 
received in July. The total size of the property is 
approximately 283 acres and is comprised of many 
individual tax parcels, all contiguous, located along 
Ecorse and Haggerty Rd.
Board members commented on the following: Site 
plans for development of the property previously 
submitted to the planning commission were turned 
down, in part, due to the need for a traffic study; 
current issues between Wayne County and the 
applicant remain unresolved, creation of the district 
would automatically allow any lessee to receive a tax 
abatement; making a decision without an approved 
site plan is premature; and opposition to the district.
One public comment was received opposing the 
district. The resident stated if the district was 
approved there would be a need to widen Van Born, 
Haggerty and Ecorse roads; questioned if the 47 
residential parcels along Haggerty, Ecorse and Van 
Born roads were noticed of the intent to create the 
district; indicated if a district was approved that 
tenants would receive automatic tax abatement 
appeals if an abatement was denied by the Township 
and referenced the 21 page State of Michigan statue 
relating to Industrial Development Districts.
There being no further discussion Jahr moved, Miller 
seconded to close the Public Hearing at 7:20 p.m. 
Motion Carried.
CORRESPONDENCE: Supervisor Combs read a 
letter to Director Laurain from a resident who praised 
the professionalism of public safety Officer Vernier 
when he responded to her traffic accident in July. 
Treasurer Budd read a letter from the President of the 
Van Buren School Board thanking the Township for 
their assistance in the securing donations for school 
supplies.
PUBLIC COMMENT: Resident paraphrased a 
comment made by an official during the previous 
day’s work study session regarding the area associated 
with the proposed Industrial Development District 
#25. He felt the comment was derogatory towards the 
residents who live in the area. Trustee Miller stated 
the comment was made in response to her inquiry 
regarding truck traffic and the reply given by the 

Supervisor has been taken out of context. 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None.
NEW BUSINESS:   Wright moved, Miller seconded 
to deny the adoption of Resolution 2015-34 to 
establish Industrial Development District #25. Motion 
Carried. Reasons for the denial were discussed by the 
Board during the Public Hearing.
Wright moved, Hart seconded to award the construction 
contract for the 2015 Pavement Rehabilitation Project 
(Dewitt, Jeanette and Venetian Roads) to Verdeterre 
Contracting in the amount of $488,100, and authorize 
a 10% contingency amount to be used at the discretion 
of Director Akers to address change orders as needed 
and to accept the proposal from Wade Trim to provide 
construction engineering services for the 2015 
Pavement Rehabilitation Project (Dewitt, Jeanette and 
Venetian Roads) in the amount of $46,200 consisting 
of a not-to-exceed amount of $30,100 for construction 
engineering and an estimated amount of $16,100 for 
construction inspection services. Motion Carried. 
This project will be funded by the Wayne County 
Local Roads Initiative and the Dewitt, Jeanette and 
Venetian Roads Special Assessment District.
McClanahan moved, Jahr seconded to approve the 
Personal Services Agreement between Martin E. Ladd 
and the Township and authorized the Supervisor and 
Clerk to execute the agreement. Motion Carried. Mr. 
Ladd has been hired as a Superintendent in the Public 
Services Department. 
Budd moved, Hart seconded to approve the Personal 
Services Agreement between Matthew Best and the 
Township and authorize the Supervisor and Clerk to 
execute the agreement. Motion Carried. Mr. Best has 
been hired as the Deputy Director of Planning and 
Economic Development.
REPORTS: None.
ANNOUNCEMENTS: Clerk Wright congratulated 
Trustee McClanahan who celebrates her 25th wedding 
anniversary and Trustee Hart on his retirement, after 
37 years, from Ford Motor Company; noted his own 
28th wedding anniversary on Saturday and announced 
the Township Administrative Offices will be closed 
Monday September 7, 2015 in observance of Labor 
Day. Treasurer Budd announced the summer tax bill 
due date has been extended, without penalty, until 
September 30, 2015.
NON AGENDA:
Residents commented on: the process by which the 
millage was approved by the Board;  that during a 
special work study session in June the Board talked 
about three potential millage options; that at that 
meeting the Supervisor indicated all three proposals 
would be presented at the July 6th work study meeting; 
that the three proposals were not presented because 
the Supervisor indicated that staff did not have 
sufficient time to compose the language; that staff 
should have been mandated to prepare the language 
for further discussion since time was of the essence 
;  that no further discussion occurred on the millage 
until the Board voted on one proposal at the July 21st  

Board of Trustees meeting; opposition to the millage; 
disapproval of comments made by two Board members 
regarding public comment on the millage during the 
non-agenda portion of the meeting potentially stifling 
freedom of speech and having one of the lowest taxes 
in Wayne County is not bad. 
The Supervisor stated she has consulted with the 
Township attorney and the Board will allow residents 
to speak on whatever topic they wish to speak on as 
long as it is germane to Township Business.
ADJOURNMENT: Wright moved, Miller seconded 
to adjourn at 7:52 p.m. Motion Carried.  
Leon Wright, Township Clerk		
Linda H. Combs, Township Supervisor
Published: September 10, 2015

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

A+ Rating with
YOUR HEATING & COOLING FAMILY

For Free Estimates, Call
(313) 381-2800

20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 37 YEARS!

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

10% OFF

HOURS
MON.-THURS. 11AM-10PM

FRI. 11AM - 11PM
SAT. 12PM-11PM
SUN. 12PM-10PM

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $9.25
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $6.50 - $7.00

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

DINE-IN OR CARRY OUT
Chinese & American Food

BUDWEISER BOTTLES - $2, WINE AVAILABLE!

CHINA KING COUPON
COUPON EXPIRES SEPTEMBER 30, 2015

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

TOUCH OF CLASS URBAN 
STYLE BALLROOM DANCE

Let instructor Dennis Radford enlighten you on 
Urban Ballroom Dance. Urban Ballroom dancing is 
a contemporary form of hand dance derived from 
the basic cha cha along with turns, spins, dips, 

and lifts. This dance fashions an urban flavor with 
the smoothness and elegance of each partner.

Tuesdays: Beginner: 6pm-7pm, Intermediate 7pm-8pm
Van Buren Resident $6 a class/$50 ten week session.

Non-Resident $7 a class/$60 ten week session.
Van Buren Township Parks & Recreation

 (734) 699-8921       46425 Tyler Road

VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP, MI
POLICE OFFICER 

OPENING DATE: 8/25/2015 
CLOSING DATE: until filled

THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 
is seeking qualified candidates and currently ac-
cepting applications at the Van Buren Township 
Police Department, located at 46425 Tyler Rd, 
Belleville, MI 48111 for Police Officer.

Candidates:
   • Must be 21 years of age
   • Must be a U.S. citizen
   • Associate’s degree is minimum requirement 
   • Must have completed EMPCO testing & allow 
access to your score
   • Must pass the interview process
   • Must pass drug screen, physical, psychiatric 
exam and background investigation
   • Must possess a valid Michigan Drivers 
License

   • Applicants must be certified by the Michigan 
Commission on Law Enforcement Standards 
(MCOLES) or eligible for certification.
   • No felony charges or disqualifying misde-
meanor charges
Preferred but not Required Training: 
   • Applicants MFR certified
   • Applicants Firefighter I and II certified
Wages and Benefits
   • Life Ins., Health Dental & Vision Ins, MERS 
Pension Plan, paid vacation, compensation time, 
sick and personal leave
   • Uniforms/Equipment Provided
   • 12 hour shifts (84 hours per pay period), an-
nual salary range starting at $54,250     

To test for this position, go to https://www.empco.
net/testing/ and follow the instructions.  There is 
a fee to take the examination, but the results of 
the test will be accepted by all participating police 
departments in Michigan.
TO APPLY, SUBMIT COVER LETTER, RE-
SUME AND COMPLETED EMPLOYMENT 
& BACKGROUND APPLICATION PACKETS 
PROVIDED ON OUR WEBSITE: 
www.vanburen-mi.org/psemployment/ 
Mail to Attention: Director of Public Safety 
Van Buren Twp. Police Department 
46425 Tyler Rd, Belleville MI 48111 
Or email to glaurain@vanburen-mi.org
APPLICATIONS ACCEPTED UNTIL JOB 
FILLED

Editor’s Note: This is printed as a public service. 
This help-wanted ad was posted Aug. 25 on the 
www.michigan.gov/mcoles website, under “on-
line services.” In our Sept. 3 paper a letter from 
Public Safety Deputy Director Jason Wright said:  
“…The police department currently does not have 
any open positions in road patrol …” This call for 
basic police officer candidates was still running as 
of Monday. MCOLES stands for Michigan Com-
mission on Law Enforcement Standards.

HELP WANTED



Page 12� Belleville Area Independent/September 10, 2015September 10, 2015/Belleville Area Independent� Page 13

Gerry’s Small Engine
and Equipment Repair
Tractors, Lawn, Garden, Snow Blowers

& Small Construction Equipment
Gerry Gentz
Willis, MI 734-461-0158

Serving Belleville,
Sumpter, Van Buren

& Willis

AUCTION

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

SERVICES

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators • Washers 
Dryers • Ranges
$20 House Call

Phone (734) 782-3354

Family Owned &
Operated. Serving 
The Belleville Area

Since 1978. Call
(734) 301-5959

WANTED
WE BUY

JUNK CARS
7 Days A Week – CASH PAID!
Affordable Towing Available Too!
(734) 787-1444

GARAGE/YARD SALE

GARAGE/YARD SALE

COMMUNITY WIDE
YARD SALE
Sept. 11, 12, 13  9am-5pm Daily
AUGUSTA WOODS
MANUFACTURED 

HOME COMMUNITY
8330 N. Brookston
At Rawsonville Rd.

Willis, MI

FOR SALE

“We are all born ignorant, but one must 
work hard to remain stupid.”

– Benjamin Franklin

PUBLIC AUCTION
Notice is hereby given that on September 19, 
2015 at 12:00 p.m. Full House Self Storage 
at 7886 Belleville Rd., Belleville MI 48111 is 
holding a public auction. Unit(s) may or may 
not include the following: household items, 
recreational items, appliances, furniture, 
misc. O-715 & N-810 Terry Booth, P-784 
Charles Bourque, T-981 Chandler Cuts and 
Snow LLC, R-918 Sarah Graham, H-356 
Cheryl Foster, J-600 Kevin Beard, I-404 
Danny Mabry, J-618 Douglas Laura, H-362 
Lisa Howell, L-523 Gwen Hill, J-616 April 
Green, D-158 Leonard Wojtyna, L-521 
Jasmine J. Carter, H-359 Angela Wood, 
O-723 Leslie Shull, S-941 Kelli Rysztak.
Publish: September 10, September 17, 2015

Preview / Registration 6:30pm
Auction starts at 7:00pm

SUPER VARIETY
------------

WHITWSORTH ESTATE AUCTION.  
September 12, 2015 @ 10:00 am.
24801 Carleton West Road, New Boston, 
MI. 1962 MG Convertible-1965 Ford
Galaxie 500XL 2 Door-1965 Mercury Park 
Lane. Petroliana, antiques, tools & much, 
much more. Check Website for more info 
& pictures. Braunandhelmer.com Estate
of G. William “Whit” Whitworth.
Preview & inspection at 9:00 a.m. 
Check or cash with I.D. Questions call
Brian Braun (734) 368-1736. BRAUN &
HELMER AUCTION SERVICE, INC. 9/10

------------

------------
RUMMAGE SALE. St. Anthony,
409 W. Columbia, Belleville. Friday, 
September 11, 8am-5pm & Saturday, 
September 12, 8am-2pm.             9/10

------------
SEPTEMBER 11 & 12, 9am-5pm.
48617 Sully Drive. Cleaning out 
the garage.                             9/10

------------

TWO DAY SALE, August 10 & August 
11, 10am-4pm. 46265 Bemis. Canning 
jars, jewelry & much more.             9/10

------------ 
FANTASTIC YARD SALE. September
10, 11 & 12, 8am-6pm. 50462  Bog.
½ mile South of Huron River Drive &
Textile. East of Rawsonville.         9/10

------------
4 FAMILY SALE. Antique desk w/
Hickock chair, curio cabinet, lots of 
postcards, books, buttons, household
items, antiques & much more.
Wednesday through Saturday, September 
16-19, 8am-5pm.  44600 Robson Rd.   9/17

------------
HUGE SALE. Women’s clothing 2x/3x, 
holiday decorations, glassware, water 
softener, baby clothes & much more. 
September 10, 11 & 12, 9am-5pm. 
46200 McBride.                        9/10

------------
FINAL SALE at Mr. Hermon on
Saturday, September 12, 9am-3pm.
24235 Sumpter.                     9/10

------------
SEPTEMBER 17, 18 & 19, 9am-4:30pm.  
Wood burning stove, guy stuff, jewelry & 
a good variety. 16787 Martinsville Rd.  9/17

------------
MULTI-FAMILY sale. September, 11 
& 12, Friday & Saturday, 10am-??.
49708 Willis. Bicycles, some clothing,
high quality Halloween decorations, 
household goods & much more.       9/10

------------
MOMS DRIVE huge neighborhood
garage sale. Off Belleville Road between 
Tyler and Ecorse Road. September 19 
& 20, 9am-6pm.                        9/17

------------
LIBERTY STREET IN TOWN. Saturday 
& Sunday. Antiques & more.           9/10

------------
44385 HARMONY LANE. Tools, 
craft supplies, housewares, everything 
must go. September 11, 12pm-6pm &
September 12, 9am-2pm.              9/10

------------

SHOPSMITH. All-in-one tool. It’s a table
saw & band saw, scroll saw, a lathe
duplicator & can be a drill press & bor-
ing machine. $600. Call for appointment
(734) 461-2177.                                9/10

------------
2015 HP 17” LAPTOP.  MacAfee, live 
safe. Dragon, natural. Platinum set up.  
Original cost over $600. Asking $400 firm.  
(734) 697-7454.                                          9/10

------------
SEAGULL 12 string acoustic guitar, 
$300. Epiphone electric guitar, $100.  
Yamaha classical guitar, $75. Yamaha 
acoustic guitar $325. (734)729-6117  9/17

------------

FOR SALE

MUSKOVY DUCKS. Black/white & 
chocolate colors. Sweet, quiet ducks that 
don’t quack! Belleville area. $5 each.
(313) 550-0598.                     9/17

------------
TORQUE MASTER 10’x7’ garage door 
with all hardware, $250 OBO. Aluminum 
trim brake, $250 OBO. (734) 309-5732 9/24

------------
SANSUI VHS-VCR $40; TV (2012) 
18” $50.  Both in good condition.
(734) 697-9628.                                    9/24

------------

BELLEVILLE. Sanctuary seats 225.  
Classrooms, fellowship hall, kitchen,
offices. 9,400 SF.  $399,000. Motivated 
seller.  (734) 604-6222                                10/15

------------

’03 NAVIGATOR. Loaded, moon roof, 
tow package. Less than 50,000 miles. 
$7,500.  Call (734) 697-9536.            9/10

------------
RARE CLASSSIC 1988 Buick Reatta.  
111K, 3800 V6, auto, good condition, 
no rust, cold AC, leather, loaded. $4,500 
OBO.  (734) 272-2412.                            9/10

------------

CHURCH FOR SALE

VEHICLE FOR SALE

------------
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS 
for the homeless.  Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                                     TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600                                      TFN

------------
LARGE PRINT Reader’s Digest books.
(734) 697-2250.                    9/17

------------

YELLOW PELICAN kayak disappeared
on August 27 in Rawsonville area.
(734) 740-3603.                                   9/17

------------

BIKE found by Belleville Road & South 
Service Drive.  Call (734) 787-7653      9/10

------------

LOST

FOUND

------------
LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs too
LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL.
Residential Power Washing.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224                              TFN

------------
CARPET HEADQUARTERS.
Ins ta l la t ion-Repai rs -Res t re tching .
Fast-Friendly-Service. In business since 
1979.  Call Phil (734) 612-7570.        2/4/16

------------
DEPENDABLE LAWN SERVICE.
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL.
Lawn Cutting - Aerating - Mulch - Shrub
Trimming  - Brick Pavers - Power Raking
Sod & Seeding, (734) 587-2410 or
(734) 693-4712                                    9/24
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT
CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

HELP WANTED

Hiring Reliable &
Dedicated Bus Drivers 
for Van Buren Public 

Schools. Starting Pay: 
$11.50/hour. Training 

Available.
Call 734-699-5100

------------

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

FOR RENT

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

Belleville Manor 
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile north of I-94
Van Buren Estates 

734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 at the Rawsonville Exit

Mohawk 
734-513-4108

Joy Road between Middlebelt  
and Inkster

Visit our website for a list of homes for purchase or lease  
starting at $550

www.FranklinHomeSales.com

*WAC. Restrictions apply. No cash value.See a Franklin Homes associate for details. 

Celebrate Fall with 
a new home from 

Franklin!  
First month security deposit and rent 
waived when you purchase a Franklin 

Home. Up to a $1,065 value! Call one of 
our sales associates before September 30!*

Security Officer/Guard
Ypsilanti , MI

Multiple Openings!
Full Time Positions

$10.12 per hour

APPLY ONLINE TODAY!
usajobs.g4s.com

Search by Location: Ypsilanti

Or call 248-477-9714
EOE/AA-Minority/Female/Disabled/Veteran-DFWP

SAME QUALITY SERVICE AT GREAT PRICES!

BAI

Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm • Saturday  9am - 1pm

DISC BRAKE SPECIAL
PREMIUM PADS & ROTORS, INCLUDES 
LABOR, STARTING AT $225 OR LESS!

Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 10-31-15
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WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 10-31-15

PREMIUM

BATTERY SALE
Most Batteries in Stock!

$4999

BAI BAI
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 10-31-15

A/C
SPECIAL

$4499ALIGNMENT
SPECIAL Most

Cars

CLEAN, PLEASANT 3br/1bath Ranch.  
Basement half finished. Appliances.  
Large storage shed. Quick access to I-94 
& 275. No lawn maintenance. No pets. 
No smokers. Proof of income and credit 
check.  $850/$825.  (734) 699-2015      9/10

------------
SPACIOUS APARTMENT. Country
setting. Appliances, heat, water & electric 
included - washer & dryer.  No pets.  $700/
mo.  (734) 942-0995                     9/10

------------
HANNAN ROAD AREA-Romulus.
2 story, 1 ½ baths, basement,
garage. Good credit & employment. 
No pets, non-smoking home. $925/mo.
(734) 697-3264.                                        9/10

------------
TWO BEDROOM Apartment in 
City of Belleville.  Clean.  $600 + 
utilities.  Security Deposit required.
(734) 740-3233.                     9/10

------------
TWO BEDROOM duplex. Sherwood 
Road, Belleville. Phone (517) 403-5074  9/10

------------

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm. For appointment call
(734) 697-1800                       TFN

------------
PART-TIME on-site Maintenance.  Own 
tools required.  $12-$15/hour.  Prior ex-
perience desirable.  Inquires to:     Carrie 
Martin (734) 459-5440 or cmartin@herri-

man.net.                        9/17
------------

DIVERSIFIED Maintenance, LLC
seeking custodians/janitors. Full-time
available. Contact Matt at
(586) 899-8193 EOE            9/10

------------

James, Matilda Coleman 
of Sumpter celebrate
71 years of marriage
   James and Matilda E. Coleman of 
Sumpter Township celebrated their 71st 
wedding anniversary on Sept. 9.
   James said he took his wife to Chinese 
Garden on Washtenaw for dinner to begin 
the evening.
   The couple was married Sept. 9, 1944 at 
the base chapel in Corvallis, OR. He served 
in the Marine Corps during World War II.
   Coleman said his family has lived in 
Sumpter Township since 1935. He pursued 
a career in structural steel.

   Matilda just turned 92 and James is 91.
   The couple has three sons: Richard of 
Sumpter Township, William of Dexter, 
and Jimmy of Houston, TX. There were 
eight grandchildren and several great-
grandchildren.

James and Matilda Coleman
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Out of the 601 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police this week, the following are selected 
for this column.
Sunday, Aug. 30:
   0250 – operating while intoxicated, I-94 WB / 
Haggerty Rd.
   0807 – property damage accident, Tyler/Hannan
   0808 – larceny from auto, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0813 – suspicious situation, Sam’s Place
   0816 – agency assist, Sam’s Place
   0958 – unauthorized driving away of auto, S. 
Bellridge Dr.
   1303 – malicious destruction of property, Oak Ln.
   1319 – harassment call, Meadows Cir.
   1328 – assault & battery, WB I-94/Belleville
   1431 – assault & battery, Savage Rd.
   1503 – personal injury accident, Bog Rd.
   1634 – personal injury accident, Ecorse/Morton 
Taylor
   1804 – operating while intoxicated, WB I-94/I-275
   1829 – dumping complaint, McBride/Beck
   1857 – fraud, E. Archwood Dr.
   1858 – retail fraud, Belleville
   2055 – neighbor trouble, Parkwood Dr.
   2145 – noise complaint, Andover Dr.
   2335 – suspicious situation, Culver’s
   2335 – family trouble, Lake Villa Dr.
Monday, Aug. 31:
   0836 – code enforcement, Savage Rd.
   0851 – fraud, Sadie Ln.
   0927 – violation public health code/violation 
controlled substance act, Rawsonville Rd.
   0952 – larceny, Rawsonville Rd.
   1115 – private property incident, S. I-94 Service 
   1128 – private property accident, Belleville
   1344 – private property incident, Lighthouse Dr.
   1624 – malicious destruction of property, E. 
Archwood Dr.
   1707 – missing person, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   1800 – disturbance, Hannan Rd.
   1917 – mental, Belleville Rd.
   1934 – juvenile complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2012 – larceny, Belleville Rd./S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2113 – assault & battery, Belleville Rd.
   2336 – hold-up alarm, Marlowe Ave.
Tuesday, Sept. 1:
   0004 – assault & battery, Oak Ln.
   0111 – ATV/ORV complaint, Haggerty Rd.
   0338 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   0756 – larceny, Winding Pond Dr.
   0816 – larceny from auto, Sunset Pond Cir.
   1120 – abandoned auto, Michigan/Bypass
   1133 – code enforcement, E. Walden Dr.
   1144 – juvenile complaint, W. Archwood Dr.
   1257 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ W. Huron River Dr.
   1342 – assault & battery, Milton Dr.
   1353 – private property incident, Village Center 
Dr.
   1453 – assault & battery, Hamilton St.
   1701 – property damage accident, Ecorse/I-275
   1737 – malicious destruction of property, Haggerty 
Rd. / E. Huron River Dr.
   1757 – suicide or attempt, N. Ponderosa Trl.
   1927 – disorderly conduct, Belleville Rd.
   1947 – family trouble, Martz Rd.
   2240 – harassment call, Marina Dr.
   2302 – disturbance, S. Bellridge Dr.
Wednesday, Sept. 2:
   0051 – disturbance, Lighthouse Dr.
   0239 – retail fraud, Belleville
   0322 – assault & battery, Parkwood Dr.
   0513 – disturbance, Denton Rd.
   0604 – assault & battery, Parkside Dr.
   0707 – suspicious person, Jackson St.
   0758 – assault & battery, S. Haggerty/Van Born
   0836 – personal injury accident, Ecorse/Bypass
   1045 – harassment call, W. Archwood Dr.
   1353 – fraud, Rawsonville Rd.
   1406 – private property accident, Parkwood Dr.
   1531 – fraud, Park Estates
   1730 – larceny from auto, Hull Rd.
   1743 – property damage accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr./E. Archwood
   1917 – shots fired, Country Ln.
   2137 – suspicious vehicle, Beckley
   2209 – felony assault, Denton Rd.

   2218 – vehicle repossession, S. I-94 Service Dr.
Thursday, Sept. 3:
   1149 – private property accident, Belleville Rd.
   1156 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Ecorse Rd.
   1202 – assault & battery, Hannan Rd.
   1616 – harassment call, s. I-94 Service Dr.
   1621 – assault & battery, Gilmore  St.
   1649 – operating while intoxicated, Haggerty Rd.
   1654 – property damage accident, CVS
   1737 – assault & battery, Denton Rd.
   1833 – disturbance, Haggerty Rd.
   2008 – trespassing, Haggerty Rd.
   2020 – assault & battery, Southport Apartments
   2211 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
Friday, Sept. 4:
   0123 – assault & battery, Maple Dr.
   0257 – disturbance, Oak Ln.
   0418 – agency assist, Wayne/N-I94
   0637 – abandoned auto, Ecorse/Belleville
   0808 – private property accident, N. I-94 Service
   0828 – larceny, Village Green Ln.
   0838 – larceny, Belleville Rd.
   1029 – code enforcement, Borgman Ave.
   1458 – intimidation threat, Solitude Ln.
   1612 – property damage accident, Belleville / 
McDonald’s
   1654 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1910 – larceny, Pine Dr.
   1942 – neighbor trouble, Reedgrass Ln.
   2014 – property damage accident, Tyler/Parkwood
   2048 – ordinance violation, Chatsworth Dr.
   2108 – retail fraud, Belleville
   2155 – family trouble, McBride Ave.
   2201 – family trouble, Richards Run
   2220 – mental, Reedgrass Ln.
   2227 – disturbance, Culver’s
   2339 – suspicious situation, Sumpter Rd.
Saturday, Sept. 5:
   0009 – neighbor trouble, S. Bellridge Dr.
   0057 – juvenile complaint, Parkwood
   0212 – property damage accident, Haggerty Rd.
   0249 – intimidation threat, Peachtree
   0841 – larceny, Ecorse Rd.
   0847 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1200 – ATV/ORV complaint, Jackson St.
   1204 – trespassing, Park Estates
   1256 – assault & battery, Rawsonville Rd./W. Huron 
River Dr.
   1358 – larceny, Juniper Dr.
   1449 – malicious destruction of property, Oak Ln.
   1629 – private property accident, E. Walden Dr.
   1931 – assault & battery, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1937 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1953 – fight, Belleville Rd.
   1957 – dumping complaint, Martinsville Rd.
   2033 – suspicious person, Haggerty Rd.
   2151 – child abuse, Westlake
   2338 – trespassing, Vernon St.
Also on this week’s log are 113 traffic stops, 21 of 
which were on the I-94 and I-275 freeways.

Sunday, Aug. 30:
   0852 – assist fire dept., E. Columbia Ave.
   0918 – disorderly conduct, Sam’s Place
   1112 – animal complaint, Savage Rd.
   1341 – disorderly conduct, E. Huron River/Edison 
Lake
   1355 – disorderly conduct, Main St.
Monday, Aug. 31:
   0004 – motorist assist, Main St./Second St.
   1326 – fraud, S. Biggs
   2118 – suspicious situation, Belle Villa
   2218 – suspicious vehicle, Sumpter/Hull
   2356 – property damage accident, Savage Rd. / 
Victorian Ln.
Tuesday, Sept. 1:
   0501 – juvenile complaint, Menlo Park Dr.
   0608 – found property, Village Park
   0654 – malicious destruction of property, Carmell
   0949 – assist fire dept., Belle Villa Blvd.
   1229 – suspicious situation, Anaheim
   1731 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1940 – water leak found, Belle Villa Blvd.
   2117 – assault & battery, Loza Ln.
   2205 – noise complaint, Loza Ln.

   2208 – all other traffic, W. Davis St./South St.
   2314 – vehicle lockout, Carmell St.
   2318 – suspicious vehicle, Hillside Cemetery
Wednesday, Sept. 2:
   0111 – assist citizen, Main St.
   0129 – larceny, E. Thornhill Ct.
   1208 – private property accident, W. Columbia
   1605 – assist fire dept., N. Liberty St.
   1626 – agency assist, Carmell St.
   2013 – assist fire dept., Carmell St.
   2122 – suspicious situation, Carmell St.
   2304 – found property, Savage Rd./Victorian Ln.
Thursday, Sept. 3:
   0111 – agency assist, E. Huron River Dr.
   0123 – suspicious vehicle, Church St.
   0146 – intrusion alarm, Main St.
   0203 – suspicious situation, Chase Bank
   0219 – suspicious situation, Sumpter Rd.
   0529 – suspicious situation, Hayward’s
   0633 – intrusion alarm, Owen St.
   0922 – motorist assist, Main St./E. Huron River 
   1453 – follow up, Second St.
   1504 – trespassing, N. Liberty St.
   1941 – family trouble, San Carlos St.
Friday, Sept. 4:
   0851 – follow up, Anaheim
   1248 – parking complaint, Victorian Ln.
   1306 – assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
   1320 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1508 – hold-up alarm, Third St.
   1554 – welfare check, N. Edgemont/Potter Dr.
   1923 – assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr.
   1924 – assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr.
   2041 – fireworks, Bedell
   2131 – operating while intoxicated, Harbour Pointe
   2240 – sexual assault, W. Columbia Ave.
   2341 – suspicious situation, Sumpter Rd.
Saturday, Sept. 5:
   0047 – assist citizen, Sumpter/Industrial Park Dr.
   1315 – animal complaint, N. Edgemont Ave.
   1526 – civil matter, Main St.
   1959 – fight, Owen Intermediate School
   2027 – assault & battery, Carmell St.
   2253 – juvenile complaint, Victorian Ln.
Also on this week’s log are 60 traffic stops.

Sunday, Aug. 30:
   0832 – fire dept. assist, Pecan
   0837 – warrant pick up, Sumpter/Bemis
   0925 – death investigation, Nevada
   1141 – warrant pick up, out of township
   1147 – well-being check, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1358 – attempt warrant pick up, 25000 bl. Sumpter
   1412 – attempt warrant pick up, 23000 bl. Elwell
   1422 – attempt warrant pick up, 25000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1432 – attempt warrant pick up, 46000 bl. Willow
   1438 – warrant pick up, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1501 – attempt warrant pick up, 45000 bl. Judd
   1516 – attempt warrant pick up, 21000 bl. Prince
   1527 – attempt warrant pick up, Second St.
   1528 – attempt warrant pick up, First St.
   1529 – attempt warrant pick up, 46000 bl. Willis
   1545 – attempt warrant pick up, 48000 bl. Willis
   1556 – attempt warrant pick up, 49000 bl. Willis
   1602 – attempt warrant pick up, 50000 bl. Willis
   1616 – warrant pick up, 48000 Sully Dr.
   1736 – attempt warrant pick up, 23000 bl. Elwell
   1823 – warrant pick up, Virginia
   1952 – shots fired, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   2017 – citizen assist, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   2119 – family trouble, 45000 bl. Judd Rd.
   2250 – violation park rules, 24000 bl. Sherwood
Monday, Aug. 31:
   0718 – larceny, 20000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   1041 – missing person, 25000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1401 – neighbor dispute, 20000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   1441 – citizen assist, 45000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   1702 – fire dept. assist, 50000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1725 – personal injury accident, 40000 bl. Harris
   1824 – warrant pick up, out of township
   1934 – suspicious incident, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2021 – death investigation, 23000 bl. Karr Rd.
   2229 – fight, 23000 bl. Karr Rd.
Tuesday, Sept. 1:
   0048 – suspicious vehicle, 41000 bl. Willow Rd.
   0321 – odor investigation, Rawsonville/Willis
   0522 – alarm, 8500 bl. Rawsonville Rd.

   0604 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Oregon
   1104 – mental health commitment, 24000 bl. 
Sumpter Rd.
   1155 – fraud report, 26000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1249 – civil dispute, Second St.
   1330 – breaking & entering, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1458 – civil dispute, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1505 – neighbor dispute, 44000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1558 – warrant pick up, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1635 – civil dispute, 21000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   1746 – animal complaint, 40000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1812 – civil dispute, 45000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   1950 – fire dept. assist, 49000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2134 – citizen assist, 45000 bl. Wear Rd.
   2234 – alarm, 44000 bl. Willow Rd.
   2252 – suspicious incident, 23000 bl. Carleton West 
Rd.
   2348 – assist other agency, 19000 bl. Savage Rd.
Wednesday, Sept. 2:
   0708 – fire dept. assist, 29000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   0748 – alarm, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1541 – death investigation, 49000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1649 – alarm, 24000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2054 – civil dispute, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2057 – fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Sharon Ct.
   2239 – suspicious vehicle, 24000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2242 – found property, Wyoming
   2340 – 911 hang up, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
Thursday, Sept. 3:
   0009 – civil dispute, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0147 – civil dispute, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
   0723 – civil dispute, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1000 – trespassing complaint, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1228 – civil dispute, 21000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   1312 – warrant pick up, out of township
   1451 – civil dispute, 46000 bl. Claxton Dr.
   1511 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2048 – warrant pick up, Sumpter/Willis
Friday, Sept. 4:
   0118 – family trouble, Maple
   0838 – well-being check, Greenmeadow
   1058 – larceny, 39000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1115 – malicious destruction of property, 27000 bl. 
Karr Rd.
   1225 – fire dept. assist, Delaware
   1422 – civil dispute, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1809 – malicious destruction of property, 50000 bl. 
Willow Rd.
   1903 – citizen assist, Rawsonville/Bemis
   2215 – suspicious incident, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2235 – suspicious incident, 25000 bl. Clark Rd.
   2257 – suspicious vehicle, 28000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
Saturday, Sept. 5:
   0304 – alarm, 24000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1201 – well-being check, Texas
   1341 – noise complaint, 48000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1558 – threats complaint, 44000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1614 – reckless driver, Rawsonville/Bemis
   1713 – citizen assist, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1808 – citizen assist, 45000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1931 – citizen assist, 21000 bl. Karr Rd.
   2003 – fire dept. assist, Redwood
   2253 – warrant pick up, 25000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2301 – operating while intoxicated arrest, Bemis 
/ Savage
Also on this week’s log are 21 follow-up investigations, 
26 miscellaneous details, 144 patrol checks, and 60 
traffic stops.

Correction:
Driver of pick-up truck 
innocent until proven 
guilty in court of law
   On page 15 of the Sept. 3 issue of the Independent, 
we wrote about the pick-up truck that hit a jogger 
and kept on going.
   Later the unnamed driver did turn himself in. He 
was detained for 12 hours and then was released 
pending the results of toxicology tests by the 
Michigan State Police lab, which probably will take 
months.
   We stated the actual call to police to assist the fire 
department on an accident call turned into “arresting 
someone operating under the influence of drugs.”
   We regret that statement since the unnamed driver 
should be presumed innocent until proven guilty in 
a court of law.

-- Rosemary K. Otzman, editor
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BREAKFAST SPECIALS

MONDAY - FRIDAY
6am - 11am

Starting at only $2.49

Hours:
Monday - Saturday  6am – 10pm

 Sunday  7am – 9pm

734-697-1000
9624 Belleville Rd.

Belleville, MI

www.leosconeyisland.com With Beverage Purchase
No Coupon Needed!

$200

OFF
Your Entire Bill

of $20 or More
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

10%
OFF

Your Entire Bill
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

D A I L Y  D I N N E R  S P E C I A L S     
SUNDAY -- TURKEY DINNER
MONDAY -- GERMAN CHICKEN WITH
                     POTATOES & SAUERKRAUT
TUESDAY -- GRILLED PORK CHOP DINNER
WEDNESDAY -- ITALIAN NIGHT
THURSDAY -- LIVER & ONIONS
FRIDAY -- FISH NIGHT
SATURDAY -- CHEF’S CHOICE

SUMMERTIME AT LEO’S

PULLED PORK DINNER -- $899

HALF BAKED CHICKEN -- $1099

CATFISH DINNER -- $999

BABY BACK RIBS -- FULL $1799

      HALF $1399

         COMES WITH A CHOICE OF 3:
 CORN ON THE COB  PASTA SALAD 
 BAKED BEANS   MAC & CHEESE
 POTATO   COLESLAW

Join us on September 11 
and 10% of all proceeds all 
day will go to the Van Buren 
Township Fire Department in 
honor of all first responders!

UNTIL
9 P.M.

(734) 461-1111

willisfeed@att.net

•  Garden Seed  •  Lawn Seed •  Lawn Care Products 
•  Dog and Cat Food •  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Pond Products   •  Hay and Straw
•  Poultry Food   •  Horse and Livestock Feed

LIKE US ON

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

HOURS:
MON-FRI 9AM-6PM  •  SAT 9AM-5PM

SUN 12PM-4PM

Certified Organic Feeds
At

The Willis Feed Mill

10200 Railroad St.
Willis  48191
(South end of Meridian St.,
Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

FALL MUMS
$5.95 Each or 5 for $25

MULTI-COLORED ROSES
$15.99 DOZEN

FALL CEMETERY CONES

HANGING BASKETS
$5 Each!

All Credit Cards Accepted.
Open: M-F 9-6, Saturday 9-4
www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

CASH &
CARRY

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse 

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!
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Greenhouse & Florist
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Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

 

 

Email us at miflower@sbcglobal.net
www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

Shop at Your  
Local Certified  

Floral Designers! 
Large selection of Fresh Flowers

BEAUTIFUL
MICHIGAN GLADS

10 STEM BUNCH ONLY
$3.99

ALL PERENNIALS Half Off!

GARDEN FANTASY
10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!www.gardenfantasyflorist.com
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GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand
Opening!

$5.00 Off Fresh Flower Purchase 
of $25 or more! (Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!
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New Store Hours!
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8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
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Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111          (734) 699-7370

Greenhouse

HOLLOW'S LANDSCAPE SUPPLY

Visit us at:  www.HollowsLandscapeSupply.com
6280 Rawsonville Rd.     (734) 482-SAND (7263)

WE DELIVER!

PRESENT THIS COUPON FOR

5% OFF OUR LANDSCAPE PRODUCTS
HOLLOW LANDSCAPE SUPPLY COUPON. EXPIRES OCTOBER 30, 2015

The Q Special Events & Auction 
House will be holding a public auction on 
Saturday, Sept. 12 with a preview at 6:30 
p.m. for the 7 p.m. start. They’re located at 
879 Sumpter Road.

***
Doug Dalton Auctioneer of Belleville 

will be holding his first Estate Antique 
Auction of the fall season this Friday, 
Sept. 11, at 5 and 6 p.m. at the Romulus 
Progressive Hall at 11580 Ozga Road in 
Romulus. There will be an auction featuring 
just fishing items, musical instruments and 
items, and furniture collections. China, 
vintage toys. See his ad in today’s paper 
and go to his web site for lots of photos and 
descriptions www.dougdaltonauctioneer.
com

***

To honor first responders on Sept. 11, 
Leo’s Coney Island on Belleville Road 
will be donating 10% of their sales all 
day to the Van Buren Township Fire 
Department.

***
J & M Towing at 8964 Inkster Road 

in Romulus will be holding a heavy 
equipment auction featuring heavy duty 
trucks, boats, trailers, tools and much more 
this Sunday, Sept. 13, beginning at 11 a.m. 
Rollo Juckette and Brad Neuhart are the 
auctioneers. For photos and descriptions 
visit www. rolloandbrad.com.

***
Franklin Homes Communities 

Belleville Manor and Van Buren Estates 
are offering first month security deposit and 
rent waived when you purchase a Franklin 
Home. It’s a $1,065 value and offer ends 
Sept. 30. Visit www.franklinhomesales for 
a list of homes for purchase or lease starting 
at $550 per month. Call (734) 699-7700.

***
Rob’s Garage Door Repair is a family 

owned and operated company serving 
the Belleville tri-community since 1978. 
Now’s the time to get your repairs done 
before the weather turns cold. Call owner 
Robert VanDivier at (734) 301-5959.

***
Fall Mums have arrived at Garden 

Fantasy Greenhouse on Haggerty Road. 
They’re $5.95 each and 5 for $25. GF 
also has fall cemetery cones available 
and a summer clearance sale of hanging 
baskets for $5 each. They’re open Monday 
through Friday, from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. and 
Saturdays, from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.  Call (734) 
699-7370.

***
The Belleville Area Chamber of 

Commerce is looking for items that can 
be used in the silent auction for the awards 
dinner on Sept. 25. This year’s awards 
dinner, comedy night and auction will be 
held at Angel Food Catering. Tickets 
are $50 per person, and that includes a 
3-course buffet, beverages, beer and wine. 
The event will also hand out this year’s 
chamber winners:  Beverly E. Neal -Ted 
Kuckleman Award, Roy Acho - Leona 
Van Buhler Award, and Egan’s Pub as 
Business of the Year. Congratulations!

***
Van Buren Township’s Public Safety 

Day is coming up Sept. 19, from 10 a.m. 
to 2 p.m. next to the Walgreen’s parking 
lot on Belleville Road. Activities include a 
meet and greet with members of the VBT 
police and fire departments, VBT Dive 
Team, the Fire Safety Trailer, face painting, 
Child ID kits, kids’ fingerprinting, and 
more. Food and refreshments will also be 
available. See their flyer insert in today’s 
paper for all the details.

***
   Do you have a business item you would 
like to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych 
with your suggestion at 734-699-9020. 
There is no charge to be in this column.

City-wide yard sales Sat., Sun.
Sumpter Fire Dept. Chicken Broil, Sun.
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Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to Dealer.  May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

USED CAR SPECIAL

2016 FUSION SE
24 month lease for

$119/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $1,750
+ 0% FOR 72 MONTHS.

BUY AS LOW AS $20,511.

2016 ESCAPE SE
24 month lease for

$124/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $3,000. BUY AS LOW AS $20,677.

2015 FOCUS SE
24 month lease for

$98/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $3,000. BUY AS LOW AS $15,789.

2015 EDGE 
SEL AWD

with Leather. 24 month lease for

$240/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $2,500.

BUY AS LOW AS $31,501.

2014 EXPLORER
LIMITED
Leather, Moonroof.

$27,995

New 
DETAIL SHOP
NOW OPEN!

AT  ATCHINSON FORD!
2015 FOCUS SE

Heated Seats. 24 month lease for

$99/MO.*
UP TO $3,250 IN REBATES.
BUY AS LOW AS $16,043

2015 F-150
SUPERCAB XLT

4x4, V8, Sport Pkg.
24 month lease for

$221/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $6,000.

BUY AS LOW AS $33,287.


