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Helen Lyson was pushed around Washington by her daughter Jane Vesche during the 
Rosie the Riveters daylong trip.

The group posed for a photo at the Capitol building.

Helen Lyson, 90, joins 
Rosie the Riveters on 
flight to Washington

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Helen Lyson, 90, chaperoned by her 
daughter Jane Vesche, joined 42 other 
Rosie the Riveters in an Honor Flight to 
Washington, D.C. on March 22.
   Lyson said that morning the 43 Rosies, 
their escorts, and more than 62 members 
of the media flew out of Metro Airport on 
a Delta flight.
   Lyson was one of the original Rosie the 
Riveters, women who worked the factories 
during World War II, producing munitions 
and war supplies critical to an Allied 

VBT DDA to 
prepare grant for 
pedestrian walk

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Van Buren Township Downtown 
Development Authority, at its March 22 
regular meeting, unanimously approved 
having Wade Trim engineers prepare a 
grant application for funds for a pedestrian 
bridge over I-94 along Belleville Road.
   The Southeastern Michigan Council of 
Governments’ grant deadline is May 2 and 
so the DDA directed Wade Trim to prepare 
the TAP Grant application and bring it to the 
DDA’s April 26 meeting for a final decision 
on whether it should be submitted.
   “Don’t apply if you don’t want to do the 
project,” said Dave Nummer of Wade Trim. 
“You don’t want to win a grant and turn it 
down. It’s the last grant you’ll get.”
   DDA member Ron Blank had misgivings 
about the project, estimated at $2 million 
in total cost.
   The grant request would probably be 
for $300,000-$400,000, with 60-70% 
matching funds from the DDA.
   He said he would have felt better about 
the bridge if more DDA members were at 
the meeting to discuss the details. Five of 
11 members were absent. He also wanted 
input from the township’s public safety 
department.
   Blank said the cost is a phenomenal 
amount of money, but he doesn’t want to 
feel guilty about people being in danger 
while walking or biking over the freeway 
on Belleville Road.
   “I want to be able to say to people out on 
the street: I made an informed decision,” 
Blank said.
   Supervisor Linda Combs and former 
Supervisor Helen Foster, both DDA 
members, said they supported the pedestrian 
bridge for safety reasons and also because 
the DDA is working on walkability within 
the district.
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BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

« CHIMNEYS BUILT -
     REPAIRED & CLEANED

« SCREENS INSTALLED

« TUCK POINTING

« ROOFING & GUTTERS

« RESIDENTIAL

« COMMERCIAL

« VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

Enroll in Our Summer Program

Belleville 
Child Care

For children ages 22 to 12 years.
We offer:
   Pre-School
   2 Directors
  We Accept DHS
  No Registration Fee

38 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.
Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

734-697-4523
41505 S. I-94 Service Drive
Belleville, Michigan 48111

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

60 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
Open 7 Days 6am – 11pm • (734) 697-3033

SAM’S PLACE
FAMILY DINING

BAI

• Try Our Delicious Homemade Stir Frys,
   Greek Salads, Stuffed Cabbage,
   Perogies & Other Polish Combos
• All You Can Eat Fish  – $9.99 Everyday
• Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

BAI

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person
Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 

Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 4/30/2016

$5 OFF
From 11am – 10pm Everyday
Any Purchase of $25 or More
Dine-in only. With coupon. Not valid with 

any other offer. One coupon per visit. One 
coupon per table. Expires 4/30/2016

10% OFF
Minimum $4.50 Purchase

Entire
Bill

BAI

Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may 
not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 4/30/2016

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person

BAI

Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 
Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 4/30/2016

Advertise Today!
Buy 3 Ads, Get 1 FREE!
Call our Advertising Manager
Bob Mytych Today! 734-699-9020

Quality Home
Maintenance Service

Belleville, MI 48111

Licensed
Insured www.AQHMS.com

Rick Smith
Electrician

Builder
734-968-4509

Kitchens & Baths • Interior & Exterior Painting • Additions
Basements • Decks • Pole Barns • Docks • Concrete

29 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

SCHEDULE NOW
Get 10% Off Indoor Work

During Spring Months!

Air Temperature
Control Heating
& Cooling Inc.

SERVICE CALLS $49.95

SERVICING ALL MAKES & MODELS.
FURNACE  A/C

GENERATORS & ELECTRICAL SERVICE
HUMIDIFIERS  HOT WATER TANKS

Licensed & Insured.

734-697-8288
OVER 35 YEARS EXPERIENCE!
12 Months Same As Cash 

Financing.
www.atcheatingandcooling.com

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass
Motorcycle

& Watercraft
734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

James Chudzinski
Owner
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

See
us
on TRAINED
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VBT DDA
(continued from page 1)

   At the March 22 meeting, Dave Nummer, 
Matt Stacey, and traffic engineer Lori 
Pawlik, all of Wade Trim, presented a 20-
page feasibility study, a draft report, on a 
proposed pedestrian bridge over I-94 on 
the east side of Belleville Road.
   Using various methods they suggested 
32 people a day on average use the bridge 
either on foot or on bicycles. Stacey said 
that is expected to rise to just shy of 80 a 
day by pedestrians and bicycles after the 
bridge is built.
   “If we build it, they will come,” predicted 
DDA chairman Craig Atchinson.
   Stacey said Michigan’s Iron Belle Trail is 
a set of two trails, one for hiking and one 
for walking, that will span the state from 
Belle Isle State Park in Detroit to Ironwood 
in the Upper Peninsula. The hiking trail will 
be routed through Van Buren Township 
and the city of Belleville. Two options for 
the route are currently being considered: 
Either via Huron River Drive/Columbia 
Avenue or via Denton Road. Either option 
will bring non-motorized travel through 
VBT and the city of Belleville, he said.
   “A pedestrian bridge is a potential 
opportunity to provide a connection from 
commercial area north of I-94 on Belleville 
Road and south to the Iron Belle Trail,” the 
report said.
   The report showed three pedestrian 
and three bicycle injury accidents over 
ten years, 2006-2015, in the area from 
Harmony Lane to the I-94 North Service 
Drive.
   “The number of people is not important 
for the grant,” Pawlik said. “It’s the safety 
issue.”
   Chairman Atchinson said the pedestrian 
bridge over I-94 at Quirk Road was built 
in the late 1980s. That bridge is just a half 
mile west of the proposed new bridge.
   Foster said that bridge was built because 
“children were killed.”
   The study shows people are not walking 
west to cross the freeway safely with 
that bridge and take the most direct route 
for them by walking along the edge of 
Belleville Road, a dangerous path.
   Blank said they need a fuller board at 
the next meeting to make this important 
decision. And, it would be nice to hear 
what residents think of the project.
   In other business at the 74-minute meeting 
on March 22 the DDA:
   • Approved advertising for a request 
for proposals for Architectural Design 
and Construction Management Services 
for the DDA PlaceMaking Initiative on 
property owned by the DDA at 10101 and 
10151 Belleville Road. The property was 
originally purchased in 1900 by Herbert 
and Rose Harris, some of the early African 
American settlers in VBT. Two structures 

will be removed, re-side two structures and 
renovate three structures. It is intended the 
main structure can be used to hold DDA 
meetings and provide DDA office area. 
The work is intended to preserve some of 
the township heritage and be a place for 
enjoyment of the general public;
   • Approved joining the International 
Council of Shopping Centers at a cost of 
$100 per year;
   • Heard Executive Director Susan 
Ireland report that all the Belleville Road 
streetlights had been repaired and seem 
to be working properly. (A few days later 
a vehicle knocked down a lightpole and 
damaged the fence near Harmony Lane.); 
and
   • Heard Assistant Director Lisa 
Lothringer that they will meet March 
23 to select sculptures to lease for a year 
along Belleville Road in conjunction with 
the Belleville DDA’s project. She said 
sculptures will be put at the triangle at 
Quirk Road, near McDonald’s/Taco Bell, 
near Walgreen’s, and at Belle Tire.

   The Yankee Air Museum is inviting 
everyone to its 21st-annual Bomber 
Buffing.
   The historic World War II Boeing B-17 
heavy bomber “Yankee Lady” and North 
American B-25 medium bomber “Yankee 
Warrior” are on the west side of Willow Run 
Airport, in Hangar 1, Bay 8 and need their 
aluminum skin polished to a high gloss.
   Winter inspections and maintenance are 
complete, the planes have been washed and 
this is the last step in preparing for the 2016 
flying and air show season.  It’s a springtime 

21st-annual Bomber Buffing event coming Saturday, April 9
tradition at the Museum.
   There is no cost to participate in this 
event that runs from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. on 
Saturday, April 9.
   Fueling the event, a Marco’s Pizza luncheon 
will be served for everyone buffing a plane. 
People are encouraged to bring plenty of 
clean, soft rags. Mothers Polishes, Waxes 
and Cleaners, Inc. has donated plenty of 
aluminum polish for people to use.
   “These planes are aviation rock stars and 
people of all ages come out every April 
to get up close and polish them,” said 
Ray Hunter, chairman of the Yankee Air 
Museum Board of Directors. Believe me, 
it’s a big help to our flight crew.” 
   Hunter says this polishing party is 
especially meaningful because 2016 is the 
30th Anniversary of Yankee Air Museum’s 
purchase of the B-17, for $250,000.  Today, 
Yankee Lady is one of only ten B-17s still 
flying and one of only five on which people 
can take a ride. 
   “We are continually working on our 
aircraft,” added Hunter. “Every year there 
are specific restoration projects on various 
areas of the planes to keep them in award-
winning condition. This is important to us 
as a Museum that honors Veterans, and 
educates their children and grandchildren 
about the role of aviation in protecting 
America’s freedom.” 
   Hunter said most people only get to see 
planes like this flying overhead occasionally 
or on display behind ropes. He says the 
Yankee Air Museum wants people to be able 
to touch the aircraft and feel the excitement 
of getting them ready to fly. 
   “There’s an added attraction this year, 

the Douglas C-47 Skytrain and our Waco 
biplane will be offering rides, weather 
permitting,” said Kevin Walsh, YAM 
Executive Director. “The Museum has 
been offering affordable air tours in these 
airplanes since late last year and for many, 
they have become the perfect entry level to 
vintage aircraft flying.” 
   In planning the Bomber Buffing event, the 
Museum staff always work to make sure the 
event is appealing to the whole family.
   “Let’s face it, it’s hard to compete with 
these cool planes, but we have added a 
separate event under the same roof in the 
next bay called the Detroit Aviation and 
Airline Collectibles Show,” Walsh said.
   According to Walsh, the collectibles 
show will feature Yankee Air Museum 
logo merchandise and dealers of airline 
memorabilia will be selling their specialties, 
as well. Walsh says that with the rich history 
of early airline development at Willow Run, 
this show is a natural attraction.  
   Yankee Air Museum security volunteers 
will be on hand to help direct free parking 
and access to the Bomber Buffing.
   Hangar 1 is on the northwest side of 
the airfield. Follow the road signs for 
west and south access to Willow Run 
Airport to get to Hangar 1.  Entry will be 
through the door under the awning of M2 
Aircraft Management, Willow Run Airport, 
Hangar 1, 801 Kirk Profit Drive, Ypsilanti, 
Michigan 48198.
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   So far, the following people in Van Buren 
Township have submitted petitions for the 
Aug. 2 election: Leon Wright for clerk, 
Phil Hart for supervisor, Reggie Miller and 
Jeff Jahr for trustees, and Sharry Budd for 
treasurer.
   In Sumpter Township only John Morgan 
has officially filed for reelection as 
supervisor. I’ve been told the whole board 
plans to run for reelection and members are 
circulating petitions.
   The deadline for filing petitions for the 
August election is 4 p.m. April 19.

***
   We received a check from the Friends of 
the Belleville Area District Library. They 
must have received a new batch of checks 
because at the top it now reads: “Friends 
of the B.A.D. Library.” Made me wonder 
if they’ll get new checks printed once a 
brand-new library is built – like Friends of 
the GOOD Library.

***
   On Easter Monday my dog Jessie died 
after fighting bladder cancer for months. I 
will miss her a lot.
   She came to me as a puppy from Friends 
of Michigan Animals Rescue more than 
10 years ago and had been my buddy ever 
since.

***
   I watched a court case recently at 34th 
District Court in which an airline pilot 
testified how he was so drunk after a flight 
that he fell asleep with a stranger in his hotel 
room in Romulus and when he woke up his 
flight bag was gone, with all the maps and 
charts and iPad, etc.
   Romulus Police caught the guy, who 
was seen on surveillance tape dumping the 
flight bag in a dumpster behind a hotel. The 

pilot got his stuff back and the suspect was 
charged with a second theft that night. In the 
other theft, he allegedly held a knife to the 
throat of a guy he had been drinking with.
   Then, early this week, we hear about 
another drunken pilot (not the same one) 
who was arrested when he was already in 
the cockpit of an airliner at Metro, getting 
ready to take off.
   All this is to say: Wow. I’m sure flying is 
stressful and a pilot needs a drink now and 
then, but this is getting to be scary.

***
   We’re told Flop E. Bunny drew a large 
crowd of children to Victory Park in 
Belleville on Saturday and the weather 
was chilly, but nice. Kids had a great time 
playing in the straw that was strewn around 
to hide the treasures.
   Easter Sunday was sunny and warm and 
we’re all looking forward to continued 
spring weather, although our winter wasn’t 
that cold this year.

***
   The University of Michigan women’s 
rowing team hosted an event on Belleville 
Lake last weekend. Michigan, Indiana, and 
Michigan State competed in four racing 
segments of 3,000 meters each on Friday. 
On Saturday the crews did two 1,500 meter 
races.
   Michigan’s “1V8” crew won each racing 
segment in the non-scoring events.
   The next UM event is Saturday, April 
2, where its teams will race Virginia and 
Clemson in Columbus, OH.

***
   Katie Dallos, director of the Belleville 
Area Museum, is among those focused on 
the 1867 Riggs house at the corner of East 
Huron River Drive and Martinsville Road 
that is scheduled for demolition by Van 
Buren Township.
   Dallos is asking them 
to save the corbels that 
decorate the roofs so 
they can be exhibited at 
the museum as part of 
the township’s history. 
The insurance money 
from the barn fire 
behind the house is being used to demolish 
the house.
   Dallos was contacted by Cathy Luke 
of Van Buren Township whose 10-year-
old daughter Samantha is a budding 
photographer and took pictures of the 
house and the corbels. Cathy said she’s not 
asking for the whole house to be saved, just 
the corbels besides the old brick the board 
members are trying to save to construct a 
sign or something.
   At one point the house was going to be 
used as part of a mini Greenfield Village 
where old houses from the township would 
be moved to preserve them for history’s 
sake. A new roof was put on the house and a 
crew came out to tend to the asbestos. Then 
it was neglected for years. Now, it’s to be 
demolished. Go figure. Depends who’s in 
office, I guess. 

Editorial

VBT coal tar ban 
put under scrutiny
   The head of a national group supporting 
the use of coal tar in driveway sealing said 
she will be at today’s 7 p.m. meeting in Van 
Buren Township.
   The township has invited local contractors 
who do driveway and parking lot sealing to 
a workshop at township hall. Officials said 
they plan to explain the new VBT ordinance 
banning the PAHs in coal tar. PAHs have 
been said to cause cancer.
   The workshop is to spell out the new rules 
to contractors and give them information 
on what other products they can use and 
where to get them to make VBT a safer 
community.
   Not so fast, says the Pavement Coatings 
Technology Council of Alexandria, VA. 
It accuses VBT of using faulty evidence 
to enact the ban and want it repealed. The 
council has a list of studies that says coal 
tar is safe.
   VBT has already passed the ordinance and 
it can’t be repealed at this workshop, so a 
debate is not on the agenda.
   VBT has relied on retired university 
professor Dave Wilson and his colleague 
in the Huron River Watershed Council, 
Rebecca Esselman, for its evidence, also 
from many sources including the U.S. 
Geological Survey.
   Officials at the city of Belleville and 
Sumpter Township may be watching this 
carefully. Dr. Wilson gave a talk on coal 
tar to the Sumpter Township Planning 
Commission and on the same night VBT 
Environmental Commission president David 
Brownlee addressed Belleville planners. No 
action yet in either place.
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Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Anais Nin

"Life shrinks or expands in
proportion to one's courage."
“The best and most beautiful things in the 

world cannot be seen or even touched - they 
must be felt with the heart.”

-- Helen Keller 

Pleasing You, Pleases Us

734-325-7799
Members & Qualified Guests

Belleville Family Center # 934
45476 Harris Road
Belleville, MI 48111
bellevillemoose.com

moose934@yahoo.com

Weekday & Weekend Rates

Bartending Service Provided -
Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff!

Free Wi-Fi Hotspot!

Loyal Order of Moose • Women of the Moose • Moose Legion

The Family Fraternity

“Life moves pretty fast. If you don’t 
stop and look around once in a while, 

you could miss it.”
– Ferris Bueller

Thank you to all who 
were there to support us
To the Editor:
   On behalf of William (Bill) Budd’s family, 
I would to thank everyone for being there 
to support us at this time. The beautiful 
flowers, contributions to the scholarship 
fund, food supplied for the family, for 
those who visited the funeral home, and for 
the many cards sent, words cannot express 
our appreciation.
Thank you,
Sharry Budd and family
Van Buren Township

Demolition of Riggs 
house must be stopped!
To the Editor:
   Although I have never been inside the 
Riggs’ home on Huron River Drive, several 
people who have, have related to me how 
charming it was. I was always intrigued by 
the cupola on top.
   I would ask the township officials to 
reconsider their decision to tear down 
this historic building. Surely the many 
thousands set aside for its demolition could 
instead be used to remove the asbestos and 
to restore it. What a pleasant location it 
would then be for small weddings, teas, 
meetings, and so forth.
   As my own family knows, fixing old 
buildings tends to be expensive. Working 
with and through our officials, I propose 
that a fund be set up immediately to aid in 
restoring it.
   Let’s not tear down another piece of our 
history. It can be saved if we work together. 
This demolition must be stopped!

C. Genevieve Riggs
Van Buren Township

Five Savage teachers 
need apologies now!
To the Editor:
   I was raised on a set of World Books, a 
typewriter, and our local library.
   Our children and their five accused 
teachers have access to the internet and 
that’s exactly what our teachers used to 
help their students have more success with 
their M-STEP state test.
   This was a brand-new test the kids took 
on the computer. In fact, their teachers 
used practice sites to explain to the kids 
how to use the test program. They had to 
teach their students how to use a special 
tool bar across the top of the screen that 
had a highlighter, in order to highlight key 

words, and a cross-off button with a big red 
X for the process of elimination strategy. 
The practice site also had activities for 
the kids to use to practice for the M-STEP 
test.
   Our young, top-performing teachers are 
enthusiastic, dedicated, resourceful and 
smart! They were raised to be tech savvy, 
and they know how to use the computer and 
show their kids how to use the computer to 
their advantage. They also motivated their 
students to make the test important. They 
taught their students, “We’re going to beat 
this test.”
   When our five fabulous teachers prepared 
their students with alternative ways to 
solve a problem, as well as many other 
test-taking strategies, their students were 
incredibly well-prepared before ever taking 
their M-STEP test.
   If our young children are required to take 
the standardized tests, then our teachers 
step into action and seize the opportunity 
to teach test-taking strategies.
   These are not calculating, dishonest, 
shrewd teachers. Our five experienced 
teachers did not plot and plan and calculate 
together saying, “Oooooooooh, let’s all 
cheat.” That’s absurd! These teachers are 
kind, caring, sensitive, giving teachers 
working hard to do what’s best for our 
developing children. They should be 
getting applause and compliments for the 
terrific job they did!
   How many times are elementary schools 
lucky enough to have bright, talented, 
stalwart, steady, hard-working male 
elementary teachers who are wonderful 
role-models for our sons and daughters? 
Our Savage children have lost two highly 
talented and dedicated male teachers … 
one permanently, because of our district’s 
toxic climate and the other, who knows? 
He’s been “weathering” our district’s toxic 
climate, but then gets separated from his 
students for over two months because they 
did well on a test, where they prepared 
with diligence. There was no shred of 
proof of wrong-doing, other than high 
scores. Shame on someone’s cynical, 
critical, judgmental, and negative thinking. 
Our five teachers deserve apologies from 
our former superintendent and our school 
board for the black mark attempting to scar 
their career.
   I’ve been involved with this school district 
since 1968 and I have never witnessed 
such intense, horrific mental and emotional 
abuse against teachers in my entire career. 
Our five innocent, accused teachers are 
not the only ones suffering. They’re just 
the current victims – 160 teachers and 14 
administrators quit? That’s just shameful! 
It’s a travesty! This board needs to step up 
to the plate and make this mess right!
   Our whole town knows our teachers are 
not guilty of anything, except caring for 
their students enough that they knocked 
themselves out preparing their students for 
a state test like they’ve never experienced. 
Kudos to all five of our teachers. They 
should be applauded for all of their 
exceptional endearing qualities that made 
them the incredible teachers they’ve 
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Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 6:30pm • Children/Teen/College & Career - 7:00pm
                         Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:15pm (Fall through Spring)
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

VISIT WWW.FRIENDSOFMICHIGAN.ORG 
TO ADOPT, DONATE, AND VOLUNTEER!

WE’RE A/C & TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS!

Thurs. Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone (734) 699-6147   Cell (734) 740-1910

LIBERTY GOSPEL CHURCH
105 N. LIBERTY, BELLEVILLE

Worship in
Spirit & Truth.

HTTP://LIBERTYGOSPELCHURCH.ORG

Sunday Worship  - 10 a.m.
Tuesday Worship  - 7 p.m.
Pastor Bernie Travis

OPEN ARMS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & DAYCARE

7865 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 699-5000

9 a.m. Adult Bible Class  10 a.m. Worship
www.openarmscenter.com

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

(734) 699-3185

409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 697-1211

▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
stanthonybelleville.weconnect.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

LICENSED
INSURED

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 37 YEARS

PHONE 734-476-1098

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

“Real Estate with Real Service”

Roofing & Repairs • Insulation
Serving Belleville and Surrounding Areas.

(734) 753-4905

"Three
Generations
of Roofing"

Licensed and Insured
Since 1966

ROOFING

MarKen, Inc.

“A Place to Belong, A Place to Worship, A Place to Grow in Faith”
Sunday Fellowship 9:00 a.m.  9:30 a.m. Worship

6020 Denton Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 483-2276
www.dentonfaithumc.org

FAITH UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

Save 80% DIVORCE (starting at $75)
You can have confidence with CS&R

PROUDLY PROVIDING QUALITY SERVICE SINCE 1992
Judges say our briefs are “the best briefs they have read”

SSI & DISABILITY CASES

“Helping you to get a fresh start today!”
AAA rated member of the BETTER BUSINESS BUREAU

5 STAR RATING WITH GOOGLE

CS & R DIVORCE & DISABILITY    734-425-1074
28473 WARREN ROAD, GARDEN CITY, MI 48135 (located in the MERCEDES PLAZA)

WEBSITE:  www.GetitDoneWithoutLawyers.com

*   GUARDIANSHIP   *   QUALIFIED DOMESTIC RELATION ORDER
*   TEMPORARY CUSTODY ORDERS  *   POWER OF ATTORNEY / WILLS
*   PARENTING TIME MOTIONS  *   PROBATE / INHERITANCE
*   CHILD SUPPORT MOTIONS  *   ELMINATE BACK CHILD SUPPORT
*   QUIT CLAIM DEEDS   *   Find MISSING PERSONS/SPOUSE

Salvation Army 
rummage sale to earn 
funds for OWLS’ trip
   The public is invited to rent a table or space 
and sell their own stuff at the upcoming 
Salvation Army rummage sale from 10 a.m. 
to 6 p.m., Friday, April 15, at The Salvation 
Army in Plymouth.
   Initially, 13 tables have been reserved and 
they still are accepting table rentals at $20 
each.
   Proceeds from the rummage sale will help 
support the Older, Wiser, Loving Senior 
(OWLS) group. Group members want to take 
an overnight trip to the Creation Museum 
in Petersburg, KY, to see the museum and 
the life-size replica of Noah’s Ark later this 
summer or fall.
   For more information or to reserve a 
table, contact Sandy Kollinger, Volunteer 
and Special Events Coordinator, Plymouth 
Salvation Army, 9451 S. Main St., Plymouth, 
(734) 453-5464, MiSalPlymouth.org  .

FREE ESTIMATES! 697-1777
Call Charles "Toby" Leis - anytime

Licensed Master Plumber
#81-10257 "Insured"

Certified Back Flow Cross
Connection Inspector
& Testing

C.A.L. Plumbing & Heating
"Quality and Service you can depend on"
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Obituaries

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com
Read The Newspaper 

On The Web!

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager   Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

James L. Higgerson / Manager           Beverly E. Neal / Director

HIGGERSON & NEAL
Funeral Home

Roberts Brothers Chapel

209 Main St. Belleville, MI 48111

(734) 697-9400

Professional, Affordable
Full Service Funeral Home

www.hnfhome.com
Continuing an 83 year Belleville Tradition Since 1932

Ypsilanti
(734) 482-6000
Sumpter Twp.

(734) 699-6000
www.janowiakfuneralhome.com

Simplified Cremation
$1,695

Includes arrangement conference, 
local transportation, crematory, 

cremation container, website 
obituary and video tribute.

Does not include medical examiner
cremation fee, taxes, or 

certified death certificates.

Let Us Help.

MAX (MICKEY) GOOCH
(October 15, 1948 – March 22, 2016)
Max (Mickey) Gooch passed away March 22, 
2016 at St. Joseph Mercy Hospital.
He was the son of Joyce (Jenkins) and Max 
Gooch, Sr., and was raised by Joyce and Jack 
Miller.
Grandparents were Hannah and Theodore 
Jenkins but the family was raised by Hannah 
and her second husband Leo Pietek.
He was preceded in death by his grandparents, 
parents, and a sister, Johanna (Bob) Fenwick.
Max is survived by four sisters, Sharon 
(Roger) Stollings of Chapmanville, WV, Sandy 
(Kenneth) Lewis of Belleville, Betty “Bean” 
Gooch of Belleville, and Cathy Gooch of Ann 
Arbor; six nieces, five nephews, seven great 
nieces, 15 great nephews, three great-great 
nieces, three great-great nephews, and Puff the 
cat.
A memorial service and luncheon was held at 
the Ypsilanti Moose Lodge #782 on Friday, 
March 25.

Max (Mickey) Gooch

LORIE ANN EVANCHUK
Lorie Ann Evanchuk, age 52, passed away on 
February 21, 2016. She is loved by her mother 
Rosamond Mytych, sister Michelle Overholser, 
and brother Mike Evanchuk. Lorie grew up in 
Belleville, had many friends, and was a very 
kind person.

Lorie Ann Evanchuk

   On Wednesday, April 6, Savage Elementary 
in Belleville will be transformed into a 
tropical rainforest and the public is invited 
to see it happen.
   This comedy animal show will be at 
Savage Elementary School for one show 
at 6:30 p.m. Tickets are $5 per person and 
will be available at the door.
   The show, “Live on Stage, The Rainforest,” 
will make guests feel like they are right in 
the middle of the tropical rainforest with 
the beautiful sounds and sights of the 
Amazon region. They will also see exotic 
birds,   kinkajous, monkeys and snakes.
   It all started as a dream for founder and 
current director Mike Kohlrieser. In the 
1980s Mike and his wife Marcia became 
increasingly aware of problems in the 
tropical rainforests. Using his already 
developed skills as an animal trainer and 

Public invited to Savage School 
for rainforest show with animals

stage entertainer, Mike wanted to educate 
young and old alike about these animals 
facing possible extinction.
   In 1992 the non-profit organization 
Understanding Wildlife, Inc. was created. 
The goal is simple -- educate and inspire 
individuals to get involved and make this 
a better world for us all (including the 
animals) to live in.

Gracie Adkins

GRACIE ADKINS
(July 28, 1935 – March 26, 2016)
Gracie Adkins, 80 years of age of Little Creek, 
KY and formerly of Belleville, passed away 
Saturday, March 26, 2016 at her residence. She 
was born July 28, 1935 in Pike County to the 
late Gilbert and Nellie Case Damron.
Gracie was a member of the Rose of Sharon Old 
Regular Baptist Church.
Besides her parents she was preceded in death 
by her first husband Ernest Thornsbury; two 
brothers Beryl Damron and John A. Damron; 
and three sisters Nona Akers, Marie Hall, and 
Betty Joyce Damron.
Gracie is survived by her husband Butler 
Adkins; five sons Ernie (Laura) Thornsbury 
of Belleville, MI, Craig (Deidre) Thornsbury 
of Belleville, MI, Steve (Kelly) Thornsbury of 
Belleville, MI, Todd (Jennifer) Thornsbury of 
Irmo, SC, Edward Adkins of Virgie, KY; four 
daughters Ada (Rick) Tishman of Belleville, 
MI, Leilia (Ron) Smith of Belleville, MI, Karen 
(Rick) West of Belleville, MI, Diane Hall of 
Virgie, KY; one brother Robert (Sue) Damron; 
one sister Erma (Joe) Maygar of Myrtle 
Beach, SC; 14 grandchildren and 17 great-
grandchildren.
Funeral services will be held Thursday, March 
31, at 11 a.m. at the Rose of Sharon Church, 
5665 Carleton Rockwood Road, South 
Rockwood, MI 48179, (734) 379-4870, with 
Ray Hamilton and others officiating. Burial will 
follow in the Oak Ridge Cemetery in Flat Rock, 
MI. Visitation was at the Hall and Jones Funeral 
Home in Virgie, KY on Monday. Visitation 
also was at the Rose of Sharon Church after 4 
p.m. Wednesday. Online condolences may be 
expressed at www.hallandjones.com .
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KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

OPEN: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

10% OFF

HOURS
MON.-THURS. 11AM-10PM

FRI. 11AM - 11PM
SAT. 12PM-11PM
SUN. 12PM-10PM

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $9.50
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $6.75 - $7.25

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

DINE-IN OR CARRY OUT
Chinese & American Food

BUDWEISER BOTTLES - $2, WINE AVAILABLE!

CHINA KING COUPON
COUPON EXPIRES APRIL 30, 2016

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

Sponsored by “THE PUMPKIN FACTORY”
Saturday, April 2, 2016 @ 9:00 am
48651 Harris Rd., Belleville
WANTED: Construction Equipment,

Tractors, Trucks, Farm Equipment, Trailers,
TOOLS, Lawn Equipment, Hardware,
Building Materials, Antique Tractors,

Antique Farm Equipment
NOT ACCEPTING - Household Items, Used Tires, Junk

2016 Spring Consignment
AUCTION

To Consign, Call (734) 262-5008

A+ Rating with
YOUR HEATING & COOLING FAMILY

For Free Estimates, Call
(313) 381-2800

20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 37 YEARS!

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

NOW OPEN!
67 Main Street

never beaten

often licked

699-7188

SAME PRICES!
For the Second Year in a Row!

Belleville
Frosty Boybecome.

   My hope for our five innocent teachers is 
that our Board of Education writes each of 
them a sincere apology letter for the false 
accusation of cheating and thanking our 
teachers for their diligent and tenacious 
hard work teaching and helping each of 
their students be the best they can be. They 
need to welcome our teachers back into 
their students’ days that are left until June. 
I only hope our five teachers can forgive 
their horrible, horrendous treatment by 
our former superintendent, when they did 
nothing but work hard for their students’ 
successes in doing well on the M-STEP. 
I hope our teachers come back to their 
students. They did nothing wrong!
   Our community is depending on the Board 
of Education to be incredibly selective 
of our next superintendent. On the top of 
the list, our next superintendent needs to 
be aware of this toxic climate our schools 
have been enduring. We trust and hope our 
Board of Education will choose the kind, 
caring, “people person” that will end this 
toxic climate, heal the district, and make it 
great again!

“Educationally” yours,
Evelyn Larabell
Retired VBPS teacher

P.S. Here’s the irony: The M-STEP is 
“going away” after this year because of so 
many problems … yipes!

(continued from page 5)

More Letters Welcome grief counselor 
to Brown Funeral Home
To the Editor:
   The David C. Brown Funeral home 
has always been committed to helping 
the community in various ways. From 
prearrangements to extraordinary care at 
times of need, the David C. Brown Funeral 
Home has made helping the community a 
priority for 34 years and counting.

   The David C. Brown 
Funeral Home now 
announces the addition 
of grief support 
services through the 
Brown Family Center. 
The Center will be 
offering a support 
group for the bereaved 
beginning April 20. The 

support group will run six weeks and more 
groups will be added throughout the year 
with varying topics. There will be morning 
and evening support groups offered.
   The David C. Brown Funeral Home 
welcomes Jackie Dalzell, Grief Coordinator, 
to the Family Center. Jackie obtained her 
Bachelor of Science Degree and is currently 
enrolled in her Master’s of Psychology at 
Kaplan University.  Jackie has the empathy 
and compassion through life-changing 
events and grief experience in her own life, 
to bring a compassionate and caring heart 
to the Center. Jackie is looking forward to 
hosting the groups as well as other services 
and ceremonies which support Belleville 
and the surrounding areas.
   Please visit the David C. Brown website 
www.davidcbrownfh.com  to get the most 
updated information and schedule from 
their calendar of events. You may call 
the Family Center at (734) 697-5090 to 
inquire about an individual appointment or 
questions about grief support. 
   After-care is too often left unfinished, 
and the Brown Family Center provides the 
services at no cost to the community. 

Sincerely,
Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski
David C. Brown Funeral Home

Jackie Dalzell

VBT Trustee Miller 
donates to Arts Council
To the Editor:
   As part of her election platform during her 
2012 run for Van Buren Township Trustee, 
Regina (Reggie) Miller pledged to give back 
to the community by donating her salary to a 
number of local community organizations.
   The Belleville Area Council for the Arts was 
among the organizations that Trustee Miller 
pledged to help. Trustee Miller did indeed 
donate one-quarter of her salary to BACA for 
the last three years and she continues to fulfill 
her pledge into this fourth and final year of her 
tenure as BACA has recently received another 
generous donation from Trustee Miller.
   The board and membership of the Belleville 
Area Council for the Arts expresses their 
sincere gratitude for Trustee Miller’s continued 
generosity.
Kim Tindall, Corresponding Secretary
Belleville Area Council for the Arts

“Out of clutter, find simplicity.”
– Albert Einstein
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Belleville Manor 
734-699-7700
Belleville Road just  
1 mile north of I-94

Van Buren 
Estates 

734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 at 

the Rawsonville Exit

Mohawk 
734-513-4108
Joy Road between 

Middlebelt and Inkster

Call one of our sales associates today or visit our website 
for a list of homes for purchase or lease!  

www.FranklinHomeSales.com

*WAC. Certain restrictions apply.

Franklin Homes will double 
your TAX RETURN! 

We’ll match your  
tax return up 

to $4000 as a 
credit when you 

purchase a select 
Franklin owned 

home in one of our 
�ne communities 

through  
April 15, 2016!*

Boat summerization

GREAT PARTS! GREAT PRICES!

BRING YOUR OWN TOOLS    PULL YOUR OWN PARTS

(734) 389-7104
HOW OUR BUSINESS WORKS:

Bring your own tools; visit the information desk; pull your own
parts among 1,200 cars, trucks & SUV’s; pay at the cashier counter;

 SAVE MONEY AND LEAVE HAPPY!
Open: Monday - Saturday  9am – 7pm,  Sunday 10am – 5pm

We Buy Used Cars and Trucks!
www.foxautoupull.com

8111 RAWSONVILLE RD

OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK!

OPEN 7 DAYS! OPEN 7 DAYS!

BRING THIS AD IN FOR 10% OFF AUTO U-PULL PARTS!
Excludes all used vehicle sales. Offer expires April 7, 2016.

TEXT HIDALGO TO 28748 TO GET OUR MOBILE WEBSITE!

Authentic Mexican Restaurant

734-697-3271
333 Industrial Park Drive

Belleville, MI 48111
(Behind Family Dollar)

OPEN 7 DAYS
Mon-Thurs  11am-9pm

Fri-Sat  11am-10pm  Sun  Noon-9pm

 Everything Homemade
 Gluten Free Available
 Catering

FREE MEXICAN
FLAVORED

WATER
With a Dinner Purchase.

With Hidalgo Coupon. Expires April 30, 2016

CHURROS
JUST
99¢

With Hidalgo Coupon. Expires April 30, 2016

   UPS driver Donald Lauter of Van Buren 
Township was recently inducted into UPS’s 
prestigious Circle of Honor for achieving 
25 years of accident-free driving.
   Lauter served as travel writer for the 
Belleville-Area Independent for several 
years.
   He along with 65 other elite drivers from 
Michigan are among 1,613 newly inducted 
into the company’s honorary organization. 
   Globally, 8,703 active UPS drivers 
are members of the Circle of Honor.  
Collectively they’ve racked up more than 
245,000 years and more than 5.3 billion 
safe miles during their careers. That’s 
enough miles to travel to Mars and back 
19 times.
   Michigan boasts 280 active Circle of 
Honor drivers with a combined 7,798 
years of accident-free driving. Thomas 
Camp of Livonia is the state’s senior-most 
safe driver, with 53 years of accident-
free driving under his belt, ranking him 
the safest driver among UPS’ 102,000 
drivers. There are 3,157 total UPS drivers 
in Michigan. 

UPS honors Donald Lauter for 
25 years of accident-free driving

Donald Lauter

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips
One call does it all: 734-699-9020 - The Independent
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Hours:
Monday - Saturday  6am – 10pm

 Sunday  7am – 9pm

734-697-1000
9624 Belleville Rd.

Belleville, MI

www.leosconeyisland.com With Beverage Purchase
No Coupon Needed!

$200

OFF
Your Entire Bill

of $20 or More
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

10%
OFF

Your Entire Bill
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

D A I L Y  D I N N E R  S P E C I A L S     
SUNDAY -- TURKEY DINNER OR

          POT ROAST

MONDAY -- PEPPER STEAK

TUESDAY -- BURGERS OR

        MEAT LOAF

WEDNESDAY -- ITALIAN NIGHT

THURSDAY -- POLISH DINNERS

FRIDAY -- FISH NIGHT

SATURDAY -- CHEF’S CHOICE

UNTIL
9 P.M. LIVE MUSIC

GUITARIST
NATHAN SWEET

Every Tuesday, 6–8:30 p.m.

BREAKFAST SPECIALS

MONDAY - FRIDAY
6am - 11am

Starting at only $2.49

–– MONDAYS ––
ENJOY OUR CLOWN, 

FACE PAINTING

& BALLOONS  6-8PM

TREE SERVICE, INC.

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD*

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com
*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE.

Classes Begin May 16 on Campus and Online

northwood.edu/adults 
800.622.9000     

Now is the time to finish what you started.
Open new doors to future challenges and success with a degree from 
Northwood University. Learn with others like you who’ve chosen to continue 
their education in a unique, immersive environment that understands the 
importance of offering flexible schedules, convenient locations and online 
options for busy people. Earn a bachelor’s degree from a University that is in 
the business of building business—and more importantly, the next generation 
of leaders to run them. Start now and  own your future!

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole
     “Where Education and the Law Meet”

Call 734-718-8574 152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111

Visit
www.amyeversolelaw.com

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
The Sumpter Township Board of Trustees presented a plaque to recently retired Police 
Chief James Pierce for his years of service. After the meeting, some of the officers 
gathered for a photo. From left are Det./Cpl. John Toth, Chief Pierce, Officer Danielle 
Buccellato, and new Chief Eric Luke. In front is Cpl. James Ashby.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   After a public hearing on March 22, 
the Sumpter Township Board of Trustees 
unanimously approved the amended 2015-16 
and proposed 2016-17 budgets.
   Financial Director James Glahn, CPA, told 
the board it is another positive year for the 
fiscally balanced General Fund budget.
   He said the largest amount of revenue going 
into the budget is from the landfill tipping 
fees, which hit bottom in 2012 at $1.2 million 
and was up to $2.2 million this year. He said 
they put quite a bit of that into reserves, with 
a fund balance of more than $5 million at the 
end of this fiscal year.
   The General Fund did well, he said, 
but there was an extra expenditure when 
two police officers retired. They had been 
promised full medical and retirement, but 
that had been unfunded, so the Michigan 
Employee Retirement Service (MERS) sent 
the township a bill for $400,000. Glahn said 

Sumpter Township approves 2016-17 
budget after public hearing

they covered it.
   The General Fund revenues were about $4.9 
million this year and proposed at $4.8 million 
for 2016-17.
   Glahn said the Water Fund didn’t have to 
borrow this year. He said the township had 
11 bonds when he came and now there are 
just two bonds. One of those bonds will be 
refinanced this year to save the township 
$200,000 in interest.
   An item of concern are the bills for Detroit 
water. He said up to 2009, Detroit would bill 
for the water used. Then in 2010, it started 
billing a fixed charge plus the amount of 
water used.
   In 2009 there was no fixed charge and this 

(continued on page 11)
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Sumpter Twp.
(continued from page 10)

www.actionmechanicalheating-cooling.com

with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

• SEWING

• ALTERING

• MENDING

Una’s Golden
Thread Shoppe

(734) 753-5873

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

•  Garden Seed, Lawn Seed and Lawn Care Products
•  Pond Chemicals and Fish Food
•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products   •  Hay and Straw
•  Poultry Food   •  Horse and Livestock Feed

HOURS:
MON-FRI 9AM-6PM  •  SAT 9AM-5PM

SUN 12PM-4PM

Chicks and Ducklings
@ The Willis Feed Mill

LIKE US ON

year it is almost $400,000.
   “After the audit, we’re going to do a water 
rate study to make sure we have the proper 
numbers,” Glahn said.
   As to the Fire Fund, Glahn said it continues 
to spend more than it takes in.
   He said after the 2017 budget, they could 
ask for another ½ mill of taxes. He wouldn’t 

suggest asking for it this year since the 
township will be seeking renewals of the fire 
and police millages.
   Or, ask the board to give them more money. 
He said the general fund has been giving the 
Fire Fund $68,100 a year for 12 years and 
the board could decide to give them more 
money.
   Glahn said, over the years, the Fire 
Department bought two fire trucks at about 
$500,000 each and he was able to put down 

$200,000 each time and the fund paid $50,000 
for five years.
   Plans call for the next truck to be purchased 
in 2023 and they have to start adding to the 
reserves.
   “No way could we finance the fire truck 
otherwise,” Glahn said.
   “We’ve got to right the ship in that regard,” 
he said.
   The Library Fund no longer collects a 
millage since the millage now goes directly 
to the Belleville Area District Library. There 
is $250,728 left in the Library Fund and it is 
gathering interest.
   In other business at the March 22 meeting, 
the board:
   • Held a public hearing and then approved 
transfer of Community Development Block 
Grant funds to pay for a proposed generator at 
the Senior Center. Funds were transferred from 
2013-14 Demolition and Senior Services to 
Senior Center Improvements. Also, 2014-15 
Senior Center Improvements were established 
as an activity and funds were transferred from 
Housing Rehab, Demolition, and Senior 
Services to Senior Center Improvements;
   • Gave presentations to retired Police Chief 
James Pierce and to Chris Walter-Hamm in 
recognition of her late husband Trustee/Fire 
Fighter William Hamm. The Fire Department 
also presented her with her husband’s badge;
   • Approved the 2015-16 Wayne County 
Parks Grant of $10,595, as approved by 
Wayne County on Feb. 29;
   • Passed a resolution to establish who 
may use the Community Center for funeral 
dinners. The deceased person must have lived 
in the township;
   • Approved the resignation of Police Officer 
Patrick Russell, effective immediately;
   • Approved the Wayne County Annual 
Maintenance Permit Packages A-16044 and 
A-16099 and the Wayne County Annual 
Permit for Special Events Package A-16133;
   • Approved Burnham & Flower Insurance 
Group Coverage for 2016-17;
   • Approved fireworks by Great Lakes 
Fireworks for this year’s Sumpter Fest on 
May 29, with a rain date of May 30; and                                  
   • Approved the Fire Department’s Standard 
Operating Procedure: Driving Authorized 
Emergency Vehicles.

JNG Auctions is holding a public auction 
this Saturday, April 2, beginning with 
previews at 6:30 p.m. at the Q Banquet 
Center at 879 Sumpter Road in Belle 
Plaza. The cash-only auction will follow at 
7 p.m. Items include collectibles and new 
Barbies. Visit wwwjngauctions.com.

***
CS & R Divorce & Disability have been 

serving Southeast Michigan since 1992 
specializing in divorce, SSI, disability, 
child support, power of attorney, wills, etc. 
See their business card advertisement in 
today’s paper and call (734) 425-1074. 

***
Willow United Methodist Church at 

36925 Willow Road in New Boston will be 
holding a Mom-2-Mom Sale on Saturday, 
April 16, from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. The cost of 
admission is one non-perishable food item 
or $1 per person. Items for sale include 
gently used clothing, toys, books, games 
and more. Proceeds will go to the Willow 
Women’s Group Community Outreach 
Program. For table space or to sell items, 
email willowumc@gmail.com.

***
Wayne County Community College 

Haggerty Road Campus is the place to drop 
off your gently used men’s and women’s 
suits, slacks, dresses, blouses,  jackets, ties, 
shoes, briefcases, etc. on Wednesday, April 
6 beginning at 10 a.m. in Room A222. The 
WCCC District’s Professional Closet 
is a multi-campus program, dedicated to 
providing professional attire to WCCCD 
students as they prepare to interview, 
network, or participate in an internship 
where professional attire is needed. For 
more info, contact Blane Hailemichael at 
bhailem1@wcccd.edu.

***
  The Belleville Strawberry Queen 
Pageant entry form is available in today’s 
paper as a display ad. The winners will 
be announced after the 7:30 p.m. pageant 
at the BHS Auditorium on Friday of 
Strawberry Festival weekend, June 17. See 
the ad for rules, eligibility requirements, 
and the address to mail the entry forms. 
                              ***
Do you have a business story you would 
like to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych 
at (734) 699-9020 with your suggestion. 
There is no cost to be in this column.
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“Fiction is obliged to stick to possibilities. 
Truth isn’t.”

Mark Twain

“Cauliflower is nothing but
 cabbage with a college education”

Mark Twain

“Life would be infinitely happier if we 
could only be born at the age of eighty and 

gradually approach eighteen. ”
Mark Twain

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

Exp. 4/30/16.

Exp. 4/30/16.

Exp. 4/30/16. Exp. 4/30/16.

Exp. 4/30/16.

Exp. 4/30/16.

Exp. 4/30/16.

835 Sumpter Rd.,  Belleville, MI 48111
734-325-7551

Animal Care Hospital
of Belleville

Visit www.animalcareonline.com for our six other locations.

BAI BAI BAI

BAI

BAI

BAIBAI

Like us on Facebook and
get $5 off any service.

Bringing home sweet Sadie will 
make a great way to celebrate 
the start of spring. She’s a         
1 ½ year old Boxer/Shepherd 
mix that has a whole lot of 
sweetness, doggie kisses and 
love to give a fur-ever family. 
Her sweet, loving nature is 
only matched by her abundant 
energy level. Sadie has a ton 
of playful puppy energy and is 
eager to play fetch or chase, 
take walks and whatever else 
you want to challenge her to do. 
She’s smart, strong and a little 
stubborn which are all traits that 
will benefit from some training to 
help her put them to good use. 
Just a heads up, Sadie likes 
being expressive with her love 
and will happily smother you 
with doggie kisses and hugs 
whenever she gets a chance. 
She mostly shows eager and 
excited reactions to other dogs 
and would probably do well with 
other dogs once everyone gets 
proper introductions. She’s got 
a solid, athletic build perfect 
for being active and her pretty 
brown and black brindle coat 
gives her the unique look of a 
small friendly tigress. Overall 
she’s a great dog that with a little 
training will be a terrific addition 
to help welcome in spring. 
She’s spayed, vaccinated and 
micro-chipped. Call Friends 
of Michigan Animals 
Rescue at 734-461-9458 
or visit our website fmar1.org 
for more information.

“SADIE”

ORPHAN
OF THE

WEEK

   • Tuesday, April 5 – Starting today, 
and on every Tuesday in April, St. Mary 
Catholic School, 34516 Michigan Ave. in 
Wayne, is holding “Tuesday Tour Days” so 
families can get a tour of the school and 
meet teachers and principal. Students from 
pre-school, three year olds to 8th graders 
have a place in the school. For more 
information, call (734) 721-1240.
   • Saturday, April 9 – Walk for Autism’s 
Fun Run/Walk scheduled 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. 
at the Belleville High School gymnasium 
to earn money for local schools that teach 
autistic students. Get sponsors to pledge for 
your walk and bring to the event. Hosted by 
Van Buren Eagles. Info: (734) 636-4909.
   • Wednesday, April 13 – Belleville 
High School Town Hall is set at the high 
school auditorium, 6 p.m., to discuss topics 
relevant to BHS.
   • Wednesday, April 13 – Chicken Supper 

at Willow United Methodist Church, 36925 
Willow Road, New Boston, from 5 p.m. 
until sold out. Carry outs start at 4:30 p.m. 
Cost is $10 per person, with children 12 
and under $5 each. Fried chicken, mashed 
potatoes, green beans, biscuits and gravy, 
cole slaw, dessert, beverage. (734) 654-
9020
   • Thursday, April 14 – “Homegrown 
Knowledge” program at 7 p.m. at the 
Belleville Area District Library. Program 
is Belleville Civil War Historical Society. 
Free.
   • Friday, April 15 – Moose Lodge at 
the corner of Sumpter and Harris roads is 
presenting the “Blues Brothers” and the 
Great Southern Heat Band from 8 p.m. to 
midnight. Show starts at 10 p.m. Tickets on 
sale at the lodge at $10 per person. Tables 
of eight can be reserved at lodge. Public 
welcome. (734) 325-7799.
   • Wednesday, April 20 – Huron 
Valley Ambulance is bringing Andy the 
Ambulance to the Van Buren Township Fire 
Department at 6 p.m. to teach children, ages 
4 to 7, how to call 911 in emergencies and 

other information. Free. Need to register in 
advance at www.andycalls911.com .
   • Thursday, April 21, Friday, April 22, 
and Saturday, April 23 – It’s the Annual 
Indoor Flea Market at St. Paul Lutheran 
Church, 19109 Craig St., New Boston. 
Hours are 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. on Thursday 
and Friday and from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on 
Saturday. Saturday is Bag Day @ $4 per 
bag. Information: (734) 753-9048.
   • Thursday, April 21 – Belleville Area 
Museum presents the Third-Thursday 
Lecture Series featuring “Gone with the 
Wind” presentation by Kathleen Marcaccio. 
Doors open at 5 p.m., pizza served at 5:30 
p.m., presentation at 6 p.m.
   • Saturday, May 7, and Sunday, May 
8 – St. Anthony’s Boy Scout Troop 793 
is holding a flower sale after Saturday’s 6 
p.m. Mass and Sunday’s 8:30 and 10:30 
a.m. Masses. They are earning money to 
make sure all the boys can go to camp.
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BELLEVILLE STRAWBERRY QUEEN PAGEANT
2016 ENTRY FORM

Friday, June 17, 2016 at 7:30 PM – Belleville High School Auditorium
W. Columbia, Belleville, Mich.

Name:

Address:

City:

Phone:

School currently attending:     Age:

Employment:

Parents Name:

School Activities:

Career Ambition:

Hobbies:

Special Interests:

Community Involvement:

Your Creative and Performing Talent:

Rules: The first 12 applicants who complete an entry form, send a recent 
picture and mail to Joyce Rochowiak, 43250 Tyler Rd., Belleville, MI, 48111 
by April 20th, 2016. You must be a resident of the Belleville Area, single, 
and between the ages of 16 and 20, Applicant must compete in an all dance 
performance by the group, Their Talent, Evening Wear and answer questions 
presented by the moderator.

Prizes: Queen will receive a $1,000.00 Scholarship, Trophy & Gifts.
2nd and 3rd runners up will receive a $500.00 Scholarship and gifts.

YOUR SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY!

BAI

Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm • Saturday  9am - 1pm

STOP IN AND ASK ABOUT 
OUR PREMIUM SERPENTINE 

BELT SPECIAL STARTING
AT $5999 (Most Cars)

DISC BRAKE SPECIAL
PREMIUM PADS & ROTORS, INCLUDES 
LABOR, STARTING AT $225 OR LESS!

Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 4-30-16

W. Columbia Ave. E. Columbia Ave.

Main St. E. Huron River D
r.

Sum
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d.
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BAI

10% OFF
LABOR OVER $100

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 4-30-16

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 4-30-16

$4499ALIGNMENT
SPECIAL Most

Cars

BAI

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Van Buren Township Planning 
Commission unanimously recommended 
approval of a seven-page ordinance 
amendment that provides for regulation, 
location, and operation of medical 
marijuana cultivation facilities.
   At its March 23 meeting the commission 
sent the recommendation onto the township 
board who will make the final decision on 
the ordinance at a future meeting.
   The ordinance amendment would allow 
such facilities as special land uses in the 
M-2 (General Industrial) zoning district, 
mostly at the north end of the township.
   VBT currently has a moratorium on 
medical marijuana establishments until 
April 7. This moratorium was to allow the 
township time to study the issue and, if 
necessary, prepare ordinance amendments.
   Patrick Sloan of McKenna Associates 
planning consultants explained the 
regulations include:
   • Requiring all marijuana growing and 
other activities to be conducted indoors 
only, including prohibiting outdoor 
storage;
   • Prohibiting drive-through uses;
   • A minimum 1,000-foot setback from 
religious institutions, public parks, 
residential zoning districts, residential land 
uses, child care facilities, and educational 
facilities. An analysis of the township 
zoning map indicates seven or eight M-2 
area meet these setback requirements;
   • Prohibiting on-site transfer, consumption, 
or retail sales;
   • Limiting the number of caregivers 
per facility to six and requiring separate 
growing areas for each caregiver; and
   • Additional requirements for security, 
access, parking, inspections, waste disposal 
and enforcement.
   Sloan said there are currently three bills 
related to medical marijuana that were 
passed by the State House of Representatives 
last fall. These bills may be passed and 
signed into law this year. If changes need 
to be made to the VBT ordinance, it could 

VB Township Planners recommend 
marijuana cultivation facilities

be amended in the future.
   In other business at the 72-minute, March 
23 meeting, the commission:
   • Approved Elliott’s Amusements to hold 
Belleville Spring Carnival from May 12 to 
May 22 at the Belleville Square (Farmer 
Jack) shopping center parking lot, 10800 
Belleville Road with total fees of $1,650. 
Debbie Elliott said they would like to hire 
police officers for security as in the past. 
She said they usually had two officers on 
every day and an additional two officers 
for Saturday evening. She said they had 
been at that location for four out of the last 
five years;
   • Approved TNT Fireworks request 
for temporary land use for a tent sale of 
fireworks at the Belleville Road Walmart 
store June 23 to July 5. This is the third 
year they will be at this location;
   • Discussed proposed zoning ordinance 
updates for Planned Unit Developments. 
After discussing with Sloan the various 
proposals, there was some discussion over 
whether PUDs were of value and whether 
the township should have them at all. The 
PUD gives bonuses in density for open 
space and other amenities; and
   • Heard resident Paul Taylor tell of his 
problem with getting a variance for a larger 
outbuilding because of the wording in an 
ordinance. He said the township allowed 
him only a 30’x38’ barn and so he has to 
buy a 32’ barn and cut off two feet and throw 
it away. He said the planning commission 
could approve a new multiplier so he doesn’t 
have to throw material away. Planning and 
Economic Development Deputy Director 
Matthew Best said there may be a need for 
a revision since the township is redoing 
the ordinance. He said the Agricultural or 
Estates District has standards the same as 
Residential. “Accessory structures for the 
Agricultural district south of Hull Road, 
I think we’ll have more of these popping 
up,” Best said. Commission chairman 
Carol Thompson told Taylor that to get the 
commission to revise his multiplier he has 
to apply and pay a fee.
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Upcoming Meetings

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT
CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

SERVICES

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators • Washers 
Dryers • Ranges
$20 House Call

Phone (734) 782-3354

HOMES FOR SALE

ANY CONDITION OKAY!
QUICK BUY-OUTS!

AERO REALTY

CASH FOR YOUR HOME!

(313) 402-0187

FREE ESTIMATES ON:
 Cutting & Dethatching
 Spring/Fall Clean Up
 Lawn Aeration
 Landscaping & Brick Paving
 Shrub Maintenance
 Mulch Replacement
 Power Washing

MENTION AD FOR SPECIAL OFFER!

A&J LAWN SERVICE

(734) 796-7408

AUCTION

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

Belleville Manor 
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile north of I-94
Van Buren Estates 

734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 at the Rawsonville Exit

Mohawk 
734-513-4108

Joy Road between Middlebelt  
and Inkster

Call one of our sales associates today or visit our website 
for a list of homes for purchase or lease!

www.FranklinHomeSales.com

* WAC. Certain restrictions apply. 

Franklin Homes will 
double your  

TAX RETURN! 
We’ll match your tax return up to $4000 

as a credit when you purchase a select 
Franklin owned home in one of our �ne 
communities through April 15, 2016!*

PROPERTY FOR SALE

$45,000. Looking to build your 
dream home? Great opportunity to 
own this lovely 3.19 acres on Harris 
Road in Belleville. Country setting. 
196 ft. frontage. Can be split with 

easement. City water at road.
Property perked and approved in 
2006. For more information, call 

Penny Young at (734) 740-7350.
Century 21 Belvil Realty

(734) 697-1800

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

PUBLIC AUCTION
Saturday, April 2nd

Preview: 6:30pm, Auction: 7pm
The Q Banquet Center

879 Sumpter Rd.,
Belleville

CASH ONLY / NO HOLDS
Barbies (New), Collectibles, Misc.

JNGauctions.com

841 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

ASK ABOUT A $50 GIFT CERTIFICATE!
Corporation and Partership Returns Available
Call or Visit Today!  (734) 732-4554

LOCATED IN BELLE PLAZA

GUARANTEED ACCURACY!
MAXIMUM REFUND!

HERE WHEN YOU NEED US!

------------
DOUBLE-WIDE, 3 bedrooms, 1 ½ baths.  
Many updates. On pond in Belle Villa 
Park, senior side. Available soon. $7,000. 
(734) 391-7213.                                     4/14

------------

FOR RENT
ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT.  
$650/mo.+ $650 security. No Pets.  
(734) 216-9007                           4/7

------------

------------
LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs too
LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL.
Residential power washing.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224                             TFN

------------
CARPET HEADQUARTERS Winter
Special. Free padding w/purchase of
carpet & installation. Free estimates, fast 
friendly service, repairs, restretching, 
since 1979.  Phil (734) 612-7570   8/18/16

------------
GARY’S ORGANIC SOIL. $15/yard.  
Very good for flowers & vegetables.
(734) 218-3643.                                     3/31

------------

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At its regular meeting March 21, 
the Belleville City Council adopted a 
Disability Accommodation Policy and an 
Equal Employment Opportunity Policy, as 
required by the Michigan Department of 
Civil Rights.
   After a civil rights complaint against 
the police department by a mother whose 
mentally handicapped teen had been 
sexually molested in the Belleville High 
School parking lot in 2014, the city was 
required to get training for officers and 
produce several documents, including 
these.
   There was a bare quorum of three at the 
council table, since Councilmen Tom Smith 
and John Loria were absent and excused.
   In other business at its March 21 meeting, 
the council:
   • Approved paying 1% of the monthly base 
flow sewage disposal charges, that are paid 
to Wayne County, to the Downriver Utility 
Wastewater Authority as an assessment by 
DUWA to all member entities to defray the 
cost of professional services rendered to 
the authority by contracted providers. The 
assessment will start with the January 2016 
charges and continue through the end of 
the calendar year. DUWA is negotiating a 
purchase agreement with Wayne County to 
potentially purchase the Downriver Sewer 
System;
   • Approved the annual Wayne County 
Maintenance, Special Events, and 
Pavement Restoration permits;
   • Heard an update on The Senior Alliance 
by Aimee Page, Quality and Training 
Manager. She introduced Daniel Hampton 
and Melissa Beavers, also from the 
Alliance;
   • Took no action on the request from the 
Belleville Area Chamber of Commerce 
request to use the Fourth Street Square 
for a Beer Tent from noon to 7 p.m. on 
June 18 because they did not have enough 
information ready; and
   • Approved accounts payable of 
$95,394.47 and the following departmental 
purchases in excess of $500: to Election 

Belleville Council adopts EEO policy, 
disability accommodations policy

Source, $1,260 from the General Fund for 
ballot testing; to Hennessey Engineers, 
$5,630.50 from the Trust for engineering 
and $8,456 from Major/Local Street Funds 
for joint and crack sealing; to Patton 
Monument Co., $1,039 for engraving 
from the Cemetery Fund; to Roy & Sons, 
$3,708 from the Police Fund for tasers; 
to SLC, $975.19 from the Water Fund for 
water main repair; and to Wayne County 
Accounts Receivable, $525 from the Police 
Fund for prisoner housing in the Dickerson 
Facility.

   • Thursday, March 31 – Van Buren Township 
invites businesses who do driveway sealing to 
discuss the township’s new coal tar ordinance at 
7 p.m.
   • Monday, April 4 – Van Buren Township work/
study session, 4 p.m. Also, Belleville City Council, 
7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, April 5 – Van Buren Township regular 
board meeting, 7 p.m. Also special meeting of the 
Van Buren Public Schools Board of Education, 7 
p.m. at the high school, to begin search for new 
superintendent.
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HELP WANTED FOR SALEHELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Quest, Inc. is HIRING in BELLEVILLE!
We’re looking for fun, energetic & caring Direct Care 

Workers to assist persons with special needs we serve in 
their own homes.

Applicants must be:
• Responsible & committed and work well with others.
• Have a clean criminal record.
• Be available for training. MORC/WCHO/CLS Training
   is preferred.

Send Letter/Resume to:
recruiter@questserv.org
or Call (734) 699-6543

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
Huron School District 

(New Boston)
is hiring Bus Drivers.

Will train qualified
applicants. $13.80hr.  

Visit
www.huronschools.org
or call (734) 782-1418

Hiring Reliable &
Dedicated Bus Drivers 
for Van Buren Public 

Schools. Starting Pay: 
$11.50/hour. Training 

Available.
Call 734-699-5100

Now Hiring
Flexible scheduling all shifts

Part time and full time options
All Location in Ann Arbor, Saline, Ypsilanti

Up to $ 9.50 on prime shifts

Wendy’s in now hiring energetic,
And motivated individuals to fill positions at:

Our locations have open interviews
Call the location for day and time or

apply on line today

Equal Opportunity Employer

http://www.starboardwendys.com/careers.htm

Begin to grow
your career

with us!

Now Hiring
Metro Airport
4am Breakfast shifts

Part time / Full time / all shifts
Paid parking / free meals

Up to $ 10.00 on prime shifts

Wendy’s in now hiring energetic,
And motivated individuals to fill positions at:

Our Metro Airport Location
Inside the McNamara terminal

Apply on line today

Equal Opportunity Employer

http://www.starboardwendys.com/careers.htm

Begin to grow
your career

with us!

Waltz Inn @
28080 Waltz Rd., 
New Boston is 

hiring waitstaff. 
Please call Kathy 
@ (734) 478-4649

if interested.

VEHICLE FOR SALE

WANTED

FREE

LOST

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

LG PORTABLE DEHUMIDIFIER, 45 
pt. Energy Star, like new. Digital auto 
start. $90. Patio side-mount umbrella 
11’ round, $295. (734) 765-6626.        4/7

------------
EXTRA LONG & WIDE 2 horse
trailer. Aluminum trailer & rims. New 
tires. Excellent condition. $4,500.
(734) 776-3594 or (734) 942-0995.  4/14

------------
TWO CEMETERY PLOTS in Michigan 
Memorial, Flat Rock. Block 25, Section 
255A.  $2,000 each.  (734) 934-3614     4/14

------------
WASHER & DRYER, $75 each. Works 
well. Side-by-side refrigerator w/water 
& ice, $200. Refrigerator, $75. Bedroom 
set w/hutch & lighted mirror, $200. Will
deliver.  (734) 915-7297.                   4/14

------------

1978 KING COBRA MUSTANG.
2 motors – 1 rebuilt complete. All other 
original parts. Project Car.  $2,500 OBO. 
Call after 3:00 p.m.  (313) 350-1264   4/14

------------
TREE TRUCKS. 1998 GMC 5500 
Stake/Dump, $7,500. 1996 F-750 Ford 
Bucket Truck 55’ reach, $23,000. 1992 
International 4700, high capacity chip 
truck with L-shaped tool box, $8,500.
(734) 915-6899.                         4/14

------------

WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697- 5600                                     TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600                        TFN

------------
MALE GERMAN SHEPHERD for 
breeding.  (734) 218-6795          4/7

------------
LOOKING TO RENT A boat dock 
on Belleville Lake for the summer.
(734) 635-4337.                 4/7

------------

LARGE GREEN LEATHER CHAIR. No 
tears, good condition. Call after 3:00 p.m.  
(734) 697-7805.                                       4/7

------------

ORANGE & WHITE CAT by N. Liberty 
Street fire station, March 11th. White flea 
collar. (734) 699-6320                  4/7

------------
PLASTIC WALLET insert with 
personal information. Reward.
Call (734) 697-8304              4/14

------------
FOUND

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm. For appointment call
(734) 697-1800                                      TFN

------------
HAIR DRESSER with clientele wanted at 
Karen’s Place Salon, 36968 Huron River 
Drive, New Boston, MI (734)753-9130 4/14

------------
GENERAL OFFICE/CLERICAL for 
property management company. Canton/
Belleville area.  Mail resume to owner:  
P.O. Box 85530, Westland, MI 48185  4/14

------------
CONSTRUCTION/ROOFER/LABORER 
Pay starts at $12/hour. Send resume to 
mcdanielmaintenance@live.com      3/31

------------

------------
DOCKWORKERS & FORKLIFT
Operators: Now Hiring – All Shifts!
Competitive Rates! Full Benefits/401k.  
Apply in Person w/Barb: 29129 Ecorse 
Road, Romulus Bldg. A (between
Inkster & Middlebelt) Tues to Friday, 
9a-2:30p. Photo ID/SSC req. Questions:
Judy 855-513-1333 x 4465.       3/31

------------

WALLET on the sidewalk in Belleville 
Square (shopping center behind Belleville 
Road McDonalds).  (313) 418-3572     3/31

------------

Birthdays
   March 28 – Colin Jordan
   March 31 -- Michael Boelter
   April 1 – Joanne Posegay, Sharon Warring, 
Virg Stoltz, Dan Martin
   April 2 – Liz Hall
   April 3 – Chelsea Hackett
   April 4 – Jaclyn Villas
   April 5 – George E. Long, III Esq.
   April 6 – Joan Bodnar
   April 7 – Rosemary Fitzsimmons
   April 12 – Hannah Reams
   April 15 – Heather McArthur
   April 22 – Elliot Sala, Sarah Attwood
Do you have a birthday in March? Does any one you know have a 
birthday soon? Call the Independent at 699-9020 and let us know. We’ll 
list it in this column ASAP following your call. There is no charge.
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They’re reading the Independent
everywhere

   Karen Skszek-Mida and her husband Bill went with their family (Jason, Kim, Ella 
and Sam Mida and Joe and Tammy Kennedy) to Punta Cana in the Dominican 
Republic and stayed at the Grand Bahia All-Inclusive Resort in March. “We had such 
a wonderful trip – family is what it is all about! The grandkids loved the pool and the 
ocean, Kim and Tammy each caught a sailfish, and we all enjoyed the sunshine and 
beach!” Karen reports. Her report is labeled: “Beach Mom.”
   You, too, are invited to submit a photo of you reading the Independent in an exotic 
location. Please include the name and address of the person you wish to get the free 
subscription when it is printed. Include your phone number if you want us to let you 
know just before goes in the paper. A person may use this offer to get a total of two 
free subscriptions – and no more.
   If you aren’t going to an exotic location, just send us $30 for postage to an address inside 
Michigan or $35 out of state, and we’ll provide mail delivery of the Independent so you won’t 
miss a single, exciting issue.

Breakfast Special
8:00 a.m. - 11:00 a.m.

With Beverage Purchase

2 Eggs, Sausage or Bacon,
Hashbrowns & Toast....................$1.99

(No Substitutions)

734-699-9070
19350 Sumpter Road • Next to Ace Hardware

Serving
8am

OPEN
TUES. – SAT.
8 a.m. - Midnite

SUNDAY

8 a.m. – 9 p.m.

DAILY DINE-IN SPECIALS
Beverage Purchase Required for Each Meal. No Coupon Necessary. 4pm to 9pm.

ANY TWO FOR $16.00
11am to Close - Beverage Purchase Required for Each Meal - Dine In Only

Above Includes Cup of Soup or Salad, Potato or Rice & Nuggets

SUNDAY

Pizza
1/2 Price

TUESDAY

$1199

Slab of Ribs
Choice of Potato & Salad

THURSDAY
Tacos

$150

WEDNESDAY
4 pc. Broasted 

Chicken
$649

FRIDAY
All You
Can Eat
Fish & Chips
$799

SATURDAY
1 lb. Crab Legs

$999

FREE WI-FI
• Pool Room
• Pizza
• Salad
• Pasta
• Burgers
• Subs
• Broasted Chicken

SPRING FLING
APRIL 9

LIVE MUSIC FEATURING

“WRECKAGE”
8 P.M. – MIDNITE

LADIES NIGHT
$1 Shots

7PM – 11PM

victory.
   It was part of Women’s History Month and 
U.S. Representatives Debbie Dingell (MI-
12) and Candice Miller (MI-10) welcomed 
them to Washington, D.C.
   “It was a tremendous honor to be able 
to welcome dozens of ‘Original Rosies’ 
to our nation’s capital to honor them for 
their selfless service during World War II,” 
Dingell and Miller said in a joint statement.
   “These women are true trailblazers who 
stepped up during one of the most turbulent 
times in our nation’s history to build planes, 
tanks and other necessities for the war effort 
and forever redefined the role of women in 
the workplace. We will always be thankful 
for their strength and gusto, which was 
integral to getting a tough job done, and 
their unwavering American spirit, which 
continues to inspire us all.”
   The Honor Flight, made possible by the 
Ford Motor Company Fund and the Yankee 
Air Museum, in partnership with Talons Out 
Honor Flight, brought the “Original Rosies” 
from the Detroit area to honor and celebrate 
them and their lasting contributions to this 
country.
   The day included visits to the World War 
II Memorial, the Women in Military Service 
Memorial and a luncheon on Capitol Hill at 
the Library of Congress. A group picture 
was taken in front of the Capitol.
   Lyson said they also went to a changing of 
the guard at Arlington Cemetery.
   “They wouldn’t let us walk and we were 

Rosies in D.C.
(continued from page 1)

all pushed around in wheelchairs,” Lyson 
said, adding she will be 91 in August and 
still drives her own car. She doesn’t need a 
wheelchair at home.
   Three years ago, Lyson moved from 
Belleville to the Pines Senior Apartments 
in Chelsea, where everything is convenient 
and she is close to her son in Grass Lake.
   She was born in Poland and was two years 
old when her parents came to 40 acres on 
Haggerty Road in Sumpter Township, now 
the site of Crosswinds Marsh.
   She walked a mile and a half to school, 
but never went to high school because there 
were no buses in that area of the township. 
She was the youngest of five children.
   “I was living with my parents and 
desperately needing work,” Lyson recalled, 
saying she applied and was hired at Willow 
Run Bomber Plant. She first attached hoses 
to engines and then worked on the outer 
wing, attaching ribs with clamps before the 
wing proceeded to riveting.
   She worked at Willow Run for two years. 
She said her parents were struggling with 
earning a living by farming and she gave 
them all her pay, except for the $25 War 
Bond she bought every month. She said her 
brother Felix Kotlarczyk, who was fighting 
in Germany, died recently at age 92.
   Lyson said her parents were able to get 
electricity installed and to pay off the 
mortgage. She said before that they lived 
on the farm for 15 years without electricity. 
As soon as they got electricity, they 
bought a Maytag washer and a Kelvinator 
refrigerator.
   She got rides to work with people. She 

said gas was rationed in those days and she 
paid her driver $2 a week for rides to and 
from work. Her pay was $1.10 an hour in 
cash, paid every two weeks.
   Lyson said she belongs to the Rosie 
the Riveter group and they contacted 
her daughter about the flight. She said 
Congresswoman Dingell got it going.

Adebukola Orisadare 
graduates from Walsh Univ.
   Adebukola Orisadare, a resident of 
Belleville, graduated from Walsh University 
in North Canton, OH, with a Bachelor of 
Science in Nursing degree.
   Walsh University honored its 2015 
summer and fall graduates during the winter 
Commencement Ceremony on, Dec. 13, in 
the Gaetano M. Cecchini Family Health 
and Wellness Complex. 

“Many a small thing has been made 
large by the right kind of advertising.”

Mark Twain
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IN THE PROBATE COURT OF 
COLBERT COUNTY, ALABAMA

IN THE MATTER OF: THE ESTATE 
OF HAROLD GLEN CARRIGAN, 

DECEASED
CASE NO.: 15-0263

NOTICE OF HEARING
A hearing is hereby set on May 11, 2016 
at 11:30 a.m. in the Probate Court of 
Colbert County, Alabama for approval 
of the sale of real and personal property 
in the Estate of Harold Glen Carrigan, 
deceased.

DEBORAH BELL PASEUR
Attorney for Petitioner, Matthew W. Coats
Administrator
1847 N. Wood Avenue
Florence, AL 35630
(256) 766-3131

Publish: March 24, 2016;
March 31, 2016; April 7, 2016

Public Notice

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 

REQUEST FOR PROPOSALS 
GRASS CUTTING AND RELATED SERVICES  

 
The Charter Township of Van Buren, Wayne County, MI is requesting 
proposals for grass cutting and relate ervices for the enforcement of the 
Township’s Grass and Weeds Ordinance. Bid forms are available at the 
Township Clerk’s Office, 46425 Tyler Road, Va n Buren Township, MI 48111, 
from 7:30 a.m. 4:00 p.m., Monday – Friday. Sealed bids will be received until 
2:00 p.m. EST, Thursday, April 21, 2016, nd should be submitted to the 
Clerk’s office. ids may be submitted by U.S. Mail, personal service, or 
courier service, and no bids ubmitted by facsimile or electronically will be 
accepted after 2:00 p.m. EST, Thursday, April 21, 2016. The bids will be 
publicly opened following the bid deadline. The Township reserves the right 
to reject any and all bids and is not required to accept the low bid. The 
Township is an qual opportunity contractor, which does not discriminate 
based on race, sex, creed, or physical ability. If you have any questions 
regarding the bid specifications, please contact Lt. Charles Bazzy t 
(734) 699-8915.   
 

Published: March 31, 2016 

Court Watching:
Two men bound over 
for Sumpter roller rink 
stabbing, armed robbery

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Co-defendants Robert Kristopher Stilson 
and Santino Dominick Deleon were 
bound over to circuit court for March 
30 arraignments on the information on 
charges from the same incident in Sumpter 
Township.
   They were both charged with assault 
with intent to commit murder, assault 
with intent to do harm less than murder, 
armed robbery, and felony assault in the 
Halloween 2014 incident at a party at the 
roller rink in Sumpter Township.
   Deleon, 24, a habitual offender from 
Saginaw, was brought to 34th District Court 
for his preliminary exam on March 23 from 
the Saginaw County Jail where he is being 

held on separate charges. He is represented 
by retained attorney Rodney O’Farrell.
   Stilson, 26, was brought from the Wayne 
County Jail, where he was being held on 
$500,000/10% bond. His retained attorney 
is Sheldon Halpern, who went to Circuit 
Court Judge Timothy Kenny in Detroit to 
get his client’s bond reduced. 
   Chief 34th District Court Judge Tina 
Brooks Green said she had not heard of 
Judge Kenny’s reduction of Stilson’s bond 
until a few hours earlier. Halpern had been 
seeking a reduction of bond for Stilson, 
unsuccessfully, at the district court since 
his client was jailed.
   At the preliminary exam before Judge 
Green, Halpern wanted an adjournment of 
the preliminary exam because he said was 
unprepared for the exam. He said Sumpter 
Police had given him so much evidence 
that he couldn’t get through it all.
   “It’s been adjourned, adjourned, 
adjourned, adjourned,” said Judge Green. 
“How long should you be afforded for the 
purposes of this exam? Two weeks ago you 
got discovery.”
   Judge Green asked co-counsel O’Farrell 
if he was ready and he said he had already 
had the probable cause conference moved 
two weeks and he got his discovery package 
from Sumpter a week ago. He said he was 
ready to proceed.
   “This is for probable cause [for the 
preliminary exam], not a trial. We’ve got 
to try to get this case moving. This case is 
old.”
   Halpern persisted. He said in addition to 
the discovery itself, he has prior testimony 
of witnesses at a previous trial to read and 
he needs time for that.
   “You can discredit witnesses at trial,” 
Judge Green said, referring to the next step 
at circuit court.
   Halpern persisted, saying police gave him 
three discs and that’s three to four hours 
of viewing. It includes conversations, the 
chase, and other things.
   Sumpter Det. John Toth said he gave the 
discovery items to Halpern. Det. Toth said 
Halpern said he had been on vacation.

   “I cannot proceed,” Halpern stood to state 
to the court.
   “Have a seat. We’re proceeding,” Judge 
Green said and Halpern replied he is 
asking for a postponement in the interests 
of justice. Judge Green told him he could 
appeal her decision.
   First witness was Christopher Michael 
Johnson, who was part of the security 
team for an icebreaker special event at 
the rink. He testified how he was advised 
that someone was smoking a cigar inside 
the club and he approached that person 
and gave him a warning because smoking 
inside was not allowed.
   Then, he said he was advised the person 
was smoking again. Johnson said he asked 
the person to walk to the front of the 
building, where he planned to advise him 
to put it out or go outside and smoke.
   Johnson testified Ralph Rosas told him 
to get off his homeboy and the smoker 
-- described as “a short Hispanic guy 
with glasses” -- punched him and then he 
punched the smoker. Johnson said his boss 
told him to go outside and he was there two 
to five minutes when Deleon burst through 
the door with a knife, yelling, “I’m going 
to f------ kill you.” He said Deleon was 
followed by Stilson. Johnson identified the 
two co-defendants in the courtroom.
   “I started running and Deleon was chasing 
me,” Johnson said, adding he was in the 
front parking lot area and then ran down 
the line of parked cars. He said Deleon 
jumped up on the line of cars and chased 
him until he came to a fence and then he 
had to run back because there was nowhere 
else to go.
   He said he was running until his security 
team could help him, but they didn’t help 
him.
   “I was running for my life,” he said. He 
said Rosas and Deleon were chasing him, 
but not Stilson.
   Johnson said he was running toward the 
front of the club, toward Deleon and Rosas 
and he ran between them with his arms 
up in the air trying to avoid the knife. He 
thought, at first, that Deleon had punched 
him, but he saw the blood and pulled up 
his clothing to see 18 inches of his intestine 
hanging out of his body over his pants.
   He ran through the field toward the 
gas station with blood running down. He 
jumped a fence at the gas station and hid 
in somebody’s back yard until his friend 
came in his car and he got in his friend’s 
car. They went to the rink and, “I went to 
the first officer I saw. I went straight up and 
showed him what happened.”
   “Was Stilson with Deleon and Rosas?” the 

prosecutor asked. “Absolutely,” Johnson 
replied.
   Johnson said he was in the hospital for 
three days and had surgeries. In cross 
examination he said there were 300 people 
at the rink that night and eight security 
people. Johnson said two were stationed 
outdoors and he was a “rover.”
   Three other witnesses testified -- 
Christopher Johnson, Anthony Jones, 
Daniel Gilliam, and Officer Salajan -- and 
then Judge Green bound over Stilson and 
Deleon to the higher court for trial.
   Deleon was bound over on all the charges 
against him and Stilson was bound over on 
just assault with intent to do murder and 
assault with intent to do harm less than 
murder.
   The third codefendant in the Sumpter 
roller rink case was Ralph Rosas, 29, 
also of Saginaw, who last summer was 
convicted by a Wayne County jury of 
assault to do great bodily harm less than 
murder and armed robbery. He was found 
not guilty of assault with intent to commit 
murder and the felonious assault charge 
was dismissed.
   Rosas now is serving 18.75 to 50 years 
in prison, currently in the St. Louis, MI, 
correctional facility. He is appealing his 
conviction.

John Curtis Robertson
   John Curtis Robertson, 24, has been 
charged with unauthorized driving away of 
a motor vehicle, receiving and concealing 
the vehicle, assault on a police officer, and 
obstruction by disguise on March 3. He is 
being held in the Wayne County Jail on 
$40,000/10% bond.
   Robertson was scheduled to have his 
preliminary exam March 23 before Judge 
Green, but the prosecutor asked for an 
adjournment until 10 a.m., March 30, in 
order to get a necessary witness and Judge 
Green approved that request.
   The incident started out in Sumpter 
Township where Robertson worked at an 
establishment. He is accused of stealing a 
car from a coworker and driving off with 
it. Police said he ended up in a ditch in 
Van Buren Township where he ran off and 
struggled with police and gave a false name 
as identification.
   VBT Police Lt. Charles Bazzy said 
the Wayne County Prosecutor’s office 
combined the Sumpter and VBT offenses 
into one set for the prosecution.

Dakota Christian Grinage
   Dakota Christian Grinage, 22, is lodged 
in the Wayne County Jail on a $25,000/10% 
bond. He was scheduled for his preliminary 

(continued on page 18)
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Out of the 560 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police this week, the following are selected 
for this column.
Sunday, March 20:
   0013 – private property accident, Belleville Rd.
   0017 – noise complaint, Pine Dr.
   0036 – operating while intoxicated, WB I-94 / 
Haggerty
   0129 – disturbance, Westlake
   0405 – property damage accident, Boulder Pond 
Blvd. / Savage Rd.
   0935 – assault & battery, Maple Dr.
   1100 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1114 – private property accident, Sawgrass Ct.
   1406 – trespassing, Woodgrove Dr.
   1434 – mental, N. Bellridge Dr.
   1645 – property damage accident, Martinsville Rd.
   1847 – assault & battery, Beckley
   1925 – fraud, Florence Ln.
   1949 – assault & battery, Ash Dr.
   1957 – mental,  Hull Rd.
   2025 – narcotics crime, Meadows Cir.
   2042 – mental, Hull Rd.
   2053 – narcotics crime, Oak Ln.
   2131 – narcotics crime, S. I-94 Service Dr.
Monday, March 21:
   0255 – noise complaint, Lighthouse Dr.
   0850 – unauthorized driving away of auto, S. I-94 
Service Dr.
   0952 – harassment call, Dorchester Dr.
   1022 – suicide or attempt, Hoeft Rd.
   1129 – abandoned auto, Hanover Dr.
   1140 – property damage accident, Tyler Rd.
   1403 – child abuse, E. Huron River Dr.
   1429 – fraud, Lake Villa
   1554 – property damage accident, Lenmoore Ave.
   1611 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1650 – malicious destruction of property, Village 
Green Ln.
   1840 – juvenile complaint, Ecorse/Belleville Rd.
   1847 – private property accident, E. Schooner Dr.
   1852 – malicious destruction of property, Oak Ln.
   1902 – assault & battery, Alden Ave.
   1925 – juvenile complaint, Freedom Way
Tuesday, March 22:
   0752 – malicious destruction of property, Belleville
   1026 – private property accident, Ecorse Rd.
   1350 – noise complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1613 – personal injury accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Martz Rd.
   1656 – property damage accident, N. I-94 Service 
Dr.
   1706 – traffic hazard, Martz Rd.
   1815 – property damage accident, S. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Lodge Lanes
   1820 – assault & battery, N. Ponderosa Trl.
   1842 – larceny, Park Estates
   1918 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Ecorse Rd.
   1940 – assault & battery, N. Liberty
   2018 – vehicle repossession, E. Huron River Dr.
Wednesday, March 23:
   0004 – assault & battery, Sadie Ln.
   0447 – assault & battery, Denton Rd.
   0814 – larceny from auto, Denton Rd.
   0932 – code enforcement, Endicott Ave.
   1009 – agency assist, Van Buren Ct.
   1137 – child abuse, Denton Rd.
   1321 – disorderly conduct, Belleville Rd.
   1357 – fraud, Westlake
   1424 – breaking & entering, Mantauk Ct.
   1814 – fraud, Pond Bluff Dr.
   1840 – property damage accident, Rawsonville
   2046 – liquor violation, Belleville Rd.
   2241 – liquor violation, Belleville Rd.
Thursday, March 24:
   0244 – liquor violation, Belleville Rd.
   0620 – disturbance, Village Green Ln.
   0739 – property damage accident, Rawsonville / 
Grove
   0923 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1145 – fraud, Rawsonville Rd.
   1239 – assist fire dept., I-94 WB/Haggerty
   1454 – noise complaint, S. Woodbury Dr.
   1600 – neighbor trouble, Savage Rd.
   1732 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 

Sunrise Ln.
   1843 – liquor violation, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2045 – suicide or attempt, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2054 – water leak found, Greenbriar Dr.
Friday, March 25:
   0144 – unauthorized driving away of auto, S. 
Bellridge Dr.
   0808 – operating while intoxicated, Ecorse Rd. / 
Belleville Rd.
   1125 – fraud, Michigan Ave.
   1128 – personal injury accident, Ecorse Rd./Beck
   1225 – assault & battery, Denton Rd.
   1345 – fraud, America
   1358 – private property accident, Belleville Square
   1509 – private property accident, Belleville Rd.
   1643 – fraud, Brookside Dr.
   1910 – breaking & entering, Freedom Way
   2247 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Haggerty
Saturday, March 26:
   0308 – assault & battery, Tyler Rd.
   0358 – breaking & entering,  Mott 
   0423 – private property incident, Westlake Cir. / 
Belleville Rd.
   1203 – disturbance, N. Bellridge Dr.
   1345 – larceny, Maude Ct.
   1355 – intimidation threat, Belleville Rd.
   1554 – larceny, Brandi
   1559 – fraud, Belleville
   1607 – noise complaint, Woodbury Green
   1625 – water leak found, Wheeler St., cancelled
   1727 – narcotics crime, Kirkridge
   1731 – noise complaint, Elwell Rd.
   1934 – malicious destruction of property, W. Huron 
River Dr.
   2030 – retail fraud, Rawsonville
   2241 – disturbance, Oak Ln.
Also on this week’s log are 207 traffic stops, with 33 
of those on the I-94 or I-275 freeways and 10 within 
the city limits of Belleville.

Sunday, March 20:
   0413 – agency assist, Savage/Boulder Bond
   1020 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1112 – civil matter, Carmell St.
   1604 – assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr.
   2216 – agency assist, W. Wabash Ave.
   2254 – assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
Monday, March 21:
   0918 – property damage accident, Main St.
   0920 – juvenile complaint, Carmell St.
   1031 – animal complaint, N. Edgemont Ave.
   1328 – assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
   1343 – E-911 hang up/investigation, Owen St.
   1514 – property damage accident, Main/First
   1603 – assault & battery, Sumpter Rd.
   1728 – assist fire dept., Main St.
   2135 – panic alarm, N. Liberty St.
Tuesday, March 22:
   0248 – suspicious situation, Potter Dr.
   0858 – assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
   1002 – E-911 hang up/investigation, Owen St.
   1602 – welfare check, W. Columbia Ave.
   1615 – assist fire dept., Light Tower Ct.
   1705 – information, Main St., cancelled
   1934 – domestic assault, N. Liberty St.
   2338 – assist fire dept., Henry St.
Wednesday, March 23:
   0529 – assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
   0706 – suspicious situation, Harbour Pointe Dr.
   0830 – water leak found, Potter Dr.
   0841 – intrusion alarm, Sumpter Rd.
   1053 – sexual assault, Quirk
   1132 – suspicious situation, Belle Villa Blvd.
   1229 – suspicious situation, N. Liberty/Third
   1246 – information, W. Columbia Ave.
   1246 – disorderly conduct, W. Columbia Ave.
   1518 – assist fire dept., Second St.
   1737 – ordinance violation, Loza/Huron River Dr.
   2047 – assist fire dept., Henry St.
   2110 – domestic assault, Loza Ln.
   2112 – welfare check, Sumpter Rd.
Thursday, March 24:
   0103 – assist fire dept., Henry St.
   0751 – property damage accident, N. Liberty St.
   1423 – private property accident, South St.
   1540 – disorderly conduct, Fifth St.
   1547 – traffic complaint, Sumpter Rd./Owen St.

   1607 – civil matter, Sumpter Rd.
   1729 – intrusion alarm, Main St.
   1939 – larceny, N. Liberty St.
   2044 – suspicious vehicle, Owen
Friday, March 25:
   0319 – parking complaint, Victorian Ln.
   0557 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   0934 – E-911 hang up/investigation, Third St.
   1252 – welfare check, Main St.
   1752 – parking complaint, Carmell St.
   1944 – suspicious vehicle, W. Columbia Ave.
   2153 – vehicle lockout, Marathon
   2210 – suspicious situation, Brain St.
   2345 – assist fire dept., Santa Clara St.
Saturday, March 26:
   0102 – warrant arrest, old MSP Post, Huron St.
   0215 – narcotics crime, W. Waterbury Ct.
   0530 – suspicious vehicle, Carmell St.
   1126 – civil matter, Fourth St.
   1423 – assist fire dept., Robbe St.
   1549 – larceny, Brandi, cancelled
   1552 – suspicious person, Frosty Boy, cancelled
   1713 – juvenile complaint, Owen Middle School
   2213 – juvenile complaint, Waterbury/Victorian 
Ln.
   2343 – assist fire dept., Belle Villa Blvd.
Also on this week’s log are 36 traffic stops.

Sunday, March 20:
   0350 – civil dispute, 22000 bl. Fenster Rd.
   0800 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1118 – well-being check, Rustic Ln.
   1223 – well-being check, Arizona
   1228 – family trouble, 45000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1327 – malicious destruction of property, Carriage 
Ln.
   1702 – neighbor complaint, 20000 bl. Sherwood
   1900 – animal complaint, Martinsville/Harris
   2113 – warrant arrest pick up, 50000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   2324 – fire dept. assist, 43000 bl. Dunn Rd.
Monday, March 21:
   0013 – fire dept. assist, 17000 bl. Sully Dr.
   0250 – alarm, 29000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0502 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0808 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1219 – well-being check, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1226 – fraud complaint, 28000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1258 -- neighbor complaint, 20000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   1437 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1438 – suspicious incident, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1755 – harassment complaint, 24000 bl. Clark Rd.
   1826 – alarm, 25000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1927 – civil dispute, Carriage Ln.
   2034 – 911 hang up, 50000 bl. Arkona Rd.
Tuesday, March 22:
   0414 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   0802 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1159 – assist other agency, out of township
   1514 – well-being check, Willow/Sumpter
   1701 – civil dispute, 23000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   2031 – personal injury accident, 46000 bl. Willow 
Rd.
Wednesday, March 23:
   0628 – death investigation, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1205 – suspicious incident, 22000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1301 – missing person, 26000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1404 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1416 – suspicious incident, 22000 bl. Sherwood
   1444 – suspicious vehicle, 22000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1530 – subpoena service, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1622 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Judd Rd.
Thursday, March 24:
   0438 – fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   0746 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   0759 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0802 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1110 – suspicious incident, 22000 bl. Martinsville
   1346 – found property, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1506 – fire dept. assist, Wyoming
   1559 – property damage accident, 47000 bl. Bemis
   2014 – warrant arrest pick up, 24000 bl. Sumpter
   2111 – parking complaint, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Friday, March 25:
   0030 – alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0558 – mental health commitment, 22000 bl. 
Martinsville Rd.
   1004 – death investigation, 27000 bl. Sumpter Rd.

   1319 – fraud complaint, 45000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1556 – civil dispute, New Mexico
   1815 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Judd Rd.
Saturday, March 26:
   0816 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0817 – hunting complaint, 50000 bl. Wear Rd.
   0838 – fire dept. assist, 25000 bl. Clark Rd.
   0858 – death investigation, 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1310 – criminal sexual conduct, 50000 bl. Willis
   1612 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1702 – fire dept. assist, 40000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1900 – disorderly person, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1955 – assist other agency, Arizona
   2349 – family trouble, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 10 follow-up investigations, 
31 miscellaneous details, 125 patrol checks, and 61 
traffic stops.

exam before Judge Green on March 23 on 
two misdemeanor charges of aggravated 
domestic assault and one felony charge 
of assault on a police officer in VBT that 
occurred March 5.
   He waived that preliminary exam and 
was bound over to circuit court for his 
arraignment on the information on March 
30. He was represented by court appointed 
attorney David Lankford.

Sharitta Marie Givens
Sean Lee Wells

   Co-defendants on first-degree home 
invasion charges on Feb. 16 in Van Buren 
Township are Sharitta Marie Givens and 
Sean Lee Wells. They are scheduled for 
their preliminary exams before Judge 
David Parrott on March 30.
   Givens, 34, posted her $5,000/10% bond 
and hired attorney Christopher Quinn. 
Wells, 42, remained lodged on $10,000/10% 
bond. He is being represented by retained 
attorney Kirsten Iverson, but another 
attorney stood in for her at a probable cause 
conference on March 23.
   A request was made to lower his bond 
from $10,000 to $5,000, but Wayne County 
Assistant Prosecutor Ryan Lukiewski 
objected saying Wells and his co-defendant 
were wearing masks and brandishing tire 
irons. He said there was a confrontation 
and Wells raised the tire iron. He said he 
believed Wells was very dangerous. Judge 
Green left the bond as it was.

Patricia Marie Bowler
   Patricia Marie Bowler, 25, took a plea 
deal on her felony charge of possession of 
analogues. She pled guilty to a misdemeanor 
charge of use of a controlled substance and 
Judge Green gave her one year of deferred 
sentence and a fine of $1,000 plus costs.
   Bowler told Judge Green she had been 
using a controlled substance in VBT on 
Aug. 12, 2015. She said she had been 
addicted to OxyContin in the past.

Jaquette Ravae Faulks
   Jaquette Ravae Faulks, 24, faces charges 
of assault with a dangerous weapon, 
malicious destruction of property more 
than $200 but less than $1,000, and driving 
while license suspended on March 9 in 
VBT. She was out after posting bond of 
$3,000/10%.
   Her probable cause conference was March 
23 and she is scheduled for her preliminary 
exam on March 30.

Court watching
(continued from page 17)
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   Phillip C. Hart, Democrat, has announced 
his candidacy for Supervisor of Van Buren 
Township and has filed the required 
nominating petitions to place him on the 
ballot for the Aug. 2, 
2016 primary election.
   Hart said he believes 
that the need for 
qualified, effective 
leadership will be an 
important issue in this 
election.
   “We now have a 
budget of over $14 
million and 150 
township employees,” he said. “Managing 
such an organization requires a leader with 
the proper background, experience, and 
leadership skills.”
   The township is facing several significant 
challenges, but with proper leadership Hart 
said he believes that these issues can be 
resolved.
   “We must also look to the future,” he said. 
“We must recognize that we are a desirable 
community in which to do business and to 
live and raise our families. Our location 
has many advantages for development 
and future growth is inevitable, with this 
understanding I have earned a Citizens 
Planner Certification in planning and 
zoning through Michigan State University. 
Qualified leadership is vital to manage, 
control and take advantage of this expected 
growth.”
   Hart said he believes that he can 
provide this leadership. His education, 
private-sector management experience, 
governmental experience and a clear record 
of dedicated community involvement has 
prepared him for this role.
   Hart has been a resident of the township 
for 33 years. He and his wife Karen married 
in 1984 and they have two daughters, 
Ashley and Blair, and both are graduates 
of Belleville High School and Eastern 
Michigan University. 
   Hart received a Bachelor in Business 
Administration degree from Northwood 
University and an associate’s degree in 
Commerce from Henry Ford Community 
College.
   He has also attended numerous seminars 
and training sessions on management 
and leadership skills. Hart is enrolled 
in the Michigan Township Governance 
Academy.  
   Hart recently left Ford Motor Company 
after a 38-year career. He held multiple 
technical and management positions.
   “As a New Model Launch Specialist, I 
was responsible for leading the Launch 
Team in the introduction of new models,” 
he said. “Team members included design, 
manufacturing and quality engineers, as 
well as global suppliers. Budgets and 
human resource management were also 
important areas of responsibility.
   “My employment experience has taught 

Phillip Hart files for supervisor 
position in Aug. 2 VBT election

me the value of a ‘team approach,’ a 
concept that I will bring to the Supervisor’s 
office.”
   Hart is now completing his fifth term as 
Van Buren Township Trustee.
   “I am very humbled and grateful to the 
residents for their continued support and 
confidence in me” Hart stated.
   Hart’s record of governmental services 
include: Board representative to the 
Public Safety Committee, Environmental 
Commission, Cable Commission, Lake 
Committee, Solid Waste Negotiation 
Committee, member of the Public Safety 
Millage Committee and member and past 
chairman of the Board of Zoning Appeals.
   “I am a member of the Belleville 
Area Chamber of Commerce, Michigan 
Township Association, St. Anthony’s 
Church and the Belleville Yacht Club. I 
believe that I have established a true record 
of dedication to the community and I 
have built relationships with other elected 
officials on the local, county and state levels 
which is valuable to our community”.
   Hart said he believes he has been 
effective in representing the community 
and that there is more work to be done.  He 
said he has always been an advocate for 
our community and represents Van Buren 
Township in a positive and professional 
manner. 
   Hart said he believes that communication 
is vital to effective leadership and that a 
healthy debate on important issues facing 
Van Buren Township benefits all the 
residents.
   “As Supervisor I will work closely with 
the entire board and will continue to seek 
input from each board member, as well as 
from employees, residents and the business 
community” he stated. “It is important to 
provide the highest level of services to our 
residents in a cost-effective manner and to 
eliminate unnecessary expense. Working 
together we will move Van Buren Township 
forward toward our goal of becoming a 
premier community.
   “I hope that the residents will give me 
the opportunity to continue to serve our 
community by voting for me as Supervisor 
in the Aug. 2, 2016, Primary Election. 
I will need your help and support. I will 
truly appreciate any assistance that you can 
provide to my campaign.
   “I can be reached at philliphartforvbt@
comcast.net .”

Phillip C. Hart

Four Belleville residents get 
degrees from WMU in Dec.
   Four residents of Belleville earned degrees 
from Western Michigan University on Dec. 19, 
2015 following the fall session. Devine Auriana 
Loving earned two bachelor of science degrees. 
Karlie Ranea Mitchell earned a bachelor of 
science and a bachelor of social work. Casey 
Stephen O’Keefe earned a bachelor of science 
degree. Ashlee P. Wade earned a bachelor of 
arts.
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USED CAR SPECIAL

2016 FUSION SE
24 month lease for

$131/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $3,250.

BUY AS LOW AS $19,715.

2016 ESCAPE SE
24 month lease for

$142/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $3,500. BUY AS LOW AS $21,285.

2015 EDGE SEL 
AWD

With Leather. 24 month lease for

$276/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $3,250.

BUY AS LOW AS $31,918.

2007 TOYOTA
SOLARA 

Convertable

$6,888

New 
DETAIL SHOP
NOW OPEN!

2016 EXPLORER XLT
Leather, Navigation. 24 month lease for

$286/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $2,200. BUY AS LOW AS $33,393.

2016 F-150
SUPERCAB XLT

4x4
24 month lease for

$275/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $5,300.

BUY AS LOW AS $33,777.

WE’RE STILL 
OPEN DURING

CONSTRUCTION!


