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Independent photos by James Otzman

“Free Style” is between McDonald’s and 
Taco Bell. Artist is Richard Alan Morgan 
of Wauseon, OH.

“Barrel Chest” is at Belle Tire in VBT. 
Artist is Jonathan Bowling of Greenville, 
NC. Cost: $10,000

“Mother Nature with Butterflies” is at the 
Fourth Street Place on the sidewalk next to 
the library in downtown Belleville. Artist 
is Mike Sohikian of Genoa, OH. Cost: 
$7,800

“Little Pink House” is at Harris Park in 
VBT. Artist is Todd Kime of Ottawa Hills, 
OH. Cost: $9,000

“Phoenix” is at the Quirk Road triangle 
at the north end of the Belleville Bridge. 
Artist is James Havens of Woodville, OH. 
Cost: $18,000

“Above the Waves” is in front of Chase 
Bank. Artist is Michael Angelo Magnotta 
of East Lansing, MI. Cost: $11,000

“Three Dolphins” is at Horizon Park. Artist 
is Mike Sohikian of Genoa, OH. Cost: 
$7,500

“Beau’s Merry Go Round” is in the middle 
of Five Points. Artist is James Havens of 
Woodville, OH. Cost: $20,000

“Cosmic Love” is at the Van Buren 
Township Hall. Artist is William Walther 
of Norton Shores, MI. Cost: $15,000“Wings” is at Belleville’s gateway. Artist 

is Kirk Seese of Lutherville, MD. Cost: 
$7,500
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White Pine
  DENTAL HEALTH

Your Smile Comes First!
Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002  187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo S.
Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,

and a University of Michigan graduate.

• Now Booking New Patients •
Open Evenings and Weekends

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
11824 Belleville Rd
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

perspectiveeyecare.com

Ask about sunglasses, computer glasses and discounts for multiple pairs of glasses.
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R O B  , M  W JW          !

ENJOY THE SUNSHINE!
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Amenities 
• 100% Smoke free campus 
• Individual heating & cooling 
• Emergency in-unit pull cords 

•      Subsidized rent 
•      On-site laundry 
•      Transportation available 

 

    www.csi.coop         (800) 593-3052            TDD (800) 348-7011 

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 
 

For more information call: 
734-699-8676 

M-W-F    9am-Noon 

Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors  

BELLEVILLE CO-OP 
For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide  

the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 

Man cave collectibles & gifts!

668 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111

Tuesday - Saturday
11 AM to 5 PM

Private
Sale

Cash or
local checks

Sports
Memorabilia

Tools and
Collectibles

Boating
Accessories

Hunting Gear
Guns, Bows

Knives
Fishing Poles

Fishing Lures
Lionel Trains

(734) 699- 4438

Serving Belleville & SoutheaSt Michigan!

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 Michigan ave. – canton

Roofing • Siding • Flat Roofs
Free estimates!

Licensed & insured

call (734) 397-8122

OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Now Thru May 31, 2021
receive our cerTaiNTeed roof 4-STar

exTeNded warraNTy for free! curreNT &
PaST MiliTary MeMberS will receive a

$250 cabelaS GifT card!

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products
•  Hay and Straw  •  Poultry Food
•  Horse and Livestock Feed

Hours:
Mon-Fri 9aM-6pM  •  sat 9aM-5pM

sun 10aM-4pM

Like Us On

Willis Feed Mill
We are Hiring!!

Need Awesome Individuals to Support Great Customers.
See our Ad on Indeed Or Just Stop By.
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SECOND FRONT PAGE
   On Sunday at about 4 p.m., the Van 
Buren Township Police Department 
began receiving information regarding a 
potential homicide that occurred within the 
township.
   VBT Police Chief Jason Wright said after 
many steps and much investigation, the 
woman’s body was found in a storage unit 
in the City of Westland.

Female murdered in VBT, found in storage shed in Westland
   Chief Wright said police determined that 
a suspect had shot a female in an apartment 
at the Westlake Apartments.
  The female victim’s identity was unknown 
initially and her body had been moved. 
However, officers had a suspect’s name.
   Chief Wright said officers were able 
to locate the scene of the homicide at 
Westlake. A search warrant was obtained 

and VBT Police requested the assistance of 
the Michigan State Police Forensic Unit to 
process the apartment.
   Further investigation led VBT Police to 
Monroe County where the Monroe County 
Sheriff’s Department located and arrested 
a suspect, 32-year-old, male, who was a 
VBT resident.
   Acting on information, Van Buren 

detectives subsequently executed a search 
warrant on a storage unit in the City of 
Westland where a 31-year-old, female 
victim was found. The victim has been 
identified by officers and her family is 
being notified. The case is still active and 
on-going, Chief Wright said.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Van Buren Township Board of 
Trustees voted unanimously against 
approving a $10,000 contract with 
Zambelli Fireworks Company for a June 
26 fireworks show from the Beck Road 
baseball field.
   The action was taken after a discussion 
at the end of the May 4 regular meeting 
via zoom. The 2021 fireworks show 
by Zambelli was recommended by the 
Recreation Committee at its April 13 
meeting.
   Zambelli has been the vendor for 
the annual fireworks shows for the last 
seven years, except for 2020 when it was 
cancelled due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
   “I put it on the agenda because I wanted 
it,” said Supervisor Kevin McNamara. “I 
yield to the brain trust,” he said referring to 
the rest of the board who spoke against it. 
“Joe Biden says it will be back the Fourth 
of July,” he added.
   Recreation Interim Director Jennifer 
Zaenglein said the Recreation Committee 
selected Zambelli, but it’s up to the 
board to decide whether the township 
has the fireworks. She said a lot of local 
communities have cancelled festivals and 
fireworks, including Canton, Livonia, and 
Woodhaven. A lot of communities also are 
still coming with their decisions.
   Supervisor McNamara pointed out the 
contract with Zambelli has penalties 
associated with signing the contract and 
then canceling. He said if they cancel 61 or 
more days before the performance date, the 
township has to pay 10% of the total. If it’s 
31-61 days it is 20% and 5-31 days prior, 
it is 30%. And, if they cancel less than five 
days prior, they pay 50%. There also is a 
fee of 15% if they have to use the rain date 
on June 27.
   “Previously I was a big fat NO,” said 
Clerk Leon Wright. “But, it’s possible for 
an outside show because of the numbers by 
the governor. I could be open to having it. 
If everyone does their part.” He encouraged 
everyone to get vaccinated.
   Treasurer Sharry Budd said her biggest 
concern was that other big communities 
are canceling which would add more 

VBT board cancels 2021 fireworks show due to COVID concerns
people coming to the VBT show. She said 
the traffic in that area is already tight for 
residents who live there.
   “I would feel different if others hadn’t 
canceled,” she said. “We’re sticking out 
there by ourselves.”
   Trustee Donald Boynton said he agrees 
with Treasurer Budd that more would 
come to the township fireworks. He also is 
concerned over the cancellation costs.
   “I’m concerned with how the prices 
escalate – 10%, rather than by 5%,” he 
said, adding he would prefer penalties of 
5%, 10%, with a 40% cap. He said the 
penalty for a rain date is steep.
   Trustee Boynton said events outside are a 
little bit better during the pandemic, but he 
expects the fireworks would draw a crowd 
possibly 25% heavier than usual.
   “I agree with Treasurer Budd and Trustee 
Boynton,” said Trustee Kevin Martin. “We 
need to err on the side of caution. Many are 
vaccinated and many are not vaccinated 
and not wearing masks.” He said it would 
be prudent not to have the fireworks this 
year.
   Trustee Reggie Miller said the Belleville 
Lake Fest on June 25-27 has scheduled a 
fireworks display.
   Director Zaenglein said she is a part of 
the Lake Fest committee and they were 
supposed to have a meeting on the event 
but have put off their meeting for two 
weeks.
   Trustee Miller asked if the township can 
limit the number of people at Beck Field.
   Supervisor McNamara said police can 
hold them back from Beck Ball Field, 
but they end up along the waterfront and 
throughout the adjoining subdivisions.
   “A big crowd is going to swamp the 
place,” McNamara said. “I’m a good Irish 
politician and I walk and shake every hand 
I can.”
   Clerk Wright said he agrees with 
Treasurer Budd and Trustee Martin, noting 
he didn’t think about drawing people from 
the other communities. He suggested they 
have caution and follow what everyone 
else is doing.
   Treasurer Budd said there is a lot of talk 
going around about Lake Fest and she 
heard they are going to cancel it.

   Zaenglein said they are going to pare it 
down. The band would draw too many and 
the Health Department recommended not 
more than 1,000 in one venue. They have 
broken the event up into venues, but they 
may go over that number at the concert.
   “We’d be better off not doing it this year,” 
Budd said.
   Zaenglein said Canton is considering 
doing something in the fall and the money 
set aside for the fireworks could be used in 
the fall. He said they could discuss it.
   Trustee Boynton said all the people he 
thinks would come would be overtaxing to 
the police department. He suggested a big 
Labor Day event or August summertime 
event. He said possibly Lake Fest will be 
cancelled or delayed because it would be 
too much of a challenge.
   In other business at the one-hour meeting 
on May 4, the board:
   • Approved the first reading of an 
ordinance to clarify required minimum 
useable floor area per dwelling unit in 
independent senior housing developments 
and to allow additional signage in senior 
housing developments. The second, final 
reading of the ordinance is expected at the 
May 18 meeting;
   • Approved a $277,163 contract 
with Davenport Brothers Construction 
for the French Landing Park Phase 1 
Improvement Project. Although the project 
was advertised, Davenport was the only 
bid received and it was for $299,812. 
Because there was only one bidder, the 
township engineers had a post-bid review 
with Davenport to go over the contract in 
detail and found misinterpretations of the 
drawings and specifications for this project 
and the cost was reduced, McNamara said. 
The main scope of the work includes demo 
and site work, the pathway system within 
the park, landscaping, irrigation system, 
electric work, the shade structure and 
associated concrete pad and footings, and 
site furniture;
   • Heard Trustee Martin say he visited the 
new pickleball courts at Denton and Beck 
roads and, “They are beautiful.” He said 
he may take up pickleball. Clerk Wright 
suggested they should put a township 
board team together to play;

   • Heard Treasurer Budd announce that 
Public Service Director Matt Best asked 
the Civic Fund for $43,000 for pickle ball 
court amenities and the fund approved the 
donation; and
   • Heard McNamara announce that the 
Downtown Development Authority just 
gave $1,137,000 for The Cube to be built 
in the planned community center. He 
thanked all the DDA members by name. 
He announced the township held an open 
house by zoom on the Sumpter Road 
Corridor and Wayne County Community 
College on Haggerty Road has walk-
ins for the Pfizer vaccine. He said to 
check the township website or call the 
township and they’ll schedule a time. He 
also announced they have selected five 
sites for the four-foot-tall Belleville Bass 
sculptures: Atchinson Ford, former DNR 
property north of the Belleville Bridge, 
French Landing Park, Fire Station #1 at 
Hull and Sumpter, and Quirk Park near the 
splash pad. Also, he attended a meeting 
with Congresswoman Debbie Dingell and 
the Treasury Department and was told 
that communities probably won’t get the 
amount announced. VBT was supposed to 
get $2.8 million, but it probably will be cut 
back. He also announced the meeting on 
sidewalks in Haggerty subdivision will be 
posted online for all to watch. He said after 
more input, a plan will come to the board 
in four weeks for consideration.

‘Tails and Tales Summer 
Reading Challenges’ set at 
library June 1-July 31
   The “Tails and Tales Summer Reading 
Challenges” are set for the Belleville Area 
District Library in June and July. It is for 
all ages and features virtual shows on the 
Belleville Library’s Facebook page at 11 
a.m. Tuesdays, June 1-July 31.
   See the website after June 1 for details.
   Sign up for Summer Reading Challenge 
for Read-to-Me’s, Independent Readers, 
and Teens at  
https://bellevillemi.beanstack.org or at the 
juvenile reference desk on June 1 to begin 
reading for prizes.
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Editorial

Belleville, VBT 
getting more arsty
   Our latest announcement of art coming to 
Belleville is the information on the school 
of fish that has been planted in Horizon 
Park for the past two summers. It’s coming 
back and all local artists are invited to 
decorate a wooden fish to be added to the 
others that will spend the summer in the 
park to be admired by concert goers and 
others.
   This announcement follows last week’s 
installation of the new round of outdoor 
sculptures in the city of Belleville and 
Van Buren Township. There are five in 
the township and five in the city, all leased 
from Midwest Sculpture Initiative that 
provides outdoor sculpture exhibits in “art-
underserved” communities for a year at a 
time.
   Of course, you’ve heard that the ten 
Belleville Bass, also decorated by artists, 
will be erected in Belleville and VBT – 
five in each place. These are intended to be 
permanent, to be replaced once they wear 
out or begin to look shabby. They are four 
feet tall, fiberglass art pieces on cement 
foundations.
   The wooden fish at the park and the 
fiberglass fish in various locations are 
courtesy of the Belleville Area Council 
for the Arts. The Bass idea actually came 
up at the committee meetings to plan 
the Belleville Lake Fest and was taken 
over by BACA. The outdoor sculptures 
are brought to us by the Downtown 
Development Authorities of the city and 
VBT. We probably won’t be considered 
“art-underserved” this summer.

   Kathy Klein, the community relations 
representative for Waste Management in 
this area, reported that in March she and 
more than 40 WM employee volunteers 
went out to the previous Woodlands golf 
course in Van Buren Township to rescue 
and relocate whatever frogs they could to 
another part of the WM property before the 
work on the expanded Woodland Meadows 
Landfill began there.
   Due to COVID-19 protocols, this was 
an employee/family only event and WM 
families remained outdoors and in their 
COVID “pods.”
   She said they knew it was too early in the 
spring to see much frog/toad activity but 
by the end of the day they found one. This 
Green Frog was relocated to its new home 
on-site.
   “If approved by the DNR, later in 
the spring/year, WM will be working 
to relocate any frogs, toads, and other 
amphibians we find on the property to a 
new, approved, off-site wetland relocation 
area,” she said. “Even though the event 
only yielded one frog, they felt that what 
they were doing was still significant.”

***
   We received some information that 
came from a church we never heard of: 
BE church. The address was the same as 
Church of God Mountain Assembly across 
from Belleville High School. I asked about 
it.
   Ryan Borden replied: “So they renamed 
the church BE Church. The sign says BE 
Church. Everywhere at the church says 
BE Church now. So, it’s, I guess, like a 
DBA, but nowhere at the church does it 
say Church of God Mountain Assembly 

anymore. So, if someone goes driving 
by looking for Church of God Mountain 
Assembly, they won’t find it, as it doesn’t 
exist on any signage.”
   So, I asked what BE stands for and got 
this reply from Ryan: “They brand it as: 
BE-lieve, BE-long, BE-come. So, basically 
it means we are going to BE the church…”

***
   A reader who regularly takes the North 
I-94 Service Drive to Hannan Road said 
he has been watching the site of the road 
work at Hannan and the South I-94 Service 
Drive/Northline Road and nothing is 
happening. He said some of the roadway is 
dug up and a lot of big machinery is parked 
around, but there has been no action since 
the very beginning. It was announced the 
work would be done in August.

***
   Our dispatch log for Saturday, May 8, 
shows a shooting at 1940 (7:40 p.m.) 
at Hull and Sumpter roads and another 
shooting at Hull Road at 2052 (8:52 p.m.). 
I asked Van Buren Township Police about 
this and Chief Jason Wright replied.
   He said he checked the CAD (computer-
operated dispatch) reports and found the 
shots fired at 1940 was checked by patrol 
and they were unable to locate anything. 
The second report of shots fired at 2052 
was believed to be coming from the large 
parcel of property (200 acres) across the 
street according to the officers checking 
into it after talking with someone in the 

area.
   “We did not find anything,” Chief Wright 
said of the reported shots.
   He was very busy on Monday when he got 
my question. He was working on a news 
release about the woman who was shot 
on Sunday and how her body was traced 
to a Westland storage unit and a suspect 
arrested in Exeter Township. When he got 
done with the report on 
how they found a lot on 
the homicide case, he 
replied to my question 
on the shots fired. 
Thank you, chief.

***
   At Monday’s school 
board meeting, board 
president Amy Pearce said she saw on 
Facebook that people are wondering if 
the district really is going to demolish its 
former career center on Sumpter Road. 
School Supt. Kudlak said they had been 
waiting for DTE to complete what it had 
to do, but now it is ready and the razing 
should take place any day now.

***
   Also at Monday’s meeting, Supt. Kudlak 
said the district had lower than expected 
kindergarteners last fall and they are 
hoping that number will grow this fall.
   It was discussed and some suggested 
parents were keeping their kindergarteners 
safe at home until COVID passed.

***
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Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

Birthdays

Anniversary

“Genius without education is like silver 
in the mine.”

– Benjamin Franklin

Letters

Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.

•   Small Business Accounting & Financial Statements
•   Payroll Services
•   Business and Personal Tax Returns
•   Small Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation
•   Quickbooks Training and Support

Providing Services to Small Business and Individuals

152 Main Street
(in The Professional Building)

Belleville, MI 48111

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

Denise W. Baker, MSA, CPA Gayl Parr, CPA

All major credit cards accepted

Criss, Wilmarth & Parr
Certified Public Accountants

Visit our website
www.bellevilletaxservices.com

In-Home Service Calls Too!

(734) 697-3206
Bemis Road @ Savage Roads

We Sell USed
AppliAnceS!
Pick-Up & Delivery

JOE’S APPLIANCES

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips. 
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

A+ Rating with
Your Heating & Cooling FamilY

For Free Estimates, Call

(313) 381-2800
20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 37 YEARS!

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

VFW thanks community 
for Poppy donations
To the editor:
   RE: A Thank You to Our Community
   Last week, The Veterans of Foreign 
Wars -- Huron River Post 4434 and Polish 
Legion of American Veterans Post 167 
held the annual Poppies distribution fund 
raiser. Our community came through 
in fine fashion and supported us in an 
unprecedented manner. For this we are 
grateful, as we distributed close to 4,000 
poppies, and received 1 wedding ring 
donation, that we were able to return to the 
happy husband.  
   As many know, American foreign policy 
has been very good for the VFW business. 
This area has more 100% disabled veterans 
living in it than ever before. The battlefield 
survivability rate has increased and the 
partially disabled veteran population 
exponentially.  Twenty-two U.S. veterans 
are committing suicide every day, some in 
our own community. 
   Like many organizations in our 
community, we are still struggling. Our 
post provides many services, such as 
Military Funeral Honors, Patriot Pen and 
Voice of Democracy Scholarships, proper 
flag disposal, youth activities support for 
the Scouts USA and the ROTC program, 
the Belleville free-flag program, Bugles 
Across America, cemetery clean up and 
flag services, just to name a few.  
   Last year alone, VFW Post 4434 
provided over $40,000 in community and 
VA hospital support. One hundred percent 
of all donations go to support the mission. 
The need is greater than we can provide. 
   If you would like to support our mission, 
feel free to send donations to P.O. Box 994, 
Belleville 48112, or if you need a poppy, 
feel free to call us at (734) 697-0505 and 
we would be happy to get it to you.
 

Sincerely,
John Blackstone, Commander
VFW Post 4434

Thank you to Law 
Enforcement Officers
To the editor:
   Sunday, May 9, heralded the beginning 
of Law Enforcement Week 2021. As you 
read this, it is obvious that we should 
have planned ahead and written this letter 
a week ago. However, even though our 
comments may be a tad late, the sentiments 
are nonetheless important to note. 
   Every day in our amazing country, 
thousands of men and women say goodbye 
to their families and head off to work. 
These individuals arrive at their workplace 
ready to perform a job that the majority 
of us would probably never entertain as a 
career of choice. At a moment’s notice they 
could be called on to put their lives on the 
line to protect any of us. It only takes a few 
moments to show them the respect they 

deserve and to thank them for their service. 
   We would like to thank all Law 
Enforcement Officers for their dedication 
and service to the communities in which 
they serve. Thank you.

Rick and Mary Jane Dawson
Belleville

Thank you for sharing 
your thoughts of Emily
To the communities of Belleville, Van 
Buren, and Sumpter:
   My wife Becky and I would like to 
express our appreciation for the outpouring 
of sympathy we have received over the 
past couple of weeks regarding the passing 
of our daughter, Emily Similo. The number 
of phone calls, texts, and cards from people 
in our community that knew her has been 
overwhelming. Some of you we do not 
know personally, but the comments about 
her have been incredibly positive and we 
are so proud she had such a positive impact 
on so many people. She worked for 20+ 
years for Photography by Shannon and 
many of you knew her by working with 
Shannon and setting up appointments.
   We know that she is in Heaven today with 
her Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, and that 
one day we shall see her again. We want 
you to know from the Bible: For God so 
loved the world, that he gave his only 
begotten Son, that whosoever believeth in 
him should not perish, but have everlasting 
life. For God sent not his Son into the world 
to condemn the world; but that the world 
through him might be saved. John 3:16
   Thank you for taking the time to share 
your thoughts of Emily. They have been a 
help to our family in this difficult time.

Sincerely,
Robert J. White, Pastor
Belleville

Thank you, St. Jude
To the editor:
   I want to thank St. Jude for answering 
my prayers. St. Jude does answer prayer, 
so do pray…
Thank you, C.P. 

   May 9 – Joe Watkins
   May 15 – Virginia Truran, Phyllis Wolters
   May 16 -- Maryann Watson
   May 17 – Alexis Bobbitt
   May 19 – Josh Fleeson, Marlene Mills, 
James Otzman
   May 20 – Anna Rope
   May 21 – Selina Stillwagon, Richard 
Jones
   May 23 – Ed Armatis

   May 4 – Janet & Jeff Schonscheck
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Licensed & Insured
       Honest & Reliable

Free Estimates
   Service & Repair
       Drain Cleaning
          Gas Lines & More

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Plumbing

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

“Real Estate with Real Service”

Broker

Multi Million
Dollar Club 734-461-9458

Visit us @
fmar1.org

and on
Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

OPEN BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, MONDAY – SATURDAY 
11 A.M. – 3 P.M.   cALL 734-461-9458

Friends of Michigan

Animals Rescue

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass

Motorcycle
& Watercraft

734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

James Chudzinski - Owner
Kevin Schewe - Manager
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

See
us
on TRAINED

We’re AIr CONDITIONING speCIAlIsTs!

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

LICENSED
INSURED

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS

PHONE 734-476-1098

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

RESIDENTIAL  COMMERCIAL  INDUSTRIAL 
Residential Moving and Maintenance services 

Website: www.blmoving.com 
Email: blservices1990@gmail.com 

A Division of  
C&C Management 
Services, LLC 

 

P.O. Box 243 
Belleville, MI 48112 

Phone: 734-772-4964 

 
•   Handyman Services
•   Lawn Services & Spring Clean-Up
•   Hot Water Tanks & Furnaces
•   Grass Cutting
•   Power Raking
•   Tree Cutting/Trimming

AdvanceAmerica.net

Valid in-store only. One per person. Not valid with other offers.
Subject to approval. Checks or money orders may be issued instead

of cash. ©2021 AARC, LLC. All rights reserved.

Visit us at two convenient
locations in Belleville

11796 Belleville Rd
(734) 697-7983

2079 Rawsonville Rd
(734) 485-9670

$20 off
Bring this coupon

in and receive

your first payday
transaction fee

Obituaries

portable toilets • septic cleaning
Luxury restrooM traiLers

For All Outdoor Activities

www.ParkwayServices.netoffice: (734) 482-7633 Fax: (734) 482-7632

golf courses
graduations

picnics
construction sites

JEFFREY ALLEN NEWTON
(May 9, 1966 – May 4, 2021)
Jeffrey Allen Newton, “Jumbo,” age 54, a 
resident of Van Buren Township, passed away 
on May 4, 2021, at Beaumont Hospital. He was 
born on May 9, 1966, to Lucille Genevieve 
Lauzon.  “Jumbo” worked as a manager in 
an automotive collision shop.   He also loved 
to spend time with family, which meant 
everything to him. His favorite family activities 
were camping, hunting, four-wheeling, 
fishing, and boating. He was a member of 
the Scorpions  Motor Cycle Club  in Monroe 
County. Jeffrey adored his three parrots and his 
dogs, Lil Buddy, Atticus, and Sasha. 
Jeffrey is survived by his loving wife of 14 
years, Kimberly Ann Newton (Roberts), his 
children, Joshua (Elizabeth) Newton, Samantha 
(James) Keating, Shanda Roberts, Eric Scott, 
and Aaron Scott; loving mother Lucy Knechtel; 
and his 10 beloved grandchildren. 
Visitation was 2-7 p.m. Saturday, May 8, 2021, 
at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. 
Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI   48111-2764, 
(734) 697-4500, with a service at 7 p.m. Due 
to COVID-19 restrictions, a maximum of 25 
people were allowed in the funeral home at one 
time. Memorial contributions may be made to 
the wishes of his family.
www.davidcbrownfh.com

Jeffrey Allen Newton

MICHAEL EDWARD MELTON
(June 27, 1953 – May 6, 2021)
Michael Melton, age 67, a resident of Belleville 
all his life, passed away on May 6, 2021, at St. 
Joe’s Hospital in Ann Arbor. He was born on 
June 27, 1953, to Eugene Melton and Mary 
Margaret Hamilton.  Michael was an Analyst 
Engineer in the auto industry at Ford Motor 
Company for 45 years. Michael was known to 
be a very generous man. He enjoyed hunting, 
fishing, and being outdoors, as well as the lake 
house. Most of all he cherished the grand kids 
and spending time with his family.
Michael is survived by his loving wife of 46 
years, Pamela Melton (Katona); his children, 
Melissa Colwell and Matthew (Victoria) 
Melton; four grandchildren Brian and Luke 
Colwell and Alina and Mira Melton; his sister 
Judy (Donald) Stamper of Alabama. Michael 
was preceded in death by his brothers, Jerry 
Melton and Jimmy Melton, and his parents, 
Eugene and Mary Melton.  
There was visitation 3-8 p.m. on Tuesday, May 
11, 2021, at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 
460 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI  48111-
2764 (734) 697-4500. Contributions may be 
made to the Wildlife Fund.
www.davidcbrownfh.com 

Michael Edward Melton
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More
Obituaries on 

page 6

Higgerson & Neal
Funeral Home

Continuing A Belleville Tradition Since 1932

209 Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

734-697-9400
Visit Us At www.HNFHOME.cOM

Obituaries

(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager  •  Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.davidCbrownfh.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

Serving The CommuniTy For
over 38 yearS

Serving Belleville, SumpTer TownShip
& van Buren TownShip

RUDOLF ‘RUDY’ FRANZ EBMER, JR.
(April 30, 1965 – May 2, 2021)
Age 56, after a long battle with COVID-19. He 
was born in Steyer, Austria. Survived by wife 
Kimberly, daughter Jackie, father-in-law Albert 
Obeginski of Belleville, brother Joe, cousin 
Heidi. David C. Brown Funeral Home.
www.davidcbrownfh.com 

LUCILLE IVA DICKERSON
(May 6, 2021)
Lucille Iva Dickerson, age 95, a resident of Van 
Buren Township, passed away on May 6, 2021, 
at home surrounded by her family.
Always a deck of cards at the ready, Mom was 
an avid, competitive card player, belonging to 
a couple’s pot-luck supper club for years with 
friends and neighbors, playing Euchre, and 
playing Pinochle with the Ladies Club. Dice 
(Wipe Out), we played for hours. She taught all 
the grandchildren and somehow she could come 
from behind with a single throw of the dice and 
win, laughing all the way! Always a good time.  
She had a vibrant personality, was quick with 
humor, sassy and wise, witty with words of 
wisdom, and that wink! Always the jokester, 
often laughing at her own jokes before she 
could get out the punch line!
At the family farm, she worked side by side 
with her love on the dairy farm or in the field 
for crops. She always said, “Dad was going to 
put me on a pedestal, just didn’t know it was 
a milk stool.” Supper was on the table at 5:30 
comprised of good hearty meals including 
canned vegetables from her garden. Most times 
an extra kid or two was at the table.
The Strawberry Festival allowed her to share 
her crafts and Watkins products in the early 
days.  
Lucy (as most of her friends called her) could 
and would strike up a conversation with total 
strangers often exchanging recipes and phone 
numbers. That gift of gab, she definitely had 
it! Belleville is a small town and everyone 
knew of the Dickerson Farm, 1 mile south of 
town, where folks were able to get their fresh 
vegetables during the summer. Lucy worked as 
a cook in the schools, Girl Scout leader, Boy 
Scouts den mother, PTA leader, and prided 
herself on running honest elections. We sold 
multiple products out of the home: Amway, 
Shaklee, hay, straw and dog food. Watkins 
products being her favorite as it involved food 
… again that gift of gab. Truly a family oriented 
woman who loved her family, people and life.  
Lucille is survived by her children, Donna 
(Donald) Renton, Connie Dickerson, George 
(Denise) Dickerson of Belleville, Betty (Jim) 
Eisley of East Jordan, Gerald Dickerson of 
Belleville, Carol (Bill) Barbone of Colorado 

and Jane (Alan Elkins) Dickerson of Ypsilanti. 
Grandchildren Theresa (Johnny) Taylor, Dale 
(Sheralee) Renton, Amy (George) Snider, 
Rachel (Rodney) Johnson, Wyatt (Char) 
Dickerson, Leah Rouse, Heather (Bill) Curl, 
Leslee (Jason) Faulkner, Matthew Dickerson, 
Mark (Laura King) Eisley, Kelly (Travis) Wood, 
William Barbone, Donnie Barbone, Amanda 
Barbone and Steven Dickerson, her brother Bill 
Thorne, as well as 20 great-grandchildren, and 
6 great-great-grandchildren.  
Lucille was preceded in death by her husband 
who was the love of her life for 56 years, Don 
Miles Dickerson Jr., in 1999; her son Tom and 
his wife Sherry Dickerson; granddaughters 
Jennifer Eisley and Karen Renton-Reynolds; 
grandson Allen Rouse, (Leah Dickerson-
Rouse’s husband); three brothers Oscar, Larry 
and Ralph Thorne; sisters Mary Allesio and 
Roberta Shoenrock; and her parents, William 
and Oda Thorne. 
There was a graveside service on Monday, May 
10, 2021, at Union Udell Cemetery at 1 p.m.  
Arrangements by David C. Brown Funeral 
Home. 
Well, Mom, we’ll be “fine as frog’s hair,” until 
we meet again.   So long … never good-bye!  
Your loving family.

Lucille Iva Dickerson

KEITH EDWARD McDONALD
(October 7, 1940 – May 5, 2021)
Keith Edward McDonald, age 80, a resident 
of Van Buren Township for 54 years, passed 
away on May 5, 2021, at home. He was born on 
October 7, 1940, to Edward Alfonso McDonald 
and Ruth Leone Martin. Keith was the oldest of 
five siblings. He was a maintenance custodian 
in the auto industry. He enjoyed being involved 
in the Old Engine Club, Hit and Miss Motors, 
and C & C Milling Machines.  He was an 
avid gardener. Keith was also known to enjoy 
a cold Budweiser or Bud Light and really 
enjoyed cookouts with family. He cherished his 
granddaughter, Sarah, and had a strong bond 
with her.   
Keith is survived by his son Keith Matthew 
McDonald of Belleville and brother Michael 
(Berta) McDonald of Chelsea; sisters-in-
law Joy of San Jose, California, and Debbie 
McDonald of Clinton, Michigan; brother-
in-law Michael Taddie of Milan, Michigan; 
cherished granddaughter Sara Elizabeth Ann 
McDonald of Bellevillle. He was preceded 
in death by his loving wife Hazel, Jayne Ann 
Taddie, Patrick Andrew McDonald, and Robert 
George McDonald.   
Keith’s service was Monday, May 10, 2021, 
at 10:30 a.m., graveside at Union Udell 
Cemetery in Ypsilanti, Michigan.   Father 
John Kiselica of St. Anthony Catholic 
Church officiated. Arrangements by David C. 
Brown Funeral Home, Belleville. Memorial 
contributions may be made to the wishes of his 
family. www.davidcbrownfh.com 

Keith Edward McDonald

PATRICIA MARIE MULL
(January 29, 1952 – May 7, 2021)
Patricia Marie Mull, age 69, lifelong resident 
of Van Buren Twp., passed away on May 7, 
2021, at home surrounded by family. She was 
born on January 29, 1952, to Raymond and Jean 
Parent. Patricia worked in retail at Meijer for 
20 years. Patricia enjoyed taking vacations. She 
was a member of St. Joseph Catholic Parish in 
Whittaker and was on the Council of Catholic 
Women (CCW), served as a former president 
for two years, as well as the First Communion 
teacher. She loved to watch old sitcoms as a 
pastime. 
Patricia is survived by her children, Mark 
Mull and Marie Mull of Belleville, and her 
beloved granddaughter, Aria Collins. Patricia 
was preceded in death by her husband Edward 
Leroy Mull in 2008.  
There was a visitation on Monday May 10, 
2021,  at David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 
E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI   48111-
2764 (734) 697-4500. A service took place on 
Tuesday May 11, 2021, 11 a.m. at St. Joseph 
Catholic Church, 9425 Whittaker Rd., Ypsilanti, 
MI 48197.  Contributions may be made to the 
wishes of the family.
www.davidcbrownfh.com 

Patricia Marie Mull

FEEDING FAMILIES IN VAN BUREN, BELLEVILLE & SUMPTER

Food distribution on Tuesdays & Wednesdays from 10AM – 1PM

417 Charles Street
Belleville, MI.
734-697-9288

E M E R G E N C Y

First United
Methodist Church

JUDITH LYNN BUSBY
(February 28, 1947 – May 8, 2021)
Age 74, of Belleville. Survived by daughter 
Vicky Lynn Martin, granddaughter Holly 
Abrams, great-grandaughter Jezrielle Abrams. 
Memorial service via zoom at 2 p.m., May 
22. Arrangements by David C. Brown Funeral 
Home. www.davidcbrownfh.com 
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409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 697-1211

▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am

Face Mask & Distancing Guidelines in Place.
www.stanthonybelleville.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

Faith Assembly Church
894 E. Huron River Drive, Belleville, MI 48111
Sunday @ 10 am – Small Groups Adults, Teens & Kids

11 am – Contemporary Worship
Wednesday @ 7 pm – Bible Study, Kid’s Class & Youth Group
Join Us In The Building or Online On Facebook & YouTube.

Would you like to have your Church listed in this directory?
Call Advertising Manager Bob Mytych at 734-699-9020 today!

 
 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible For Life 7pm 

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Worship Service 8:30 AM or 11 AM

Sunday Evening Service 6 PM
www.ridgeroadcoc.org   (734) 485-2930

Ridge Road Church of ChristBelleville ChurCh of God
45170 Hull Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
Sunday Bible Classes  – 10:00 a.m. (all ages)

Zoe Kids & Adult Worship  – 11:00 a.m.
Wednesday classes & clubs 7:00 p.m. Join us on 
Facebook Live &  bellevillecog.online.church

Belleville ChurCh of God
45170 Hull Rd., Belleville, MI 48111

RiveR of Life AssembLy of God
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
All services are open to in person or live stream.
sunday morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m.

Wednesday Adult & youth @ 7 p.m.
Visit rol-ag.com      (734) 699-6700

Helping you buy and sell with
INTEGRITY for 20 years!

Janice Marshall
Cell:734-218-3768

janiceremerica@comcast.net
 

6231 N. Canton Center, Canton, MI 48187
hometown III

Honesty is our policy!

BAI

50 South Street at 5-Points, Belleville • 734-325-7065
Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm

Disc Brake special
premium paDs & rotors, incluDes 
laBor, starting at $225 or less!

Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON ExPIrES 5-28-21
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SeniorS, VeteranS &
actiVe Military take

10% off your total Bill
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON ExPIrES 5-28-21

$4999

BAI

new customers Get
10% off labor DurinG our:

Get-to-know-your-friendS-truStworthy-
reliaBle-auto-Mechanic-Sale

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON ExPIrES 5-28-21 BAI

BAIWITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON ExPIrES 5-28-21

$1999Vehicle check
Belts, hoses, etc.

LET’S GET READY FOR sprinG!

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

More Letters
You can help clean up 
around WM landfill
To the editor:
   When I first started in this role of Community 
Relations for Waste Management, I would 
often run into people who hated the landfill 
and WM for owning and operating it … 
UNTIL … I reminded them that it is NOT 
WM’s waste – we just have the difficult job 
of managing it. IT IS THEIR GARBAGE! 
I watched relationships in the communities 
improve 100% when people were educated 
to that little piece of reality. I saw a lot of 
light bulbs go off in people’s heads. If you 
want landfills to go away, what are you 
doing to reduce, reuse and recycle?
   So, today I share … another piece of 
wisdom for how YOU can help keep 
YOUR waste from getting into the natural 
environment – especially during the windy 
season.
   Take plastic bags and acceptable “film” 
back to retail locations that are willing to 
serve as a collection point – follow their 
guidelines. But if you must throw plastic 
bags away, before doing so, tie plastic film, 
bags, envelopes in knots – it keeps it from 
filling with air on windy days so we can 
cover it up before it blows away. Also, if it 
is plastic bags, cut the handles and tie them 
in knots, too, so they don’t get stuck on the 
feet of the birds that forage in the landfill.
   I do this all the time now, without 
hesitation, because I know what happens at 
our sites on windy days, no matter how hard 
we work and how many fences we put up 
and move around, and during Covid 19, it 
is impossible to find paper pickers, even at 
$15 an hour. Anyone want to work picking 
papers? We can direct you to sign up at our 
temp agency and put you to work helping 
us take care of the environment and manage 
your waste.
   Yes, you can help keep plastic out of the 
natural environment. It just takes a little 
effort.
   Please share widely and wildly!

Kathleen Klein
Community Relations Representative
Waste Management

Editor’s Note: WM said it uses Job 
Center in Redford. Below is the hyperlink 
for the temp agency. Anyone interested 
can also reach out directly to Joe Read, 
Site Operations Manager at Woodland 
Meadows, at (248) 240-6936. 
https://www.google.com/search?q=job
+center+redford&ie=UTF-8&oe=UTF-
8&hl=en-us&client=safari#

Correction: We misspelled 
Kathy Klein’s name
   In the April 29 issue of the Independent, 
we spelled Kathy Klein’s name wrong and 
we apologize. She said “ ‘Klein’ is correct 
spelling. It means ‘small’ in German – 
appropriate, as I have always felt that 
‘small’ efforts collectively lead to great 
cumulative results. That’s what I teach our 
school kids in discussions about waste, 
recycling and sustainability. We are all in 
this together.”
   Klein is community relations 
representative for Waste Management, 
Great Lakes Area.

Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent editor

COVID-19 deaths
in 48111 up to 67, 
positive tests at 3,319
   The number of people who have died from 
COVID-19 in the 48111 zip code grew to 
67 as of Monday, May 10, according to the 
Wayne County Health Department.
   The positive tests for COVID-19 in 48111 
totaled 3,319 on Monday, May 10, up from 
3,259 the previous Monday, May 3.
   On Monday, May 10, the separate totals 
released by the Wayne County Health 
Department for the tri-community were: 
Van Buren Township, 2,206 positive cases, 
38 deaths; city of Belleville, 481 positive 
cases, 21 deaths; and Sumpter Township 
632 positive cases, 8 deaths. 

“Half of the American people have 
never read a newspaper. Half never 

voted for President. One hopes it is the 
same half.”

– Gore Vidal

   • Thursday, May 13 – Free food every 
Thursday from 4 to 6 p.m. at BE Church, 
494 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, https://
bechurchfood.com/ .
   • Tuesday, May 18 – Forgotten Harvest 
Free Food Give Away runs from 2 to 4 
p.m., or while supplies last, every Tuesday 
at Van Buren Township Hall, 46425 Tyler 
Rd. Volunteers will load fresh groceries 
into the vehicle of anyone in need. You can 
also get food for neighbors and friends/
relatives.
   • Tuesday, May 18 – Forgotten Harvest 
Free Food Give Away at noon every 

Tuesday until further notice at Romulus 
High School, 9650 S. Wayne Rd. 
Information: Virginia Williams, (734) 673-
8396
   • Thursday, May 20 – Free food every 
Thursday from 4 to 6 p.m. at BE Church, 
494 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, https://
bechurchfood.com/ .
   • Wednesday, June 2 – Food truck and 
live music on Fourth Street Place, in front 
of the library in downtown Belleville. 
Street closed 5-9 p.m.
   • Thursday, June 3 – Red Cross Blood 
Drive, noon to 5:45 p.m., Van Buren 
Township Hall, 46425 Tyler Rd.
   • Saturday, June 5 – Flower sale at the 
Fourth Street Square by the Huron Valley 
Conservation Association as a fund-raiser 
for its ongoing conservation projects.
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CommerCial  –  residential

ASPHALT SEALCOAT ENVIRONMENTALLY SAFE!

SEALCOATING & STRIPING

• sealcoating

• Hot rubberized Crack Filler

• striping & Painting roads

• Curbs & Parking lots

• all Cement Work

HOT ASPHALT PAVING

• 2 Course Paving

• driveways  •  Parking lots

• Churches & schools

• Basketball & tennis Courts

• apartments  •  roads
• InItIal new tear Out & replace
• caps & patches
• Install asphalt curbs
• we buIld Our asphalt tO last a lIfetIme! licensed - Bonded - insured - Free estimates

Grant Memering - Owner Operator

WHY
sHoP

aroUnd?

Get tHe
Best

aroUnd!
734-775-8341

Notice for Seniors
Do You Want To Hear Better?

Beltone, the MOST TRUSTED NAME
IN HEARING AIDS, wishes to test a
remarkable new hearing instrument in
the area. This offer is free of charge
and you are under no obligation. The
revolutionary 100% Digital instruments
use the latest technology to comfortably
and almost invisibly help you hear
more clearly. This technology solves
the “stopped up ears”, “head in
a barrel” sensation some people
experience, and has been clinically
demonstrated to improve hearing in
noisy environments. If you wish to
participate, you will be required to have
your hearing tested in our office FREE
OF CHARGE to determine candidacy.
A limited number of qualified seniors
are needed to try this product. NO
PURCHASE   is   necessary, however   you
may purchase Beltone ImagineTM Technology at a reduced rate.

We support & honor most Medicare and discount plans 
including BCBS/TruHearing, Silverscript and more. We 
offer professional award winning service, technology, 
and a FREE LIFETIME BELCARE TREATMENT PLAN.

CALL US DIRECTLY TO MAXIMIZE YOUR MEDICARE BENEFIT!

ImagineTM Technology
• Instant fit - a single office visit
  is all it takes
• Easy to use and wear

All-day comfort
• Hear effortlessly in noisy places,

watching TV, or on the phone.
• Tiny size and great price!

SAVE $1,000 THIS WEEK!*

Look!
She’s

wearing new
open ear

technology!

Call
Now!

*Offer valid towards purchase of two Beltone Imagine hearing instruments. $500 off a single instrument.
See Stores for details. Beltone 2021™

www.BeltoneHearingAid.com

Belleville
889 Sumpter Rd.

734-256-4113

Ann Arbor
4076 Packard St.

734-389-8725

Ann Arbor
283 S. Zeeb Rd., Suite F

734-274-6794
www.beltonehearingaid.com

Following CDC guidelines with 1 on 1 appointments and curbside services available.

Beltone USA- Prescriptive Hearing
 Instruments and treatment plans

 that enhance your life!

Call NOW to schedule your free appointment!

“Hello friends, my name is 
Willow. I’m a 2 ½ year old 
Domestic Shorthair mix. I 
came to the shelter with a 
litter of three kittens. They’ve 
all been adopted and now 
I’m waiting for a home of my 
own. My favorite activities 
include sitting on the window 
ledges and following people 
around. When I’m really 
comfortable I like to stretch 
my back legs out and relax. 
I’m not always in the mood 
for pets but I do like to trot 
along behind people like a 
little shadow.
I get along with the other 
cats here at the shelter 
(including the senior cats 
when I manage to sneak in 
their room), so I would love 
to have a feline sibling or two 
to hang out with. I haven’t 
met many dogs before, but 
perhaps I’d get along with 
an older or calmer dog that 
isn’t too interested in me. I 
don’t think I’d like little kids 
that want to cuddle and pick 
me up all the time, but older 
kids and teens that can give 
me space would be okay.
If you’re interested in 
adopting me, you can go to 
friendsofmichigan.org/
adoption-application 
to submit an application. I’m 
spayed, micro-chipped, up 
to date on my vaccines, and 
FIV/FeLuk negative.

willow

Orphan
Of the

Week

Five Belleville Bass will 
be displayed at Van 
Buren Township sites
   The Belleville Area Council for the Arts 
is providing five of its ten Belleville Bass 
sculptures decorated by 
artists to be displayed 
without charge in Van 
Buren Township. The 
other five will be in the 
city of Belleville and 
their locations have yet 
to be announced.
   In VBT the four-foot-
tall, fiberglass sculptures on cement slabs 
will be placed at:
   • Atchinson Ford;
   • The former DNR parcel north of the 
Belleville Bridge;
   • Fire Station #1 at Hull and Sumpter 
roads;
   • Quirk Park, near the splash pad; and
   • French Landing Park on Haggerty Road.

Upcoming Meetings
   • Thursday, May 13 – Keystone Academy 
School Board, 6 p.m. Also, Sumpter 
Township Planning Commission, 7 p.m. 
Also, Belleville Planning Commission, 7 
p.m.
   • Monday, May 17 – Van Buren Township 
work/study session at 4 p.m. Also, 
Belleville City Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, May 18 – Van Buren Township 
regular meeting at 6 p.m.
   • Wednesday, May 19 – Belleville 
Downtown Development Authority, 
5:30 p.m. Also, Van Buren Township 
Environmental Commission, 7 p.m.
   • Monday, May 24 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m.
   • Tuesday, May 25 – Van Buren Township 
Downtown Development Authority, 5:30 
p.m. Also, Sumpter Township workshop 
and regular meeting at 6 p.m.
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More Letters

Licensed and insured
Call for a Free estimate

734-421-9100

Serving The
New Boston Area

For Over 32 Years!

www.biLLysrooFing.com

WE’RE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 8 A.M.
Gift Certificates Available

9015 Haggerty Rd.
Belleville, MI www.robsonflowers.com

734-397-2252

 Annuals    Vegetables
 Specialty and Potted Plants
 Posey Bags    Patio Pots
 Hanging Baskets

CElEBRAtINg OuR 92ND YEAR!

Huge thank you to BYC 
volunteers for cleanup
To the editor:
   A HUGE thank you to everyone who 
came out for our first BYC Belleville Lake 
cleanup day of 2021! We had around 35 
hard-working and fun folks tackling the 

incredible amount of trash on and under 
the Rawsonville Road bridge. We then 
teamed up with the DNR to scour trash at 
the boat launch and then clear brush along 
their parking lot on this beautiful Saturday.
   One down, two to go!
   Next date is next Saturday, May 15, when 
we will converge on the Belleville and 
Denton Road bridges and lakeshore. 

Chris Donley
Van Buren Township
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FINANCING AVAILABLE...
60 MONTHS 0% APR

CALL 734-390-4922
$109

TUNE UP DIAGNOSTIC 
WITH COMBUSTION 

ANALYZER

$125 OFF
ENERGY
AUDIT

10% OFF
HUMIDIFIER & 
AIR PURIFIER

25% OFF
ANY A/C OR 

HEATING 
SERVICE

Not valid with any other offer.  
Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon • Limited Time Only.
Must present coupon at time of service.

Not valid with any other offer.  
Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon • Limited Time Only.
Must present coupon at time of service.

Not valid with any other offer. 
Some restrictions may apply. 

Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon • Limited Time Only.
Must present coupon at time of service.

• We follow all CDC  
Covid-19 guidelines

• All technicians are  
trained and background 
checked.

• We offer indoor air quality 
products keeping your 
family safe from viruses

• Better Business Bureau  
approved

Regular $159. 
Not valid with any other offer.  

Not valid holidays, weekends, evenings.
With C&G coupon. Must present coupon 

at time of service. Some restrictions apply. 
Tune up is eligible for a utility rebate. 

Heating • Air Conditioning • Refrigeration • Duct Cleaning 
Furnace Experts • Insurance Claims • Boiler Specialists

Since
1980

Licensed & 
Insured

Previous orders excluded. Not valid 
with any other offer. Must present 

coupon at time of quote. Limited time only.

$200 OFF
ANY AIR 

CONDITIONER OR 
FURNACE 

INSTALLATION

All Technicians Wear Covid-19 Protection

Connect 
with us Airdoctorshvacservice.com

TREE SERVICE, INC.

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD*

Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning • Brush Removal

Stump Grinding

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com
*Only valid at time Of estimate.

“Celebrating 78 Years & Still Growing”

Our greenhOuse is Open, with 
prOper sOcial distancing. 

Visit Our website @
www.Zywickigreenhouse.com

Zywicki Greenhouses, Inc.
  50705 Willow Rd., Belleville, MI  48111

4 Mile East of Rawsonville Rd.,
3 Miles West of Sumpter Rd.

OPEN 7 DAYS
@ 8am

(734) 256-1923
www.ZywickiGreenhouse.com

• Bedding Plants • Flats
• Planters • Hanging Baskets
• Window Boxes • Rose Bushes

Over 48 Varieties of Tomato 
Plants & Some Heirlooms.

Our selectiOn is bigger than ever!

   The Belleville Area Council for the Arts 
is bringing back the Community Art FISH 
Project for the summer of 2021.  BACA is 
asking artists of all ages to decorate a fish 
cutout for the first time or add a newly 
designed piece to the past collection. 
   FISH blanks are now available at the 
Belleville Area District Library.  All artists 
are encouraged to pick up a FISH, decorate 
it and return it to the library by June 15.
   The school of FISH will again be displayed 
on the shoreline of Belleville Lake at 
Horizon Park. This year the FISH will be 
ready to highlight the Belleville Lake Fest 
activities, set for June 25-27. 
   The popular Music Lakeside will resume 
on Thursday evenings at 7 p.m., June 24-
Aug. 19, at Horizon Park. Concert goers at 
BACA’s Music Lakeside enjoy perusing the 
Community Art Project during intermission.
   They will all remain swimming along the 
lake shore until late October.
   Steps to take part in the FISH Art Project:
   1. Pick up a wooden FISH at Belleville 
Area District Library.
   2. Paint, decoupage, add decorative pieces.  
Be creative!
   3. Sign and date the back of FISH.
   4. Return decorated FISH to the library 
by June 15.
   5. A donation of $5 is recommended to 
support the FISH Project, but it is not 
required.
Visit: www.bacaart.org for more 
information.

BACA FISH Project 
continues



Page 12� Belleville Area Independent/May 13, 2021May 13, 2021/Belleville Area Independent� Page 13

(continued on page 13)

Specializing in large and HazardouS removalS

Professional
Tree service
24 Hr. EmErgEncy SErvicE
TrEE Trimming & rEmoval

STump & SHrubbEry rEmoval
cranE SErvicE  •  FirEwood

Fully inSurEd  •  FrEE ESTimaTES
SEnior ciTizEn diScounT

emergencies & 
Belleville area

Call Tom (734) 864-2243
10% off menTion aD
Call Joe (734) 664-9285

36 Main Street
Downtown
Belleville

Denny’s Barber

 Shop &

734-697-4485
Walk Ins & Appointments

Gift
CertifiCates 

available

Mother’s Day Month!

Like Us On

Celebrate Mom
All Month Long,
She’s Worth It!

MOM

$10 OFF
salon serviCes
With hott hair Coupon. ExpirEs 5/31/2021

Give the Gift
of beauty!

Accurate Dental Denture Inc.

“Serving the community for over 20 years.”
Crowns  •  root Canals  •  ExtraCtions  •  Fillings

whitEning  •  Bonding  •  dEnturEs (soFt & FlExiBlE)

734-697-5477
781 sumpter rd. Belleville

(In Belle Plaza)

COMPLETE DENTURE or PARTIAL
With Coupon

$45000

HealtHy Kids dental
Accepting Blue Cross Complete,
united health, Molina, Wellcare,

Meridian & Medicaid!

EaCh

Call
For

Details

SAme DAy Denture repAIrS
Immediate Dentures and

Flippers Available.

Quality Dentures at
Affordable prices!

SenIor & mIlItAry
DIScountS

new pAtIent
SpecIAl

$4999 Includes
Exam, Cleaning

& X-Rays
With

Coupon 

We are noW open and have implemented personal 
protective measures to serve you safely.

NOW OPEN FOR THE SEASON!
43250 Tyler road!

(1.25 Miles East of Belleville Road)

Greenhouse & FloristGARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

 

 

Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-6pm • Saturday 9am-4pm Sunday 10am-2pm
Email us at miflower@sbcglobal.net

www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

Shop at Your  
Local Certified  

Floral Designers! 
Large selection of Fresh Flowers

BEAUTIFUL
MICHIGAN GLADS

10 STEM BUNCH ONLY
$3.99

ALL PERENNIALS Half Off!

Garden Fantasy
10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

Garden Fantasy
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand
Opening!

$5.00 Off Fresh Flower Purchase 
of $25 or more! (Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Garden Fantasy
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Telephone: (734) 699-7370

38th
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

Garden Fantasy
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand

Garden Fantasy
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Telephone: (734) 699-7370

GARDEN FANTASY
10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

 

 

Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-6pm • Saturday 9am-4pm Sunday 10am-2pm
Email us at miflower@sbcglobal.net

www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

Shop at Your  
Local Certified  

Floral Designers! 
Large selection of Fresh Flowers

BEAUTIFUL
MICHIGAN GLADS

10 STEM BUNCH ONLY
$3.99

ALL PERENNIALS Half Off!

Greenhouse
Flowers

Vegetables
Flats

Hanging baskets
Perennials

seeds
bag soil

exPert adVice
open: Monday – Friday 9 a.m. – 6 p.m.

Saturday 9 a.m. – 5 p.m. • Sunday 10 a.m. – 4 p.m.

(734) 697-1765
Fax: (734) 699-0505 Accepted

CELEBRATE
FLOWER DAYS!

MAY 14TH – 16TH

Courtesy of Belleville High School
Belleville High School senior Kyler 
Warren has signed to play baseball at Alma 
College next year.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The night before he shot four people to 
death in a house on Martinsville Road in 
Sumpter Township Aug. 15, Raymond Lee 
Bailey sent a text to his girlfriend, “Feeling 
like clearing the scumbags out of my 
house, vigilante-style.”
   This was one piece of the evidence 
brought forth at Bailey’s April 26, live, 
day-long preliminary exam before 34th 
District Court Judge Lisa Martin. Since 
it was being cablecast via YouTube, she 
asked all witnesses that may be called not 
to watch or listen to the exam. She also 
had Sumpter Township Captain Patrick 
Gannon removed from the waiting room.
   More than 569 people watched the exam 
on YouTube.
   After all the evidence was presented, 
Judge Martin bound Bailey over to circuit 
court at the Frank Murphy Hall of Justice 
to face four, first-degree, premediated 
murder charges and four felony firearm 
charges. Conviction on just one murder 
charge could bring life in prison.
   His arraignment on the information was 
set for May 3, at circuit court and then reset 
at circuit court for May 4. At that time he 
was referred to pre-trial services for a bond 
review and a calendar conference set for 
May 7 before Judge Kelly Ramsey. Later a 
final conference was set for June 9.
   Bailey had been in the Wayne County 
Jail without bond since his arraignment on 
Aug. 19.
   A preliminary examination at district 
court is held to see if there is probable 
cause that a crime was committed and, 
if so, that Bailey, 37, of Wyandotte, was 
involved.
   Wayne County Assistant Prosecutor 
Tara Math Hindelang’s first witness was 
Christine Shepherd, who is an emergency 
dispatcher for Huron and Sumpter 
townships and was on duty at the time of 
the shootings. She recalled a “unique” 911 
call with yelling, a loud noise, and then 
silence. She called back and there was no 
answer and she also handled an unrelated 

Court Watching:

Ray Bailey bound over to circuit 
court for four Sumpter Twp. murders

911 hang up.
   Shepherd said she got the location of the 
call and whether there had been contact 
there before and the name of the phone 
owner. Then she dispatched officers to 
24914 Martinsville Rd.
   Next witness was Sumpter Police Officer 
Sean Hudson and Assistant Prosecutor 
Carley Koks took over the questioning. 
Officer Hudson said he was dispatched 
to the single-family residence and a black 
Ford Taurus registered to Raymond Bailey 
was in the driveway. The officer parked on 
the roadway. He knocked twice at the front 
door with no response.
   Hudson said he walked to the back of 
the house and found a single female laying 
on the back deck, with blood around her 
from her head and arm. There were empty 
shell casings and an empty clip nearby. He 
testified he went back to his patrol car to 
get his rifle. He held the property until help 
came.
   He testified Sgt. Beth Egerer arrived 
and they waited for the third officer, K-9 
Officer Hickman from Huron Township. 
He said they approached the house and 
Hudson called out, “Sumpter Police. Make 
yourself known.” Hickman also called out 
and there was no reply.
   Hudson testified they entered the house 
and found a second female with two 
gunshots to the head and in the living room 
there was a male slumped over to the right 
with a gunshot would. Then, they found a 
second male who had been shot. He testified 
he did not touch the bodies and he found 
no weapons or guns. Hickman cleared the 
shed on the property. Paramedics came and 
checked all four bodies with no pulse on 
any subject and then they left the scene.
   Hudson said he had been to the location 
before when there was a domestic violence 
call concerning Raymond Bailey and Laura 
Tanner, one of the deceased. He said it was 
Oct. 30, 2019 and a small caliber firearm 
was involved. On that date he went to a 
location on Willow Road and Bailey was 
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Court watching
(continued from page 12)

EXPRESS TIRE
AND AUTOMOTIVE REPAIR

10625 Belleville Road, Belleville, MI 48111  (734) 697-2424
• State-Certified Mechanics • Oil Changes • Tune-Ups •

• Brakes • Shocks/Struts • Front-End Work •
• Alignments • Batteries • Charging Systems •

• Radiator & Transmission Fluid Changes •
• Check-Engine Light Diagnostics •

Hours:
Monday – Friday  7:30 a.M. – 6:00 p.M. • saturdays  8:00 a.M. – 2:00 p.M.

Visit www.EXPREsstiREMi.coM FoR
Digital couPons & tiRE PRicing!

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole

152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111 www.amyeversolelaw.com

Call 734-718-8574

• Estate Planning  • Probate  • Criminal Law
• Family Law  • Property Law

SAND
& GRAVEL

734 697-1183  45697 Ecorse Rd. • Van Buren Twp.

Website:  yostsandandgravel.com
Email:      yostsandandgravel@gmail.com

Hours
Monday – Saturday

8 a.M. – 6 p.M.
Sunday

9 a.M. – 3 p.M.

CommerCial & residential
Buy From Where The Landscapers Buy!

MULCH SALE
$3099

Per Yard

OTHER AREAS
AvAilAblE!

TOPSOIL
DELIVERED TO BELLEVILLE ONLY

3 Yards  $80*

5 Yards  $105*

6 Yards  $128*

7 Yards  $146*

8 Yards  $164*

10 Yards  $200*

*Plus Tax

100% COMPOST
or 50/50 MIX

3 Yards  $100*

4 Yards  $125*

5 Yards  $150*

6 Yards  $175*

7 Yards  $200*

8 Yards  $225*

10 Yards  $270*

*Plus Tax

there. Bailey turned over the firearm police 
after retrieving it from beneath a trailer at 
the back of the property.
   Hudson said on Aug. 15 he was directed 
to go door to door for a surveillance 
camera and he found none. He then was 
directed to search for the cell phone that 
had been used to call 911. It was Neil 
Sampson’s phone, another of the deceased, 
and Hudson and two other officers from 
Huron Township searched couldn’t find it. 
It was thought to be somewhere in a half-
mile range in the dense brush area between 
the church on Sumpter Road and the house 
on Martinsville.
   Next witness was Sumpter Police Sgt. 
Elizabeth Egerer who was in charge of road 
patrol during that shift and was dispatched 
to the address. She, too, retrieved her patrol 
rifle from the scout car because Hudson had 
seen empty shells outside. She testified the 
K-9 team from Huron Township arrived 
and assisted Hudson with the search of the 
home.
   Sgt. Egerer testified that the first female 
was lying in a pool of blood and there was 
a bloody footprint. She said another female 
was halfway between the laundry room and 
the kitchen and she had a bullet in her face 
and earlobe. A white male was lying on the 
couch with no pulse either and a dog over 
him. She said victim four had no pulse. She 
testified she took photos and texted them to 
Detective John Toth.
   Egerer said she backed out of the home 
and the medic unit came to make sure 
there were no signs of life. She also made 
arrangements to have the Michigan State 
Police crime scene unit come out and they 

retrieved one of the dogs out of the home 
to make sure nothing was disturbed. On 
the dog tags were an address and phone 
number, a website, and multiple people 
listed in Detroit.
   The car in the driveway was registered 
to Ray Bailey and since Bailey had been 
arrested for domestic violence at this 
location, he became a suspect in the 
investigation of the murders.
   Egerer testified she talked to the neighbor 
across the street and the woman mentioned 
that she had heard multiple gunshots 
around noon that day and she looked out 
the window and didn’t see anything.
   Egerer said they received information 
Bailey was driving a truck. His phone and 
the truck were registered to Laura Tanner.
   Prosecutor Hindelang entered into 
evidence the post-mortem reports for the 
four victims, listing multiple gunshot 
wounds as the cause of death for three, 
with a shot to the chin listed for Forrest 
Sampson, and all were deemed homicides.
   The fourth witness was Joseph Socia, 
who testified he had been friends with 
Bailey since grade school and they were 
very close. She said Laura Tanner was 
Bailey’s girlfriend about 12 to 13 years 
and that ended about two years ago and he 
started dating someone else. There were 
bad relations between him and his ex, 
Socia testified.
   He said on Aug. 15 he got a phone call at 
about 5 p.m. from Craig Blankenship who 
told him about what happened. Socia said 
he lives in the Upper Peninsula and he was 
building a barn. He said he drove to the 
Flint area to look for Bailey.
   Socia testified that Bailey drove a four-
door, white Chevy Silverado and it was 
financed through Laura. He said Bailey 
gave her money for the payments which 

were made in her name.
   Socia said he called Bailey and he was 
confused and upset. He said he asked 
Bailey what he did and he said he is lost 
and doesn’t know where he is. “I told him 
I’d bring him in to the police,” he testified. 
It was a five-minute phone call and then 
Socia got on the road and started driving 
south.
   Socia said he called his cousin who is a 
detective and he advised him to call Det. 
Toth, which he did, and told him he is 
Ray’s friend, he’s made contact and he’s 
going to bring him in so nobody gets hurt.
   Socia said Bailey was driving and trying 
to find a landmark because he was lost 
and they wanted to get together. Socia 
testified Bailey said he made a mistake and 
something bad happened.
   Socia said the following day he mentioned 
what he did and Socia said he told him 
to stop and not tell him about it. He said 
Bailey told him he ended up pulling the 
trigger and killing four people.
   Then, Socia became unable to contact 
Bailey because the phone was dead, lost 
or gone. Socia said Bailey had told him he 
would park his truck at Applebee’s in Bay 
City and would meet him at Speedway. 
Socia said he was aware Bailey carried 
guns, a small one on him and a .45, usually 
carried in his Bugout Bag in the back of his 
locked truck.
   While Socia was looking for Bailey, Socia 
said he was picked up by police in Bay 
City and Sumpter Township police came in 
and talked to him from midnight to 1 a.m. 
and then he went back to the Speedway and 
didn’t find Bailey.
   Socia testified that Bailey told him they 
were harassing him, threatening to take 
the house and take the truck. He said the 
house was financed by him but was in her 
name (because she had better credit). Their 
agreement had been to give the car and 
$10,000 to her and the house would go to 
him.
   “There was a lot of contention over the 
property,” Socia said.
   He said after he couldn’t find Bailey he 
left Bay City and went home. He got a call 
from Bailey from an unknown number 
and Bailey said he had gone to a hotel and 
passed out. He said he was ready for Socia 
to bring him in to the police.
   Socia said he picked him up north of Bay 

City and took him to the police department. 
He said he saw an officer walking into the 
police building and he told the officer he 
was bringing someone in. That officer said 
OK, went in and got two more officers, 
and then spoke to Bailey, grabbed him and 
arrested him.
   He said he waited for two to three hours 
for the U.S. Marshals to arrive to transport 
Bailey to Sumpter. He said he’s been in 
communication with Bailey since then.
   Socia testified that on the evening before 
the shooting he had received a phone call 
from Bailey who said he was upset because, 
“they were threatening him, would take his 
house and bike.”
   Socia said he told Bailey to come upstate, 
“and I’d give him one of my vehicles. I told 
him to calm down, come up north. He was 
a little stressed, but didn’t sound that angry. 
He was overall calm for the most part.”
   Socia said Bailey told him Laura was at 
it again and acting stupid and he was tired 
of it.
   Under cross-examination by defense 
attorney Sharon Woodside, Socia said 
Bailey and Laura had a number of 
breakups and then went back together. 
Socia said now, they were backing out of a 
deal and Bailey never made threats to harm 
anybody. After 5 p.m., Aug. 15, Bailey was 
lost, upset and was crying. Socia said he 
was concerned Bailey would harm himself.
   “I told him there’s no forgiveness for this 
and he had to turn himself in,” Socia said.
   Fifth witness was Briana Allen, Bailey’s 
current girlfriend who has lived with him 
in Wyandotte for about a year. She said 
Bailey also had property in Kinross in 
the Upper Peninsula. She said Bailey’s 
relationship with Laura was “unwell” and 
he was trying to get Laura to sell the house, 
where she was living.
   He also was trying to get the white truck 
out of Laura’s name, and an RV also was in 
her name. They had a dog in common and 
the dog was with her now. She said on Aug. 
14, they were living together and she was 
going to his sister’s house in New Boston. 
She said Bailey went to the doctor with her 
and then she went to her sister’s house in 
New Boston. That’s the last time she has 
seen him in person, she testified.
   She said she turned her phone over to the 
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ANY CONDITION OK
CALL US AND GET YOUR PRICE.

AERO REALTY
35890 GODDARD

ROMULUS, MI 48174
313-402-0187 or 734-941-4595

$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$$

CASH FOR YOUR HOME
CASH FOR YOUR HOME

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
WANTED

Cash For Salvage & 
Scrap Vehicles.

7 Days. Free Towing.
Licensed & Insured.

(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

H & W
TOP DOLLAR $

SERVICES

FOUND

SERVICES

A&L SERVICES
Home Improvement & 

Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 

Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators • Washers
Dryers • Ranges
$40 House Call

Call Monday-Friday, 9am-4:30pm

(734) 782-3354

plumbing • sewer
drains • handyman
Gutters Cleaned! 
Power Washing!

CALL US!
Local To The

Belleville Area. Call
(313) 740-6276. 

Ask For Bill.

FOR SALE

VEHICLE FOR SALE

HELP WANTED

HELP WANTED

Cedar Woods assisted 
Living has an in-house beauty 
shop & are looking for a licensed 

beautician to care for all hair 
types & textures one to two 

days per week. The individual 
would be responsible to bill the 

resident’s family/responsible 
parties for the service.

Please email your resume’ to 
rwojo@cedarwoodsllc.com

The City of Belleville 
is accepting 

applications for part 
time D.P.W. seasonal 

help. Applications 
are available at

Belleville City Hall
6 Main Street

Belleville, MI 48111
Attn: Rick Rutherford

Beltone is seeking a medical 
receptionist to work in our 

Belleville office, this position 
will be 34 hours per week, with 
a set schedule. This position 

will offer PTO, Medical, Dental, 
401K and Life insurance. Waiting 

period will apply. Primary 
responsibilities; answer phones 
with a smile, greeting patients, 

setting appointments using 
company based software, using 

common office equipment to 
include; scanning, faxing and 
emailing.  If you have previous 
experience in an office setting, 

please email your resume to  
hr@beltonehearingaid.com, in 
the subject line put Belleville. 

Pay will be based on experience.

Local Builder looking 
for carpenter or skilled 

laborer. Call John at 
Timberwolf Construction. 

(734) 740-5224

FOOD GRADE BARRELS – Various 
sizes & styles. Inventory & pictures 
at www.mattsbarrels.com Call/text 
(734) 474-5981. Located in Willis.  07/22

------------
50 BALES GRASS HAY. Local. $125 for 
all. (734) 890-1088                               05/13

------------
2 GRAVE LOTS. Lot 2732 & Lot 2733 
in Washtenong Memorial Park. $1,500/ea. 
(cash only). Text only (734) 879-1438 or 
email: barrycorwin1943@gmail.com    05/13

------------
DIEHARD SILVER BATTERY stored 
on charger, 650, 36R-1, like new (used 2 
hours) $75. Thule hitch 2-bike rack, used 
once, $85. (734) 892-8612                   05/13

------------
BABY TURKEYS, GUINEAS & 
DUCKLINGS. Farm fresh chicken & 
duck eggs. Also, raw honey for sale. 
Text (734) 812-5119 for details.     05/13

------------
PORTER CABLE double insulated 
circular builders saw, $150. Delta 10” 
Compound Miter Saw, 15 amp, $100. 
Delta 12” Sliding Compound Miter Saw 
Cruzer brand new, $300 (was $500), 28” 
deck Troy Bilt snow thrower storm, $300. 
(734) 787-9627                                    05/20

------------
KENMORE GAS LAUNDRY 
CENTER.  Large stainless steel tub & 
drum, 27” wide, 29” deep, 75” high, 
includes hoses. $450. (734) 219-2601 
leave message & phone#.        05/20

------------
1998 MTD YARD MACHINE 
riding mower. Will not go into gear. 
Some new tires & parts. Best Offer. 
(734) 787-8202                       05/27

------------
1989 COLEMAN POP-UP 
CAMPER – no leaks. $300. Call 
Brian at  (734) 635-1030               05/27

------------
BED, single w/orthopedic mattress 
& 3 storage drawers beneath. Must 
disassemble. $275. 2 chairs, modern 
swivel recliners, black metal base. $250. 
(734) 697-0903                                                             05/27

------------

1998 TOYOTA AVALON LS 4-door 
Sedan. Excellent condition inside & out. 
A classic beauty. Low miles. $3,750 OBO 
Private Owner (734) 695-0819         05/20

------------
2006 PONTIAC GRAND PRIX 4-door 
Sedan. Low miles, full power & air, nice 
tires, no rust. Private owner. $3,850. 
(734) 695-0819                            05/20

------------

YOUNG BLACK & WHITE FEMALE 
CAT found at Morton Taylor/Ecorse 
intersection in late April. (734) 325-7817. 
No answer/leave message.                   05/27

------------

------------
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                              TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Dr. 
(734) 697-5600                         TFN

------------
TOP DOLLAR PAID FOR VEHICLES in 
good condition. Don’t trade it, sell it to me. 
(734) 695-0819                                05/20

------------

------------
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
No job too small. Interior/exterior 
painting, hang wallpaper, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774       10/07

------------

HANDYMAN WORK, PRIVACY 
FENCING, decks, tilling for gardens and 
deer feed plots. Some landscaping, some 
excavating. (734) 635-0065 – Jay.        05/27

------------

DEPENDABLE LAWN SERVICE 
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL. 
Lawn cutting – Aerating – Mulch – Shrub 
Trimming – Spring Clean-up – Power 
Raking – Sod & Seeding – Rototilling. 
(734) 587-2410 or (734) 693-4712   08/26

-----------
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR MAINTENANCE. 
Leaf removal, painting, deck 
staining, powerwashing, roof & 
gutter leaks, landscape maintenance. 
(734) 796-3628                       05/20

------------

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real 
Estate Firm. For appointment call 
(734) 697-1800                            TFN

------------

LIGHT YARD WORK. Planting, 
weeding & spring cleanup. $10/hr. 
(734) 968-0162                        05/13

------------
SEMI DRIVER, TANDEM DUMP 
TRUCK DRIVER & A LABORER. 
Good pay every Friday. Local company. 
(313) 350-6875                            05/20

------------
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(continued on page 16)

Court watching
(continued from page 13)

Dudek Heating & Cooling
Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured • Free Estimates • Furnaces • Boilers
Air Conditioning • Duct Work • Humidifiers • Water Heaters

Generators • Electrical • Plumbing
Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, MI 48111

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

LLC

•  Storm Clean Up
•  Free Estimates
•  Tree Topping & Trimming
•  Tree & Shrub Removal
•  Stump Removal • Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts

50% discount if you keep wood/brush!

BONECUTTERS
Tree eXPerTS, LLC

(734) 431-4202

PrOFeSSIONAL SerVICe
YeAr rOUND

There are two types of economies. Market Driven 
and Government Driven. There has never been a 
successful Government Driven economy. That is 
just a fact. Socialist Democrats are Government 
Driven. Capitalism is Market Driven. There are 

560 billionaires in America. There are 11 million 
millionaires in America. Of the 11 million, 5.7 

million have 1 million cash. Since 2017, 700,000 
new millionaires now exist. I’m a capitalist.

How about you? Capitalism has always been the 
core of America. Vote capitalism.

Paid for by:  Freedom Speech - Veteran - Advocate. 
Financing the Belleville Area since 1972. Charles E. Tackett II

AMERICA         FIRST TO AMERICA LAST

CASH FOR GOLD!!!
By Appointment Only. Call 734-697-9110

Doing Business in Belleville Since 1986. Call 734-697-9110
Examples of items we will buy:

Chains, bracelets, earrings, broken or mismatched items,
Class rings, gemstones, wedding rings, diamonds, coins,

Dental gold, and sterling silver flatware!

$ WE PAY TOP
DOLLAR!

HONEST EVALUATION 
AT NO COST!

Sumpter PD and they kept the records of 
text messages from the evening of Aug. 14 
including one that said he wanted to “get 
the scumbag out of my home, vigilante-
like.”
   She said she spent the night at her sister’s 
and then went to her other sister in Milan. 

She said she got a message from Bailey’s 
best friend Socia that told her to stay at her 
sister’s place.
   She said she got a communication 
from Bailey at 7 p.m. Aug. 15 and she 
asked what was going on. She testified 
that Bailey said, “I shot them. Laura and 
whoever was in the house.” He said he was 
going to meet Socia and turn himself in. 
He told her to go get the dog and her stuff 
from the Wyandotte home where he paid 
the rent. He left money for her in the top 
drawer. She said the police came and she 
spoke with them.
   She testified Bailey had told her that 
some guys were calling and threatening to 
take the truck and motorcycle. “He hated 
her and didn’t want to deal with her any 
more,” Allen said. She said he wanted to 
sell the house but had to get her out of the 
house first.
   Sixth witness was Sumpter Det. George 
Salajan, who had been with the department 
for eight years. He said he was the co-
officer in charge of the case and was on the 
day shift the day of the homicides. He said 
he was called to the scene and spoke with 
Alexander Sampson, who showed up at the 
house. He had a dating relationship with 
Laura Tanner, Det. Salajan said. He also 
talked to Ms. Demetrio Bronaugh, who 
had downloaded videos from their Ring 
cameras about a mile down Martinsville 
Road from the murder site. The videos 
showed a white Silverado pickup with a cap 
first going northbound on Martinsville and 

then two minutes later going southbound 
quickly.
   Det. Salajan said he had traveled to Bay 
City and the MSP in Bridgeport examined 
the pickup. They found a small handgun in 
an area of the driver’s seat and a .45 caliber 
handgun in the locked truck. Det. Salajan 
also described what Bailey said during a 
one-hour-and-seven-minute interview by 
Det. Toth in Toth’s office.
   Salajan said Bailey said he and Tanner 
had been arguing the night before about the 
house and selling of the house and Bailey 
believed Tanner was stringing him along.
   He said on the next morning, Aug. 15, 
he called Tanner. She was supposed to 
be signing papers and the Realtor said he 
hadn’t heard from Tanner. Salajan reported 
Bailey said he just lost it when he found out 
Tanner wasn’t responding to the Realtor. 
He drove over to the house.
   He said he had been walking around in 
circles for the last two days. He said on the 
day of the murders he said he went to the 
house and he began arguing with Tanner 
and her sister, Sarah Grupa, when he was 
attacked by “two big bastards,” Neil and 
Forrest Sampson, who were cousins of 
the two females. He said he remembered 
fighting with one in the hallway. Bailey said 
the two males said the house was theirs and 
not Bailey’s and the girls laughed. “Shit 
got violent,” he told Toth.
   Salajan said in November 2020, MSP 
found clothing, a destroyed cell phone, and 
concealed pistol license in the area of the 
Applebee’s in Bay City where the truck 
Bailey was driving had been parked.
   Under cross-examination by defense 
attorney Woodside, Salajan said Bailey 
talked about getting a lawyer twice, maybe 
once more. He said Toth continued to talk 
to Bailey after the first time a lawyer was 
mentioned and the second time, Toth said 
Bailey had invoked his right to talk to an 
attorney and he stopped asking questions. 
He said the third mention of an attorney 
was when Toth asked who his attorney was.
   After this information was discussed 
the prosecutor and defense attorney met 
at the bench with Judge Martin and when 
they were done the video of the complete 
interview was run in the courtroom, but the 
YouTube video to the public was turned 
off.
   After the courtroom was reopened to 
the public, Prosecutor Hindelang made a 
motion to bind Bailey over to circuit court 
for the four murders and he was bound 
over.

School Board approves 
training to improve 
district cyber security

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The Van Buren Public Schools Board 
of Education voted unanimously to pay 
$25,974 for three years’ worth of cyber 
security training services from KnowBe4 
to keep the district safe.
   Sean Garland, the district’s IT Network 
Administrator, explained his request for 
the services during Monday’s in-person 
school board meeting.
   He said SET SEG (School Employees 
Trust / School Employers Group) recently 
conducted a cyber risk assessment of their 
education customers to determine the 
current state of preparedness with regards 
to phishing attacks, backup, and recovery 
of critical data and systems access.
   He said their initial focus is on staff 
cyber security awareness. Malware and 
ransomware attacks are on the rise and 
insurance payouts to recover data have 
skyrocketed, he said.
   Garland said email phishing campaigns 
are the most prevalent tactic used to deliver 
these attacks into a target network. SET 
SEG has recommended end-user security 
awareness training be implemented on an 
ongoing basis as a way to help mitigate 
these attacks.
   Garland said several companies that 
offered these services were contacted and 
the three largest responded with demos.
   Besides three months for free, 
KnowBe4 also is including at no charge 
a home-training course that anyone in the 
community can use for training in personal 
internet security. SET SEG recommended 
KnowBe4 for these services and negotiated 
a 25% discount for their customers.
   The service is scheduled to begin at the 
start of the 2021-22 school year.
   School Supt. Pete Kudlak said 12 school 
districts in the past 12 months have been 
cyber attacked with ransomware and had 
to pay $12,000 each to get their data back.
   Garland said the district has a method now 
to avoid cyber attacks, but it is manual. He 
said they need to get the staff alerted, along 
with the board members. This will not be 
extended to students.
   In other business at Monday’s meeting, 
the board:
   • Approved the Wayne RESA preliminary 
budget as presented. Finance Director Sara 
Cortese said the RESA budget is a basic 
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
CHARTER TOWNSHIP

OF VAN BUREN
BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING MINUTES

APRIL 20, 2021 ELECTRONICALLY VIA 
ZOOM

Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to 
order electronically via Zoom meeting ID: 
985 0716 3367 5:00 p.m. Present:  Supervisor 
McNamara, Treasurer Budd, Clerk Wright, 
Trustee Frazier, Trustee Martin, and Trustee 
Miller. Arriving at 6:00 p.m. following the closed 
session Trustee Boynton. Others participating, 
facilitating and monitoring the meeting: 
Secretary Montgomery, Public Services 
Department Director Best, Developmental 
Services Director Power, Communication 
Specialist Nichols and a maximum audience of 
twenty (20).
CLOSED SESSION:  Miller moved Frazier 
seconded to go into closed session at 5:06 
p.m. pursuant to MCL 5.268 - section (h) 
To consider the contents of an attorney-
client communication. Roll Call Vote: Yeas: 
McNamara, Budd, Wright, Frazier, Martin, and 
Miller. Excused: Boynton. Motion Carried.
Miller moved, Frazier seconded to reconvene 
at 6:00 p.m. Roll Call Vote: Yeas: McNamara, 
Budd, Wright, Boynton, Frazier, Martin, and 
Miller.  Motion Carried.
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE 
AGENDA: Supervisor McNamara outlined the 
items appearing on the agenda. 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA: Frazier 
moved, Boynton seconded to approve the 
agenda. Roll Call Vote. Yeas: McNamara, 
Budd, Wright, Frazier, Martin, and Miller. 
Motion Carried.
ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA:  
Boynton moved, Miller seconded to approve 
the Consent Agenda: Board Meeting Minutes 
of April 6, 2021, Prepaid List of April 8, 
2021, Prepaid List of April 15 2021, Voucher 
List of April 20, 2021] Roll Call Vote. Yeas: 
McNamara, Wright, Budd, Boynton, Frazier, 
Martin, and Miller. Motion Carried.
PUBLIC HEARING: None. 
C O R R E S P O N D E N C E /
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 
Announced the continuation of Forgotten 
Harvest Food Pantry every Tuesday at 2 p.m. 
while supplies last. No registration or forms 
are required and you may pick up food for 
another family or neighbor. Anyone wishing 
to volunteer for the food pantry contact the 
Senior Center at 734-699-8918, beginning 
the week of April 26th the DDA will begin a 
sidewalk replacement project within the DDA 
boundaries, the Township will hold a Special 
Meeting to discuss the Sidewalk Replacement 
Program in the Van Buren Estates subdivision 
(a.k.a. Haggerty Sub) on Tuesday April 27, 
2021 at 7:00 p.m. via zoom. Interested persons 
may join the meeting at https://us02web.zoom.
us/j/89044013105 or calling in at 1 (312) 626-
6799, and a walk in Covid-19 vaccination clinic 
is being held Monday through Saturday from 
8 a.m. until 3:00 p.m. at the Wayne County 

Community College (Ted Scott Campus) 
located at 9555 Haggerty Rd in Van Buren 
Township. Vaccines are available for ages 
16+. For more information or to schedule an 
appointment call 866-610-3885.
PUBLIC COMMENT (Unfinished and 
New Business):  Resident asked if there were 
any road improvement updates slated for this 
year. The Supervisor indicated he will find 
out and post notice on the Township website. 
The Township was not notified of the closure 
of the bridge at Haggerty Road however has 
been advised it will re-open on Monday April 
26, 2021.
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
NEW BUSINESS:
Boynton moved, Miller seconded to approve 
the second (final) reading of Ordinance 04-06-
21(1) amendments to lot coverage and outdoor 
industrial storage area related to unenclosed 
roofed structures. Roll Call Vote. Yeas: 
McNamara, Budd, Wright, Boynton, Frazier, 
Martin, Miller. Motion Carried.
Martin moved, Miller seconded to approve the 
request for excavation, removal and off-site 
hauling of up to roughly 192,800 cubic yards of 
soil in order to create two (2) 5-acre irrigation 
ponds for agricultural purposes on three parcels 
south of Hull road between Martinsville 
and Sumpter Road. Roll Call Vote. Yeas: 
McNamara, Budd, Wright, Boynton, Frazier, 
Martin, Miller. Motion Carried. 
Clerk Wright requested to abstain from 
discussion and action on item #3 due to role 
as president of the Andover Farms Subdivision 
Homeowners Association. Budd moved, Miller 
seconded to approve allowing Clerk Wright 
to abstain from discussion and voting on the 
item. Roll Call Vote: Yeas: McNamara, Budd, 
Boynton, Frazier, Martin, Miller. Abstained: 
Wright. Motion Carried.
Miller moved, Frazier seconded to approve 
the 2021 Memorandums of Understanding 
with Walden Woods, Charter Club Estates, 
Andover Farms and Robinson River Park 
for participation in the Wayne County Local 
Road Initiative and authorize the Supervisor to 
execute the Memorandums of Understanding. 
Roll Call Vote. Yeas: McNamara, Budd, 
Boynton, Frazier, Martin, Miller. Abstained: 
Wright. Motion Carried.
REPORTS:  None.
PUBLIC COMMENT NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS: None.
BOARD COMMENT NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS: Director Power announced that on 
April 28th the introductory meeting for the 
Sumpter Rd. corridor planning webinar, BACA 
brought a bunch of fish sculptures and want the 
Township and DDA to purchase a fish sculpture 
to place around the Township. It was stated this 
is not a permissible government expense.
ADJOURNMENT: Budd moved, Martin 
seconded to adjourn at 6:54 p.m. Motion 
Carried.
Leon Wright, Township Clerk	
Kevin McNamara, Supervisor
Publish: May 13, 2021

CHARTER TOWNSHIP
OF VAN BUREN

BOARD OF TRUSTEES
MEETING MINUTES MAY 4, 2021 
ELECTRONICALLY VIA ZOOM

Supervisor McNamara called the meeting to 
order electronically via Zoom meeting ID: 
969 4910 5739 6:00 p.m. Present:  Supervisor 
McNamara, Treasurer Budd, Clerk Wright, 
Trustee Boynton, Trustee Martin, and Trustee 
Miller. Absent/Excused: Frazier. Others 
participating, facilitating and monitoring 
the meeting: Secretary Montgomery, 
Public Services Department Director Best, 
Developmental Services Director Power, 
Developmental Services Executive Assistant 
Renaud, Park and Recreation Director 
Zaenglein, Communication Specialist Nichols 
and a maximum audience of thirty (30).
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY OF THE 
AGENDA: Supervisor McNamara outlined the 
items appearing on the agenda. 
ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA:  Boynton 
moved, Miller seconded to approve the agenda. 
Roll Call Vote. Yeas: McNamara, Budd, Wright, 
Boynton, Martin, and Miller. Absent/Excused: 
Frazier. Motion Carried.
ADOPTION OF CONSENT AGENDA:   
Martin moved, Budd seconded to approve the 
Consent Agenda: Board Meeting Minutes of 
April 20, 2021, Closed Session Minutes of 
April 20, 2021, Prepaid List of April 22, 2021, 
Prepaid List of April 29 2021, Voucher List of 
May 4, 2021] Roll Call Vote. Yeas: McNamara, 
Wright, Budd, Boynton, Martin, and Miller. 
Absent/Excused: Frazier. Motion Carried.
PUBLIC HEARING: None. 
C O R R E S P O N D E N C E /
ANNOUNCEMENTS/PRESENTATIONS: 
The Van Buren Civic Fund has awarded the 
Township a grant in the amount of $43,000 
for improvements to the Van Buren Pickleball 
Courts, the Van Buren Township Downtown 
Development District has awarded the Township 
a grant in the amount of $1.137 million for the 
development of a theater in the new Recreational 
Facility, The Belleville Area Council for the 
Arts fish project will be displayed at Atchinson 
Ford, The old DNR parcel off Belleville Road, 
French Landing Park, Fire Station 1 (Sumpter 
and Hull) and Quirk Park near the Splash pad,  
thanked Board members for attending the 
Sumpter Corridor Improvements and Haggerty 
Subdivision Sidewalk Replacement Program 
meetings both of which were well attended 
by the public, additional meetings will be held 
and the Township continues to accept public 
comments, the Board anticipates finalizing the 
Haggerty Subdivision Sidewalk Replacement 
Program in the next four weeks, Board members 
attended a meeting with Representative Debbie 

Dingell and the U.S. Treasury to discuss the 
parameters associated with the Biden Recovery 
money, during the meeting the Township was 
advised that funds may be decreased from 
the $2.8 million they anticipated, Walk-up 
Covid-19 vaccinations are available for Wayne 
County residents 16+ at the Ted Scott Campus 
of Wayne County Community College (9555 
Haggerty Rd, Van Buren Township). The 
vaccine clinic is open from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m. 
Appointments are also available by calling 
1-866-610-3885 between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m., and 
read a correspondence from a resident thanking 
the Township for holding the informational 
question and answer meetings regarding the 
Haggerty Subdivision Sidewalk Replacement 
Proposal and open forums on the Sumpter 
Corridor Project.
PUBLIC COMMENT (Unfinished and New 
Business):  
UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
NEW BUSINESS:
Budd moved, Wright seconded to approve the 
first reading of Ordinance 5-4-21(1) to clarify 
required minimum useable floor area per 
dwelling unit in independent senior housing 
developments and to allow additional signage 
in senior housing developments. Roll Call Vote. 
Yeas: McNamara, Budd, Wright, Boynton, 
Martin, Miller. Absent/Excused: Frazier. 
Motion Carried.
Wright moved, Miller seconded to approve 
Davenport Brothers Construction for the French 
Landing Park Phase 1 Improvement Project in 
the amount of $277,163.00. Roll Call Vote. 
Yeas: McNamara, Budd, Wright, Boynton, 
Martin, Miller. Absent/Excused: Frazier. 
Motion Carried. 
Budd moved, Miller seconded to approve 
Zambelli Fireworks Company for the 2021 Van 
Buren Township Fireworks Show, scheduled 
for June 26, 2021, and authorize the Supervisor 
and Clerk to execute the agreement.  Roll 
Call Vote. Nays: McNamara, Budd, Wright, 
Boynton, Martin, and Miller. Absent/Excused: 
Frazier. Motion Failed.
REPORTS:  None.
PUBLIC COMMENT NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS: None.
BOARD COMMENT NON-AGENDA 
ITEMS: Board member commented that the 
Pickle Board courts are beautiful and they look 
forward to the shade structure and encourage 
residents to get vaccinated.
ADJOURNMENT: Miller moved, Boynton 
seconded to adjourn at 7:00 p.m. Motion 
Carried.
Leon Wright, Township Clerk
Kevin McNamara, Supervisor
Publish: May 13, 2021

Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice

rollover from last year because income 
from the state is in doubt in all the school 
districts and everyone will be having 
budget amendments in the future;
   • Was informed on details of the two Early 
Childhood Center technology contracts 
that total $216,410 that will be up for a 
board vote at the May 24 meeting. Rob 
Kakoczki of Plante Moran CRESA said 
there were ten bids on the two packages 
and recommended are low-bidder Digital 
Age Technologies for the first package 

School Board
(continued from page 15)

and third-highest bidder Security 101 
for the second contract. Garland said the 
first contract will be for the paging and 
bells system where the teacher also will 
have a microphone for voice and music 
and the superintendent eventually could 
do district-wide alerts that go into every 
classroom. The second contract is for the 
security system;
   • Heard presentations from the staffs 
of McBride, Rawsonville, and Haggerty 
schools about education during COVID. 
“We have some kids we haven’t seen 
in a while. That’s the bottom line,” said 
McBride Principal John Leroy. Haggerty 

Principal Becky Ross said some children 
don’t know learning any other way than by 
tablet or phone. “That’s all they’ve had,” 
she said of the four-year-old, pre-school 
students;
   • Discussed the COVID-19 Plan 
Reconfirmation, a procedure required 
every 30 days by the state; and
   • Was informed that the board will be 

required to appoint a representative and an 
alternate to vote in the upcoming Wayne 
RESA election. The representatives are to 
be appointed at the May 24 meeting to take 
part in the June 7 election. Up for election 
is one, six-year term and those running will 
be revealed to the board before the next 
meeting.
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Van Buren Public Schools Public Notice
VAN BUREN PUBLIC SCHOOLS

ADVERTISEMENT FOR BID
Van Buren Public Schools will receive sealed bid proposals until 2:00 p.m. on
May 28, 2021, for Professional Certification Robotic Arm Programming 
Class. Bids will be opened and publicly read aloud immediately following the 
deadline for submission. Van Buren Public Schools will not consider or accept 
a bid received after the date and time specified for the bid submission.

Bid documents may be viewed and downloaded at:  
https://5il.co/sg2w

Any questions, contact Sara Cortese at scortese@vanburenschools.net or 
Jeff Moore at jmoore@vanburenschools.net.
Publish: May 13, 2021

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Steve Davenport of Davenport Brothers 
Construction told the Van Buren Township 
Planning Commission why the Sumpter 
Road Corridor Plan was important to his 
company. This was at the April 28 zoom 

VBT planners spend entire meeting on Sumpter Corridor Plan
meeting via zoom completely devoted 
entirely to the Sumpter Road Corridor.
   The plan calls for overlay zoning of 
commercial over a strip of property along 
Sumpter Road from the city of Belleville 
to Bemis Road, where Sumpter Township 
begins. The township sent out more than 
66 invitations to attend this presentation on 
the plan, seeking input.
   Davenport said he has property in the 
city of Belleville, north of Hull Road. In 
Belleville there are a lot of marijuana 
industries. He said they haven’t made 
any decisions, but if they decide to sell 
property, “We want to keep every one of 
our tenants local.”
   He said his company purchased 455 and 
515 Sumpter Road and they’re talking 
to the farmer who owns property east of 
Sumpter Road on Hull.
   “Everyone likes to fast-track and you 
can’t do it without zoning,” Davenport 
said. He said the IP zoning in Belleville is 
flexible. 
   “I’m certainly for it,” he said of the 
Sumpter Road Corridor Plan. “If I was 
certain to have the zoning, I could bring 
more people in.”
   “We hear what you’re saying about 
businesses nearby and limits to where they 
are,” said Dan Power, VBT director of 
planning and economic development, who 
led the discussion period. This followed 
a 20-minute presentation on the plan by 
McKenna consultant Adam Cook.
   Bill Ellis spoke of the blighted property 
he bought at the corner of Cheney and 
Sumpter Road. He said he cleaned it up 
and is taking the parking lot out of the front 
for residential use, but the township won’t 
approve residential. Power said it was built 
as a home and then zoned commercial. 
Ellis said the house was empty for eight 
year and the lumber yard nearby empty 
three years.
   Ryan Ellis of Cheney Street said their 
neighbors were embarrassed by the house 
before his father fixed it and would give 
their guests roundabout directions to get to 
their homes.
   Roger King said that house was a house 
when it was built. “Why isn’t it a house? 
Put some people in there.”

   Edward Burger said he was happy the 
township is showing leadership in this 
corridor. He said he was born on the road 
in a house that burned down long ago. His 
family farmed it for 100 years and now 
there are tenant farmers from Milan who 
do a great job.
   He said north of Hull Road, it was 
developed over time and then it’s a clean 
slate down to Bemis. He said the Sumpter 
Road Corridor Plan calls for 400 feet in 
front in a strip along both sides of Sumpter 
Road with farms and residences behind 
that.
   “The opportunity is there,” Burger said. 
“They are looking for business places to go 
where the zoning/master plan allows.”
   He said the traffic on Sumpter Road is 
very heavy and noisy and is not a good 
place for a home.
   “You’ll be proud of what develops,” 
Burger said, noting he spent 16 years in the 
commercial real estate business.
   Carrie Fry asked if there are any proposed 
businesses who want to come in to Sumpter 
Road.
   “I’m brand new to the township and I 
travel into Belleville a decent amount…” 
she said.
   Power said businesses wanting to come 
in aren’t driving the planning process. He 
said they have to lay the process first.
   “Drive into Belleville,” said Matt Best, 
director of public services. “We want to 
keep people driving into Belleville. We 
don’t want to take away from them… No 
specific businesses. … What do you want?”
   “I moved here for rural nature,” she said, 
adding she would like sidewalks. She said 
she would stop at stores along the way, 
such as a new bakery or an ice cream shop.
   Joy Stevenson said she moved to the 
township two years ago from Detroit and 
is living on Sumpter Road at Belle Villa 
Boulevard. She said when they ride bikes 
to Belleville it is very dangerous. She said 
the speed limit is 40, and they are going 50.
   “If you extend the sidewalks down and 
create bike lanes, that would be really 
cool,” she said. “It’s not safe riding down 
Sumpter Road. The more businesses are 
coming, the more we need a way to get 
there.”
   She said when heading to Belleville they 
have to get to the Plaza sidewalk. They 
have also tried to get to the  Metroparks.
   Power read some written commentaries, 
with the first one from a Bemis Road 
resident. He said there is a bottleneck at 
Five Points and businesses won’t want 
to give up on the street parking to widen 
it. He said on Sumpter Road there will 
most likely be small businesses with a 
record of failure. He said there are existing 
abandoned businesses north from Hull 
Road and it would be better to renovate. 
He said the traffic on Sumpter and Bemis 
already is heavy.
   Another written comment was from a 
man who has lived on Martinsville near 
Fret for four years. He wanted more elbow 
room and less hubbub, but misses the 

amenities of other cities. He said amenities 
are limited south of Belleville and 
improved north of I-94. He said COVID 
has people rethinking urban living. There 
is an opportunity for rezoning, he said.
   Sean Bellingham of Sumpter Township 
asked VBT to keep the zonings the 
same. He moved to Sumpter for the rural 
atmosphere.
   Linda Hogan said there are many empty 
buildings, 14 or more, including Kmart, 
the dog groomers. Traffic gets stuck by 
trains, she said. Traffic has to be addressed.
   Four or five neighbors on Cheney street 
wrote they are so glad to see the eyesore 
fixed at the corner and it should be 
residential.
   Facebook and chat postings were 
synopsized by Power: leave it the way it 
is; traffic; and Steven Dark wrote this is an 
exciting concept and has so much untapped 
potential; bike paths; lumber yard an 
eyesore, home should be rezoned; and Reg 
Ion said most of the businesses along there 
fail and the township is wasting a lot of 
money there on consultants.
   VBT Planning Commissioner Medina 
Atchinson said the plan would help drive 
businesses to the city of Belleville. She 
said whatever affects the city of Belleville, 
Van Buren Township or Sumpter Township 
affects them all.
   Belleville City Councilwoman Kelly 
Bates agreed with Atchinson, saying the 
three communities are one.
   Power said, “We’ve been trying to keep 
the three communities as one.”
   After the planning commission members 
commented, Power said they will take the 
feedback and consider what to do next. 
Based on the feedback, he said, it looks 
like they will go forward.
   Power said they may have an actual event 
with social distancing, maybe at the fire 
station at the corner of Hull and Sumpter. 
He said there will be other opportunities 
for the public to reach out and they will 
continue to develop this with the planning 
commission.
   Reg Ion offered another comment that 
Power relayed as the township failed to 
create a downtown in the past and this is 
their last chance to create a downtown. Ion 
asked Power to read his comment in full 
and Power read it again leaving out the part 
about the planning commission had failed 
in the past in building a downtown.

Alexis Vlademar
of VBT earns U of Neb. - 
Lincoln BS degree
   Alexis Rae Vlademar of Van Buren 
Township was among 3,512 graduates who 
received degrees from the University of 
Nebraska - Lincoln during commencement 
exercises May 7 and 8.
   Vlademar earned a Bachelor of Science in 
Business Administration from the College 
of Business. 
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Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

There were 258 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police last week including the following.
Sunday, May 2:
   0002 – suicidal person, E. Huron River Dr.
   0011 – malicious destruction of property, S. I-94 
Service Dr.
   0127 – family trouble, Lighthouse Dr.
   0341 – domestic, Maple Dr.
   0509 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service
   0545 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   0805 – property damage accident, Brookside Dr.
   0819 – property damage accident, Belleville/Tyler
   1055 – animal complaint, Village Center Dr.
   1138 – assist other dept., Parkwood Dr.
   1157 – breaking & entering, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1235 – assist other dept., W. I-94/Haggerty
   1314 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd.
   1333 – assist other dept., S. Bellridge Dr.
   1339 – domestic, Parkwood Dr.
   1354 – neighbor trouble, Meadows Cir.
   1414 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service
   1535 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service
   1821 – road hazard, Belleville Rd./Ecorse Rd.
   1913 – harassment call, Oak Blvd.
   1915 – disorderly, Denton Rd.
   1959 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2049 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   2115 – suspicious person/vehicle, Chandler Dr.
   2257 – suspicious person/vehicle, Rawsonville
   2326 – assist other dept., Jeremy Rd.
Monday, May 3:
   0432 – disorderly, Parkwood Dr.
   0540 – assist other dept., Assembly St.
   0806 – property damage accident, Ecorse/I-275
   1002 – parking complaint, Ecorse/Haggerty
   1039 – suspicious person/vehicle, Victoria St.
   1050 – juvenile complaint, McBride
   1222 – assist other dept., Kent Ln.
   1341 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1348 – juvenile complaint, W. Walden Dr.
   1501 – property damage accident, Haggerty Rd./N. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   1507 – domestic, Pine Dr.
   1519 – assault & battery, Parkwood Dr.
   1727 – suspicious person/vehicle, Holly Ln.
   1813 – suspicious person/vehicle, Pebblebrook Dr.
   1913 – follow up by officer, Parkwood Dr.
   2011 – fight, N. Ponderosa Trl.
   2105 – domestic, Kahla Dr.
   2114 – misc. complaint, Mida Dr.
   2148 – 911 welfare check, E. Schooner Dr.
   2214 – suspicious person/vehicle, W. Schooner Dr.
Tuesday, May 4:
   0113 – 911 welfare check, Westlake Cir.
   0918 – family trouble, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0930 – ordinance violation, Old Michigan Ave.
   0953 – suspicious person/vehicle, Westlake Cir.
   1021 – unattended death, Riggs Rd.
   1121 – suspicious person/vehicle, Tyler Rd.
   1153 – suspicious person/vehicle, Westlake Cir.
   1236 – juvenile complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1258 – juvenile complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1322 – juvenile complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1340 – juvenile complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1407 – juvenile complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1408 – assist other dept., Taco Bell Michigan Ave.
   1421 – juvenile complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1435 – assist other dept., W. I-94/rest area
   1439 – juvenile complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1450 – juvenile complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1502 – suspicious person/vehicle, Bemis/Lohr
   1508 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd.
   1513 – juvenile complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1525 – juvenile complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1528 – suspicious person/vehicle, Maple Dr.
   1557 – 911 welfare check, Revere Dr.
   1621 – fraud, Ventura Dr.
   1634 – threat, Belleville Rd.
   1701 – private property/property damage accident, 
Belleville Rd.
   1723 – noise complaint, Parkwood Dr.
   2016 – sexual assault, Oak Blvd.
   2019 – sexual assault, Martz Rd.
   2021 – sexual assault, Martz Rd.
   2025 – disorderly, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2037 – sexual assault, Oak Blvd.
   2102 – animal complaint, Country Walk Blvd.

   2121 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. Prairiegrass Ct.
   2149 – 911 welfare check, Van Born
   2306 – domestic, S. I-94 Service Dr.
Wednesday, May 5:
   0011 – mental subject, Belleville Rd.
   0410 – domestic, Lighthouse Dr.
   0430 – animal complaint, Sondra Dr.
   0827 – threat, Brandi
   0908 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Richard 
Run Dr.
   1039 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1055 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1143 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Haggerty
   1335 – assist other dept., S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1528 – neighbor trouble, Parkwood Dr.
   1546 – larceny from auto, Buchanan St.
   1648 – fight, Belleville Rd.
   1651 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1703 – suspicious person/vehicle, Marlowe Ave.
   1727 – domestic, Belleville Rd.
   1755 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Quirk Rd.
   1822 – mental subject, Bemis Rd./Elwell Rd.
   1911 – animal complaint, Park Estates Dr.
   1928 – threat, Sawgrass Ct.
   1950 – parking complaint, Amanda Dr.
   2044 – neighbor trouble, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   2201 – suicidal person, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2249 – suspicious person/vehicle, Anna Dr./Sadie
Thursday, May 6:
   0002 – assault & battery, Rawsonville Rd.
   0227 – suicidal person, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0342 – assist other dept., Purple Sage Ct.
   0430 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   0534 – harassment call, Belleville
   0811 – unattended death, Sumpter Rd.
   1025 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1136 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   1258 – animal complaint, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1324 – private property impound, Victoria St.
   1447 – found property/child, Tyler Rd.
   1449 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Belleville Rd.
   1500 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Ecorse Rd./Beck Rd.
   1543 – noise complaint, Parkwood Dr.
   1552 – traffic offense, Rawsonville Rd.
   1727 – suspicious person/vehicle, Hickory Woods
   1850 – missing person, Belleville
   1931 – threat, Senate St.
   2001 – property damage accident, Holly Ln.
   2045 – assist other dept., Brookview Dr.
   2227 – operating while intoxicate, Hull Rd.
   2238 – assist other dept., Gilmore St.
Friday, May 7:
   0258 – suicidal person, Westlake Cir.
   0745 – animal complaint, Beck Rd./Van Born Rd.
   0837 – assault & battery, Bemis Rd.
   0838 – assist citizen, Lancaster Dr.
   0854 – hospice death, Pond Bluff Dr.
   0911 – found property/child, Parkwood Dr.
   0938 – suspicious person/vehicle, Quirk Rd.
   1156 – private property impound, W. Archwood
   1231 – animal complaint, Elwell Rd./Reene Dr.
   1300 – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1312 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service 
Dr. / Denton Rd.
   1434 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1437 – suspicious person/vehicle, Ecorse
   1626 – juvenile complaint, Belleville Rd.
   1722 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1731 – property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. / 
Belleville Rd.
   1808 – suspicious person/vehicle, E. Archwood
   1844 – hospice death, Alden Ave.
   1933 – 911 welfare check, Ash Dr.
   2003 – family trouble, Oak Blvd.
   2010 – suspicious person/vehicle, E. Archwood
   2324 – harassment call, Robbe Rd.
   2330 – suspicious person/vehicle, Vernon St.
   2343 – civil matter, Parkwood Dr.
Saturday, May 8:
   0007 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   0037 – family trouble, Birch Dr.
   0102 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belmont Dr.
   0406 – road hazard, Haggerty/E. Huron River Dr.
   1044 – motorist assist, Haggerty/Independence Ln.
   1047 – private property/property damage accident, 
S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1317 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville Rd.
   1325 – disorderly, Rawsonville/W. Huron River
   1333 – suspicious person/vehicle, Belleville/Ecorse

   1436 – suspicious person/vehicle, Haggerty/Ecorse
   1456 – suspicious person/vehicle, S. I-94 Service
   1526 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Sheldon
   1614 – assault & battery, Rose
   1940 – shooting, Hull Rd./Sumpter Rd.
   2050 – larceny from auto, Belleville Rd.
   2052 – shooting, Hull Rd.
   2121 – larceny, Oak Blvd.
   2141 – 911 welfare check, Cobblestone Ct. / 
Cobblestone Dr.
   2157 – suspicious person/vehicle, Ecorse Rd.
   2335 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ W. Huron River Dr.
   2336 – trespassing, Denton Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 24 traffic stops, one of 
which was on I-94.

Sunday, May 2:
   0200 – traffic stop, Third St./N. Liberty St.
   1040 – traffic stop, First St./Main St.
   1105 – traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./Main St.
   1137 – traffic stop, Main St./First St.
   1158 – traffic stop, Main St.
   1813 – traffic stop, W. Columbia/Harbour Pointe
Monday, May 3:
   0149 – traffic stop, Main St./High St.
   0251 – traffic stop, Main St./Third St.
   1535 – found property/child, Victorian Ln.
   1651 – private property impound, Sumpter Rd.
   1811 – malicious destruction of property, Fred C. 
Fischer
   1932 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
Tuesday, May 4:
   0118 – traffic stop, High St./Main St.
   0157 – domestic, N. Liberty St.
   1637 – trespassing, Main St.
   1828 – harassment call, W. Columbia Ave.
Wednesday, May 5:
   0111 – traffic stop, Main St./First St.
   0810 – intrusion alarm, San Carlos St.
   0918 – traffic stop, Fourth St.
   0951 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
   0959 – traffic stop, Harbour Pointe Dr./W. Huron 
River Dr.
   1009 – traffic stop, South St.
   1023 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
   1120 – suspicious person/vehicle, Bedell St.
   1444 – traffic stop, E. Columbia Ave.
   1659 – traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./Madelon
   1714 – traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./Madelon
   2038 – assist other dept., Main St.
Thursday, May 6:
   0327 – misc. complaint, Sumpter/Davis
   0327 – traffic stop, South St./W. Wabash Ave.
   0439 – traffic stop, Belleville/Quirk
   0829 – traffic stop, W. Huron River Dr./Harbour 
Pointe Dr.
   0920 – traffic stop, Savage Rd./RR track
   0933 – traffic stop, Robbe St./Angola St.
   0955 – traffic stop, Angola St./E. Huron River Dr.
   1017 – traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./Wexford
   1026 – traffic stop, S. Liberty St.
   1055 – traffic stop, High St./Main St.
   1144 – traffic stop, N. Biggs Ave.
   1155 – larceny, W. Columbia Ave.
   1643 – traffic offense, Sumpter Rd./Industrial Park
   1648 – traffic stop, E. Wabash Ave./South St.
   1801 – assist other dept., Carmell St.
   2004 – traffic stop, Main St./Roys St.
Friday, May 7:
   0258 – intrusion alarm, Main St.
   0537 – traffic stop, 5 Points
   0759 – suspicious person/vehicle, Carmell St.
   1119 – animal complaint, Harbour Pointe Dr.
   1448 – traffic offense, Church/Third
   1741 – traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./N. Biggs
   1900 – misc. complaint, E. Huron River Dr.
   1926 – traffic offense, Main St./High St.
   1938 – 911 welfare check, Belle Villa Blvd.
   1943 – intrusion alarm, Main St.
   2011 – misc. complaint, S. Biggs Ave.
   2026 – juvenile complaint, Victory Park
   2349 – traffic stop, Second St./N. Liberty St.
Saturday, May 8:
   0054 – traffic stop, Church St./Roys St.
   0223 – traffic stop, Main St./Denton Rd.
   0859 – warrant arrest, Main St.
   1053 – misc. complaint, Light Tower Dr.

Sunday, May 2:
   0531 – alarm, Mulberry Dr.
   0904 – 911 hang up, 44000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1148 – 911 hang up, 22000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1827 – traffic complaint, 50000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1907 – fire dept. assist, 42000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1931 – 911 hang up, 23000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1941 – suspicious vehicle, 19000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   2011 – citizen assist, Sumpter Rd./Arkona Rd.
   2104 – suspicious circumstances, Rustic Ln.
   2131 – suspicious person, Timberlane Dr.
   2210 – 911 hang up, 44000 bl. Wear Rd.
Monday, May 3:
   0938 – suspicious circumstances, 44000 bl. Clay
   0942 – follow-up investigation, Sumpter/Willis
   1022 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1029 – animal complaint, 26000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1055 – fire dept. assist, Nevada St.
   1133 – follow-up investigation, 20000 bl. Sherwood 
Rd.
   1726 – fire dept. assist, Third St.
   1729 – animal complaint, 46000 bl. Wear Rd.
   2100 – follow-up investigation, 46000 bl. Wear
   2222 – civil matter, 48000 bl. Sully Dr.
Tuesday, May 4:
   0037 – animal complaint, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   0139 – fire dept. assist, Greenmeadow Dr.
   0858 – suspicious circumstances, 44000 bl. Arkona 
Rd.
   1033 – found property, 40000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1101 – fire dept. assist, 46000 bl. Willow Rd.
   1130 – suspicious circumstances, 27000 bl. 
Martinsville Rd.
   1207 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Fenster Ave.
   1250 – suspicious person, Hampshire Dr.
   1429 – fire dept. assist, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1602 – traffic complaint, Bemis Rd./Sumpter Rd.
   1707 – assist other agency, 17000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1952 – suspicious circumstances, Rustic/Wayside
   2230 – suspicious circumstances, 41000 bl. Willow 
Rd.
Wednesday, May 5:
   0958 – traffic complaint, Oakville Waltz/Haggerty
   1034 – fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1155 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   1458 – citizen assist, 24000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1508 – 911 hang up, 44000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1552 – suspicious person, 21000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1715 – follow-up investigation, 2100 bl. Rawsonville
   1736 – mental health call, 19000 bl. Martinsville
   2250 – family trouble, Rustic Ln.
   2316 – suspicious circumstances, 22000 bl. Karr
   2347 – fire dept. assist, 42000 bl. Willis Rd.
Thursday, May 6:
   0551 – 911 hang up, 47000 bl. Judd Rd.
   0600 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0631 – felonious assault, Rustic Ln.
   0841 – 911 hang up, Sumpter Rd./Willow Rd.
   1029 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1355 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1401 – suspicious vehicle, 40000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1608 – missing person, Mulberry Dr.
   1748 – assist other agency, Willis/Rawsonville
   2050 – juvenile complaint, Carriage Ln.
   2144 – recovered runaway, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
   2202 – follow-up investigation, Rustic Ln.
   2207 – family trouble, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
Friday, May 7:
   0943 – fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln.
   1008 – fire dept. assist, 8300 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1021 – ordinance violation, Carriage Ln.
   1039 – fire dept. assist, 21000 bl. Clark Rd.
   1109 – 911 hang up, Rustic Ln.

   1101 – traffic stop, W. Columbia/St. Anthony’s
   1108 – traffic stop, W. Columbia Ave.
   1409 – civil matter, Main St.
   1617 – welfare check, Victorian Ln.
   1652 – traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr. / N. 
Edgemont Ave.
   1714 – traffic stop, E. Huron River Dr./Angola St.
   1729 – assist fire dept., Sumpter Rd.
   1910 – property damage accident, E. Wabash Ave. 
/ South St.
   1911 – unattended death, W. Columbia Ave.
   2322 – traffic stop, Main St./High St.
There were 41 traffic stops on this week’s log.
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Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

   1405 – follow-up investigation, Rustic Ln.
   1409 – found property, Sumpter Rd./Willis Rd.
   1610 – follow-up investigation, Rustic Ln.
   1643 – 911 hang up, 23000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1719 – 911 hang up, 17000 bl. Lohr Rd.
   1811 – lost property, 24000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Saturday, May 8:
   1118 – follow-up investigation, 26000 bl. Sumpter
   1132 – fire dept. assist, 39000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1641 – ORV complaint, 46000 bl. Traskos Dr.
   1910 – suspicious circumstances, 42000 bl. Bemis
   1929 – shots fired, New Mexico
   2032 – citizen assist, 21000 bl. Clemmons Ct.
   2159 – noise complaint, Haggerty/Wear
   2316 – suspicious circumstances, Rustic Ln.
   2335 – noise complaint, 20000 bl. Martinsville
Also on this week’s log are 49 patrol checks, 12 traffic 
stops, and 10 misc. details.

   Thank you to Animal Medical Center 
of Van Buren for renewing its ad with us 
for another half year. The state-of-the-art 
veterinary center offers comprehensive 
care for your dog and cat by a team of 
professionals including Drs. Scott Driscoll 
and Keri Dasher. Services include surgical 
care and diagnostics, dentistry, radiology, 
ultrasound, pharmacy and more. Ask 
about Care Credit, humane euthanasia and 
cremation services. They’re open Monday 
through Friday, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
See their ad in today’s paper, visit www.
amcvanburen.com and call (734) 699-6510. 
Safety guidelines and social distancing is in 
effect. They’re located at 491 Sumpter Rd. 
You can also follow them on Facebook and 
Instagram.

***
   Congratulations to the senior class 
members at BHS who are celebrating their 
last days at school with a senior prom 
this Saturday, May 15, at the BHS Tower 
Courtyard. I’m certain social distancing 
will be in place, however, they managed to 
make it happen for themselves. I just know 
there will be lots of photos of tuxedos and 
pretty dresses circulating on Facebook this 
weekend. The weather is supposed to be 
sunny and 71.

***
   May 9-15 is National Police Week in the 
United States and we say thank you to those 
in our tri-community that keep us safe as 
we remember those that made the ultimate 
sacrifice. We appreciate you. 

***
   My nephew Brent of the Wayne County 
Sheriff Marine Division has already been 
busy this boating season, conducting boater 
safety classes in Flat Rock and throughout 
the county and will conduct a class this 
weekend here in Belleville. I remember 
back in the ‘80s when I took a class in 
Livonia, conducted by the Coast Guard 
Auxiliary back then. The test was a piece 
of cake as I aced it, the only one in the class 

with a perfect score. I learned a lot in that 
class, from the Rules of the Road to rope-
tying and I still use that knowledge while 
tying knots whenever I re-string tennis 
racquets. I still have my class completion 
card, too. Some things are never forgotten. 

***
   Happy 47th Business Anniversary to 
Garden Fantasy Greenhouse on Tyler Road 
in Van Buren Township. We’re glad you’re 
a part of our community. Congratulations to 
owners Walt and Joyce Rochowiak. Be sure 
to see their ad in today’s paper. 

***
   Now through May 18, you can vote for 
Friends of Michigan Animals Rescue of 
Sumpter as Channel 4’s Vote For The 
Best Pets in their online contest at www.
clickondetroit.com. Click Other, then scroll 
down to FMAR and vote there. 

***
   Crosswinds Marsh and Interpretive Center 
in Sumpter is gearing up for Nature Fest on 
Saturday, May 22, from noon until 4 p.m. 
There will be nature displays, amphibian 
and reptile exhibits, canoeing, and a nature 
scavenger hunt. Tickets are free but will 
be limited with social distancing. Pre-
registration is required and can be made 
at Eventbrite.com . Two sessions are 
available: Noon to 2 p.m. and 2 to 4 p.m.    

***
Do you have a business item you would like 
to see in this column? Call Bob Mytych at 
(734) 699-9020. There is no cost to be in 
this column.

Homebound can get 
COVID shots at home
in Wayne County
   Wayne County Executive Warren C. Evans 
announced the county is partnering with 
local municipalities to offer vaccinations to 
homebound residents in their own homes.
   The homebound program is part of 
Executive Evans’ and Wayne County’s 
ongoing efforts to increase vaccine access 
to residents who may want the vaccination 
but cannot make it to one of the Health 
Department’s COVID vaccine clinics.
   County residents should call the phone 
number associated with the community 
in which they live to schedule an in-
home vaccination. The program is open to 
homebound county residents aged 16 years 
and older.
   • If you live in Belleville, call (734) 699-
2710;
   • If you live in Sumpter Township, call 
(734) 461-4833; or
   • If you live in Van Buren Township, call 
(734) 699-8910.

“There is a cult of ignorance in the 
United States, and there has always 

been. The strain of anti-intellectualism 
has been a constant thread winding its 
way through our political and cultural 
life, nurtured by the false notion that 

democracy means that ‘my ignorance is 
just as good as your knowledge.’”

– Isaac Asimov
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500E HURON RIVER DR, BELLEVILLE
HIGHEST QUALITY BRICK COMMER-
CIAL BUILDING IN THE CITY OF
BELLEVILLE. Former Florist, Bakery and Cof-
fee House. FINE DESIGN! For Sale at $725,000
or Lease at $4,500. Month Double Net.

BELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKE

VACANT RAWSONVILLE 2.6 AC $95,000

THREE PARCELS A MOST BEAUTIFUL
PROPERTY 20+ ACRES WEAR RD$175,000

VACANT VENETIAN 1/2 ACRE LOT $60,000
25817 SUMPTER 80X529 .97 AC $20,000

VACANT LOUISA “DREAM LOT” $70,000

7 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF BEMIS
AND MARTINSVILLE. PRICED $50,000
TO $60,000 EACH. BUILD YOUR DREAM

41530 SAVAGE 30 AC VAN BUREN $349,999
44194 ROBSON,VAN BUREN.81AC $44,000

SAVAGE 1ACRE SUMPTER TWP $45,000
HURON TWP VAC CLARK .74 AC $40,000
HURONTWPVACOTTER2.94ACRES $60,000
HURONTWPVACASH .87ACRES $55,000HAGGERTY 1.5 AC VAN BUREN $70,000

BELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKE

00000 SUMPTER 243X687 3.63 AC $40,000 WILLIS SUMPTER 1.14 ACRES $45,000 10 AC BUNTON YPSILANTI TWP $155,000

COMMERCIAL CORNER OFECORSE &
WAYNE ROMULUS 4.27ACRES $650,000

GLENN SILVENIS
www.MrSold.com

418Main Street
Belleville, Michigan 48111

SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000
Office (734) 699-4000email: mrsold@mrsold.com

website: mrsold.com

CROSSROADS III

FOR SALEORLEASE GREATNEIGHBORHOOD

324CHERRY,WYANDOTTE

BELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKE

44208WILLOW, SUMPTERTWP

THREE 12+ ACRE PARCELS AT $120,000
EACH CORNER WEAR AND HAGGERTY

5ACRES - PAVEDSTREETBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKE

A Preferred Location 2 Bedroom 1 Bath Home
near Everything. Full Basement with Newer 90+
Furnace and Newer High EfficientWater Heater.
Purchaser responsible for certificate of occupancy
and home sold in as is condition. $94,900

DO NOT BE OVERCHARGED - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES - NO COMPLIANCE FEES - NO JUNK FEES

BELLEVILLE LAKE****BELLEVILLE
LAKE

BELLEVILLE LAKE****BELLEVILLE
LAKE

BELLEVILLE LAKEBELLEVILLE LAKE****BELLEVILLE
LAKE

HIGHTRAFFICLOCATION

WAYNE RD COM ZONE 1.48 AC $149,000

SELL NOW! THE VALUE OFYOUR HOME HAS INCREASED

KARR RD 10 ACRES 663 FRONT $100,000
KARR RD 10ACRES 661 FRONT $100,000
KARR RD 20 ACRES ZONED AG $200,000

11AC+ 40X80 POLE BARN

Huge Country Estate on 11+ Acres Featuring a
3,500 SFHome offering 3 Large Bedrooms, 2 1/
2 Baths, Massive and Open Family Room with
Gas Fireplace, 40x80 Pole Barn PLUS 1,500
SF 4 BR 1 1/2 BA Loft Apartment. $599,900

12445 JAMES, CARLETON

TORREY 2.48 AC PERC & SURV $39,000

PLEASURESOFPRIVACY 5Bedroom2Bath
Country Home with Upper Floor Master Bed-
room,Master Bath +Walk Out Upper Patio Over-
looking the Best of Nature on 2.6 Acres. Paved
Road and Rural Living at it's Finest! $275,000

5 BEDROOMS

5+ACRES-POLEBARN

11511 BELLEVILLE RD, VAN BUREN
FORLEASE -HIGHTRAFFICLOCATION
WITH UNREAL VISIBILITY AND
PLENTY OF PARKING. This Offers Many
Possibilities with Food, Medical, Office and
Other Uses. $8,000 Per Month Triple Net.

HURON TWP VAC CLARK 1.14 AC $50,000
TORREY 2.48 AC PERC & SURVEY $39,000

7785 CHERRYHILL, SUPERIORTWP
NATURE'S PALETTE of Colors Enhances
this impressive 4 Bedroom Colonial with
CountryKitchen, Large Living Room, BigBath
and Full Basement. 5+ Acres with 3 1/2 Car
Garage, 30X40 Pole Barn and Pond. $399,900.

PENDING

PENDING

BELLEVILLELAKE-3,600+SQUAREFEET- .96ACRES -BOATHOUSE&DOCK

5 ACRES - PAVED STREET - BEAUTIFUL
YARD! Enjoy Nature at it,s Finest on Large Up-
per Deck. Featuring 3 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Newer
Kitchen upgrades, Granite Countertops plus 2
1/2 Car Attached Garage. $298,900

40425HARRIS, SUMPTERTWP12800 LAKEPOINTE PASS, VANBUREN
BELLEVILLE LAKE. A Clear Statement of
Class. Large 3,600+SqFt 4 BedroomLakeHome.
Open Great Room with Walkout and Wide Wa-
ter Views of Belleville Lake. Seawall, Boat
House, Boardwalk .96 Acres. $825,000

PENDING

TOP1%REALESTATE
SALES INTHEUSA
#6AgentOwned

Brokerage in the State
ofMichigan

Real Trends 2020 Transaction Sides


