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The Denton Road bridge
has been closed by
Wayne County for

991 days as of today.

Independent photo by James Otzman
The goats are back to trim up the shores of Belleville’s Horizon Park before Lakefest and 
Goat Day is set for noon to 4 p.m. on Sunday, June 22. Belleville Mayor Ken Voigt said 
those who come to Goat Day and donate money to the Belleville Food Closet will get a 
free Goat Day t-shirt. Mayor Voigt said the goats will stay until they are done, about a 
total of 10 days.

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   The bids to replace the aged water 
mains on N. Liberty Street in the city of 
Belleville this year came in too high, so 
the city council on Monday voted to rebid 
the project in November for work at the 
beginning of the next construction season 
in the spring.
   City manager Jason Smith said 50 
companies took specificiations for the 
work and just two returned bids. He said 
the city engineer said they were on the high 
side and recommended rebidding at the 
end of the season.
   Mayor Ken Voigt said he agreed with the 
engineer’s proposal.
   City manager Smith said in having the 
work done this year the contractors would 
be tacking this project on the end of their 
construction season and scrambling for 
crews. The asphalt company that was 
to repave the street after the pipes were 
replaced said it would honor this year’s 
price and do the resurfacing next year.
   “We’re disappointed it’s not this season, 
but the engineer gave his expert opinion,” 

N. Liberty St. upgrades postponed 
until next year by city council

mayor Voigt said.
   Smith said the engineers believe the city 
will get a better price. He said the project 
was estimated at $1 million and the two 
bids came in 50% higher.
   In other business at the 52-minute 
meeting, the council:
   • Reviewed budget calculations through 
June 30 for the 2023-24 and 2024-25 
budgets;
   • Held a public hearing on putting 
delinquent utility accounts on the summer 
tax roll as special assessments, with 
no public speaking. Then the council 
unanimously approved the 55 water bills 
that have been unpaid for six months to be 
put on the property taxes;
   • Approved the second reading and final 
adoption of the new ordinance amendment 
on trees. Smith said this final version has 
no permit fee needed to plant trees in your 
own yard, residents don’t have to replace 
dying trees or those on the prohibited 
list, and a donation for tree replacement 
instead of replanting will be not more than 

   James C. Wigginton of Van Buren 
Township earned his ninth world record 

after completing the 
climb of the 2,226 stair 
steps of One World 
Trade Center in New 
York City on June 1.
   He received his 
certificate for the latest 
world record.
   He said all of his nine 
world records have 

been achieved since he turned 70 and, with 
the exception of one, they all are competing 
against people of all ages.
   “If a simple country boy can do big things, 

James C. Wigginton of VBT earns ninth world record on June 1
anyone can,” he said. “You just have to 
want it bad enough, adapt and overcome, 
and never, ever give up.” 
   He is the first person to climb the stairs of 
the tallest building in each of the 50 states 
in the U.S.A.
   Wigginton climbed the 104 floors and 
2,226 steps of what was previously known 
as the Freedom Tower -- finishing a three-
year pursuit that combined his passion for 
extreme physical feats with an unshakable 
commitment to purpose.
   With this final climb, Wigginton adds 
his ninth world record and dedicates the 
achievement to two causes close to his 
heart: fighting cancer and supporting 

the families of fallen military and first 
responders.
   “You do something big enough, and 
people will ask why,” said Wigginton. 
“Then you get to tell them.”
   Wigginton said he has multiple leg 
injuries and took two hydrocodone before 
he began this last climb.
   “And still, after the fifth floor, pain was 
like being stabbed with a Kbar every step,” 
he said. “I had to climb with just my left 
leg, so my time was horrible at one hour 
and six seconds.”  
   But he iced his leg and rested before the 
flight home to Michigan.  An MRI later 
showed he had two ligament tears and 

sciatica in his right leg.
   Why he does the climbs is personal for 
Wigginton.
   He lost his wife Nancy to thyroid cancer 
in 2013 after 46 years of marriage. In her 
honor, he launched the Punya Thyroid 
Cancer Foundation and has helped raise 
$6 million of a $10 million goal to help 
researchers extend the lives of Stage 4 
thyroid cancer patients.
   That research -- led by Drs. Megan Haymart 
and   Frank Worden at the University of 
Michigan -- has now helped more than 
5,000 stage 4 thyroid cancer patients live 
five times longer than previously expected, 

Wigginton
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Amenities 
• 100% Smoke free campus 
• Individual heating & cooling 
• Emergency in-unit pull cords 

•      Subsidized rent 
•      On-site laundry 
•      Transportation available 

 

    www.csi.coop         (800) 593-3052            TDD (800) 348-7011 

575 Sumpter Rd, Belleville 
 

For more information call: 
734-699-8676 

M-W-F    9am-Noon 

Affordable Rental Communities for Seniors 

BELLEVILLE CO-OP 
For over 75 years as a mission-driven non-profit, we exist solely to provide  

the highest quality, affordable housing communities possible for seniors. 

White Pine
  DENTAL HEALTH

Your Smile Comes First!
Affordable, Kind, and Convenient.

Call Us Today: (734) 252-6002  187 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
www.WhitePineDentalHealth.com

Meet our Dentist: Dr. DeAngelo S.
Webster is an award-winning dentist, author,

and a University of Michigan graduate.

• Now Booking New Patients •
Open Evenings and Weekends

Family Friendly Dentist for Adults and Kids

SERVING BELLEVILLE & SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN!

Visit us @ www.barnettroofing.com

41700 MICHIGAN AVE. – CANTON

Roofing •• Siding •• Flat Roofs
FREE ESTIMATES!

Licensed & Insured

CALL (734) 397-8122

OVER 50 YEARS OF EXPERIENCE

Now Thru July 31, 2025Now Thru July 31, 2025
receive our cerTaiNTeed roof 4-STarreceive our cerTaiNTeed roof 4-STar

exTeNded warraNTy for free! curreNT &exTeNded warraNTy for free! curreNT &
PaST MiliTary MeMberS will receive aPaST MiliTary MeMberS will receive a

$250 cabelaS GifT card!$250 cabelaS GifT card!

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products
•  Hay and Straw  •  Poultry Food
•  Horse and Livestock Feed

Hours:
Mon-Fri 9aM-6pM  •  sat 9aM-5pM

sun 10aM-4pM

Like Us OnLike Us On

Willis Feed MillWillis Feed Mill
Your Wildlife 

Headquarters for 2024!

Dr Robert Kennedy, O.D.
240 Main Street
Belleville, MI 48111

734.699.1010

Visit www.perspectiveeyecare.com to schedule online

Monday    9am-7pm
Tuesday    9am-6pm
Wednesday  9am-7pm
Thursday   9am-6pm
Friday     closed
Saturday   by appointment 
  Closed 1-2pm every day

Come visit us at our new location in downtown Belleville!

590 E. Huron River Drive – Belleville   734-391-7292590 E. Huron River Drive – Belleville   734-391-7292

PROTECTPROTECT THE NEW THE NEW  , , PRESERVEPRESERVE THE OLD! THE OLD!
- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -- CARS, TRUCKS, SUVs & TRAILERS -

KP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERINGKP& T AUTO SERVICE NOW OFFERING

RUSTPROOFING
Protect your 
vehicle from 
harsh winter 

snow and 
road salt. 
Call for an 

appointment 
today!

BEST CHIMNEYBEST CHIMNEY
&& MASONRY CO. MASONRY CO.OUR 63OUR 63  rdrd

YEAR!YEAR!
OUR 63OUR 63  rdrd

YEAR!YEAR!

« CHIMNEYS BUILT, REPAIRED & CLEANED
« MASONRY WORK
« SCREENS INSTALLED
« TUCK POINTING
« GUTTERS
« RESIDENTIAL
« COMMERCIAL
« VIOLATIONS
    CORRECTED
« FLEXLINERS
« CERTIFICATIONS
    INSPECTIONS

Licensed & Insured
State Lic # 40800

Family Owned

Workers
Compensation
& General
Liability
to Protect
Homeowner

WE DO
PORCHES

(734) 242-2992
bestchimneyandroofing.com

Since
1962

FREE
Estimates
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Independent photo by James Otzman
The Van Buren Township “No Kings” anti-Trump demonstration on Saturday stretched from Harris Park at the south to past Aldi’s on the north on the sidewalk on the east side of 
Belleville Road. Van Buren Township Police Chief Jason Wright said his officers kept an eye on things and the demonstrators had their people keeping them back from the street. He 
said they were able to give their opinion and they had no problems. The demonstration was from 3-5 p.m. and was one of almost 2,000 demonstrations planned across the country. 
There were reportedly 70 locations in Michigan.

Photo courtesy of Elena Manalp, Van Buren Township Communications Dept.
Retired Belleville Fire Chief Brian Loranger was honored with a May 22 event at the Belleville Yacht Club, which brought some other 
retired chiefs for a picture. From left in back is Matthew Loveland, now a fire fighter in Dearborn Heights, Van Buren Township Fire 
Chief Dave McInally, retired Belleville Fire Chief John Loria, former Van Buren Township and Belleville Fire Chief Darwin Loyer, 
retired Belleville Chief Loranger, retired Assistant Belleville Fire Chief Kris Rix, and retired Belleville Fire Chief Bill Emerson. In 
front, from left, are unnamed person and Belleville Fire Fighters Mike Harper, Garrett Kissel, and Justin Reed.

Van Buren Community 
Center to celebrate
first anniversary
Press release
   Van Buren Township announces the first 
anniversary of the Van Buren Community 
Center (VBC). 
   To commemorate this milestone, the VBC 
will host a birthday celebration on Tuesday, 
June 24, from 5 to 7 p.m. at the Community 
Center located at 46425 Tyler Rd.
   Since opening in June 2024, the VBC 
has become a cornerstone of local life — a 
place where friendships are formed, goals 
are achieved, and memories are created.
   In the first year, the center has celebrated 
major milestones, including receiving the 
Facility Award from the Michigan Parks 
and Recreation Association (MParks). 
In addition, Recreation Director Nicole 
Gerhart was honored by the organization 
for her outstanding leadership and 
contributions to the profession. 
   “It’s been a phenomenal first year,” 
said Supervisor Kevin McNamara. “This 
building isn’t just a space; it’s a vibrant part 
of the community. It’s a place for children 
to learn and play, for adults to stay active, 
and for seniors to thrive.”
   The Van Buren Senior Center, located 
within the VBC, has experienced a record-
breaking increase in membership, recently 
surpassing 1,000 members. 
   With a diverse array of programs -- 
including fitness classes, theater, teen 
hangouts, and educational workshops 
--the community center has something for 
everyone, regardless of age.
   “Our vision was to build more than just 
walls; we wanted to build connections,” said 
Community Services Director Elizabeth 
Renaud. “This celebration is a thank-you to 
our residents for embracing it.”
   The event on June 24 will feature music, 
activities, and birthday cupcakes. Residents 
of all ages are invited to join the celebration.
    To learn more about the VBC visit vbtmi.
gov .

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

    On June 11, after holding two public 
hearings on the Stellantis-Mopar auto parts 
distribution mega-hub planned for Van 
Buren Township, the planning commission 
recommended special land use and granted 
preliminary site plan approval.
   The only input at the public hearings on 
special land use was a written statement 
from Christopher Girdwood, director 
of Detroit Region Aerotropolis who 
recommended the project. He said it has 
a minimum use of sewer and water and 
all the truck drivers are employees of the 
company and they will follow directions as 
to routes.

VBT planners hold public hearings on Stellantis mega project
   The construction is being called Project 
Venture on the township paperwork.
   Under township ordinance, the 9.71 acres 
of outdoor storage requires the public 
hearing for special land use. Maximum 
height for outdoor storage is 14 feet, she 
said.
   The project will be constructed on property 
owned by Wayne County Airport Authority 
on the north side of Ecorse Road, south of 
Van Born Road and the railroad, east of 
Denton Road and west of Beck Road. It is 
in the airport’s runway protection zone.
   The applicant is HIP VI Enterprises 
on behalf of the owner to construct a 
2,111,200-square-foot warehouse building 
to house Stellantis-Mopar, where some 

187,000 auto parts will be stored and 
distributed nationwide.
   Vidya Krishnan, planning consultant 
from McKenna Inc., produced the site plan 
that showed the facility across Ecorse Road 
from a runway at Willow Run Airport.
   She said the property is already zoned 
M-2 which is the most intense industrial 
category. The project will use only 180 
acres of the 350-acre site, with the rest 
filled with trees and wetlands. Just 2.5% 
of the wetlands will be disturbed, she said.
   Krishnan said because of the distance 
back on the property planned for the 
construction and all the vegetation, old 
and new, whatever noise generated by 
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Editorial:

Students, staff, 
parents plan to 
keep coming back
   It wasn’t long ago that the Van Buren 
Public Schools Board of Education was 
patting itself on the back for having no 
controversy in its meetings, although other 
school board were having crowds that 
complained about things.
   All the VBPS board meetings had 
unanimous votes on everything and people 
only occasionally complained during 
public comment.
   At last week’s school board meeting, 
however, that changed. A crowd of about 30 
showed up to protest the decision to move 
all three high school conselors to positions 
in the elementary schools. This had never 
been announced by the administration at a 
board meeting and members of the audience 
asked it to be explained. The answer “We’re 
going in a new direction” just doesn’t cut it.
   That issue has grown since the June 9 
meeting and there are other school issues 
being discussed on social media. We’ve 
been informed that some parents and staff 
that showed up to that meeting, plan to 
come back and push for answers.
   A local grandfather also is pushing for 
information on the recruiting of students 
from schools in Detroit to beef up the high 
school football team through the schools 
of choice program. He wants to know is 
having a top sports team more important 
than having high academic scores so the 
students know something? And then there’s 
the speeding bus drivers. No more quiet 
board meetings for a while.

   On Saturday just before 3 p.m., a man 
wearing a red Shriner’s cap going to shop 
for groceries at Aldi’s was approached 
by one of the men at the Anti-Trump 
demonstration on Belleville Road. He said 
the man told him to take off his “Trump” 
hat or he’d take it off for him.
   Our reader said he had to bend the man’s 
fingers back to get his Shriner’s cap out 
of his hands. He said he went into Aldi’s 
and told them what happened and said he 
wasn’t shopping there. Then he left. He told 
us the story on Monday, adding, “If they 
said it was peaceful, it wasn’t.”
   He said he participates in the Shriner unit 
in parades. He’s the clown with the flashing 
red nose, he said.

***
   When we came to take a quick picture 
of the peaceful-looking demonstration on 
Saturday, we parked across the street in the 
Menards parking lot and were approached 
by Van Buren Township Police who said we 
had to move or be towed away by Menards. 
The officer said, “Menards wants nothing to 
do with this,” indicating the demonstration 
across Belleville Road.
   Jim took some quick pictures of the group 
on the sidewalk from Harris Park north to 
beyond Aldi’s and we went on our way 
before we could be towed.

***
   Although Saturday was Flag Day, we 
only saw a few American flags at the 
demonstration. The ones I saw were flying 
upside down.
   Pete Pitzen got volunteers to help him put 
American flags all along Clarence Street 
in the city of Belleville, as he likes to do 
every year for Flag Day. There were flags 

throughout the community, as well.
***

   We were wondering about why the Gypsy 
moth has its name changed to Spongy moth 
and we wrote about it in this column last 
week.
   We received an email from Kevin Nelson, 
who wrote: “Found this online:   The new 
common name for Lymantria dispar, 
spongy moth, replaced the prior name of 
this insect, ‘gypsy moth.’ This change was 
necessary because  the word ‘gypsy’ is an 
ethnic slur for the Romani people and the 
former common name equated people with 
insects.”
   We had no idea and we learn something 
new every day. Thanks for the information.

***
   Saline High School won its first-ever 
Michigan High School Athletic Association 
state softball championship in Division 1 
on Saturday when it beat South Lyon, 5-2. 
Saline also is rated one of the top schools in 
the state in academics.
   Some BHS students are attending Saline 
High School as schools-of-choice students 
because, I’m told, it was impossible for 
them to get a place on a sports team on 
their home team because of the district’s 
recruitment program.

***
   While some think the new artificial 
intelligence technology development 
planned at Textile and Rawsonville roads 
in Ypsilanti Township will be a big plus for 

development in Belleville, opponents in 
Ypsilanti Township have their doubts and 
planned a demonstration at Hydro Park last 
Saturday. 
   Besides the high use of water and electrical 
power, they said a huge data center would 
produce noise and visual pollution. Also, 
it would not bring local employment, 
since those working there will be specially 
trained for the positions and brought in 
from elsewhere.
   The University of Michigan Board 
of Regents recently 
approved buying more 
than 124 acres of land 
in Ypsilanti Township 
for up to $8.1 million. 
The property will 
be used to build two 
AI supercomputing 
facilities in partnership with Los Alamos 
National Laboratory.
   The board voted to acquire the land at 
10455 and 10635 Textile Rd., where the 
university plans to establish research and 
computing centers focused on AI.

***
   The nearly 36-year-old joint operating 
agreement between The Detroit News and 
The Detroit Free Press is expiring at the end 
of the year and they will be handling their 
businesses separately. I couldn’t be happier. 
I never understood how two competitive 
newspapers could be joined at the hip.

***
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O  P  I  N  I  O  N  S Columbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For 1 Bedroom & Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

Upcoming Meetings

For Classified Advertising, Display Advertising or News Tips.
One call does it all: 734-699-9020
The Belleville-Area Independent

Letters

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at:
chinakingbelleville.comchinakingbelleville.com

LUNCH •• DINNER
Best Buffet Around!

Next to the Belleville Post Office
HOTSPOT

BEER & WINE AVAILABLE • DRIVE-THRU PICKUP
Delivery AvAilAble Thru uber eATS, Grubhub & DOOr DASh!

OPEN HOURS
MONDAY - THURSDAY  1:00AM – 9:00PM
FRIDAY & SATURDAY  11:00AM – 10:00PM
SUNDAY    11:30AM - 9:00PM

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

Open: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3
ANNOUNCEMENT

Karen’s Place has a new Nail Tech.
Call Lexi for an appointment today!•   Business Accounting & Financial Statements

•   Payroll Services
•   Business and Personal Tax Returns
•   Business Advising and Start-Up Consultation
•   Audits, Reviews & Compilations

Full Service Accounting Firm for Business & Individuals

152 Main Street
(in The Professional Building)

Belleville, MI 48111

Call Us Today!
(734) 697-8000

All major credit cards accepted

Visit our website
www.havencpa.com

Denise W. Baker,
MSA, CPA

Gayl Parr,
CPA

Lance Siemen,
CPA, CFE, CFF, CAMS

Susheel Saini,
CPA

Fomerly Known as
Belleville Tax & Accounting Service, Inc.

Patronize Our 
Advertisers!

They are the ones 
who give you this 

free paper!

Dudek Heating & Cooling
Service and Installation

Licensed and Insured • Free Estimates • Furnaces • Boilers
Air Conditioning • Duct Work • Humidifiers • Water Heaters

Generators • Electrical • Plumbing
Keith Dudek : Owner
11681 Rawsonville
Belleville, MI 48111

Office: (734) 461-6165
Cell: (734) 730-9733

LLC

Ask school board to 
keep BHS counselors
To the editor:
   Please join in calling on the Belleville 
High School administration, specifically 
Principal Nicole Crockett, to reconsider 
this decision and keep our current 
counselors on staff at the high school.
   Their presence to OUR HIGH 
SCHOOLERS is crucial to maintaining the 
health, happiness, and academic success 
of our children. Sign this petition to show 
your support and make a difference in our 
school community.
   For those of us who care deeply about the 
education and well-being of the students 
at Belleville High School in Belleville, 
MI, the recent decision to remove the 
current counseling staff is alarming. As a 
parent deeply invested in the success of 
your children, I’ve witnessed firsthand 
the incredible dedication and care these 
counselors have shown. It is disheartening 
that the administration seems intent on 
letting go of those who genuinely care 
about the students in this district.
   For years, these counselors have provided 
invaluable support to students, helping 
them navigate the complex challenges of 
high school life. From offering guidance on 
academic paths to lending emotional and 
psychological support, their contributions 
cannot be understated.
   Removing them denies students access to 
these proven resources. The student body’s 
mental health and academic success should 
be the utmost priority.
   Statistics indicate that schools with 
strong counseling teams see better student 
outcomes, including higher graduation 

rates and improved mental health among 
students.
   The American School Counselor 
Association (ASCA) advocates for a ratio 
of 250 students per counselor, yet many 
schools fail to meet this standard. BHS 
should indeed strive to not only meet 
but exceed these recommendations by 
retaining the skilled counselors it has.
   We understand the need for administrative 
strategies and budget considerations, but 
not at the expense of our students’ futures. 
Instead of replacing dedicated staff, the 
school should invest in training and better 
resources for these counselors so they can 
continue to excel in their roles.
   Upcoming School Board Meetings:
June 23 @ 7 p.m., BHS Commons
July 14 @ 7 p.m., Admin. Building
July 28 @ 7 p.m., Admin. Building
Aug. 11 @ 7 p.m., Admin. Building
   Sign the petition:
https://chng.it/hcWQdnxYLS

Nicole Nelson
BHS parent

Gene, Elayne Taylor put 
200 flags on S. Biggs St.
To the editor:
   In honoring Flag Day June 14 for 2025, 
I scheduled posting the flags on both sides 
of the street on South Biggs Street, from 
Huron River Drive to Robb Street.
   Starting about 4:20 p.m. on the 13th my 
brother-in-law Gene Taylor and his wife 
Elayne stopped by and volunteered for 
their job. After about 40 minutes the job 
was complete, posting approximately 200 
refurbished flags. The flags were from 
local veterans’ graves.
   Gene and Elayne have volunteered for 
the past several years and I just wanted to 
publicly thank them.

Pete Pitzen, Belleville
Chairman, VFW Flag Committee

   • Monday, June 23 – Van Buren Public 
Schools Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS 
Commons
   • Tuesday, June 24 – Van Buren Township 
Downtown Development Authority, 3 p.m. 
Also, Sumpter Township board, 6 p.m.
   • Wednesday, June 25 – Van Buren Township 
Planning Commission, 5:30 p.m. Also, 
Belleville Planning Commission at 6:30 p.m. 
(moved from its regular date of June 12)
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One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

More Letters

Join Us!
June thru September    6–8 PM

Thanks to Our Sponsors

michiga n

LOCALLY
GROWN

MADE
CRAFTED

Place & Square
Mondays 4 – 7:30 PM
     June thru October 14

4th Street

           Belleville
Farmers Market

BBeelllleevviillllee VVeennddoorrss

WWeellccoommee

Belleville DDA

Join us for the Monday Night Main Street Cruise Classic Car Show
June thru October 13th 5–8pm

TREE SERVICE, INC.
Tree Removal • Tree Trimming
Tree Pruning • Brush Removal

Stump Grinding

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

Free Estimates • Senior Discounts

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com

We should get behind
all our sports teams
To the editor:
   It is with sadness that I read the Van Buren 
Today and the headline was “Fans sparse 
as ladies triumph (state title)”. These are 
hard-working athletes.
   I may understand the challenge of going 
to Breslin, but why can’t the schools step 
up? We are running buses up, following our 
team. Just let us know so can have enough 
buses up behind the team to support them.
   I worked at the Winter Classic. They had 
police escort. Could not a police car escort 
them up? These are our kids, neighbors, 
classmates. Let’s rally up to support and 
cheer them on.
   It would have been great to have a 
banner on Main: “Welcome Home, State 

Champs!” With football, basketball, now 
track and field, that banner will get a lot 
of use.
  Let’s support and rally behind our teams.

Patrick McNally
Van Buren Township

   June 16 – Ariena Mitchell
   June 21 – Debbie Juchartz
   June 24 – Maxine Smolinski
   June 25 – Jeff Smoliski
   July 22 – David Mitchell, Jr.
   Aug. 15 – Nicholas Mitchell

Do you have a birthday soon? Does 
someone you know have a birthday? Let us 
know and we will print the name as soon as 
possible. For more information, call (734) 
699-9020.

To build a better world, start in your own community!
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City of Belleville
(continued from page 1)

CREMATION
$995.00 complete
NO Hidden Service Fees

(800) 331-5051
DUZAK Funeral & 

Cremation Center, Inc.
Southeast Michigan’s Lowest 

Cremation Cost Provider
Since 1977

www.duzakcremation.com

(734) 697-4500
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.

David C. Brown
Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Serving Belleville, Sumpter townShip & van Buren townShip For over 41 YearS

Pursuit of Excellence
National Funeral Directors Association

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember

Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember
Live ~ Laugh ~ Love 

Remember
David C. Brown, Founder  •  Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Manager

Patronize Our Advertisers!
They are the ones who give

you this free paper!

Would you like to have your Church listed in this directory?
Call Advertising Manager Janet Millard at 734-699-9020 today!

 
 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456 
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday 

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible For Life 7pm 

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info 

810 E. HURON RIVER DR. BELLEVILLE, MI | 734.697.7456
Sunday | Adult Bible Fellowship & Children’s Sunday

School 9:45am | Morning Worship 11am 
Wednesday | Kids & Teens 6:45pm | Bible In Action 7pm

Visit bethanybiblechurch.com for more info

RiveR of Life AssembLy of God
16650 Sumpter Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
All services are open to in person or live stream.
sunday morning Worship @ 10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Adult, youth & Children @ 7 p.m.

Visit rol-ag.com      (734) 699-6700

1770 Ridge Road, Ypsilanti, MI 48198
Sunday Bible Study 10 AM, Worship Service 11 AM

Sunday Evening Worship 6 PM and
Wednesday Bible Study 7:30 PM

www.ridgeroadcoc.org   (734) 485-2930

Ridge Road Church of Christ

SUNDAYS @ 10 A.M.
Connect Classes

11 a.m. Sunday Worship

WEDNESDAYS @ 6 P.M.
S.O.S. Recovery & Support Group

WEDNESDAYS @ 7 P.M.
Bible Study & Youth Groups

894 E. Huron River Dr. 
Belleville

JOIN US IN PERSON, ONLINE & 
FOLLOW US ON

409 W. Columbia Avenue  (734) 697-1211
▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm

▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
▪ Mondays:  6:30pm Adoration
www.stanthonybelleville.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

BELLEVILLE
SEVENTH-DAY ADVENTIST

Saturday Mornings
Bible Study 10:00  Worship 11:30

89 South Edgemont
bellevillesda.com

Moving forward           417 Charles
in Christ together!          Sunday 10am
bellevillefirstumc.org         734.697.9288

BELLEVILLE FIRST UNITED 
METHODIST CHURCH

FAITH UNITED METHODIST CHURCH
6020 Denton Road

Belleville, MI 48111    (734) 483-2276
www.faithchurchdenton.org

Sunday Worship at 9:30am. Bible Study & 
refreshments after Worship.

11900 Belleville Road
Service and Sunday School

10:00 a.m.

BELLEVILLE PRESBYTERIAN 
CHURCH

SOLID ROCK CHURCH BELLEVILLE
“The Whole Gospel to the

Whole World by the Whole Church”
Come worship with us

Sundays at 5pm
494 W. Columbia Ave.
Belleville, MI 48111

$100. Dangerous, dead trees on private 
property may be removed by the city and 
costs charged to the property owner, if the 
property owner does not take the tree down 
as requested. The city’s tree fund will be no 
less than $5,000;
   • Tabled for review the second 
HydroCorp quote delivered earlier that day 
on residential cross connections, which are 
required by the state;
   • Approved authorization for this year’s 
taxes: 8.517 mills for operation on the July 
1 tax and 11.5 mills for public safety on the 
Dec. 1 tax;
   • Confirmed the Summer 2025 Special 
Assessment Tax Roll;
   • Approved a proposal to buy back graves 
in Hillside Cemetery from those who own 
them at half the original cost they paid. 
Clerk Briana Hootman said the city has had 
no full graves to sell for a year. A regular 
plot now would sell for $1,100 if available;
   • Reviewed the results of a study on notary 
service charges by several communities 
and decided what Belleville charged was 
fair and to leave any training of notaries up 
to the clerk. The city provides free notary 
service to residents and charges $5 each 
for non-residents. There are four notaries 
presently on staff;
   • Asked for copies of accounts payable 
and departmental expenditures which had 
not been provided in the council packet 
and then waited for copies to be run off and 
delivered to council members at the council 
table by the city manager;
   • Heard Smith report High Street 
resurfacing is completely done from Main 
to Roys and completion of the resurfacing 
up to W. Huron River Drive will start in 
July. He said 88.54% of the new water 
meters have been installed, with 127 to 
go. The city took its first readings from the 
meters and found a few that weren’t quite 
right. He reported the Safe Streets for All 
grant application should be done by the 
end of the week and the Transportation 
Alternatives grant application will go to 
the state next week. He said he will put 
the changes for 330 Charles St. before 
the planning commission. Smith said the 
request is before U.S. Senator Gary Peters 

to allocate $3 million in discretionary 
spending to the city, but, “I’m not holding 
my breath”;
   • Heard the mayor announce that Goat 
Day will be from noon to 4 p.m. on Sunday, 
June 22, at Horizon Park. Those who donate 
money to the Food Closet will get a free goat 
t-shirt, he said. He also thanked the Garden 
Club, DPW, and volunteers for planting the 
free roses the city got throughout the city. 
He said Janine Houle of the Garden Club 
coordinated the planting. Mayor Voigt 
also said the representatives of America in 
Bloom will be in town July 21 and 22; and
   • Heard Veterans of Foreign Wars Post 
Commander John Blackstone thank the city 
council for its support of the VFW and PLAV. 
He said the Memorial Day service was a 
huge success along with their distribution 
of poppies on the street. He said last year 
the VFW Post was honored for being third 
in the state in Community Service and last 
Monday it was named an All-American 
Post. He said on Memorial Day he had 
asked the mayor why “a crapper” was put 
on the site of the Memorial Day ceremony, 
since the veterans feel the memorial site is 
a sacred place. He said the mayor said the 
restrooms were not open and they had to do 
something for the crowd. Blackstone also 
pointed out problems with the flagpoles at 
the memorial.
   Wayne County Commissioner Allen 
Wilson was on the agenda to present a 
resolution, but he did not come to the 
meeting.

and with a correspondingly higher quality 
of life.
   He also climbs to raise awareness and 
support for Folds of Honor, an organization 
that provides scholarships to the spouses 
and children of fallen or disabled service 
members, and first responders. That mission 
is personal too: Wigginton was part of the 
first Red Cross team deployed to Ground 
Zero after 9/11.
   “To finish this journey where so many 
heroes made the ultimate sacrifice -- there’s 
no more meaningful place,” Wigginton said.
   Though not a runner by trade, Wigginton 
holds the world record for fastest time 
to climb or descend 1 million stairs, and 
has made a name for himself scaling 
skyscrapers—often taking 15-hour travel 
days for a five-minute climb.
   Wigginton, who turned 76 this year, is 
a Kentucky country boy, and Vietnam 
era Marine, who now lives in Van Buren 
Township.
   His past records include:
   • Highest Tandem Skydive – 42,018 feet (2024), 
37,417 feet (2019)
   • First to Skydive from 7 Miles High and Dive to 
the deepest part of Challenger Deep (2020)
   • Fastest to Skydive Six Continents – Triple 7 
Expedition (2023)
   • Fastest to Skydive All Seven Continents – Triple 
7 Expedition (2023, 2019)
   • Fastest Time to Climb/Descend One Million 
Stairs (2020)
   • Now: First to Climb Tallest Building in All 50 
States

Wigginton
(continued from page 1)
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Musings
By Janet Millard

Independent
Advertising Director
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Licensed & Insured
       Honest & Reliable

Free Estimates
   Service & Repair
       Drain Cleaning
          Gas Lines & More

Caleb Windiate
734.307.6478

ProPlumbing734@yahoo.com

Plumbing

Friends of MI Animals Rescue
Promote a Healthy and Safe Environment for All

51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111

734-461-9458
info@friendsofmichigan.org
www.friendsofmichigan.org

HOURS: MON-FRI BY APPOINTMENT ONLY, 
SATURDAY 11AM-3PM OPEN TO PUBLIC 

ADOPTIONS BY 
APPOINTMENT

RESIDENTIAL AND
COMMERCIAL

westbranchbuilders@yahoo.com

LICENSED
INSURED

SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR
OVER 38 YEARS

PHONE 734-476-1098

21321 KARR RD
BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

George E. Long, III
Attorney & Counselor At Law

Federal & State Criminal
and Civil Defense

DUI  •  Wills  •  Probate Matters
Divorce  •  Social Security Disability

Notary Public

734-697-4455
321 Main Street, Belleville, Mi 48111     GlonGlaw.coM

The Hair StationThe Hair Station
(734) 796-4795(734) 796-4795

151 Main Street151 Main Street
Belleville   MI   48111Belleville   MI   48111

thehairstationthehairstation151151@yahoo.com@yahoo.com

INQUIRE ABOUT 
OUR SPECIALS!

Arrwood Construction
Grading, Excavating, etc.

Bill Arrwood
owner

313-363-6590

49450 Judd Rd.
Belleville, MI.  48111

arrwoodconstruction@yahoo.com

   Well here we are at the third Thursday 
again. The theme for the extended shopping 
day is “Rosie the Riveter” bringing special 
attention to Thunder Over Michigan at 
Willow Run Airport. There will be popup 
crafters in Main Street businesses and in 
the Fourth Street Square. Watch for the 
A-frames.

***
   At 7 p.m. today Music Lakeside will 
present the ever-popular Paul Keller. Lots to 
do in downtown Belleville.

***
   The third Thursday this month is also 
Juneteenth. The library will have a special 
presentation on Monday, June 23, at 6:30 
p.m. called Juneteenth: “What happened 
June 19, 1865?” Bring your kids to hear this 
because I sure don’t remember anything in 
the history books.

***
   Wayne Historical Museum Director, Tyler 
Moll, will be the April 26 speaker at the 
Belleville Area Museum on “How to Date 
your House.” Pizza is at 5:30 p.m., if you 
get your reservation in, and the program is 
at 6 p.m. RSVP to bam@vbtmi.gov.

***
   Our Ted Scott Campus at WCCCD 
on Haggerty Road offers a lot of free 
continuing education classes that are 
open to the public for anyone 18 years or 
older. On Tuesday and Thursday, June 24 
and June 26, from 6 to 10 p.m., they are 
offering a Boating Certificate Seminar. Boat 
America is a boating certificate class that 
offers an in-depth and interesting boating 
safety course, and provides the knowledge 
needed to obtain a boating certificate. 
Some insurance companies will also offer 
discounts on boating insurance to boaters 
who successfully complete this course. Let 
your family know this is available for free!

***
   Speaking of free, Van Buren Township is 
inviting you to its VBC Birthday Bash on 
Tuesday, June 24, from 5 to 7 p.m. at 46425 
Tyler Rd. The community center has been 
open for a year, so join your neighbors in 
this celebration.

***
   See the ad in the paper this week on the 
meeting at Wayne County Community 
College – Ted Scott Campus on Thursday, 
June 26, at 6 p.m. This public forum is 
the time to get official information on 
the proposed license renewal for Wayne 
Disposal. It also offers concerned citizens a 
chance to voice their opinions to those who 
are making the decisions on the toxic waste 
being accepted at the landfill on the North 
I-94 Service Drive.

***
   Next week’s paper will have a full page 
advertisement on Belleville Lakefest 
activities that start on Friday, June 27.

***
   THUNDER OVER MICHIGAN starts 
tomorrow.

Morgan Vaughn named 
to Dean’s List at Ohio 
Wesleyan University
   Morgan Vaughn of Belleville has been 
named to the 2025 spring semester Dean’s 
List at Ohio Wesleyan University.

Aiden Miller of VBT 
named to Dean’s List
at Olivet University
   Aiden Miller of Van Buren Township 
is among the 364 students named to the 
Dean’s List for the Spring 2025 semester at 
Olivet University in Olivet, MI.
   With a grade point average of 3.5 or 
higher, these individuals have distinguished 
themselves through hard work, focus, 
and academic excellence, the university 
reported.
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 Call Milton's at 734-391-0190

Tell us you want to transfer to
Milton's

Done, we do the rest!

Old Pharmacy

Transfer to Milton's TODAY

The Pharmacy

on Main St

that's here to

stay!

248 Main St 
Belleville, MI 48111

THE WEATHER IS PERFECT FOR PLANTING!
43250 TYLER ROAD!

(1.25 Miles East of Belleville Road)

Greenhouse & FloristGARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

 

 

Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-6pm • Saturday 9am-4pm Sunday 10am-2pm
Email us at miflower@sbcglobal.net

www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

Shop at Your  
Local Certified  

Floral Designers! 
Large selection of Fresh Flowers

BEAUTIFUL
MICHIGAN GLADS

10 STEM BUNCH ONLY
$3.99

ALL PERENNIALS Half Off!

Garden Fantasy
10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

Garden Fantasy
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand
Opening!

$5.00 Off Fresh Flower Purchase 
of $25 or more! (Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Garden Fantasy
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Telephone: (734) 699-7370

38th
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

Garden Fantasy
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand

Garden Fantasy
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Telephone: (734) 699-7370

GARDEN FANTASY
10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

 

 

Hours: Monday-Friday 9am-6pm • Saturday 9am-4pm Sunday 10am-2pm
Email us at miflower@sbcglobal.net

www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

Shop at Your  
Local Certified  

Floral Designers! 
Large selection of Fresh Flowers

BEAUTIFUL
MICHIGAN GLADS

10 STEM BUNCH ONLY
$3.99

ALL PERENNIALS Half Off!

GreenhouseGreenhouse

Open: Mon. – Fri.  9 a.m. – 6 p.m.  •  Sat.  9 a.m. – 5 p.m.
Sunday  10 a.m. – 5 p.m.

(734) 697-1765
Fax: (734) 699-0505

Accepted

Flowers ~ Flats & Potted

starter Vegetable 
Plants

Hanging baskets

Perennials

seeds • bag soil

EXPERT ADVICE

FLAT SPECIAL
B u y  O n eB u y  O n e

F o r  $ 1 5 . 9 9  &  G e tF o r  $ 1 5 . 9 9  &  G e t
T h e  S e c o n d  O n e  T h e  S e c o n d  O n e  F R E E !F R E E !
P e r e n n i a l s  –  B u y  O n eP e r e n n i a l s  –  B u y  O n e

F o r  $ 9 . 9 9  &  G e tF o r  $ 9 . 9 9  &  G e t
T h e  S e c o n d  O n eT h e  S e c o n d  O n e

F o r  $ 6 . 0 0 !F o r  $ 6 . 0 0 !
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Independent photo by Rosemary K. Otzman
Jacob Anderson, center, was honored at Monday’s meeting of the Belleville City Council 
for being the most recent fire fighter joining the department with all credentials required 
by the state. At left is Fire Chief 2 Chris Zweng and at right, Fire Lt. Rich Landskroener.

Patronize Our Advertisers! They are 
the ones who give you this free paper!
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we’re open monday–Friday, 8am-6pm

ANIMAL MEDICAL CENTER of VAN BUREN
Scott Driscoll, DVM                    Keri Dasher, DVM

491 Sumpter Road, Belleville, MI 48111
734-699-6510

www.amcvanburen.com

Schedule Your Appointment Today!

$3 OFF
Total Purchase
of $15 or more

With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions.

1 coupon per customer. Exp. 7/31/25

$5 OFF
Total Purchase
of $25 or more

With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions.

1 coupon per customer. Exp. 7/31/25

$7 OFF
Total Purchase
of $40 or more

With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions.

1 coupon per customer. Exp. 7/31/25

20% OFF
Any

Lunch Orders

With this coupon. Cannot combine with
any other offers or promotions.

1 coupon per customer. Exp. 7/31/25

Valid
10am to 2 pm

Do You Hear But Not Understand?

*Must complete screening and have a valid email address to receive card, rules and restrictions apply, see amazon.com/gc-legal. See office for details. Beltone 2025™

DON’T MISS OUT
....ON THE MOMENTS
THAT MATTER MOST!

Now is the time to find out whether
the difficulties you're experiencing with

your hearing are due to hearing loss
or maybe just earwax.

Some common difficulties include:
Asking people to repeat themselves, turning up

TV volume to understand what is being said,
ringing or buzzing in the ear, and more!

HEAR THE BELTONE DIFFERENCE. CALL NOW!

Belleville | 35 Main St., Ste 101
Ann Arbor | 4076 Packard St.
Ann Arbor | 283 S. Zeeb Rd., Ste F

(734) 256-4113

On June 23rd and June 24th ONLY - Beltone is offering...
FREE Hearing Screenings with one of our hearing care professionals.

WONDERING... WHAT’S THE CATCH?  There is none!
We’re making this offer because it is our mission to support those in our community

who are ready and willing to start their journey to better hearing.
Before fixing a problem, it needs to be evaluated.

We will test your hearing to determine what degree of hearing loss you have, if any.
This exam is FREE, and you are under no obligation.  As a matter of fact, after completing your

exam, we’re going to give you a $20 Amazon.com Gift Card* just for coming in to see us.

2 DAYS ONLY - JUNE 23rd & 24th, 2025
Beltone works side-by-side with all hearing aid insurance plans and providers.

HURRY!  The $20 Amazon.com Gift Card* offer will expire 6/24/2025.

Accurate Dental Denture Inc.
“Serving the Belleville and Van Buren community for

over 20 years with quality and caring service.”

CROWNS  •  ROOT CANALS  •  EXTRACTIONS  •  FILLINGS
WHITENING  •  BONDING  •  DENTURES (SOFT & FLEXIBLE)

734-697-5477
781 Sumpter Rd. Belleville

(In Belle Plaza)

COMPLETE DENTURE or PARTIAL
WITH COUPON

$54900

HEALTHY KIDS DENTAL
Accepting Blue Cross Complete,

Molina, Wellcare, Meridian & 
Medicaid!

EACH

Call
For

Details

SAME DAY DENTURE REPAIRS
Immediate Dentures and

Flippers Available.

Quality Dentures at
Affordable Prices!

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

NEW PATIENT
SPECIAL

$4999 Includes
Exam, Cleaning

& X-Rays
WITH

COUPON 

Photo courtesy of Randall Miller
A Sumpter Township resident, who lives on Oakville Waltz Road, made sure the occupants 
of a burning vehicle were safe on June 8 before calling 911. He said he called for help and 
Exeter Township Fire Department quickly responded and took control of the situation 
on Oakville Waltz near Karr Road. The picture was taken at 4:40 p.m. and at 5:50 p.m., 
firefighters were still at the scene.
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MEET GEMMA!
This beautiful 2-year-old 
orange tabby has already 
proven she’s a superstar 
mama - she lovingly raised 
four gorgeous kittens, all of 
whom have now found their 
forever homes. Now it’s 
Gemma’s turn to be spoiled 
and adored!
Sweet, gentle, and full of 
love, Gemma is the kind 
of cat who wins hearts 
just by being near. She’s 
affectionate without being 
demanding, and her calm, 
nurturing nature makes her a 
joy to have around. Whether 
she’s lounging in a sunny 
spot or greeting you with soft 
purrs, Gemma’s presence 
brings peace and warmth.
Gemma is ready to leave her 
mom duties behind and find 
a home where she can be 
the center of attention - loved 
just for being her sweet self. 
Could that be with you?
FMAR felines are spayed/
neutered, microchipped, 
vaccinated for age-
appropriate shots, and 
negative for FIV/FeLV.

Friends of Michigan
Animals Rescue
51299 Arkona Road
Belleville, MI 48111
734-461-9458
www.friendsofmichigan.orgwww.friendsofmichigan.org

GEMMA

ORPHANORPHAN
OF THEOF THE

WEEKWEEK

Photo courtesy of Elena Manalp, Van Buren Township Communications Dept.
Social House Real Estate Group at 264 E. Columbia Ave. in Belleville held its grand opening on May 29. Helping them celebrate are 
Randy Brown, Rachel Vasquez, Marsha Bogardus, Jessica Jones,  Erik Wright, James Morgan, David Brooks, Asten Cholagh, Bill 
Wolters, Christina Harman, Bob Stoner, Alvis Brigis, Dinara Strikis, Zelda Brigis, Blake Dugan, Sharifa Clements, Ellie Kerrigan, Roxi 
Dunn, Samantha Jensen, Jennifer Camilleri, Sarah Warring, and Kathleen Springer. Not everyone pictured is named.
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Shingle, Flat Roof & Metal Roofs
Removals, Recover & Repair

QUALITY
KEEPING YOU COVERED

$500 OFF
Full Roof Replacement

Expires: 7-31-2025
Residential •• Commercial

Free Estimates
State Licensed
Fully Insured

www.DiversifiedRoofingLLC.com

800-668-1928

Third Thursdays 5pm - 8pm

Lovely three bedroom 
home.  Full basement. 

Detached 2.5 car 
garage. Includes stove, 

refrigerator, washer
and dryer. $1750 per 
month.  Income must 

be at least 3 times the 
rent. Minimum credit

score 625.

Contact
Liz Slovik

Aero Realty
313-402-0187

GARDEN CITY HOME FOR RENT

AERO REALTY
35890 Goddard Rd.
Romulus, MI 48174

City of Belleville Public Notice
CITY OF BELLEVILLE REGULAR CITY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday, June 2, 2025 - 6:30 pm

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF 
SILENCE
2. ROLL CALL
Mayor Voigt 	         Absent - Excused
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates 	 Present
Council Member Kissel 	 Present
Council Member Beebe      Absent - Excused
Council Member Priest Present
3. PRESENTATIONS & CITIZENS COMMENTS 
ON AGENDA ITEMS
• Presentations
• Citizen Comments
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
MOTION: Motion by Priest, supported by Kissel to 
approve the agenda as presented.
Motion Carried.
5. CONSENT AGENDA

The Consent Agenda groups’ routine meeting 
discussion points into a single agenda

item. In so doing, the grouped items can be 
approved in one action, rather than

through the filing of multiple motions.
• Approval of Minutes
  i. May 19, 2025 – Regular Meeting Minutes
• Budget Report
• Communications
  i. MMRMA Monthly Acknowledgements
• Council Follow Up List
• DDA Follow Up List
• DPW Report
• Special Events
  i. BADL Comic Fest
  ii. Music Lakeside Concert Series
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Priest to 
approve the consent agenda as presented.
Motion Carried.
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
• None.
7. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
• First Reading - Ordinance 2025-02 – Amendment to 
Code of Ordinances Chapter 34 – Trees
  i. City Manager Smtih presented the first reading of 
the ordinance amendment to the Council.
8. GENERAL BUSINESS DISCUSSION
a. HydroCorp Quote
  a. Paul from HydroCorp presented their residential 
cross-connection program to the Council, whom 
elected to table a decision on this
item.
  b. Resolution 25-010 – City of Belleville Poverty 
Exemptions
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Priest 
to approve Resolution # 25-010, regarding poverty 
exemptions.
  c. DPW – Lease or Purchase of a 500-Gallon Diesel 
Fuel Tank
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Priest 
to approve the lease of a diesel fuel tank for the 
Department of Public Services.
ROLL CALL
Council Member Kissel 	 Aye
Council Member Priest 	 Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates 	 Aye

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   After holding a public hearing at its 
regular meeting June 10, the Belleville 
Area District Library Board unanimously 
approved a budget that included $2,946,300 
in expected revenues, $2,814,838 in 
expenditures, and a $6,313,310 fund 
balance at the end of the fiscal year.
   The library’s fiscal year is July 1 to June 
30.
   The board also approved the amended 
budget for the 2024-25 fiscal year and 
the fund balance allocation required by 
GASB 54. The GASB 54 requirment is 
to authorize an allocation from funds 
collected in December 2024 to spend in 
the second half of 2025, to reconcile the 
difference in fiscal years.
   Secretary Alma Hughes-Grubbs was the 
only board member absent and excused 
from the meeting.
   In other business at the one-hour-and-14-
minute meeting, the board:
   • Learned the first-ever staff art show is 
on display for a month, showing the talents 
of staff members and to fill in a gap in the 
scheduled art displays for the year;

District library board approves 
$2.9 million budget for 2025-26

   • Was informed a tortoise has taken 
up residence at the children’s reference 
room desk. The baby tortoise is just a few 
months old and can live to be 50 years 
old. The tortoise was loaned by a reptile 
rescue group and it is up for adoption. A 
contest is being held to name the tortoise 
and some of the finalists are: Shelly, Tank, 
and Tortolini;
   • Heard library director Mary Jo Suchy 
report Otis Elevator is performing the 
5-year maintenance and testing of the 
elevator to pass the state inspection. Otis 
brought a door lock monitoring proposal to 
their attention in response to a new State of 
Michigan code. The proposal costs $27,000 
and Suchy is checking into the details and 
whether the library elevator qualifies to 
comply with that new code;
   • Was informed that Wayne County 
has been alerted to the library’s intention 
to apply future penal fine revenue to 
the amount it owes. A written waiver 
and release proposal was written by the 
library’s attorney and given to the county 
and a counter proposal had been received 
and is being reviewed;
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
NOTICE OF PUBLIC HEARING 

 

Notice is hereby given that the Charter Township of Van Buren 
Board of Zoning Appeals (BZA) will hold a public hearing on 
July 8th, 2025 at 7:00 p.m. The meeting will be held in person at 
Van Buren Township Hall, located at 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren 
Township, MI 48111, in the Board Room.  
 

Case # 25-022 - Request for a dimensional variance by owner 
Aaron Zehel to construct a detached accessory structure 
located at 12800 Martinsville Road, parcel ID# 83-088-99-0061-
000.  
 

Section 7.202(A) Table 3: Dimensional Regulations of Accessory 
Buildings and Structures: 

• Maximum Lot Coverage of Detached Accessory 
Buildings:  

o 640 square feet maximum permitted 
o 960 square feet proposed 
o 320 square foot variance requested (50% 

larger than permitted) 
• Maximum Height of Detached Accessory Buildings:  

o 14 feet maximum permitted 
o 15 feet proposed 
o 1 foot variance requested (7% taller than 

permitted) 
Please address any written comments to the Van Buren Township 
Planning Commission at, 46425 Tyler Road, Van Buren Township, 
MI  48111 or by e-mail at bwilliams@vbtmi.gov. Written comments 
will be accepted until 5:00 p.m. on the hearing date and all 
materials relating to this request are available for public 
inspection at the Van Buren Township Hall prior to the hearing. 

Van Buren Township will provide necessary reasonable auxiliary 
aides and services to individuals with disabilities who are planning 
to attend.  Please contact the Van Buren Township Planning & 
Economic Development department at 734-699-8913 at least 
seven (7) days in advance of the meeting if you require 
assistance. 
 

Posted:   June 16, 2025  
Published: June 19, 2025 

City of Belleville Public Notice
CITY OF BELLEVILLE REGULAR CITY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Monday, June 2, 2025 - 6:30 pm

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF 
SILENCE
2. ROLL CALL
Mayor Voigt 	         Absent - Excused
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates 	 Present
Council Member Kissel 	 Present
Council Member Beebe      Absent - Excused
Council Member Priest Present
3. PRESENTATIONS & CITIZENS COMMENTS 
ON AGENDA ITEMS
• Presentations
• Citizen Comments
4. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
MOTION: Motion by Priest, supported by Kissel to 
approve the agenda as presented.
Motion Carried.
5. CONSENT AGENDA

The Consent Agenda groups’ routine meeting 
discussion points into a single agenda

item. In so doing, the grouped items can be 
approved in one action, rather than

through the filing of multiple motions.
• Approval of Minutes
  i. May 19, 2025 – Regular Meeting Minutes
• Budget Report
• Communications
  i. MMRMA Monthly Acknowledgements
• Council Follow Up List
• DDA Follow Up List
• DPW Report
• Special Events
  i. BADL Comic Fest
  ii. Music Lakeside Concert Series
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Priest to 
approve the consent agenda as presented.
Motion Carried.
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS
• None.
7. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES
• First Reading - Ordinance 2025-02 – Amendment to 
Code of Ordinances Chapter 34 – Trees
  i. City Manager Smtih presented the first reading of 
the ordinance amendment to the Council.
8. GENERAL BUSINESS DISCUSSION
a. HydroCorp Quote
  a. Paul from HydroCorp presented their residential 
cross-connection program to the Council, whom 
elected to table a decision on this
item.
  b. Resolution 25-010 – City of Belleville Poverty 
Exemptions
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Priest 
to approve Resolution # 25-010, regarding poverty 
exemptions.
  c. DPW – Lease or Purchase of a 500-Gallon Diesel 
Fuel Tank
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Priest 
to approve the lease of a diesel fuel tank for the 
Department of Public Services.
ROLL CALL
Council Member Kissel 	 Aye
Council Member Priest 	 Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates 	 Aye

Motion carried.
9. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE AND 
DEPARTMENTAL EXPENDITURES
• Accounts Payable
• Departmental Expenditures
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Priest 
to approve Accounts Payable and Departmental 
Expenditures in excess of $2,500, as presented.
ROLL CALL
Council Member Kissel	  Aye
Council Member Priest 	 Aye
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates 	 Aye
Motion carried.
10. CITY MANAGER COMMENTS
• It is the Council’s prerogative as to whether or not 
they wish to move delinquent water bills to the city’s 
tax roll.
• Water meter replacements throughout the city now 
stand at 86.8%, with 180 residences receiving final 
notices and door hangers.
• Training on the GoGov app will be taking place on 
Wednesday.
• Bids for the Liberty St. water main project are due 
on June 10th.
• Paving on High St. will continue tomorrow, with the 
road re-scheduled to reopen on Wednesday. Striping is 
expected to take place on Wednesday into Thursday.
• The contract books for the property at 330 Charles 
are pending, as the city waits to receive them.
• Paving on Liberty St. is slated to begin after the 
completion of the High St. repaving project.
• Repairs of the parking lot at Horizon Park have been 
completed.
• Congratulations to Bryce Underwood for his 
appearance on the cover of EA Sports College 
Football 25.
11. CITY COUNCIL MEMBER COMMENTS
Council Member Priest
• No comments.
Council Member Kissel
• Thank you to HydroCorp for their presentation.
• DTE will be installing new poles throughout the 
area.
• The closure of High St. in conjunction with the car 
show on Main St. created a heavy traffic flow today.
12. MAYOR PRO-TEM’S COMMENTS
• Thanked those in attendance at the meeting.
• There is now a plaque displayed at the Pocket Park 
on Liberty, along with great-looking landscaping.
13. CITIZENS COMMENTS ON NON-AGENDA 
ITEM
• Pauline Iwao
  i. Noted that DTE installed equipment on her home 
in a less-than desirable location, and would like it 
moved to a better spot.
14. ACTION ITEMS FOR THE NEXT 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING
• None.
15. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION: Motion by Kissel, supported by Priest to 
adjourn at 7:29 PM.
No objections were noted.
Motion Carried.
Respectfully submitted by
Briana Hootman, City Clerk/Treasurer
Published: June 19, 2025

City of Belleville Public Notice
CITY OF BELLEVILLE REGULAR CITY 

COUNCIL MEETING MINUTES
Wednesday, May 28, 2025 - 6:30 pm

1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF 
SILENCE
2. ROLL CALL
Mayor Voigt 		  Present
Mayor Pro-Tem Bates 	 Present
Council Member Kissel 	 Present
Council Member Beebe 	 Present
Council Member Priest 	 Present
3. APPROVAL OF AGENDA
No action taken.
4. PRESENTATIONS & CITIZENS COMMENTS 
ON AGENDA ITEMS
a) Presentations

  i. 2025-2026 FY Proposed Budget
City Manager Smith presented the proposed budget 
for fiscal year 2025-26 to the Council.
5. ACTION ITEMS FOR THE NEXT 
REGULARLY SCHEDULED MEETING
a) Special meeting to be held June 17, 2025 to approve 
the proposed budget.
6. ADJOURNMENT
MOTION: Motion by Bates, supported by Priest to 
adjourn at 8:27 PM.
No objections were noted.
Motion Carried.
Respectfully submitted by
Briana Hootman, City Clerk/Treasurer
Published: June 19, 2025

   • Learned signing up began June 16 for 
the library’s summer reading incentive 
programs set for June and July. This year’s 
theme is “Color Our World” and there are 
giant crayons in the children’s area. Suchy 
said it is imperative that children read 
during the summer months so they do not 
lose all of the reading skills they learned 
during the school year;
   • Was informed the library will host 
two programs in honor of Juneteenth. 
“History Trivia Night: African American 
History Edition” took place June 12 and 
“Juneteenth: What Happened June 19, 
1865” will take place at 6:30 p.m., June 
23; and
   •  Got introduced to Deb Green who 
retired as library director 10 years ago in 
May. She was passing by the meeting and 
dropped by to talk.

Court Watching
Craig Nathaniel Croom
Jaylen Malik Paschal

   Craig Nathaniel Croom, 24, and Jaylen 
Malik Paschal, 21, both of Greensboro, 
NC, were video-arraigned in custody on 
June 16 on identical charges of fleeing and 
eluding a police officer 4th degree – felony 
and assaulting/resisting/obstructing a police 
officer on June 12 in Van Buren Township. 
The probable cause conference is June 25 
and bond set at $500,000 cash or surety 
each. 

Christopher Ladelle Tubbs
   Christopher Ladelle Tubbs of Ypsilanti was 
video-arraigned in custody on a charge of 
armed robbery and larceny from a person on 
May 3 in Van Buren Township. Judge Teresa 
Patton set a probable cause conference for 
June 25 and bond is $10,000/10%. He is 
not to have any contact with the victim and 
must not return to Lodge Lanes as part of 
his bond.
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“If stupidity got us into this mess, then 
why can’t it get us out?” 

– Will Rogers

MOBILE HOME FOR SALE

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

FOR LEASE

“Government’s view of the economy 
could be summed up in a few short 

phrases: If it moves, tax it. If it keeps 
moving, regulate it. And if it stops

moving, subsidize it..”
– Ronald Reagan

VINTAGE ESTATE SALE

ADVANCED H & W
PAYING CASH
Buying Junk Cars & 
Trucks. Free 7 Day 

Pick Up. Call Today!
(734) 223-5581
(517) 605-6388

WANTED

We Work
Monday – Saturday.

734-368-5088
734-545-5195

D.K. JUNK CAR
BUYERS

PAY CASH

GARAGE/YARD SALE

One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

SERVICES

A&L SERVICES
Home Improvement & 

Handyman Service
Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 

Electrical, Plumbing,
Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

Kitchens – Baths
Plumbing – Concrete

Doors – Windows – Siding 
Gutters – Basements 

Drywall – Painting – Hauling
Senior & Veteran Discounts
Call Pete – (734) 636-3741

BEYOND HOME 
IMPROVEMENT

FOR SALEAUCTION

THE AL KORMOS COLLECTION

SATURDAY, JUNE 21, 2025
at 10am. 

Brad Neuhart Auctioneers
(734) 439-7939

www.bradneuhart.com

Live on-site 
AUCTION 

with online 
bidding!

MULTI FAMILY GARAGE SALE. 8012 
Belleville Rd., between Tyler & Ecorse. 
Come find your treasure! Fri, Sat & Sun 
June 27, 28 & 29. 9am-5pm              6/26

------------
CLEAN YARD SALE SAT. JUNE 21 
9am-2pm. 16 Birch Drive.                     6/19

------------
MAJOR CLEAN OUT SALE. Last 
one ever, something for everyone. 
6957 Country Lane. June 20, 21 & 22. 
9am-5pm                               6/19

------------
COMMUNITY WIDE YARD SALE, 
this weekend June 20, 21 & 22, 9am-
6pm. American Presidential Estates 
(Rawsonville Rd.)                                  6/19

------------
HUGE HUGE SALE. Thousands of 
items, tools, antiques, collectibles, sewing, 
crafts, puzzles. Wed, June 18-Sat June 
21, 9am-5pm. Half price on Saturday! 
44600 Robson Rd. VBT.                  6/19

------------
LARGE GARAGE SALE!
9988 Kennedy St. Haggerty Sub. 
Thursday 6/12-Sunday 6/15 from 
10am-4pm, also Thursday 6/19-Sunday 
6/22 from 10am-4pm. A little bit 
(or even a lot) of everything.       6/19

------------

Depression glass, Longaberger pottery 
(NIB), tools, stained glass supplies, stained 
glass, 31 bags, needle work supplies & 
more. 40282 Alden, VBT. Wednesday, 
June 25, 4pm-8pm, Thursday, June 26-
June 28, 9am-5pm, Dealers Welcome.  06/26

------------

END UNIT TOWNHOUSE AT 41223 
WOODBURY GREEN, VAN BUREN 
TOWNSHIP. 2 bed, 1.5 bath, fresh paint, 
new carpet, and appliances. $1,400/month 
No smoking, no pets. (734) 740-4165    6/26

------------

18 LOZA LANE, 2 BED, 2 BATH, WITH 
UTILITY ROOM & ENCLOSED PORCH 
New furnace & hot water heater, central 
air. $8,000 OBO (734) 740-6402         6/26

------------

1992 16 FOOT PONTOON & 
TRAILER. 28 HP Johnson, $2,300.
(734) 904-6244                  7/03

------------
CLEAN OUT SALE. Nice airtight 
wood stove, Generac generator 7000, 
chipper/shredder. Call for prices. 
(734) 564-8018                              7/03

------------
2007 19’ SEA DOO SPEED BOAT WITH 
TRAILER. Seats 8, black & cream color. 
$15,499 OBO (734) 697-4518               6/26

------------
20’ CAR TRAILER STEEL/
DIAMOND PLATE. With ramps. $2,600 
(734) 697-0528                             6/26

------------
MEN’S 26” YELLOW TEN SPEED. Been 
in storage for 20 + years, good condition, 
new seat. $300 OBO (734) 740-2516    6/26

------------
SAMSUNG GAS DOUBLE OVEN $450. 
Samsung double door fridge $350. Both 
less than 5 years old. (734) 706-3103     6/19

------------
VOIT 963 EXERCISE SYSTEM-$200 
& a Treadmill-$100. In Belleville-call or 
text for pictures. 313-407-5540          6/26

------------
WESTERN SNOWPLOW- 7 ½’. $500 
OBO. (734) 417-3233                        6/26

------------
FOOD GRADE BARRELS Plastic 
& metal. Inventory & pictures at 
www.mattsbarrels.com, call or text
(734) 474-5981. Located in Willis.   7/03

------------
FENCE BOARDS 2 x 6 and 2 x 8, 
reasonable.   (734) 461-1414  HAY, 
round bails (708) 646-7595               6/27

------------
AKC FRENCHIE’S, YELLOW LABS, 
YORKIES, AND TEDDY BEARS. Great 
prices! Frisky & vet checked. Ypsilanti. 
View puppies at petcitypets.com. 
(734) 487-0800                              6/19

------------

1977 AVANTI  II - 81,193 actual 
miles. Full power, air, original interior. 
Nice wheels, good tires, silver/grey. 
350 Vett motor. Head turner. $16,500 
(734) 697-0528                              6/26

------------
2008 MERCURY SABLE 83,000 miles. 
Full power, air, clean, AM/FM cassette. 
Cheap driver thru next presidential 
election. $4,400 (734) 697-0528          6/26

------------
1991 BUICK REGAL SPORT COUPE 
49,000 actual miles, very reliable 
transportation. (734) 695-0819          7/03

------------
JIMMIES  GEMS. Clean classic used cars. 
Call today. (734) 695-0819              7/03

------------

FIVE KITTENS. 7 Weeks old, 2 male & 
3 female. (734) 775-7916                     6/26

------------
FREE MOVEABLE BASKETBALL 
HOOP. Needs some TLC but still has some 
life left. (734) 740-2516                   6/26

------------
FIREWOOD & KINDLING. You cut. 
(734) 941-9567                                   6/26 

------------
FREE FILL. Delivery available. 
(734) 697-1183. Yost Sand & Gravel. 
Belleville.                               TFN

------------

VEHICLES FOR SALE
FREE

------------
CASH PAID FOR Sports cards 
and Comic Books. 50s, 60s, 70s. 
Private collector can come to you.
(734) 697-3546                                       6/19

------------
CASH PAID FOR OLD/NON-WORKING 
Motorcycles, dirt bikes & ATV’s 
(734) 340-7807                            7/24

------------
WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                            TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS 
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600                 TFN

------------

------------
A-1 QUALITY MOBILE HOME 
SERVICE. Licensed over 50 yrs. Seniors, 
Veterans, 1st Responders & Educators 
10% off. (734) 397-2615                6/26

------------
PIANO LESSONS AGES 3 & UP. 
All experience levels welcome. 
Enrollment starting in July. Call/text 
(734) 706-7750                            6/26

------------
DEPENDABLE LAWN SERVICE. 
Commercial & residential lawn cutting,  
aerating, mulch, shrub trimming, spring 
clean-up. De-thatching, sod & seeding. 
(734) 587-2410 or (734) 693-4712     9/04

------------
RANDY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE. 
Specializing in power washing, painting, 
mobile homes & other home repairs. 
(734) 306-8909                            6/19

------------
I N T E R I O R / E X T E R I O R 
MAINTENANCE. Painting, roof 
leaks, cleaning & gutter repair, 
landscape maintenance & power 
washing.  (734) 796-3628           6/12

------------
LARRY’S HANDYMAN SERVICE.
No job too small. Interior/exterior painting, 
wallpaper, plumbing, powerwashing 
& carpentry. (618) 267-7774        10/02

------------
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT
CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

HELP WANTED

  ••  $31,200.00 - $37,050.00 to
       start
  ••  Double time rates paid for
     hours over 40, after 6 months
  ••  Full paid training
  ••  Paid Time Off after 120 days 
  ••  Company paid medical and
      life insurance
  ••  Vision & Dental insurance
  ••  Paid Holidays
  ••  IRA savings program

Please call (734) 753-9956
or email

newbostonrtm@yahoo.comnewbostonrtm@yahoo.com

Production/Manufacturing 
Trainees - 1st Shift

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

------------
ANGUS COW HELPER. Part-time, 
afternoons, large animal experience 
preferred. Located in Sumpter. Steady 
work, must be reliable  . $13/hr. 
Text (313) 648-6263                    7/03

------------
SENIOR LOOKING FOR HELP. Brick 
repair and drywall. (734) 706-3103     6/19

------------

By Ashleigh Klein
4-H Program Coordinator

MSU Extension,  Wayne County 4-H

   The Wayne County 4-H Livestock Clinic is an 
educational event designed to prepare youth for 
success in livestock projects and exhibitions.
   Open to all 4-H members, the clinic provides 
hands-on learning opportunities with a focus 
on animal care, showmanship, and industry 
best practices. Youth participants engage 
with experienced presenters and industry 
professionals to gain valuable knowledge on 
topics such as feeding and nutrition, grooming, 
animal health, and proper handling techniques.

Clinic teaches 4-H members how to nuture their livestock
   The clinic offers species-specific sessions, 
including beef, swine, goats, rabbits/cavy, 
and poultry, ensuring youth receive targeted 
instruction relevant to their project animals.
   In addition to hands-on skill-building, 
youth practice show ring etiquette and receive 
feedback to help build their confidence and 
abilities ahead of fair season.
   Now in its third year, the Wayne County 4-H 
Livestock Clinic has continued to grow in size, 
scope, and impact, serving as a key educational 
opportunity for youth engaged in livestock 
projects.
   What began as a single-day clinic has evolved 
into a two-day event, with small animal sessions 

this year held Friday evening and large animal 
programming offered all day Saturday, May 16-
17, at the Wayne County Fairgrounds.
   This expanded format allowed for deeper 
learning and better scheduling for families and 
volunteers.
   In 2025, 40 youth participated, up from 26 
in 2024, marking a 54% increase in attendance. 
Participants ranged in experience levels, from 
first-year members to seasoned showmen, and 
they engaged in both species-specific sessions 
and broader livestock project workshops.
  This year’s clinic included: showmanship 
sessions for beef, dairy, swine, goats, rabbits/
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cavies, and poultry. It also included educational 
classes on breed and market classes, nutrition 
and illness, halter breaking and training, animal 
first aid, and marketing your 4-H project.
Participants were excited, engaged, and eager to 
apply the knowledge they had learned.
   One youth, after attending the Marketing 
Your 4-H Project session, shared, “This was 
my second-favorite class. Pigs were my first. 
It’s hard to beat pigs.” Another noted, “I didn’t 
know there were different ways to talk to 
buyers. I feel more confident now that I know 
how to explain my project.”
   When asked what they enjoyed most about 
the clinic, one participant enthusiastically 
responded, “The hands-on aspect! Having the 
opportunity to touch and interact with the small 
animals was awesome.”
   This sentiment reflects the clinic’s commitment 
to experiential learning, providing youth with 
genuine opportunities to connect with animals 
and develop practical skills through direct 
interaction.
   The impact of the clinic extended beyond the 
youth as well, thanks to a committed team of 
more than 10 volunteers and MSU Extension 
staff, who contributed nearly 100 combined 
hours to planning, preparing, and leading the 
sessions. Their dedication ensured a high-
quality experience, and their presence helped 
model leadership, teamwork, and knowledge-
sharing.
   Additionally, the clinic received financial 
support from the Michigan Farm Bureau 4-H 
Excellence in Agriculture Grant, awarded to 
Wayne County volunteer Donna Budd in 2024.
   This funding allowed for the addition of 
new sessions and supplies as well as covering 
the cost of clinicians, ultimately enriching the 
overall program experience for youth.
   We would also like to give a special thank 
you to the sponsors for the 2025 Wayne County 
4-H Livestock Clinic T-shirts: A Design Line 
Embroidery LLC, Budd Farm, Cadillac Asphalt 
LLC, Garden Fantasy on Main, Parkway 
Services Inc, and Robson’s Greenhouse.
   The Wayne County 4-H Livestock Clinic 
is more than just a learning event; it’s a 
transformational experience for youth, fostering 
confidence, deepening their knowledge, and 
strengthening their connection to agriculture. 
By offering both species-specific and project-
based learning opportunities, the clinic 
equips youth with practical skills, encourages 
responsibility, and prepares them to be confident 
representatives of their 4-H projects. Each 
year, the clinic continues to grow “bigger and 
better,” proving its value in developing the next 
generation of livestock leaders and ag-savvy 

4-H
(continued from page 15)

youth in Wayne County.
   With strong volunteer support, grant funding, 
and a commitment to excellence, the clinic 
stands as a shining example of what’s possible 
through the 4-H program in Wayne County.
   Join us at the 2025 Wayne County Fair! Come 
see all the hard work and dedication of our 4-H 
youth on display at the Wayne County Fair, 
Aug. 4–9, 2025. From livestock to creative arts, 
4-H’ers will be showcasing the projects they’ve 
worked on all year.
   Don’t miss the Wayne County Youth Auction 
on Thursday, Aug. 7 at 6 p.m., where you’ll have 
the opportunity to support local 4-H members in 
their market animal projects. It’s a great way to 
invest in the future of agriculture and celebrate 
the accomplishments of our youth!
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

(Continued on page 18)

Sunday, June 8:
   0837 – vehicle lockout, Carmell St.
   0849 – ordinance violation – all 7300 MICR codes, 
E. Columbia Ave.
   1412 – suicidal person, Estrada Dr.
   1604 – road hazard, Belleville Rd./N. Liberty St.
   1714 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Oxford Ct. / Victorian Ln.
   1910 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N. 
Liberty St.
   1859 – welfare check, Loza Ln.
   2034 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, N. 
Liberty St.
Monday, June 9:
   0123 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Carmell St.
   1126 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Carmell St.
   1209 – property damage accident, Main St.
   1418 – retail fraud, South St.
   1413 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Sumpter Rd.
   1730 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   2008 – welfare check, S. Liberty St.
   2345 – 911 welfare check, Harbou Pointe Dr.

There were 346 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police this week including the following.
Sunday, June 8:
   0003 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Pond Bluff Dr.
   0202 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   0226 – welfare check, Lighthouse Dr.
   0854 – assist other dept., Rawsonville Rd.
   0914 – intrusion alarm, Maude Ct.
   0914 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1017 – 911 welfare check, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   1158 – welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   1158 – welfare check, Martz Rd.
   1227 – family trouble, Parkwood Dr.
   1353 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   1456 – civil matter, Frederick Ct.
   1508 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Menards
   1548 – civil matter, Oak Ln.
   xxxx – civil matter, DNR boat launch/Rawsonville
   1639 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   1706 – assist citizen, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1817 – animal complaint, Haggerty Rd.
   1833 – traffic offense, Martinsville Rd./Riggs Rd.
   1838 – assist fire dept., Marina Dr.
   1958 – juvenile complaint, Bog Rd.
   2047 – fight, Belleville Rd.
   2146 – welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2221 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Locust Dr.
Monday, June 9:
   0403 – welfare check, Oak Ln.
   0752 – welfare check, Bak Rd.
   0755 – intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.
   0900 – intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.
   0924 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Florence Ln.
   xxxx – misc. complaint, Tyler Rd.
   1012 – neighbor trouble, Parkside Dr.
   1049 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Van 
Buren St.
   1126 – motorist assist, Haggerty Rd./N. I-94 Service 
Dr.
   1132 – assist other dept., Carmell St.
   1158 – property damage accident, W. I-94/rest area
   1200 – property damage accident, Freedom Way
   1222 – property damage accident, Ecorse Rd. / 
Belleville Rd.
   1324 – welfare check, Parkwood Dr.
   1416 – 911 welfare check, rest area
   1414 – mental subject, Parkwood Dr.
   1504 – larceny, Belleville Rd.
   1452 – threat, Ecorse Rd.
   xxxx – fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1515 – parking complaint, Bristol
   1617 – leaving the scene of the property damage 
accident, Haggerty Rd./Van Born Rd.
   1621 – personal injury accident, Tyler/Belleville
   1648 – holdup alarm, Belleville Rd.
   1713 – fraud, Savage Rd.
   1716 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Stanley Rd.
   1910 – threat, N. Cumberland Dr.
   1925 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2011 – motorist assist, Belleville Rd./Harmony Ln.
   2030 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   2110 – juvenile complaint, S. I-94 Service/Beckley
   2136 – intrusion alarm, Kouza Ct.
   xxxx – repossession, Parkwood Dr.
Tuesday, June 10:
   0122 – warrant arrest, Michigan Ave./Holmes
   0328 – animal complaint, Tyler Rd.
   0336 – animal complaint, Van Buren Estates
   0826 – larceny from auto, Meadows Cir.
   xxxx – private property impound, Belleville Rd.
   0951 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Ecorse Rd.
   1035 – parking complaint, Sunrise Ln./Belleville
   1101 – larceny, Harmony Ln.
   1104 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1300 – animal complaint, Country Ln.
   1321 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Jeannette Ave.
   1423 – assist other dept., Richard Run Dr.
   1348 – lost property/child, W. Huron River Dr.
   1402 – fight, Belleville Rd.
   1443 – welfare check, S. Ponderosa Trl.

   1504 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Ecorse Rd.
   1539 – animal complaint, Country Walk Blvd.
   1628 – trespassing, Haggerty Rd.
   1816 – parking complaint, Milton Dr./Camden Rd.
   1749 – 911 welfare check, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   1757 – mental subject, Parkwood Dr.
   1757 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1814 – welfare check, Tyler Rd./Belleville Rd.
   1826 – domestic, Marina Dr.
   1841 – domestic, Oak Ln.
   1924 – domestic, Sugarbush Ln.
   1947 – trespassing, Parkwood
   2054 – traffic offense, Riggs Rd./Martinsville Rd.
   2111 – larceny, Savage Rd.
   2119 – fight, Sawgrass Ct.
   2220 – harassment call, America
   2222 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Belleville Rd./S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2227 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   2256 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Red 
Oak Dr.
   2334 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Harmony Ln./Harbor Ln.
   2327 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Haggerty
Wednesday, June 11:
   0048 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   0346 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd./Tyler Rd.
   0412 – assist other dept., Parkwood Dr.
   0448 – intrusion alarm, Rawsonville Rd.
   0738 – property damage accident, Rolan Meadows 
Dr. / Tavistock Dr.
   0815 – welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   1104 – malicious destruction of property, Assembly 
St.
   1151 – welfare check, McBride Ave./Pierce St.
   1216 – vehicle lockout, Holly Ln.
   1416 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   1444 – civil matter, Freedom Way
   1458 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1505 – larceny, Ironwood Dr.
   1518 – animal complaint, Parkwood Dr.
   1526 – domestic, Briarwood Dr.
   1525 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Belleville Rd./Quirk Rd.
   1558 – property damage accident, Hannan Rd./N. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   1718 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   1928 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1954 – mental subject, Parkwood Dr.
   2111 – civil matter, Brandi Dr.
   2153 – civil matter, Jackson St.
   2343 – noise complaint, Arlene Ln.   
Thursday, June 12:
   0049 – welfare check, Ecorse Rd./Hannan Rd.
   0322 – assault & battery, Martinsville Rd.
   0529 – intrusion alarm, Van Born Rd.
   0713 – intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.
   1020 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1058 – welfare check, Elwell Rd.
   1102 – civil matter, Belmont Dr.
   1317 – animal complaint, Beck Rd./Tyler Rd.
   1714 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Morton Taylor Rd.
   1734 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Savage Rd.
   xxxx – disorderly, Tyler Rd.
   xxxx – property damage accident, Haggerty Rd. / N. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   2102 – property damage accident, Lilac Ln.
   2022 – property damage accident, Oak Ln.
   2123 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   2152 – animal complaint, Burtrig St.
   2144 – road hazard, Martz Rd.
   2248 – neighbor trouble, Outer Dr.
   2245 – intrusion alarm, Ecorse Rd.
   2246 – intrusion alarm, E. Huron River Dr.
Friday, June 13:
   0003 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Oak 
Ln.
   0034 – sexual assault, Maple Dr.
   0111 – welfare check, Denton Rd.
   0122 – fight, S. Bellridge Dr.
   xxxx – animal complaint, E. Huron River Dr. / 
Haggerty Rd.
   0733 – motorist assist, W. Huron River Dr.
   0721 – larceny from auto, Brandi Dr.
   0733 – assist other dept., Sunset Pond Cir.
   1109 – malicious destruction of property, Maple
   1210 – fraud, Edgedale Dr.
   1209 – juvenile complaint, Green Meadows
   1253 – property damage accident, Ecorse/I-275

   1436 – intrusion alarm, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1551 – prisoner transport, Romulus Police
   1551 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Woodgrove Dr.
   1604 – holdup alarm, Dorchester Dr.
   1619 – property damage accident, Ecorse Rd./
Morton Taylor Rd.
   1715 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, Bak 
Rd.
   1841 – traffic offense, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   xxxx – private property impound, Belleville Rd.
   xxxx – private property impound, Belleville Rd.
   xxxx – private property impound, Belleville Rd.
   1828 – civil matter, Belleville Rd.
   1852 – welfare check, Rose Blvd.
   2009 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Belleville Rd. / N. I-94 Service Dr.
   2108 – 911 welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   2138 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Westlake Cir.
   2240 – suicidal person, Sylvia Dr.
   2243 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, S. 
I-94 Service Dr.
   xxxx – assist other dept., Meadowlark
Saturday, June 14:
   0101 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   0130 – hospice death, Ryznar Dr.
   0354 – assist other dept., S. Bellridge Dr.
   xxxx – welfare check, Belleville Rd.
   0816 – disorderly, Elwell Rd.
   0820 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   0852 – fraud, Rawsonville Rd.
   1450 – malicious destruction of property, McBride
   0946 – personal injury accident, E. Huron River Dr. 
/ Haggerty Rd.
   1202 – malicious destruction of property, W. 
Archwood Dr.
   1159 – holdup alarm, Cobblestone Ct.
   1244 – welfare check, Westlake Cir.
   1256 – disorderly, Belleville Rd.
   xxxx – private property impound, Belleville Rd.
   1327 – vehicle lockout, Belleville Rd.
   1533 – property damage accident, Ecorse/Beck
   1819 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Winchester St./Victoria St.
   1909 – trespassing, Belleville Rd.
   1811 – civil matter, Outer Dr.
   1811 – welfare check, Ecorse/I-275
   2010 – 911 welfare check, Parkwood
   2012 – juvenile complaint, Country Ln./Freedom 
Way
   2044 – intrusion alarm, Haggerty Rd.
   2140 – leaving the scene of a property damage 
accident, Belleville Rd./Ecorse Rd.
   2144 – breaking & entering, Senate St.
   2205 – welfare check, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2246 – intrusion alarm, Belleville Rd.
   2312 – animal complaint, Tyler Rd.
Also, on this log are 141 traffic stops, 31 of which 
are on the I-94 freeway. There also are nine ordinance 
violations.

Sunday, June 8:
   0324 – larceny report, Colorado St.
   0348 – family trouble, Nevada St.
   0609 – 911 hangup, Montana St.
   0849 – assist other agency, 13000 bl. Rawsonville
   0958 – citizen assist, Oakville Waltz/Sumpter
   1145 – assist other agency, Rustic Ln.
   1232 – assist other agency, Rustic Ln.
   1326 – family trouble, Magnolia Dr.
   1327 – civil matter, 29000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1353 – personal injury accident, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Willis Rd.
   1956 – operating while intoxicated arrest, Harris Rd. 
/ Martinsville Rd.
   2259 – suspicious circumstance, 45000 bl. Judd
   2310 – follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter
Monday, June 9:
   0702 – suspicious circumstance, Georgia St.
   1030 – animal complaint, 42000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1137 – missing person, 18000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   1239 – traffic complaint/hazard, Rawsonville Rd. 
/ Bemis Rd.
   1349 – assault, Rustic Ln.
   1544 – suspicious circumstance, Judd Rd. / Haggerty 
Rd.
   1737 – assist other agency, 22000 bl. Karr Rd.
   1755 – suspicious person, Carriage Ln.
   1813 – assist other agency, Rustic Ln.
   1940 – fire dept. assist, 25000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   2121 – neighbor dispute, 45000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   2143 – assault, Iowa St.
   2201 – noise complaint, 45000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   2359 – welfare check, 51000 bl. Wear Rd.
Tuesday, June 10:
   0016 – follow-up investigation, 45000 bl. Dunn
   0124 – suspicious circumstance, 21000 bl. Bohn
   0137 – civil matter, Carriage Ln.
   0222 – noise complaint, 45000 bl. Dunn Rd.
   0930 – animal complaint, Bemis/Martinsville
   1148 – citizen assist, 19000 bl. Lohr Rd.
   1205 – 911 hangup, Arizona St.

Tuesday, June 10:
   0023 – intrusion alarm, Owen St.
   0831 – 911 welfare check, McBride
   1512 – animal complaint, E. Columbia Ave.
   1604 – juvenile complaint, Owen St.
   1729 – private property impound, Belle Villa Blvd.
   1748 – harassment call, Henry St.
   1812 – 911 welfare check, Madelon St.
   2002 – domestic, Carmell St.
   2247 – motorist assist, South St./E. Columbia Ave.
Wednesday, June 11:
   0114 – assist other dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   0801 – assist fire dept., Menlo Park Dr.
   0937 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, W. 
Columbia Ave.
   1109 – fraud, Menlo Park Dr.
   1541 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
High St.
   1724 – property damage accident, E. Huron River 
Dr. / Main St.
Thursday, June 12:
   0230 – family trouble, N. Aberdeen Ct.
   1841 – assist other dept., Haggerty/N. I-94 Service
   2041 – parking complaint, S. Liberty St.
Friday, June 13:
   0112 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
High St.
   0858 – juvenile complaint, W. Columbia Ave.
   0943 – parking complaint, N. Edgemont Ave. / 
Potter Dr.
   1033 – assist fire dept., Clarence St.
   1254 – suspicious person/vehicle/circumstance, 
Owen St.
   1432 – found property/child, High St.
   1550 – fraud, Henry St.
Saturday, June 14:
   1039 – parking complaint, South St.
   xxxx – repossession, Carmell St.
   1358 – breaking & entering, Edison Ave.
   2158 – welfare check, Main St.
   2216 – welfare check, Carmell St.
   2309 – welfare check, Loza Ln.
There are 95 reports on this week’s log, 49 of which 
are traffic stops.
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Things to do in the
Belleville area...

(continued from page 17)

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

   1219 – civil matter, Arizona St.
   1340 – follow-up investigation, 21000 bl. Bohn
   1416 – 911 hangup, Delaware St.
   1653 – welfare check, Willow Rd./Sherwood
   1816 – ORV complaint, Magnolia/Butternut
   1839 – animal complaint, Dakota/California
   1856 – family trouble, 45000 bl. Clay Rd.
   2030 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Elwell Rd.
Wednesday, June 11:
   0232 – resisting officer, 46000 bl. Traskos St.

   0637 – animal complaint, Willis Rd./Lohr Rd.
   0759 – fire dept. assist, Wayside Dr.
   0826 – 911 hangup, Magnolia Dr.
   0957 – assist other agency, New Mexico St.
   1413 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1715 – 911 hangup, 21000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1725 – 911 hangup, Rustic Ln.
   1926 – 911 hangup, 24000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   2020 – fire dept. assist, 42000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2058 – citizen assist, 17000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   2204 – family trouble, Mulberry Dr.
   2324 – family trouble, Knollwood Dr.
Thursday, June 12:
   0014 – family trouble, Mulberry Dr.
   0017 – civil matter, Rustic Ln.
   0327 – suspicious circumstance, 46000 bl. Judd
   0728 – fire dept. assist, Rustic Ln.
   0815 – civil matter, Georgia St.
   0940 – citizen assist, 47000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1002 – assist other agency, 23000 bl. Bohn Rd.

   1204 – fire dept. assist, Creekside Dr.
   1231 – suspicious circumstance, California St.
   1311 – harassment complaint, Iowa St.
   1412 – welfare check, 8200 bl. Oakville Waltz Rd.
   1519 – fraud complaint, 20000 bl. Martinsville
   1718 – personal injury accident, 47000 bl. Bemis 
Rd.
   1811 – family trouble, 41000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1941 – civil matter, Brookview Dr.
   2020 – follow-up investigation, Rustic Ln.
   2159 – animal complaint, 41000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2258 – suspicious circumstance, Utah St.
Friday, June 13:
   1151 – welfare check, Country Club Blvd.
   1211 – follow-up investigation, 18000 bl. Elwell
   1228 – 911 hangup, 27000 bl. Sherwood
   1349 – fire dept. assist, Alaska St.
   1459 – alarm, 24000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1708 – neighbor dispute, Colorado St.
   2200 – follow-up investigation, 23000 bl. Sumpter

   2210 – suspicious circumstance, 39000 bl. Willis 
Rd.
   2250 – family trouble, Knollwood Dr.
Saturday, June 14:
   0053 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Clark Rd.
   1001 – assist motorist, Oakville Waltz Rd. / 
Haggerty Rd.
   1247 – assist motorist, Birch Ct.
   1344 – ORV complaint, 45000 bl. Paris Dr.
   1348 – alarm, 45000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1621 – 911 hangup, 49000 bl. Arkona Rd.
   2021 – misdemeanor warrant arrest, Judd Rd. / 
Martinsville Rd.
   2040 – family trouble, 21000 bl. Elwell Rd.
   2250 – 911 hangup, Rustic Ln.
   2310 – noise complaint, 39000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2323 – welfare check, 25000 bl. Elwell Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 187 patrol checks, 65 
traffic stops, and 10 misc. details.
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    • Thursday, June 19 – Third Thursday in the 
Ville is from 5 to 8 p.m. when popup crafters 
are in the Fourth Street Square and inside retail 
businesses in downtown Belleville. It’s the 
Third Thursday of each month, from March 
through December.
    • Thursday, June 19 – Music Lakeside in 
Belleville, 7-9 p.m. Tonight is Paul Keller 
Quintet.
    • Friday, June 20 – Eagle Riders Steak Roast 
at the Van Buren Eagles, 9961 Beck Rd., Van 
Buren Township. Starts at 5 p.m. until gone, 
followed by entertainment.
   • Friday, Saturday and Sunday, June 20, 
21 and 22 – Thunder over Michigan at Willow 
Run Airport features the Blue Angels, along 
with USAF F-22 Raptor Demo Team and the 
Altus Joint Demo Team, plus much more. Get 
your tickets early.
    • Sunday, June 22 – BBQ Under the Pavilion 
is from 2-4 p.m. (or until we run out) at Pvt. 
James D. Donovan/Romulus VFW Post 78, 
39270 W. Huron River Dr., Romulus, (734) 
941-3030. $10 includes all sides and two 
hot dogs OR a hamburger OR +50 cents for 
a cheeseburger. Proceeds benefit the Honor 
Guard.
    • Monday, June 23 – A presentation, 
“Juneteenth: What Happened June 19, 1865?” 
begins at 6:30 p.m. at the Belleville Area 
District Library. Anthony Brogdon will lead 
the discussion. Sponsored by Friends of the 
Library.
    • Wednesday, June 25 – Van Buren Township 
DDA concert, 7-9 p.m., Harris Park with Infinity 
and Beyond Journey Tribute.
    • Thursday, June 26 – Music Lakeside in 
Belleville, 7-9 p.m. Tonight is Tall Cool One 
(Led Zeppelin Tribute Band).
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One Call Does It All...
...At The Independent

734-699-9020

Van Buren Township is currently undertaking a comprehensive planning effort to guide 
the future of housing, redevelopment, and community design and your input is essential. 
As part of this effort, residents are encouraged to complete the Housing Readiness 
Survey, which is open through June 27, 2025. The survey is an important opportunity 
for the community to share feedback on housing needs, preferences, and priorities that 
will help shape future development in the Township. This planning process, which began 
in Fall 2025 with stakeholder engagement which places focus on promoting walkable, 
mixed-use neighborhoods, expanding housing choices, and enhancing connectivity 
across public spaces. Resident feedback will directly inform zoning updates and 
redevelopment concepts, particularly for key sites such as the Belleville Road corridor 
and the 181-acre Ford Land Parcel.

The Township’s goal is to create vibrant, inclusive neighborhoods that reflect the 
needs of both current and future residents. By diversifying housing types, encouraging 
commercial reinvestment, and aligning zoning regulations with community priorities, Van 
Buren Township aims to strengthen its identity and economic vitality. Whether you’re a 
long-time resident or new to the area, your voice will help guide decisions that impact 
how and where people live, work, and connect.

Van Buren Housing and 
Neighborhood Survey

46425 TYLER RD, VAN BUREN TWP, M I  48111

Scan the Code for more information and
 Community Input Survey

vbtmi.gov
SCAN ME

•  Storm Clean Up
•  Free Estimates
•  Tree Topping & Trimming
•  Tree & Shrub Removal
•  Stump Removal • Bucket Service

Insured & Senior Discounts

50% DISCOUNT IF YOU KEEP WOOD/BRUSH!

BONECUTTERS
TREE EXPERTS, LLC

(734) 431-4202

STORM DAMAGE & 
SPRING DISCOUNTS!

YEAR ROUND
SERVICE BY

PROFESSIONALS

the beeping as trucks back up should not 
disturb residents on the other side of Beck 
Road, whose properties are zoned M-1.
   She said she is working with the company 
on its tree listings, which number 2,403, 
and how to replace the 1,708 trees that must 
be removed. The Michigan Department of 
Environment, Great Lakes, and Energy 
(EGLE) is working with developers on the 
wetlands, she said.
   Applicant Danny Sampson of Sterling 
Development Group said they had a 
meeting with neighbors on May 1 and 
it was good to meet them and hear their 

VBT Plan
(continued from page 3)

concerns. The traffic route to and from the 
site is to stay on Ecorse Road to Michigan 
Avenue to I-94 to keep trucks from their 
homes.
   Fishbeck engineers, consultants to 
the township, and Wayne County have 
determined no signal is needed at the 
entryway on Ecorse Road. A Michigan Left 
might be considered on Ecorse, said Paul 
Kammer of Fishbeck, noting the Michigan 
Left at Ecorse and Belleville roads is not 
working very well.
   “I can’t promise a truck won’t make a 
wrong turn,” Sampson said, noting the 
truck drivers work for Stellantis and have 
GIS and know to go west on Ecorse. “We 
have the three-strike rule.”

   He said they plan to start work on the site 
during the Third Quarter.
   Krishnan said the nearest home is 1,000 
feet away from the outside storage area.
   When asked about hours, Sampson said 
it is a 24-hour facility with two shifts. He 
said there will be no noise from the site as 
loud as a train on the tracks to the north or 
an airplane taking off to the south.
   When asked what is stored outdoors, 
Sampson replied it was mostly vehicle 
frames and they will not be stacked more 
than 14 feet high.
   After the commission voted unanimously 
to send a recommendation to the township 
board to approve the special land use, it 
moved on to the request for a preliminary 

site plan for Project Venture.
   Krishnan said the project is identified as a 
“truck terminal.” It has a water tank on the 
northwest side to provide water for the fire 
loop. There also is a guard house to check 
trucks into the secure facility, she said. 
Employees enter the northwest entrance 
with cards.
   Developers had presented a May 2025 
traffic study and Krishnan said in the 
future, Wayne County could put a light at 
the Ecorse/Denton intersection.
   She said they probably will need a 
deceleration lane for the turn into the site 
since Ecorse is a “fast road.” She stated the 
eastbound truck turns would block Ecorse 
on both sides of the boulevard, since the 
trucks are 75 feet long.
   The fire department asked that emergency 
access be put in at the northwest and 
northeast parts of the project. Also, the fire 
department required a bypass lane east of 
the guardhouse so fire apparatus could get 
to the site in an emergency.
   Treasurer Sharry Budd, who sits on the 
commission, suggested that the service 
drive along the north side of Ecorse at the 
site should be abandoned by the county 
since it will serve no purpose and it is ugly.
   Sampson agreed and said he and the 
township will talk to the county about that.
   After much more discussion, the 
preliminary site plan was unanimously 
approved with 15 conditions. Project 
Venture will go to the Board of Zoning 
Appeals to seek variances for a second 
monument sign for the employee entrance, 
a larger sign than allowed, and a 10-foot 
security fence.
   Sampson said the 10-foot fence is the 
height globally for the business to protect 
the millions of dollars of auto parts inside.
   The necessity of sidewalks that “go to 
nowhere” will be reviewed for deferral 
before the final site plan.
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WELCOME, 
MIKE GENTRY!

9800 BELLEVILLE RD.
(734) 697-9161

WWW.ATCHINSON.NET

4 PARCELS ON THE CORNER OF
BEMIS & MARTINSVILLE. CORNER LOT
1 ACRE BETTER HURRY NOW $50,000

GLENN SILVENIS
www.MrSold.com418 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111 SELL PHONE (734) 740-3000
Office (734) 699-4000email: mrsold@mrsold.com

website: mrsold.com

CROSSROADS III

Real Trends Rankings
Top 1% Nationwide

Prior #1, #2 and #3 RE/MAX
Agent Southeastern Michigan

Mayor City of Belleville
1987-1995

WILLIS & MARTINSVILLE 1.64AC $65,000

BELLEVILLE 3 RESIDENTIAL LOTS ONE
PRICE. TOTALING .41 ACRES WITH CITY
WATER AND SEWER AT STREET $49,000

GRANT & WAHRMAN 4 ACRES LT IND BY
METRO AIRPORT $250,000

3 ACRES - COMMERCIAL CORNER AT
SUMPTER AND WILLOW NOW $150,000GRANT ROMULUS 1.8 AC LT IND $39,500

*** BELLEVILLE LAKEFRONT *** 2405
RAWSONVILLE 99X328 .74 AC $99,900

WE DON’T CHARGE WHAT THE OTHER BROKERS CHARGE - NO DOCUMENT STORAGE FEES NO COMPLIANCE FEES NO JUNK FEES

3 PARCELS 22530 Bohn Road Sumpter Twp
One is 10.7 Acres at $120,000 and 2.37 Acres
at $45,000 and 1.87 at $45,000

1 PARCEL LEFT

209 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE
IT’S A POSSIBLE ANYTHING! 7,000+ Square Foot Build-
ing on High Traffic Main Street. Large Rooms Everywhere
Finished Basement 6 plus Car Attached Garage. $749,000

8525 CHERRY HILL, SUPERIOR TOWNSHIP
IN A MOST PRIVATE WORLD. Premium Kitchen, 4 bed-
rooms (First Floor Master), 3 1/2 Baths, 4,400 Sq Ft , Fin-
ished Basement, 40x60 Pole Barn on 5 1/2 Acres. $1,099,900

37416 THERESA LANE, HURON TOWNSHIP
RANCH LISTING Featuring 2 Bedrooms, 2 Baths, Huge
Basement, Premium Kitchen, All Appliances, Hardwood
Floors, Big Oversize Garage, Deck, Generator. $338,500

1140 E HURON RIVER DR, VAN BUREN TWP 13300 EDGEDALE, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP
THIS IMPRESSIVE VICTORIAN home offers an openfam-
ily room and dining room with Hardwood floors showcas-
ing the arched windows. 3 bedrooms, 2 bathrooms $278,500

39 MORROSS CIRCLE DEARBORN $25,000

250 LIBERTY #310, BELLEVILLE
THIRD FLOOR PENTHOUSE LIKE VIEWS of Belleville
Lake in One of the Largest Two Bedroom units. Includes the
use of Lakefront Dock and Covered Parking $175,000

CUSTOM BUILT Brick Ranch 3 Bedrooms,3 1/2 Baths,
Hardwood Floors, New Carpet, Lafada Kitchen, Finished
Basement, 3 Car Garage, Generator, New Roof. $599,500

13691 BASSWOOD, VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP 20375 SUMPTER RD, SUMPTER TWP

CUSTOM BUILT Brick and Vinyl Ranch featuring 3 Large
Bedrooms and 2 Full Baths with 1,600+ SF Countless up-
grades. Extra Large 2 1/2 Car Attached Garage. $320,000

SOLD

PENDING
84 ACRES OAKVILLE WALTZ, ASH TOWN-
SHIP PAVED STREET NEAR I-275 $795,000

PENDINGPENDING

PENDING

Brick Farm House on 10 Acres. 2 Car Garage plus Two Pole
Barns. 3 Bedrooms, Basement, Updated Electric and Plumb-
ing, Deck, City Water and Sewer, Paved Street $406,000


