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Belleville proclamation
names April 7 as BHS
Girls’ Basketball Day

WHEREAS, the Belleville High School
Girls’ Basketball Team has achieved
the highest honor in Michigan high
school basketball by winning the State
Championship; and

WHEREAS, through dedication,
perseverance, and teamwork, the players,
coaches, and staff have demonstrated
exceptional skill and sportsmanship
throughout the season; and

WHEREAS, this championship victory
brings great pride and recognition to
Belleville High School, the City of
Belleville, and the entire community; and

WHEREAS, the team’s success is a
testament to the hard work, commitment,
and passion of the student-athletes,
coaching staff, school administrators,
families, and supporters; and

NOW, THEREFORE, the Belleville
City Council and all our residents hereby
congratulate the Belleville High School
Girls’ Basketball Team for their outstanding
accomplishment and extend our deepest
appreciation for their dedication and
contributions to our community.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED
that April 7, 2025 be recognized as
BELLEVILLE GIRLS’ VARSITY
BASKETBALL DAY in the City of
Belleville and we encourage all residents
to celebrate this historic victory.

This is to be signed by Mayor Kenneth
Voigt and all four council members.
April 7, 2025

Correction: Parent
Angela Mears took the
robotics picture

Parent Angela Mears provided the
picture she took of the winning robotics
team for page 3 of our April 3 edition. We
misidentified the photographer and we
apologize. Thanks for sharing your picture.

Rosemary K. Otzman, editor

Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
Members of the Belleville High School Girls Varsity Basketball team pose for a picture with family and head coach Jason Wilkins, at
left, as Belleville mayor pro-tem Kelly Bates presents a proclamation celebrating the team’s state title. The proclamation names April
7 as Belleville Girls’ Varsity Basketball Day in the city of Belleville.

City purchases two new Dominion voting tabulators

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor
At Monday’s regular meeting, the
Belleville City Council voted unanimously
to buy two Dominion Voting high-speed
tabulators at a total cost of $11,236.

The council was operating at a bare
quorum with mayor Ken Voigt and
councilman Jeremiah Beebe both absent.
Mayor pro-tem Kelly Bates chaired the
meeting.

The tabulators for in-person voting at the
two polling locations cost $6,593 each for
a total of $13,236. The current tabulators
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will be bought back for $1,000 each,
reducing the total cost by $2,000.

Clerk/treasurer Brianna Hootman wasn’t
at the meeting, but city manager Jason
Smith said she had some extra funding in
her budget for elections and wanted the
two, high-speed tabulators. He said the
current ones were purchase five years ago
and are on “the slower side.”

In other business at Monday’s 40-minute
meeting, the council:

» Watched mayor pro-tem Bates present
a proclamation to a roomful of Belleville
High School girls’ basketball team

members, setting April 7 as “Belleville
Girls’ Varsity Basketball Day” in the city
of Belleville to celebrate the team’s state
title. She had to take the proclamation
back temporarily so the missing council
members would be able to sign the
document;

» Approved a resolution on a three-
year plan for compliance with Public
Act 51, Section 10K, as required by law,
committing to how 10% of the Michigan
Transportation Funds received will be
used for non-motorized improvements.

(continued on page 17)

The Denton Road bridge
has been closed by
Wayne County for

921 days as of today.




/ WILLIS FEED MILL
> Your Wildlife
Headquarters for 2024!

Dog and Cat Food e lUJ0 Hours:

Wild Bird and Squirrel Food T
Certified Organic Products
Hay and Straw ¢ Poultry Food
Horse and Livestock Feed

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Mlchlgan

(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

We look f d
b L (z7ex4l) A= 117  willisfeed@att.net

DAVE'S TREASURE

Hunting Gear Sports

Guns, Bows o Memorabilia
Knives (734) aggqé:;a Tools and
Fishing Poles - ﬁ_giﬁ ,@ Collectibles
Fishing Lures Mon da);;Frid; y r5pm-8pm Boating
Lionel Trains Accessories

Saturday 9am-5pm
668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, Ml 48111
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Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors
202 BELLEVILLE CO-OP
C@®P For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide
csl SUPPHEE & DEVELOWPNENT the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors.

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville

For more information call:

734-699-8676
M-W-F ogam-Noon

Amenities
®  100% Smoke free campus ®  Subsidized rent
®  Individual heating & cooling ®  Onssite laundry
®  Emergency in-unit pull cords ®  Transportation available
=11 2. www.csi.coop (800) 593-3052 DD (800) 348701 = 0 . |

Come visit us at our new location in downtown Belleville!
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perspective
v EYECARE

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
240 Main Street Ty o
Belleville, M1 48111 Wednesday 9am-7pm

Thursday 9am-6pm

734.699.1010 Friday closed
Saturday by appointment
. . . Closed 1-2pm every day
Visit www.perspectiveeyecare.com to schedule online

White Pine

DENTAL HEALTH
Yourn Swmile Comes Finot!
Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002 187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo s.
Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,
and a University of Michigan graduate.

e Now Booking New Patients ¢

Open Evenings and Weekends
Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING

RUSTPROOFING

Protect your

vehicle from N H at it's /
harsh winter M
snow and
road salt.

appointment PROTECT THE NEW, PRESERVE THE OLD!
today! - CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -

99 0IESHuronRivebrivelsIBellevill eay/34:3.9i1512:92

SERVING BELLEVILLE & SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN!

BARNETT

L ROOﬁng and Siding, Inc. s
OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Roofing ¢ Siding * Flat Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES!

Now Turu Mav 30, 2025
Receive Our CerTaINTeED Roor 4-S1ar

EXTENDED WARRANTY FoR FREE! GURRENT &

Past Miuitary MemBeRS will RECEIVE A
$250 Caserns Girr Carp!

Licensed & Insured

CALL (734) 397-8122

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 MICHIGAN AVE. —- CANTON
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Bellevillains in back-to back FIRST World Champlonshlps in TX

By Mark Laginess

For the second straight year, the
Bellevillains, Team 6615 from Belleville
High School, are heading to Houston for
the FIRST Robotics Competition (FRC)
World Championships from April 17-
19. They will be among 75 teams from
Michigan participating at the George R.
Brown Convention Center this year.

Before the World Championships, Team
6615 had to get through the FIRST in
Michigan State District Championship,
held at Saginaw Valley State University.
The event featured teams ranked in the top
160 places out of the 528 total teams in the
state taking part in the 2025 FRC season.

These teams were divided into one of four
fields at SVSU’s Ryder Center, with fields
sponsored by Aptiv Foundation, Consumers
Energy Foundation, DTE Foundation, and
Hemlock Semiconductor.

Following successful district competitions
at Belleville and Renaissance High Schools
which left them in a tie for 24" place in
the state, the Bellevillains maintained a
high level of performance throughout 12
state qualification matches on the Aptiv
Foundation Field, including a strong
contribution as part of the alliance with the
highest qualification match score on that
field and the second highest qualification
match score on all four of the fields.

Their 7-4-1 qualification match record
landed them in 15" place in the Aptiv
Foundation Division, and their place and
performance led them to be selected as
first pick for playoff Alliance 8 by alliance
captain Team 1498, The Polar Pilots of
Anchor Bay High School and Macomb
County 4H from Richmond. Team 248,
Adambots from Rochester Hills Adams
HS, was selected as the third member of
the alliance.

In the playoffs, Alliance 8’s first
round match was against eventual Aptiv
Foundation Division winner Alliance 1,
featuring alliance captain Team 2075,
Enigma Robotics from West Catholic HS in
Grand Rapids, Team 2337 the EngiNERDs
from Grand Blanc HS, and Team 858
Demons Robotics from Wyoming HS.
Alliance 8 was dispatched to the loser’s
bracket, dropping the opening match
227-187. Facing elimination from the
competition, they didn’t fare any better in
their next match, losing 202-191 to Alliance
4, made up of Team 494, the Martians from
Goodrich HS, Team 3175 Knight Vision
from University Liggett School in Grosse
Pointe Woods, and Team 51 Wings of Fire
from International Technology Academy
and Pontiac HS in Pontiac.

While the early exit from the playoffs
was not what the Bellevillains had in mind,
when the dust settled on the overall state
competition, they found themselves in 57%
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The highly successful drive team of Desmond Reinhart, Carson Conley, Ballee Robinson, Xavier Miah, and mentor Jeremy Church
pose before a match on the Aptiv Foundation Field at the FIRST in Michigan State District Championships at Saginaw Valley State

University. (Photo by Angela Mears)

place in the state, meaning that an invitation
to the World Championship was assured.
Michigan has the largest contingent of the
521 total teams from any geographic region
in the country or around the globe taking
part in the World Championships. While
all 50 US states have FRC teams, 44 states
have participants in the championships with

the top three being Michigan (75 teams),
California (45), and New York (24).
Among the countries represented at the
World Championships are the United States
(401 teams), Canada (24), Mexico (18),
Tiirkiye (18), Israel (12), Brazil (11), China
(10), Chinese Taipei (8), Australia (7), India
(6), Dominican Republic (1), Netherlands

(1), France (1), Japan (1), Poland (1), and
Armenia (1).

The World Championships are open to
the public, and admission is free. Between
the teams, event staff, and spectators, over
50,000 people are expected to attend the
event.

Team 6615, the Bellevillains, their coaches, mentors, and supporters gather for a group photo after they and their alliance partners
were eliminated from the FIRST in Michigan State District Championships at Saginaw Valley State University. The team’s overall
performance earned them an invitation to participate for the second straight year in the World Championships in Houston, TX from

April 17-19. (Photo by Angela Mears)
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Editorial

What do you think
should be done with
Main St. parking?

Mayor Pro Tem Kelly Bates was chairing
Monday’s regular Belleville City Council
meeting in the absence of Mayor Ken Voigt.
She said she asked a discussion item on Main
Street parking be added to the agenda. Bates
wanted the council and the public to consider
parking and come up with a solution.

She said two business owners had come
before the council at two different meetings
recently to ask for help. They said employees
from other businesses were blocking the
spaces in front of their shops that should be
kept open for their customers. They were
very frustrated.

Bates asked about putting time limits on
parking and city manager Jason Smith said
it is a double-edged sword to put limits on
parking. He said they want Belleville to
be walkable, where people leave their cars
and walk and shop and, hopefully, are gone
several hours.

Councilwoman Julie Kissel said they
could ask the police chief to look into a
way to rent spaces in front of businesses to
the businesses for their customers, like in
Ferndale.

With limits, enforcement is needed, Smith
said. He said people are alienated with
meters. Bates asked about angle parking and
Smith said when Main Street was redone
the sidewalks were widened and there is no
room for angle parking now.

Bates decided the council needed to talk
some more when the full council and police
chief were present. They want the public’s
ideas as well. What do you think?

EXTRA THINGS | KNOW

There was flooding again at that corner
where Sheetz and another new gas station
want to locate. Van Buren Township Police
warned drivers to avoid the Haggerty/Ecorse
intersection because of high water there.

Reportedly, those who drove into the water
stalled out and there were more than eight.

Sheetz is working with the county and
EGLE to solve some drainage problems on
their new site on the southwest corner, but
can they fix the whole flooding problem
there before they build?

The Nixle alert from Van Buren Township
was sent out at 3:53 a.m. Thursday, April
3, and read: “The intersection of Haggerty
Rd. and Ecorse Rd. is flooded. Drivers
should seek an alternative route. Vehicles
are being disabled after drivers attempt
to drive through the water. A request has
been submitted to Wayne County Road
Commission for barricades. Drivers should
also be aware of possible flooding on other
roads after the heavy rain over night.”

skokok

A different Nixle alert came from Belleville
on April 1: “Please be advised that the City
of Belleville will be installing a new stop
sign at the intersection of Angola St. and
Roland St. in the city of Belleville.

“For those familiar, this intersection is
currently a two-way-stop-sign-controlled
intersection. It will be a three-way stop sign
once signage is installed. Please be aware
of its placement and follow it as state law
mandates.”

That’s in the residential neighborhood
drivers use to avoid the Five Points
intersection during busy times of day.

sk

Former Belleville Mayor Richard Smith

said, when he heard that Legg’s Lounge on

N

Established Dec. 3, 1994

Editor: Rosemary K. Otzman
Home phone (NO ADS, PLEASE!): 697-1294
Advertising Manager:
Janet Millard
Bookkeeper: James Otzman
Production Manager:
James Otzman
Office Manager: Yvette Gorecki
Editorial Cartoonist: Kathryn Wood

Belleville Area Independent™ is a Trademark
and is registered with the United States Patent
and Trademark Office, Reg. No. 3,751,670
Belleville Area Independent Holding Company,
LLC (Michigan Limited Liability Company)

www.bellevilleareaindependent.com
baindependent@ameritech.net

BELLEVILLE-ARE A Bellevile,MI 48111

INDEPENDENT

The Belleville-Area Independent is a free, weekly newspaper
published each Thursday in Belleville, MI.

152 Main St., Suite 9,

734-699-9020
FAX 734-699-8962
First Edition Jan. 5, 1995

The Independent is owned and operated by
a Michigan Limited Liability Company made up of
members of this community.

Entire contents of this paper is
Copyrighted © 2025 - All rights reserved.
This paper is available free at sites throughout the
community. To get the Independent delivered by
mail, cost is $55 per year for postage, Outside of
Michigan - $60 per year, outside of the USA - call.
Also available free to download on our website.
Deadline for news & ads (see below) is Noon of every
Monday. Deadline for ads smaller than 1/2 page is Noon
Monday, and all advertising 1/2 page or larger is Noon
Friday, with the exception of certain holiday weeks.
Classified ad deadline is Noon of every Tuesday.

...By Rosemary K. Otzman

Hey, Kid..."

Michigan Avenue in Van Buren Township
had been torn down, he remembers Legg’s
before it was Legg’s. He said his mother
took him to eat there when he was about 10
years old in 1950 or 1951. He said he had to
wear his little suit and all the men had suits
on. It was a nice place to eat and it did have a
bar. He remembers it was called “Smiggens”
in those days.
skeskosk

Part of Canton Center Road, in front of
Canton Center High School, collapsed in
both directions over the weekend because
of the heavy rains and was not expected to
reopen until Tuesday or Wednesday. This is
south of Joy Road at Willow Creek. Wayne
County was repairing the collapse.

skeskosk

A reader who has lived in the Belleville
area for 70 years called on Monday to
express dismay that the Belleville DDA
wants to replace the non-functioning clock
in the Fourth Street Square with the same
sort of clock. She said they seem to have
turned away from the Shinola pocket-watch
version it was said that Craig Atchinson
suggested. He also was going to pay for it,
she reminded me.

I'told her that Steve Jones had told the DDA
for two months that he has been unable to
contact Atchinson. The caller said Atchinson
has been out of town and the DDA shouldn’t
put up their noses at his generous offer.
They should try something different with the
pocket watch, she said.

At its last DDA meeting in March, Jones

Nightmare on Elm Street " i

was directed to continue to try to contact
Atchinson and if he couldn’t to go ahead and
buy the replacement clock they like out of
DDA funds.
sksksk

At Sunday’s Bugles Across America event
at the Veterans Memorial in Belleville,
Polish Legion of American Veterans
Commander George Kennedy said that date
marked the April 6 beginning of World War
I. He said 51 widows from that war are still
getting military pensions. When asked if any
widows from the Civil
War are still getting
pensions, he replied the
last one died in 2020. I
checked and she married
her veteran husband
when he was 93 and she
was 17 and she died at
the age of 101. Since
the veteran’s pension was so generous, there

were a lot of such May-December weddings.
sk

A reader who said he wanted to report
something to the police, said he didn’t know
whether the site was in the city of Belleville
or Van Buren Township, so he went to the
wrong department: Belleville. They directed
him to Van Buren. He said Savage Road, in
and out of the city, has no signs either way
telling where the city/township border is. I
checked and he’s right. There used to be a
really nice city sign, with all the clubs on it
in the past, but not now. No “Welcome to
Van Buren Township” either.
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Columbia Court
Apartments
275 W. Columbia * Belleville

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older
H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences
Affordable Housing * Sec 8-202

Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

& 734-697-8200

Patronize Our
Advertisers!
They are the ones
who give you this
free paper!

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips.
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

CHINA KING

45915 S. 1-94 Service Dr., Belleville

Next to the Belleville Post Office
(734) 699-1550

See our menu online at:
chinakingbelleville.com

LUNCH ¢ DINNER
FRIDAY & SATURDAY 11:00AM - 10:00PM
Best Buffet Around! SUNDAY 11:30AM - 9:00PM

DeLivery AvaiLaeLe THru UBER EATS, GRUBHUB & DOOR DASH!
BEER & WINE AVAILABLE - DRIVE-THRU PICKUP

HOTSPOT

OPEN HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY  1:00AM — 9:00PM

i CERTIFIED PUBLIC ACCOUNTANTS & ADVISORS
Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.

Fomerly Known as

w5 - .
Lance Siemen, Susheel Saini, Denise W. Baker, Gayl Parr,
CPA, CFE, CFF, CAMS CPA MSA, CPA CPA

Full Service Accounting Firm for Business & Individuals
* Business Accounting & Financial Statements
e Payroll Services
* Business and Personal Tax Returns
* Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation
 Audits, Reviews & Compilations Visit our website

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

All major credit cards accepted 152 Main Street

TR vosicrcar R: = (in The Professional Building)
‘E’Vf’le Belleville, Ml 48111

Museum quilt show over,
lecture series starts

April 3, 2025
To the editor, Friends of the Museum:

Happy April! A special thank you to
everyone who made it out to the museum
last month for our Annual Quilt Show
with the Western Wayne County Quilt
Guild. We beat last year’s attendance with
a total of 214 people! If you’re interested
in participating in the guild or next year’s
quilt show, reply to this email and we can
help you get in contact with the team.

This week (March 30-April 5), the
museum is closed as we return quilts and
reinstall our permanent exhibit. Next week
(April 6-12), we will return to our regular
business hours:

12-4 p.m. on Tuesdays

1-7 p.m. on Thursdays

10 a.m.-4 p.m. on Saturdays

Some exciting things are happening this
month!

Join us and the Belleville Area District
Library in celebrating National Library
Week! On Saturday, April 12, Nikki
Pickeral from BADL will be hosting an
evening of exploring local history through
letters in our archives. This event will take
place at the museum from 6-7 p.m. Come,
hear what daily correspondence was like
before modern technology and even get the
chance to write your own!

On April 17, we will also begin the
museum’s Annual Lecture Series for 2025,
which will take place once a month from
April to November. We will be hosting
Jeremy Dimick of the Detroit Historical
Society as he presents “The History of
the Detroit Lions and the Early NFL.”
The lecture will go from 6-7 p.m. If you
would like to save a seat, please RSVP by
responding to this email. We will also have
free pizza for attendees!

Thank you for your support and we hope
to see you all soon,

Mary Utz
Belleville Area Museum Curator
Van Buren Charter Township

E: mutz@vbtmi.gov
P: (734) 697-1944

KAREN'S
2 ¥.1¢ 2

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive

New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome

7T3A4-753-9130
OpPeN: Tues.- Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3
ANNOUNCEMENT
Karen’s Place has a new Nail Tech.
Call Lexi for an appointment today!
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Musings
By Janet Millard

Independent
Advertising Director
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Remember that new dentist I mentioned
that took over Dr. Monahan’s practice?
Well her ad is in the paper today. Belleville
Smiles is at your service in the building

next to Frosty Boy
sokok

The first Sunday in May brings the annual
Garden Party at the Wagners’ on W. Huron
River Drive. On their beautiful grounds
you will have the opportunity to see and
buy artwork from wonderful artists and
unique crafters. See the ad in today’s paper.
This is a yearly MUST-attend event.

sk

Sumpter Senior Center will be holding
its first vendor/craft show of the year at
the Sumpter Senior Center on Friday and
Saturday, April 11 and 12, from 9 a.m. to
5 p.m.

The bake sale alone is worth the trip
but I’m sure you will find lots of creative
crafts, too.

sk

National Library Week ends on Saturday
the 12™ so there is still a lot of time to stop
by our beautiful library and get a library
card if you haven’t already done so, and
to enjoy the many programs they have for
both children and adults. To end this special
week, on Saturday, April 12, from 6 to 7
p.m. Nikki Pickeral from Belleville Area
District Library will be hosting an evening
of exploring local history through letters
in the Belleville Area Museum archives.
Sounds like an interesting evening

sksksk

The Belleville Area Museum will begin
its Annual Lecture Series for 2025 on
Thursday, April 17, staring with Jeremy
Dimick of the Detroit Historical Society
as he presents the “History of the Detroit
Lions and the Early NFL.” The lecture will
go from 6 to 7 p.m. Please RSVP to the
Museum as quickly as you can — seats go
very fast — and don’t forget the free pizza at
5:30 p.m. for attendees with reservations.
BAM@vbtmi.gov

ok

We always talk about how fast the time
goes and, of course, the older you get
the faster times flies. Well, it has been a
year since perspective Eyecare moved to
its location on Main Street. Seems like
yesterday that their sign went up. Also
Love is Zaki will be celebrating its one-
year anniversary on Main Street in May.
Watch for their ad next month for the
celebration on May 24.

skofox
Do you have a business item you would like
to see in this column? Call Janet Millard at
(734) 699-9020.

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent
734-699-9020
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Things to do in the
Belleville area...

¢ Friday, April 11 — St. Aloysius, 37200
Neville St., Romulus, Lenten Fish Fry,
homemade cod and shrimp dinners, 4:30-
7 p.m. Baked or fried, $15; pizza, $6; kids
meals, $9. Credit and debit cards accepted.
Curbside pickup, 313-597-3194.

* Friday, April 11 — Lenten Fish Fry at 5
p.m., meat auction at 7:30 p.m., and Flaunt
Love (2-person band), all at the Van Buren
Eagles #3996, 9961 Beck Rd., Van Buren
Township. Open to the public.

* Sunday, April 13 — Ypsilanti Symphony
Orchestra will perform at 3:30 p.m. at Lincoln
High School Performing Arts Center, 7425
Willis Rd., Ypsilanti. Tickets are $12 for
adults, $6 for students/ seniors/children, and
$30 per family. www.ypsilantisymphony.org

e Thursday, April 17 — Third Thursday
in the Ville is from 5 to 8§ p.m. when popup
crafters are in the Fourth Street Square
and inside retail businesses in downtown
Belleville. It’s the Third Thursday of each
month, from March through December.

* Friday, April 18 — Lenten Fish Fry at 5
p.m. and Trivia at 7:30 p.m., all at the Van
Buren Eagles #3996, 9961 Beck Rd., Van
Buren Township. Open to the public.

¢ Saturday, April 19 — Flop E Bunny
Candy Hunt at Victory Park from 11:30 a.m.
to 2 p.m. Candy Hunt by age groups and free
pictures with the bunny.

* Saturday, April 19 — Easter Egg Hunt
at noon at Graham Park, 24560 Sumpter Rd.
put on by the Sumpter Township Parks and
Rec Committee.

¢ Thursday, April 24 — A support group
for the blind and visually impaired meets the
fourth Thursday of each month from noon
to 1:30 p.m. at the Sumpter Community
Center, 23501 Sumpter Rd. Transportation
is available for those who live in Belleville,
Sumpter Township, and Van Buren Township
by calling (734) 461-9373. For information,
call (734) 507-6282.

* Friday, April 25 — The Belleville High

BONEGUTTERS

TREE EXPERTS, LLC

STORM DAMAGE &

SPRING DISCOUNTS!

50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD/ BRUSH!

Storm Clean Up 1IN D
SERVICE BY
Free Estimates [{IliiulH
Tree Topping & Trimming
Tree & Shrub Removal

Stump Removal * Bucket Service
Insured & Senior Discounts

<—<(734) 431-4202

School Distinguished Graduate Induction
Ceremony, along with the BHS induction
ceremony will begin at 7 p.m. in the high
school auditorium. A recognition dinner for
the Distinguished Graduates and their guests
will be from 5-6:15 p.m. in the BHS cafeteria
(the Commons). Distinguished Graduates are
treated to the meal and others will pay $30
cash at the door. Register for the dinner by
April 17 at dspicer@vanburenschools.net or
call (734) 697-9133, ext. 2015.

Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, MI 48111

Dudek Heating & Coolmg

Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured - Free Estimates * Furnaces - Boilers
Air Conditioning - Duct Work - Humidifiers - Water Heaters

Generators - Electrical - Plumbing

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

IMPORT AND DOMESTIC

QBurhop’s Colllision

Booy anp FEnDEr REPAIR
CompLETE GLASS INSTALLATION

(734) 699-3641
Fax: (734) 699-3856

112 Davis St.
Belleville, MI 48111

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m — 5 p.m.

The Hair Station
(734) 796-4795

151 Main Street
Belleville MI 48111

INQUIRE ABOUT
OUR SPECIALS!

")

SR NN

thehairstation151@yahoo.com

George E.Long, III

Attorney & Counselor At Law

Federal & State Criminal
and Civil Defense
DUI e Wills » Probate Matters
Divorce e Social Security Disability
Notary Public

134-697-4455

Effective College Planning
Christie Pagel, MPA X

effectivecollegeplanning@outlook.com

- 734-578-4514

321 MaiN Streer, BerLevie, Ml 48111 GrongLAw.com

College Planner / Advisor E]E ?EI
L
effectivecollegeplanning.com E==4

J.R's Tree Service
734-250-3855
Jeremy Reber
wner
Free Estimate’s

Tree Removal

Tree Trmming
Stump Remowval
Fire Wiood

Lot (,'.'lq-drrnt_;

Fully Insured

HOURS: MON-FRI BY APPOINTMENT ON

SATURDAY 11AM-3PM OPEN TO PUBL
Friends of Ml Animals Rescue
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All

weonmenr 51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111

‘\‘ -~
734-461-9458

Friendsof Hihigan 3 info@friendsofmichigan.org
Animals Rescue www. friendsofmichigan.org

“ Free Estimates
‘n Service & Repair
Dlélln Eleamgcl%/[
as Lines ore
PLUMBING

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6418

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Licensed & Insured
Honest & Reliable

\NEST BRANCH BU’LDERS

A
w,:;
LICENSED I SERVING OUR
INSURED 7 COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS
21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111
RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL TIM BOWMAN

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com PHONE 734-476-1098

Grading, Excavating, etc.

Bill Arrwood
owner

313-363-6590

" 49450 Judd Rd.
Belleville, MI. 48111

arrwoodconstruction@yahoo.com

NATIONAL HUMAN
TRAFFICKING HOTLINE
CONFIDENTIAL | TOLL-FREE | 24/7

1-888-373-7888

Get help. Report a tip.
Find services.
Learn about your options.

www.HumanTraffickingHotline.org
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SERVING BELLEVILLE, SUMPTER TownsHIP & VAN BUREN TownsHIP For Over 41 YEARS

David C S zowr
Suncral Slome

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love < Remember

David C. Brown, Founder ¢ Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager

(734) 697-4500

C

www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Patronize Our Advertisers!
They are the ones who give
you this free paper!

--\\'\"[_,_,‘-

BELLEVILLE FIRST UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

Moving forward 417 Charles

in Christ together! Sunday 10am

bellevillefirstumc.org 734.697.9288

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
6020 Denton Road
Belleville, M1 48111 (734) 483-2276
www.faithchurchdenton.org
Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study &
refreshments after Worship.

BELLEVILLE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST
Saturday Mornings
Bible Study 10:00 Worship 11:30
89 South Edgemont
bellevillesda.com

Ridge Road Church of Christ

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM
Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM
www.ridgeroadcoc.org (734) 485-2930

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN
CHURCH

11900 Belleville Road
Service and Sunday School
10:00 a.m.

RIVER OF LIFE ASSEMBLY OF GOD
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
All services are open to in person or live stream.
Sunday Morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Adult, Youth & Children @ 7 p.m.
Visit rol-ag.com  (734) 699-6700

= BETHANY

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday
School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm
Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH
409 W. Columbia Avenue (734) 697-1211
= Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
* Sunday Masses: 8:30am & 10:30am
* Mondays: 6:30pm Adoration

www.stanthonybelleville.com

SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M.
Connect Classes
11 a.m. Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M.
$.0.S. Recovery & Support Group

‘WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M.
Bible Study & Youth Groups

894 E. Huron River Dr.
Belleville

aith

Commumnity Chaerch
PEACH v :O'\-'\-CI'.' -

JOIN US IN PERSON, ONLINE &
FOLLOW US ON Ei

SO

WouLD YOU LIKE TO HAVE
YOUR CHURCH LISTED IN
THIS DIRECTORY?
CALL ADVERTISING
MANAGER JANET MILLARD
AT 734-699-9020 TODAY!

| Obituaries

Wanda Mae Silvey

WANDA MAE SILVEY

January 11, 1940 — April 3, 2025

Wanda Mae Silvey, age 85, long-time Romulus,
MI, resident, passed away Thursday, April 3,
2025, at Trinity Health, Ann Arbor, MI. She was
born January 11, 1940, in Detroit, MI, daughter
of Charles & Lucille (Shallow) Barber. She was
a dedicated member of Romulus Community
United Methodist Church. She enjoyed quilting,
arts & crafts, putting together puzzles, playing
cards, and going to car shows with her husband.
Most of all, she loved time spent with her many
grandchildren.

Mrs. Silvey is survived by her husband of 32
years, Gordon; 4 children, Charles (Sharon)
Lindenmuth of Romulus, MI, Phillip (Christine)
Lindenmuth of Monroe, MI, Sharon (Richard
Fisher) Brickner of Millersburg, Pennsylvania,
and Larry Lindenmuth of Romulus, MI; 5 bonus
kids, Diane Strachan of Plymouth, MI, Patricia
(Mike) Hunter of Romulus, MI, Marguerite
Bayes of Jackson, MI, Christopher Silvey of
Romulus, MI, and Kimberly Cole of Carolton,
Texas; numerous grandchildren and great-
grandchildren; and one great-great-grandchild.
Wanda was preceded in death by her parents, a
daughter Linda McNeil of Romulus, M1, also a
sister Patricia (Polenz) Pickens.

Visitation Tuesday, at David C. Brown Funeral
Home, 460 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI
48111-2764 (734) 697-4500. Funeral Services
were held Wednesday, April 9, 2025, at Romulus
Community United Methodist Church, 11160
Olive Street, Romulus, MI 48174. Pastor
Sharon Appling officiated. Interment followed
in Romulus Cemetery, MI.

Memorial contributions may be made to
Romulus Community UMC and would be
appreciated. www.davidcbrownth.com

To build a better
world, start in your
own community!

CREMATION

$995.00 complete
NO Hidden Service Fees

(800) 331-5051

DUZAK Funeral &
Cremation Center, Inc.

Southeast Michigan’s Lowest
Cremation Cost Provider
Since 1977

www.duzakcremation.com
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Frank A. Montie

FRANK A. MONTIE

March 11, 1941 — April 2, 2025

Frank A. Montie, age 84, of Belleville, MI, died
peacefully at home Wednesday, April 2, 2025.
He was born to Frank and Pauline (Barton)
Montie in Taylor, MI, on March 11, 1941.
Frank retired from General Motors Willow
Run plant after 32 years of loyal employment.
Frank would regularly attend his Local #1776
meetings with his union brothers. He spent his
winters in Florida, and he liked to go boating
and ride motorcycles. He also had a scrap
business as a hobby. Most of all Frank loved his
family, and a cold Budweiser.

Frank is survived by his children: Frank Montie
of Gladwin, MI, and Rhonda (John) Dutton of
Belleville, MI; grandchildren: Robert, Frank,
Troy, Joshua (Sara), Ricky (Annalyse), Terrah
(John), and John; a brother Floyd (Margie)
Montie of Tennessee, also several great-
grandchildren.

Frank was preceded in death by his parents, his
beloved wife Robbie Montie in 1982, daughter
Robin Montie, sister Shirley Moody, brother;
Ted Montie, and daughter-in-law Julie Montie.
Visitation and Service for Frank A. Montie
was Monday, April 7, 2025, at David C.
Brown Funeral home, 460 E. Huron River
Dr., Belleville, MI (734) 697-4500. Interment
followed at Hillside Cemetery in Belleville.

Ypsilanti Symphony
Orchestra to present
season finale on April 13

The Ypsilanti Symphony Orchestra will
present its season finale “Up Close and
Personal” concert at 3:30 p.m., Sunday,
April 13 at Lincoln High School.

The concert will showcase orchestra
soloists conducted by music director Adam
C. Riccinto.

Join the orchestra for music by American
composers Randall Thompson and George
Frederick McKay, as well as works
by Sergei Rachmaninoff and Henryk
Wieniawski performed by soloists Erin
Himrod (cello) and Alyssa McNally
(violin).

A sneak peak promo preview on
YouTube video is available. For more
information visit https://www.facebook.
com/share/1F3egzeHWL/

Lincoln High School’s Performing Arts
Center is at 7425 Willis Rd., Ypsilanti,
MI, 48197. Tickets are $12 for adults, $6
for students/seniors/children, and $30/ per
family. Tickets can be purchased at the
door.

READ THE
NEWSPAPER ONLINE!
The Belleville-Area

Independent Website
is Online! Visit us @

bellevilleareaindependent.com
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MILDRED JEANNE BENNETT

August 20, 1931 — April 1, 2025

Mildred Jeanne Bennett, age 93, died April
1, 2025. She was born August 20, 1931 in
Belleville, MI, the daughter of Marion C. and
Florence I. (Greedus) Fielder. She was preceded
in death by her parents; loving husband James
F Bennett; daughters Elaine (Annette) Rigan
and Deborah Mae Osborn; brother Herbert G.
Fielder; and sisters Nancy Fryman and Elaine
Cook. She is survived by sister Norma Bastian;
daughter Beverly K. (Jeffrey) Fulton; son-
in-law Paul Rigan; grandsons Andy (Terisa)
Fulton, Bryan (Stephanie) Fulton, Kevin (Julie
Garza) Fulton, Joshua Muse and Lee Osborne;
granddaughters Laura (Todd) Gough, Mary
(Brian Sandvig) Rigan and Diana Rigan; great-
grandchildren Jeffrey, Quincy, Miah, Amelia,
TJ, Camron, Mikey, Lucas and Risa; numerous
nieces and nephews; many loving dear friends
and her church family. Family and church were
everything to her. She will be remembered by
all for her sunny disposition, cheerful smiles
and positive attitude. Not to forget peanut butter
cookies, nightgowns and pajamas.

Visitation for Mildred was at Trinity Episcopal
Church (11575 Belleville Rd. Belleville, MI),
followed by a celebration of life on Saturday
April 5, 2025. Interment followed at Hillside
Cemetery in Belleville, MI

In lieu of flowers donations can be made to
Trinity Episcopal Church.
www.davidcbrownfth.com

Library news release
Free English as a

Second Language (ESL)
tutoring now at library

The Belleville Area District library
has started a new English as a Second
Language (ESL) Tutoring Program and
has several volunteer tutors trained and
waiting for learners. They are looking for
those aged 18 and up who would like to
improve their English reading, writing,
listening, and/or speaking skills.

This program is completely confidential,
and the sessions will be tailored to each
learner based on what the learner wants
and needs to accomplish. Learners will be
matched with tutors who are able to meet
on the learner’s schedule, and meetings
will be scheduled in the library.

If you or someone you know could
benefit from this service, contact Jennifer
Richardson, Belleville Area District
Library Outreach Librarian, at (734) 699-
3291 or jrichardson@belleville.lib.mi.us.

Bessie Mae Grandmason

BESSIE MAE GRANDMASON

February 28, 1931 — March 31, 2025

Bessie Mae Grandmason, age 94, passed away
surrounded by family at Trinity Health Hospital
in Ann Arbor on Monday, March 31, 2025. She
was born February 28, 1931 in Belleville, MI,
daughter to Clark and Anna (Bishop) Bachman.
She married her high school sweetheart
Vaughan and together they raised their family
in Belleville and retired in Zephyrhills, Florida.
Bess was an avid reader, loved sewing, crafting,
cooking and baking. She cherished her family
and was very active in her churches in Michigan
and Florida where she sang and played piano.
Bess leaves behind her children Deborah
(Bryant) Haynes of Ypsilanti, MI, Thomas
(Judy) Grandmason of Willis, MI, Robert
(Debra) Grandmason of Jenison, MI, and Diana
Grandmason of Clearwater, FL. She has 23
grandchildren, 37 great-grandchildren and 2
great-great-grandchildren. She also is survived
by her brother Robert (Kathie) Bachman of
Ludington, MI, brother-in-law Ralph (Shirley)
Grandmason of FL, and sister-in-law Sue
Ingram of FL.

Bess was preceded in death by her parents,
husband Vaughan, and brothers-in-law Edsel
and Francis Grandmason.

Visitation was 4-8 PM, Wednesday, April 9,
2025 and 10-11 AM, Thursday, April 10 at
David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E Huron
River Dr, Belleville, MI 48111, 734-697-4500.
Bess’s funeral service will be Thursday, April
10, 2025, at 11 AM at David C. Brown Funeral
Home. Interment will be at Pleasant Plains
Cemetery in Harrison, MI, Friday April 11,
2025. www.davidcbrownth.com

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent
734-699-9020

Simple
Alternatives

Cremation ond Burk Services

DIRECT

Scott Beard
Manager/Director

19865 Sumpter Road
Belleville, Michigan 48111

CREMATIONS ISREZXZERINN
& 734-699-6060

= info@simplealternatives.net
@ www.simplealternatives.net
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Upcoming Meetings

e Thursday, April 10 — Keystone Academy
School Board, 5 p.m. Also, Sumpter Township
Planning Commission, 6 p.m. Also, Belleville
Planning Commission, 6:30 p.m.

* Monday, April 14 — Van Buren Public Schools
Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS Commons

e Tuesday, April 15 — Van Buren Township

Board of Trustees, 6 p.m., and workshop at 5

p.m. as needed

* Wednesday, April 16 — City of Belleville
Downtown Development Authority, 6 p.m.,
Belleville City Hall, 6 Main St.

* Tuesday, April 22 — Van Buren Township
Downtown Development Authority, 3 p.m.
Also, Belleville City Council, 6:30 p.m. Also,
Sumpter Township board meeting, 6 p.m.

* Wednesday, April 23 — Van Buren Township
Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m.

Who is training you to train

your dog?

Now accepting reservations for 2025
group instruction:

# Intermediate Class (7:00pm-8:00pm)

April 21 thru May 19
# Beginner Class (6:30pm-7
May 14 thru June 11

:30pm)

& Beginner Class (7:00pm-8:00pm)
June 16 thru July 14

led by Janet Deaton
Certified Dog Trainer

L{Oﬁ]‘: 1:;' ﬂ”tr ~ ‘Be ”tﬁl’f{n janeti@dogsbyjanet.com & (734) 6041720

s
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» NOW OPEN FOR THE SEASON!

&g

i

( TOPSOIL DELIVERED SPECIALS )
3 Yards Credit $103°, Cash $98"
5 Yards Credit $145°, Cash $140°
6 Yards Credit $160°, Cash $155

TOPSOIL - U-PICK UP
| $20° Yard Credit, $19° Yard Cash

Garden Blend Topsoil & Compost
100% Compost

Hours

J e q” _

DELIVEHY Website: yostsandandgravel.com
AVAIUIBLE'

) MoNDAY — SATURDAY
8 A.M. — 6 P.M.
SuNDAY o s I
9 AM. —3P.M.

¢ Colored Mulch/Playground
e Sand - Pool, Fill & Sharp
e Hardwood Mulch
¢ Decorative Stones WZII?’ZSVZLL
¢ Driveway Gravel

3 DRIVEWAYS
* Pea Gravel °* % Float AND
¢ Asphalt Millings PROFESSIONAL

1.5” Egg Rock Yy u e
4” Round Rock

12” Oversize Rock

« 27 _
«4” -

Email: yostsandandgravel@gmail.com [;

SAND 2. =
& GRAVEL = |

W.LINSEA I

Ql “COMPLETE SERVICES”

1YEAR WARRANTY ON ALL REPAIRS

OWNER/OPERATOR

MOBILE HOME
SERVICE

(734) 397-2615

STATE LICENCED 50 YEARS
CANTON, MICHIGAN 48188

From $1,495
ISIOIN

\ REALTY CENTERS

Farrah Lofton
Realtor

Direct: 313-471-0495
Office: 877-787-6093

33137 Schoolcraft Rd.
Livonia, M1 48150

Email: Flofton@visionrealtycenters.com
Website: www.VisionRealtyCenters.com

e
Lo
Ty

BELLEVILLETMI.

SRTHOMASI0SBORNE:

QNERJORERATORR: -
1342904216005
734274051095
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OUR 631
YEAR!

* CHIMNEYS BUILT, REPAIRED & CLEANED

* MASONRY WORK

* SCREENS INSTALLED

* TUCK POINTING

* GUTTERS

* RESIDENTIAL

* COMMERCIAL

* VIOLATIONS
CORRECTED

* FLEXLINERS

* CERTIFICATIONS

(734) 242-299

bestchimneyandroofing.com

OUR 63

WE DO
PORCHES

Workers
Compensation
& General
Liability

to Protect
Homeowner

Licensed & Insured
State Lic # 40800
Family Owned

- _. -‘-.-

FREE
Estimates

More looking back:

30 years ago, this is
what was happening
in the tri-community

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor
We are celebrating completion of our
30" year of publication by printing stories
from our earliest issues to show what was
happening in Belleville, Van Buren, and
Sumpter.
In our Feb. 16, 1995 issue, we reported:
* Burglars stole cartons of cigarettes
worth $4,000 during an early morning
breakin at Andrew’s Pharmacy, 444 Main
St. There were no suspects. Also, Livonia

Friends Gather Here

12th Annual
Art and Garden Show
Great
May 4’ 2025 Mothers Day
10am — 4pm Gifts!
47947 W. Huron River Dr.
Belleville, M1

Perennial Plants * Pottery * Baskets
Flowers * Glass * Jewelry * Oils * Art

‘Watercolor Paintings and more!
Hostess: Cheryl Wagner 734-699-9050

VAN BUREN

& RECREATION

-

DESIGN YOUR OWN

LAKESIDE PARK

TAKE OUR ONLINE SURVEY
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Police alerted Van Buren Township Police
that they were raiding an apartment at
Parkwood. They had a warrant in hand and
officers confiscated a pound of marijuana,
half an ounce of cocaine, three handguns
and two assault weapons. Three adult
males were arrested.

* The Community Quilt Block of the week
(sixth of the 30 being published) depicts
the Sumpter Tavern that was built in 1935
by Joseph Milosch at the northeast corner
of Sumpter and Willow roads. It initially
was known as the Biergarten where it was
a local hub for social gatherings in the
community. Quilter was Cynthia Owens
Enzenauer, whose parents owned the
building for a while.

(continued on page 11)

v=> MILTON'S

Pharmacy

- Transfer to Milton's TODAY

NEW YEAR
NEW PRESIDENT...

W

INSURANCE LAWS!

Do you know what’s
changing with your insurance?

| can help - FREE consultations!

———

h%%mets

Connor Messina

CMessina@HealthMarkets.com
248-210-9192
186 Main Street, Belleville




Photo courtesy of Randall Miller
Sumpter Township resident Randall Miller said he was at the right place at the right time
on March 25. This Amazon delivery driver got stuck on Wear Road near Banotai Park in
Sumpter. Miller drove the Amazon driver to his last two deliveries while waiting for the
tow truck to arrive. A police officer stopped by later and said that there had been three

other vehicles stuck there recently.
invites you to join us!

@ Third Thursdays 5pm - 8pm

Shop and dine during extended hours on the third Thursday
of each month and enjoy special deals or discounts from
our local participating businesses and pop-up shops!

| i
ATCHINSON #7% [0 Exspnnner
— - @‘; D ngnl:gamam
Thank you to our sponsors

SPR”

BELLEVILLE

| SMART PHONE REPAIR

The Belleville Central Business Community

252 5197)

10792 Belleville Rdl.
Belleville, MI 48111 |

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS! WWW.BELLEVILLE-SMILESCOM

BELLEVILLE SMILES

* FILLINGS -WHITENING ¢ INVISALIGN - ROOT CANALS - EXTRACTIONS

CROWNS - BITEGUARDS - DENTURES & PARTIALS

35 MAIN STREET. SUTE #02. BELLEVILLE, MI 48l

CALL NOW FOR A FREE CONSULTATION!

OFFICE@BELLEVILLE-SMILESCOM

+ EMERGENCIES SEEN SAME DAY! . PAY $0 WITH INSURANCE!

(734> 697-301
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DONGIRWATTRUNTIISTHEIVAS TAMINU/TE!

SERINGRTIUNEZURSESTARTINGIATRC DO

JRSESMALLRENGINERREPATR

AW NIMOW ERSSTIRACTORSSNIIER S CHAINS AWSSIETTCY

B R{CHAPMAN
& DELIVERY

SPECIAL 14225 0akvILLE WALTZ
$60 Luonw Dy Ml

“Tonu Avw. 1, 2025 (@Q@ 564-2039

Patronize Our Advertisers! They are
the ones who give you this free paper!

Notice for Seniors
Do You Want To Hear Better?

Beltone, the MOST TRUSTED NAME
IN HEARING AIDS, wishes to test a
remarkable new hearing instrument in is all it takes

the area. This offer is free of charge , g.cv to use and wear
and you are under no obligation. The All-day comfort

The Serene™ Technology
¢ Instant fit - a single office visit

revolutionary 100% Digital instruments
use the latest technology to comfortably
and almost invisibly help you hear
more clearly. This technology solves
the “stopped up ears”, “head in
a barrel” sensation some people
experience, and has been clinically
demonstrated to improve hearing in
noisy environments. If you wish to
participate, you will be required to have
your hearing tested in our office FREE
OF CHARGE to determine candidacy.

A limited number of qualified seniors

are needed to try this product. NO
PURCHASE is necessary, however you

* Hear effortlessly in noisy places,
watching TV, or on the phone.

* Tiny size and great price!
SAVE $1000 THIS WEEKY

Look!
(%,

She’s
wearing new
- Kk
%20 Gift Card

open ear
technology!

may purchase Beltone Serene™ Technology at a reduced rate.

;ET; Beltone Free Hearing Screening For The
Hearing NEXT 5 DAYS!

Beltone accepts and works with all
hearing aid insurance plans.
Call our office first for more details.

Call now to schedule your FREE appointment!

Belleville Ann Arbor

Ann Arbor

35 Main St., Suite 101
734-256-4113

283 S. Zeeb Rd., Suite F
734-274-6794

4076 Packard St.
734-389-8725

WWW.BELTONEHEARINGAID.COM

*Offer valid toward the purchase of two Beltone Serene™ hearing instruments. $500 off a single instrument.
**Must complete hearing screening and have valid email address to receive gift card, rules and restrictions
ly. See store for details. Beltone 2025™
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TSCLLLLE

MEET
MEA CULPA!

Asweet and reserved kitty with
a heart full of potential. She’s
a little shy at first, but with
some gentle attention, she'll
gradually warm up and start
seeking out your company.
Once she feels comfortable,
she’ll be curling up in your
lap, soaking in the affection.
Mea likes to take things at her
own pace, so she’s looking for
someone who is patient and
understanding, ready to give
her the time and space she
needs to blossom.

If youre someone who
appreciates a more shy,
but incredibly loving cat,
Mea could be the perfect
companion for you. With time,
she’ll show you just how sweet
and devoted she can be!
FMAR felines are spayed/
neutered, microchipped,
vaccinated for age-
appropriate shots, and
negative for FIV/FeLV. Mea
is also front declawed, so
she will need to be strictly an
indoor cat!

Friends of Michigan
Animals Rescue
91299 Arkona Road
Belleville, Ml 48111
734-461-9458
www.friendsofmichigan.org

-FREE Ta&m Bmsnmg .
- Upgraded Shampoo
& Conditioner

- Paw Treatme } 1
(A 550 value with any Full
groom or. Full bath booking)..

llunn'"smn _- 25" / ‘ :

Bod GEOOMING

177 MAIN STH[EI' BEllE'I.lIllE Mi 45111 '1'34 325 6069

WE’RE OPEN MONDAY-FRIDAY, 8AM-6PM
Schedule Your Appointment Today!

AMC -

\ * VAN BUREN |

A NI MAL
MEDICAL

CENTER

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM Keri Dasher, DVM
491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, Ml 48111
134-699-6510
www.amcvanburen.com

IS YOUR BUSINESS
A TARGET
*BURGLARS P |

7:34-69/7-2888

Get SERIOUS about your Security!
WE CAN PROVIDE A REAL SOLUTION
for BOTH your Business & Home...

* Remote Control-View-Playback
* Email / Smartphone Alerts

* PC / Mac Support

* No monthly fees

Includes:

Actual hardware may vary.

¢ Installation
* 4) HD Cameras (bullet or dome)
¥ * 19" Monitor
- DVR (2TB)

$1500

innovative

COMPUTERS

Full-Service IT * Networks * Cameras

g A veteran-owned company, supporting Michigan businesses since 1995.
Serving Metro Detroit to Lansing * InnovativeComputers.net
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30 years ago

(continued from page 9)

* Van Buren Township announced that
police officers would get more than
a 20% raise over a four-year period.
“This may seem excessive,” Township
Supervisor David Jacokes said at the Feb.
7 board meeting where the contract was
unanimously approved, “but it’s necessary
to achieve some kind of reasonable parity
to get our officers close to surrounding
communities with equal responsibilities.”
There were no figures presented on how
much this would cost taxpayers because as
the wages go up, it would affect benefits
and retirement.

Feb. 23, 1995 issue:

» Sumpter Township public servant Louis
Banotai, 74, was honored with a big party
at the PNA Hall on Feb. 19, 1995. Twelve
people “roasted” him before Anthony
Soave got up to speak and give Banotai
a City Management jacket. Soave was
the man who succeeded in putting two
landfills in Sumpter Township, although
Banotai persisted in fighting the landfills.
The jacket with the City Management
logo will show, “You’re on our side now,”
Soave said.

InourFeb. 23, 1995 issue, we also reported
that the Belleville DDA unanimously
approved an agreement with Thomas and
Kathy Plachetzi at 505 E. Columbia Ave
to have a drainage pipe go through their
property. That storm water pipe will empty
into Belleville Lake on Potter Drive and
come from the new subdivision to be built
across the street from them [now Victoria
Commons]. The DDA agreed to pay them
$2,000 for the easement and replace their
shed. If their deck is damaged, it will be
replaced. Councilman Tony Talaga said he
vaguely remembers another route that was
paid for years earlier throught the Baker
property and Robbe St. Attorney John Day
said he would research that.

 Three teenagers who admit they are
presently involved with gangs, or were
involved in violent gang activity, were
interviewed on cable television’s channel
40 on Feb. 24, 25, and 26. Their names are
not being given and their faces were not
shown. The program was aired to promote

(continued on page 12)

Speciavizing iv Larae anp Hazarbous RemovaLs

PROFESSIONAL
TREE SERVICE

24 Hr. EMERGENCY SERVICE
Tree TrRiMMING & REmMOVAL
StumpP & SHRUBBERY REMOVAL
CRANE SERVICE * FIREWOOD
FuLLy INsureD ¢ FREe ESTIMATES
Senior CiTizen Discount

EMERGENCIES &
BELLEVILLE AREA

Call Joe (734) 664-9285
71 0% OFF MENTION AD
Call Tom (734) 864-2243
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30 years ago

(continued from page 11)
the gang-prevention program Elementary
School principal Joseph Monte is piloting
at Elwell Elementary School.

o Stephen J. Kuchta of Van Buren
Township presented a CD ROM containing
all of Will Rogers’ published writing, 1,400
photographs, four hours his voice from
radio talks, and 10 minutes of excerpts
from movies and news reels to the Fred
C. Fischer Library. Kuchta said he made
the presentation in the “spirit of sharing
the wisdom, the wit, and the role model
inspiration of Will Rogers in a new state-
of-the-art medium.”

* Belleville history buffs Park E. Gregory
and Robert Doane are working together
to reprint 250 copies of the “History of
Van Buren Township,” first published in
1930 by Dr. Samuel H. Robbe. Dr Robbe
published the book to mark the occasion
of his family living in Michigan for 100

A | =

ANY CONDITION OK
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE.
AERO REALTY
35890 GODDARD
ROMULUS, Ml 48174
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595
PP PP T TP TFTHPTHSHPHSHHHS

years, 1830 to 1930. Of the 200 or so
copies he had printed, only 10 or 12 can be
located today. Strangely, one is in the San
Francisco Library in California.

We will publish more history from 30
years ago as space allows.

READ THE

NEWSPAPER ONLINE

The Belleville-Area
Independent
Website
is Online!
Visit us @
@elIeviIIeareaindependent.conl

s Pizza - 565 Main St

Nemo's Subs - 144 3rd St
Beanery - 381 Main St
rish Pub - 396 Main St
Mexican Restaurant - 33-
za - 284 E. Columbia Ave
's on the Lake - 146 High
d Crow on the Lake - 569 M:

5 Place - 60 Main St

c?uin us in JM ORestautant Week 2025, Mowcming great

ﬁ:ud' ﬁum all af out Pﬂ.‘\’.ﬂcéoa.t.{ng establishments. cpun t miss it!
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“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for
over 20 years with quality and caring service.”

CROWNS « ROOT CANALS « EXTRACTIONS < FILLINGS
WHITENING » BONDING « DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE)

(&NIEV VAN (V¢-1K:14 HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL
Affordable Prices!

Accepting Blue Cross Complete,
SENIOR & MILITARY Molina, WeIIcare, Meridian &
DISCOUNTS

Medicaid!

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS 734_697_5477

Immediate Dentures and 781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville
Flippers Available.

MMPIETE DEATURE o PARTIL 5000 = {NEW PATIENT 4999 --:-..

EACH  Demaws . S PE c ’A L COUPON & X-Rays |

(IN BELLE PLAZA)

Thinking of buying or selling?

Our knowledge & Experience will guide you along the way

RON & JANE VESCHE
734.740.4165
WWW.VESCHETEAM.COM

HOUR

Lﬂ All-Star

The Belleville Central Business
Community Presents

FLOP E BUNNY
CANDY HUNT
Saturday, April 19, 2025
VICTORY PARK at FIVE
POINTS

Candy Hunt Schedule
12:15 p.m.-Toddler to 3 years old
12:30 p.m.- 4 to 5 years old
12:45 p.m.- 6 to 7 years old
1:00 p.m.-81to 10 Years old

Framed Pictures with Flop E Bunny from Noon - 2 p.m.

***11:30 a.m.- Noon Pictures for SPECIAL NEEDS - All Ages
by April Warner Photography No Charge / Donations Welcome

Also: Pizza & Drinks-Belleville Area Kiwanis Club / Cosmic Bounce

Free Kid’s Cups-Kona Ice Truck / Belleville Girl Scout Cookies/
Boy Scout Meat Sticks / Music-DJ Unlimited /

Thanks to Our Sponsors

GENISYS

the
Y Gardener's

Choice

W.'!yl'll_‘
County
Communirty

College
Dr [J?ﬁ[;%;

KSpringer
EMedlu
Management

Guiding Harbor

DOWNTOWN
OM THE LAKE |

Belleville DDA
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FEEDING FAMILIES IN VAN BUREN, BELLEVILLE & SUMPTER

EMERGENCY

First United
Methodist Church

| VAT LN §

| ?Q‘W

417 Charles Street
Belleville, MI.

734-697-9288

10set

Food distribution on Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 10AM - 1PM

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips
One call does it all: 734-699-9020 - The Independent

City of Belleville Public Notice

CITY OF BELLEVILLE REGULAR CITY
COUNCIL MEETING
MINUTES
Monday, March 17, 2025 - 6:30 pm
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF

SILENCE

2. ROLL CALL

Mayor Voigt Present

Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Present

Julie Kissel Present

Jerimiah Beebe Present

Randy Priest Present

3. PRESENTATIONS & CITIZENS COMMENTS
ON AGENDA ITEMS

* Presentations — None.
» Citizen Comments — None.
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Kissel to
approve the agenda as presented.
Motion Carried.
5. CONSENT AGENDA
The Consent Agenda groups routine meeting
discussion points into a single agenda item. In so
doing, the grouped items can be approved in one
action, rather than through the filing of multiple
motions.
* Approval of Minutes

i. March 3, 2025 — Regular Meeting Minutes
« Communications

i. YTD Crime Stats & Calls for Service — February
2025

ii. YTD Stats — February 2025 Fire Department
» Council Follow Up List
 DPS Report
* Special Events

i. Buddy Poppy Distribution

ii. Flower Sale Fundraiser — Misty Meyers

representing Boy Scout Troop 793 spoke on event
being held Saturday May 10, 2025 at 4th Street Square

iii. Memorial Day Ceremony
MOTION: Motion by Priest, supported by Bates to
approve the consent agenda as presented.
Motion Carried.
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
* None.
7. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
* None.
8. GENERAL BUSINESS DISCUSSION
» Discussion — Disposition of Property
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Beebe to
enter closed session at 6:33 PM Motion carried.
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Priest to
exit closed session at 7:07 PM. Motion carried.
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Priest to
resume regular council meeting at 7:08 PM. Motion
carried.
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Kissel, to
approve City Manager Smith to move forward with

purchase of 330 Charles.

ROLL CALL VOTE:

Council Member Priest Aye
Council Member Beebe Aye
Council Member Kissel Aye
Mayor Pro Tem Bates Aye

Mayor Voigt
Motion carried.
9. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND DEPARTMENTAL

Aye

EXPENDITURES

* Accounts Payable

* Departmental Expenditures

MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Priest
to approve Accounts Payable and Departmental
Expenditures in excess of $2,500, as presented.
ROLL CALL VOTE:

Council Member Priest Aye
Council Member Beebe Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates Aye
Mayor Voigt Aye
Council Member Kissel Aye

Motion Carried.

10. ASSISTANT CITY MANAGER COMMENTS
* SLC is 72.44% complete with meter replacements,
worked with BS & A to flag those accounts that have
not had new meter installed. Calling or emailing
residents that do not have meter changed.

¢ Tuesday and Wednesday will be at Cap Con for
MML.

» Good notes for the next newsletter.

11. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS

* Council Member Beebe — No comments

* Council Member Priest —

o Happy St. Patrick’s Day

o Anxious to move forward with new City Hall
* Council Member Kissel —

o Planning Commission meeting last week, making
good progress on Master Plan. Good response on
survey.

o Thank you, Melissa, sorry another light pole was
hit.

o Looking forward to 330 Charles.

* Mayor Pro-Tem Bates

» Happy St. Patrick’s Day. Boy Scouts in attendance
wore green for occasion.

« Nice to see everyone at meeting, nice the weather
is turning.

* Restrooms will be open at parks soon as the weather
is consistently nice.

12. MAYOR’S COMMENTS

« Glad to see full house, Boy Scouts stayed for the
entire meeting

* Reminder Vietnam Veteran ceremony at High
School from 5:00 — 7:00 PM Friday, March 21, 2025.
 Happy St. Patrick’s Day.

« Excited about Master Plan — good job to everyone
involved.

» This is a watershed year for the city with road
improvement program and new City Hall.

13. CITIZENS COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA
ITEM

Diane Sloan from the Hair Station expressed concern
over parking on Main Street in front of her business.
14. ACTION ITEMS FOR THE NEXT
REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING

* None.

15. ADJOURNMENT

MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Beebe to
adjourn at 7:21 PM.

No objections were noted.

Motion Carried.

Respectfully submitted by

Michelle Bellingham

Deputy City Clerk/Treasurer

Published: April 10, 2025
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Birthdays

April 12 — Kristen Palesh
April 13 — Ken Voigt
April 15 — Thelma Griffin

Anniversary

April 15 — Michael and Ingrid Ramey,
33 years.

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent
734-699-9020

Do you have a birthday soon? Does someone
you know have a birthday? Let us know and
we will print the name as soon as possible. For
more information, call (734) 699-9020.

LoNnNNIE™S 5
- Avro ReErPAIR

NEW CUSTOMERS GET
10% OFF LABOR DURING OUR:

11 1
GET-TO-KNOW-YOUR-FRIENDS-TRUSTWORTHY- 1+ ACTIVE MILITARY TAKE |
RELABLE-AUTO-MECHANICSALE. ' ' 10% OFF YOUR TOTAL BILL !

WITH COUPON - LONNIE'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 4-30-25 BA" :_ WITH COUPON - LONNIE'S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 4305 o,

c"’“mb,a Ave,

(1 yynog)
Py Joyduing, m

SENIORS, VETERANS &

D;sc BR:KE&SRPECIAL ' LET’S GET READY FOR SPHING' l

REmiuM Paps OTORS,

INcLUDES LABOR, STARTING AT $300 ' ' VEHICLE CHECK '
Most Cars. Restrictions Apply. Be’ts ﬂases E"c.

WITH COUPON * LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 4-30-25 BA‘I I ..

50 South Street at 5-Pomts, Belleville » 734-325-7065

Open Monday - Friday 8am - 6pm

City of Belleville
Annual Cemetery Cleaning Notice

The Department of Public Services will be
conducting Its annual spring cleaning at the City of
Belleville Hillside cemetery.

2025 Cemetery Spring cleaning will begin Monday,
April 14*" and end Friday, May 2"

Receptacles placed on graves such as flowerpots,
religious items and similar objects will be discarded
if not removed.

New items may be displayed beginning May 5, 2025.

For additional information contact
The Department of Public Works 734.252.4316

Melissa Frierson
DPW Director

Published: April 10, 2025
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

PUBLIC AUCTION
NOTICE is hereby given that on April 26,
2025 at 12:00 P.M., Full House Self Storage
at 7886 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
is holding a public auction. Unit(s) may or
may not include the following: household
items, recreational items, appliances,
furniture, and other miscellaneous items.
L500 & L501, Lisa Clark; 1419 & J616,
Cornell Fox; M567, Jennifer Miller; R930,
Dewey Faulkner; G458, Jazmene Long;
E216 & 1418, Devona Johnson, M565, Jon-
Michael Ross; C110, Laurant Metco; 1404,
Alice Cheese; K657, Shunya Cleveland;
P759, James Diamond.

Publish: April 10,2025 and April 17, 2025

GARAGE/YARD SALE

RUMMAGE SALE 575 SUMPTER
ROAD. 10am - 4pm, April 24, 25,
and 26. 424
MAJOR CLEAN ouT SALE.
28101 Karr Road, Sumpter Township.
North of Oakville Waltz. April 10,
11 & 12 . 9am — 6pm 410

FOR SALE

BARBIE FIRST YEAR, “Day of the

Dead”. Still in unopened shipping box.
$800 average on eBay, asking $400.
(734) 740-0277 4/10
"84 HONDA BIG RED,
E.S. Nice condition. $2.250.
(734) 740-0277 4/10

FIVE PLOTS, HILLSIDE CEMETERY.
Call Steve (734) 502-4201 4n7

2020 CRUSADER 5™ WHEEL RV.
3 Slide outs with toppers, suspension

upgrades. Used 3 times. $27,000 OBO.
(734) 309-5732 Tony 4/10
05 HARLEY DAVIDSON
SOFTAIL. 12,200 miles, with jacket,
helmet & cover. $7,500 OBO.
(734) 309-5732 Tony 4/10
WESTERN SNOWPLOW- 7 ¥’. $500
OBO. (734) 417-3233 4p4

FOOD GRADE BARRELS Plastic
& metal. Inventory & pictures at
www.mattsbarrels.com, call or text
(734) 474-5981. Located in Willis.  swo1
FENCE BOARDS 2 x 6 and 2 x 8,
reasonable. (734)461-1414
YORKIES, MORKIES, TEDDY BEARS
AND COLLIES. $599 and up. Frisky &
vet checked. Ypsilanti. View puppies at
petcitypets.com. (734) 487-0800 47

06/27

JIMMIES GEMS. Clean classic used cars.
Call today. (734) 695-0819 410
2016 MALIBU LTD. Well kept, one
owner. 106,000 miles with 1.5” hitch,
spare tire, remote start. Call or text
(734) 664-2155. $10,000 OBO 44
2010 SUBARU FORESTER
WAGON. AWD, full power, air, clean.
151,000 actual miles. Private owner.
(734) 695-0819 4/10
1991 BUICK REGAL CUSTOM COUP.
Rust free, 49,000 actual miles,
female driver, private owner.
(734) 695-0819 4/10

HOUSE/CONDO FOR SALE

CONDO IN NEW BOSTON. 2 bed,
2 bath, 2 car garage, 8’ x 16’ three-season
room and a Generac. 19270 Otto Court.
$228.,000 (734) 891-1914 424

FREE FILL. Delivery available.
(734) 697-1183. Yost Sand & Gravel.
Belleville. TFN

* Kk Kk ok Kk Kk

Local Excavating Company
has openings for
LABORERS
Wages Negotiable.
Kovalak Excavating
Company
Call 734-461-6838

ANGUS COW HELPER. Part time,
afternoons, large animal experience
preferred. Located in Sumpter. Steady
work, must be reliable. $13/hr.
Text (313) 648-6263 4/10
BILLIARDS COACH for intermediate
player. Looking to meet at the Van Buren

Senior Center. (734) 239-1035 4/10
PART TIME BOOKKEEPER for
e-commerce (on-line) store. Experience
a must. (989) 217-1685 4/10

“The American Republic will endure
until the day Congress discovers
that it can bribe the public with the
public’s money.”

— Alexis de Tocqueville

A&L SERVICES

Home Improvement &
Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry,
Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since
1995. Call Aaron Schuliz
@ 734-740-0628

AUCTION VEHICLES FOR SALE SERVICES WANTED
ADVANCEDH & W

PAYING CASH

Buying Junk Cars &
Trucks. Free 7 Day
Pick Up. Call Today!

(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

BEYOND HOME
IMPROVEMENT
Kitchens — Baths
Plumbing — Concrete
Doors — Windows — Siding
Gutters — Basements
Drywall - Painting — Hauling
Senior & Veteran Discounts
Call Pete - (734) 636-3741

D.K. JUNK CAR
BUYERS
PAY CASH
We Work
Monday - Saturday.
734-368-5088
734-545-5195

HOME CARE WORKER with 25+
years of experience, seeking new clients
part time. (828) 610-3528 4n7
LET ME BE YOUR DOG WALKER.
Call or text (734) 877-1648. Pet sitting
also available. 5/08
DEPENDABLE LAWN  SERVICE.
Commercial & residential lawn cutting,
aerating, mulch, shrub trimming, spring
clean-up. De-thatching, sod & seeding.
(734) 587-2410 or (734) 693-4712 o4
RANDY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE.
Specializing in power washing, painting,
mobile homes & other home repairs.
(734) 306-8909 4p4
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR
MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof
leaks, cleaning &  gutter repair,
landscape = maintenance &  power
washing. (734) 796-3628 4n7

LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE.
No job too small. Interior/exterior
painting, wallpaper, plumbing,
powerwashing & carpentry.

(618) 267-7774 10/02

“You can observe a lot just by watching.”
— Yogi Berra

CASH PAID FOR Sports
and Comic Books. 50s, 60s, 70s.
Private collector can come to you.
(734) 697-3546 4/10
MUSICIANS WANTED. Looking
to start up a classic rock band.
(989) 217-1685 4/10
WANTED - ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS
for the homeless. Please drop off at
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive.
(734) 697-5600 TFN
WANTED - SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600 TFN

HALL FOR RENT

cards

P( HAA2A
ROAD
Have your next event with us.

Meeting Room, kitchen, outdoor
pavilion, large outdoor space.

Contact Lori at 734/660-0797

Notice to Advertisers:

The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more than
one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. In the event of any error or omission in printing or publication
of an advertisement, you must notify us within five days of publication or on the date of insertion, if an ad is
scheduled as part of a package, so there is time to correct subsequent publications. The Independent’s liability
shall be limited to an adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the error with a maximum liability being
cancellation of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or republication of the corrected advertisement. Under
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for consequential damages of any kind.
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Photo courtesy McBride Middle School
Guest speaker Dion Butler, who is dyslexic, stands at center with McBride Middle School principal Tracy Bryant. They are surrounded
by students and parents following his inspirational presentation.

WE NEED YOU!

CALLING ALL VBT RESIDENTS
IN THE DDA DISTRICT

NOW SEEKING 9 RESIDENTS
To serve on the
DEVELOPMENT AREA CITIZENS COUNCIL (DACC)

YVH:I:E:::—?:S;ZWSOW council that LIVE WITHIN THE
DDA BOUNDARY?

works with the Downtown
Development Authority (DDA) and Check the map and see if
Township Board to help guide the el
Development and Finance Plan. | T T ——
¢ Required by state law: | |
If 100+ people live in the DDA
area, a council of at least 9
residents must be formed.

READY TO APPLY?

=
L

Map 1

Dk e EbslOgesa AR
A Bounminy e [ —
e o Ny SR
Wagh LT W

SCANTO APPLY?

Apply by May 1,2025

www.vanburendda.com
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Detroit Lion graduated
high school with fourth-
grade reading level

By Samantha Tanana
Special Education Teacher
McBride Middle School

On April 1, McBride Middle School
welcomed Deon Butler, a former Detroit
Lions player and motivational speaker, as
part of its Positive Behavioral Interventions
and Supports efforts.

Butler delivered an empowering message
to students with and without disabilities.
Butler shared his personal journey,
emphasizing resilience, determination, and
the importance of taking charge of one’s
education.

During his speech, Butler opened up
about his lifelong struggle with reading,
a challenge that persisted even as he
graduated high school, reading at a fourth-
grade level, which was later identified as
Dyslexia.

Despite this obstacle, Butler never
allowed his difficulties to deter him from
pursuing his dreams. With the unwavering
support of those who believed in him, he
earned a full-ride football scholarship to
Central Michigan University followed by
achieving his dream of signing with the
Detroit Lions.

Butler’s journey did not stop there.
Rather than letting his struggles define
him, he transformed them into a powerful
advocacy mission. Butler became an
influential voice for students with learning
differences, working tirelessly to pass
legislation that supports individuals facing
similar challenges.

Students and staff alike were moved by
Butler’s heartfelt message, leaving the
event inspired to face their own challenges
head-on and to support one another in
achieving their dreams.

McBride Middle School expressed
gratitude for Butler’s wvisit and his
dedication to uplifting future generations
through his story.

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent
734-699-9020

TREE SERVICE, INC.

Tree Removal ¢ Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning ® Brush Removal
Stump Grinding
OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
FULLY INSURED

Free Estimates ® Senior Discounts

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small

734-753-5800
TNTTREE.COM
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Library news release
Don’t forget! Memory

Cafes at the library on
third Wed. of the month

In April of 2024 the Belleville Area
District Library tried out a new program —
Memory Cafes.

The first event was a hit, so the library
added a couple more, and the program
grew from there.

Now the Memory Cafes are a monthly
staple, where those with memory issues
and their caregivers and loved ones can
come to socialize, snack, create, chat, and
have a wonderful time.

The programs last for about two hours,
and are held the third Wednesday of each
month starting at 11 a.m. in the Cozzad
Room at the library. Each cafe has a theme,
and includes interactive activities related
to that theme, including conversation
starters, group sharing, and games, plus
an art project. There is usually a curated
playlist of theme related music playing in
the background.
Thankstoagreatteamoflibrary employees,
volunteers, and attendees, every Memory
Cafe so far has been a big success. Kathryn
Wood - artist, retired activities director for
memory care facilities, and member of
BACA - has generously volunteered her
time and expertise to create art projects for
each cafe. Most of these are “community”
projects. They are designed so that each
participant makes a part (appropriate to
their abilities). Then Kathryn assembles
the parts into a beautiful whole, which is
displayed in the library lobby.

Library employees Lori Ann Najduk,
Haylee Seefeld, and Jennifer Richardson
all help make sure things run smoothly by
preparing materials, organizing the snacks,

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:

All real estate advertising in this
newspaper is subject to the Fair
Housing Act which makes it illegal to
advertise "any preference, limitation
or discrimination based on race, color,
religion, sex, handicap, familial status
or national origin, or an intention, to
make any such preference, limitation
or discrimination." Familial status
includes children under the age of 18
living with parents or legal custodians,
pregnant women and people securing
custody of children under 18.

This newspaper will not knowingly
accept any advertising for real estate
which is in violation of the law. Our
readers are hereby informed that all
dwellings advertised in this newspaper
are available on an equal opportunity
basis. To complain of discrimination
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777.
The toll-free telephone number for the
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

=2

EQUAL HOUSING
OPPORTUNITY

and mingling and participating in the
activities with the attendees.

The Friends of the Belleville Area District
Library support the project by providing
snacks and supplies.

If you or anyone you know might benefit
from this program, you can call the library
at (734) 699-3291 for more information, or
stop by at 11 a.m. on the third Wednesday
of the month.

Belleville Area Independent/April 10, 2025

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent
734-699-9020

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

VAN BUREN
CHARTER TOWNSHIP

Charter Township of Van Buren

Annual Cemetery Cleaning Notice

The Department of Public Services will be conducting its
annual spring cleaning at all Township cemeteries.

Spring cleaning will begin Monday, April 14, 2025

Receptacles placed on graves such as flowerpots, religious items
and similar objects will be discarded if not removed April 14

New items may be displayed beginning
Friday, April 18, 2025

Van Buren Township provides maintenance for the following

cemeteries:

Denton - 49780 Cross St. (Michigan Avenue and Denton Road)
Soop - 49250 Denton Road (South 1-94 Service Drive and Denton

Road)

Tyler - 39820 Tyler Road (Tyler and Hannan Roads)
Otisville - 41875 Riggs Road

For additional information contact
The Clerk’s Office at 734.699.8909

Leon Wright
Township Clerk

Published: March 27, 2025
Published: April 3, 2025
Published: April 10, 2025
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

DEMOLITION PROJECTS ON HOLD

NOTICE OF ADVERTISEMENT

DEMOLITION PROJECTS ON HOLD. The Charter Township of Van
Buren, Wayne County, Ml recently advertised the solicitation of bids for
the demolition, removal, and disposal of structures located at 14108
Haggerty Road (Parcel 83-098-99-0025-701) and 44817 Ecorse Service
Road (Parcel 83-038-99-0014-000).

Currently, both demolition projects are on hold pending additional
documentation. Any bid documents received will be discarded and
future bid opportunities will be posted and published according to the
Township’s advertising and communication policy. Other opportunities
to contract with the Township can be found on the Township website:
www.vanburen-mi.org

Posted and Published: April 10, 2025

City Council

(continued from page 1)

Smith said that included sidewalks, tree
trimming, and pedestrian safety, as well as
upgrades for the Iron Belle Trail;

* Removed from the agenda approval of
the annual Fill the Boot for Autism event
that was to be put on by the fire department
from 2-6 p.m. on April 2 at the corner of
High and Main streets. This is a fund raiser
for the Autism Alliance of Michigan. Fire
Chief 2 Chris Zweng said April 2 had bad
weather so they plan to do it later in April
and he’ll let them know when;

* Removed from the original agenda
the presentations of service recognition
plaques to Alicia McGovern, who retired
from the Downtown Development
Authority; and Mike Hawkins and Mike
Renaud, who retired from the planning
commission. It was explained they all were
sick and couldn’t attend the meeting;

» Heard Bates say she was disappointed
in the DDA follow-up list that had been
added to the city council’s consent agenda
because even though she had spoken to
the DDA regularly about it, nothing on the
DDA list mentioned Victoria Commons’
streets;

* Heard Smith report that 76.19% of the
water meters had been replaced and the
number went up after door tagging and
saying they were going to cut the water
off if the meter isn’t replaced. Smith also
reported one of the city employees had not
been replacing the meters properly, having

City of Belleville Public Notice

Hillside Cemetery Advisory Committee

8:30 a.m. on Saturday, May 10t
(Rain date: May 17t")

Each Cemetery section takes only about one hour of work.

REQUEST FOR VOLUNTEERS
Flag Placement for Memorial Day 2025

The Cemetery Advisory Committee will be placing American Flags
on the graves of all veterans who are buried at Hillside Cemetery on Denton Road.

We will begin placing flags on Saturday, May 10%" at 8:30 a.m. and need volunteers to help.

Should you wish to volunteer, contact the City Clerk. If you would like to work in a

specific section, the Clerk’s office must be contacted, or that section may not be

guaranteed.

to keep us free.

a

R 1

Briana Hootman

City Clerk/Treasurer G
(734) 697-9323 ext. 7010 ry) /e
clerk@belleville.mi.us AR ;-r?g{?i&é%'

Please consider this small sacrifice of time and join us to honor our veterans who fought

PUBLISH: Apr 10, 17, 24, and May 1, 2025
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to do with what the worker had said were
broken valves. He no longer works for the
city, Smith said;

* Learned there was to be a special
meeting the next day, Tuesday, April 8,
to approve bids for milling and capping
Liberty and High Streets. Smith said bids
were to be opened at 2 p.m. and then
Hennessey Engineers would review the
bids and give a recommendation before the
6:30 p.m. special meeting;

* Heard Smith report he has “shot for
the moon” in a grant application that
would include funds for the full design
of a roundabout at Five Points, a mini-
roundabout at Third, the Main Street
slightly raised pedestrian crossing at
Fourth, and other projects. He said he
expects to hear back by June on the grant;

* Learned Smith expected to get the bid
specifications the next day for work on
the new city hall. They will hire a general
contractor who would manage the other
contractors. Smith said he will get someone
else to look at the windows because that
company can get R-32 window rating.
He said they also could get bulletproof
coverings on the windows if the city
wanted that; and

* Heard councilman Randy Priestreport he
was the only Belleville city representative
at the Hands-Off! demonstration in Canton
last Saturday. He said 2,500 people were
there to demonstrate against “the current
assault on our democracy.” He said by 3:15
p-m. everybody was gone and not a piece
of paper was left as litter. The event had
been advertised to run from 1 to 4 p.m.

Court Watching

Chad Michael Jones
Chad Michael Jones of Sumpter Township
was video-arraigned on April 8 by 34"
District Court Judge Lisa Martin while
he was in custody of the Wayne County
Sheriff on ten outstanding cases.

He had driving while license suspended
cases from Huron, Sumpter, and Van Buren
townships, and seven retail fraud cases out
of Van Buren, with some of the cases going
back as far as 2019.

Pretrials on the cases were set for April
17 and personal bond is $3,000, with one
retail fraud having a bond of $2,000/10%.

Also, the Huron Township DWLS pretrial
was set for April 24 with a personal bond
of $1,000.

Shacori Davonye Davis

Shacori Davonye Davis, 31, of Ypsilanti
and formerly of Sumpter Township, was
video-arraigned in custody on March 25 on
charges of fleeing a police officer-4* degree
and assaulting / resisting / obstructing a
police officer on Nov. 10, 2023 in Sumpter
Township.

Bond was set at $5,000/10% and her
warrant was canceled from LEIN. A
probable cause conference was held April
2 and her preliminary exam set for April 9.

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent
734-699-9020
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

There were 297 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren
Township police this week including the following.
Sunday, March 30:
0106 — welfare check, Denton Rd.
0415 — assist fire dept., N. [-94 Service Dr.
0459 — property damage accident, Fret Rd./Renton
0534 — intrusion alarm, Village Center Dr.
0747 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S.
[-94 Service Dr.
0953 — larceny from auto, Riggs Rd.
1027 — intrusion alarm, Quirk Rd.
1141 — domestic, Village Green Ln.
1326 — unauthorized driving away of auto, S. I-94
Service Dr.
1415 — larceny from auto, Riggs Rd.
1456 — larceny from auto, Riggs Rd.
xxxx — larceny from auto, Riggs Rd.
1614 — welfare check, W. Archwood Dr.
1628 — 911 welfare check, Sadie Ln.
1714 — domestic, N. Ponderosa Trl.
1831 — welfare check, Denton Rd./Ecorse Rd.
1829 — misc. complaint, Belleville Rd.
1856 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1855 — intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.
1908 — welfare check, Stoneybrook Ct.
1936 — property damage accident, N. I-94 Service
Dr. / Belleville Rd.
1920 — property damage accident, Sumpter/Bemis
2005 —road hazard, Bemis Rd.
1936 — property damage accident, N. I-94 Service
Dr./ Beck Rd.
1942 — road hazard, Haggerty Rd./I-94 overpass
1946 — welfare check, Sumpter Rd.
2002 — welfare check, Greenbriar Dr.
2122 —road hazard, Belleville Rd./Van Born Rd.
2248 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
2253 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S.
Bellridge Dr.
2324 — welfare check, S. 1-94 Service Dr.
XXXX — misc. complaint, Andover Dr.
Monday, March 31:
0110 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Belleville Rd.
0336 —road hazard, Belleville Rd./Van Born Rd.
0725 — animal complaint, Haggerty Rd.
0848 — welfare check, Townsend Park
0937 — larceny from auto, Anna Dr.
1033 — harassment call, Ash Dr.
1144 — motorist assist, W. Huron River Dr.
1119 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
1144 — animal complaint, Van Born Rd.
1214 — leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, Michigan Ave./Denton Rd.
1228 — mental subject, Parkwood Dr.
1334 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
1341 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
1353 — fraud, Belleville Rd.
1358 — welfare check, W. I-94/Haggerty Rd.
1414 — property damage accident, Sumpter/Bemis
1432 — fraud, Belleville Rd.
1439 — intrusion alarm, Andover Dr.
1445 — civil matter, Ecorse Rd.
1510 — larceny, Belleville Rd.
1705 — larceny from auto, Riggs Rd.
1631 — disorderly, Sadie Ln.
XXXX — intrusion alarm, Van Born Rd.
2047 — harassment call, Tyler Rd.
2117 — noise complaint, Parkwood Dr.
2153 — intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.
2238 — animal complaint, S. Bellridge Dr.
2315 — intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
2352 — parking complaint, N. Woodbury Dr.
Tuesday, April 1:
0112 — assist other dept., Oak Blvd.
0148 — 911 welfare check, Peachtree Ln.
0236 — civil matter, Ecorse Rd.
0729 — motorist assist, Westlake
0807 — leaving the scene of a property damage
accident, Rawsonville Rd./S. Grove Rd.
0955 — warrant arrest, Tyler Rd.
1117 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
Lighthouse Dr.
1140 — assist other dept., S. I-94 Service Dr.
1232 — private property impound, E. Huron River
1234 — assist fire dept., Beck Rd.
1302 — intrusion alarm, Ironwood Dr.
XXXxX — assist fire dept., N. I-275/Tyler Rd.
1259 — intrusion alarm, Tavistock Dr.

1355 — domestic, Cross St.
1518 — animal complaint, Linda Vista Ct.
1558 — civil matter, Maude Ct.
1740 — animal complaint, Richard Run Dr.
1821 — animal complaint, Coca-Cola Dr.
1933 — disorderly, N. I-94 Service Dr.
2010 — welfare check, S. Ponderosa Trl.
2045 — threat, Belleville Rd.
2055 — welfare check, Parkwood Dr.
2142 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Barnwell Dr.
Wednesday, April 2:
0107 — warrant arrest, Church/Second
0115 — juvenile complaint, Haggerty Rd.
0330 — intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.
0701 — property damage accident, Amanda/Ecorse
0902 — vehicle lockout, Tyler Rd.
1003 — malicious destruction of property, Belleville
Rd.
XXXX — repossession, Independence Ln.
1051 — road hazard, Ecorse Rd./Haggerty Rd.
1159 — intrusion alarm, Westlake Cir.
1217 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
1218 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
XXXX — private property impound, Belleville Rd.
1241 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1246 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
1331 — property damage accident, Belleville Rd. /
1-94 N. Service Dr.
1438 — larceny from auto, Farm Rd.
1443 — larceny, Ellen Ave.
1554 — vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd.
1710 — intrusion alarm, Ironwood Dr.
1818 — family trouble, Richard Run Dr.
XXXX — property damage accident, Haggerty/Bemis
2032 — motorist assist, Belleville Rd./Harmony Ln.
2049 — motorist assist, Tyler Rd./Haggerty Rd.
2123 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Kirkridge Park Dr.
2246 — welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
2323 — motorist assist, Haggerty Rd./Van Born
2354 — motorist assist, Van Born Rd./Belleville
Thursday, April 3:
0134 — intrusion alarm, Greenwood Dr.
0144 — intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.
0309 — intrusion alarm, Greenwood Dr.
0407 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Packard Ct.
0428 — abandoned auto, Belleville Rd./Van Born
0430 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N.
Woodbury Green Dr.
0443 — property damage accident, N. I-94 Service
Dr./Oak Ln.
0618 — civil matter, N. Woodbury Dr.
0654 — road hazard, Ecorse Rd./Haggerty Rd.
0809 — warrant arrest, N. Telegraph
0750 — road hazard, Ecorse Rd./Haggerty Rd.
0752 —road hazard, Ecorse Rd./Haggerty Rd.
0803 — road hazard, Ecorse Rd./Haggerty Rd.
0833 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, E.
Sadie Ln.
0808 — road hazard, Haggerty Rd./Ecorse Rd.
0812 — road hazard, Haggerty Rd./Ecorse Rd.
0819 — road hazard, Haggerty Rd./Ecorse Rd.
xxxx — road hazard, Haggerty Rd./Ecorse Rd.
0859 — civil matter, Haggerty Rd.
0932 — road hazard, Arthur St./Pierce St.
1036 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Lighthouse Dr.
1130 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Ecorse Rd.
1339 — welfare check, Belleville Rd.
1426 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Ecorse Rd.
1530 — fraud, Belleville Rd.
1600 — ordinance violation — all 7300 MICR codes,
Marlowe Ave.
1614 — malicious destruction of property, E.
Schooner Dr.
1643 — welfare check, Van Born/Morton Taylor
1901 — threat, Parkside Dr.
1735 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Bog
Rd./Hoeft Rd.
1851 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Anna Dr.
1856 — property damage accident, Denton Rd. /
Ecorse Rd.
1927 — larceny, S. 1-94 Service Dr.
1938 — retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
xxxx — larceny, Haggerty Rd.
1958 — 911 welfare check, Locust Dr.
2027 — road hazard, Edison Lake Rd./E. Huron
River Dr.
2146 — parking complaint, Millington Ct. / Ironwood

Dr.
2250 — disorderly, Hardwood Dr.
XXXX — repossession, Hardwood Dr.
Friday, April 4:
0056 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Parkwood Dr.
0139 — parking complaint, Ecorse Rd.
0214 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Landmark
XXXX — repossession, Jackson St.
0310 — parking complaint, Ecorse Rd.
0653 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Edgedale Dr.
0858 — intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
1017 — civil matter, Cross St.
1125 — domestic, W. I-94/rest area
1151 — private property/property damage accident,
Bayshore Dr./Denton Rd.
1155 — welfare check, E. Sadie Ln.
1302 — warrant arrest, Ecorse Rd./Hannan Rd.
1332 — civil matter, Rawsonville Rd.
1502 — assist other dept., Anaheim
1541 — family trouble, Hannan Rd.
1629 — unattended death, Denton Rd.
1814 — family trouble, Leon Dr.
1900 — misc. complaint, Belleville Rd.
1914 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, E.
Huron River Dr./Haggerty Rd.
1914 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Ironwood Dr.
1933 — family trouble, Kirkridge Park Dr.
1936 — welfare check, Kirkridge Park Dr.
2134 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, E.
Huron River Dr./Haggerty Rd.
2154 — civil matter, S. I-94 Service Dr.
2153 — welfare check, Vine St.
2223 — suicidal person, N. Bellridge Dr.
2257 — threat, Savage Rd.
2317 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Laguna Dr.
2358 — noise complaint, Westlake Cir.
Saturday, April 5:
0045 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Ecorse Rd./Hannan Rd.
0055 — welfare check, Mott
0104 — property damage accident, Country Walk
Blvd.
0248 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Pebblebrook Dr.
0954 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Briar Dr.
1033 — trespassing, Belleville Rd.
1310 — 911 welfare check, Parkwood Dr.
1333 — intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.
1445 — welfare check, Edwards Rd.
1503 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Belleville Rd.
1529 — 911 welfare check, Meadows Ct.
1532 — assist other dept., Belleville Rd.
1551 — suicidal person, Bemis Rd.
1615 — 911 welfare check, Wabash Rd.
1656 — domestic, Meadows Ct.
1927 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Lenmoore Ave.
2016 — domestic, Rock Creek Dr.
2014 — property damage accident, N. Belleville I-94
ramp W./W.1-94
2047 — welfare check, N. 1-94 Service Dr./Belleville
Rd.
2028 — background investigation, Tyler Rd.
2111 — background investigation, Tyler Rd.
2231 — neighbor trouble, Oak Blvd.
2304 — family trouble, W. Huron River Dr.
Also, on this log are 91 traffic stops, 27 of which are
on the 1-94 and I-275 freeways.

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sunday, March 30:
0152 — assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
1127 — vehicle lockout, Main St.
1538 — neighbor trouble, S. Biggs Ave.
2025 — misc. complaint, Main St./Huron River Dr.
2144 — welfare check, Angola St.
Monday, March 31:
0815 — malicious destruction of property, E.
Columbia Ave.
0924 — civil matter, E. Huron River Dr.
0939 — malicious destruction of property, Carmell
1505 — animal complaint, Sumpter Rd./Owen St.

Belleville Area Independent/April 10, 2025

1833 — animal complaint, E. Huron River Dr.
2036 — assist fire dept., Anaheim St.
2244 — intrusion alarm, Owen St.
Tuesday, April 1:
XXXX — repossession, Carmell St.
1826 — harassment call, Main St.
2128 — harassment call, W. Columbia Ave.
Wednesday, April 2:
0701 — property damage accident, Main/N. Liberty
1105 — juvenile complaint, Owen St.
1407 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Sumpter Rd.
1934 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, W.
Thornhill Ct.
2116 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Main St.
2224 — welfare check, W. Columbia Ave.
Thursday, April 3:
0605 — intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave.
0850 — juvenile complaint, Owen St.
1112 — shooting, N. Liberty St.
1153 — background investigation, Main St.
1346 — private property/property damage accident,
Main St.
1735 — civil matter, South St.
Xxxx — intrusion alarm, N. Aberdeen Ct.
2056 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Carmell St.
Friday, April 4:
0603 — vehicle lockout, Loza Ln.
0858 — warrant arrest, Washington St.
0939 — animal complaint, Anaheim
1019 — misc. complaint, Henry St.
1221 — malicious destruction of property, Sumpter
1239 — harassment call, Main St.
XXXX — assist other dept., Anaheim
1911 — private property/property damage accident,
Main St.
2029 — welfare check, S. Biggs Ave.
2250 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance,
Main St.
2339 — disorderly, Main St.
Saturday, April 5:
0154 — suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, W.
Columbia Ave.
There are 90 reports on this week’s log and 50 of these
are traffic stops.

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Sunday, March 30:
0026 — civil matter, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
0101 — suspicious circumstance, Knollwood Dr.
0224 — welfare check, Bemis Rd./Lohr Rd.
0858 — drug overdose, 42000 bl. Judd Rd.
1226 — mental health call, 20000 bl. Sherwood
1255 — assist fire dept., 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
1314 — open alarm, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
1350 — suspicious circumstance, 10000 bl.
Rawsonville Rd.
1356 — civil matter, Rustic Ln.
1654 — fire dept. assist, Utah St.
1904 — suspicious circumstance, 50000 bl. Judd
1908 — traffic complaint/hazard, 49000 bl. Willis
1914 — citizen assist, New Mexico St.
1916 — traffic complaint/hazard, 45000 bl. Bemis
1919 — property damage report 45000 bl. Bemis
1924 — property damage accident, Sumpter/Bemis
1932 — citizen assist, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
2013 — fire dept. assist, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd.
2037 — citizen assist, Wyoming St.
2215 —traffic complaint/hazard, 20000 bl. Sherwood
Rd.
Monday, March 31:
0205 — down wires, 9600 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
0839 — 911 hangup, 9600 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
0859 — follow-up investigation, 48000 bl. Willis
1023 — civil matter, Magnolia Dr.
1149 — welfare check, Knollwood Dr.
1215 — fire dept. assist, Greenmeadow Dr.
1414 — assist other agency, Sumpter/Bemis
1533 — suspicious circumstance, 17000 bl. Sumpter
Rd.
1645 — harassment complaint, 41000 bl. Harris
1726 — larceny, Washington St.
1836 — neighbor dispute, Birch Dr.
1947 — family trouble, 20000 bl. Karr Rd.
2150 — property damage accident, 42000 bl. Judd

(Continued on page 19)
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Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

(continued from page 18)

05 — family trouble, 5500 bl. Oakville Waltz
56 — 911 hangup, Vermont St.
23 — fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Sully Dr.
Tuesday, April 1:
0033 — family trouble, Oregon St.
0311 — suspicious circumstance, 48000 bl. Sully
0316 — follow-up investigation, 5500 bl. Oakville
altz Rd.
0631 — fire dept. assist, 47000 bl. Willis Rd.
1324 — welfare check, 45000 bl. Bemis Rd.
1532 — harassment complaint, Washington St.
1600 — follow-up investigation, 5500 bl. Oakville
altz Rd.
1748 — follow-up investigation, Washington St.

22
22
23

1846 — 911 hangup, Rawsonville Rd./Rustic Ln.

1928 — suspicious circumstance, 44000 bl. Harris

2033 — PPO violation, Hampshire Dr.

2038 — neighbor dispute, 44000 bl. Judd Rd.

2216 — property damage accident, Harris Rd. /

Haggerty Rd.

2259 — 911 hangup, 42000 bl. Deborah Ct.

2346 — suspicious vehicle, 48000 bl. Willow Rd.
Wednesday, April 2:

0032 — follow-up investigation, Arizona St.

0135 — family trouble, Brookview Dr.

0140 — noise complaint, Carriage Ln.

0441 — suspicious circumstance, Nevada St.

0632 — 911 hangup, Mulberry Dr.

0713 — assist other agency, 9100 bl. Rawsonville

0721 — traffic complaint/hazard, Karr/Willow

0845 — citizen assist, Birch Dr.

1130 — death investigation, 21000 bl, Wilmot Rd.

1722 — 911 hangup, Texas St.

1722 — animal complaint, Martinsville/Bemis

1754 — property damage accident, Savage/Bemis

Van Buren
Redevelopment

Open House Workshop

April 30, 2025
6:00 - 8:00 PM

TOWNSHIP BOARDROOM
46425 TYLER RD, VAN BUREN TWP, MI 48111

The public is invited to the Community Open House Workshop on Wednesday, April 30 from 6:00pm to 8:00pm.
The Community Open House aims to promote diverse housing types, commercial reinvestment, diversify uses

and building types, and enhance connectivity within public spaces. In October 2025, the Township kicked off

the planning process with an initial meeting and has held ongoing meetings with the Stakeholder Committee.

The Community Open House Workshop will include an overview of existing zoning requirements and some
preliminary development concept options for the various township redevelopment sites identified through the recent
Redevelopment Ready Community (RRC) certification process. Those who attend will be given an opportunity to
provide feedback prior to final concepts being drafted. The conceptual design and planning process is expected to
continue over the next several months and will have additional opportunities for public input.

The goal of the is to promote revitalized, more walkable, mixed-use areas with a focal point being the section

of Belleville Road, commonly referred to in the plan as the “181-acre or Ford Land Parcel.” The proposed
redevelopment for the Belleville Road commercial corridor aims to create a gateway into the Township’s core
downtown area. With resident and community input, the goals of the townships planning efforts can be realized by
updating the zoning code. The open house will include an overview of general zoning strategies and an opportunity

for feedback from those who attend.

E‘g MCKENNA

Scan the Code for more information and
Community Input Survey

1807 — suspicious circumstance, Virginia St.
2114 — suspicious circumstance, 21000 bl. Wilmot
2304 — larceny, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
Thursday, April 3:
0318 — family trouble, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
0558 — traffic complaint/hazard, Sumpter Rd. /
Oakville Waltz Rd.
0606 — suspicious person, 46000 bl. Traskos Ave.
0723 — fire dept. assist, 24000 bl. Clark Rd.
0756 — suspicious person, Colorado/California
0849 — property damage accident, Utah Ct.
1041 — fire dept. assist, 50000 bl. Willow Rd.
1045 — alarm, 22000 bl. Karr Rd.
1110 — alarm, 40000 bl. Harris Rd.
1336 — fire dept. assist, Birch Dr.
1447 — 911 hangup, Wayside Dr.
1504 — civil matter, Oregon St.
1526 — assist other agency, 51000 bl. Willis Rd.
1543 — suspicious person, Rustic Ln.
1713 — property damage accident, Willow/Karr
1924 — fire dept. assist, Mulberry Dr.

/s

VAN BUREN

CHARTER TOWNSHIP

vbtmi.gov

SCAN ME
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1947 — 911 hangup, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.

2109 — alarm, 8200 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
Friday, April 4:

0141 — operating while intoxicated arrest, Willis Rd.
/ Rawsonville Rd.

0230 — civil matter, Virginia St.

0719 — fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Prince Rd.

0825 — suspicious circumstance, Washington St.

0936 — follow-up investigation, Virginia St.

1036 — fire dept. assist, 51000 bl. Arkona Rd.

1540 — fire dept. assist, Dakota Ct.

1800 — follow-up investigation, Washington St.

1841 — fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Martinsville

1938 — malicious destruction of property, Brookview
Dr.
Saturday, April 5:

0219 — neighbor dispute, Carriage Ln.

1027 — welfare check, 41000 bl. Bemis Rd.

1208 — family trouble, Nevada St.

1231 — alarm, 46000 bl. Wear Rd.

1601 — juvenile matter, 41000 bl. Bemis

2040 — 911 hangup, Birch Dr.

2121 - citizen assist, Oakville Waltz Rd. / Sumpter

2200 — harassment complaint, 42000 bl. Willow

2229 — fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln.

2246 — 911 hangup, Washington St.

2249 — family trouble, 5500 bl. Oakville Waltz Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 186 patrol checks, 81
traffic stops, and 11 misc. details.

Court Watching

Karon Jihad Journey

Karon Jihad Journey of Warren was video-
arraigned in custody on March 24 at 34"
District Court on charges of operating while
intoxicated-3 and driving while license
suspended on Oct. 28, 2023 in Van Bure
Township. Entry date of the charges was
Dec. 11, 2024. Personal bond was set a
$5,000 and a probable cause conference fo
April 2.

The defendant may not drive since he has
no valid license and is not to use any mood-
altering substances while on this bond. The
probable cause conference was adjourned
until May 14 to give the defense attorne
time to submit mitigation information to the
prosecutor.

Deven Lee Cobb

Deven Lee Cobb of Fort Wayne, IN, was
video-arraigned in custody on March 24 o
a charge of retail fraud on March 14 in Var
Buren Township. Personal bond was set at
$500 and he was scheduled for a remote

pretrial on April 3. Final pretrial is May 13.
He is not to return to Meijer in Van Bure
Township.

Todd Wilson Young
Todd Wilson Young of Van Buren Township
was video-arraigned in custody on Marct
24 on charges of assault on a police officer,
domestic violence, and false report of a
medical or other emergency on March 21 ir
Van Buren Township. Personal bond was set
for $1,000 and there is to be no contact of
any kind with the victim, he cannot return to
the place of the offense, and he can use no
alcohol/drugs or mood-altering substances
of any kind while on this bond. A remote
pretrial was set for April 9.
Paula Marie Ashton
Paula Marie Ashton, 66, of Belleville is
charged with operating while intoxicated-2"
on April 15, 2024 in the city of Belleville.
The complaint was issued on Jan. 13, 2025.
She was arraigned on Feb. 5 and personal
bond set at $1,000. Her pretrial was set fo
March 19 and then was adjourned to April 30
s0 her retained attorney could get discovery.
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7 RE/MAX GLENN SILVENIS

CROSSROADS III
418 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan

email: mrsold@mrsold.com
website: mrsold.com
WE DON’T CHARGE WHAT THE OTHER BROKERS CHARGE - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES NO COMPLIANCE FEES N

37416 THERESA LANE, HURON TOWNSHIP
NEW RANCH LISTING Featuring 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths,
Huge Basement, Premium Kitchen, All Appliances, Hard-
wood Floors, Oversize Garage, Deck, Generator. $360,000

www.MrSold.com
SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000

Office (734) 699-4000

48111

i . T .
6757 BELLEVILLE RD, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP

LARGE COLONIAL Features 4 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, 2
Kitchens, On 5.88 Acres and a 2.5 Car Garage and 3.5 Car

25POTTER, BELLEVILLE
BELLEVILLE LAKE Features 3,200 Sq Ft, 3 Bedrooms, 3
1/2 Baths. Totally Upgraded with Premium Material, Dock,

Prior #1, #2 and #3 RE/MAX
Agent Southeastern Michigan

Mayor City of Belleville
1987-1995

Real Trends Rankings
Top 1% Nationwide

Belleville Area Independent/April 10, 2025

8525 CHERRY HILL, SUPERIOR TOWNSHIP

IN A MOST PRIVATE WORLD. Premium Kitchen, 4 bed-
rooms (First Floor Master), 3 1/2 Baths, 4,400 Sq Ft , Fin-
ished Basement, 40x60 Pole Barn on 5 1/2 Acres. $1,150,000

o

13691 BASSWOOD, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP

Garage for the gardener or craft person. $378,000 Multi Level Deck 2 1/2 Car Garage. $759,000

= )

47175 WILLIS SUMPTER TOWNSHIP 13300 EDGEDALE, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP

COMING SOON Custom Built Brick Ranch 3 Bedrooms, 3 | EXCEPTIONAL OPPORTUNITY Three Bedroom Brick
1/2 Baths, Hardwood Floors, New Carpeting, Lafada Cabi- | Ranch Featuring Florida Room, Family Room, Fireplace, 2
nets, Finished Basement 3 Car Garage Generator $599,500 | 1/2 Car Garage and Two Big Outbuildings 1 Acre $325,000

THIS IMPRESSIVE VICTORIAN home offers an open fam-
ily room and dining room with Hardwood floors showcas-
ing the arched windows. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms $269,900

T i

-

- - = e =

209 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE
IT°S A POSSIBLE AIR B&B 7,000+ Square Foot Build-
ing on High Traffic Main Street. Large Rooms, Finished Base-
ment and 6 plus Car Garage. $749,000 or Lease

BELLEVILLE 3 RESIDENTIAL LOTS ONE

GRANT & WAHRMAN 4 ACRES LTIND BY
METRO AIRPORT $250,000

WILLIS SOLD FER $60,000 | 4 PAR(

1 PARCEL LEFT

PRI CITY
WA PENDING ROSS | 2 p
FRO 9000 | One

ip | JUDD RO SOLD AC $39.500

WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE 1.64AC $65,000 | BEMIS & MARTINSVILLE. CORNER LOT
1 ACRE BETTER HURRY NOW $50.000

COQNER_OM:IERMLDD.D_LU_LDD_R_D.T)D
FARL: SOL

T D OTIT T T B

SOLD

rc, | GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 AC LT IND _$45.000 | VACAN SOLD i

3 ACRES - COMMERCIAL CORNER AT
SUMPTER AND WILLOW NOW $150,000

LA

FIRE GUARANTEE

ATCHINSON

WHERE FORD MEETS FAMILY

Outbuilding and_Survey $315.800 for Both
HAGGERT SOLD $70,000

28260 SHERWOOD SUMPTER 10A $120.000| ##* BELLEVILLE LAKEFRONT
39 MORROSS CIRCLE, DEARBORN $25,000 ' RAWSONVILLE 99X328 .74 AC

A

L
LOWPRICE 3
h

Ll
— .

9800 BELLEVILLE RD.
(734) 697-9161

WWW.ATCHINSON.NET

$55.000 | 19+ ACRES BREST RD, TAYLOR RESIDEN-
##% 2405 | TIAL DEVELOPMENT PROPERTY - PAVED
$99.,900 STREET NEAR INKSTER ROAD.  $550,000

WELCOME,

DUSTIN SHANKLE!



