
 Postal Regulations Require
This Space On The Front Page.

PRESORTED

STANDARD
US Postage Paid

Belleville, MI
48111

Permit No. 26

(continued on page 13)

Vol. 28.11   Thursday, March 17, 2022 

Official Newspaper of Record for the City of Belleville
& the Charter Township of Van Buren
152 Main St., Suite 9, Belleville, MI 48111 • (734) 699-9020
www.bellevilleareaindependent.com • mail@bellevilleareaindependent.com

(continued on page 15)

The Belleville High School boys’ basketball team defeated Lincoln-Ypsilanti, 49-40, to win the Michigan High School Athletic 
Association District Championship on Friday. On Monday, the team beat Skyline, 50-47 in overtime in the Regional Semi-Final. The 
team was scheduled to play Romulus for the Regional title at 7 p.m. Wednesday, March 16, in Novi.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   A school lockdown probably should 
have been done when a gun was seen at 
Belleville High School on Monday, March 
7, School Supt. Pete Kudlak reported at 
Monday’s meeting of the Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education.
   He said the day after the incident, there 
was a debriefing when Belleville Police 
Chief Dave Robinson and School Resource 
Officer Sgt. Kris Faull sat down with Supt. 
Kudlak to discuss what happened.
   He said lockdowns were addressed 
although the police said the school took 

Kudlak gives debriefing on BHS gun incident
care of the situation well and they had a 
safe diffusion of the incident.
   He said he was told after the student was 
out of the building, a lockdown would have 
provided a safe place inside for students.
   Kudlak started his presentation with 
a detailed account of what happened on 
March 7. He said the 15-year-old student 
was not coming to school from home and 
he had contacted his brother to bring him 
clothes. He was changing his clothes in the 
restroom and another student thought he 
saw a gun fall onto the floor.
   That student reported what he thought 
he saw to administration and the hallway 
by the cafeteria, where the restroom was, 
was shut off. He said a member of the 
BHS administration went to the door of the 
bathroom and called in, asking if anyone 
was in there. The student replied and gave 
his name when asked.
   The student was told they wanted to 

talk to him when he came out. When he 
came out they took him across the hall to 
the school store and opened up his case. 
Then they asked to open his backpack and 
the teen started to get confrontational and 
asked to call his mother.
   Kudlak said Sgt. Faull came into the room 
and then went into the bathroom looking 
for the gun and then she came out and went 
to talk to the other student. He said when 
the teen saw the officer leave, that’s when 
he asked to call his mother.
   Kudlak said the administration had 
previous relations with the kid and the kid 
wanted to leave. They took him to the office 
and he walked out the front door. They felt 
it was better if he was out of the building. 
Police were notified and they found him 
in a neighborhood yard. He said it was 10 
minutes between the time he was found 
and when he walked out of the building.

Library to set 
millage for 
August ballot

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   A 0.6864-mill question will be put on the 
August primary ballot to replace the millage 
that expired last year for the Belleville 
Area District Library’s operation.
   This is what was left of the 0.7 millage 
for 12 years approved in 2010 for operating 
of the district library while it was still in 
the old building. The Headlee rollback has 
reduced it to the 0.06864-mill figure and 
the final millage amount requested will 
depend on Headlee figures and could be 
less.
   The millage expired in 2021, but the 
library board decided not to pay for a special 
election for this single question. Board 
members said they wanted the highest 
number of voters possible to vote on their 
millage and chose the August primary. If 
voters fail to approve the millage – which 
is about half of its operating budget – the 
board will place it on the November ballot, 
after explaining its needer.
   Taxpayers also approved in 2014 an 
average of 0.96 mill for 20 years for 
construction of the new library and 0.75 
mill in 2017 for operation of the new 
library.
   At the March 8 meeting of the District 
Library Board, board finance director 
Tonya Stoudemire said after the ballot in 
August for 15 years, that millage will be 
aligned with the other millage that expires 
in 2036.
   She said the official ballot language has 
to be approved and turned in to the county 
by May.
   Board chairman Sharon Peters said the  
original operating millage that was voted in 
2016 that came with the new building will 
have to go back to the public for renewal.
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Amenities 
• 100% Smoke free campus 
• Individual heating & cooling 
• Emergency in-unit pull cords 

•      Subsidized rent 
•      On-site laundry 
•      Transportation available 

 

    www.csi.coop         (800) 593-3052            TDD (800) 348-7011 

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 
 

For more information call: 
734-699-8676 

M-W-F    9am-Noon 

Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors 

BELLEVILLE CO-OP 
For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide  

the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 

MAN CAVE DECOR & COLLECTIBLES!

668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111

Tuesday - Saturday
12 Noon to 5 PM

Private
Sale

Cash or
local checks

Sports
Memorabilia

Tools and
Collectibles

Boating
Accessories

Hunting Gear
Guns, Bows

Knives
Fishing Poles

Fishing Lures
Lionel Trains

(734) 699- 4438

Over 1,000 frames to choose from
Which one is you?

FIND

YOUR

STYLE

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

Over 1,000 frames to choose from
Which one is you?

FIND

YOUR

STYLE

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

Over 1,000 frames to choose from
Which one is you?

FIND

YOUR

STYLE

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products
•  Hay and Straw  •  Poultry Food
•  Horse and Livestock Feed

Hours:
Mon-Fri 9aM-6pM  •  sat 9aM-5pM

sun 10aM-4pM

Like Us On

Willis Feed Mill
Nutritiously Sound

Quality Pet/Animal Food

Serving Belleville & SoutheaSt Michigan!

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 Michigan ave. – canton

Roofing • Siding • Flat Roofs
Free estimates!  • Licensed & insured

call (734) 397-8122

OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Building
Material Prices are soaring!

•  act now to receive 2021 Pricing on complete 
    roof and siding installation thru 4/30/22.
•  receive certainteed 4-star Warranty on Full
    roof replacements.

ask how to get Your Free
$250 cabelas gift card!

we have covid testing and all covid vaccines available
Transfer 3 or More 

PrescriPTions To 
Truewellness

and GeT a
$25 BP GIFT 

CARD!*

$25

Limited time OnLy.

Good for fuel or 
ConvenienCe Store.

*SOme excLuSiOnS AppLy FOr 
medicAre And medicAid pAtientS. 

See StOre FOr detAiLS.

we accePt all insURance Plans and aUto claiMs
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Independent photos by Rosemary K. Otzman
City Clerk Briana Hootman, right, swears in the whole Belleville Planning Commission in one fell swoop on March 10 after they all were reappointed (with one a new appointment) 
by the mayor and approved by the council on March 7. All of the terms had lapsed for the current board. From left are Mike Renaud, new appointee Tom Fielder, Randy Priest, 
Michael Hawkins, John Juriga, and Becky Hasen. Matthew Wagner was absent and needs to be sworn in.

Veterinarian Heather Jones, left, and 
her husband Joe Krulack of Van Buren 
Township were given approval by the City 
of Belleville Planning Commission for 
their plans for 500 E. Huron River Dr.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   A veterinarian hospital that specializes 
in exotic animals and a dance studio will 
be able to share the building at 500 E. 
Huron River Dr. in the City of Belleville 
after action by the Belleville Planning 
Commission at its March 10 meeting.
   Rick Rutherford, the DPW director 
who also handles building and planning, 
asked the commission to consider this 
land-use request so everyone will know 
the use was officially approved by 
the planning commission. He said the 
planning consultants said the vet should 
be considered medical and that there are 
no provisions anywhere in the ordinances 
for a vet clinic. Rutherford said it could 
be considered professional services with a 
medical service to it.
   “There is no definition of ‘vet’ at all in our 
ordinances,” said Commission chairman 
Michael Hawkins.
   “We have a veterinarian clinic in 
Davenport Plaza,” said Commissioner 
John Juriga. “How did that happen?”
   “That goes with the second item on the 
agenda [Creation of Ordinance Review 
Subcommittee],” Chairman Hawkins said, 
adding he does not wish to hold up the 
procedure on the land-use item.
   Architect Wayde Hoppe of Van Buren 
Township was present to show the drawing 
of the proposed use of the building, but 
Hawkins said this is not a site plan approval 
and that isn’t needed now.
   Hoppe did say, as architect for Davenport 
Plaza, he has no information on how the 
veterinarian’s clinic there got approved.
   The two-story building at 500 E. Huron 
River Dr., across from David C. Brown 
Funeral Home, is the former Katherine 
Rose flower shop built for $1.5 million in 
2003 by Davenport Brothers. It has been 
vacant for a long time.
   Commissioner Juriga said owner Jay 

Belleville planners OK animal hospital/dance studio
Hartford wanted to give it to the library 
at one point for the library’s remote 
location, but that wasn’t possible because 
the satellite library had to be in Sumpter 
according to the district library agreement.
   Commissioner Juriga said Hartford 
also tried to give it to the museum, but 
that transition fell through, which was 
confirmed by Commissioner Tom Fielder.
   City Manager/Police Chief Dave 
Robinson said he looked at the building 
for a new city hall, but the lack of enough 
parking was a problem.
   David C. Brown, who was present for the 
meeting, bought the property in 2016 and 
is the present owner with his wife Martha. 
The funeral home used the flower shop 
building for its services from 2012 to 2014 
after a fire and lengthy rebuilding kept 
them from the funeral home.
   Also present at the commission meeting 
was RE-MAX real estate agent Glenn 
Silvenis, former mayor of Belleville.
   Veterinarian Heather Jones and her 
husband Joe Krulack of Van Buren 
Township attended the meeting and Dr. 
Jones explained she operated Animal 
Friends Veterinarian Hospital near the 
corner of Cherry Hill and Canton Center 
Road in Canton Township and needed 
extra space for surgery. She said she and 
her husband have lived in Van Buren 
Township for 18 years.
   Dr. Jones said she does four to five 
surgeries a day and specializes in exotic 
animals, such as rabbits, rodents, reptiles, 
guinea pigs, and birds, but “no lions or 
tigers,” and then jokingly referred to the 
Belleville High School Tigers.
   She said she plans to have a dance studio 
annexed to her business. She said a dance 
teacher her family used lost her studio 
through the COVID years and she plans to 
have this teacher run the studio.
   Hoppe said the north half of the building 
would be a veterinarian hospital during the 

day and the south half would be a dance 
school in the evening. He said the dance 
class would be a professional service. They 
would have professional / administrative 
uses.
   Commissioner Juriga asked if they 
would be using the upstairs for anything, 
since there is so much space. Hoppe said 
that presently is planned for utilities and 
storage.
   Commissioner Randy Priest, who lives 
across the street from the location, asked if 
she would have a green area outside for the 
pets to “do their duty”?
   “Dog crap on the sidewalk is 
unacceptable,” Commissioner Priest said.
   Dr. Jones said the animals will be on 
anesthetics and drugs and wouldn’t be 
outside. She said the building, built as a 
flower shop, has a lot of drainage and she’s 
sure they can work it out in a clean way. 
She suggested she might even put in a 
green space outside for this.
   “I would like to see your whole business 
move to Belleville,” Juriga said.
   The commission then voted unanimously 
to approve the use.
   Commissioner Becky Hasen, who 
seconded the motion for approval, said Dr. 
Jones is her vet and Jones is a wonderful 
veterinarian. She said Commissioner 
Juriga also takes his cat to her.
   Dr. Jones thanked the planning 
commission for their action and said a lot 
of things have to fall into place before this 
becomes a reality.
   In other business at the March 10 meeting, 
the commission:
   • Stood to all be sworn in at once, 
since the city council had approved their 
mayoral appointments on March 7. All of 
their appointments had expired, except 
for one brand-new member, former mayor 
and councilman Tom Fielder. Since 
Henry Kurczewski resigned at the last 
meeting, there still is one vacancy on the 

commission;
   • Created a subcommittee to review the 
city ordinances with Rutherford which 
is made up of chairman Hawkins, Becky 
Hasen, and Mike Renaud. Hawkins said 
they will do fact-finding and Renaud 
noted this is a large undertaking and will 
take a while to complete. Ideas from other 
planning commissioners and people in the 
community for ordinance items that need 
attention can be sent to Rutherford, who 
will provide them to the committee; and
   • Heard Commissioner Hasen say she 
would like the minutes of the Dec. 9 
meeting to be amended to reflect what she 
asked to be on the record: her question 
about curb cuts at the Moving the Mitten 
building. Assistant City Manager Tim 
McLean said he would amend the minutes 
and Hawkins said the amended minutes can 
be approved at the next meeting, expected 
to be at 7 p.m. April 14.

To build a better world,
start in your own community
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Editorial

Sunshine Week: 
Open government 
is good government
   This is Sunshine Week in Michigan that 
celebrates openness in government.
   In the tri-community, most of the elected 
officials try to keep their deliberations 
open to the public, but sometimes there are 
lapses. In this age of digital communications 
it is obvious to observers that issues have 
already been discussed by email or text 
message so things need no discussion in 
public.
   In Belleville, the new city manager, who 
is also police chief, wants to follow the 
rules and is available whenever needed to 
give information to the public or the press. 
Last week he had several 16-hour days in a 
row taking care of business. He continues 
to build trust in the city.
   In Van Buren Township there’s a lot going 
on and a lot of people involved, but when 
we ask questions, we get answers. That’s 
appreciated. The school district is the same: 
Questions get answers, but you have to 
know the right questions to ask. The district 
library is an open book.
   Sumpter Township struggles to keep 
government open, but a lot is going on 
behind the scenes. Keystone Academy 
requires the press to go through National 
Heritage Academies in Grand Rapids with 
questions, which is awkward.
   The Independent is working to keep 
close watch on them all and report what’s 
happening to readers. We appreciate the 
verbal support given to our paper as well as 
the donations that continue to arrive.

   Robert Hampton of Third Street in the 
City of Belleville turned 97 years old 
on Saturday, March 12. Happy belated 
birthday. At one point he told me he goes 
across Third Street from his home to pick up 
his Independent at Beaumont Clinic.
   I’ve enjoyed knowing him over the years 
as one of our faithful readers and I especially 
am fond of his house. When I was in middle 
school across the street (before the A&P and 
the medical clinic) one of my best friends 
was Muriel Kinlaw. She lived in that house 
and I would stay there for sleepovers. We 
had a great time. I remember when she was 
staying overnight at my house out in the 
country in Van Buren Township, we were 
talking to each other in Latin. When we 
were in school in the olden days, children 
learned Latin, I think in fourth grade. 
Knowing the basics of Latin has helped me 
decipher words all my life.
   I lost track of Muriel over the years. She 
moved to Algonac before we were promoted 
to the high school and then later she went 
into the military. One of the reasons I liked 
her was because she was so smart and funny.

***
   I was surprised to learn that Earth Hour 
is observed around the world at 8:30 p.m. 
local time on the last Saturday in March, 
which is March 26 this year. It was started 
in 2007 by the World Wildlife Fund.
   At 8:30 p.m., you turn off your lights for 
an hour. They say it’s really interesting to 
see the lights off at famous buildings all 
across Europe. I lead a sheltered life, I 
guess, because I never had heard of it until 
I saw the announcement sent to us online.
   The Lake Erie Metropark is holding an 
“Earth Hour Astronomy” session that 
night from 8 to 10 p.m. They suggest you 

celebrate the beginning of spring and Earth 
Hour with their astronomy program when 
the lights are out around the world.
  The Metropark program will have an 
indoor session on light pollution and 
telescopes and then they’ll go outdoors for 
stargazing. They will also warm up around 
the fire while making S’mores.
  The program is for those 10 years of age 
and up and children must be accompanied 
by a registered adult. Cost is $5 per child 
and $5 per adult. Pre-registration is required 
by 4 p.m. three days before the program. 
See metroparks.com to sign up or call (810)-
227-2757 for information.

***
   WM, the new name for Waste Management, 
has a report on You Tube from its CEO Jim 
Fish, who explains they changed their name 
last month because they are much more than 
a landfill now. He said they have a “circular 
process,” which includes capturing the 
natural gas from the landfills and using it to 
power their trucks -- and then it goes around 
again. This natural gas powers 50% of their 
trucks across the country, he said.
   He said the WM employees who pick up 
the streetside recycling bins wear uniforms 
made from the material being picked up and 
recycled and roadside bins are being made 
from the plastics recycled. Sounds pretty 
impressive.

***
   WM also announced it has started digging 
the new cell for its expanded landfill north 
of Ecorse and will be transporting the soil 

up Hannan Road to another WM site north 
of Van Born for the next four to five months. 
Lots of truck traffic.
   Add that to the trucks coming from the 
temporary cement batch plant at the corner 
of I-275 and Ecorse Road to help with the 
upgrades to I-275 until the end of next year. 
That section of Van Buren Township is 
going to be very, very busy.

***
   At a special meeting on 
March 9, the Belleville 
DDA was discussing 
some proposed projects 
for this year and the 
issue of electrical power 
for Fourth Street Square 
and Fourth Street Place 
came up.
   The electrical power for Fourth Street 
Square doesn’t work and DDA member 
Jennifer Winter of Egan’s Pub said when 
there is an event on the square they have to 
plug into the pub’s electricity. There isn’t 
any electricity to plug into at the new Fourth 
Street Place, but there are underground 
conduits waiting for wiring.
   Mayor Conley said the electric cabinet 
at Horizon Park makes her crazy because 
it looks horrible. It appears the DDA may 
have electrical service on the list at least for 
both sides of Main Street at Fourth this year 
– and possibly at the horrible cabinet.

***
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Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

“Genius without education is like silver 
in the mine.”

– Benjamin Franklin

Letters

Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.

•   Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements
•   Payroll Services
•   Business and Personal Tax Returns
•   Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation
•   Quickbooks Training and Support

Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals

152 Main Street
(in The Professional Building)

Belleville, MI 48111

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA Gayl Parr, CPA

All major credit cards accepted

Criss, Wilmarth & Parr
Certified Public Accountants

Visit our website
www.bellevilletaxservices.com
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A+ Rating with
Your Heating & Cooling FamilY

For Free Estimates, Call

(313) 381-2800
20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 37 YEARS!

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

36888 Huron River Dr.
New Boston, MI 48164
734-753-3173

Dearborn branD
Spiral Ham – $4.99 lb.

Classic Ham – $3.99 lb.
Fresh In-House Made Fresh Kielbasa.
PlaCe an orDer ToDay!

eaSTer IS aPrIl 17TH!

Used book donations 
needed for book sale
To the editor:
   Used book donations are needed for 
the coming Friends of the Belleville Area 
District Library Book Sale on May 6 and 
7, noon-3 p.m. Pre-sale for members only 
will take place 11 a.m. – noon both days.
   Memberships may be obtained at the 
library, at the door on the days of the sale, 
or on-line at www.belleville.lib.mi.us .
   Gently used adult, teen, and children’s 
books are appreciated in hardcover and 
paperback. Fiction and non-fiction in all 
genres, including textbooks, are welcome.  
Also wanted are DVDs CDs, Blu-Rays and 
audio books. All donations should be in 
good condition. 
   Not accepted are encyclopedias, VHS 
video tapes, or Reader’s Digest condensed 
books. 
   There is a limit of two boxes of donations 
per library visit. The deadline for book sale 
donations is April 30. A donation receipt 
may be obtained at the library circulation 
desk.
   The Friends appreciate your donations 
to help raise funds for the summer reading 
programs, Homegrown Knowledge 
speaker series, Harvest Fest, and other 
library activities.

Elaine Gutierrez
Friends of Belleville Area District Library

Music Lakeside needs 
helpers for concerts
To the editor:
   Do you enjoy the summer Music 
Lakeside programs each Thursday evening 
throughout June, July and August? The 
Belleville Council for the Arts (BACA) is 
still planning on returning this summer, but 
still needs help with stage set-up and take-
down.  
   We have a great line-up that is almost 
complete. Some of your favorites will be 
returning, like the Dave Hamilton Band, 
Brother Crow, and Tequila Mockingbird, 
along with some new groups to fill out  the 
summer line-up.  
   It only takes an hour or so of your time 
to help out and keep this program going. If 
you can help out even one evening, please 
contact us at musiclakeside48111@gmail.
com .

Cheryl Wagner
Corresponding Secretary
Belleville Area Council for the Arts

Looking for classmates 
for BHS Class of ‘71
To the editor:
   We are looking for classmates!
   BHS Class of 1971 50th class reunion 
is May 14, 2022, at the Detroit-Livonia 
Marriott, 17100 North Laurel Park Dr., 
Livonia, MI.
   Contact Elaine Yocum at yocume@
yahoo.com or 39878  Crosswinds, Novi, 
MI  48375, or call (734) 635-1208.

Karen Mida
Belleville

CVS in VBT: Nice folk 
in our community
To the editor:
   I just now returned from CVS, our 24-
hour drug store, here in Belleville (service 
drive of I-94). I had occasion to speak with 
a pharmacist named Abdul (pronounced 
Abdulo’), a man who reaffirmed my faith 
in humanity. 
   We were chatting as I checked out, and I 
asked Abdul if he was new to working the 
late-night shift, as I had several talks with 
the person he was temporarily filling in for. 
I mentioned how I had surprised his fellow 
worker, when I had informed this man 
during chatting that it was highly likely that 
the moon (yes, OUR moon) is hollow. One 
thing led to another, and Abdul asked me: 
Whom it was that I believed had placed our 
moon where it is?
   I gave him my standard hypothesis: “The 
moon is used as a staging ground for extra-
terrestrials from other planets.”
   I couldn’t resist asking him: “Whom do 
you think it was that placed it there?”
   He didn’t hesitate: “God.”
   I shook my head in agreement, and left 
to drive home, my faith in the wisdom of 
God’s work in creating humanity, fully 
restored.
   To the manager of CVS: you’ve got 
my business exclusively from here on in. 
Thank you for hiring such nice people!

William Wilson
Sumpter Township

President Biden 
shouldn’t be so modest
Mr. President,
   Your list of accomplishments is nothing 
short of amazing. In just one short year: 
stopping energy production, open borders, 
we all remember the withdrawal from 
Afghanistan with the 13 military killed, 
inflation 7.9%, gas $7 in California. You 
always seem to give credit to someone else 
for your accomplishments.
  Mr. President, don’t be so modest.

Mickey Widener
Van Buren Township
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Licensed & Insured
       Honest & Reliable

Free Estimates
   Service & Repair
       Drain Cleaning
          Gas Lines & More

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Plumbing

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

“Real Estate with Real Service”

Broker

Multi Million
Dollar Club

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass

Motorcycle
& Watercraft

734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

James Chudzinski - Owner
Kevin Schewe - Manager
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

See
us
on TRAINED

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

adoptions BY appointMEnt, MondaY – satURdaY 
11 a.M. – 3 p.M.   call 734-461-9458

Adoptions By
Appointment.

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL  INDUSTRIAL 
Residential Moving and Maintenance services 

Website: www.blmoving.com 
Email: blservices1990@gmail.com 

A Division of  
C&C Management 
Services, LLC 

 

P.O. Box 243 
Belleville, MI 48112 

Phone: 734-772-4964 

 
•   Handyman Services
•   Moving Services Available
•   Hot Water Tanks & Furnaces
•   Plumbing Services
•   Spring Clean Up Bulk Trash Removal Services
•   Brick Patios Design & Installs

We’re AIr CONDITIONING speCIAlIsTs!
•  Auto  •  Home  •  Life

•  Renters  • Commercial
Get Started Online In Minutes @
www.clementinsurancellc.net

Clement Insurance
354 Main Street

Belleville

SERVING THE BELLEVILLE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Saundra Hightower
Licensed Agent

Call or Text
(734) 699-1300

APRIL EVENTS

Our Daily SpecialS
Tuesday: $3.50 Fish Tacos, $4 Shrimp Tacos, $3 Beef Tacos w/Purchase 
                of Beverage. ALL DAY
Wednesday: AYCE Fish Fry, 4pm-8pm
Thursday: 20% Off All Pastas. ALL DAY
Friday: Full Rack Ribs $19.99. Half Rack Ribs $15.99 (4pm – Close)
saTurday: AYCE Shrimp w/One Side: $19.99. Add (5) Coco Shrimp $5.
                  Starts at 4pm.
sunday: $5 Build a Burger

OPEN
Tues. – Thurs.

11am–10pm

Fri. 11am–11pm

saTurday 
12noon–11pm

sunday 
12noon–10pm 734-697-2300

404 Main St., Belleville
www.theBayouGrill.com

Kitchen closes
1 hour Before
closing time.

Bring thiS aD in anD 
get 10% Off yOur Meal!

the Brian MccOSky ShOw
Singer/Musician/Guitarist

Saturday, april 2nd @ 6pm

Comedy Night
coming Sunday, april 10 @ 7:30pm

Announcement Soon...

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   After a lively discussion, the item called 
“Citizen Comments” that gives citizens a 
chance to address concerns about Belleville 
Downtown Development Authority agenda 
items before the DDA votes on them was 
moved back up to the beginning of the 
agenda.
   It had been moved to the end for the 
March 9 DDA special meeting.
   At the end of the meeting, Tom Fielder 
spoke up about the comments now being 
at the end of the meeting so citizens can’t 
comment on the actions proposed until 
after the decisions were made.
   Fielder is a retired Belleville High School 
civics teacher, former mayor and son of a 
late mayor, and city councilman, and was 
about to be sworn in as a new member of 
the planning commission.
   DDA chairwoman Alicia McGovern 
said with the comments at the beginning, 
members of the audience have taken over 
the meeting with their talking.
   She said other municipal bodies have 
their comments at the end and she wanted 
an orderly meeting. She asked him to refer 
to Robert’s Rules of Order and he replied 
Robert’s doesn’t mandate how they run 
their meeting.
   After the Independent joined with Fielder 
in saying people cannot participate in 
the meeting if they can’t talk until all the 
decisions are made, McGovern relented.
   She said she will move the comments 
back to the beginning and asked Fielder if 
he was satisfied.
   “You were going down the wrong path,” 
Fielder said.
   The special meeting was called to discuss 
the proposed DDA-City Maintenance 
Agreement being set up for the coming 
fiscal year. But it began with an audit 
presentation by Kelly Howey of Plante 
Moran who explained the audit performed 
on city funds by Alan C. Young and 

‘Citizens Comments’ for city DDA moved back to beginning of meeting
Associates. The audit got an Unmodified 
Opinion, which is the top rating. It also 
showed the DDA had enough money to 
enact the new Maintenance Agreement that 
would pay more money to the city.
   Tim McLean, deputy city manager 
and DDA Director, reported the current 
Maintenance Agreement has been in 
effect since 2017. Since then, the level of 
service that the City of Belleville provides 
to the DDA has not changed. However, 
the percentage of property tax revenue 
contributed from the DDA to the City to 
perform those services has decreased in 
each year of the agreement. Additionally, 
he said, the cost to perform those services 
has increased.
   To sustain current and enhanced service 
levels, the city has proposed the necessary 
increases to cover the costs of providing 

those services, McLean wrote in a memo. 
Accountant Kelly Howey has reviewed the 
proposed cost increases and has confirmed 
that these increases are necessary to 
maintain existing service levels, he said.
   City Manager/Police Chief Dave 

Robinson said he would have the updated 
agreement ready for a vote for the March 
16 regular DDA meeting.
   At the special meeting, the DDA also 
discussed proposed projects for 2022.

   March 12 – Bob Hampton
   March 15 – Raymond Deming
   March 18 – Walter Rochowiak
   March 20 – Jessica Darcy, Emily Hylton-
Spencer
   March 21 – Bruce Ross, Melissa Griffin, 
Donald Brown
   March 23 – Ace Lee
   March 26 – William Otzman

Do you have a birthday soon? Does someone 
you know have a birthday? Let us know and 
we will print the name as soon as possible. For 
more information, call (734) 699-9020.
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Higgerson & Neal
Funeral Home

Continuing A Belleville Tradition Since 1932

209 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

734-697-9400
Visit Us At www.HNFHOME.cOM

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager  •  Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.davidCbrownfh.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

Serving The CommuniTy For
over 38 yearS

Serving Belleville, SumpTer TownShip
& van Buren TownShip

Obituaries

CREMATION
$895.00 complete
NO Hidden Service Fees

(800) 331-5051
DUZAK Funeral & 

Cremation Center, Inc.
Southeast Michigan’s Lowest 

Cremation Cost Provider
Since 1977

www.duzakcremation.com

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST

             
                

               
         

WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST

    
     

    
     



   
   

       
  
    

  
    

 
   
   

    
    

  

  
    

Funeral Service with Burial
Service Charge ...................................... $4,990.00

Casket 5 colors made in U.S.A. ..... $1,495.00

Concrete Outer Burial Container  ...... $810.00

Register Book Package  ........................ $145.00

Total ............................................................ $7,440.00

Same Day Service  ................................ $6,945.00
       Monday – Friday

Funeral Service
with Cremation to Follow
Service Charge ...................................... $4,990.00

Ceremonial Rental Casket ................ $1,095.00

Register Book Package ........................ $145.00

Crematory  ................................................... $185.00

Cremation Authorization ........................ $75.00
       Washtenaw & Wayne Counties

Total ............................................................ $6,490.00

Same Day Service  ................................ $5,995.00
       Monday – Friday

Service Charges to include Basic Service of Funeral Director and Staff, Embalming, Other Preparation 
of Body, Visitation at Funeral Home or Other Facility, Funeral Service at Funeral Home or Other Facility, 

Transfer to Funeral Home 30 mile radius, Hearse and Service Vehicle. Website Obituary and Video Tribute. 
Other charges may include sales tax, cemetery charges, newspaper notices, and vault company service fee.

734 - 482 - 6000
320 N. Washington • Ypsilanti, MI

Christopher Janowiak – Licensed Manager

734 - 699 - 6000
19865 Sumpter Road • Belleville, MI

Geoffrey Janowiak – Licensed Manager

janowiakfuneralhome.com

Simplified
Cremation

$1,795*

*Certain restrictions apply.

Includes arrangement conference,
local transportation, crematory,
cremation container,
website obituary
and video tribute.

Our 1959 CadillaC 
Hearse is available*

*RestRictions Apply

PAULINE MARCELLA ARMATIS
(May 7, 1933 – March 11, 2022)
The story of Pauline’s Life.
On May 7, 1933,  Eugene and Marcella 
Springborn gave birth to a daughter named 
Pauline. On December 31, 1951 Pauline 
met  Francis (Frank) W. Armatis for the first 
time at the Sumpter Roller Rink. Francis told 
his buddy he’s going to marry that girl, 12 days 
later on January 12, 1952, Pauline Springborn 
became Pauline Armatis. They remained 
happily married right up to the day he passed on 
December 18, 1993.
Pauline was a wife and mother. On February 
26, 1955 she gave birth to their first son Ricky 
Francis. Ricky preceded Pauline in death on 
January 1, 2016. Ricky married Denise Creps 
April 20,1974. Ricky and Denise gave Pauline 
her first grandchild Ricky II on June 2, 1975, 
followed by his brother David on May 23, 
1976, Sarah July 5,1989 and Bradd December 
8, 1992.
Next Pauline gave birth to their first daughter 
Christine Marcella on February 9, 1956. 
Christine married John R. Saksewski on May 3, 
1975. John preceded Pauline in death on August 
7, 1998. Christine and John gave birth to a son 
Jason on April 17, 1984 and blessed Pauline and 
Frank with a grandson.
Next Pauline gave birth to their 3rd child Debra 
Marie on Good Friday, April 19, 1957. Debra 
would turn out to be a true middle child, middle 
of the children and middle of the girls. Debra 
married Thomas E Busch on May 29,1976.
Next in line, Pauline gave birth to their fourth 
child on November 4, 1959, Francis (Butch) 
E. (Butch was her BIG baby). Butch married 
Karen E. Hay (1981-1994), they gave birth to 
a son Douglas on July 14, 1987. Butch then 
married Gail Brown on June 10, 1995. Butch 
and Gail were happily married for 20 years until 
her death. Gail preceded Pauline in death on 
July 3, 2015. Gail brought to the marriage two 
children Christopher and Laura Brown.
Pauline gave birth to their fifth and final child, 
a daughter on April 14, 1961, Cathy Ann. Cathy 
married James Sykes on July 28, 1979. They 
gave birth to a son James on September 16, 
1979, a daughter Melissa May 4, 1982, adopted 
a daughter Avalon and a son Branton.
3/11/2022 Pauline got her wings.
Pauline also leaves behind numerous 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren, 
two brothers Eugene Springborn and Jack 
Springborn, sister-in-law Gloria Springborn. 
Preceding her in death was her brother Walter 
(Gloria) Springborn and a sister Rose Grosscup.
Pauline was an avid crotchetier; she crocheted 
many beautiful afghans, baby sweater 
ensembles, scarves, tablecloths, slippers. She 
really enjoyed crocheting doll clothes for the 
Sumpter Goodfellows Christmas dolls. Pauline 
won numerous awards for her beautiful work.
Pauline also loved fishing and boating. Pauline 
spent numerous hours in the Irish Hills area 
fishing and boating with her family members, 
Christine, Debra, Tom, Butch (and Gail), 
occasionally her grandsons Jay, his wife Debby, 

Doug and his wife Melissa. She loved catching 
the fish, but wouldn’t touch the bait or the fish 
she caught, but she loved catching the fish.
Pauline was very active in her senior groups. She 
loved having lunch with them, cooking pies and 
cakes and cookies to share with them, playing 
games, she absolutely loved playing the games 
(she still has jars of penny winnings sitting 
around). She also enjoyed going on some of the 
trips with them and enjoyed participating in the 
senior olympic events. I think the worst part of 
the pandemic for her was the fact she couldn’t 
be around her senior friends; she truly missed 
them and the fun they brought into her life. She 
was anxiously waiting for the pandemic to end 
so she could join in again.
She was most active with the Sumpter Senior 
Center Group; the family is asking in lieu 
of flowers or monetary gifts to the family to 
please donate to the Sumpter Senior Center in 
Pauline’s name. Thank you. Thank you. Service 
was Wednesday, 5 p.m. at Michigan Memorial 
Funeral Home, (next to Michigan Memorial 
Park) 30895 Huron River Dr., Huron Twp., 
(734) 783-2646. Visitation was Wednesday, 1-5 
p.m.. Interment in Michigan Memorial Park.  
www.mimemorial.com

Pauline Marcella
Armatis

COVID-19 deaths
in 48111 at 128,
positive tests at 8,832
   The number of people who have died 
from COVID-19 in the 48111 zip code 
grew by one death from 127 on March 7 
to 128 as of Sunday, March 13, according 
to figures from the Wayne County Health 
Department.
   The positive tests for COVID-19 in 
48111 totaled 8,832 on Sunday, March 13, 
up from 8,810 on Monday, March 7.
   On Sunday, March 13, the separate totals 
released by the Wayne County Health 
Department for the tri-community were: 
Van Buren Township, 6,029 positive cases, 
86 deaths; City of Belleville, 1,028 positive 
cases, 13 deaths; and Sumpter Township 
1,775 positive cases, 29 deaths.
   The Van Buren Public Schools had nine 
positive cases last week. As of March 4, 
there has been a total of 551 positive cases 
since the beginning of the school year last 
August.
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Dudek Heating & Cooling
Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured • Free Estimates • Furnaces • Boilers
Air Conditioning • Duct Work • Humidifiers • Water Heaters

Generators • Electrical • Plumbing
Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, MI 48111

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

LLC

Would you like to have 
your ChurCh listed in 

this direCtory?
Call advertising

Manager BoB MytyCh at 
734-699-9020 today!

 
 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible For Life 7pm 

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 

Belleville ChurCh of God
45170 Hull Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
Sunday Bible Classes  – 10:00 a.m. (all ages)

Zoe Kids & Adult Worship  – 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday classes & clubs 7:00 p.m. Join us on 
Facebook Live &  bellevillecog.online.church

Belleville ChurCh of God
45170 Hull Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

RiveR of Life AssembLy of God
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
All services are open to in person or live stream.
sunday morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Adult, youth & Children @ 7 p.m.

Visit rol-ag.com      (734) 699-6700

409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 697-1211

▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am

www.stanthonybelleville.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM

Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM

www.ridgeroadcoc.org   (734) 485-2930

Ridge Road Church of Christ

All breeds, ages

Positive reinforcement

Small class sizes

Enroll for beginner or
puppy class this month

contact your instructor, Janet Deaton
janet@dogsbyjanet.com (734) 604-1720
see dogsbyjanet.com for terms and schedules

© 2021 D2 Enterprises, All Rights Reserved. USA

SHAARON BAWDEN
(June 12, 1941 – March 7, 2022)
Shaaron Bawden, age 80 of Belleville, Michigan 
passed away on March 7, 2022. She was born on 
June 12, 1941 in Ypsilanti, Michigan and lived 
her childhood and younger years in Plymouth, 
Michigan.
Shaaron is the loving and devoted mother of 
Christopher Flum and proud grandmother of 
Brendan Flum. She is deeply adored and loved 
and will be greatly missed by her siblings, 
Vicki Schenkel, Tim (Cindy) Donovan and 
Mary Jane (Michael) Gregory as well as many 
nieces and nephews, and her best friend, Debby 
Kopsolias. She is pre-deceased by her mother, 
Joyce Patrick who passed away on December 
15, 2020.
Anyone who knows Shaaron, also knows 
of her great passion and love of all animals 
– but especially horses and dogs. Shaaron 
grew up on a horse farm in Ypsilanti and was 
always in their presence; in her elder years in 
her Belleville countryside home, where the 
neighbor boarded horses, she simply enjoyed to 
sit on the back porch and watch the horses in 
the back pasture grazing and frolicking around.  
She had dogs and cats her entire life. Everyone 
knows that dogs have been human’s best friends 
for thousands of years. Shaaron knew this and 
also knew that they are there for us through 
thick and thin. They never judge and are always 
happy to see us return to them, whether we’ve 
been gone five hours or five minutes. Shaaron 
could tell you about their unconditional love 
and believed that dogs are the only creatures 
on this earth that love you more than they 
love themselves. She delighted in seeing their 
wagging tails, body wiggles and “happy dance” 
occurring just at the sight of seeing and being in 
her presence.
The Memorial Service was March 12, 2022 at 
Schrader-Howell Funeral Home in Plymouth.

Shaaron Bawden

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   On Monday, a second round of interviews 
for two finalists for the position of Sumpter 
Township Administrator had been 
scheduled, but instead the hiring committee 
considered references and newspaper 
articles and then took a vote.
   Before the 5 p.m. meeting began, Clerk 
Esther Hurst was seated at the board table 
because she had been appointed to the 
committee by the township board and she 
intended to stay on the committee.
   But, Supervisor Tim Bowman, another 
member of the committee said she should 
give up her seat on the committee to 
Trustee Tim Rush, who was the back-up 
member appointed by the board and sat in 
for Clerk Hurst at the first meeting of the 
board on this topic March 7 when she was 
absent.
   Supervisor Bowman told Hurst it was 
“nothing personal,” but thought Trustee 
Rush should sit on the committee because 
he heard the interviews and would have 
more information. At that point, Rush 
was seated in the audience. Rush is also 
Bowman’s temporary deputy supervisor.
   Committee members asked Public Safety 
Director/Police Chief Eric Luke, another 
committee member, what was the law on 
this and he replied he doesn’t know what 
the law says and his job is to follow the 
law.
   Treasurer Vincent Warren, who was 
chairing the committee, called township 
attorney Rob Young and told him the 
committee wants to know what to do and if 
there were any legal ramifications.
   After the call, Treasurer Warren 
reported that Young said this was an ad 
hoc committee with no set rules, but they 
should “go with Esther” or go back to the 
board to make the decision.
   Trustee Rush said, “You guys should go 
ahead” since this position has been vacant 
so long.
   A motion was unanimously passed to go 
on with the committee as appointed and 
then the meeting began.
   Treasurer Warren said the committee 
members were there to discuss references 
and the initial committee vote on the 

Sumpter committee recommends McClary for administrator
two finalists was 234 points for Darwin 
McClary and 208 votes for Karen Armatis.
   Rush said he contacted references listed 
for McClary and no one said anything 
negative about him. He said Armatis had 
submitted reference letters and he called 
two of the writers.
   “There was nothing negative on either 
candidate,” Rush said.
   Chief Luke asked if candidates weren’t 
going to be reinterviewed and Warren 
said they were just going to review the 
references and find out what compensation 
McClary wanted. Warren said the scoring 
was completed.
   Clerk Hurst said she read the background 
checks and there was nothing to find 
for Armatis, but there were red flags for 
McClary. She said the chief did background 
checks and sent them to all the committee 
members.
   Luke said he Googled the candidates as 
well, as any of them could do, but he sent 
no statements.
   “Were they negative?” Bowman asked 
of the stories and Luke replied, “Not for 

me to say.”
   Hurst said, “He doesn’t stay long at one 
place,” claiming the longest time was one 
and a half years.
   “I want somebody who’s going to stay 
with us,” Hurst said and then asked her 
deputy Anthony Burdick to go to her desk 
and get the newspaper articles and bring 
them to the committee. She passed them 
on to Bowman.
   “I checked everything in the articles,” 
said Rush. “His firings were all politics 
based,” explaining it was after a changing 
of the guard after elections and the same 
thing happened to Finance Director Scott 
Holtz in Sumpter. Holtz is back and was 
sitting on the hiring committee.
   “Don’t you find it strange … all the 
firings?” Hurst said.
   Rush said it was mutual consent and one 
and a half years was the shortest stay.
   “I don’t really trust what I read in the 
media anymore,” he said.
   Bowman said the board in Ypsilanti fired 
him for making the wrong choice.

(continued on page 9)
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N E W  L I B R A R Y

DEDICATION

Open House

RIBBON CUTTING
REFRESHMENTS

MUSIC
KIDS’ ACTIVITIES

APRIL 9, 2022        
1pm - 3pm

White Pine
  DENTAL HEALTH

Your Smile Comes First!
Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002  187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo S.
Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,

and a University of Michigan graduate.

• Now Booking New Patients •
Open Evenings and Weekends

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

Passionately Devoted to Wellness & Community

734-391-0190

June Milton, Owner & Pharmacist

Support 
Local 

Business

Call to
transfer your
prescriptions

today!
Follow Us for

Updates!!

This Week!
Let us introduce you to  OLAPLEX!

Using their take home line, we will show you how you can give your
hair more shine and take  away frizz. 

Using OLAPLEX also creates bonds to make your hair healthier and
promote growth! 

Make an appointment today for this amazing treatment!

ONLY $30 

(OLAPLEX is NOT a protein treatment. It is vegan, PH balanced, cruelty free, nut free, paraben free,
phthalates free, phosphate free and sulfate free!) 

   “It would be nice to have a second 
interview to ask him questions,” Hurst 
said.
   “I think we should vote,” Bowman said.
   Warren asked Burdick to give them paper 
to write down their choices and Trustee 
Peggy Morgan in the audience asked if it 
was a secret.
   “We can put our names on it,” Warren 
said with a smile.
   Deputy Burdick tabulated the votes 
and announced there were three votes for 
McClary – Holtz, Warren, and Bowman 
– and two votes for Armatis – Hurst and 
Luke.
   The committee voted unanimously to 
send its recommendation to the township 
board to be on the next agenda. Rush said 
after the board votes, Luke can do deeper 
background checks.

Committee
(continued from page 8)

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   All bids and proposals to purchase three 
sites owned by Sumpter Township were 
rejected by the board of trustees at its 
March 8 meeting because they were too 
low. 
   This was as recommended by the Bid 
Committee at its Feb. 24 meeting. The 
committee was made up of Supervisor 
Tim Bowman and Trustees Matt Oddy and 
Tim Rush, with township attorney Rob 
Young and Deputy Clerk Anthony Burdick 
in attendance. There were two people in 
the audience, bidder Torres and resident 
Randy Miller.
   The ten bidders on the Arkona Road and 
the five bidders on the Martinsville Road 
properties were invited to submit revised 
bids within seven days. Trustees Peggy 
Morgan and Don LaPorte voted no on that.
   The properties were appraised at 
$140,000 and $146,000 and the bids came 
in at $86,000, Trustee Oddy said.
   The lone bid for $42,000 on the Sumpter 
Road property was rejected and bidding on 

Sumpter Township board rejects 
all bids on property sales

that property opened up to everyone with 
a minimum bid of $80,000, the appraised 
value. Casting the lone no vote on that was 
Trustee LaPorte, who lives next to the site, 
which is near the vacant medical clinic.
   It was explained by Trustee Oddy that 
in December the bidding deadline came 
before the township received the appraisals 
on the properties.
   Supervisor Bowman said he was in favor 
of auctioning off the properties. Resident 
Randy Miller suggested hiring a Realtor.
   In other business at the more than two-
hour meeting, the board:
   • Held a public hearing on the budget, 
with Finance Director Scott Holtz saying he 
was concerned because they are spending 
everything they are taking in from landfill 
royalty funds for the first time. He also 
was concerned about the pension liability 
funds and presented four options on how 
to handle it. He said at the next meeting 
an investment advisor will speak on where 
to invest the American Rescue Act Funds. 
Sumpter is getting $943,000 of those 
funds, the first half was Dec. 21, 2021 and 
the second half will be Dec. 22, 2022 and 
they will have four years to spend it, Holtz 
said;
   • Heard Clerk Esther Hurst say that 
Burnham & Flower submitted the only bid 
for general and property insurance. She 
also said the township needs to get rid of 
ADT because there are a lot of issues with 
it and its contract expires at the end of July. 
She also announced that Dawn Hadyniak is 
the first certified clerk Sumpter Township 
has ever had. Toni Clark contested that 
statement, saying Clerk Clarence Hoffman 
was the first and she was the second, as 
they went to training together. She also said 
Hoffman was the first black male certified 
as clerk. Hurst said that this certification is 
“completely different”;
   • Approved the second, and final, reading 
of the ordinance amendment to allow 
medical marijuana grows in industrial 
zoning;
   • Approved hiring Eric Joseph Powell as 
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To build a better 
world, start in your
own community!

Notice for Seniors
Do You Want To Hear Better?

Beltone, the MOST TRUSTED NAME
IN HEARING AIDS, wishes to test a
remarkable new hearing instrument in
the area. This offer is free of charge
and you are under no obligation. The
revolutionary 100% Digital instruments
use the latest technology to comfortably
and almost invisibly help you hear
more clearly. This technology solves
the “stopped up ears”, “head in
a barrel” sensation some people
experience, and has been clinically
demonstrated to improve hearing in
noisy environments. If you wish to
participate, you will be required to have
your hearing tested in our office FREE
OF CHARGE to determine candidacy.
A limited number of qualified seniors
are needed to try this product. NO
PURCHASE is necessary, however you
may purchase Beltone ImagineTM Technology at a reduced rate.

We support & honor most Medicare and discount 
plans Including BCBS and TRUHEARING. We offer 

professional award-winning service, technology, and
a FREE LIFETIME BELCARE TREATMENT PLAN.

CALL US DIRECTLY TO MAXIMIZE YOUR MEDICARE BENEFIT!

ImagineTM Technology
• Instant fit - a single office visit
  is all it takes
• Easy to use and wear
   All-day comfort
• Hear effortlessly in noisy places,
  watching TV, or on the phone.
• Tiny size and great price!
   SAVE $1000 THIS WEEK!*

Look!
She’s

wearing new
open ear

technology!

bonus offer
$20 Gift Card**

*Offer valid toward the purchase of two Beltone Imagine™ hearing instruments. $500 of a single instrument.
**Must complete hearing screening to be eligible for gift card. See store for details. Beltone 2022™

www.BeltoneHearingAid.com

Belleville
889 Sumpter Rd.

734-256-4113

Ann Arbor
4076 Packard St.

734-389-8725

Ann Arbor
283 S. Zeeb Rd., Suite F

734-274-6794
www.beltonehearingaid.com

Call now to schedule your free appointment!

Following CDC guidelines with 1 on 1 appointments and curbside services available!Following CDC guidelines with 1 on 1 appointments and curbside services available.

Beltone USA- Prescriptive Hearing
 Instruments and treatment plans

 that enhance your life!

Free Hearing Screening For The
NEXT 5 DAYS!

West Branch BuildersWest Branch Builders

734-476-1098734-476-1098

General Contractor
Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured | License # 2101215480
Locally Owned & Operated For Over 40 Years

www.WestBranchBuilder.com

• Foundations
• Septic Systems
• Culverts
• Land Clearing
• Grating

• Excavating
• Water/Sewer
• Perc Tests
• Driveways
• Demolition

Belleville Day in Florida
The annual “Belleville Day in Florida” luncheon was held Feb. 23 in Hernando, FL at 
Citrus Hills Golf & Country Club. Next year, the date is Wednesday, Feb. 22, 2023 at 
the same location. For more information email the organizer, Lynn Akans Gorman at 
gorcomm@gmail.com. “We always have a great time talking about Belleville people and 
places with each other,” said Gorman. “There is always a lot of laughter in the room. We 
usually get about 30-40 people and we can accommodate a lot more than that, so please 
come! The food is very good, and we have a gift raffle.” According to Gorman, the event 
was begun well over 30 years ago by a group of retired Belleville teachers.
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FINANCING AVAILABLE...
60 MONTHS 0% APR

CALL 734-390-4922
$109

TUNE UP DIAGNOSTIC 
WITH COMBUSTION 

ANALYZER

$125 OFF
ENERGY
AUDIT

10% OFF
HUMIDIFIER & 
AIR PURIFIER

25% OFF
ANY A/C OR 

HEATING 
SERVICE

Not valid with any other offer.  
Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon • Limited Time Only.
Must present coupon at time of service.

Not valid with any other offer.  
Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon • Limited Time Only.
Must present coupon at time of service.

Not valid with any other offer. 
Some restrictions may apply. 

Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon • Limited Time Only.
Must present coupon at time of service.

• We follow all CDC  
Covid-19 guidelines

• All technicians are  
trained and background 
checked.

• We offer indoor air quality 
products keeping your 
family safe from viruses

• Better Business Bureau  
approved

Regular $159. 
Not valid with any other offer.  

Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon. Must present coupon 

at time of service. Some restrictions apply. 
Tune up is eligible for a utility rebate. 

Heating • Air Conditioning • Refrigeration • Duct Cleaning 
Furnace Experts • Insurance Claims • Boiler Specialists

Since
1980

Licensed & 
Insured

Previous orders excluded. Not valid 
with any other offer. Must present 

coupon at time of quote. Limited time only.

$200 OFF
ANY AIR 

CONDITIONER OR 
FURNACE 

INSTALLATION

All Technicians Wear Covid-19 Protection

Connect 
with us Airdoctorshvacservice.com

we’re open monday–Friday, 8am-6pm

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM                    Keri Dasher, DVM

491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-6510

www.amcvanburen.com

Schedule Your Appointment Today!
Specializing in large and HazardouS removalS

Professional
Tree service
24 Hr. EmErgEncy SErvicE
TrEE Trimming & rEmoval

STump & SHrubbEry rEmoval
cranE SErvicE  •  FirEwood

Fully inSurEd  •  FrEE ESTimaTES
SEnior ciTizEn diScounT

emergencies & 
Belleville area

Call Tom (734) 864-2243
10% off menTion aD
Call Joe (734) 664-9285

SundayS @ 10 a.m.
11 a.m. Service

WedneSdayS @ 7 p.m.
midweek Connect &

youth Group

894 E. Huron River Dr. 
Belleville

Join Us in Person, online & 
Follow Us on

Hi tHere,
i’m OreO! 

Like America’s favorite 
cookie, I can be a little 
crunchy on the outside but 
super sweet once you get 
past my exterior. I really 
do like people and do like 
attention but my dislike of 
the other cats can make 
the hissy side of me take 
over. I’d love to be in an 
only cat home where 
I can relax and let my 
sweet inside be in charge. 
I like to talk a bit too so 
you can look forward 
to many “wonderfilled” 
conversations with me. 
I really think I’d make a 
great companion once I 
get into a home and away 
from all these cats! Meow!
If you would like to 
meet Oreo the cookie 
cat, visit our website 
friendsofmichigan.org 
and fill out an application.
He’s already vaccinated, 
tested neg. for FeLuk/
FIV, neutered and micro-
chipped.

OREO

Orphan
Of the

Week

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Van Buren Township Community 
Center project took another step forward 
as the township planning commission 
unanimously approved its preliminary site 
plan at the March 9 regular meeting.
   Dan Power, director of planning and 
economic development, explained the 
proposal that the township has been working 
on for months and had been before the 
planning commission and township board.
   Director Power said there are 13,446 square 
feet of renovations and a 16,411 square-foot 
gymnasium to be added in the eastern side of 
the existing municipal building.

VBT planners OK preliminary site plan for Community Center
   Power said there are still some things 
to be worked out before the final site plan 
approval. The east edge of the parking lot, 
which adjoins a residential area, needs to 
have a 4.9’ setback instead of the 20’ setback 
required in the ordinance and he asked the 
commissioners to grant that change.
   He said the construction of the gymnasium 
cuts off the around-the-building access to the 
employee and police department parking lot. 
There will be a 5’ high decorative fence and 
gated access to the lot for security. Power 
said the staff recommended restricted access 
to this parking lot.
   He talked of the dry detention basins to the 

south and how he wants a designated snow 
storage area in the parking lot.
   Architect Stephen Gedert, the applicant, 
spoke of the performance plaza with a large 
lawn at the south end of the gymnasium and 
the outdoor fitness patio to the west of the 
building. A new sidewalk will go to Quirk 
Park.
   The Black Box Theater, across from the 
new entrance, will have back space for the 
props and changing rooms for the theater. It 
will hold 150 people in seating that comes 
out like bleachers from the wall. He said 
there is no stage and it is suitable for theater 
in the round or small plays.
   Gedert described the teen area with three, 
four-seat booths for teens to do homework 
or other activities, and other furniture to 
be determined. He told of the party rooms, 
senior room, child-watch playroom, and 
dance studio.
   He said the gym contained a high school 
basketball court and two middle school courts, 
and layouts for pickleball and volleyball 
courts. Upstairs at the gym, reachable by 
elevator and stairs, is a three-lane jog and 
walk track. There is an emergency stairwell 
to the south, which on the outside is the 
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VBT Plan
(continued from page 11)

Sumpter Twp.
(continued from page 9)

now open!!!

148 w. columbia ave. • 699-1800

Like Us
On$6.99 $7.99

BELLEVILLE A&W RESTAURANT

a paid-on-call fire fighter, contingent on his 
passing a physical and drug test;
   • Approved hiring Samantha Herman as 
full-time clerk’s office assistant effective 
March 14 at the current (90-day) American 
Federation of State, County and Municipal 
Employees (AFSCME-CB) rate of pay. 
Trustee LaPorte abstained from the vote 
because he said he was related;
   • Removed from the agenda the assigning 
of AFSCME employee Dawn Hadyniak 
to the full-time responsibilities of payroll 
clerk/elections specialist in the clerk’s 
office, effective immediately at the 
current AFSCME-CBA rate of pay. It was 
explained that the clerk doesn’t need the 
permission of the board to assign duties to 
employees in her office;
   • Approved the at-will contract for 
Chris Brinkmeier as contracted building 
inspector and consultant effective 
immediately, for non-inspection-related, 
specific incremental services billed as 
incurred. He will earn $50 an hour in 
15-minute increments, plus expenses;
   • Approved paying not to exceed $1,274 
for Deputy Treasurer Erica Campbell to 
attend the Michigan Municipal Treasurers’ 
Association basic institute training, April 
24-29 in Mt. Pleasant;
   • Approved the third-quarter budget 
adjustments;
   • Approved Diversified Excavating bid 
of $9,368 to demolish township-owned 
buildings at 24985 Sumpter Rd. There 
were three bids;
   • Heard resident Randy Miller warn that 
with spring coming, so are the weeds that 
grow up along the roadways that hide the 
signs and intersections and cause accidents. 
He proposed ways to solve the problem 
that he has been working on for three years 
and he is “beyond frustrated”;
   • Heard resident Mary Sherwood ask about 
snow shoveling for seniors and she was 
told that seniors can call the supervisor’s 
office to sign up and the DPW has 68 or 70 
on the list and the snow clearing was done 
three times this season;
   • Heard resident Mary Ban complain 
about the roads that will be impassable with 
the thaw. She also asked when the museum 
would reopen and how many people would 
use the $6.5 million bike path. Ban also 
said since abortion was ruled on by the 
Supreme Court in 1973, 63 million people 
are not here because they were aborted and 
those people could have been filling the 
jobs that need workers. She said she hopes 
the Supreme Court will get rid of Roe vs. 
Wade;
   • Heard Cory Blue say he represents six 
families who don’t want a commercial 
development next to their homes behind 
the closed medical clinic on Sumpter 
Road. He said Trustee LaPorte lives in 
that area, too, but he hasn’t asked him how 
he feels about it. He said several property 
owners asked to buy the property or to 
split it up, but they were denied and the 
township said they could bid and had to 
have a plan and start work immediately. He 

said he is an engineer and coming up with 
a plan is no problem. The $42,000 bidder 
said he couldn’t start within three to five 
years. Bowman chastised him for moving 
to a place that was next to commercial 
zoning and Blue could put up a berm with 
trees and make it go away. “It’s all about 
money,” Blue said and left the podium; and
   • Heard Trustee Rush remind everyone 
that Skywarn training is at 6 p.m., April 7, 
at Fire Station #1 and the public is invited. 
Huron Township is invited and those who 
took it before are urged to come again 
because new information is available.

background for the performance plaza. The 
locker room is near the entrance.
   Commissioner Jeff Jahr said this is a very 
nice, flat-roof addition to the building that 
already has a flat roof. “It’s an acceptable 
roof,” he said.
   “We at the township board have been 
looking at this for a long time,” said Treasurer 
Sharry Budd who sits on the commission. 
“We want this to be so perfect and so good.”
   In other business at the 2-hour meeting on 
March 9, the board:
   • Following a public hearing on Applebee’s 
special land use and site plan requests for 
a “To-Go” booth, sent a recommendation 
for approval of the special land use to the 
township board and then approved the 
preliminary and final site plans together. 
Applebee’s wishes to construct a 11’x14’ 
“To-Go” booth for online and pickup orders 
for the restaurant at 10526 Belleville Rd. 
Orders will come by phone or mobile app 
and no orders will be taken at the window. 
Because of the pandemic, to-go orders 
increased and crew members now have to 
run out to the cars in all times of the day and 
weather to deliver the orders. Applebee’s 
developed the to-go booth and this restaurant 
will be the first in Michigan to have the 
booth. Applebee’s has been in Van Buren 
Township since 2000; and
   • After a long discussion, granted final 
site plan approval, with a performance 

bond attached to the landscaping, to Sam 
Patel of JSB Builders, LLC, to construct 
a 16,280-square-foot, multi-tenant light 
industrial building with truck well and related 
site improvements at 6032 Schooner Dr. 
Before construction can begin, the mystery 
of the details of a storm water detention 
has to be unraveled and documents found. 
Engineer Potter from Fishbeck Engineering, 
the township’s consultant, said he is willing 
to work with the developer to track down 

the details of the community detention 
pond. Potter said before construction can 
begin there will have to be plans for water 
detention. Scott Wright, project architect, 
said Patel (who was not present because his 
wife was in the hospital) is relocating his 
business from Ann Arbor and will put his 
business in the west part of the new building 
and have the rest filled by multiple tenants. 
He needed the truck well for the semis that 
come to his business, Wright said..
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Upcoming Meetings

District Library
(continued from page 1)

Honesty is our policy!

BAI

50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville • 734-325-7065
Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm

Disc Brake special
premium paDs & rotors, incluDes 
laBor, starting at $300 or less!

Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
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SeniorS, VeteranS &
actiVe Military take

10% off your total Bill
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON ExPIrES 3-31-22

$4999

BAI

new customers Get
10% off labor DurinG our:

Get-to-know-your-friendS-truStworthy-
reliaBle-auto-Mechanic-Sale

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON ExPIrES 3-31-22 BAI

BAIWITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON ExPIrES 3-31-22

$1999Vehicle check
Belts, hoses, etc.

DON’T GET STRANDED THIS winter!

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

LICENSED
INSURED

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS

PHONE 734-476-1098

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Tree
Service

734-308-0398

The Hair Station

151 Main Street
Belleville   MI   48111

thehairstation151@yahoo.com

(734) 796-4795
$10 Haircuts

Mention this Ad.

• Residential • Small Commercial Businesses

Scharp Blades, LLC

Lawncare at its finest!
Over 10 years experience. Call today!

Keith Scharp – Owner     (734) 985-8719
Scharpbladesllc@gmail.com

   Joy Cichewicz said they won’t be able to 
call it a renewal.
   Chairwoman Peters said if they put it on 
the ballot last year they could have called 
it a “renewal,” but now they can’t call it a 
renewal. She said it technically “replaces” 
the millage that expired in 2021 and they 
will have to explain that to the voters.
   “It would have cost us a lot of money to 
have a special election and have the clerks 
have  to open the polls for a piddly number 
of voters,” Peters said.
   “We want the most amount of voters,” 
Cichewicz said.

   Peters said they no longer will have to 
contend with the Downtown Development 
Authorities and the Local Development 
Finance Authority with this replacement 
millage.
   The board voted unanimously to direct 
their attorney to draft ballot language for 
the replacement millage.
   “If it fails?” asked John Juriga.
   “Go for it again,” Peters said.
   At the April 12 meeting the board plans 
to finalize the language to submit for the 
ballot by May 10.
   Although the board can’t legally campaign 
in favor of the millage, a ballot committee 
will be organized to support its passage.
   In other business at the one-hour-and-25-

minute meeting, the board:
   • Heard marketing committee chairperson 
Alma Hughes-Grubbs report on plans 
made for both the April 9 open-house and 
ribbon-cutting and the April 29 special 
party for donors. For the open house the 
ribbon-cutting will be held outside under 
the canopy and the band will be next to 
the fireplace. Food will be in the Cozzad 
Room and Councilman Steve Jones will be 
the disc jockey. Arrangements were made 
to have a library board picture taken by 
Shannon Photography to be a part of the 
display on the construction of the new 
building;
   • Heard Cichewicz give a building 
committee report all the air quality updates 
are in place but can’t be turned on because 
the pressure is too low at the gas  line 
and they have to wait for DTE to come 
out and take care of it. The air equipment 
added another BTU to the system, so more 
pressure is needed. She also discussed 
the Frost Block outside the Cozzad door, 
adding guards over the fire alarms so the 
children can’t pull them, and ongoing 
problems with the dishwasher;
   • Heard Director Suchy say that COVID 
numbers have continued to fall since 
last month and both the state health 
department and the CDC have adjusted 
their COVID recommendations. Wayne 
County is currently at low community 
risk for COVID, so masks are no longer 
recommended for most settings. “We have 
a little bit of relief right now,” she said;

   • Heard Suchy also report that the 
library is having trouble getting service 
for the paper recycling bin in the parking 
lot. Frequently, cars are parked nearby, 
effectively blocking the dumpster. The 
bin is expected to be repositioned so the 
recycling truck can have access when the 
adjacent parking sp aces are in use;
   • Learned part-time Adult Services 
Librarian Marissa Lasoff-Santos has left 
her position here to become full-time 
librarian at the Westland Library;
   • Heard vice chairwoman Mary Jane 
Dawson ask the board to remember the 
people in Ukraine and donate and pray for 
them. Board secretary Hughes-Grubbs also 
requested prayer for the people in Ukraine;
   • Heard Cichewicz ask about the use of 
the branch in Sumpter Township and was 
told it has little users. Peters said, “We 
hope to see it pop” in the future and Suchy 
say, “We have to give it some more time”; 
   • Heard Peters say the board members 
have said they will have their celebration 
of the new library “when we won’t have 
to wear masks. We’ve been waiting for 
years. I’m really exited.” The celebrations, 
probably without masks, are planned 
for April 9 and 29. She also reported 
she attended the Music Lady’s (Beverly 
Meyer’s) “Judy Darling Memorial Concert 
for Children” and it was a great experience, 
with more people with white hair attending 
than children. Judy Darling was greatly 
loved, she said; and
   • Learned this was the first meeting since 
all the new signs are up in the library and it 
would be a good time to make another tour 
of the library to see them.

   • Monday, March 21 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS 
Commons. Also, Belleville City Council, 
7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, March 22 – Sumpter Township 
board meeting, 6 p.m.
   • Wednesday, March 23 – Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m.
   • Wednesday, March 30 – Sumpter 
Township Zoning Board of Appeals, 6 p.m.
   • Monday, April 4 – Belleville City 
Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, April 5 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees, 5 p.m. workshop, 6 p.m. 
regular meeting
   • Monday, April 11 – City of Belleville 
special budget session, 6 p.m. Also, Van 
Buren Public Schools Board of Education, 
7 p.m., BHS Commons.
   • Tuesday, April 12 – Sumpter Township 
board meeting, 6 p.m. Also, Belleville Area 
District Library, 7:30 p.m.
   • Wednesday, April 13 – City of Belleville 
special budget session, 6 p.m. Also, Van 
Buren Township Planning Commission, 
7:30 p.m.
   • Thursday, April 14 – Keystone Academy 
School Board, 5 p.m. Belleville Planning 
Commission, 7 p.m.
   • Monday, April 18 – Belleville City 
Council, 7:30 p.m.
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

“ Anyone who stops learning is old 
whether at twenty or eighty. Anyone 

who keeps learning stays young.
The greatest thing in life is to keep

your mind young. “ 
– Henry Ford

“The problem with socialism is that
you eventually run out of other

people’s money.”
– Margaret Thatcher

ANY CONDITION OK
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE.

AERO REALTY
35890 GODDARD

ROMULUS, MI 48174
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

CASH FOR YOUR HOME
CASH FOR YOUR HOME

WANTED

Cash For Salvage & 
Scrap Vehicles.

7 Days. Free Towing.
Licensed & Insured.

(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

H & W
TOP DOLLAR $

FOR SALE HELP WANTED
Interested In A 

CAreer In reAl estAte?
Opportunities are available 

for Experienced Agents. 
Training provided for New 
Agents. Call 734-697-1800 

to schedule an appointment.

139060 _ PROFESSIONALS

Non-Running 
Motorcycles, Dirt 
Bikes, ATV’s, Etc.

Call Justin @

WANTED

734-340-7807

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

SERVICES

A&L SERVICES
Home Improvement & 

Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 

Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

plumbing • sewer
drains • handyman
Gutters Cleaned! 

CALL US!
Local To The

Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276. 

Ask For Bill.

BOX OF MEN’S CLOTHING, 3X. Best 
Offer. Plus table computer, $25 & printer, 
$5. (734) 697-8880                       03/17

------------
2007 SEA DOO BOAT & TRAILER. 
Karavan model. Jet Power 7, seats 8, 310 
hp. $19,500 OBO. (734) 697-4518    04/24

------------
NEW RESPIRATORY NEBULIZERS: 
Devilbiss Traveler AC Home/DC car 
adapters, retail $70, asking $30. Philips 
Innospire Mini, retail $70, asking $30. 
Salter Aire Elite, retail $40, asking 
$20. Available Thurs-Sat. 8am-1pm. 
(734) 697-6173                             03/24

------------
ELECTRIC DRYER. E-State by 
Whirlpool. Heavy duty super capacity-5 
cycles & 3 temperatures. $100 cash. 9672 
Jackson, Van Buren Twp.                                   03/31

------------

2003 TOYOTA CAMRY. 4-door, 4 cyl., 
automatic. Very nice condition. No rust. 
Private owner. (734) 695-0819       03/24

------------
2010 CADILLAC DTS. 4-door, full 
power. Beautiful black finish w/black 
leather interior. Very good transportation. 
Private owner. (734) 695-0819        03/24

------------

VEHICLE FOR SALE

------------
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                         TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600                        TFN

------------
CASH FOR YOUR CAR TODAY. Must 
be in good condition & drivable. Don’t 
trade it, sell it to me. (734) 695-0819   03/17

------------

VICTORIAN FOUR-POSTER 
full size bed & dresser with mirror. 
(734) 461-6236                 03/31

------------

FREE

ARUBA CONDO, sleeps 6. April 15-April 
22 & April 22-April 29. Costa Linda 
Beach Resort. (734) 699-8685          03/17

------------
1-BEDROOM DUPLEX w/attached 
garage. $750/mo. + deposit. Includes 
water. 131 Wexford, Belleville. 
(313) 515-0619                           3/10

------------
FURNISHED ROOM FOR RENT. 
$500/mo. WiFi & cable available. All 
utilities included. Available April 1. 
(734) 649-1710                        03/24

------------

FOR RENT

------------
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
No job too small. Interior/exterior 
painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774          04/07

------------

------------
MANUAL LABOR for local greenhouse. 
Call (734) 697-1765                   03/17

------------
HOME HEALTH AIDE. Will train. Full-
time/part-time. Accepting applications 
at Golden Home Health Care, 154 South 
Street, Belleville. (734) 697-0888     03/24

------------
SITTER FOR ELDERLY WOMAN. 
4/5 hours per day or more if wanted. 
$13/hr. cash. (734) 493-2833       03/31

------------
EXPERIENCED CONCRETE SET-
UP & Finisher. Top dollar-cash. 
Belleville area. Must have own vehicle. 
(734) 493-2833                    03/31

------------
DOG SITTER. Live-in to care for 2 
cockapoos for OTR trucker. Free room 
& board + $100/week. Adult only. 
No smokers. (734) 773-5116    03/17

------------

‘Michigan Saves,’ public 
dedication coming soon 
to Belleville Library
   • “Michigan Saves” program on 
Wednesday March 23, at 7 p.m.
   This program will be presented in 
person and via Zoom. Use your email 
address when registering if you would 
like a Zoom link to the program. Learn 
how you can improve your home’s energy 
efficiency and your family’s comfort with 
Michigan Saves, the nation’s first nonprofit 
green bank. They help homeowners and 
small business owners find contractors to 
perform clean energy improvements such 
as air sealing, heating and cooling systems, 
insulation, appliances, and more. You 
can then explore low home improvement 
financing options through Michigan Saves 
lender partners.
   • New Library Dedication Ceremony 
on Saturday, April 9, from 1-3 p.m.
   At long last the Belleville Area District 
Library looks forward to officially 
dedicating the library and to thanking 
the community for helping to make it 
happen. Although the new building first 
opened for business in 2020, the pandemic 
delayed the community celebration. You 
are invited to attend the Belleville Area 
District Library Dedication Ceremony and 
Open House. The dedication and ribbon-
cutting ceremony will be followed by light 
refreshments, music, children’s activities, 
and library tours.
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VBPS
(continued from page 1)

EXPRESS TIRE
AND AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

10625 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111  (734) 697-2424
• State-Certified Mechanics • Oil Changes • Tune-Ups •

• Brakes • Shocks/Struts • Front-End Work •
• Alignments • Batteries • Charging Systems •

• Radiator & Transmission Fluid Changes •
• Check-Engine Light Diagnostics •

Hours:
Monday – Friday  7:30 a.M. – 6:00 p.M. • saturdays  8:00 a.M. – 2:00 p.M.

Visit www.EXPREsstiREMi.coM FoR
Digital couPons & tiRE PRicing!

Helping you buy and sell with
INTEGRITY foR oVER

20 YEaRs!

Janice Marshall

Cell:734-218-3768
janiceremerica@comcast.net

hometown III
6231 N. Canton Center, Canton, MI 48187

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole

152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111 www.amyeversolelaw.com

Call 734-718-8574

• Estate Planning  • Probate  • Criminal Law
• Family Law  • Property Law

   Kudlak said on March 7, he notified the 
board of the incident by a text message 
and the staff by email. Next time he will 
alert the staff to read their emails, he said. 
Parents were notified by text and phone 
three times that day, including notice 
of a parent meeting at 6:30 p.m. at the 
auditorium. Between 80 and 100 parents 
came to the meeting. He said there was 
a staff meeting after school and another 
staff meeting with more information on 
Wednesday.
   He said he had the debriefing with police 
who said a lockdown of the school could 
have been done once the student was out 
of the building. Also, it would be better for 
the police to approach the student with the 
gun and he probably would have stayed in 
the bathroom until Sgt. Faull arrived.
   Kudlak said if something is getting 
hot, the police should be involved and it 
depends on the situation. He said they were 
in an isolated area near the cafeteria at 8 
a.m. when the cafeteria wasn’t busy.
   He said Chief Robinson said they could 
have had a lockdown as soon as someone 
said they saw a gun. If the student had been 
in the classroom and angry, announcing a 
school lockdown could propel a student to 
do something.
   When the student was out of the bathroom 
and in the school store and they were not 
sure whether there was a gun or not and 
he doesn’t want you to look through his 
backpack, the school could have been put 
on lockdown, Kudlak said police advised 
him.
   Also, after the student left the building 
instead of calling his mother, they should 

have had a lockdown, locking all the doors, 
and the Early Childhood Development 
Center next door should have been locked 
down, he was advised.
   Kudlak said lockdown means they 
announce on the public address system 
they are on lockdown and lock all the 
doors.
   “We learned something,” said board 
member Calvin Hawkins. “It’s a lesson 
learned for the staff. I side with the police. 
I’d rather have the police handle this. We 
need to rethink that process.”
   Kudlak said his next steps include 
putting the detailed account of that day 
on the website March 16 and sending a 
survey to high school parents to see if they 
are interested in metal detectors or clear 
backpacks. He said maybe only the 80 to 
100 parents who attended the meeting want 
metal detectors.
   “I’m not a metal-detector fan,” Kudlak 
said, noting there are a lot of articles written 
on metal detectors. He said he will debrief 
all the staffs the next day and will review 
with administrative teams the Emergency 
Operating Plan passed by the board. They 
will do tabletop exercises and this will be 
an ongoing procedure, two to three times 
a year.
   Board secretary Darlene Loyer Gerick 
asked if the survey was just for the high 
school. She said such incidents happen in 
all grade levels.
   A father in the audience asked if it was a 
standard process to search students in the 
office and Kudlak said it was. He said in 
this case the student didn’t want to be in the 
store and was going to be confrontational.
   “They knew him and let him go,” Kudlak 
said.
   Gerick said Chief Robinson did a good 

job at the parent meeting and Kudlak said 
he made sure the city knew how much the 
school appreciated him.
   Hawkins said at the end of the meeting 
he was glad the district “didn’t duck it,” 
concerning public discussion of the gun 
incident.
   In other business at Monday’s one-hour-
and-26-minute meeting, the board:
   • Approved $757,331 to purchases 16 
buses in the 2022-23 school year. A total 
of $121,050 is expected in trade-ins for 
eight 71-passenger buses at $12,200 each, 
one 16-passenger at $15,650, and one 
24-passenger for $7,800;
   • Approve raises for 35 employees not 
affiliated with a union as of July 1. Kudlak 
said they do this every year in April or 
May, but this year they are doing it earlier 
so the employees know they are getting 
raises and don’t go looking for other jobs. 
He said all staff members had considerable 
raises this year;
   • Heard a quarterly update on the 2019 
bond projects and their progress from 
Rob Kakoczki of Plante Moran Cresa. He 
detailed this summer’s work to be done 
on Owen Intermediate School, which was 
built in 1964;
   • Approved hiring Tavis Dudley as a 
teacher at Owen Intermediate School as of 
March 14;
   • Approved resignations of Tiffany 
Tomlin as a custodian after less than a 
year of service as of March 4 and Matthew 
Murphy as administration IT after four 
years of service as of March 31; and
   • Heard Kudlak report the school nurse 
has set up medical emergency response 
teams at each school. On March 3, a student 
was choking at lunch and a McBride team 
member did the Heimlich maneuver and 
after three thrusts a grape popped out. He 
also reported the batting cage donated by 
Peggy Curtis is almost ready for the teams 
to use. He said the bowling team was tied 
for eighth place in the state championship 
and then ended up ninth. They bowled 
well, he said.
   Board vice president Susan Featheringill 
presided at the meeting in the absence of 
president Amy Pearce, who had tested 
positive for Influenza A and was not at the 
meeting.

Sheena Barnes says IRS 
is after her for money 
she never got from twp.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Sheena Barnes told the Sumpter Township 
Board of Trustees at its March 8 meeting 
that the Internal Revenue Service is after her 
for getting retirement checks from Sumpter 
Township that she never saw.
   Barnes said she has lived in the township 
for all of her 63 years and her parents had 
a business in the township. She said when 
Clarence Hoffman passed away she was 
appointed to the township board. She said 
there was a $9,000 difference in her pay from 
other trustees and she was told it was because 
she was single and not married. She said 
other trustees got $14,000 and now it’s up to 
$22,000. She said she felt it was shady at the 
time and not fair.
   She said she tried to run for office in 2019 
and was the top vote-getter in all precincts, 
but she didn’t win and she felt it was shady.
   Now, she said, in March 2022 she is told 
she had been receiving a retirement check 
through this administration.
   “I know I didn’t win the election in 2019,” 
she said.
   On Jan. 28, she said she received a letter 
from the Social Security office saying there 
was no information from her about her 
retirement account. On March 4 she said she 
had a telephone conference with Mr. Hamlett 
from the Social Security Administration and 
he told her how much she was getting – that 
she wasn’t getting.
   “Social Security had a red flag from the 
IRS. It was shady,” she told the board.
   “The retirement check? Where’s it at?” she 
asked. She said Social Security couldn’t take 
her word for it and she has to prove she didn’t 
get the checks from the township.
   She said they gave her several steps to 
follow and this is her second step. She needs 
a letter from the township saying she was 
appointed in 2017 and clocked out in 2018.
   “I haven’t had anything since 2018 and this 
is 2022,” she said.
   Trustee Tim Rush, who is deputy supervisor, 
said he would be in the office the next day 
and he would be happy to help her out and 
give her a letter of clarification. He asked her 
to bring in the documentation she has.
   “I promise I will help you,” he said.
   “I hope you can help. This definitely is not 
over,” Barnes said.
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CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN
BID INSTRUCTIONS FOR 

 LANDSCAPING MAINTENANCE SERVICES 
                  

The Charter Township of Van Buren, will receive sealed bids 
for the landscaping maintenance services at the Office of 
the Township Clerk, 46425 Tyler Road, Charter Township of 
Van Buren, Ml.  48111  until Friday, March 18, 2022, at 3:00 
p.m., local time. No Bids will be received after that time. 
 

Bid documents will be available on the Township website 
and at the Office of the Township Clerk. Bids will be 
accepted only on provided forms. Bids must be sealed in 
an envelope marked "LANDSCAPING MAINTENANCE 
SERVICES" and submitted to the office of the Township 
Clerk. Bids will be publicly opened at 3:00 p.m. on Friday, 
March 18, 2022. 
 
A mandatory pre-bid tour and meeting will be held at 9:00 
a.m. on Thursday, March 18, 2022 at 9:00 a.m. at the 
Charter Township of Van Buren Municipal Center, 46425 
Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, MI 48111. All questions by 
interested bidders are to be raised at this time. 
 
The Charter Township of Van Buren reserves the right to 
waive any discrepancies or irregularities in the bid. The 
Township reserves  the right to reject any and all bids,  and 
is  not required to accept the low bid. Bidders should direct 
questions and correspondence to Hugo Cardenas,  
Building and Grounds Superintendent, at
hcardenas@vanburen-mi.org. 
 
Published: February 24, 2022 
  March 3, 2022 
  March 10, 2022 
  March 17, 2022 
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Court Watching:
Timothy Porter bound 
over to circuit court for 
driving while intoxicated

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   After Van Buren Township Police Officer 
Mark King pulled Timothy Porter over for 
weaving all over Belleville Road while 
driving on Oct. 14, 2020, he gave him three 
roadside sobriety tests, and he failed them 
all.
   Porter is facing the felony charge of 
operating while intoxicated, third offense.
   At Porter’s March 9 preliminary exam 
before 34th District Court Judge Lisa 
Martin, Officer King testified he was 
dispatched to southbound Belleville Road 
for a reported intoxicated driver that had 
just had an incident at the Meijer gas 
station. They got the license plate number 
of the vehicle.
   King testified that he found the car with 
that license plate number near Harmony 
Lane and the car was weaving back and 
forth and nearly struck another vehicle. 
He turned on his lights for a traffic stop. 
The driver was slow to respond and finally 
stopped near Quirk Road approaching the 
Belleville Bridge.
   King testified the driver had no 
identification. He said the pupils of the 
driver who turned out to be Porter stayed at 
pinpoints regardless of the light he shone 
in his eyes. He reported Porter kept falling 
asleep when he was doing the roadside 
tests and when he was talking to him. He 
said Porter said no to a blood test and 
then said yes, as shown on King’s body 
camera. King took Porter to St. Joseph 
Mercy Hospital for the blood draw and 
left him there because of the possibility of 
drugs. He took the blood back to the police 
department where it was sent to the state 
police lab.
   Defense attorney Andrew Sullivan of 
Neighborhood Defender Service argued 
that the body camera showed his client 
didn’t want the blood test and it should be 
thrown out and the charge dismissed. He 
said Porter should have been made to sign 
to approve the test or they should have 
gotten a warrant.
   King reported the Blood Alcohol Content 
was .000, no alcohol detected. At the 
end of the exam, Judge Martin said she 
listened to King’s testimony and reviewed 
the Michigan State Police lab report that 
showed Porter had methamphetamine and 
fentanyl in his blood.
   Judge Martin said Wayne County 
Assistant Prosecutor Jane Gillis met the 
burden of probable cause with her witness’ 
testimony, so Judge Martin bound Timothy 
Allen Porter, 47, of Woodhaven, over to 
circuit court for a March 23 arraignment 
on the information.

Alexander Joseph Forsythe
   A live preliminary exam for Alexander 
Joseph Forsythe, 28, of Livonia and 
formerly of Van Buren Township, has been 
set at 34th District Court for March 28 on 

four charges resulting from an incident in 
Van Buren Township on Feb. 21.
   Forsythe is charged with unlawful 
imprisonment, assaulting / resisting / 
obstructing a police officer, indecent 
exposure, and domestic violence.
   Wayne County special prosecutor Sona 
Movsisyan said she expects to have two or 
three witnesses. Defense attorney Tyrone 
Bickerdt said his client has no means to 
post the bond set at his Feb. 23 arraignment 
of $10,000 cash or surety and remains in 
the Wayne County Jail. Bickerdt told 34th 
District Court Judge Lisa Martin at the 
probable cause conference on March 9 
that his client could live with his mother 
in Livonia if released and would have no 
contact with his wife, the victim.
   Bickerdt said Forsythe was on a new drug 
for his mental health when the incident 
took place and he has since stopped taking 
that medication.
   Prosecutor Movsisyan said an off-duty 
police officer was a witness to the domestic 
violence and when he tried to intervene to 
help the victim, the defendant barricaded 
himself in their home with his wife and 
child. It took many officers to end the 
standoff, she said.
   She also noted that Forsythe has just pled 
guilty to domestic violence in another case. 
Judge Martin agreed that case was pretty 
fresh but reduced the bond to $10,000 
personal bond with tether. He is not to 
return to his Willow Way address.

Speed Marcell Miller
   Speed Marcell Miller, 25, of Romulus, 
had a probable cause conference set for 
Dec. 22 on charges of home invasion-first 
degree and domestic violence on Nov. 24 
in Van Buren Township. A live preliminary 
exam was set for March 9. He was free 
after posting surety bond of $12,500. He 
was ordered to have no contact with the 
victim or an address on N. Bellridge.
   On March 9, he was tardy for his exam 
and Judge Martin had signed a warrant for 
his arrest, when Miller showed up in the 
courtroom. The Assistant Wayne County 
Prosecutor told Judge Martin she was 
unable to proceed because the complainant 
failed to appear. Defense attorney Riggins 
of Neighborhood Defense Service made a 
motion to dismiss. Judge Martin dismissed 
the charges and released his bond.

Tedarall Antoine White
   Tedarall Antoine White, 44, of Van 
Buren Township was present before 
Judge Bronson via zoom Aug. 11 for his 
preliminary exam on a charge of operating 
while intoxicated-third offense on June 
15, 2020. But that date turned out to be an 
error and he actually was stopped on Aug. 
15, 2020. White’s defense attorney Danien 
Wood filed a motion saying that the warrant 
for the blood draw was defective because it 
had the wrong dates.
   Wayne County Assistant Prosecutor 
Alexander Kurrie said the wrong date 
was filed and it was a harmless error. Van 
Buren Township Officer Michael Edge, 
who made the arrest, said the 6 and 8 for 
the months of June and August could have 
been misread.
   Judge Bronson said the blood draw 

warrant and affidavit said June and actually 
it was August and, “Does the wrong date 
nullify the warrant?” Prosecutor Kurrie 
said the error was harmless, just a typo, and 
there was no bad faith.
   Judge Bronson denied the motion, noting 
as a visiting judge he does not have his 
Michigan Combined Laws or Supreme 
Court documents available.
   Attorney Wood asked the judge if he 
would grant a stay in the exam to give her 
time to appeal to circuit court on the matter 
and Judge Bronson granted the stay.
   Van Buren Township Detective Michael 
Long offered the information that the 
blood draw date was Aug. 15, 2020, it was 
submitted to the lab on Aug. 25, and the 
result came back on Aug. 31. The case 
was scheduled for review for a jury trial 
on Sept. 30 and then on Dec. 29. Then the 
review was set for March 1 and then to 
May 2.

Michael Todd Roberts
   Michael Todd Roberts, 46, of Sumpter 
Township was virtually arraigned by Judge 
Martin on Aug. 13 on four counts, along 
with a habitual offender label, which could 
bring him twice the maximum sentence.
   Roberts is charged with unarmed robbery, 
possession of a financial transaction 
device not his own, retaining a financial 
transaction device without permission, and 
domestic violence on Aug. 11 in Sumpter 
Township.
   Sumpter police asked for a $5,000/10% 
bond and no contact with the alleged victim 
and Judge Green gave him that bond. His 
probable cause conference was set for Aug. 
25 before Judge Oakley by zoom.
   On Aug. 25, Judge Oakley set the 
preliminary exam on the charges for Sept. 
14. His defense attorney Kendrick Riggins 
said his client has been in jail for two 
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weeks because he cannot post bond and he 
would like a personal bond set.
   Prosecutor Elen Rozek objected to the 
reduction, saying Roberts, who was living 
with his mother, assaulted his mother and 
took money and her credit card and now is 
asking his mother to post his bond.
   Riggins said his girlfriend gave his 
mother his debit card for his bond. He said 
the mother can be cared for by a sister and 
Roberts will have no contact with her.
   Judge Oakley reduced the bond to $5,000 
personal bond and a GPS tether. He must 
have no contact with his mother. Judge 
Oakley also closed out three pending civil 
cases for time served in the jail.
   After the preliminary exam on Sept. 14, 
he was bound over to circuit court for a 
Sept. 28 arraignment on the information. 
A calendar conference was set for Oct. 6. 
Then a final conference was set for Nov. 

Court watching
(continued from page 16)

29 and a pretrial for Jan. 11, reset by the 
court to Feb. 3. On Feb. 7 he pled guilty to 
possessing a financial device not his own 
and larceny from a person and the other 
charges were dismissed. Sentencing was 
set for March 23.

Michael Christopher Towshack
   Michael Christopher Towshack, 35, 
of Romulus was scheduled for a live 
preliminary exam on Aug. 18 in front of 
Judge Martin, but the exam was delayed 
beyond its scheduled time and defense 
attorney Blasé Kearney told Judge Martin 
he was concerned about being late for two 
other cases he had at 36th District Court.
   The prosecutor, witness and officers were 
present for the exam, and although Judge 
Martin was not in favor of adjourning the 
case, she relented and granted Kearney an 
adjournment of the live exam until 12:30 
p.m., Nov. 3, due to a “court scheduling 
issue.”
   Towshack was charged with assault with 
a dangerous weapon (felonious assault) 
and felony firearm on April 17 in Van 
Buren Township.
   On Nov. 3, the only witness in the exam 
was Jim Foley who testified that vehicles 
he and Towshack were driving had 
bumped into each other during a Michigan 
left at the Ecorse Road / Belleville Road 
intersection. Foley said when they were 
stopped at the light heading eastbound on 
Ecorse, he got out and went to Towshack’s 
driver’s window and asked if he wanted to 
go to the police station or wait there for the 
police to make the report.
   Foley testified that Towshack got out of 
his car with a gun and pointed it at him. He 
said he got back in his car and called 911. 
He testified three or four Van Buren police 
cars arrived. Police asked who had the gun 
and Towshack raised his hand and was put 
into handcuffs.
   Defense attorney Kearney played a short 
bit of body cam from Officer McCarthy’s 
camera in which Towshack said his version 
of what happened.
   Kearney said his client was afraid and 
told Foley to get back because he didn’t 

know him. He said everyone knows about 
road rage incidents that bring gunfire. He 
said both sides did nothing wrong here.
   Judge Martin bound Towshack over to 
circuit court for a Nov. 17 arraignment on 
the information. Circuit Court set a pretrial 
for Feb. 25 which was then adjourned until 
March 11 at the request of the defense.

Leesha Marie Corum
   Leesha Marie Corum, 31, of the City 
of Belleville, failed to appear for her live 
preliminary exam before Judge Martin on 
Aug. 18 and so a bench warrant was put 
out for her arrest.
   She is charged with malicious destruction 
of personal property between the value 
of $1,000 to $20,000 on April 7, 2019 in 
the City of Belleville and was due for her 
exam. She also was due for her arraignment 
and pretrial on a misdemeanor charge 
of malicious destruction of property to a 
building less than $200 on June 10, 2019 
in the city of Belleville.
   On Nov. 24, she again failed to appear 
before Judge Oakley for her arraignment 
and probable cause conference for 
receiving and concealing a stolen vehicle 
on Jan. 9, 2020 in the City of Belleville. A 
warrant is out for her arrest. She is Thomas 
John Strunk, Jr.’s co-defendant.

Thomas John Strunk, Jr.
   Thomas John Strunk, Jr., 24, of the City of 
Belleville failed to appear for his Nov. 24 
arraignment and probable cause conference 
on a charge of receiving and concealing a 
stolen vehicle on Jan. 9, 2020 in the City 
of Belleville. A warrant was signed for his 
arrest and he was apprehended in January 
and his bench warrant arraignment was on 
Jan. 12 before Judge Oakley. His probable 
cause conference was set for Jan. 26 and 
on that date he was present from the Wayne 
County Jail and waived his preliminary 
exam. Judge Oakley bound him over to 
circuit court for a Feb. 2 arraignment on 
the information. A calendar conference 
was set for Feb. 22 and he pled guilty to 
the charge. Sentencing is set for April 11.
   At his bench warrant arraignment, 
Belleville Police Officer Bart Devos said 

the defendant is homeless and police do 
not have a good address, email, or phone 
number for him.
   Strunk told the judge that while his 
address now is in Inkster, the best place to 
send mail for him is to his grandmother’s 
address in the City of Belleville. Judge 
Oakley had set a bond of $10,000/10%, but 
that was reduced to $5,000 personal bond 
at circuit court.

James Shelby Najmat Almas Blake
   James Shelby Najmat Almas Blake, 45, 
of Ypsilanti failed to appear for his live 
preliminary exam before Judge Martin on 
Aug. 18, so a bench warrant was signed for 
his arrest.
   He had been charged with using a self-
defense spray device on June 2 and also 
malicious destruction of fire or police 
property and reckless driving on June 16, 
all in Van Buren Township. 
   His $10,000 personal bond on the June 
16 charges was revoked, as was his $5,000 
personal bond on the June 2 charge. His 
conditional bond had required him not to 
return to AT&T or Atchinson Ford, both on 
Belleville Road.
   On Nov. 16 he was arraigned on his 
bench warrant by video while in custody 
of Van Buren police and a probable cause 
conference was set for Nov. 24. On that 
date a preliminary exam was scheduled for 
Jan. 5.
   On that date his attorney William Glenn 
asked Judge Oakley for a competency 
referral. He said he had concerns about 
his client’s ability to assist in his defense, 
adding, “I don’t believe he knows what’s 
going on.” Judge Oakley referred Blake for 
a competency exam by the forensic center 
in Ypsilanti. Blake said he has PTSD and 
he is a veteran. He said he is being treated 
at the VA in Ann Arbor. He became upset 
and hung up the phone used by Judge 
Oakley to communicate with him. Glenn 
said he would contact Blake and explain 
the competency exam.
   The competency exam has been set for 
March 14.

Gary Steven Priess
   Gary Steven Priess, 61, of Ypsilanti had 
his probable cause conference adjourned 
until Sept. 1 by zoom because his 
attorney Stephanie Farkas said he needs 
electronic discovery. Priess is charged 
with embezzlement by an agent or trustee 
between $1,000 and $20,000 on Oct. 21, 
2019 in the City of Belleville.
   Farkas asked for personal bond because 
of his client’s age and his residing in 
Ypsilanti most of his life. She said he 
retired from Detroit Diesel. Judge Martin 
set $5,000 personal bond. On Sept. 1 his 
live preliminary exam was set for Oct. 13.
   On Oct. 13, Assistant Prosecutor Alex 
Kurrie said the People were not ready to 
proceed but a new witness could testify 
if the case was adjourned to another date. 
Farkas objected saying this case was from 
October-November 2019. Judge Oakley 
dismissed the case without prejudice, 
meaning it could be refiled.

“Reality leaves a lot to the imagination.”
– John Lennon
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“I am reminded of the professor who, 
in his declining hours, was asked by his 
devoted pupils for his final counsel. He 

replied, ‘Verify your quotations.’”
– Sir Winston Churchill

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

    There were 272 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police last week including the following.
Sunday, March 6:
   0011 – suspicious person/vehicle, America
   0102 – suspicious person/vehicle, Denton Rd.
   0112 – welfare check, Oak Ln.
   0339 – suspicious person/vehicle, Country Walk 
Blvd.
   0341 – assist other dept., Maple Dr.
   0606 – intrusion alarm, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0726 – domestic, Parkwood Dr.
   0732 – suspicious person/vehicle, Jackson St.
   0917 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   0946 – 911 welfare check, Westlake Cir.
   1015 – animal complaint, Village Center Dr.
   1018 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Haggerty Rd./S. Metro Pkwy.
   1110 – misc. complaint, Jewell Ave.
   1146 – larceny, Oak ln.
   1255 – civil matter, Jewell Ave.
   1335 – assist fire dept., Belleville Rd.
   1343 – assist fire dept., Paloma Dr.
   1442 – property check, Edison Lake
   1501 – juvenile complaint, Country Walk Blvd.
   1514 – property damage accident, Country Walk 
Blvd./Savage Rd.
   1619 – hospice death, Wheatgrass Ln.
   1653 – suspicious person/vehicle, Hayes St.
   1656 – missing person, Quirk Rd.
   2044 – intrusion alarm, Stamford Rd.
   2120 – suspicious person/vehicle, Lincoln Ct.
   2125 – welfare check, Spruce Ln.
   2205 – suspicious person/vehicle, W. Huron River
   2211 – welfare check, Sugarbush Ln.
Monday, March 7:
   0412 – property check, Belleville Rd.
   0431 – property check, Belleville Rd.
   0803 – animal complaint, Bog Rd.
   0838 – suspicious person/vehicle, Harmony Ln./S. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   0909 – 911 welfare check, McBride
   1022 – civil matter, Cobblestone Creek Dr.
   1030 – breaking & entering, Paloma Dr.
   1258 – private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd.
   1436 – private property impound, Van Born Rd.
   1500 – neighbor trouble, Bog Rd.
   1516 – intrusion alarm, Jeremy Rd.
   1657 – civil matter, Meadows Ln.
   1659 – larceny, Belleville Rd.
   1716 – unattended death, Wildbrook Dr.
   2005 – noise complaint, Parkwood Dr.
   2010 – road hazard, Tyler Rd./Belleville Rd.
   2144 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   2306 – suspicious person/vehicle, Ecorse/Denton
   2316 – juvenile complaint, Sheldon Rd.
Tuesday, March 8:
   0331 – shooting, Ecorse Service B Dr.
   0338 – assault & battery, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0811 – assault & battery, Ecorse Rd.
   0842 – property damage accident, Bemis Rd.
   0846 – animal complaint, Tyler
   0902 – welfare check, Denton Rd.
   0940 – larceny from auto, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0953 – civil matter, Brandi Dr.
   1003 – misc. complaint, Paloma Dr.
   1012 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   1033 – 911 welfare check, McBride Ave.
   1128 – suspicious person/vehicle, Republic Dr.
   1128 – malicious destruction of property, Beckley
   1307 – family trouble, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1403 – traffic offense, Belleville Rd.
   1501 – property damage accident, Haggerty/Van 
Born
   1513 – assist other dept., N. Aberdeen
   1553 – family trouble, E. Sadie Ln.
   1557 – lost property/child, Lake Villa Dr.
   1627 – suspicious person/vehicle, Wheeler St.
   1815 – road hazard, Ecorse/I-275
   1818 – misc. complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1831 – follow up by officer, Brandi
   1831 – suicidal person, Senate St.
   1841 – fraud, Jackson St.
   1933 – vehicle lockout, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2036 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service
   2215 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
Wednesday, March 9:
   0245 – warrant arrest, St. Joseph’s

   0259 – larceny from auto, Sumpter Rd.
   0748 – domestic, McKinley St.
   0805 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   0834 – trespassing, Haggerty Rd.
   0907 – domestic, Bentley Dr.
   0911 – assist other dept., Haggerty Rd.
   0926 – 911 welfare check, Belleville/Yost
   1132 – mental subject, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1220 – parking complaint, Jackson St.
   1341 – intrusion alarm, Forestdale Dr.
   1342 – animal complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1342 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1344 – welfare check, S. I-94 Service/Haggerty
   1408 – malicious destruction of property, Lake Villa 
Dr.
   1440 – welfare check, Cedarhurst Dr.
   1641 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   1745 – misc. complaint, Rickman Dr.
   1822 – traffic offense, Belleville Rd.
   1823 – assist other dept., Kirkridge Park Dr.
   1836 – suspicious person/vehicle, Haggerty Rd.
   1846 – assist fire dept., Belleville Rd.
   1906 – traffic offense, Hannan Rd./Ecorse Rd.
   1918 – malicious destruction of property, Salem Ct.
   2102 – fight, Parkwood Dr.
   2246 – traffic offense, Haggerty Rd./Riggs Rd.
   2331 – motorist assist, Belleville Rd./Brookview
Thursday, March 10:
   0229 – suspicious person/vehicle, Landmark
   0246 – domestic, Holly Ln.
   0517 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   0719 – vehicle lock out, Belleville Rd.
   0756 – property damage accident, Sumpter/Bemis
   0945 – animal complaint, Jeremy Rd.
   1023 – larceny, W. Huron River Dr.
   1025 – assist other dept., Hoeft Rd.
   1058 – civil matter, Brandi Dr.
   1333 – assist other dept., Belleville
   1502 – personal injury accident, Haggerty/I-94
   1519 – welfare check, Rose Blvd.
   1541 – threat, Haggerty Rd.
   1541 – larceny from auto, Belleville Rd.
   1627 – property damage accident, Ecorse Rd.
   1635 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   1657 – fight, Belleville Rd.
   1735 – misc. complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1737 – family trouble, Robbe Rd.
   1839 – trespassing, Salem Ct.
   1900 – threat, Maple Dr.
   1948 – Menards property check, Belleville Rd.
   2300 – noise complaint, Maple Dr.
   2318 – welfare check, Holly Ln.
Friday, March 11:
   0044 – animal complaint, Denton Rd.
   0149 – missing person, Freedom Way
   0424 – larceny from auto, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   0746 – personal injury accident, rest area
   0813 – animal complaint, Western St.
   0849 – property damage accident, Wildflower Ct. / 
Wheatgrass Ln.
   0959 – animal complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1054 – assist other dept., S. Bellridge Dr.
   1108 – mental subject, Tyler Rd.
   1127 – parking complaint, Solitude Ln./E. Walden
   1200 – animal complaint, Birch Dr.
   1224 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1243 – larceny from auto, Westlake Cir.
   1307 – intrusion alarm, W. Huron River Dr.
   1508 – welfare check, S. I-94 Service/Belleville
   1548 – property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. / 
Crossroads
   1650 – civil matter, Bentley Dr.
   1716 – domestic, Haggerty Rd.
   1751 – larceny, Parkwood Dr.
   1855 – breaking & entering, Andover Dr.
   2052 – assist other dept., Sumpter Rd.
   2134 – misc. complaint, Hull Rd./Martinsville Rd.
   2333 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
Saturday, March 12:
   0014 – suspicious person/vehicle, N. I-94 Service
   0117 – disorderly, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0139 – 911 welfare check, W. Sadie Ln.
   0243 – disorderly, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0310 – assist other dept., S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0505 – assist other dept., E. Main St.
   0532 – intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
   0702 – larceny from auto, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0705 – civil matter, S. Bellridge Dr.
   0740 – animal complaint, Parkwood Dr.
   0834 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   0853 – road hazard, Belleville Rd./N. I-94 Service
   0953 – civil matter, Haggerty Rd.
   1129 – threat, Kirkridge Park Dr.

   1205 – vehicle lockout, Quirk Rd.
   1217 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
E. I-94
   1243 – civil matter, Bradley Dr.
   1301 – narcotics crime, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1415 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1527 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   1822 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   1840 – personal injury accident, EB Michigan Ave. 
/ bypass
   1921 – suspicious person/vehicle, Holly Ln.
   2012 – harassment call, Tyler Rd.
   2154 – noise complaint, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   2306 – intrusion alarm, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2338 – suspicious person/vehicle, Ecorse/Edwards
   2340 – assist citizen, Westlake Cir.
   2352 – property damage accident, Haggerty Rd. / E. 
Huron River Dr.
Also on this week’s log are 73 traffic stops, six of 
which were on the I-94 freeway.

Sunday, March 6:
   1824 – neighbor trouble, Carmell St.
   1954 – traffic stop, Main St./Second St.
   1956 – traffic stop, Second St./Charles Ct.
   1957 – traffic stop, Second St./Charles Ct.
Monday, March 7:
   0413 – intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
   0504 – traffic stop, Third St./N. Liberty
   0820 – juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   0933 – harassment call, Menlo Park Dr.
   1046 – harassment call, Anaheim St.
   1639 – assault & battery, Owen St.
   1647 – intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
Tuesday, March 8:
   0129 – property check, Owen St.
   0429 – assist other dept., Sumpter Rd.
   0754 – juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   0830 – traffic stop, Main St./High St.
   1106 – parking complaint, Harbour Pointe Dr.
   1124 – property check, W. Columbia Ave.
   1149 – traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave./South St.
   1509 – trespassing, N. Aberdeen Ct.
   1727 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
   1811 – traffic stop, Main St./Fifth St.
   1828 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
   1854 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
Wednesday, March 9:
   0821 – juvenile complaint, Henry St.
   0843 – suspicious person/vehicle, Santa Clara St.
   0947 – 911 welfare check, Menlo Park Dr.
   1128 – suspicious person/vehicle, Main St.
   1646 – sexual assault, Owen St.
   1819 – property damage accident, Main St./Fifth
Thursday, March 10:
   0848 – breaking & entering, S. Industrial Pk. Dr.
   1338 – domestic, Loza Ln.
   1438 – disorderly, Loza Ln.
   2121 – traffic stop, Main St./Roys St.
   2251 – traffic stop, South St./E. Wabash Ave.
Friday, March 11:
   0411 – traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./S. Liberty
   0504 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1140 – traffic stop, Belleville Rd./Harmony Ln.
   1235 – traffic stop, High St./Main St.
   1332 – traffic stop, High St./Edison Ave.
   1407 – assault & battery, W. Columbia Ave.
   1423 – intrusion alarm, E. Huron River Dr.
   1426 – larceny from auto, N. Aberdeen Ct.
   1527 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
   1540 – property damage accident, Main St.
   1608 – traffic stop, Church St./Second St.
   1631 – traffic stop, Church St./Second St.
   1811 – traffic stop, Main St./Third St.
   1940 – traffic stop, Main St./Third St.
   1956 – traffic stop, Main St./Second St.
   2108 – traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./Wexford
   2143 – traffic stop, Main St.
Saturday, March 12:
   0423 – suspicious person/vehicle, Menlo Park Dr.
   0503 – intrusion alarm, Main St.
   0753 – suspicious person/vehicle, Carmell St.
   0814 – domestic, Dos Rios St.
   1124 – suspicious person/vehicle, Menlo Park Dr.
   1233 – welfare check, N. Liberty St.
   2043 – traffic stop, N. Liberty St./Fifth St.
   2109 – traffic stop, Savage Rd./Sheldon Rd.
   2116 – traffic stop, Savage Rd./Victorian Ln.

Sunday, March 6:
   0001 – disorderly person, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0305 – assault, 46000 bl. Harris Rd.
   0615 – suspicious circumstance, Rustic Ln.
   0705 – fire dept. assist, First St.
   0747 – fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1346 – 911 hang up, 23000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1411 – alarm, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1551 – neighbor dispute, 19000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
Monday, March 7:
   0104 – noise complaint, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0526 – suspicious circumstance, Delaware Rd.
   0856 – civil matter, 23000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   0959 – mental health call, 39000 bl Willis Rd.
   1241 – 911 hang up, 39000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1527 – welfare check, Edgewood Dr.
   1609 – larceny, Idaho St.
   1633 – suspicious circumstance, 45000 bl. Willis
   1829 – assault, Country Club Blvd.
   1832 – suspicious person, 29000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2038 – 911 hang up, 22000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   2056 – disorderly person, 23000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
Tuesday, March 8:
   0412 – fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln.
   1334 – follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   1444 – follow-up investigation, Rustic Ln.
   1549 – suspicious vehicle, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1724 – suspicious person, 29000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1840 – property damage accident, Willow Rd. / 
Sherwood Rd.
   2347 – warrant arrest, Will Carleton Rd.
   2350 – assault, Brookview Dr.
Wednesday, March 9:
   0912 – family trouble, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1420 – citizen assist, Rustic Ln.
   1853 – fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln.
   1915 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1929 – family trouble, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2002 – suspicious circumstance, 25000 bl. Sumpter 
Rd.
   2255 – suspicious circumstance, Redwood St.
Thursday, March 10:
   0100 – family trouble, 17000 bl. Savage Rd.
   0236 – fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   0302 – citizen assist, Rawsonville Rd./Bemis Rd.
   1116 – fire dept. assist, Magnolia St.
   1404 – animal complaint, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1422 – animal complaint, 41000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1656 – 911 hang up, 48000 bl. Willow Rd.
   2045 – juvenile complaint, Creekside Dr.
   2054 – traffic complaint/hazard, 44000 bl. Willis
   2156 – noise complaint, Timberlane Dr.
   2355 – citizen assist, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
Friday, March 11:
   1553 – neighbor dispute, 10000 bl. Rawsonville
   1856 – 911 hang up, 41000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2008 – family trouble, New Mexico St.
   2046 – juvenile complaint, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2157 – property damage accident, Martinsville Rd. 
/ Willis Rd.
   2215 – follow-up investigation, 20000 bl. 
Martinsville Rd.
   2357 – alarm, 44000 bl. Willow Rd.
Saturday, March 12:
   0104 – welfare check, Rustic Ln.
   0455 – fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   0615 – 911 hang up, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   0734 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Fenster Dr.
   0803 – 911 hang up, 18000 bl. Savage Rd.
   0953 – suspicious circumstance, 10000 bl. 
Rawsonville Rd.
   1924 – 911 hang up, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   2035 – family trouble, 47000 bl. Willow Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 147 patrol checks, 77 
traffic stops, and five misc. details.

   2154 – traffic stop, Main St./Third St.
   2229 – traffic stop, Tuscan Manor
   2312 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave./Church
There are 30 traffic stops on this week’s log.
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Things to do in the
Belleville area...

with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

36 Main Street
Downtown Belleville
734-697-4485

Walk Ins & Appointments

Denny’s Barber Shop &

Gift CertifiCates available!

Are You
Looking For

A New Barber 
Or Stylist?

Give US A TrY!
Like Us On

HAirCUTS
$995

With hott hair Coupon. ExpirEs 3/31/2022

TREE SERVICE, INC.
Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning • Brush Removal

Stump Grinding

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com

Don’t Wait Until the l ast MinUte!
Spring Tune-upS STarTing aT $40*

*Mention Ad

JRs small EnginE REpaiR
Lawn Mowers, TracTors, TiLLers, chaisaws, eTc.

jrsmallengine@comcast.net Jr chapMan, owner

14225 oakviLLe waLTz

wiLLis, Mi 48191

(734) 564-2039

Pick-UP
& Delivery

$60
 local

   Milton Pharmacy at 248 Main St. in 
downtown Belleville is doing a BOGO 
free sale on all over-the-counter items 
during the months of March and April 
when you mention the code “MiltonRX” 
at the register. Owner and Pharmacist June 
Milton offers medication consultations, 
immunizations, pet meds, easy prescription 
transfer, and free medication delivery. 
Business hours are Monday through Friday, 
9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Saturdays from 10 
a.m. to 2 p.m. Follow them on Instagram 
and Facebook for specials and updates. Be 
sure to see their ad in today’s paper and call 
(734) 391-0190.

***
   Residents living in and around the 
Belleville community can learn about 
their risk for cardiovascular disease, 
osteoporosis, diabetes, and other chronic, 
serious conditions with affordable 
screenings by Life Line Screening. The 
Van Buren Eagles on Beck Road will 
host these screenings on March 29. The 
screenings can check for vascular health, 
cholesterol levels, diabetes, bone density, 
kidney and thyroid function, and more. 
Special package pricing starts at $159 
and a simple consultation can customize 
a package that is right for you, based on 
your age and risk factors. Pre-registration 
is required. Call 877-237-1354 and visit 
www.lifelinescreening.com. Be sure to 
check out their flyer inserted into today’s 
paper. 

***
   Van Buren Eagles on Beck Road will 
be holding a St. Patrick’s Day dinner on 
Thursday, March 17, from 5 p.m. until 
all the food is gone. Dinners are $15 each 
and will give you a plate of corned beef, 
cabbage, carrots, potatoes, rutabagas, 
bread, and butter. The Eagles also will be 
holding a Chili Cook-off on Saturday, April 
2, beginning at 5:30 p.m. with judging 
at 6:30 p.m. Chili contest entries are for 
members only, however the general public 
is invited for the tasting after the judging. 

Get five chili samples for $5. Cash prizes 
are offered. Chili entry is $10. Call Jim 
Foley at (734) 536-1941.

***
  The newspaper welcomes some new 
advertisers to our pages this week, 
including Scharp Blades LLC, a local 
lawncare business with over 10 years of 
experience, who will provide free estimates 
for residential and smaller commercial 
businesses. Owner Keith Scharp prides 
himself on offering the best customer 
service in the industry. To learn more or to 
schedule an estimate, call (734) 985-8719 
and see his business card ad in today’s 
paper.

***
   Jeff Barnett of Barnett Roofing and 
Siding, Inc. has announced his latest 
incentives with the purchase of new roofing 
and siding this season, where you’ll get 
2021 prices for complete roof and siding 
installation through April 30, along with 
their CertainTeed 4-Star warranty on full 
roof replacements. Ask how you can also 
receive a free $250 Cabela’s Gift Card. 
See their ad in today’s paper and call (734) 
397-8122. Visit www.barnettroofing.com.

***
   The Belleville Area District Library will 
be holding “Michigan Saves” at 7 p.m., 
Wednesday, March 23. It’s a free program 
where homeowners can learn how to 
improve their home’s energy efficiency by 
finding the perfect clean energy contractor 
when it comes to heating and cooling, air 
sealing systems, insulation, appliances, and 
more. Call (734) 699-3291. The library is 
also gearing up for its official open house, 
building dedication, and ribbon-cutting on 
April 9, from 1 to 3 p.m. The event will 
also feature refreshments, live music, and 
activities for children. See their display ads 
for these events in today’s paper. 

***
Do you have a business item you would like 
to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych at 
734-699-9020.

   • Thursday, March 17 – St. Patrick’s 
Day dinner at the Van Buren Eagles #3996, 
9961 Beck Rd., Van Buren Township, 
serving from 5 to 8 p.m. or until gone. 
Menu: corned beef, cabbage, carrots, 
potatoes, rutabagas, bread & butter. Cost: 
$15.
  • Thursday through Saturday, March 
24 -26 – Belleville High School hosts the 
2022 FIRST Robotics competition. Open 
to the public without charge. Thursday is 
registration for 39 other schools and BHS. 
Friday and Saturday is competition.
   • Saturday, April 2 – Chili Cook-off at 
Van Buren Eagles #3996, 9961 Beck Rd., 
Van Buren Township. Judging at 6:30 p.m. 
Public welcome for testing after judging 
($1 each test), but only members can enter 
contest. Questions? Call Jim Foley at (734) 
536-1941.
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#36 RANKED FORD
DEALERship

IN THE NATION
FOR 2021 

THANK YOU!

Call us:
(734) 697-9161

SHOP OnlINE:
www.atchinson.net

9800 Belleville Rd.,
Belleville, MI 48111

BELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKE

VACANT VENETIAN 1/2 ACRE LOT $60,000
VACANT LOUISA “DREAM LOT” $70,000

7 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS
AND MARTINSVILLE. PRICED $50,000
TO $60,000 EACH. BUILD YOUR DREAM

41530 SAVAGE 30AC VAN BUREN $349,999

44194 ROBSON,VAN BUREN.81AC $44,000

HURON TWP VAC CLARK .74 AC $40,000
HURON TWP VAC ASH .87 ACRES $55,000HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN $70,000

BELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKE

COMMERCIAL CORNER OFECORSE &
WAYNE ROMULUS 4.27ACRES $1,000,000

GLENN SILVENIS
www.MrSold.com

418Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000

Office (734) 699-4000email: mrsold@mrsold.com
website: mrsold.com

CROSSROADS III

ONE 12+ ACRE PARCELAT $120,000 NEAR
CORNER WEAR AND HAGGERTY

WAYNE RD COM ZONE 1.48 AC $149,000 KARR RD 10 ACRES 663 FRONT $100,000
KARR RD 20 ACRES ZONED AG $200,000

TORREY 2.48 AC PERC +SURVEY $39,000

HURON TWP VAC CLARK 1.14 AC $50,000

BELLEVILLE LAKE

5855COLF, EXETERTOWNSHIP

NEEDS WORK

6366COLORADO, ROMULUS

6 ACRES & 5 BEDROOMS

LARGE HOME with Premuim Lafada Kitchen,
Hardwood Floors, Granite, Ceramic and Quarry
Tile Baths. 5 Bedrooms, 3 1/2 Baths, New Roof-
2020 and 90+ Furnace. 2 1/2 carGarage. $450,000

10479 BEMIS, YPSILANTI TOWNSHIP

MOSTAFFORDABLE

1705 LONDON, LINCOLN PARK

545HIGH STREET, BELLEVILLE

21807 TELEGRAPH, BROWNSTOWN

EXPERIENCEUNDISTURBEDLAKESIDE
MORNINGS. Updated 3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath
Home. Living Room w/Fireplace, Hardwood
Floors, Full Basement 2 1/2 Car Garage $349,900

BELLEVILLERESIDENTIALLOTS 3LOTS
ONE PRICE. TOTALING .41 ACRES WITH
CITYWATERANDSEWERATSTREET. SIDE-
WALKS IN AND SOME VIEWS OF
BELLEVILLE LAKE $60,000

AMost Affordable Lincoln Park Home.. 3 Bed-
rooms, 1 1/2 Baths and Partially Finished Base-
ment. 12x18 Three Seasons Room, Large 2 1/2
Car Detached Garage Double Lot $119,500

47677 N SHORE , VAN BUREN
5,920 SQUARE FOOT Belleville Lake Estate.
3Br, 31/2 Ba, 1st Fl Master, Library, Fireplace,
Sunroom, Basement. 200 Ft Lakefront, 1 Acre. One
of the Finest Parcels Available $950,000.

ENJOYBELLEVILLE LAKE

LOTS TO SEE

1 ACRE + POLE BARN

2057MOELLER, YPSILANTI TWP

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

Top 1% ofAll Realtors in the
US 2015 -2020 Real Trends
Prior #1, #2 and #3 RE/MAX
Agent SoutheasternMichigan
MayorCity of Belleville
1987-1995

DO NOT BE OVERCHARGED - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES - NO COMPLIANCE FEES - NO JUNK FEES

1,382 SQUARE FOOT RANCH with 3 Bed-
rooms, 2 Baths, Family Room, Living Room,
Breezway and Large Garage Flexible Town Cen-
ter Zoning. Residential +Many uses. $189,900.

LARGE BRICK RANCH 3 Bedrooms, 1 1/2
Baths, Large Family Room, Newer Wallside
Windows, New Roof, Large Pole Barn with 3
Lots on over 1 Acre. $275,000

LOTS TO SEE! Large 1,854 SqFt Ranch with
New Carpet & Floor Coverings, Open Kitchen,
Fireplace, Sun Room, 2 1/2 Car Attached Ga-
rage, Pole Barn, Paved Street &More. $259,900

9000OAKVILLEWALTZ,AUGUSTATWP

CAPERNALL CARLETON 7.99 AC$75,000

MOVERIGHT IN! Affordable 4,000 Square
Foot Exeter Township Church. This is a beau-
tiful building both inside and out and no dis-
appointments here. A must see at $195,000

14000 PEBBLECREEKPLYMOUTHTWP
$1,000,000 AREA 1.32 ACRES $295,000 1163 ROULO WATER AND SEWER $45,000

6717MIDDLEBELT, ROMULUS
AFFORDABLE HOME with Excellent Curb
Appeal. 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath plus Basement Bath
Prep. 90+ Furnace, 2 1/2 Car Detached Garage,
Large Yard and Zoned M-1. $110,000

AFFORDABLE -ZONEDM-1

3ACRECOMMERCIALCORNERSUMPTER
AND WILLOW A very smart buy at $150,000

PENDING PENDING PENDINGPENDING

AMOST AFFORDABLE 2 BedroomOne Bath
Ranch. Selling As Is and a Perfect House to Up-
date or for a Great Rental. Corner Lot $80,000
CASH ONLY.


