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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
The FIRST Robotics competition between 39 school teams, including Belleville High School, opened Friday morning with a ceremony 
at BHS gymnasium where the competitions were to begin. The BHS JROTC honor guard was present along with special guests who 
addressed the crowd: Congresswoman Debbie Dingell, Van Buren Public School District Supt. Pete Kudlak, and BHS Principal Nicole 
Crockett. There was a lengthy presentation by Brandon and Austin Elwart about a driverless NiFT Shuttle after it carried them into the 
gym. The shuttle was created by Shane Elwart and built in the City of Belleville in 100 days. It won second place in the Experimental 
Division at the Detroit Autorama. It also was in the Winter Fest parade. At the end of the two days of competitions, the BHS Belle Voxel 
Bots Team 6615 had a record of seven wins, five losses, and no disqualifications and ranked 21 of 39 teams overall. Ranking first was 
Charyl Stockwell Preparatory Academy of Brighton. University of Detroit Jesuit High School and Academy ranked second and Adams 
High School of Rochester Hills ranked third in the overall competition for this event. Local sponsors were Belleville Yacht Club, Stoney 
Creek Motorsports, ZF North America, Constellium, Van Buren Education Foundation, and Belleville High School.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   John Delaney, second vice chairman of the 
Van Buren Township Local Development 
Finance Authority, had a question about 
what the LDFA would do in the future if 
it paid off its big debt and got some money 

LDFA discusses bylaw wording in case it pays off its debt
to spend.
   He asked the question at the end of the 
LDFA’s in-person meeting on March 8.
   He said his thinking on this started when 
he asked what they will do with the money 
from the sale of the LDFA property to 
DTE. He was told everything is needed to 
pay down the debt from the Visteon bond 
and it wouldn’t be wise to borrow money 
from VBT and pay interest on it when the 
DTE money could help pay down the debt.
   “But later, if we weren’t in arrears, what 
would we do with money?” Delaney asked. 

He suggested the LDFA be proactive and 
not wait. Such a procedure is not mentioned 
in the bylaws.
   VBT Supervisor Kevin McNamara, who 
sits on the LDFA, said the LDFA sets its 
budget and the township board approves it.
   “If you had a great idea, you’d have to 
convince four of seven board members to 
approve it,” Supervisor McNamara said, 
reminding him the LDFA is borrowing 
$1.7 million from the township every year 
until the bonds are paid off.

Social media post 
of traffic stop 
brings 10 charges
   At about 8:44 p.m. Saturday, a Van Buren 
Township police officer conducted a traffic 
stop on a vehicle for speeding on Haggerty 
Road.
   VBT Police Chief Jason Wright said the 
driver of the vehicle was issued a ticket for 
speeding and released.
   About 30 minutes later, VBT police were 
notified by the Washtenaw County Sheriff’s 
Department that they observed a video on 
social media of the VBT’s officer’s traffic 
stop on Haggerty Road where a rear-seat 
passenger in that vehicle was observed 
pointing a handgun directly at the officer 
during the stop while the officer spoke with 
the driver.
   “To say the least, this was a very 
disturbing video and sobering to watch for 
anyone,” said Chief Wright.
   “This is an example of how dangerous 
traffic stop encounters can be for police 
officers,” he said.
   The video revealed the rear seat passenger 
had raised and pointed a semi-automatic 
handgun directly at the officer while 
holding a cellphone to record the incident, 
Chief Wright said.
   Van Buren Police Dispatch put a BOL (be-
on-the-lookout) out to area departments 
referencing this incident and at about 11 
p.m., Washtenaw County Sheriff Deputies 
stopped the suspect vehicle and recovered 
a handgun and took the occupants from the 
vehicle into custody.
   The charge was felonious assault on the 
officer. After completing the investigation, 
a warrant request was prepared by Van 
Buren Township Police detectives.
   The Wayne County Prosecutor’s 
Office charged the suspect Jordon Chike 
Odumodu, age 21, of Ypsilanti, with nine 
criminal counts and a habitual offender, 
four-offense notice:
   • Weapons – firearms - possession by 
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Amenities 
• 100% Smoke free campus 
• Individual heating & cooling 
• Emergency in-unit pull cords 

•      Subsidized rent 
•      On-site laundry 
•      Transportation available 

 

    www.csi.coop         (800) 593-3052            TDD (800) 348-7011 

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 
 

For more information call: 
734-699-8676 

M-W-F    9am-Noon 

Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors  

BELLEVILLE CO-OP 
For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide  

the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 

MAN CAVE DECOR & COLLECTIBLES!

668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111

Tuesday - Saturday
12 Noon to 5 PM

Private
Sale

Cash or
local checks

Sports
Memorabilia

Tools and
Collectibles

Boating
Accessories

Hunting Gear
Guns, Bows

Knives
Fishing Poles

Fishing Lures
Lionel Trains

(734) 699- 4438

Over 1,000 frames to choose from
Which one is you?

FIND

YOUR

STYLE

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

Over 1,000 frames to choose from
Which one is you?

FIND

YOUR

STYLE

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

Over 1,000 frames to choose from
Which one is you?

FIND

YOUR

STYLE

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products
•  Hay and Straw  •  Poultry Food
•  Horse and Livestock Feed

Hours:
Mon-Fri 9aM-6pM  •  sat 9aM-5pM

sun 10aM-4pM

Like Us On

Willis Feed Mill
Nutritiously Sound

Quality Pet/Animal Food

Serving Belleville & SoutheaSt Michigan!

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 Michigan ave. – canton

Roofing • Siding • Flat Roofs
Free estimates!  • Licensed & insured

call (734) 397-8122

OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Building
Material Prices are soaring!

•  act now to receive 2021 Pricing on complete 
    roof and siding installation thru 4/30/22.
•  receive certainteed 4-star Warranty on Full
    roof replacements.

ask how to get Your Free
$250 cabelas gift card!

we have covid testing and all covid vaccines available
Transfer 3 or More 

PrescriPTions To 
Truewellness

and GeT a
$25 BP GIFT 

CARD!*

$25

Limited time OnLy.

Good for fuel or 
ConvenienCe Store.

*SOme excLuSiOnS AppLy FOr 
medicAre And medicAid pAtientS. 

See StOre FOr detAiLS.

we accePt all insURance Plans and aUto claiMs
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By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   After a long discussion at its regular 
meeting on March 22, the Sumpter 
Township Board of Trustees approved 
Darwin McClary as its new township 
administrator on a 4-2-0 vote, with Trustee 
Peggy Morgan refusing to vote at all.
   Trustee Morgan stated that she thinks 
Sumpter Township is too small to need an 
administrator.
   Voting yes were Trustees Tim Rush and 
Don LaPorte, Treasurer Vincent Warren, 
and Supervisor Tim Bowman. Voting no 
were Trustee Matthew Oddy and Clerk 
Esther Hurst.
   McClary will make a $90,000 salary 
and have the same benefits as other at-will 
employees at the township. He had said 
during his interview that he needed no 
health care.
   The recommendation of the hiring 
committee was added as an agenda item 
during the meeting. The committee 
had met on Feb. 28 to consider nine 
resumes for township administrator: 
Antoine Jordan, Neil Hammerbacher, 
Rodney Schellenberger, Ken D. Marten, 
confidential candidate (who requested full 
confidentiality in review and discussion), 
Jacob Goscicki, Don Hall, John Hamilton, 
and Karen Armatis. One additional 
person who had applied withdrew from 
consideration before that meeting.
   The committee then met on March 7 to 
interview the three final candidates – Ken 
D. Marten, Darwin McClary (who was the 
confidential candidate at the beginning), 
and Karen Armatis -- and then voted to 
meet again to reinterview McClary and 
Armatis, but the second interviews were 
not held.
   The second meeting, on March 14, was 
spent discussing the recommendations 
and considering news articles on McClary 
gathered by Public Safety Director Eric 
Luke and brought to the table by Clerk 
Hurst.
   When the board got to the hiring 
committee’s report on the March 22 
agenda, Clerk Hurst asked who made the 
decision to not bring the two finalists in 
for a second interview and why that was 
decided.
   She said the minutes of that first meeting 
said that they voted to bring the two 
finalists back for a second interview and 
the committee approved those minutes.
   “I understood they were coming,” said 
Trustee Morgan who was present at the 
March 7 and 14 meetings. “I was shocked 
they didn’t come.”
   “The background checks didn’t come back 
until after the first interviews,” said Hurst, 
who was appointed to the hiring committee 

Sumpter board approves administrator McClary on split vote

but missed the March 7 meeting. Trustee 
Rush filled in for her at that meeting. Then 
she was back for the March 14 meeting.
   “Everyone reviewed everything,” said 
Rush. “What more do we have to do?”
   Hurst said she saw red flags in the reports 
she saw on McClary and she didn’t like 
how often he changed jobs.
   Morgan said it was political as Treasurer 
Warren had pointed out that when a new 
board comes in, it often changes appointed 
employees. She said the same thing 
happens in Sumpter Township and other 
communities.
   Trustee LaPorte, who wasn’t at those 
meetings, said he was also under the 
impression there were going to be second 
interviews. He said a committee has to “Do 
what you say and say what you do.”
   “They were told not to come,” said Hurst, 
repeating she wants to know who decided 
that.
   “It’s nothing to do with him,” Morgan 
said of McClary who was sitting in the 
audience.
   “No. It’s all on us,” LaPorte agreed.
   “I’m against hiring an administrator 
here,” said Morgan. “We’re not big enough 
and I don’t think it’s needed.”
   “McClary was voted in and we should 
leave it at that,” Supervisor Bowman said.
   “Who made the decision not to interview 
again?” repeated Hurst, who said she 
had wanted to be able to ask him some 
questions. “It’s in the minutes.”
   Trustee Matt Oddy said the minutes were 
approved without amendments and he was 
at the first meeting and expected them to be 

reinterviewed at the second meeting. It’s a 
matter of protocol, he said.
   Trustee Oddy also said they put two 
employees in positions they never should 
have been put in, having to vote on hiring 
someone they would be subordinate to. He 
referred to Finance Director Scott Holtz 
and Public Safety Director Eric Luke, who 
were on the hiring committee and voted on 
the candidates.
   “This board made that decision and it 
was a poor decision,” Oddy said, referring 
to naming the committee. “Voting to hire 
your boss? I think it was wrong.”
   “We can learn from our mistakes,” 
Bowman said. “Mr. Darwin … McClary 
shouldn’t have to sit and listen to this … 
It’s a bunch of crap … There’s someone in 
our presence who hasn’t always followed 
procedure on numerous occasions.”
   “Mr. McClary still scored higher,” said 
Treasurer Warren who was chairman of the 
hiring committee. “We established our own 
protocol … not saying mistakes weren’t to 
be made.”
   LaPorte said McClary probably is the best 
candidate. He said the second interview 
would have discussed wages and benefits, 
but Young stepped up to say the details of 
the contract would be the same as the other 
at-will employees.
   After the meeting, McClary shook 
hands with board members and Oddy told 
McClary his vote not to hire him was not 
personal.
   McClary of Waterford Township has 
30-plus years of experience as a city and 
village manager. He has a master’s degree 
in public administration, which was helpful 
to provide a well-rounded education, he 
said in the March 7 interview.
   He has experience in Human Resources 
and collective bargaining, as well as grants, 
administration, and procurement.
   He said he is a shy person and his work 
helped him to come out of his shell. He is 
experienced with working with staff and 
boards and particularly residents, he said.
   McClary said that he has a sense of 
humor, likes to laugh, and enjoy people he 
works with, but he is a strong manager.
   He told the hiring committee that he 
has never administered a township. He 
has managed cities and villages, but he 
is familiar with townships and general 
law township. Elected officials who are 
department heads is a new experience and 
exciting for him, he said.
   When asked how he deals with conflict, 
McClary replied to the hiring committee 
that you have to do everything you can 
to de-escalate the situation. A citizen is 
upset with the situation; they’re frustrated. 
You have to identify solutions to identify 
their concerns, being respectful and 

professional, with genuine empathy.
   In other business at the two-hour-and-
18-minute meeting that included the work/
study and regular meetings, the board:
   • Removed from the agenda approval 
to entertain any and all offers for the 
township-owned property, Parcel #82 
81 016 99 0014 715, located on Sumpter 
Road. The board was, instead, considering 
using an auctioneer to sell the township 
property, which was discussed at the 
workshop before the regular meeting;
   • Approved the 2022-23 Sumpter 
Township Operating Budget;
   • Approved Fourth-Quarter Budget 
Adjustments;
   • Approved the language for the Police 
Protection Millage for the August ballot, 
that identifies two questions: a renewal/
increase of 1 mill and renewal/increase of 
2 mills, effective 2022, levied for 4 years. 
The 1 mill had been reduced by Headlee to 
.98044 mill and it will be increased to the 
original 1 mill and will bring an estimated 
$382,500 in the first year the millage is 
levied. The 2 mills were reduced to 1.96088 
by Headlee and it will be increased to the 
original 2 mills and is estimated to bring 
$765,000 in the first year the millage is 
levied;
   • Approved the proposal from Burnham 
& Flower Insurance Group for township 
liability and insurance coverage effective 
April1 at a cost of $118,041, including 
last minute additions by Hurst. During 
the workshop there was discussion 
with township attorney Rob Young on 
liability concerning cutting vegetation at 
intersections;
   • Approved a contract with Kennedy 
Industries of Wixom to repair a lift station 
pump for a total cost of $7,190. DPW 
Director John Danci said this lift station 
is at Holiday Woods and it had an oil seal 
leak. There are two pumps there and the 
other is working so there still is service. He 
said it would cost $24,000 to replace the 
pump;
   • Approved purchasing DPW inventory 
from Core & Main of Canton totaling 
$15,364.67, as recommended by Danci;
   • After Hurst put a complicated item on 
the agenda concerning entering of accounts 
payable, with a $9,500 update, this was 
voted down with LaPorte, Warren, Oddy, 
and Bowman voting no;
   • After discussing it briefly at the work/
study session, decided to wait until another 
meeting to consider a resolution from the 
Conference of Western Wayne demanding 
that impacted Great Lakes Water Authority 
member communities not be responsible 
for the City of Highland Park’s GLWA 
debt. The resolution was brought forward 

Darwin McClary
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Editorial

When should the 
public be allowed
to address boards?
   There have been a few people unhappy 
lately with boards that represent them. In 
order to keep the public from saying too 
much at meetings that might disrupt things, 
public comments have been moved to the 
beginning of the agenda – and that’s it. 
That’s what happened at the Belleville 
DDA and Sumpter Township Board of 
Trustees recently.
   If the board has a well-kept web site with 
the agenda on it so you can study it before 
the meeting and consider what needed 
comment before action farther on down the 
agenda, that might work.
   If, you get to the meeting, pick up the 
agenda, and see something you really 
care about on it, you have a few, precious 
moments to prepare your remarks. And, it’s 
hard to know what new information might 
be brought up in the discussion, so those 
things can’t be addressed.
   After their decisions are made, you can’t 
congratulate the board members on their 
votes or chastise them if you disagree. Too 
late. Wait until the next meeting.
   Some boards, like the city council, district 
library, VBT DDA, LDFA, Keystone 
Academy, Van Buren Public Schools, and 
VBT, Sumpter, and Belleville planning 
commissions, welcome public comments 
throughout the meetings, but we suppose if 
the comments were too harsh and too long, 
they’d have to make new rules, too.
   Just when should the public speak?

   At the end of the March 23 Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission meeting, 
Steven Darke asked via zoom about any 
updates on construction proposed for the 
northeast corner of Morton Taylor and 
Tyler roads, just west of the condos.
   Commissioners suggested he meant the 
southeast corner, where construction is 
now under way on an adult care facility 
with memory unit.
   No, Dan Power said. He said Darke 
lives in the area and he was talking about 
the northeast area. Power, VBT director 
of planning and economic development, 
said a developer was proposing over 100 
senior independent units, not dependent. 
Vidya Krishna, planning consultant from 
McKenna Associates, said it was 144 
units and the large vacant site is zoned 
for multiple dwellings. Power said that 
the developer is meeting with homeowner 
associations in that area to explain his 
project. Power said there was no update.

***
   Last Thursday a man called to say he 
looked in the paper and saw nothing about 
March 29 being “Vietnam Day.” He said he 
served in Vietnam and when he came back 
to Belleville, people here spit on him and 
he doesn’t know why he thought we would 
do anything different. He then hung up.
   I was taken aback because I didn’t 
know anything about “Vietnam Day.” It 
turns out National Vietnam War Veterans 
Day celebrated its fifth anniversary on 
March 29, 2022. It was signed into law by 
President Donald Trump in 2017 and is to 
be celebrated on March 29 in perpetuity, 
joining six other military-centric annual 
observances -- Armed Forces Day, 

Memorial Day, Independence Day, 
National Korean War Veterans Armistice 
Day, Navy Day, and Veterans Day.
   March 29, 1973 was the day the United 
States Military Assistance Command, 
Vietnam was disestablished and also the 
day the last U.S. combat troops departed 
Vietnam. In addition, on and around this 
same day Hanoi released the last of its 
acknowledged prisoners of war.
   The Department of Veterans Affairs 
estimates that today there are more than 
6 million U.S. Vietnam veterans living in 
America and abroad, along with 9 million 
families of those who served during the 
timeframe of Nov. 1, 1955 to May 15, 
1975. We certainly appreciate their service, 
every one.
   President George W. Bush signed into law 
the National Defense Authorization Act in 
2008 to celebrate the 50th anniversary of the 
Vietnam War and President Barack Obama 
officially inaugurated this commemoration 
at the Vietnam Veterans Memorial on May 
28, 2012.

***
   On Monday, Van Buren Township Police 
sent out a Nixel alert that there would be 
a lot of noise and police presence in the 
area of the I-94 South Service Drive and 
Haggerty Road that day for police training, 
and there would be no threat to the public.
   Chief Wright explained: “Our SWAT 
officers were training in the area and they 
were going to make a bunch of noise for 

a couple of hours, so we had them knock 
on the area doors and tell people and we 
decided to send a Nixle, as well.   Just a 
training day.”

***
   We received word that all three pastors 
resigned on Sunday at Bethany Bible 
Church in Belleville. It was explained that 
the three wanted to remain a “package” 
and they wanted a vote 
of confidence from the 
board on all three at 
once. They handed that 
request to the board and 
it was denied. Some of 
the members agreed 
and some didn’t.

***
   The timer and buzzer at Van Buren 
Township for those speaking before the 
board of trustees hasn’t been used in a long 
time. Now, Sumpter has instituted a timer 
and buzzer for those speaking longer than 
three minutes.
   On March 22, resident Mary Ban was 
the first speaker to stand to talk after the 
timer was announced and she spoke for 
three minutes, heard the buzzer, and then 
sat down. No one else came up to talk. We 
think the timer actually was put in place 
for the two men who spoke at the previous 
meeting. They were unhappy with the 
board and spoke longer than the board 
wanted to hear them. So, now there’s a new 
rule.
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Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

Letters

Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.

•   Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements
•   Payroll Services
•   Business and Personal Tax Returns
•   Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation
•   Quickbooks Training and Support

Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals

152 Main Street
(in The Professional Building)

Belleville, MI 48111

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA Gayl Parr, CPA

All major credit cards accepted

Criss, Wilmarth & Parr
Certified Public Accountants

Visit our website
www.bellevilletaxservices.com

In-Home Service Calls Too!

(734) 697-3206
Bemis Road @ Savage Roads

We Sell USed
AppliAnceS!
Pick-Up & Delivery

JOE’S APPLIANCES

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips.
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

Honesty is our policy!

BAI

50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville • 734-325-7065
Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm
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LET’S GET READY FOR SPRING!

Sumpter board elected 
to serve the people
To the editor:
   1. Declaration of Independence – 2nd 
paragraph – July 4, 1776
   We hold these truths to be self-evident 
that all men are created equal, that they 
are endowed by their Creator with certain 
unalienable Rights, that among these are 
Life, Liberty, and the pursuit of Happiness. 
That to secure these rights, Governments 
are instituted among Men, deriving their 
just power from the consent of the governed.
   2. The Bill of Rights – Effective Dec. 15, 
1791
   Article I known as the First Amendment
   Congress shall make no law respecting 
an establishment of religion, or prohibiting 
the free exercise thereof; or abridging the 
freedom of speech, or of the press; or the 
right of the people peaceably to assemble, 
and to petition the Government for a redress 
of grievances.
   First, I present my above quotes in order 
to emphasize and question how Sumpter 
Township enacts their public comment 
on agenda items, etc., at the start of their 
board meetings rather than at the end of the 
meeting, with the item that was once called 
open floor discussion so that people could 
comment on what had taken place during 
the meeting or for what other information 
the audience participants wished to share.
   Second, the legal notices of township 
meeting minutes are no longer printed in 
the Independent and are only available at 
an on-line source (the Eagle) that is not 
a part of the tri-community area. We are 
being cheated of print copies. Many people 
in Sumpter do not have or do not use the 
internet for local information. However, 
thank God Mrs. Otzman gives synopsis of 
the meetings in the printed format! I believe 
our rights to freedom of speech and freedom 
of the press are being disenfranchised by 
our Sumpter Township board. Now they 
have a 3-minute rule to speak with a clock 
timer buzzer sounds – how convenient to 
keep the public quiet about issues.
   Third. Also, I FOIA’d the hiring committee 
minutes of March 7 and 14. It is stated in 
the March 7, 2022 minutes of the hiring 
committee for a township administrator, 
that a second round of interviews should 
be held in a public meeting for March 
14. The hiring committee concurred. 
Instead, the committee did not conduct a 
second interview, however the committee 
chairperson Vincent Warren (our Treasurer) 
stated they would vote on the selection of 
the candidate immediately at this March 
14, 2022 meeting. Chief Luke, a member of 
the committee, questioned why there would 
be no second interviews?
   Clerk Hurst, also a member of the 
committee, questioned at the regular 
township meeting of March 22, wanting to 
know when and why the second interview 
was not held and who changed the process? 
The correct protocol was not followed. She 

did not get an answer from any of the other 
board members!
   I believe the Sumpter Township board 
is elected to serve “We the people” in the 
best interest of their constituents. Have you 
forgotten you work for us? I have attended 
most township meetings for over 45 years 
and I question why you want to violate 
our 1st amendment freedom of speech and 
freedom of the press rights?
   Please vote to publish legal notices and 
the township meeting minutes in our local 
newspaper the Belleville-Area Independent. 
Drop your corporate anger and hostility 
toward this paper and its editor. You are 
doing our voters a great disservice not to 
be educated by our local legal “paper of 
record.” I am trying to let people know we 
have a right to published information!

Sincerely, A Patriot!
Mary Ban, Lohr Road, Sumpter Township

ALL the roads paved in 
Sumpter? Yes, Please!
To the editor:
   Hi, Kristin, who lives on Bemis (a paved 
road). Got some fun facts for you.
   If you lived on a dirt road in Sumpter 
Township, a mile and a half from the 
nearest paved road, and you had to go out 
and in once a day to work five days a week, 
you would travel 15 miles on dirt roads. 
If you went to church or shopping or to 
kids’ school functions or to the library or 
a restaurant or a park, you would travel 
another 15 miles on dirt roads. That’s 30 
miles a week and, guess what, Kristin? 
That’s 1,560 miles a year that you have 
driven on dirt roads hell full of pot holes, 
wash boards, and at this time of the year, 
when the frost comes erupting up in little 
volcanoes that turn into sink holes and 
quagmire that try to swallow your vehicle 
whole, with you in it!
   But, you don’t have problems like that, 
Kristin, because you live on Bemis (one of 
the few paved roads in beautiful Sumpter 
Township)! Wish you get your bike path 
while we suffer day after day, year after 
year on these dirt roads that we travel and 
never get anywhere. 1,560 miles is farther 
than Disney World from here! Imagine 
driving there on dirt roads!
   If I get to vote on a bike path for you and 
a few of your neighbors or for other people 
to get their roads paved that truly need this, 
I’m voting for the roads to get paved!
   So, Kristin, in this year of our Lord 2022, 
you say “Bike Path? Yes, Please!” while 
many thousands of people are still living 
in a Third World Country like Sumpter 
Township and have to struggle on the dirt 
roads every day to get out and earn a living 
and you think you deserve a “Bike Path? 
Yes, Please!” on your paved road! I pray 
for you and say, “Let’s Get ALL the roads 
in Sumpter Township paved BEFORE we 
get path paths for a few – Yes, Please!”

Richard Garascia
Sumpter Township Resident since 1968
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Things to do in the
Belleville area...

with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

Licensed & Insured
       Honest & Reliable

Free Estimates
   Service & Repair
       Drain Cleaning
          Gas Lines & More

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Plumbing

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

“Real Estate with Real Service”

Broker

Multi Million
Dollar Club

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass

Motorcycle
& Watercraft

734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

James Chudzinski - Owner
Kevin Schewe - Manager
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

See
us
on TRAINED

The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL  INDUSTRIAL 
Residential Moving and Maintenance services 

Website: www.blmoving.com 
Email: blservices1990@gmail.com 

A Division of  
C&C Management 
Services, LLC 

 

P.O. Box 243 
Belleville, MI 48112 

Phone: 734-772-4964 

 
•   Handyman Services
•   Moving Services Available
•   Hot Water Tanks & Furnaces
•   Plumbing Services
•   Spring Clean Up Bulk Trash Removal Services
•   Brick Patios Design & Installs

We’re AIr CONDITIONING speCIAlIsTs!
•  Auto  •  Home  •  Life

•  Renters  • Commercial
Get Started Online In Minutes @
www.clementinsurancellc.net

Clement Insurance
354 Main Street

Belleville

SERVING THE BELLEVILLE COMMUNITY SINCE 1970

Saundra Hightower
Licensed Agent

Call or Text
(734) 699-1300

Friends of Michigan

Animals Rescue

Friends of MI Animals Rescue
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All

51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734-461-9458
734-461-9459

shelter1@comcast.net
www.friendsofmichigan.org

adoptions BY appointMEnt, MondaY – satURdaY 
11 a.M. – 3 p.M.   call 734-461-9458

APRIL EVENTS

Our Daily SpecialS
Tuesday: $3.50 Fish Tacos, $4 Shrimp Tacos, $3 Beef Tacos w/Purchase 
                of Beverage. ALL DAY
Wednesday: AYCE Fish Fry, 4pm-8pm
Thursday: 20% Off All Pastas. ALL DAY
Friday: Full Rack Ribs $19.99. Half Rack Ribs $15.99 (4pm – Close)
saTurday: AYCE Shrimp w/One Side: $19.99. Add (5) Coco Shrimp $5.
                  Starts at 4pm.
sunday: $5 Build a Burger

OPEN
Tues. – Thurs.

11am–10pm

Fri. 11am–11pm

saTurday 
12noon–11pm

sunday 
12noon–10pm 734-697-2300

404 Main St., Belleville
www.theBayouGrill.com

Kitchen closes
1 hour Before
closing time.

Bring thiS aD in anD 
get 10% Off yOur Meal!

ThE BRINLEE WAY ShoW
singer

march 31st & april 7th @ 6pm

ThE BRIAN McCoSkY ShoW
singer/musician/guitarist

saturday, april 2nd @ 6pm

FRIDAY KARAOKE
april 8th @ 8pm 

COmEDY NIght
sunday, april 10th @ 7:30pm – dc malOne

FOOL AND THE FLAME
acoustic Duo

saturday, april 16th @ 6pm

lunch SpecialS ~ tues.–Fri., 11am–2pm

   Spring is in the Hair at Team Designs Hair, 
Nails, etc. across from the high school on 
West Columbia Ave. in Belleville. Owner 
Kelly McWilliams and her staff of salon 
professionals will get you looking your best 
for prom, graduation, summer wedding or 
any other special occasion. Call (734) 699-
3951 or book an appointment online at 
www.teamdesignssalon.net. See their ad in 
today’s paper. 

***
   We like when we hear feedback from 
our advertisers and most recently we heard 
from Jessica Jones of Coldwell Banker 
Professionals who held a home buyer 
seminar last weekend at the Belleville 
Library. Jessica emailed us saying she had 
a great turnout and thanked us for our part 
in helping her get the word out. Getting the 
word out is just one benefit this newspaper 
can offer. I always believed that successful 
advertising starts with a great ad and then 
getting that message into the hands of the 
reader, something we’ve been doing quite 
well since 1995. At the end of the day, it’s 
all we can do in this business. Did you 
know there’s 7,000 newspapers printed 
each week? They’re available pretty much 
everywhere people gather or pass through 
and if you can’t find one in your travels, 
our newspaper box out front of our office 
here at 152 Main St. is always open 24/7. 
Thank you for the email, Jessica. 

***
   Belleville Adventist Church at 89 
Edgemont St. in Belleville welcomes guest 

speaker and musician Ryan Day who will 
be hosting a series of Bible-study sessions 
titled “Amazing Revelations in Prophecy,” 
starting Friday, April 8, at 7 p.m. with 
“The Curse and Its Reverse,” followed 
by “Prophecy’s Blueprint” on April 9 at 7 
p.m., and “The Desire of All Nations” on 
April 10, also at 7 p.m. Admission is free 
along with a free children’s program and 
study materials. See their ad in today’s 
paper. 

***
   Congratulations to the Belleville High 
School Tiger basketball team for a great 
season, which came to an end in a 60-41 
loss to Grand Blanc in the Division 1 State 
Semifinals last Friday in East Lansing. 
Belleville finished the season at 19-7.

***
   The folks at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church 
in New Boston are gearing up for the return 
of their Annual Flea Market, April 28-30, 
featuring antiques, collectibles, furniture, 

and more, on the church grounds at 19109 
Craig St. Proceeds will go to the St. Paul’s 
Ladies Aid and Men’s Club. Call (734)753-
9048.

***
   There are more, free Covid vaccine 
and testing locations in Wayne County 
than ever before, with no appointment 
necessary. To learn more, see their ad in 
today’s paper and visit www.waynecounty/
covid19. 

***
Do you have a business item you would like 
to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych at 
734-699-9020.

   • Saturday, April 2 – Chili Cook-off at 
Van Buren Eagles #3996, 9961 Beck Rd., 
Van Buren Township. Judging at 6:30 p.m. 
Public welcome for testing after judging 
($1 each test), but only members can enter 
contest. Questions? Call Jim Foley at (734) 
536-1941.
   • Sunday, April 3 – Bugles Across 
America begins at 7:15 p.m. at the Veterans’ 
Memorial in Horizon Park on High Street in 
the City of Belleville. On the first Sunday 
of each month there is a brief ceremony to 
honor those who serve in the military. There 
is the Pledge of Allegiance, the National 
Anthem, and Taps. All are welcome.
   • Monday, April 4 – “Gardening 101 with 
Randy Brown,” originally scheduled at 7 
p.m. at the library, has been postponed until 
a future date, yet to be set.
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Higgerson & Neal
Funeral Home

Continuing A Belleville Tradition Since 1932

209 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

734-697-9400
Visit Us At www.HNFHOME.cOM

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager  •  Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.davidCbrownfh.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

Serving The CommuniTy For
over 40 yearS

Serving Belleville, SumpTer TownShip
& van Buren TownShip
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Obituaries

CREMATION
$895.00 complete
NO Hidden Service Fees

(800) 331-5051
DUZAK Funeral & 

Cremation Center, Inc.
Southeast Michigan’s Lowest 

Cremation Cost Provider
Since 1977

www.duzakcremation.com

WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST

             
                

               
         

WHERE FAMILIES COME FIRST

    
     

    
     



   
   

       
  
    

  
    

 
   
   

    
    

  

  
    

Funeral Service with Burial
Service Charge ...................................... $4,990.00

Casket 5 colors made in U.S.A. ..... $1,495.00

Concrete Outer Burial Container  ...... $810.00

Register Book Package  ........................ $145.00

Total ............................................................ $7,440.00

Same Day Service  ................................ $6,945.00
       Monday – Friday

Funeral Service
with Cremation to Follow
Service Charge ...................................... $4,990.00

Ceremonial Rental Casket ................ $1,095.00

Register Book Package ........................ $145.00

Crematory  ................................................... $185.00

Cremation Authorization ........................ $75.00
       Washtenaw & Wayne Counties

Total ............................................................ $6,490.00

Same Day Service  ................................ $5,995.00
       Monday – Friday

Service Charges to include Basic Service of Funeral Director and Staff, Embalming, Other Preparation 
of Body, Visitation at Funeral Home or Other Facility, Funeral Service at Funeral Home or Other Facility, 

Transfer to Funeral Home 30 mile radius, Hearse and Service Vehicle. Website Obituary and Video Tribute. 
Other charges may include sales tax, cemetery charges, newspaper notices, and vault company service fee.

734 - 482 - 6000
320 N. Washington • Ypsilanti, MI

Christopher Janowiak – Licensed Manager

734 - 699 - 6000
19865 Sumpter Road • Belleville, MI

Geoffrey Janowiak – Licensed Manager

janowiakfuneralhome.com

Simplified
Cremation

$1,795*

*Certain restrictions apply.

Includes arrangement conference,
local transportation, crematory,
cremation container,
website obituary
and video tribute.

Our 1959 CadillaC 
Hearse is available*

*RestRictions Apply

JERRY WOODWARD
Began: June 19, 1946

Graduated: February 19, 2022
Widely known for talking about Jesus, reading 
his Bible, memorizing and talking about 
scripture, integrating Jesus, Coca-Cola, driving 
Fords, and of course his favorite ’46 Ford 
tractor, “Maggie.” He graduated into the arms 
of Jesus with a smile on his face.
He would want you to know Jesus, too!
Don’t forget! Jesus loves you!

Jerry Woodward

MARTHA PEARL SALISBURY
(February 14, 1921 – March 22, 2022)
Age 101. Survived by 2 brothers, 5 children. 
Preceded in death by husbands Vester Little, 
Elder Vernon Hall, and Herbert Salisbury. Local 
services March 24 at David C. Brown Funeral 
Home. Another service and burial in Martin, 
KY.              www.davidcbrownfh.com

Marilyn A. Krcmarik

MARILYN A. KRCMARIK
(October 15, 1937 – March 24, 2022)
Marilyn A. (Weaver) Krcmarik, age 84, of 
Belleville, MI, passed away Thursday, March 
24, 2022, at her home, surrounded by family. 
She was born in Saginaw, Michigan, on Friday, 
October 15, 1937, daughter of Willard and 
Margaret (Larsen) Weaver.
She is survived by her loving husband of nearly 
58 years, John C. Krcmarik III; Children:  
Donald and Sharon (Cislo) Krcmarik of 
Dearborn Heights, MI,  John J. and Jenifer 
(Bezemek) Krcmarik of Franklin Hills, MI, and 
Ann Marie Krcmarik of Van Buren Township, 
MI;  Grandchildren: Jessica Krcmarik and 
Michael Tyler Krcmarik; In-Laws:   Christina 
(Krcmarik) James, Patricia (Krcmarik) and 
Ron Harris; Aunts: Marion Krcmarik and 
Barbara Kunik; also many cousins, nieces 
and nephews. She was preceded in death by 
her parents: Willard and Margaret (Larsen) 
Weaver; Mother and Father-in-law: John J. and 
Anna (Kunik) Krcmarik Jr.; Aunts and Uncles: 
Kurt and Carla (Elliot) Weaver, Albert and 
Laura (Larsen) Reinbold,  Leonard and Mattie 
(Weaver) Faust,  Alex and Elizabeth Weaver, 
and Lawrence Weaver; Brother and Sister-in-
law James and Eva (Tomlinson) Krcmarik. 
Marilyn married John C. Krcmarik III, on 
June 20, 1964 in St. John the Baptist Catholic 
Church in Carrolton, Michigan.  She moved to 
Ashland, Massachusetts where John had been 
previously transferred from Flint, Michigan. 
While there Marilyn and John became active 
in St. Cecilia Catholic Church. Before Marilyn 
married John she worked at Michigan Bell and 
Sargent Sand Co. in Saginaw, Michigan. When 
they married and moved to Ashland, MA and 
worked at Waters Associates. They moved back 
to Michigan and she worked at Boden Insurance 
in Novi, Post Smythe, Lutz & Zeil Accounting 
in Plymouth. Upon completing her Associates 
Degree, she joined Harold F. Allen Accounting 
in Westland for 17 years before retiring. Her 
accounting work always concentrated on the 
complex side of the businesses.
Marilyn took great interest in the raising and 

education of the children. While at St. Edith 
church in Livonia, MI, she taught CCD classes 
and volunteered in fundraising. While at St. John 
Neuman in Canton, MI, she volunteered in the 
religious education programs and fundraising 
while ferreting the kids to and from school 
on different time schedules. Upon moving to 
St. Anthony Catholic Church in Belleville, 
MI, Marilyn helped in the annual Strawberry 
festivals, joined the Welcome Team, helped 
with the rummage sales, annual Christmas 
cookie sales, funeral luncheons, and organized 
cleanup around the church premises as well.
Marilyn especially liked to paint; mostly 
landscapes and scenic works, first sketching, 
and then painting to her liking. In ceramics she 
was especially gifted in intricate painting of 
wildlife and Christmas Nativity scenes. Marilyn 
liked to bowl and golf, especially with her 
husband. She enjoyed having friends and family 
come to their cottage on Sanford Lake. She also 
enjoyed family gatherings and cookouts at their 
home on Belleville Lake. She was a remarkable 
woman who will be missed by all who had the 
pleasure of knowing her.
Visitation will be 4-8 PM Thursday, March 
31, 2022, and 2-8 PM Friday, April 1, 2022, 
with a 7:00 PM Rosary Service at David C. 
Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron River Dr., 
Belleville, MI  48111 (734) 697-4500. A Funeral 
Mass will be held Saturday, April 2, 2022, at 
11:00 AM at St. Anthony Catholic Church, 
409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI   48111. 
Father John Kiselica will serve as Celebrant. 
The family will welcome guests from 10-11 
AM at church.
Burial ceremony will take place Monday, April 
4, 2022, 12 noon at Elmwood Cemetery, New 
Lothrop (Hazelton Township), Michigan with 
Fr. John Kiselica presiding. The cemetery is 
1/2 mile south of town on New Lothrop Road. 
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions to 
St. Vincent de Paul, c/o St. Anthony Catholic 
Church, or to the wishes of the family, would 
be appreciated.
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Dudek Heating & Cooling
Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured • Free Estimates • Furnaces • Boilers
Air Conditioning • Duct Work • Humidifiers • Water Heaters

Generators • Electrical • Plumbing
Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, MI 48111

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

LLC

Would you like to have 
your ChurCh listed in 

this direCtory?
Call advertising

Manager BoB MytyCh at 
734-699-9020 today!

 
 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible For Life 7pm 

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 

Belleville ChurCh of God
45170 Hull Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
Sunday Bible Classes  – 10:00 a.m. (all ages)

Zoe Kids & Adult Worship  – 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday classes & clubs 7:00 p.m. Join us on 
Facebook Live &  bellevillecog.online.church

Belleville ChurCh of God
45170 Hull Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

RiveR of Life AssembLy of God
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
All services are open to in person or live stream.
sunday morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Adult, youth & Children @ 7 p.m.

Visit rol-ag.com      (734) 699-6700

409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 697-1211

▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am

www.stanthonybelleville.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM

Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM

www.ridgeroadcoc.org   (734) 485-2930

Ridge Road Church of Christ

All breeds, ages

Positive reinforcement

Small class sizes

Enroll for beginner or
puppy class this month

contact your instructor, Janet Deaton
janet@dogsbyjanet.com (734) 604-1720
see dogsbyjanet.com for terms and schedules

© 2021 D2 Enterprises, All Rights Reserved. USA

Upcoming Meetings

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

36888 Huron River Dr.
New Boston, MI 48164
734-753-3173

Dearborn branD
Spiral Ham – $4.99 lb.

Classic Ham – $3.99 lb.
Fresh In-House Made Fresh Kielbasa.
PlaCe an orDer ToDay!

eaSTer IS aPrIl 17TH!

RICHARD DUANE GARDNER
(October 17, 1946 – March 19, 2022)
Richard Duane Gardner, Belleville High School 
class of 1964, Eastern Michigan University 
class of 1968.
Richard Gardner died Saturday, March 19, 
2022 from cancer at the age of 75. He was born 
October 17, 1946 to Cade Vance Gardner and 
Eileen M. (Horden) Gardner. He was preceded 
in death by both parents, his brother Kaye 
Donald Gardner, and niece Lori Gardner.
He lived in Belleville for 63 years before moving 
to Taylor, Michigan. During those years, he 
graduated from high school and college with 
a B.S. and M.A., married Gloria Gregory, had 
two children Jessica (Nathaniel) Crain and 
Robert Francis Gregory Gardner (Julie Tipner), 
and taught physics and electronics in the 
Taylor School District. He has 3 grandchildren, 
Kennedy, Cade and Noelle Gardner.
In 2015, Richard was remarried to Dianna 
Shafer. The two lived in Taylor. He was 
a member of the Mio Moose and Taylor 
American Legion. Among his interests he 
favored trout fishing, having a cabin on the Au 
Sable River, hunting game birds and wildlife 
conservation. He maintained a vegetable garden 
at his Belleville residence and at his cabin. He 
passed these interests and cabin on to his son 
and daughter. The funeral was held Saturday, 
March 26, in Taylor, Michigan at Taylor Voran 
Funeral Home.

Obituaries

GLENDORA LEE COOK
(November 24, 1945  -- March 23, 2022)
Loving mother of 3, Grandmother to 13, Great 
Grandmother of 2 and Blessed Angel to all has 
ended her battle with Cancer and joined her 
husband to be with the Lord 3:55 p.m. March, 
23, 2022. The family was fortunate to be able 
to honor her most desired final wish to be 
surrounded, in love, by her entire family as she 
passed on peacefully to heaven.
Glendora Cook, born Glendora Sewell, was born 
November 24, 1945 in Little Rock, Arkansas. 
Later moving to Belleville, MI as young child. 
On her 16th birthday, she met the love of her 
life, Sanford Earl Cook II of Belleville, MI. She 
was a 1963 graduate of Belleville High School. 
Glendora and Sanford lived out their lives 
together Belleville, MI. 
Glendora was preceded in death by her husband, 
Sanford. She is survived by her 3 children: sons 
Sandy (Victoria) Cook and Robert (Stephenie) 
Cook, and daughter Christy (Philip) Hawn; 
13 grandchildren: Patience (Sean) Alpiner, 
Zachary Cook (fiancée Paige), Austin (Harper) 
Cook, Jack Hawn, Dylan Cook, Nathan Cook, 
Benjamin Hawn, Alexis Burrows, Stephen 
Hawn, Austin Burrows, Kari Cook (boyfriend 
Ben), Daniel Hawn, and Grace Cook. Glendora 
was blessed with 2 Great-Grandchildren: Logan 
and Max Alpiner. 
The family is honoring Glendora’s final wishes 
with a private ceremony.

Glendora Lee Cook

SYLVIA SALA
(May 11, 1943 – March 4, 2022)
Sylvia Sala, 78, of Ypsilanti, MI, passed away 
Friday, March 4, 2022, at Angela Hospice, 
Livonia, MI, after a courageous battle with 
breast cancer. She was born May 11, 1943, in 
Wayne, Michigan, daughter of Peter & Rose 
Josephine (Gerczakowski) Sala. She loved 
playing on her grandparent’s farm as a child. 
Sylvia graduated from Belleville High School, 
class of 1961. She worked at the Ann Arbor 
Veterans Administration Hospital as a clerk up 
until her retirement, and then enjoyed working 
at Hudson’s, Marshall Fields, and Macy’s, for 
several years, as well. She loved visiting the 
mall, shopping, was an avid reader, and also 
enjoyed doing ceramics and embroidery. She 
was a former member of St. Anthony Catholic 
Church, Belleville, MI.
Sylvia is survived by her daughter Dana Sala 
of Ypsilanti, MI, sister Carol (Sala) Nastrom-
Nelson of Visalia, California, brother Raymond 
Sala of Florida, two nephews: Richard (Karen) 
Nastrom of California, and Timothy Sala of 
Michigan; two nieces: Jami (Aaron) LaPointe 
and Amber (Ryan) Nickens, both of Florida; 
five great nieces & nephews: Dalton, Lola, 
Adrian, Waverly, and Eli; also numerous 
friends. She was preceded in death by her 
parents, brother-in-law Rudy Nastrom-Nelson, 
also her cherished 19-year-old cat Molly Lou.
Dignified cremation rites have been accorded.  
Arrangements were by David C. Brown Funeral 
Home, Belleville. In lieu of flowers, memorial 
donations may be made to Breast Cancer 
Research and would be appreciated.

Sylvia Sala

   • Monday, April 4 – Belleville City 
Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, April 5 – Van Buren Township 
Board of Trustees, 5 p.m. workshop, 6 p.m. 
regular meeting
   • Monday, April 11 – City of Belleville 
special budget session, 6 p.m. Also, Van 
Buren Public Schools Board of Education, 
7 p.m., BHS Commons.

Belleville Area District 
Library sets April events
   The Belleville Area District Library has 
two special programs coming up in April.

Homegrown Knowledge Presents:
Vampirism: Myth vs. Science

   At 7 p.m. on Thursday, April 14, local 
resident JuliAnna Ebeling presents her 
research on the origins and evolution of the 
vampire in history and popular culture.

Little Scientists: Earth Day
   At 11 a.m. on Saturday, April 16, a 
program for children ages 2 to 7 is set. 
Every child is a scientist! Let’s learn about 
taking care of the Earth through fun crafts 
and experiments.
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N E W  L I B R A R Y

DEDICATION

Open House

RIBBON CUTTING
REFRESHMENTS

MUSIC
KIDS’ ACTIVITIES

APRIL 9, 2022        
1pm - 3pm

White Pine
  DENTAL HEALTH

Your Smile Comes First!
Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002  187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo S.
Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,

and a University of Michigan graduate.

• Now Booking New Patients •
Open Evenings and Weekends

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

Passionately Devoted to Wellness & Community

734-391-0190

June Milton, Owner & Pharmacist

Support 
Local 

Business

Call to
transfer your
prescriptions

today!
Follow Us for

Updates!!

Spring is in
 the Hair!

Ready to brighten your hair
up for spring?

We're here for you and look
forward to helping you 
achieve your hair goals!

 
 
  

Call or book online today! 
www.teamdesignssalon.net

@
ha
irb
ym

ar
ya
tte
am

de
si
gn
s

@
ha
ir.
by
.a
lli
19

@
hairbykellyatteam

designs

Photos courtesy of Reg Ion
Keystone Academy in Sumpter Township was visited by the Ann Arbor Hands On 
Museum for a Family Learning Night after school on March 24.
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The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

Come Join Our Team!
   For over 30 years, we have been providing professional 
lawn care and landscaping services to your community.

     Ameriscapes has two locations. Our main branch in Yale, 
MI, and a second location in Belleville.

    We are looking for passionate, caring, and hard working 
outdoor enthusiasts to join our team.

We have job openings at both locations, they are:

	 	 	•  Lawn Care Crew Leader
	 	 	•  Lawn Care Team Members
	 	 	•  Hardscape Team Members

Benefits	include:

•  Full time hours 40+/week
•  Excellent wages
•  4-Day work week
•  Health insurance
•  Life insurance
•  Opportunities for career
   growth

•  Paid Training and
   Certification in the
   Green Industry
•  Paid Holidays
•  Paid Vacation after one
   full season.
•  Uniforms provided

•  Discount in our retail store.

Apply Online Today
or Call 810-387-4769

ameriscapeslandscaping.com

Don’t Wait Until the l ast MinUte!
Spring Tune-upS STarTing aT $40*

*Mention Ad

JRs small EnginE REpaiR
Lawn Mowers, TracTors, TiLLers, chaisaws, eTc.

jrsmallengine@comcast.net Jr chapMan, owner

14225 oakviLLe waLTz

wiLLis, Mi 48191

(734) 564-2039

Pick-UP
& Delivery

$60
 local

SundayS @ 10 a.m.
11 a.m. Service

WedneSdayS @ 7 p.m.
midweek Connect &

youth Group

894 E. Huron River Dr. 
Belleville

Join Us in Person, online & 
Follow Us on

West Branch BuildersWest Branch Builders

734-476-1098734-476-1098

General Contractor
Residential & Commercial

Licensed & Insured | License # 2101215480
Locally Owned & Operated For Over 40 Years

www.WestBranchBuilder.com

• Foundations
• Septic Systems
• Culverts
• Land Clearing
• Grating

• Excavating
• Water/Sewer
• Perc Tests
• Driveways
• Demolition

36 Main Street
Downtown Belleville
734-697-4485

Walk Ins & Appointments

Denny’s Barber Shop &

Gift CertifiCates available!

Are You
Looking For

A New Barber 
Or Stylist?

Give US A TrY!
Like Us On

HAirCUTS
$995

With hott hair Coupon. ExpirEs 4/16/2022

Independent photo by Bob Mytych
This NIFT self-driving shuttle was an entry in December’s Winter Fest parade. The 
information submitted by Shane Elwart is: “NIFT is a Belleville-based startup formed 
in July of 2021. NIFT was formed after our family decided to build an autonomous 
vehicle in just 100 days. After successfully designing, building and demonstrating some 
basic autonomous functions in just over 100 days, we formed NIFT LLC, right here in 
Belleville, Michigan. We introduced the NIFT QB autonomous development platform 
on Sept. 26, 2021 at MotorBella. This platform is personal. It’s for a short trip in and 
around town for families and friends and it’s not just for us able-bodied people, but for 
the millions of Americans with disabilities that so often do not leave the confines of their 
home because of the difficulty of vehicle ingress and egress. Our platform is designed 
to have the very best ingress and egress of any vehicle. And if you happen to be in a  
wheelchair, we offer a level transition from curb to cart. The vehicle is all electric and is being 
driven not autonomously in the parade, but via an xBox controller. This is the method of  
control used during the early parts of autonomous 
development or for routes not yet developed for the driverless  
vehicle.” The shuttle won second place in the Experimental Division at the Detroit 
Autorama. It also was at Friday’s opening ceremonies at the Robotics competition at 
Belleville High School.

Library cancels April 4 
presentation, Gardening 101
   Due to unforeseen circumstances, the 
April 4 “Gardening 101” program set at 
the Belleville Area District Library had to 
be cancelled. The library is waiting to hear 
from the presenter about a reschedule at a 
later date.
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FINANCING AVAILABLE...
60 MONTHS 0% APR

CALL 734-390-4922
$109

TUNE UP DIAGNOSTIC 
WITH COMBUSTION 

ANALYZER

$125 OFF
ENERGY
AUDIT

10% OFF
HUMIDIFIER & 
AIR PURIFIER

25% OFF
ANY A/C OR 

HEATING 
SERVICE

Not valid with any other offer.  
Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon • Limited Time Only.
Must present coupon at time of service.

Not valid with any other offer.  
Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon • Limited Time Only.
Must present coupon at time of service.

Not valid with any other offer. 
Some restrictions may apply. 

Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon • Limited Time Only.
Must present coupon at time of service.

• We follow all CDC  
Covid-19 guidelines

• All technicians are  
trained and background 
checked.

• We offer indoor air quality 
products keeping your 
family safe from viruses

• Better Business Bureau  
approved

Regular $159. 
Not valid with any other offer.  

Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon. Must present coupon 

at time of service. Some restrictions apply. 
Tune up is eligible for a utility rebate. 

Heating • Air Conditioning • Refrigeration • Duct Cleaning 
Furnace Experts • Insurance Claims • Boiler Specialists

Since
1980

Licensed & 
Insured

Previous orders excluded. Not valid 
with any other offer. Must present 

coupon at time of quote. Limited time only.

$200 OFF
ANY AIR 

CONDITIONER OR 
FURNACE 

INSTALLATION

All Technicians Wear Covid-19 Protection

Connect 
with us Airdoctorshvacservice.com

Specializing in large and HazardouS removalS

Professional
Tree service
24 Hr. EmErgEncy SErvicE
TrEE Trimming & rEmoval

STump & SHrubbEry rEmoval
cranE SErvicE  •  FirEwood

Fully inSurEd  •  FrEE ESTimaTES
SEnior ciTizEn diScounT

emergencies & 
Belleville area

Call Tom (734) 864-2243
10% off menTion aD
Call Joe (734) 664-9285

Hi, my name is 
Cierra and my best 

friend is Jay.
We are a bonded pair and will 
need a fur-ever home together. 
We are both Chihuahua mixes, 
I’m 14 ½ and Jay is 7 years 
old. We don’t let our age gap 
get in the way of our friendship 
though. Jay adores me and 
cares for me by cleaning my 
ears and keeping me warm. 
He’s such a mellow and easy-
going guy and I adore him too.
I’m not as spry as before and 
mostly like to sleep and eat 
now. Short walks are ok, but 
I like being carried once I get 
tired. Jay loves walks and 
truthfully he needs more being 
a little chunky! I recently had 
a dental and don’t have any 
teeth so wet food is my favorite. 
Jay loves to eat too. We both 
have a lot of affection to share 
and any extra trouble taking 
us home will be rewarded with 
double the unconditional love. 
Due to our ages, Jay and I 
would prefer a home without 
young children.
If you are interested in giving 
us a chance, please go to 
friendsofmichigan.org/
adoption-application to 
submit an application. We 
are micro-chipped, up to date 
on vaccines, receive monthly 
prevention and are heartworm 
negative.

Cierra 
and Jay

OrphanS
Of the

Week

Photo courtesy of John Juriga
John Juriga, an elected member of the Belleville Area District Library Board, on Friday 
put together a new service just outside the library’s front door. He said he didn’t come up 
with the idea, but saw it elsewhere and wanted to have it in Belleville.
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To build a better world,
start in your own community

TREE SERVICE, INC.
Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning • Brush Removal

Stump Grinding

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com

Begins: Friday, April 8 • 7:00 pm
Continues Nightly Except Mondays Tuesdays & Wednesdays

Belleville Adventist Church
89 S. Edgemont St. Belleville, MI

FREE Admission | Study Materials | Parking 

we’re open monday–Friday, 8am-6pm

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM                    Keri Dasher, DVM

491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-6510

www.amcvanburen.com

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

Accurate Dental Denture Inc.

“Serving the community for over 20 years.”
Crowns  •  root Canals  •  ExtraCtions  •  Fillings

whitEning  •  Bonding  •  dEnturEs (soFt & FlExiBlE)

734-697-5477
781 sumpter rd. Belleville

(In Belle Plaza)

COMPLETE DENTURE or PARTIAL
With Coupon

$45000

HealtHy Kids dental
Accepting Blue Cross Complete,
united health, Molina, Wellcare,

Meridian & Medicaid!

EaCh

Call
For

Details

SAme DAy Denture repAIrS
Immediate Dentures and

Flippers Available.

Quality Dentures at
Affordable prices!

SenIor & mIlItAry
DIScountS

new pAtIent
SpecIAl

$4999 Includes
Exam, Cleaning

& X-Rays
With

Coupon 

We are noW open and have implemented personal 
protective measures to serve you safely.

Photo courtesy of Athletic Director Joe Brodie
 The Belleville High School Boys’ Basketball Team wrapped up its season with an overall 
record of 19-7 while capturing another KLAA East Division Championship, as well as a 
District and Regional Championship along the way. In the Quarterfinals, they beat Cass 
Tech to advance to the Final Four for the first time since 2002. They met up with the 
defending State Champs, Grand Blanc, at the Breslin Center on the campus of Michigan 
State University on March 25.  Although they fell short in that game, with a 61-40 score, it 
was still one heck of a tournament run, said BHS Athletic Director Joe Brodie.  Individual 
honors went to Dajon Johnson, Mario Johnson, Ja’Len Jenkins, and Bryce Radtka as they 
finished All-KLAA, and Malik Nassor was All-KLAA Honorable Mention.

Maria Kasperek earns 
Honors Day recognition 
at Kalamazoo College
   Kalamazoo College student Maria 
Kasperek of Belleville earned Honors 
Day recognition on Nov. 5 during Family 
Weekend in the Modern and Classical 
Languages and Literatures Division.
   Kasperek earned the Department of 
Spanish Language and Literatures Prize.
   More than 300 students were recognized 
for excellence in academics and leadership.
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More Letters

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

LICENSED
INSURED

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS

PHONE 734-476-1098

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Tree
Service

734-308-0398

The Hair Station

151 Main Street
Belleville   MI   48111

thehairstation151@yahoo.com

(734) 796-4795
$10 Haircuts

Mention this Ad.

We also 
Do Nails!

Make Your 
Appointment Today!

• Residential • Small Commercial Businesses

Scharp Blades, LLC

Lawncare at its finest!
Over 10 years experience. Call today!

Keith Scharp – Owner     (734) 985-8719
Scharpbladesllc@gmail.com

Library replacement 
millage can’t be 
captured
To the editor:
   The article which was previously 
published in the March 17 Independent 
about the upcoming millage renewal for 
the District Library said on page 13: “they 
(The Library Board) no longer will have to 
contend with the Downtown Development 
Authorities and the Local Development 
Finance Authority with this replacement 
millage.”
   These DDA and LDFA funds are already 
our taxes so we are currently paying for 
the library through the DDA and LDFA. 
For those city residents who live within 
a DDA capture district, like the residents 
of Victoria Commons, all their taxes are 
captured and designated to be used for 
things other than infrastructure. If those 
residents vote in favor of the millage 
increase, most of that increase will be 
captured by the DDA anyway and will not 
go to library operating costs but just add to 
the DDA fund balance.
   This is like setting aside money in a 
personal bank account which can only 
be used for things other than your bills. 
Then when you need money to pay your 

everyday expenses you go to your boss 
at work and ask for a raise to cover your 
bills despite the fact that you have money 
in another account that could pay for them.

Ruth Kessel
Belleville

Editor’s Note: The replacement millage is 
not a “millage increase,” but a replacement 
of the exact amount of millage that expired 
last year after being approved by voters 
for operations of the library. The DDAs 
and LDFA will not be able to capture this 
new replacement millage because of state 
legislation. The Recodified Tax Increment 
Financing Act, PA 57 of 2018 exempts 
any library millage approved by voters 
after January 1, 2017 from tax capture. 
Not all of the property tax in a DDA or 
LDFA district is captured, just the amount 
of increase in property value after the 
date the DDA or LDFA was instituted. In 
Belleville, the library and city levy taxes 
and the DDA captures some of those taxes 
to use for its purposes. You’re right. It’s all 
our tax money being shifted around from 
one pocket to another.

BHS Senior Party will 
be at High Velocity
Dear Community Member:
   Graduation for the BHS Class of 2022 is 
fast approaching. There has been a long-
standing tradition that after the graduation 

ceremony is over, the graduates are invited 
back to BHS that night for a senior party. 
However, this year we are trying something 
new by hosting the senior party, on May 
21, at High Velocity in Canton. The events 
will be a safe alternative geared toward 
celebrating the Class of 2022.
   The Senior Party Planning Committee at 
Belleville High School will be organizing 
these adventures. The team, made up 
primarily of parent volunteers, is asking 
area businesses and community members 
to help us make these events memorable. 
Any help you could offer, such as 
monetary gifts or items that would be 
appropriate for the Class of 2022, would 
be most appreciated. Besides providing 
entertainment, decorations, food and 
drinks, our goal is for each graduate to be 
awarded a prize.
   Felicia Lasenby and Connie Testorelli 
are the BHS Student Council Advisors for 
this amazing class. The Tax ID of the high 
school is 38-6004192.
   If you have any questions, please contact 
Mrs. Lasenby at (734) 697-9133, ext. 2111, 
flasenby@vanburenschools.net, or Mrs. 
Testorelli at (734) 697-9133, ext. 2048, 
ctestorelli@vanburenschools.net. Checks 
should be made payable to Belleville High 
School and please note in the memo area 
that it is for the Class of 2022. Checks 
and items can be sent or dropped off 
at: Belleville High School, Attention: 
Felicia Lasenby, 501 W. Columbia Ave., 
Belleville, MI 48111.

   Should you wish to donate an item that 
you would like picked up, please call BHS 
at (734) 697-9133 and arrangements will 
be made. Thank you for your time and your 
continued support of our community.

Felicia Lasenby and Connie Testorelli
BHS teacher, Class of 2022 Student 
Council Advisor

I’m starting a new 
charity for politicians
To the editor:
   I hope you can help me. I’m starting a new 
charity. It is called pants on our politicians 
or P.O.O.P. The reason I’m starting it is to 
help our public servants. I find now that 
generous Joe Biden is sending the states 
billons of dollars, our public servants don’t 
have enough pockets to stuff the money 
in. So, I’m asking if anyone has old cargo 
pants -- the more pockets the better -- could 
they send them direct to the big P.O.O.P. 
in Lansing. I know she wouldn’t want the 
money wasted on such mundane things as 
fixing the darn roads or other such useless 
projects. I know our trustworthy folks 
in Lansing will spend the money wisely. 
Why, I know I read somewhere where our 
attorney general is getting   a new Bloody 
Mary machine.
   By the by, where is all that money coming 
from?
   Ya’ll be safe out there.

Vic Franzoi
Van Buren Township

Rosie the Riveter tea set 
for May 7 in Northville
To the editor:
   “We Can Do It” became the rallying cry 
for millions of women who had, until this 
time period, never envisioned working on an 
industrial assembly line building the weapons 
of war.
   Learn about the dramatic and vital roles 
played by women as they showed the nation 
that they were willing and able to fill the work 
force gap caused by men going into military 
service, as they made history at the Willow Run 
B-24 Bomber Plant.
   Relax and enjoy a delicious assortment of 
tea sandwiches, delightful scones and decadent 
desserts along with our signature Cady Inn 
Tea served on our finest china. Tea catered by 
Victoria’s Tea Salon.
   Tea Date: Saturday, May 7, 2022
   Time:1 p.m. - 3:30 p.m.
   Location: Mill Race Historical Village - Cady 
Inn, 215 Griswold St., Northville
   Ticket Sales: Call Victoria’s Tea Salon at 
(734) 968-7338
   Ticket Prices: $45 ($23 tax deductible) 
or $40 ($20 tax deductible) for Northville 
Historical Society Members. Cash, checks, and 
credit cards are  accepted. We cannot reserve 
tickets without payment. All tickets are non-
refundable. Proceeds benefit Mill Race Village.
   The tea will be held in the Cady Inn followed 
by the program at the Church.   There is a lift 
available in the Church for those who have 
problems with the five steps (with railing) 
leading into the Church.  

Gary and Cheri Sample, Northville



Page 14� Belleville Area Independent/March 31, 2022March 31, 2022/Belleville Area Independent� Page 15

“Trust, but verify.”
– Ronald Reagan

Birthdays

Anniversary

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

“The problem with socialism is that
you eventually run out of other

people’s money.”
– Margaret Thatcher

ANY CONDITION OK
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE.

AERO REALTY
35890 GODDARD

ROMULUS, MI 48174
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

CASH FOR YOUR HOME
CASH FOR YOUR HOME

FOR SALE

HELP WANTED
Interested In A 

CAreer In reAl estAte?
Opportunities are available 

for Experienced Agents. 
Training provided for New 
Agents. Call 734-697-1800 

to schedule an appointment.

139060 _ PROFESSIONALS

WANTED

Cash For Salvage & 
Scrap Vehicles.

7 Days. Free Towing.
Licensed & Insured.

(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

H & W
TOP DOLLAR $

Non-Running 
Motorcycles, Dirt 
Bikes, ATV’s, Etc.

Call Justin @

WANTED

734-340-7807

SERVICES

A&L SERVICES
Home Improvement & 

Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 

Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

plumbing • sewer
drains • handyman
Gutters Cleaned! 

CALL US!
Local To The

Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276. 

Ask For Bill.

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

HELP WANTED HELP WANTED

Township municipality is looking 
for a full-time Zoning, Ordinance 

Coordinator. Experience preferred. 
Please email resumes to:

supervisor@augustatownship.org

2007 SEA DOO BOAT & TRAILER. 
Karavan model. Jet Power 7, seats 8, 310 
hp. $19,500 OBO. (734) 697-4518     04/14

------------
MEYER’S 14 ft. aluminum boat, $500. 
Wood burning stove, $400. Call for 
information. (734 )635-4552                04/07

------------
PARTS WASHER W/MOTOR, new. $75. 
Electric towel, 90 yrs. old. $250. Roto-Tiller, 
1 hr. $75. Two collector’s Singer sewing 
machines. $200. (734) 941-5008   04/14 

------------
NEBULIZERS: AC/DC & table-top 
models, $25. 4-wheel walker w/seat 
& brakes, $40. Standard walkers, $20. 
Standard walkers w/wheels, $25. ACE 
steel toe (work boots), size 11, med. $40. 
(734) 697-6173                                  04/14

------------

1991 GMC CHEVY 350, $5,000. 
2004 F150. Runs good, $2,800. 
Construction King trailer. Call for details. 
(734) 405-9934                        04/07

------------
2006 MAZDA MIATA GRAND 
TOURING. 13,810 miles, six speed, 
copper red with tan soft top. Excellent 
condition.   (734) 699-1114            04/07

------------
2003 TOYOTA CAMRY. 4-door, 4 cyl., 
automatic. Very nice condition. No rust. 
Private owner. (734) 695-0819          04/14

------------
1991 CADILLAC DTS. 4-door, 
full power. Beautiful black finish w/
black leather interior. Private owner. 
(734) 695-0819                             04/14

------------

VEHICLE FOR SALE

------------
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                              TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600                        TFN

------------
CASH FOR YOUR CAR TODAY. Must 
be in good condition & drivable. Don’t 
trade it, sell it to me. (734) 695-0819  04/07

------------
WANTED – HOUSE OR APARTMENT. 
Good income & credit. Nonsmoker, no pets. 
Single decent man. (734) 795-5752  04/07

------------FURNISHED ROOM FOR RENT. 
$500/mo. WiFi & cable available. All 
utilities included. Available April 4. 
(734) 649-1710                           03/31

------------

FOR RENT

------------
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
No job too small. Interior/exterior 
painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774        10/06

------------

------------
SITTER FOR ELDERLY WOMAN. 
4/5 hours per day or more if wanted. 
$13/hr. cash. (734) 493-2833            03/31

------------
EXPERIENCED CONCRETE SET-
UP & Finisher. Top dollar-cash. 
Belleville area. Must have own vehicle. 
(734) 493-2833                    03/31

------------
SMALL ENGINE MECHANIC. 
Experience preferred. Full-time. 
(734) 697-1377                     03/31

------------
SUPPORT AIDE w/active lifestyle to 
assist adult autistic male in community. 
Flexible part-time hours, $12-$14 based 
on experience. (734) 740-5376              04/14

------------

   March 28 – Jazzmin Long
   March 31 – Mary Strope, Jennifer Winter
   April 1 – Mary Sherwood, Jon Hackett, 
Dan Martin, Sharon Warring, Joanne 
Posegay, Jeannie Sparrow
   April 2 – Liz Hall, Chuck Nerswick
   April 3 – Chelsea Hackett, Carol Bird, 
Tony Gibson
   April 4 – Tina Maria Buxton, Robert 
Kenyon
   April 6 – Joan Bodnar
   April 7 – Keith Varner, III

Do you have a birthday soon? Does 
someone you know have a birthday? Let us 
know and we will print the name as soon as 
possible. For more information, call (734) 
699-9020.

   April 1 – Leslie and Mary Anne 
Fitzwilliams, 61 years
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Sumpter  Hardware
19500 Sumpter Rd., Belleville

(734)

697-9363

OPEN: MON.-FRI.  8AM-6PM  •  SAT.  9AM-6PM  •  SUN.  9AM-5PM

SPRING SPECIAL: THRU APRIL 22ND!

Gas Powered
Push Mower
Tune-Up
Special!

   Only  

$4995
Plus
Parts

Includes Blade Sharpening/Deck Cleaning.

We Also Do Chainsaws, Blowers,
Weed Trimmers, & Other Handheld Repairs.

We’re A Full Service Dealer.

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole

152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111 www.amyeversolelaw.com

Call 734-718-8574

• Estate Planning  • Probate  • Criminal Law
• Family Law  • Property Law

COVID-19 deaths
remain at 128 in 48111 
positive tests at 8,889
   The number of people who have died from 
COVID-19 in the 48111 zip code remained 
at 128 as of Monday, March 28, according 
to figures from the Wayne County Health 
Department. The COVID-19 death number 
in the tri-community has been at that 
number since March 10.
   The positive tests for COVID-19 in 
48111 totaled 8,860 on Monday, March 28, 
up from 8,889 on Monday, March 21.
   On Monday, March 28, the separate totals 
released by the Wayne County Health 
Department for the tri-community were: 
Van Buren Township, 6,070 positive cases, 
86 deaths; City of Belleville, 1,032 positive 
cases, 13 deaths; and Sumpter Township 
1,787 positive cases, 29 deaths.
   The Van Buren Public Schools had three 
positive cases last week, one on Monday, 
March 21, one on Tuesday, March 22, and 
one on Thursday, March 24. As of March 
24, there has been a total of 556 positive 
cases since the beginning of the school 
year last August.

Court Watching:
Judge Martin affirms 
that Forsythe can be free 
pending March 28 exam

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Wayne County Special Prosecutor Sona 
Movsisyan brought the case of Alexander 
Joseph Forsythe back to 34th District Court 
on March 16 with a motion hearing because 
she didn’t think he should be allowed to be 
released to his parent’s home in Livonia on 
a tether.
   Judge Lisa Martin said on March 9, 
Forsythe was granted $10,000 personal 
bond and could be released to live at his 
parents’ home in Livonia because his wife, 
the victim, lived in Van Buren Township 
and there would be no contact.
   But Prosecutor Movsisyan said the 
complainant works at a yacht club in 
Livonia and, in another incident, the 
defendant brandished his mother’s weapon 
at his wife at her job. Her childcare also is 
in Livonia, she said. Movsisyan said the 
defendant made contact with his wife from 
the Westland Jail where he was being held 
a couple of days after the hearing where he 
was told no contact.
   She told the judge this raised concerns 
because he had access to weapons.
   Forsythe’s attorney Tyrone Bickerdt said his 
client was held on a traffic or misdemeanor 
charge in Westland and the charges were 
dismissed. His client was seeking access to 

his mental health medication, Bickerdt said. 
He said because of the delay with the tether, 
he has had to spend one more week in jail.
   Forsythe’s live exam is March 28.
   Judge Martin lectured Forsythe that no 
contact means no contact at all. She said 
the concern is that the complainant works 
in Livonia and the defendant is not working 
and would be like under house arrest.
   Bickerdt said he doesn’t know if the 
charges of contact are true.
   “The court modified the bond last week,” 
Judge Martin said. “He is to be on tether. 
If he gets in contact, she will report and he 
will be back in jail.”
   Forsythe is charged with unlawful 
imprisonment, assaulting / resisting / 
obstructing a police officer, indecent 
exposure, and domestic violence on Feb. 21 
in Van Buren Township.
   At the March 9 court session, Movsisyan 
said an off-duty police officer was a witness 
to the domestic violence and when he tried 
to intervene to help the victim, the defendant 
barricaded himself in their home with his 
wife and child. It took many officers to end 
the standoff, she said. He is not to return 
to his Willow Way address under his bond 
stipulations.

Shabrea Lashawn Nunn
   Shabrea Lashawn Nunn, 28, of Westland, 
did not appear for her Aug. 18 zoom 
arraignment and pretrial and a bench 
warrant was signed for her arrest. Her 
$5,000 personal bond was revoked and her 
bond now will be $5,000/10%. Her notice 
for the court date was returned several times 
by the post office as undeliverable.

   She is charged with having no insurance 
under the insurance code on Feb. 3, 2020 in 
the City of Belleville.

Krystal Mari Falcon
   Krystal Mari Falcon, 39, of Van Buren 
Township and previously of Sumpter, was 
before Judge Martin on Aug. 18 for her 
arraignment and probable cause conference 
on a felony charge of possession of narcotic 
or cocaine less than 25 grams on Aug. 19, 
2020 in Sumpter Township. Her attorney 
David Goldstein asked for personal bond 
and Judge Martin said law enforcement in 
Sumpter Township asked for $5,000/10% 
bond, but she will depart from that and set 
$5,000 personal bond. She said discovery is 
outstanding so she adjourned the probable 
cause conference to Sept. 8. On Sept. 
8, Judge Green adjourned the probable 
cause conference to Oct. 6. At that date, 
she waived her preliminary exam and she 
was bound over to circuit court for her 
arraignment on the information on Oct. 20. 
A calendar conference had been set for Feb. 
4. A final conference is April 14.

Robert Keith Branim
   Robert Keith Branim, 46, of Van Buren 
Township was present for his Aug. 18 remote 
pretrial on charges of malicious destruction 
of property less than $200 and trespass on 
June 27, 2019 in Belleville. He took a plea 
deal and pled guilty to MDOP less than 

$200 and the trespass charge was dropped. 
The sentence was under advisement for six 
months with no reporting and a $345 fine. 
Defense attorney Samer Jadallah said on 
Sept. 1, his client was to enter a one-year-
long, in-place treatment center for his many 
problems and he would be unable to pay 
anything while there.
   The fees for seven cases were consolidated 
to $2,877 and he would be paying $50 a 
month so last payment of $27 would be 
due on Oct. 15, 2026. On Jan. 26 the court 
record reflects an email was sent to the 
defendant asking for proof of rehab since 
Life Challenge stated he no longer was 
there. No payments had been made.

Robert Glenn Courter
   On Aug. 25, a pretrial was adjourned until 
Sept. 14 for Robert Glenn Courter, 55, of 
Van Buren Township, who is charged with 
stalking and two counts of motor vehicle 
tracking device on Feb. 19, 2021 in Van 
Buren Township. Defense attorney Jeffrey 
Bennett said he is trying to negotiate with 
Prosecutor Larry King and King had to talk 
to his supervisors about a possible plea deal.
   On Sept. 14, charges were dismissed on 
the two motor-vehicle tracking devices on a 
motion of the prosecuting attorney. Courter 
pled guilty to stalking and sentencing was 
set for Oct. 14. On that date Judge Oakley 
ordered him to pay $1,745 within 30 days, 
have 36 months of probation, continue 
counseling, have no contact with the 
complaining victim, and can have the tether 
removed.

James Allison Devlin
   James Allison Devlin, 66, of Van Buren 
Township had been charged by the 
Michigan Department of Natural Resources 
for feeding deer on Dec. 5, 2020 and his 
pretrial had been delayed until defense 
attorney Murray Duncan could research the 
law.
   At the Aug. 25 pretrial, Judge Oakley 
wanted to hear Devlin’s story. He said he 
lives on five acres in Van Buren Township 
and has been feeding the wildlife for 25 
years. He said he puts out feeders around 
his property to see from his window the 
turkeys, rabbits, deer and whatever other 
animals come. He said he is not baiting and 
all the feeders are visible from his house. 
He has been married for 33 years and is 
employed.
   In a plea deal, Devlin pled no-contest to 
the charge and Judge Oakley gave him a 
delayed sentence for six months, with the 
charge being wiped from his record after 
that time if there are no further problems. 
The judge also set $400 in court costs but 
did not suspend Devlin’s hunting privilege. 
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VBT LDFA
(continued from page 1)

ATTENTION
SPEED MARCELL MILLER 

(11/6/1996)

This serves as a notification that 
you are hereby summoned to 
appear at 34th District Court on 
Tuesday, April 12, 2022 at 1 p.m. 
pertaining to case number 22-
0458.

Published: March 24, March 31, April 7, 2022

Public Notice

City of Belleville Public Notice
CITY OF BELLEVILLE 

CITY COUNCIL 
PUBLIC HEARING 

 

The Belleville City Council will conduct a Public Hearing on 
Monday, April 4, 2022 at 7:30 P.M.   

 

The purpose of the public hearing is for public input 
regarding an amendment to the codified ordinances that 

would add a chapter pertaining to post-construction 
stormwater management.  

 

The Public Hearing will take place at the Municipal Building, 
6 Main Street, Belleville, MI  48111. 

 

Briana Hootman 
City Clerk 
 
Publish:   March 24, 2022, and March 31, 2022  

City of Belleville Public Notice

City of Belleville—Department of Public Services
Downtown Maintenance Ambassadors
Do you love Belleville?
Do you take pride in your community?
Do you want to get paid to make a difference?
We have the job for you.

The City of Belleville is looking for 3 seasonal Downtown Maintenance Ambassadors! 
To help make our downtown beautiful.

Seeking ambitious, self-motivated employees who will do what it takes to maintain and 
improve our downtown. Duties include general maintenance, grass cutting, painting, 
debris removal, and other general labor activities. A valid driver’s license, physical, and 
a successful drug screen are required for employment. Hourly rate is $16.00 per hour. 
Previous experience in maintenance or Public Works is preferred but not required. This 
position is Seasonal and will run from April-October 2022. 

If you are interested in applying, please complete and send Employment Application ON 
THE CITY OF BELLEVILLE WEBSITE Attn: City Manager, 6 Main Street, Belleville, MI 
48111. The City of Belleville is an EOE/Veteran/Disabled/LGBT employer.  
Publish: March 31, 2022, April 7, 2022, April 14, 2022, April 21, 2022

City of Belleville 
6 Main Street   ◊   Belleville, MI  48111-2788 

734-697-9323   ◊   Fax 734-697-6837   ◊   
www.bellevilleonthelake.com 

   LDFA vice chairman Doug Peters, a 
retired attorney, said they could just add 
a sentence to the LDFA bylaws saying 
anything beyond the debt could be spent by 
“the ordinary and usual budget process.”
   Peters said, also, he thinks the LDFA 
should have $1,000 set aside in the budget 
for incidental activities, “so we don’t have 
to borrow or get donations.” He referred to 
what Delaney had to do to raise funds to 
put on the Sept. 11 program at Grace Lake 
last fall.
   In other business at the March 8 meeting, 
the LDFA:
   • Heard Deputy Supervisor Dan Selman 
give a synopsis of LDFA activities in 2021 
as required by Public Act 57. The report is 
also required to be posted on the township 
website. He said the primary focus of the 
LDFA at this time is the payment of the 
debt obligations as a result of the Visteon 
public improvements. The report says, 
“The LDFA will continue to pursue legal 
action against the original developer 
pursuant to the shortfall.” Two information 
sessions are required per year and notices 
were sent out to all the taxing authorities;
   • Heard a brief report from LDFA chairman 
Michael Dotson on the subcommittee 
which was formed to explore use and 
development of Grace Lake Corporate 
Center (the former Visteon Village). They 
have some ideas and others with ideas are 
asked to let them know. The idea to move 
the Forgotten Harvest free food lines each 
Tuesday afternoon to Grace Lake during 
construction of the VBT Community 
Center, was shared by Deputy Selman. 
Delaney said he wants to set up a ceremony 
for the Boy Scouts who helped put on the 
Sept. 11 program at Grace Lake and give 
them certificates.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At the Thursday, March 10, meeting of the 
Keystone Academy Board of Directors it was 
decided to change its June 9 board meeting 
to June 2, so it doesn’t conflict with the June 
9 Keystone graduation exercises for eight-
graders who will be going on to other schools 
to complete their high school careers.

Keystone school board changes meeting times from 6 p.m. to 5 p.m.
   Board members also agreed to set their 
meeting times for 5 p.m. for the meetings left 
in this school year, April 14, May 12, and June 
2.
   In other business at the March 10 meeting, 
the board:
   • Approved the revised designated signatory 
fiscal resolution to secure board access to its 
funds, as well as National Heritage Academy 
access to its funds;
   • Heard Principal Jorvonna Drain announce 
the students in grades 3-8 have completed ELA 
Interim 2 testing and they had an 8% increase 
in student proficiency from Interim 1. She said 
they currently were taking Math Interim 2;
   • Discussed selecting a new board member 
to replace Darren Hickonbottom who did 
not show interest in being reappointed. The 
board will nominate a person who will then 
be considered by Bay Mills Community 
College which holds the charter for Keystone. 
Hickonbottom has missed many meetings 
because of his job as an athletic coach;
   • Approved the revised discipline reporting 
policy, which removes the ID number of the 
student;
   • Reviewed the proposed 2022-23 board 
calendar, which will be voted on in April;
   • Heard Principal Jorvonna Drain report 
alerts have been given to parents/guardians of 
students in grades K-3 who might be retained;
   • Discussed the gifts for the two office 
administrator staff to celebrate Administrative 
Professionals Week, April 25-29. Also 
discussed was Teacher and Staff Appreciation 
Week, May 2-6, that may feature a food truck. 
The deans and principal were honored in 

March; and
   • Heard Principal Drain say transportation is 
a problem for some families and so they may 
set up car pools next year.
   At the Feb. 22 meeting, the board:
   • Went into closed session for a disciplinary 
hearing and came into open session to expel 
a fourth grader for 180 days for persistent 
disobedience;
   • Approved the 2021-22 amended budget in 

the form of a General Appropriations Act as 
submitted;
   • Approved reappointment of Patricia 
Kirkpatrick to serve an additional board term 
on the Keystone Board of Directors;
   • Approved Alan C. Young as the 2021-22 
audit firm; and
   • Approved 760 offered seats available for 
the 2022-23 school year.
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for discussion by Trustee Rush;
   • Heard Rush announce that Parks and 
Recreation is planning some activities, 
including Family Fun Day, Free Fishing 
Day, and an Easter Egg Hunt at noon on 
April 9 at Graham Park, with Rush wearing 
the bunny suit;
   • Heard Clerk Hurst announce that her 
office is eliminating two voting precincts 
and will be left with just a total of four 
precincts in two places – the fire hall and 
the community center;
   • Heard Danci report that at about 11:30 
a.m. earlier that day there was low water 
pressure reported all over the township. 
He called the Great Lakes Water Authority 
and they were doing work and the water 
pressure was brought back up by 1 p.m.;
   • During the work/study session before 
the regular meeting, discussed at length the 
proposal to use Braun & Helmer Auction 
Service, Inc. to sell township property 
instead of going out for bids;
   • At the beginning of the regular meeting, 
heard Bowman advise resident Mary Ban 
that they were going to do things a little 
differently and now there was a three-
minute limit for public comment. The 
only place for public comment now is at 
the beginning of the meeting. Ban spoke 
of the bad roads, the closed museum, and 
placement of voting precincts. She was the 
only speaker; and
   • At the end of the meeting, heard LaPorte 
ask for a site plan update for Zino’s, the 
vacant restaurant at the corner of Sumpter 
and Bemis roads. He said the township 
granted them a liquor license contingent 
on a site plan for outdoor dining, and that 
was two to three years ago. “He took the 
license and ran,” said Trustee Morgan. “My 
intention is to take the liquor license back,” 
said Supervisor Bowman. Oddy said they 
need to have the facts out to the public.
   There was a brief closed-door session 
between the work/study session and the 
regular meeting so attorney Young could 
update the board on the police contract 
negotiation. After the board came back 
into regular session it voted to direct the 
attorney to move on what was discussed in 
the closed-door session.

Sumpter Twp.
(continued from page 3)

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The DTE Western Wayne Service 
Center complex at 8801 Haggerty Rd. just 
south of Ecorse will be adding a modular 
shower/locker room after the Van Buren 
Township Planning Commission approved 
its preliminary and final site plans at the 
March 23 meeting.
   Dan Power, director of planning and 
economic development, said DTE is 
seeking to install a 1,285-square-foot 
addition to an existing 116,377-square-foot 
office and manufacturing building used 
by DTE. The addition will be 465 square 
feet masonry construction on grade beam 
expansion and 84 square feet of temporary 
modular restroom set on piers.
   He said they plan to build a masonry 
office and restroom for use by the field 
staff next to the existing truck lot.
   Vidya Krishnan, planning consultant 
from McKenna Associates, said the old 
drainage pond on the 26-acre parcel needs 
to be redone and the outdoor storage rack 
split off, but this request is for the trailer 
and addition only, needing no company or 

VBT planners approve DTE modular restroom addition
township engineering.
   DTE regional manager Barbara 
Rykwalder said the workers at the site 
requested closer restroom facilities. She 
said one of the goals for DTE is safety and 
presently the workers are having to walk 
through the building to reach the restrooms 
and trucks are moving around inside 
making it dangerous. She said the service 
center serves all of Wayne County and into 
Oakland County and the storm season is 
coming in.
   Krishnan questioned the looks of the 
doublewide trailer on little pillars and DTE 
engineer Brock said it will have a steel-
ribbed skirt to match the color of the siding. 
Krishnan said that makes it look like a 
trailer. Rykwalder said they can upgrade 
the skirt to make it look more permanent.
   Commissioner Brian Cullin asked if it 
is permanent, why is it a trailer? DTE 
representative Jean Uwizeye said it is a 
time factor and cost factor to address and 
immediate need.
   The commission passed the motion to 
approve the project with the stipulation that 
the skirting be the same masonry material 
as the adjacent structure.
   A comment was made by Steven 
Darke via zoom that the township should 
reevaluate its ordinance that allows 
installation of a trailer. He said this is too 
low a design structure. At the end of the 
meeting, Commissioner Jeff Jahr replied to 
Darke that he heard his comment, which he 
thought was apt.
   In other business at the March 23 meeting, 
the commission:
   • Approved DTE Electric’s tree removal 
permit application for the removal of 56 
regulated trees at 42061 Ecorse, between 
Haggerty Road and Kirkridge Park Drive, 
to prepare the site for construction of 
a future substation, called the Morton 
Substation. Rykwalder said the substation 
will support businesses in the township and 
the area. The property recently was rezoned 
for the project and the trees are tagged with 
metal tags. Power said DTE already has 
presented a check for the permit and will 
plant replacement trees in Van Buren Park 
in the fall, after their plan is first reviewed 
by township staff. Power said he expects 

DTE to be back with a site plan within the 
next two months. Krishnan said there are 
115-117 total trees, with one-half removed 
and one-half replaced;
   • Approved temporary land use for the 
TNT Fireworks tent at the Walmart site at 
10562 Belleville Rd. from June 22 to July 
5. Power said this is the eighth year and it 
has operated without problems;
   • Heard Power explain the proposed text 
amendments to the VBT Zoning Ordinance 
that he has presented to them are for the 
Sumpter Road Mixed Use District and the 
Sumpter Road Overlay District and related 
amendments. He asked the commission 
members to review the language and send 
him any comments. The first real work 
session on this will be at the next meeting, 
April 13, he said. Commissioner Brian 
Cullin asked if the land recently cleared 
on Sumpter Road is in the city and Power 
replied, “just barely.” He said they have a 
“live map” that commissioners can use to 
determine whether property is in the city or 
the township along Sumpter Road between 
the city limits and Hull Road, since parcels 
go in and out of the city and township; and
   • Voted unanimously on a resolution to 
change the commission’s regular meeting 
time from 7:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on the 
second and fourth Wednesdays of the 
month. Power said he will submit their 
action to the township board for its April 
5 agenda, since the board will have to 
approve this. He expects the time change 
will take effect at the commission’s next 
meeting on April 13.
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(Continued on page 19)

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

   There were 255 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police last week including the following.
Sunday, March 20:
   0007 – civil matter, W. Adams
   0059 – disorderly, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0207 – breaking & entering, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0218 – assist fire dept., Hull Rd.
   0424 – intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
   0449 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   0618 – misc. complaint, Rolan Meadows Dr.
   0638 – intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
   0851 – intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
   0927 – property damage accident, E. Huron River 
Dr. / Edison Lake Rd.
   1121 – civil matter, Denton Rd.
   1218 – civil matter, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1222 – intrusion alarm, Kahla Dr.
   1228 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1240 – suspicious person/vehicle, Ironwood Dr.
   1334 – intrusion alarm, Savage Rd.
   1450 – domestic, Ash Dr.
   1531 – road hazard, Belleville Rd./N. Ponderosa
   1535 – fraud, Lilac Ln.
   1759 – assault & battery, Denton Rd.
   1821 – welfare check, Quirk Rd.
   1838 – civil matter, Timberland Dr.
   1940 – juvenile complaint, Westlake Cir.
   2014 – traffic offense, W. Huron River Dr./Hoeft
   2126 – suspicious person/vehicle, Ayres Ave.
   2148 – welfare check, Parkwood Dr.
   2328 – suspicious person/vehicle, Landmark
   2326 – juvenile complaint, Vernon St.
   2347 – neighbor trouble, Parkwood Dr.
Monday, March 21:
   0219 – assist fire dept., S. Cumberland Dr.
   0639 – intrusion alarm, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0754 – assist other dept., N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1057 – hospice death, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1102 – civil matter, Parkwood Dr.
   1145 – welfare check, Ash Dr.
   1235 – welfare check, Outer Dr.
   1237 – assist fire dept., Ash Dr.
   1316 – assist fire dept., Bayshore Dr.
   1331 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1346 – vehicle lock out, Belleville Rd.
   1428 – domestic, Oak Ln.
   1514 – civil matter, Brandi Dr.
   1600 – assist citizen, Ecorse Rd./Haggerty Rd.
   1606 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Ecorse Rd.
   1609 – suspicious person/vehicle, Haggerty Rd. / E. 
Huron River Dr.
   1713 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   1938 – animal complaint, Alden Ave.
   2002 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2134 – welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2247 – domestic, Fairbanks St.
   2308 – assault & battery, Rawsonville Rd.
Tuesday, March 22:
   0105 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   0236 – assist other dept., Ecorse/Morton Taylor
   0524 – intrusion alarm, Hannan Rd.
   0609 – 911 welfare check, Redwood Dr.
   0750 – larceny from auto, Ironwood Dr.
   0855 – misc. complaint, Rose Blvd.
   1057 – mental subject, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1106 – suicidal person, Parkside Dr.
   1107 – operating while intoxicated, N. I-94 Service
   1212 – breaking & entering, Rose Blvd.
   1223 – suicidal person, Tyler Rd.
   1253 – welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1318 – fraud, Parkwood Dr.
   1321 – 911 welfare check, Elwell Rd.
   1328 – personal injury accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Grove Rd.
   1401 – sexual assault, Village Green Ln.
   1537 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1545 – assist fire dept., Barnwell Dr.
   1646 – animal complaint, Van Born
   1739 – domestic, Sadie Ln.
   1811 – suspicious person/vehicle, Ecorse Rd.
   2126 – harassment call, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2133 – suspicious person/vehicle, Parkwood Dr.
   2212 – assist other dept., Birch Dr.
   2224 – intrusion alarm, Parkwood Dr.
   2232 – animal complaint, McKinley St.
   2311 – fraud, Belleville Rd.

Wednesday, March 23:
   0106 – larceny from auto, Oak ln.
   0345 – noise complaint, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0358 – disorderly, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0428 – assist other dept., N. Liberty
   0915 – property damage accident, Denton Rd.
   0922 – private property impound, W. Huron River
   0948 – motorist assist, Belleville/Ecorse Rd.
   1046 – parking complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1120 – animal complaint, Old Michigan Rd.
   1152 – larceny from auto, Parkwood Dr.
   1255 – civil matter, Oak Ln.
   1436 – civil matter, Oak Ln.
   1439 – vehicle lock out, Belleville Rd.
   1458 – hospice death, Pond Bluff Dr.
   1505 – sexual assault, Van buren St.
   1511 – mental subject, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1541 – civil matter, Parkwood Dr.
   1544 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1621 – road hazard, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1703 – PPO violation, Gilmore St.
   1704 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1812 – shooting, Lighthouse Dr.
   1900 – harassment call, Tyler Rd.
   2037 – family trouble, Western St.
   2109 – domestic, Parkwood Dr.
   2239 – threat, Richard Run Dr.
   2246 – disorderly, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2254 – welfare check, Revere Dr.
Thursday, March 24:
   0144 – suspicious person/vehicle, Richard Run Dr.
   0251 – property check, Hamilton St.
   1134 – larceny, McKinley St.
   1159 – fraud, Freedom Way
   1204 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1210 – private property impound, Belleville Rd.
   1252 – malicious destruction of property, S. I-94 
Service Dr.
   1409 – domestic, Haggerty Rd./Ecorse Rd.
   1526 – private property impound, Belleville Rd.
   1607 – neighbor trouble, Rose Blvd.
   1733 – misc. complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1839 – intrusion alarm, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1953 – suicidal person, Parkwood Dr.
   1858 – welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1941 – intrusion alarm, W. Huron River Dr.
   1948 – welfare check, Landmark
   2012 – Walmart property check, Belleville Rd.
   2159 – welfare check, Michigan Ave.
   2214 – welfare check, Meadows Cir.
   2224 – property check, Belleville Rd.
   2237 – welfare check, Michigan Ave.
Friday, March 25:
   0008 – larceny, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0018 – noise complaint, Daniel Dr.
   0047 – 911 welfare check, Amanda Dr.
   0158 – assist fire dept., Denton Rd.
   0217 – noise complaint, Oak Ln.
   0251 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service
   0333 – intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
   0826 – issue gun permit, Tyler Rd.
   0834 – welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   1044 – harassment call, Belleville Rd.
   1109 – suicidal person, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1123 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1151 – civil matter, Parkwood Dr.
   1223 – misc. complaint, Country Ln.
   1241 – assist other dept., Haverhill Rd.
   1354 – intrusion alarm, Belmont Dr.
   1414 – private property/property damage accident, 
Haggerty Rd.
   1428 – issue gun permit, Tyler Rd.
   1511 – harassment call, Outer Dr.
   1529 – vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd.
   1532 – threat, Belleville Rd.
   1600 – found property/child, Parkwood Dr.
   1644 – intrusion alarm, Colonial Rd.
   1832 – disorderly, E. Schooner Dr.
   1855 – intrusion alarm, Wildbrook Dr.
   1929 – 911 welfare check, Rawsonville Rd.
   2001 – noise complaint, Meadows Cir.
   2131 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2134 – family trouble, Belleville Rd.
   2139 – threat, Rawsonville Rd.
   2252 – vehicle lock out, Truman
   2338 – noise complaint, Maple Dr.
Saturday, March 26:
   1132 – welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   1246 – assault & battery, Peachtree Ln.
   1330 – fraud, Ironwood Dr.
   1345 – assist other dept., W. I-94/rest area
   1403 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, EB Michigan Ave./bypass

   1520 – assault & battery, McKinley St.
   1532 – intrusion alarm, Paloma Dr.
   1611 – parking complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1620 – parking complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1650 – fight, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1720 – narcotics crime, Tyler Rd.
   2014 – assist fire dept., Belleville Rd.
   2056 – domestic, Van Born Rd.
   2058 – intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.
   2138 – misc. complaint, Tyler Rd.
   2223 – intrusion alarm, Kouza Ct.
Also on this week’s log are 63 traffic stops, five of 
which are on the I-94 freeway.

Sunday, March 20:
   0241 – traffic stop, Church St./W. Columbia Ave.
   0316 – suspicious person/vehicle, Main St./Fifth
   0338 – 911 welfare check, N. Aberdeen Ct.
   2140 – traffic stop, Potter Dr.
   2356 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
Monday, March 21:
   0523 – assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr.
   0911 – malicious destruction of property, Victorian 
Ln.
   1047 – assist fire dept., San Carlos St.
   1250 – 911 welfare check, W. Columbia Ave.
   1326 – warrant arrest. S. Canton Center Rd.
   1658 – traffic stop, Madelon St./Robbe St.
   1729 – traffic stop, Main St./High St.
   1844 – traffic stop, Sumpter Rd./Spencer St.
Tuesday, March 22:
   0022 – unauthorized driving away of auto, W. 
Columbia Ave.
   0759 – narcotics crime, W. Columbia Ave.
   2249 – assist other dept., Main St.
Wednesday, March 23:
   0423 – breaking & entering, N. Liberty St.
   0451 – traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave./Madelon St.
   1146 – suspicious person/vehicle, W. Columbia
   1152 – disorderly, W. Columbia Ave.
   1622 – suspicious person/vehicle, W. Thornhill Ct. 
/ Victorian Ln.
Thursday, March 24:
Friday, March 25:
   0049 – traffic stop, Main St./Second St.
   0629 – larceny from auto, W. Columbia Ave.
   0839 – misc. complaint, Loza Ln.
   0904 – abandoned auto, city municipal lot/Liberty 
St. N.
   0920 – traffic stop, Main St.
   0951 – traffic stop, Main St./First St.
   1034 – traffic offense, Main St./Second St.
   1117 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
   2010 – assist fire dept., Santa Clara St.
   2036 – welfare check, W. Columbia Ave.
   2116 – PPO violation, Wheeler
   2356 – traffic stop, Sumpter Rd./Owen St.
Saturday, March 26:
   0235 – warrant arrest, Carmell St.
   0816 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
   0845 – traffic stop, Main St./High St.
   0910 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
   1007 – traffic stop, Main St.
   1016 – traffic stop, Main St.
   1057 – traffic stop, Main St.
   1117 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
   1125 – traffic stop, Main St./High St.
   1134 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
   1139 – traffic offense, W. Columbia Ave.
   1147 – traffic stop, Main St.
   1201 – traffic stop, High St.
   1229 – traffic stop, High St.
   1247 – traffic stop, Main St.
   1252 – parking complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   1354 – lost property/child, Sumpter Rd.
   1508 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
   1514 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
   1530 – traffic stop, High St./Edison St.
   1548 – traffic stop, Bay Pointe Dr.
   1558 – traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr.
   1624 – 911 welfare check, N. Aberdeen Ct.
   1814 – found property/child, Main St.
   2051 – traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave./Madelon
   2133 – intrusion alarm, Main St.
   2141 – traffic stop, Second St./N. Liberty St.
There were 32 traffic stops on this week’s log.

Sunday, March 20:
   0008 – assist other agency, 22000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   0016 – citizen assist, 40000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   0051 – suspicious circumstance, 18000 bl. Lohr
   0313 – assist other agency, 22000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   0641 – welfare check, 23000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1146 – suspicious circumstance, Harris Rd. / 
Martinsville Rd.
   1159 – welfare check, 45000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   1252 – suspicious circumstance, Mulberry Dr.
   1311 – suspicious circumstance, Haggerty/Arkona
   1401 – assist other agency, Rawsonville/Judd
   1434 – 911 hang up, 48000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1502 – suspicious circumstance, 24000 bl. 
Sherwood Rd.
   1517 – neighbor trouble, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1610 – ORV complaint, Martinsville Rd./Arkona
   1734 – family trouble, 45000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1745 – 911 hang up, 48000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1810 – fire dept. assist, 8100 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1943 – animal complaint, 49000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1943 – fire dept. assist, Birch Dr.
   2044 – suspicious person, Delaware
   2152 – disturbing the peace, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2333 – mental health call, Rustic Ln.
Monday, March 21:
   0252 – disorderly person, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0955 – breaking & entering report, 45000 bl. Judd
   1010 – animal complaint, Mulberry Dr.
   1335 – civil matter, 24000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1413 – mental health call, Edgewood Dr.
   1616 – 911 hang up, 18000 bl. Lohr Rd.
   1542 – assist other agency, New Mexico St.
   1645 – animal complaint, 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1742 – alarm, 26000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1959 – mental health call, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
Tuesday, March 22:
   0127 – follow-up investigation, 48000 bl. Wear
   0136 – citizen assist, Florida St.
   0500 – warrant arrest, 2100 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   0823 – animal complaint, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
   1241 – disturbing the peace, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1340 – fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1505 – 911 hang up, 25000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1529 – follow-up investigation, 24000 bl. Elwell
   1725 – follow-up investigation, 38000 bl. Willis
   2354 – family trouble, Edgewood Dr.
Wednesday, March 23:
   0057 – mental health call, Edgewood Dr.
   0414 – disorderly person, Creekside Dr.
   0742 – citizen assist, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1227 – mental health call, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1430 – traffic complaint/hazard, 40000 bl. Judd
   1449 – suspicious circumstance, Montana St.
   1520 – traffic complaint/hazard, 40000 bl. Judd
   1520 – welfare check, Birch Dr.
   1801 – citizen assist, 8100 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1930 – civil matter, 24000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   2000 – family trouble, 43000 bl. Judd Rd.
Thursday, March 24:
   0742 – noise complaint, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1221 – animal complaint, Arkona Rd./Clark Rd.
   1246 – citizen assist, 40000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1331 – noise complaint, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1408 – citizen assist, 21000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1631 – suspicious circumstance, Carleton West Rd. 
/ Willow Rd.
   1738 – family trouble, Mulberry Dr.
   1811 – civil matter, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1834 – suspicious circumstance, 23000 bl. Haggerty 
Rd.
   1838 – animal complaint, 19000 bl. Martinsville
   1840 – suspicious circumstance, 41000 bl. Wear
   1907 – property damage accident, 51000 bl. Willis 
   2030 – suspicious circumstance, Arizona St.
   2151 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Fenster Ave.
Friday, March 25:
   0031 – fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0207 – neighbor trouble, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
   0840 – stalking complaint, Willis Rd./Clark Rd.
   1012 – neighbor trouble, 45000 bl. Paris Dr.
   1052 – suspicious circumstance, Wayside Dr.
   1119 – stalking complaint, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1314 – follow-up investigation, 39000 bl. Willis
   1402 – property damage accident, 26000 bl. 
Sumpter Rd.
   1535 – down wires, 44000 bl. Dunn Rd.
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The Belleville-Area
Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

VBT Police
(continued from page 1)

(continued from page 18)

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

Now there are more free vaccine and testing locations in 
Wayne County. Your choice makes a difference. Let’s get 
together to protect each other. So we can continue to 
move forward.

WayneCounty.com/COVID19
No appointment needed. For more details visit

Your choice could make all 
the difference in the world.

Get vaccinated 
Get tested
Find a free location in Wayne County

   1618 – down wires, 44000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   1817 – civil matter, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1826 – 911 hang up, Colorado
   1833 – found property, 50000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1935 – disturbing the peace, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2008 – follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
   2014 – follow-up investigation, 39000 bl. Willis
   2108 – fire dept. assist, 11000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   2130 – suspicious person, 5600 bl. Oakville Waltz
   2356 – 911 hang up, Texas St.
Saturday, March 26:
   0046 – disorderly person, Creekside Dr.
   0055 – suspicious vehicle, Knollwood Dr.
   0147 – operating while intoxicated arrest, 
Rawsonville Rd./Judd Rd.
   0819 – warrant arrest, 18000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1224 – death investigation, 27000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1447 – 911 hang up, 43000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   1531 – 911 hang up, 48000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1536 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   1604 – fire dept. assist, Edgewood Dr.
   1702 – fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1708 – family trouble, Harris/Lohr
   1928 – noise complaint, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2056 – animal complaint, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2154 – animal complaint, Rustic Ln.
Also on this week’s log are 128 patrol checks, 37 
traffic stops, and five misc. details.

felon, 5-year felony;
   • Weapons - ammunition- possession by 
felon, 5-year felony;
   • Assault with a dangerous weapon 
(felonious assault), 4-year felony;
   • Weapons - carry concealed, 5-year 
felony;
   • Police Officer - assaulting   / resisting / 
obstructing, 2-year felony;
   • Four counts of weapons - felony firearm, 
2-year felonies; and
   • Habitual Offender - fourth offense 
notice.
   Odumodu was arraigned before Judge 
Brian A. Oakley in the 34th District Court on 
Monday and a not-guilty plea was entered.  
Bond was set at $100,000 cash, and his 
probable cause hearing was scheduled for 
8:30 a.m., April 6, via zoom.  
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#36 RANKED FORD
DEALERship

IN THE NATION
FOR 2021 

THANK YOU!

Call us:
(734) 697-9161

SHOP OnlINE:
www.atchinson.net

9800 Belleville Rd.,
Belleville, MI 48111

BELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKE

VACANT VENETIAN 1/2 ACRE LOT $60,000
VACANT LOUISA “DREAM LOT” $70,000

7 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS
AND MARTINSVILLE. PRICED $50,000
TO $60,000 EACH. BUILD YOUR DREAM 44194 ROBSON,VAN BUREN.81AC $44,000

HURON TWP VAC CLARK .74 AC $40,000
HURON TWP VAC ASH .87 ACRES $55,000HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN $70,000

BELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKE

COMMERCIAL CORNER OFECORSE &
WAYNE ROMULUS 4.27ACRES $1,000,000

GLENN SILVENIS
www.MrSold.com

418Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000

Office (734) 699-4000email: mrsold@mrsold.com
website: mrsold.com

CROSSROADS III

ONE 12+ ACRE PARCELAT $120,000 NEAR
CORNER WEAR AND HAGGERTY

WAYNE RD COM ZONE 1.48 AC $149,000 KARR RD 10 ACRES 663 FRONT $100,000
KARR RD 20 ACRES ZONED AG $200,000

TORREY 2.48 AC PERC +SURVEY $39,000

BELLEVILLE LAKE

5855COLF, EXETERTOWNSHIP

NEEDS WORK

6366COLORADO, ROMULUS

6 ACRES & 5 BEDROOMS

LARGE HOME with Premuim Lafada Kitchen,
Hardwood Floors, Granite, Ceramic and Quarry
Tile Baths. 5 Bedrooms, 3 1/2 Baths, New Roof-
2020 and 90+ Furnace. 2 1/2 carGarage. $450,000

10479 BEMIS, YPSILANTI TOWNSHIP

MOSTAFFORDABLE

1705 LONDON, LINCOLN PARK

545HIGH STREET, BELLEVILLE

21807 TELEGRAPH, BROWNSTOWN

EXPERIENCEUNDISTURBEDLAKESIDE
MORNINGS. Updated 3 Bedroom 2 1/2 Bath
Home. Living Room w/Fireplace, Hardwood
Floors, Full Basement 2 1/2 Car Garage $349,900

BELLEVILLERESIDENTIALLOTS 3LOTS
ONE PRICE. TOTALING .41 ACRES WITH
CITYWATERANDSEWERATSTREET. SIDE-
WALKS IN AND SOME VIEWS OF
BELLEVILLE LAKE $60,000

AMost Affordable Lincoln Park Home.. 3 Bed-
rooms, 1 1/2 Baths and Partially Finished Base-
ment. 12x18 Three Seasons Room, Large 2 1/2
Car Detached Garage Double Lot $119,500

47677 N SHORE , VAN BUREN
5,920 SQUARE FOOT Belleville Lake Estate.
3Br, 31/2 Ba, 1st Fl Master, Library, Fireplace,
Sunroom, Basement. 200 Ft Lakefront, 1 Acre. One
of the Finest Parcels Available $950,000.

ENJOYBELLEVILLE LAKE

LOTS TO SEE

1 ACRE + POLE BARN

2057MOELLER, YPSILANTI TWP

NEW LISTING

NEW LISTING

Top 1% ofAll Realtors in the
US 2015 -2020 Real Trends
Prior #1, #2 and #3 RE/MAX
Agent SoutheasternMichigan
MayorCity of Belleville
1987-1995

DO NOT BE OVERCHARGED - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES - NO COMPLIANCE FEES - NO JUNK FEES

1,382 SQUARE FOOT RANCH with 3 Bed-
rooms, 2 Baths, Family Room, Living Room,
Breezway and Large Garage Flexible Town Cen-
ter Zoning. Residential +Many uses. $189,900.

LARGE BRICK RANCH 3 Bedrooms, 1 1/2
Baths, Large Family Room, Newer Wallside
Windows, New Roof, Large Pole Barn with 3
Lots on over 1 Acre. $275,000

LOTS TO SEE! Large 1,854 SqFt Ranch with
New Carpet & Floor Coverings, Open Kitchen,
Fireplace, Sun Room, 2 1/2 Car Attached Ga-
rage, Pole Barn, Paved Street &More. $259,900

9000OAKVILLEWALTZ,AUGUSTATWP

MOVERIGHT IN! Affordable 4,000 Square
Foot Exeter Township Church. This is a beau-
tiful building both inside and out and no dis-
appointments here. A must see at $195,000

14000 PEBBLECREEKPLYMOUTHTWP
$1,000,000 AREA 1.32 ACRES $295,000

1163 ROULO WATER AND SEWER $45,000

6717MIDDLEBELT, ROMULUS
AFFORDABLE HOME with Excellent Curb
Appeal. 2 Bedrooms, 1 Bath plus Basement Bath
Prep. 90+ Furnace, 2 1/2 Car Detached Garage,
Large Yard and Zoned M-1. $110,000

AFFORDABLE -ZONEDM-1

3ACRECOMMERCIALCORNERSUMPTER
AND WILLOW A very smart buy at $150,000

PENDING PENDING PENDINGPENDING

AMOST AFFORDABLE 2 BedroomOne Bath
Ranch. Selling As Is and a Perfect House to Up-
date or for a Great Rental. Corner Lot $80,000
CASH ONLY.

CORNER WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE
SEWER & WATER 1.64 ACRES $65,000
WILLIS RD 1 AC SEWER &WATER 60,000


