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“Storm Tree” by Robert Garcia is 
placed at the Davenport Center on 
E. Columbia Avenue in Belleville. 
Cost to purchase the sculpture is 
$4,000.

“The Sun with Two Moons” by 
Dave Vande Vusse is at Five Points 
in Belleville. Cost to purchase the 
sculpture is $7,500.“The Veteran” by Mike Sohikian 

is at the Fourth Street Square in 
Belleville. Cost to purchase the 
sculpture is $9,500.

“Riding High” by Elisabeth 
Scheffert is in front of Chase Bank. 
Cost to purchase the sculpture is 
$2,500. 

“Lupine” by Pamela Reithmeier is 
at the Walgreen store on Belleville 
Road in Van Buren Township. 
Cost to purchase the sculpture is 
$4,500.

“Self Series VIIII” by the Nordin 
Brothers – Israel and Erik Nordin 
– is between McDonald’s and Taco 
Bell on Belleville Road in Van 
Buren Township. Cost to purchase 
the sculpture is $21,000.

“Gustometer” by Beau Bilenki is at 
the triangle at Belleville and Quirk 
roads in Van Buren Township. 
Cost to purchase the sculpture is 
$15,000.

“Venus Redux” by Marie Brown 
is at the entrance to the City of 
Belleville on Main Street and 
Denton Road. Cost to purchase 
the sculpture is $6,000.

“Icarus” by Mike Sohikian is 
in Horizon Park on High Street 
in the City of Belleville. Cost to 
purchase the sculpture is $10,000.

“Box of Flowers” by Jennifer 
Meyer is in front of Belle Tire 
on Belleville Road in Van Buren 
Township. Cost to purchase the 
sculpture is $1,600.

   On May 26, the six Michigan 
Sculpture Initiative pieces that 
have been on display in the City 
of Belleville for about a year 
were removed and replaced 

Ten outdoor sculptures installed in VBT and City of Belleville
with new sculptures.
   There are six new sculptures 
in the city and four sculptures 
at locations along Belleville 
Road in Van Buren Township. 

This is the first time VBT has 
displayed outdoor sculptures.
   The ten sculptures are being 
leased for public display 
for a year at a total cost of 
about $16,250, paid in a joint 
program by the Downtown 
Development Authorities in 
the city and the township.
   The sculptures are available 

for purchase in a year and the 
artists have posted their asking 
prices.
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BEST CHIMNEY
& ROOFING CO.

« CHIMNEYS BUILT -
     REPAIRED & CLEANED

« SCREENS INSTALLED

« TUCK POINTING

« ROOFING & GUTTERS

« RESIDENTIAL

« COMMERCIAL

« VIOLATIONS CORRECTED

WORKERS
COMPENSATION &

GENERAL LIABILITY TO
PROTECT HOME OWNER

Since 1962 FREE ESTIMATES

STATE LIC # 40800

SERVING BELLEVILLE &
SOUTHEAST MICHIGAN

www.bestchimneyandroofing.com

734-242-2992
WE DO

PORCHES

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

OUR 50 th
YEAR!

The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

60 Main Street, Downtown Belleville
Open 7 Days 6am – 10pm • (734) 697-3033

SAM’S PLACE
FAMILY DINING

BAI

• Try Our Delicious Homemade Stir Frys,
   Greek Salads, Stuffed Cabbage,
   Perogies & Other Polish Combos
• All You Can Eat Fish  – $9.99 Everyday
• Daily Lunch & Dinner Specials

BAI

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person
Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 

Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 6/30/2016

$5 OFF
From 11am – 10pm Everyday
Any Purchase of $25 or More
Dine-in only. With coupon. Not valid with 

any other offer. One coupon per visit. One 
coupon per table. Expires 6/30/2016

10% OFF
Minimum $4.50 Purchase

Entire
Bill

BAI

Not valid on specials. With coupon only. Coupon may 
not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 6/30/2016

Mini Breakfast  – $2.25
EGGS, HASH BROWNS,

BACON OR SAUSAGE/TOAST
With purchase of beverage per person

BAI

Mon-Fri 6am-11am. Not valid on specials. With coupon only. 
Coupon may not be combined. Dine-in only. Expires 6/30/2016

Quality Home
Maintenance Service

Belleville, MI 48111

Licensed
Insured www.AQHMS.com

Rick Smith
Electrician

Builder
734-968-4509

Kitchens & Baths • Interior & Exterior Painting • Additions
Basements • Decks • Pole Barns • Docks • Concrete

29 YEARS
EXPERIENCE

SCHEDULE NOW
Get 10% Off Indoor Work

During Spring Months!

All Insurances Welcome
Ltd. Lifetime Guarantee
Onsite Rental Cars

R.V. Repair
Auto Glass
Motorcycle

& Watercraft
734.699.7758
jim@sumptercollision.com
www.sumptercollision.com

James Chudzinski
Owner
21585 Sumpter Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

See
us
on TRAINED

575 Sumpter Road
Belleville, MI 48111

Leasing Phone: 734-699-8676
Join Our Waitlist: 1-800-593-3052
Monday, Wednesday & Friday 9:00am-Noon

TTD Phone: 1-800-348-7011

Email: seniorhousing@csi.coop
Website: www.csi.coop

“Camaraderie and serenity of mind make ours a happy home!”

Quality, Non-profit Housing for Seniors 62+

Belleville

Belleville Co-Op Apts.

is 100% Smoke Free

TREE SERVICE, INC.

10% OFF TREE REMOVAL 
OVER $300 w/AD*

OVER 20 YEARS EXPERIENCE
Fully Insured

No Tree Too Big, No Tree Too Small
734-753-5800

tnttree.com
*ONLY VALID AT TIME OF ESTIMATE.

Enroll in Our Summer Program

Belleville 
Child Care

For children ages 22 to 12 years.
We offer:
   Pre-School
   2 Directors
  We Accept DHS
  No Registration Fee

40 Years Experience & Qualified Teachers.
Open Mon.-Fri - 6am - 6pm

734-697-4523
41505 S. I-94 Service Drive
Belleville, Michigan 48111



Page 2� Belleville Area Independent/June 9, 2016June 9, 2016/Belleville Area Independent� Page 3

SECOND FRONT PAGE

(continued on page 19)

   On Monday, May 30, the winners of the 
Sumpter Township Country Fest Cutest 
Baby contest were announced.
   In the Cutest Baby Girl contest, Jasmine 
Larr is the first-place winner. She is the 
daughter of Heather Napoletano and Spike 
Larr of Sumpter Township. The second-
place winner is Haiden Bailey Hnot, 
the daughter of Justin Hnot and Joanna 
Klien of Van Buren Township. Coming in 
third in the contest is Kara Grandowicz, 
the daughter of Tommy and Morgan 
Grandowicz of Wayne.
   In the Cutest Baby Boy contest, first-
place winner is Thomas Truchan, son 
of Melinda Harris and Brian Truchan of 
Westland. Hunter Ray Kull is the second-
place winner. He is the son of Felicia 
and Steven Kull of Van Buren Township. 
George Salajan IV, son of Katie Barnett and 
George Salajan III, of Sumpter Township, 
is the third-place winner.
   Other participants in the Cutest Baby 
Girl contest were Kiersten Bell, Jessabelle 

Sumpter Country Fest Cutest 
Baby contest winners announced

Bradley, Claire Smith, Avery Ella Williams, 
Addison Serna, Emma Marie Garcia, Alana 
Salisbury, Lana Barker, Rosalynn Grace 
Kazq, and Elizabeth Mason.
   Other participants in the Cutest Baby 
Boy contest were Thomas Blair, Grant 
James Beauregard, Adam Al Said, 
Kaiden Thompson, Jackson Joye, Gunner 
Grandowicz, Jesse Morgan, Samuel Horen, 
and Kodi Ryan Plozal.
   The staff of the Sumpter Parks and 
Recreation Commission would like to thank 
all of the contestants and their families 
for their participation and generosity. 
Thanks also goes to John Hennessey of 
Hennessey Engineering Inc., Southgate, 
who has sponsored the contest for many 
years. Proceeds from the contest help fund 
activities such as the Easter Egg Hunt, 
Family Fun Day, and the Christmas for 
Sumpter Families.

Virginia Belinksi
Sumpter Township

Thomas Truchan Hunter Ray Kull George Salajan IV

Jasmine Larr Haiden Bailey Hnot Kara Grandowicz

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   Peter Kudlak, serving as assistant 
superintendent in the Milan Area Schools 
since 2012, will take over as superintendent 
of the Van Buren Public Schools by July 
1 after unanimous action of the board of 
education on May 31.
   Kudlak previously was director of 
elementary education and elementary 
principal for the Plymouth-Canton 
Community Schools for five years, 
elementary principal in Flat Rock for five 
years, and a teacher in the Ypsilanti Public 
Schools for five years.
   This is his first job as superintendent.
   He was among the 32 candidates who 
applied for the position to replace former 
Superintendent Michael Van Tassel and 
one of the six chosen for interviews. Before 
those interviews, Dr. William Brown, 
assistant superintendent at Lenawee ISD, 
dropped out as a candidate because he was 
hired elsewhere.
   After interviewing the five remaining 
candidates and calling back three for second 
interviews, the school board chose Kudlak 
and he accepted. At its June 13 regular 
meeting the board is expected to accept the 
proposed contract and salary – somewhere 
between $130,000 and $132,000.
   The salary for the superintendent’s 
position was posted as between $130,000 
and $145,000 and Kudlak will be offered 
the number at the low end because this is 
his first job as superintendent.

Peter Kudlak to start as new superintendent of schools by July 1
   Van Tassel, who also had no experience as 
superintendent, left the district in February 
with a base salary of $139,000 after starting 
the job in February 2013 with a salary of 
$135,000.
   At his first interview on May 24, Kudlak 
said he has been in education for 21 years. 
He said his wife of 25 years is helping him 
and supporting him. He said his wife has 
worked events with him and even made 
crafty things to give to the teachers.
   They have two children.
   When he was asked how he builds 
consensus, he replied, “Listen to all the 
voices to be heard. Make sure all know 
where you’re going. They may have 
differences of opinion on how to get there, 
but they know where we’re going. It’s 
based on building trust.”
   When asked about working with 
administrators, Kudlak replied that it’s 
important to have a good-natured group 
where you can tell a joke.
   He said it’s important to have 
administrative retreats to go out and have 
fun and get to know each other and each 
other’s families.
   “You have to  be able to be where you 
can call someone up and get a different 
perspective … It takes a cohesive team to 
do that … Let your hair down,” he said.
   When asked about budget cuts, Kudlak 
replied that since he’s a a new superintendent 
coming in, he would be in favor of zero-
based budgeting, where you tear down the 
whole budget and build it back up with the 

most important things put in first.
   He said he believed it is important to look 
outside the box to get services done.
   When asked about how he would 
communicate with the board, he said he 
would give board members weekly updates 
and let them know as soon as possible 
about incidents. He could text, email, or 
phone, whatever they want. “I’ll be making 
a thousand decisions a day,” he said.
   When asked what his most significant 
challenge would be, he said he has a lot to 
learn in a new school district: the buildings, 
students, parents, PTOs.
   “I need to be in the community and get 
feedback,” he said.
   When asked about his management of 
others, Kudlak said, “I’m very personable, 
open. I’m going to listen. Sometimes the 
weight falls on the superintendent. Other 
times we can decide all together.”
   When asked to define school culture, 
he said, “Primarily it should be full of 
trust. Trust in the administration, teachers, 
parents. If teachers don’t have a voice about 
what’s happening in the classroom, there’s 
no reason for them to continue to improve. 
The culture is the key to everything.”
   When asked how he would help the 
district improve education, Kudlak was 
enthusiastic. “That’s in my wheelhouse. 
That’s the main part of my job. There’s no 
creativity if you all have to be on the same 
page on the same day. More people should 
be trying new things.
   “A culture of trial and error is good, 

where making mistakes is all part of being 
wonderful,” he said.
   When asked about the shrinking school 
population, Kudlak said he has been a 
part of downsizing schools and studied 
the reasons for fewer students. He said 
he looked at falling birthrates and charter 
schools.
   When asked what he thought a well-
rounded student was, he replied it was one 
who knows how to make choices. Curious. 
Knows how to be a citizen.
   “It’s important they are critical thinkers. 
They question. They know how to get 
along with everybody.”
   When asked how he would support the 
staff and improve morale, Kudlak said 
at staff meetings, he would start with an 
award.
   “People just need to be recognized,” he 
said, noting in the past he had a group, 
with members having their fingertips on 
the pulse of the staff, pick the people for 
awards.
   “Make it fun,” he said, adding one time he 
had a piñata with school supplies inside.
   “It’s a tough job,” he said of being 
a teacher. “They feel beat up from up 
above.”
   He was told that during input from 
the community the board was told the 
next superintendent needed to be highly 
visible.
   “I do shopping, walk around, am visible,” 
he said. “I get my haircut locally, so people 
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   One reader commented on last week’s 
story about the Jeep Wrangler mounting a 
Van Buren Police car’s left front tire: “It 
could mess up the front-end alignment 
and possibly damage front-end parts. The 
police Ford Explorer doesn’t have the 
heavy-duty, off-road, front-end parts like 
the Jeep does.”

***
   A mother was before Judge David Parrott 
on June 1 to accept a plea deal in a charge 
against her. She pled guilty to disturbing a 
school. She told the judge that on April 27 
she was upset and loud at Romulus Middle 
School. When Judge Parrott asked her 
to explain what happened, she said first, 
her son had a sandwich stolen at school. 
Then, his jacket was stolen. On April 27, 
she saw her son coming home without his 
shirt and shoes and she lost it. She went 
to the school to loudly complain and was 
arrested. She now has to pay $245 in fines 
and fees and behave herself for six months 
and the charge will be dismissed.

***
   A City of Belleville resident said the city 
should keep the leaf pick up and here’s how 
to do it. First, eliminate the street sweeper. 
He said the sweeper often leaves stuff in 
front of his house and he has to pick it up. 
Getting rid of the sweeper would eliminate 
some cost, he said.
   Then, the city could enact an ordinance 
that everyone is responsible to keep the 
street in front of their place clean, including 
businesses. You would get two warnings if 
you fail to keep it clean, and then get a $10 
fee if you fail for the third time.
   Teenagers could get their public service 
hours for graduation by helping the elderly 

get their leaves to the curb for pickup. Or, 
the scouts could help.

***
   Lola Kennedy, 7, who is in the Gifted and 
Talented program at Savage Elementary 
School, was watching her grandmother 
make wreaths for the VFW and PLAV 
to hang at the upcoming Memorial Day 
service. Lola decided to make one by 
herself and that bright gold wreath was 
standing in front of the memorial during the 
ceremonies, although nobody mentioned 
anything about it.
   Lola carefully put the words “Memorial 
Day 2016” on it and was careful to get the 
spelling absolutely correct.
   Sharon Kennedy said years ago the VFW 
and PLAV, to which her husband George 
belongs, used to buy the wreaths at a cost of 
about $50 each. That would be two wreaths 
for Memorial Day and two for Veterans 
Day, making a cost of $200 a year. She 
decided to volunteer her efforts and make 
the wreaths without charge to save the 
veterans some money which then could be 
spent to help veterans in need. She’s been 
doing this for about 10 years.

***
   At Monday’s work/study session of the 
Van Buren Township Board of Trustees 
the news that the annual concert series 
in the township had been cancelled was 
discussed. Board members said they heard 
it from various people in the community 
and should have known about this.

   People wanted to know why the board 
stopped the concerts and Trustee Jeff Jahr 
said the board didn’t stop the concerts. 
Supervisor Linda Combs said it was the 
decision of the directors of the department 
(Parks & Rec) because of low attendance. 
The $3,000-$5,000 set 
aside for the concerts 
will be used instead on 
other programs.
   Trustee Reggie Miller 
also objected to the 
way the concerts were 
cancelled without the 
board being informed. 
She said she was really disappointed and, 
“It’s a real shame for the community.”
   Jahr said the board tried to help promote 
the concerts and spent a lot of time talking 
about it. “Just to have the decision made by 
directors isn’t right,” he said.
   Treasurer Sharry Budd said for the first 
two years of the concerts they were in Van 
Buren Park and the attendance was low. The 
third year it was better and people brought 
picnic lunches and their kids played on the 
play equipment. Then they started moving 
the concerts around to different locations. 
“It’s hard to take kids to a Walmart parking 
lot to watch a concert,” she said.

***

Editorial

Waving goodbye to 
bag-less leaf pickup 
in city of Belleville
   With a tightened budget, the city of 
Belleville has cut un-bagged leaf pickup 
from its approved budget. For years, the 
city has invited residents to rake their leaves 
to the curb and city crews would come by 
and pick up the leaves and take them to a 
farmer’s field or other dump site.
   The city also has a five-year contract with 
Republic for pick up of trash that includes 
bags of sticks and weeds and leaves for 
compost. Now, residents are going to 
have to put their leaves in bags for them 
to be picked up. In the newer subdivisions 
in the city – Harbour Pointe and Victoria 
Commons – it is no problem. The young 
trees don’t drop a lot of leaves. But in the 
mature areas there are big trees and lots of 
leaves.
   Mayor Pro Tem Jack Loria said his five 
old trees drop leaves that are piled five feet 
high along the curb three times a season for 
leaf pick up. Now, he’s going to have to 
spend $400 or so for a mulcher, he said.
   Some elderly residents who have lived 
in the city for a long time and have big, 
wonderful trees may need some help and 
the city is considering what to do about it.
   One comment at Monday’s meeting 
was that senior citizens may have to hire 
someone to remove leaves and that could 
cut into their food budgets.
   In such a friendly small town, we’re sure 
there will be help from younger, stronger 
volunteers.



Page 4� Belleville Area Independent/June 9, 2016June 9, 2016/Belleville Area Independent� Page 5

LettersColumbia Court
Apartments

275 W. Columbia • Belleville

734-697-8200
Minutes From Shopping, Freeways & Restaurants

For Studio Apartments Only.
Accepting Applications for Individuals 62 & Older

H.U.D. Guidlines Apply
A Senior Facility of National Church Residences

Affordable Housing • Sec 8-202

BARBARA ROGALLE MILLER
Attorney At Law
321 Main Street

Belleville, Michigan 48111
(734) 697-4455 - Fax (734) 697-7177

--Anais Nin

"Life shrinks or expands in
proportion to one's courage."
“The mills of God grind slowly,
yet they grind exceeding small”

-- Henry Wadsworth Longfellow 

Pleasing You, Pleases Us

734-325-7799
Members & Qualified Guests

Belleville Family Center # 934
45476 Harris Road
Belleville, MI 48111
bellevillemoose.com

moose934@yahoo.com

Weekday & Weekend Rates

Bartending Service Provided -
Catering Available -- Ask for Tiff!

Free Wi-Fi Hotspot!

Loyal Order of Moose • Women of the Moose • Moose Legion

The Family Fraternity

“Do or do not. There is no try.”
– Yoda

“It has been my experience that folks 
who have no vices have very few

virtues.”
– Abraham Lincoln

Van Buren residents free 
of racial divides
To the Editor:
   This letter is in reference to the June 2, 
2016 newspaper article that was authored 
by CeJay Marshall. Subjectively, Mr. 
Marshall has a long-standing history of 
being disruptive, rude, and makes racial 
statements through his words and writing.  
During his most recent letter that was 
written in the June 2, 2016 newspaper he 
says in part “…Wayne County and politics 
and cronyism seem to be the prevailing 
factor, whenever minorities are in power 
…”  
   While I don’t expect more from Mr. 
Marshall, I am certainly glad that we live 
in a community where his negative racial 
undertones are socially unacceptable.  
Currently I hold many leadership positions 
in life and in this community.  My current 
assignments include being the Van Buren 
Township Patrol and Dispatchers Union 
President, Mission Pointe on the Lake 
homeowners association vice president, 
co-owner of Revolutionary Designz, LLC, 
and former president of the Sinking Fund 
School Millage Ballot Question Committee. 
In addition, I worked with many successful 
campaigns to help this community.
   I remember being hired April 24, 2006 
with the Van Buren Township Police 
Department as the only African-American 
police officer. Many people would ask 
me how your community in Van Buren 
Township is treating you. I have always 
had the privilege to tell people that our 
diverse community that is made up of many 
cultures treat me like they treat everyone 
else.
   Living here made me see a light that Van 
Buren Township has a cultural norm that we 
work together, live together, and accomplish 
together, no matter what the race. We set 
the bar for what many communities are 
struggling with: a community that does not 
see race.
   Mr. Marshall, your racial comments 
are once again not welcomed in this 
community. I thought you would have 
learned your lesson when you told Clerk 
Leon Wright in writing “one word I hope 
to never use where you are concerned is the 
“n” word. NEIGHBOR!” Mr. Marshall, we 
have a bar of excellence in our community 
where the dream to live with each other 
without negative views of race is prevalent. 
I certainly hope you find it in your heart 
to change your negative views regarding 
racial divides and join the rest of us in Van 
Buren Township where our community 
enjoys the privilege of living with each 
other free of racial divides.
Sincerely,
Adam Byrd
Van Buren Township Resident / 
Community Advocate

Good Deed of the Day for 
VBT Police Officer
To the Editor:
   While driving home Thursday morning 
on east Huron River Drive I came around 
a corner to find 2-3 cars stopped ahead 
of me. I could see ahead and saw that the 
westbound lane also had stopped cars. 
Thinking, perhaps an accident, I waited, 
then saw a person in a motorcycle helmet 
pushing something across the road with his 
foot.  Assuming it was a piece of trash or 
dead animal, I waited.
   Soon a motorcycle pulled toward me 
and I realized it was a police officer. The 
cars started forward and as I got to what 
was being pushed, I realized that it was a 
snapping turtle. The officer had stopped 
and “assisted” the turtle across the street.
   Now I know it flies in the face of all that is 
holy, but I must say I was very proud of 
that officer. In this day and age of finding 
only fault of   our public safety officials, 
the officer took the time to do what I’m 
sure will never be put on Facebook or 
brought up when something that I hope I 
never have to face goes south. I don’t know 
who it was,  but I would like to thank that 
officer   for showing us that, indeed, they 
are  human and take the time to care. 
 

Vic Franzoi
Van Buren Township  

If we all work together
we can clean up our area
Dear Neighbors,
   Have you noticed the litter around us? 
Surely, I’m not the only one who sees the 
trash. Litter is everywhere -- from the Post 
Office to the big store parking lots, along 
our streets and sidewalks, in front of small 
businesses, in our parks, and even in our 
own yards.
   Studies have shown that where there is 
litter, people are more apt to drop fast-food 
wrappers, plastic bottles, cigarette butts, 
bits of paper, etc.
   It’s time to do something about this mess. 
Will you join me in making a difference? If 
each of us picked up just one piece of litter 
each day, our communities would soon 
return to their clean and beautiful states. 
   Thank you for your help.
 

Joy Dubin
Belleville

Kona needs volunteers
   Groups with six or more volunteers can 
earn donations for their group from the Kona 
Strawberry Run for helping with the 7 p.m. 
Friday, June 17, event during Strawberry 
Festival. Positions vary in commitment from 
2.5 to 4 hours.   For information contact Jill 
Whitehead at marchjill11@gmail.com .
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Would you like to have
your Church listed in this

directory? Call Advertising 
Manager Bob Mytych at

734-699-9020 today!

Bethany Bible Church
810 E. Huron River Dr.       Belleville, Michigan 48111

(734) 697-7456
Sunday:  Adult Bible classes & Children’s Sunday School - 9:45am
                Morning Worship - 11:00am
Wednesday:  House of Prayer - 6:30pm • Children and Teens - 6:30pm
                         Kids Awana - 6:30 to 8:15pm (Fall through Spring)
Please visit our website for more information: bethanybiblechurch.com

WE’RE A/C & TRANSMISSION SPECIALISTS!

Thurs. Bible Study 6:30 p.m.
Phone (734) 699-6147   Cell (734) 740-1910

LIBERTY GOSPEL CHURCH
105 N. LIBERTY, BELLEVILLE

Worship in
Spirit & Truth.

HTTP://LIBERTYGOSPELCHURCH.ORG

Sunday Worship  - 10 a.m.
Tuesday Worship  - 7 p.m.
Pastor Bernie Travis

OPEN ARMS LUTHERAN 
CHURCH & DAYCARE

7865 Belleville Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 699-5000

9 a.m. Adult Bible Class  10 a.m. Worship
www.openarmscenter.com

Towing Available
Open Weekdays 8 a.m – 5 p.m.

Family Owned & Operated For 40 Years!

(734) 699-3185

409 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI 48111 
(734) 697-1211

▪ Saturday Mass: 6:00pm
▪ Sunday Masses:  8:30am & 10:30am
stanthonybelleville.weconnect.com

ST. ANTHONY
CATHOLIC CHURCH

EMail: nettroandco@comcast.net
http://www.angelanettro.featuredwebsite.com

  Residential * Commercial * Vacant * Repos * Short Sales

Fax: (734) 697-3531
P.O. Box 592, Belleville, MI 48112

“Real Estate with Real Service”

“A Place to Belong, A Place to Worship, A Place to Grow in Faith”
Sunday Fellowship 9:00 a.m.  9:30 a.m. Worship

6020 Denton Rd., Belleville, MI 48111
(734) 483-2276
www.dentonfaithumc.org

FAITH UNITED
METHODIST CHURCH

Save 80% DIVORCE (starting at $75)
You can have confidence with CS&R

Judges have said our briefs are the “best they have read”
SSI & DISABILITY CASES

“Helping you to get a fresh start today!”

CS & R DIVORCE & DISABILITY    734-425-1074
28473 WARREN ROAD, GARDEN CITY, MI 48135 (located in the MERCEDES PLAZA)

WEBSITE:  www.GetitDoneWithoutLawyers.com

*   GUARDIANSHIP   *   QUALIFIED DOMESTIC RELATION ORDER
*   TEMPORARY CUSTODY ORDERS  *   POWER OF ATTORNEY / WILLS
*   PARENTING TIME MOTIONS  *   PROBATE / INHERITANCE
*   CHILD SUPPORT MOTIONS  *   ELMINATE BACK CHILD SUPPORT
*   QUIT CLAIM DEEDS   *   Find MISSING PERSONS/SPOUSE

FREE ESTIMATES! 697-1777
Call Charles "Toby" Leis - anytime

Licensed Master Plumber
#81-10257 "Insured"

Certified Back Flow Cross
Connection Inspector
& Testing

C.A.L. Plumbing & Heating
"Quality and Service you can depend on"

R. DIXON & SON LAWN SERVICE INC.

Randall Dixon - Owner
734-891-7212

P.O. Box 544
New Boston, MI 48164

Residential & Commercial

LAWNSERVICE, MAINTENANCE,
Spring and Fall cleanups, Snow Removal Working for you in our

community for over 15 years!

SELLING MILLIONS IN OUR HOMETOWN!

Roofing & Repairs • Insulation
Serving Belleville and Surrounding Areas.

(734) 753-4905
(734) 502-3383  (734) 250-1968

"Three
Generations
of Roofing"

Licensed and Insured
Since 1966

ROOFING

MarKen, Inc.

734-461-9458
Visit us @

fmar1.org
and on

Promoting a
Healthy
and Safe
Environment
for All.

Where Pets
and
People Meet.

COME VISIT US AND SEE SOME WONDERFUL PETS
UP FOR ADOPTION AT THE STRAWBERRY FESTIVAL!

League of Women Voters
VAN BUREN TOWNSHIP 

CANDIDATE FORUM
June 16, 7-9 p.m.
D-100 Lecture Hall

Wayne County Community College
in Van Buren Township

7:00-7:45 - Supervisor candidates
7:50-8:10 - Treasurer candidates
8:15-9:00 - Trustee candidates

SUMPTER TOWNSHIP
CANDIDATE FORUM

June 22, 7-9 p.m.
Sumpter Community Center

7:00 – 7:30 – Supervisor candidates
7:35 – 8:00 -- Clerk and Treasurer 
candidates
8:05 – 9:00 -- Trustee candidates

Questions? (734) 697-4455

Moderator is from the NW Wayne League 
of Women Voters. Other volunteers will be 
from the new League of Women Voters unit 
from Belleville, Van Buren, and Sumpter.
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(734) 697-4500
David C. Brown, Manager   Shelly A. Brown-Chudzinski, Director

Complete Line of Monuments & Markers.
www.DAVIDCBROWNFH.com

David C. Brown Funeral Home

460 E. HURON RIVER DR., BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Specializing in Celebration of Life Services.

James L. Higgerson / Manager           Beverly E. Neal / Director

HIGGERSON & NEAL
Funeral Home

Roberts Brothers Chapel

209 Main St. Belleville, MI 48111

(734) 697-9400

Professional, Affordable
Full Service Funeral Home

www.hnfhome.com
Continuing an 83 year Belleville Tradition Since 1932

Ypsilanti
(734) 482-6000
Sumpter Twp.

(734) 699-6000
www.janowiakfuneralhome.com

Simplified Cremation
$1,695

Includes arrangement conference, 
local transportation, crematory, 

cremation container, website 
obituary and video tribute.

Does not include medical examiner
cremation fee, taxes, or 

certified death certificates.

Let Us Help.

RAYMOND JAMES PARENT
(December 4, 1923 – May 30, 2016)
World War II Veteran, Raymond James Parent, 
age 92, of Van Buren Township, MI, passed 
away Monday, Memorial Day, May 30, 
2016. He was born James Raymond Parent, 
December 4, 1923 in Detroit, MI, son of Patrick 
Edward & Marie Martha (Lempke) Parent. 
Mr. Parent proudly served his country in the 
U.S. Navy in WWII. Serving as a Shipfitter 
3rd Class on the USS Shamrock Bay (CVE-84) 
from 1943 to his honorable discharge in 1946, 
earning 4 battle stars.
He retired from Michigan Consolidated Gas 
Company (now DTE) after 30 years as a 
Welder and Supervisor. He was a member of 
St. Stephen Catholic Church, New Boston, 
where he volunteered and was an usher for 
numerous years. He was a former member of 
the VFW Post #4434. He enjoyed fishing and 
boating in Port Austin. He also liked to play 
Bingo and shuffleboard in Riverview, Florida. 
Most of all, he treasured time spent with his 
family, especially playing cards and time with 
his grandchildren.
Ray is survived by daughter Patricia Mull 
of Belleville; son Raymond (Cheyrl) Parent 
of Belleville; 4 grandchildren Mark Mull of 
Belleville, Marie Mull of Belleville, Melisa 
Parent of Belleville, and Raymond Parent 
of Port Austin; a great-granddaughter Keira 
Parent; sister Vivian Crowley of Harrison 
Township, MI; also numerous nieces, nephews 
and friends.
He was preceded in death by his parents; wife 
Johanna Frances “Jean” Parent on July 30, 
2014; three brothers Patrick Parent and twins 
Earl and Ralph Parent; a sister Bernice Schultz; 
also son-in-law Edward Mull.
Visitation was 5-8 p.m. Friday, June 3, 2016 at 
David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron 
River Dr., Belleville, MI 48111 (734) 697-4500. 
The rosary was prayed at 7 p.m. A funeral Mass 
was at 11 a.m. Saturday, June 4, 2016 at St. 
Stephen’s Catholic Church, 18858 Huron River 
Dr., New Boston, MI, 48164, with an hour 
prior visitation. Father John Hedges was the 
Celebrant. Military Honors and Interment were 
in St. Stephen’s Cemetery, New Boston.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions to 
Arbor Hospice & Home Care would be greatly 
appreciated. Please sign his on-line guest book 
and share a story for his family to cherish at 
www.davidcbrownfh.com .

Raymond James Parent

GILBERT SMITH
(August 27, 1928 – June 3, 2016)
Mr. Gilbert Smith, age 87, long-time Sumpter 
Township resident, passed away Friday, June 
3, 2016 at his home. He was born August 27, 
1928, in Stinking Creek, Kentucky, son of Cris 
& Myrtle (Baker) Smith.
Mr. Smith was an avid quilt-maker. He loved 
working in his yard, animals, and time spent 
with his family.
Survived by four children Anita (Kenneth) 
Thomas, Lois Benedetti, Richmond Smith and 
Sherry (John) Zentz; 7 grandchildren Leanne 
Smith, Richard Smith, Crystal Smith, Jennifer 
Smith, Steven Smith, Andrew (Amanda) Smith, 
Jonathan (Brittney) Smith; 7 great-grandchildren 
Landon, Adien, Briana, Kelsey, Brody, Abel 
and Justin; also many other extended family 
and friends. He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Ella Mae (Combs) Smith on December 
31, 1993.
Visitation was 2-8 p.m. Monday and 10-11 a.m. 
Tuesday, June 7, 2016 at David C. Brown Funeral 
Home 460 E. Huron River Dr., Belleville, MI 
48111-2764 (734) 697-4500. Interment was in 
Alban Cemetery, Ypsilanti Township, MI.
Memorial contributions may be made to the 
wishes of the family. Please sign his on-line 
guest book at www.davidcbrownfh.com and 
share a memory for his family to treasure.

Gilbert Smith

RALPH EDWARD PARDON, JR.
(April 21, 1951 – June 2, 2016)
Age 65 of Romulus, a Vietnam veteran, died at 
the VA Hospital, Ann Arbor. Survived by wife 
Constantina, five children, eight grandchildren, 
one great-grandchild, his mother, brother, sister. 
David C. Brown Funeral Home.

RANDALL ‘RANDY’ C. MORROW
(December 18, 1958 – June 4, 2016)
Age 57, of Van Buren Township.
Randy is the beloved husband of Theresa for 
26 wonderful years; loving father of Ashley 
Morrow of Belleville and Jessica (Cortez) of 
Wayne; cherished son of Barbara Anderson of 
Kansas; dear grandfather of Cameron and Stylez.  
Mr. Morrow is also survived by his siblings, 
Pamela (Butch) Jeffery of Flint and Beverly 
(Paul) Schandevel of Arkansas and many loving 
extended family and friends.
Born on December 18, 1958 to both David 
and Barbara Morrow, Mr. Morrow was a 
longtime Belleville area resident. He enjoyed 
motorcycling, gardening and spending time 
with his beloved family and friends.
A memorial service honoring Randy’s life will be 
held at 2:00 PM, Saturday, June 11th at the Ridge 
Rd. Church of Christ, 1770 Ridge Rd., Ypsilanti.  
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may 
be directed to the church. Please sign his on-line 
guest book and share a memory for his family to 
share at www.davidcbrownfh.com .

Randall “Randy” C. 
Morrow
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The Belleville-Area
Independent New Website
is Now Online! Visit us @ 

bellevilleareaindependent.com

Read The Newspaper 
On The Web!

Obituaries

PORTABLE TOILETS • SEPTIC CLEANING
LUXURY RESTROOM TRAILERS

For All Outdoor Activities

www.ParkwayServices.netOffice: (734) 482-7633 Fax: (734) 482-7632

Golf Courses
Graduations

Picnics
Construction Sites

10145 Belleville Rd. • Belleville, MI 48111
Cell: (734) 419-4927
Office: (734) 697-2450 • Fax: (734) 697-4370
Email: troyf@remerica.com
Website: www.remericamainst.com

Each Office Independently Owned & Operated

Troy  Fairley
REALTOR®

MAIN STREET REALTY

KAREN’S
PLACE

A Salon
For Everyone

36968 Huron River Drive
New Boston, Michigan
Appointments & Walk-ins Welcome
734-753-9130

OPEN: Tues.– Fri. 9-5, Sat. 9-3

YOUR SAFETY IS OUR PRIORITY!

BAI

Open Monday – Friday  8am - 6pm • Saturday  9am - 1pm

DISC BRAKE SPECIAL
PREMIUM PADS & ROTORS, INCLUDES 
LABOR, STARTING AT $225 OR LESS!

Most Cars. Restrictions Apply.
WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 6-30-16

W. Columbia Ave. E. Columbia Ave.

Main St. E. Huron River D
r.
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10% OFF
LABOR OVER $100

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 6-30-16

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 6-30-16

$4499ALIGNMENT
SPECIAL Most

Cars

BAI

WITH COUPON • LONNIE’S AUTO COUPON EXPIRES 6-30-16

$4999
BAI

A/C
SPECIAL

JESSE THOMAS LAMBERT
(December 1, 1989 – June 2, 2016)
Jesse Thomas Lambert, age 26, of Ypsilanti, 
MI, passed away Thursday, June 2, 2016. He 
was born December 1, 1989 in Ann Arbor, MI, 
son of Lisa Renee Lambert and Joseph Franklin 
Varney.
Jesse was a member of the class of 2007 at 
Lincoln Consolidated High School. He enjoyed 
riding motorcycles. He was a great mechanic. 
He could fix almost anything: go-karts, jet skis, 
snowmobiles, automobiles, and excelled at 
computer repairs. He also loved trips to Disney 
World.
Jesse is survived by his mother Lisa (Lambert) 
Hall of Ypsilanti, MI; father Joseph Varney of 
Missouri; step-father Brian Hall of Tennessee; 
grandfather Stephen Lambert of Ypsilanti, MI; 
three siblings Katie Lynn Lambert, Ryan Keith 
Hall and Dalton Lee Hall, all of Ypsilanti, MI; 
one nephew Jayson Hall; also numerous aunts, 
uncles, cousins and friends. He was preceded in 
death by his grandmother Coleen Ruth (Dwyer) 
Lambert on July 21, 2012.
Visitation was 3-8 p.m. Tuesday, June 7, 2016 at 
David C. Brown Funeral Home, 460 E. Huron 
River Dr., Belleville, MI 48111-2764 (734) 697-
4500. Graveside Service was 1 p.m. Wednesday, 
June 8, 2016 at Highland Cemetery, 943 N. 
River Street, Ypsilanti, MI. In the case of severe 
thunderstorms or lightning, services were to be 
held at the funeral home at 1 p.m.
In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions may 
be made to his family and would be greatly 
appreciated. Please sign his on-line guest book 
and share a story for his family to treasure at 
www.davidcbrownfh.com .

Jesse Thomas Lambert

HAROLD M. ARQUETTE
(September 21, 1937 – June 1, 2016)
Harold M. Arquette, age 78, of Winchester, IN, 
passed away on Wednesday, June 1, 2016 at St. 
Vincent Randolph Hospital in Winchester.  
He was born on September 21, 1937 in Ann 
Arbor, MI to Benjamin Arquette and Beatrice 
(Newsham) Arquette. He attended Garden 
City High School in Garden City, MI. Harold 
served honorably for 15 years in the U.S. Navy, 
including time during the Vietnam War.  He 
retired from the Building and Maintenance 
Department of the Van Buren Public Schools in 
Belleville, MI. He lived in Winchester for 21 
years, where he was a member of the Jericho 
Friends Meeting. He also enjoyed reading, 
gardening and being outdoors.
Survivors include his wife of 32 years, M. 
Sue (Chenoweth) Arquette of Winchester; 8 
children, Mike Mlsna (Heather) of Marquette, 
MI, Debbie Arquette (Rose) of Clarkston, 
MI, Julie Mlsna of Baltimore, MD, Jill Leslie 
(Daniel) of Winthrop Harbor, IL, Todd Mlsna 
(Deb) of Starkville, MS, Mark Arquette (Karen) 
of Canton, MI, Gretchen Owocki (David) 
of Fenton, MI, and Sabrina Johnson (Clif) 
of Philomath, OR; 23 grandchildren; 4 great 
grandchildren; 2 brothers, Clifford Arquette 
of Belleville, MI and Richard Arquette of 
Romulus, MI.
He was preceded in death by his father, mother, 
step-father William Arquette, a son, Glen 
Arquette; and 11 siblings.
A memorial service was held on Sunday, June 
5, 2016 at 2:00 p.m. in Winchester, Indiana, 
with Martin Wells officiating. A Michigan 
memorial service will be held on Saturday, June 
11, 2016 at 10:30 a.m. at Belleville First United 
Methodist Church in Belleville, MI.  Interment 
will be at a later date in Flatrock, MI. Walker 
Funeral Home in Winchester is entrusted with 
the arrangements. Online condolences may be 
expressed at www.walkerswinchester.com .
The family requests that in lieu of flowers 
donations be made to the Jericho Friends 
Meeting.

Harold M. Arquette

League of Women Voters 
to present VB Township 
candidate forum June 16
   The League of Women Voters of NW Wayne 
County is providing an opportunity for Van 
Buren Township  citizens to learn more about 
the candidates running for the Van Buren 
Township Supervisor, Treasurer, and Trustees 
in the Aug. 2 Primary Election.  
   All candidates have been invited to attend a 
Candidates’ Forum on Thursday, June 16, at the 
Western campus of Wayne County Community 
College at 9555 Haggerty Road in Van Buren 
Township.
   The forum will be in Lecture Hall D-100 

from 7 to 9 p.m. Supervisor candidates will 
be presented from 7 to 7:45. The Treasurer 
candidates will be on from 7:50 to 8:10, and the 
Trustee candidates will follow from 8:15 to 9.
   Leon Wright, the current township clerk, is 
running unopposed so will not be participating 
in the forum.
   The public is invited to attend the forum and 
submit questions for the candidates that will 
be asked by a League moderator.  The public 
can also submit questions in advance through 
the League’s email address:  lwvmail@yahoo.
com.     
   Only Democratic candidates have filed for 
Van Buren Township offices, which means that 
those elected in the Primary are most likely to 
win the seats in November.  
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More Letters

Belleville Manor 
734-699-7700
Belleville Road just  
1 mile north of I-94

Van Buren 
Estates 

734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 at 

the Rawsonville Exit

Mohawk 
734-513-4108
Joy Road between 

Middlebelt and Inkster

*WAC. Certain restrictions apply.

Call one of our sales associates today or visit 
our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com

Pack up your stuff–
it’s time to move! 

We’ve got 11 homes available 
for immediate occupancy. Leases 
starting at $675 and for sale 

starting at $15,900.*

PLEASE JOIN US AT OUR NEW LOCATION:
43250 TYLER ROAD!

(1.25 Miles East of Belleville Road)

Greenhouse & FloristGARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

 

 

Email us at miflower@sbcglobal.net
www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

Shop at Your  
Local Certified  

Floral Designers! 
Large selection of Fresh Flowers

BEAUTIFUL
MICHIGAN GLADS

10 STEM BUNCH ONLY
$3.99

ALL PERENNIALS Half Off!

GARDEN FANTASY
10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand
Opening!

$5.00 Off Fresh Flower Purchase 
of $25 or more! (Not valid on wire orders).

With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Telephone: (734) 699-7370

38th
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Grand

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

Hanging Baskets - Reg. $14.99 

Buy 2 Get 1 FREE!
With Coupon - May 6,7 & 8 Only.

Mother’s Day –  – Open 9am – 5pm
Stop in for coffee & donuts...

All mothers who come out get a free plant!
Drawings every hour for a hanging basket 

or a flat of flowers!

New Store Hours!
Monday – Saturday 
8:00 a.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Sunday
10:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

Telephone: (734) 699-7370

GARDEN FANTASY
10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

GARDEN FANTASY
Greenhouse & Florist

10501 Haggerty Road, Belleville, MI 48111 Telephone: (734) 699-7370

Large selection of Annuals, Hanging Baskets, Perennials, and more!

 

 

Email us at miflower@sbcglobal.net
www.gardenfantasyflorist.com

Shop at Your  
Local Certified  

Floral Designers! 
Large selection of Fresh Flowers

BEAUTIFUL
MICHIGAN GLADS

10 STEM BUNCH ONLY
$3.99

ALL PERENNIALS Half Off!

Greenhouse
LARGE SELECTION OF 
FLOWERS, ANNUALS, 
PERENNIALS, HERBS,   

VEGETABLES, 
HANGING BASKETS, 

SEEDS, 
BEDDING PLANTS, 
ROSE BUSHES,

EXPERT ADVICE!

OPEN: MONDAY – SATURDAY  9 A.M. – 6 P.M.
SUNDAYS  10 A.M. – 5 P.M.

(734) 697-1765
Fax: (734) 699-0505 ACCEPTED

ROSE BUSHES – $5 OFF
We Will Be Closed Father’s Day, June 19 th.

REG.
$22.99 –
$25.99

Reminder: Fly your 
American Flag June 14
To the Editor, Belleville residents, and all 
my South Biggs neighbors:
   A reminder!
   On June 14, Americans celebrate the 
adoption of the first national flag. Also know 
as the “Stars and Stripes” or “Old Glory,” 
the first American flag was approved by the 
Continental Congress on June 14, 1777. 
In 1818, after five more states joined the 
Union, Congress passed legislation fixing 
the number of stripes at 13 and requiring 
that the number of stars equal the number 
of states.
   The flag of the United States represents 
freedom and has been an enduring symbol 
of the country’s ideals since its early 
days. This is a time when true Americans 
remember their loyalty to the nation, 
reaffirming their belief in liberty and 
justice, and observe the nation’s unity.
   June 14, 2016, is fast approaching and I 
am attempting to have a flag displayed at 
every home on South Biggs Street.
   Let’s show ISIS and other enemies of 
our country that we love our country and 
WILL NOT allow their way of life into our 
country.
   Here’s YOUR chance to demonstrate pride 
in our country and remember our fallen 
veterans. Once again, I am encouraging all 
my South Biggs neighbors AND the city to 

have a flag at EVERY home. If the results 
this year are anything like the last four 
years, you will be impressed by the display 
my South Biggs Street neighbors put on. 
This should be a city-wide effort and I am 
looking forward to having several more 
streets with 100% participation. I dare you 
to drive up South Biggs Street and NOT be 
impressed with the sight of U.S. Flags at 
every home.
   Business owners, Firemen, Police 
Officers, City Officials, set the example, 
display your U.S. flag early. Show the rest 
of Van Buren Township, Wayne County, 
Michigan, and the entire Country how 
proud we are to be a U.S. Citizen, creating: 
A sense of pride in our neighborhood and 
our country.
   Thanks to very generous donations from 
Manns Lumber, I have very many free, 
refurbished flags (11”x16”) available. All 
these flags are from Hillside Cemetery 
where they were flown over a veteran’s 
grave. Let’s “Honor and Remember” 
these veterans once again by re-displaying 
the U.S. Flag at your home. Stop by and 
pick up one. Call 699-8563 or stop at 48 
S. Biggs. Also, I can have your old flags 
properly disposed; drop them off when you 
pick up a new one.
   Don’t let Flag Day go by without 
acknowledging our Great Country.

Pete Pitzen
U.S. Citizen, Belleville Resident, U.S. 
Army Vet, U.S. Air Force Vet, VFW Life 
Member, American Legion Member
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“Being powerful is like being a lady. If 
you have to tell people you ARE, you 
AREN’T.”

-- Margaret Thatcher
British Prime Minister, 1925-2013

More Letters

Boat summerization

Rawsonville Woods
Manufactured Home Community

734.461.6700 
10825 Rawsonville Road, 

Belleville, MI 48111 
Email: rawsonvillewoods@mailll.com 

www.rawsonvillewoods.com 
Restrictions apply.

Manufactured Home Living in 
Belleville, Michigan!

Move to Rawsonville Woods 
and your SECURITY DEPOSIT is

$99

Come to last school 
board meeting of year
To the Editor:
   We thought we had seen the worst when 
five Savage teachers were walked out of 
their classrooms in front of their students 
before the end of the school day.
   • We thought we had seen the worst when 
a gun with bullets was found on a student 
at Belleville High School and parents were 
not notified.
   • We thought we had seen the worst when 
the Board of Education and Superintendent 
would not talk to parents or concerned 
citizens, but the Superintendent talked to 
the Free Press and NPR at great length.
   • We thought we had seen the worst 
when we realized that 156 teachers and 14 
principals had left in recent years, and no 
exit interviews or questioning of this mass 
exodus had been done.
   • We thought we had seen the worst when 
story after story of abuse surfaced --on a 
petition to remove the superintendent, 
at board meetings, on the Savage Strong 
Facebook page, and in the Belleville 
Independent.
   • We thought we had seen the worst when 
the Superintendent filed assault charges 
against a member of the Board of Education. 
   • We thought we had seen the worst when 
the Board canceled the February meeting 
due to “illness.”
   • We thought we had seen the worst when 
six members of the Board of Education 
(everyone except Mrs. Frazier) wrote a 
letter to the Independent stating of the 
concerned parents and community members 
that “their actions are nothing short of an 
embarrassment to this community and a 
terrible example to the students that are 
watching.”
   • We thought we had seen the worst 
when select members of the Board and the 
Superintendent held a “town hall” meeting, 
at a cost to the district, rather than face the 
community and address the concerns at a 
live School Board meeting.
   • We thought we had seen the worst when 
the Superintendent signed the separation 
agreement and was let go, at the cost of 

over $300,000 to the district.
   • We thought we has seen the worst 
when the Superintendent’s secretary 
called for a boycott of a local business. 
   • We thought we had seen the worst when 
simple Google searches determined there 
had been some questionable hires in the 
VBPS administration.
   • We thought we had seen the worst when 
month after month passed with no charges 
against the teachers and no discussion 
about it at School Board meetings. 
   • We thought we had seen the worst 
when School Board members were still 
defending the former superintendent and 
stating he did the right thing at meetings.
   • We thought we had seen the worst when 
we were told the Board could not make a 
decision because the “lawyers were not 
here” and learned that the legal fees had 
reached $264,000 according to a board 
member.
   • We thought we had seen the worst when the 
teachers filed a lawsuit that their civil rights 
were violated by the Board of Education. 
   But now we learn that the Board of 
Education decided to suspend the teachers 
without pay AFTER the lawsuit was filed 
even though one teacher had already 
returned without discipline. Sounds like 
retaliation to us. 

PUBLISHER'S NOTICE:
   All real estate advertising in this 
newspaper is subject to the Fair      
Housing Act which makes it illegal to 
advertise "any preference, limitation 
or discrimination based on race, color, 
religion, sex, handicap, familial status 
or national origin, or an intention, to 
make any such preference, limitation 
or discrimination." Familial status 
includes children under the age of 18 
living with parents or legal custodians, 
pregnant women and people securing 
custody of children under 18.
   This newspaper will not knowingly 
accept any advertising for real estate 
which is in violation of the law. Our 
readers are hereby informed that all 
dwellings advertised in this newspaper 
are available on an equal opportunity 
basis. To complain of discrimination 
call HUD toll-free at 1-800-669-9777. 
The toll-free telephone number for the 
hearing impaired is 1-800-927-9275.

   WE DESERVE BETTER.
Come to the last school board meeting of 
the school year on Monday, June 13 at 
7 p.m. in the BHS Commons and let the 
Board of Education know what we think 
about what has gone on in 2015-16. See 
you there.

Andrea VanDenBergh
Van Buren Township

Who took flowers from 
Midge Artley’s grave?
To the Editor:
   To whomever had the audacity to take the 
pot of flowers from Midge Artley’s grave, 
bring them back or replace them.
   I realize the headstone is gone and is out 
getting the DAR seal engraved in it, but that 
doesn’t give you the right to help yourself 
to her flowers! What a disgrace you are to 
our community. Just remember, what goes 
around comes around!

Unhappy Family
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with Bob Mytych

Minding
Your Business

10200 Railroad Street, Willis, Michigan
(South end of Meridian St, off Willis Rd, Between Rawsonville and Bunton)

(734) 461-1111 willisfeed@att.net
We look forward 
to seeing you soon.

Bunton
Rd

Willis Rd

Meridian St

Rawsonville Rd

Railroad Tracks

•  Garden Seed, Lawn Seed and Lawn Care Products
•  Pond Chemicals and Fish Food
•  Dog and Cat Food
•  Wild Bird and Squirrel Food
•  Certified Organic Products   •  Hay and Straw
•  Poultry Food   •  Horse and Livestock Feed

HOURS:
MON-FRI 9AM-6PM  •  SAT 9AM-5PM

SUN 12PM-4PM

Chicks and Ducklings
@ The Willis Feed Mill

LIKE US ON

www.actionmechanicalheating-cooling.com

A FREE VBS PROGRAM
Thursday, June 16 & FRIDAY June 17

5:00 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.
Saturday, June 18

12: 00 p.m. – 1:00 p.m.
Gather Together To Learn Of God’s Love For All!

St. Paul’s Free Community 
Summer Blast

Saturday, June 18
1:00 p.m. – 7:00 p.m.

Bounce     House Food Crafts

GaGa Ball

Featuring Live Music From:
Rennie and Ester Kaufmann

Unbroken  Atomic
St. Paul’s Lutheran Church

19109 Craig Street
  (corner of Ellis Rd. - one block off Sibley Rd.)

New Boston

Things to do in the
Belleville area...

main street chiropractic
& raindrop therapy.net

TWO BUSINESSES IN ONE NEW BELLEVILLE LOCATION:
243 MAIN STREET, BELLEVILLE, MI 48111

Raindrop Therapy.net, LLC

Sherry Verduzco, CRT:
734-646-5582
* Raindrop Therapy Massage
* Young Living Essential Oils
www.RaindropTherapy.net

Dr. Lee Sowle:
734-699-6600

* Chiropractic Services
* Cold Laser Therapy
* Insurance Accepted

www.WellDoctor.info

   This week end is Free Fishing Weekend 
here in Michigan where anglers do not 
need a fishing license and the folks over at 
Crosswinds Marsh and Van Buren Parks & 
Recreation will be holding a Family Fishing 
Fun Day at Crosswinds on Saturday, June 
11, from 9 a.m. to noon. Tackle, fishing 
line tying, and casting techniques will be 
demonstrated. A fishing contest will offer 
prizes to kids 17 and under for the biggest 

fish. Children will also be able to make 
and take fish print t-shirts if they bring any 
light colored t-shirt. Bait and some fishing 
poles will be available. No pre-registration 
is required. 

***
   The fish truck is coming next Tuesday, 
June 14, from 4 to 5 p.m. at the Willis 
Feed Mill in Willis behind Boneheads 
BBQ. Fish available for pond stocking 
include Catfish, Largemouth Bass, Redear, 
Bluegill, Minnows, Black Crappie and 
Koi, if available. To reserve some call 
(870) 578-9773.

***
   Main Street Chiropractic has teamed up 
with Raindrop Therapy Massage in one 

location at 243 Main Street in Belleville. Dr. 
Lee Sowle offers a full range of chiropractic 
services and cold laser therapy. Call (734) 
699-6600 and visit www.welldoctor.info. 
Sherry Verduzco, CRT, uses Young Living 
Essential Oils with her services. Call (734) 
646-5582 and visit www.raindroptherapy.
net . 
                            ***
   Art, music, and poetry is the focus at 
Stand Up Summer Camp, June 28-July 28, 
every Tuesday and Thursday, from 10 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. at Tyler Elementary School 
on Tyler Road. The cost is $5 per week 
or $25 for the entire camp. The camp is 
geared for Belleville youths in first grade 
through sixth. Adult volunteers are needed 
and older youth can volunteer as junior 
leaders. Lunch and snacks will be provided. 
Registration is first-come, first-served. Call 
Pastor Bill Hales at (734) 740-4230 and 
visit www.redeemercares.com.
   Also, Safety in the Summer, featuring 
food, fun, and music, will take place on 
Saturday, June 25, from 10 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m., also at Tyler Elementary School. Call 
the number above for more information.

***
Do you have a business item you would like 
to see in this column? There is no charge. 
Call in your suggestion to Bob Mytych at 
(734) 699-9020.

   • Saturday, June 11 – Western Wayne 
County Quilting Guild members will be 
making quilts for Children’s Hospital of 
Michigan from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at the 
September Days Senior Center at the Van 
Buren Township Hall on Tyler Road. They 
need help from sewers and non-sewers. 
Potluck lunch will be served. Information: 
(734) 262-3323.
   • Saturday, June 11 – Romulus Historical 
Society’s annual flea market runs from 8 
a.m. to 5 p.m. at Romulus Historical Park, 
11147 Hunt St., Romulus 48174. New this 
year: set up under the pavilion (sheltered 
area) $20 per 10’x10’ space, or, set up 
on the lawn along the sidewalk on the 
unsheltered patio area, $15 for unlimited 
size space. For availability of pavilion 

space, call Cathy Morse, (734) 941-6361.
   • Saturday, June 11 – Stock up on 
your summer reading at the Between the 
Sales used book sale at the Belleville Area 
District Library. Great books at a great 
price. From 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. Put on by the 
Friends of the Library.
   • Saturday, June 11 – Wayne County 
Parks and Recreation and Van Buren 
Township parks and Recreation is holding 
Family Fishing Fun Day, 9 a.m. to noon, at 
Crosswinds Marsh in Sumpter Township. 
FREE. No pre-registration required. 
Fishing licenses not required. Bring a light-
colored, cotton t-shirt for each participant 
to make fish print t-shirts.
   • Sunday, June 12 – Country Music Aayj 
Frandson band performs from 2 to 5 p.m. 
at September Days Senior Center, 46425 
Tyler Road, Van Buren Township. Free. 
Information: Mike Hoben (734) 260-1170 
or Lynette Jordan (734) 699-8918.
   • Monday, June 13 – The Belleville 
Area District Library invites everyone to 
a session at 7 p.m. to “upcycle” discarded 
library books by turning them into custom 
memory journals. You bring in photos, 
favorites books, and other memorabilia to 
photocopy and paste into your journal. The 
library provides the book covers, pages, 
stamps, etc. Register in advance at 699-
3291 or come into the library to register.
   • Thursday, June 16 – League of Women 
Voters presents a candidate forum for those 
running for Van Buren Township offices in 
the Aug. 2 primary election. It runs from 
7 to 9 p.m. at Wayne County Community 
College, Haggerty Rd., D-100 Lecture 
Hall. Supervisor candidates at 7:05 p.m., 
treasurer candidates at 7:25 p.m., and 
trustee candidates at 8:15 p.m.
   • Friday, June 17, to Sunday, June 19 – 
Annual Strawberry Festival week end.
   • Sunday, June 19 – Cinnamon’s 
Annual Father’s Day Car Show, 9 a.m. 
to 3 p.m. at Victory Park at Five Points in 
Belleville. Pre-registration gathering is 6-8 
p.m. Friday, June 17, at Belleville Faith 
Assembly Church, 894 E. Huron River Dr. 
Free hot dogs, chips and drink to all who 
pre-register for the Sunday show. $10 pre-
registration; $20 at the gate. Information: 
(734) 260-0250 or BigCinnamon@gmail.
com .
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More Letters

Hours:
Monday - Saturday  6am – 10pm

 Sunday  7am – 9pm

734-697-1000
9624 Belleville Rd.

Belleville, MI

www.leosconeyisland.com With Beverage Purchase
No Coupon Needed!

$200

OFF
Your Entire Bill

of $20 or More
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

10%
OFF

Your Entire Bill
With coupon. Not to be 

combined with any other 
offer or discount.

BAI

D A I L Y  D I N N E R  S P E C I A L S     
SUNDAY -- TURKEY DINNER

MONDAY -- HERB ROASTED

   CHICKEN

TUESDAY -- BURGERS OR

        MEAT LOAF

WEDNESDAY -- ITALIAN NIGHT

THURSDAY -- POLISH DINNERS

FRIDAY -- AYCE FISH - $9.49
SATURDAY -- CHEF’S CHOICE

4 P.M. TO
9 P.M.

BREAKFAST SPECIALS

MONDAY - FRIDAY
6am - 11am

Starting at only $2.79

S U M M E R  S P E C I A L S  A R E  B A C K !
BABY BACK RIBS

BBQ CHICKEN DINNERS
PULLED PORK

LIVE MUSIC
GUITARIST

NATHAN SWEET
Every Tuesday

6–8:30 p.m.

CLOWN
FACE PAINTING
& BALLOONS

Mondays
6–8 p.m.

734-699-6889

J.C. HONEY, Owner
33 Years Experience

FREE ESTIMATES For The Control of Ants, Bees,
Bed Bugs, Rats, Mice, Roaches, Spiders, & Other Pests.

Senior Discounts
Serving WAYNE COUNTY & Surrounding Areas.

CATCH EM’ WITH...

ANT SEASON
IS HERE!

Commercial &
Residential Service

Specializing In
Carpenter Ant       &

Bed Bug Control.

WE’RE OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK FROM 8 A.M.
Gift Certificates Available

9015 Haggerty Rd.
Belleville, MI www.robsonflowers.com

734-397-2252

 Annuals
 Vegetables
 Specialty and Potted Plants
 Posey Bags
 Hanging Baskets
 Patio Pots

THE WEATHER IS PERFECT 
FOR PLANTING!

Cookie is as sweet as a 
double stuffed Oreo with no milk 
dunking required to enjoy! She 
started here with four adorable 
babies and even accepted a fifth 
abandoned kitten proving she 
was made of true sweetness. 
Cookie is extremely social and 
affection seeking and is looking 
for a home that will appreciate 
her love for companionship and 
attention. She also wants her 
future family to know to expect 
lots of C.O.L. (cat on lap) time 
because that’s where she loves 
to be. She is still very young 
and playful too and will enjoy 
a home where she gets lots of 
playtime in-between the cuddles 
and pets. Her fluffy white and 
black coat is very pretty and 
her golden eyes will look back 
at you with love for years to 
come. Don’t delay, call today to 
meet Cookie. She’s spayed, 
vaccinated to date, tested 
neg. for FeLuk/FIV and micro-
chipped. Michigan Animals 
Rescue at 734-461-9458 or 
visit our website fmar1.org for  
more information.

“COOKIE”

ORPHAN
OF THE

WEEK

Hard to understand why 
city is so neglected
To the Editor:
   I have just returned from a walk in Village 
Park and it saddens me to see the lack of 
care this park gets. Belleville has three city 
parks: Victory Park, Horizon Park, and 
Village Park. Village Park in my own view is 
an overlooked jewel to the city of Belleville. 
Therefore, I find it hard to understand why it 
is so neglected in care; it is almost as though 
they have forgotten it is part of the city’s 
park system.
   As I walked through the park this morning, 
I noticed again this year the six large flower 
pots are without flowers for the fourth 
year in a row, to my knowledge. The pond 
in front, closest to the road, has a layer of 
green slime perfect for mosquito breeding 
and badly needs to be cleaned out, but by 
the foot bridge it is so overgrown that water 
can hardly pass through from one pond to 
the next. Trees need to be trimmed from all 
the dead limbs and vines growing in them. 
One dead tree just lays on the ground.
   The park is mowed but little trimming 
is ever done. Last year a new playground 
structure was installed, which is nice, but 
the play area was shortened and instead of 
putting the area not being used back into 
lawn it is just weeds. Come on people, take 
a walk in the park, appreciate it and maintain 
it. This could be a very beautiful park with 
a bit of care. I can envision some benches 
along the blacktop trail and maybe having 

the trail marked so people could use it for 
exercising and they would know how far 
they walked. Or, there could be shuffleboard 
courts put in and tournaments held. There are 
a lot of possibilities for this beautiful park. 
Let’s not forget it but rather let’s promote it.
   Victory Park has not had the leaves cleaned 
up in the fall for the past couple of years and 
as a result between the curb bumpers and the 
curb there is such a buildup of decomposed 
leaves a shovel is needed to clean that mess 
up so that it looks good once again. Thanks 
to the Lions Club or Rotary, I am not sure 
which organization did the repairs on the 
gazebo in Victory Park, it is once again a 
pretty sight.
   The blight in the city is also a major 
problem. First of all, the property owned by 

the city of Belleville on Savage Road, just 
past the DPW, is about the worst eyesore in 
the city and has been for several years. It 
needs to be cleaned up and the grass mowed. 
If it were anyone else besides the city who 
owned property that looked that bad they 
would be ticketed.
   The other blighted property that needs to 
be fixed or torn down is the old building on 
E. Huron River Drive that was owned by 
Chesley Odom (called the green monster) 
and the old car wash on E. Huron River 
Drive. The structures on both of these 
properties are dangerous and detract from 
the neighborhood. It is nearly impossible to 
walk on the sidewalk in that area because of 
the overgrown shrubs and the tall grass. Not 
a very pretty sight for people entering the 

city from that area.
   There are other areas in the city that also need 
attention as far as clearing the overgrowth 
from the sidewalk area for walkers. There 
are many sidewalks in the city that need to 
be replaced so that Belleville is a walkable, 
friendly city.
   Where is our city’s ordinance officer? Does 
the city have one?
Betty Fleming
Belleville

Jasmine Wehr graduates 
from Univ. of Findlay
   Jasmine Wehr, of Belleville has graduated 
from the University of Findlay in Findlay, 
Ohio. Wehr received a Bachelor of Science 
in Animal Science and an Associate of Arts 
in Equestrian Studies. 



Page 12� Belleville Area Independent/June 9, 2016June 9, 2016/Belleville Area Independent� Page 13

45915 S. I-94 Service Dr., Belleville

10% OFF

HOURS
MON.-THURS. 11AM-10PM

FRI. 11AM - 11PM
SAT. 12PM-11PM
SUN. 12PM-10PM

(734) 699-1550
See our menu online at chinakingbelleville.com

DOUBLE COMBINATION PLATES - $10.00
SINGLE COMBINATION PLATES - $7.25 - $8.00

Any Entree (Includes Carry Out Orders)
or Buffet Purchase Per Person

DINE-IN OR CARRY OUT
Chinese & American Food

BUDWEISER BOTTLES - $2.75, WINE AVAILABLE!

CHINA KING COUPON
COUPON EXPIRES JUNE 30, 2016

Next to the Belleville Post Office

HOTSPOT

A+ Rating with
YOUR HEATING & COOLING FAMILY

For Free Estimates, Call
(313) 381-2800

20740 Ecorse Road, Taylor, MI 48180

Have You Been Turned
Down for Credit? WE CAN HELP!

Credit Problems? Bankruptcy?
NO PROBLEM

We can design a system and budget plan just for you.

180 Days Same As Cash
6 Mo. 0% Interest

No Payments

Furnace Installed
$1650

10 year parts and labor

as low as SUPER HIGH
EFFICIENCY

FAMILY OWNED FOR OVER 37 YEARS!

Furnace Installed
$1075as low as HIGH

EFFICIENCY

 The Law Office of

  Amy M. Eversole
     “Where Education and the Law Meet”

Call 734-718-8574 152 Main St.
Suite 11
Belleville, Mich. 48111

Visit
www.amyeversolelaw.com

6 p.m. – 8 p.m. @ Van Buren Twp. Community Center
Participants receive a $100 Discount on a Basic Estate Planning Package.

For more information, contact:

Family Peace & Harmony Through Estate Planning
Free Seminar on Tuesday, June 21, 2016

• SEWING

• ALTERING

• MENDING

Una’s Golden
Thread Shoppe

(734) 753-5873

By Rosemary K. Otzman
Independent Editor

   At Monday’s work/study session of the 
Van Buren Township Board of Trustees, 
the board learned some information about 
Sovereign Partners, new owner of Grace 
Lake,that caused it to remove an item from 
an upcoming agenda.
   The discussion also led the board to seek 
a special, closed door session with the 
Local Development Finance Authority and 
the township’s attorney on the Visteon law 
suit that had recently been dismissed by 
the court because it had not been filed in a 
timely manner.
   The board was discussing the revisions 
to the LDFA bylaws that already had been 
approved by the LDFA and now were before 
the township board for consideration. It was 
due to be on the June 21 township meeting 
agenda for action.

VBT board wants to meet with LDFA to discuss Visteon strategy
   Director of Planning and Economic 
Development Ron Akers presented the 
revisions, most of which were housekeeping 
measures to make it comply with state law.
   One big change was to provide for 
teleconferencing, so members who were 
away could attend the meetings and help 
make decisions.
   The teleconferencing was included because 
of the absence of one LDFA member who 
never had attended a meeting since he was 
appointed by Supervisor Linda Combs and 
approved by the board last year.
   Danylo Dobriansky of Sovereign Partners 
has offices in New York City. Supervisor 
Combs said he flew out twice to attend 
LDFA meetings that were cancelled for 
lack of a quorum.
   Trustee Brenda McClanahan said 
according to the LDFA bylaws with three 
unexcused absences the member is out. She 
was told they had a problem with what was 
“unexcused” and what wasn’t.
   John Delaney, who serves on the LDFA, 
said 10 months ago the LDFA really had a 
problem with attendance and Dobriansky 
never showing up was a problem. He said 
the teleconferencing was being put in just 
for him.
   Delaney said now they have found that 
Sovereign’s in-house counsel is the same 
as Visteon’s in-house counsel: Dickinson 
Wright.
   He said if Dobriansky finally attends a 

meeting he would find out what the LDFA 
is going to do and he’ll tell Visteon.
   “We should hold off on teleconferencing 
until we see how that works out,” said 
Supervisor Combs, who also sits on the 
LDFA.
   Doug Peters, a member of the LDFA, said 
the issue is does Sovereign has a conflict 
of interest.
   Trustee Jeff Jahr said the LDFA voted for 
these changes and sent it on to the board.
   Delaney said that was before they 
learned about the in-house counsel. He 
said now the LDFA can get a quorum 
without a problem and it’s not a good idea 
to facilitate attendance for the Sovereign 
representative.
   “Why do we need this appointment 
anyway?” asked Trustee Reggie Miller.
   Supervisor Combs said it was made in the 
best interest of the owner of the property to 
help with development. She said they were 
going to develop the out lots at Grace Lake 
and it was thought it would be good to have 
them represented on the board.
   “There’s been no development,” Miller 
stated. “What benefit is he on the board?”
   Delaney said it looks like Sovereign is just 
a holding company and the primary goal is 
to sell the property. He said the LDFA has 
seven or eight questions to ask him and 
can’t do so.
   Miller asked if there has been talk of selling 
and Akers said the assessing department got 
an inquiry on the taxes on the property. He 
said the township has no confirmation of a 
proposed sale.
   Delaney said he believes Sovereign is 
a straw company for Visteon, buying the 
property and eventually giving it back to 
Visteon, past the 2019 deadline for VBT’s 
bond payment.
   Peters said the bylaw changes were sent 
to the board before the LDFA knew about 
Dickinson Wright. Now there’s a rumor of 
a new sale and inquiry as to whether they 
would still pay the same tax rate.
   Peters, an attorney, said there have been 
discrepancies on the value of the property. 
It was first set at $300 million and then the 
township claimed it at $30 million. Visteon 
sold the property to Sovereign for $65 
million.

   “If it’s a friendly purchase, it realizes it’s 
worth much more,” Peters said, noting it 
could charge Visteon a reduced lease price 
for space in the buildings and, “We have 
lost millions of dollars.”
   Kaveh Kashef, tried to get a copy of the 
lease, Peters said, referring to the attorney 
handling the law suit against Visteon.
   “When we looked into Sovereign, there 
was not much online,” Peters said.
   He said the property is now leased at 
capacity. He said if the new purchaser is 
innocent, he may be committed to the lower 
lease rates.
   He said $18 to $24 per square foot is fair, 
but there may be a substandard rate which 
would amount to fraud on the township.
   “I tried to get Kaveh to get the lease, but 
Visteon never produced it in the litigation,” 
Peters said. “Why would Visteon hide those 
documents?”
   Peters said there are “tax avoidance” 
structures used to cheat the taxing authority 
and are perfectly legal.
   “An innocent buyer could be buying 
subject to keeping the lease. They could 
have a 24-year lease,” Peters said.
   “It should go back to the LDFA in order 
to change their recommendation,” Combs 
said.
   “Everyone involved needs to know what’s 
going on,” said Trustee Jahr, asking for a 
joint meeting.
   “I just learned there’s an appeal,” Peters 
said. “Nothing in the bylaw changes 
interferes with operation of the LDFA,” 
he said, suggesting that they can take their 
time with it.
   “The real issue is if this guy has a conflict 
of interest,” he said of Dobriansky.
   “You can’t keep counting on this 
litigation being successful,” Trustee Jahr 
said, referring to the idea of kicking the can 
down the road.
   “This board is shirking their responsibility 
by depending on the law suit,” he said. “I 
think Visteon should pay. They said they 
would make up the shortfall. What happens 
if we don’t win the litigation?”
   Combs said she would call Kaveh to see if 
the two bodies can meet together in closed 
session with him and to ask, “Where we are 
with a conflict of interest?”
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INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS

“There’s a difference between a
philosophy and a bumper sticker.” 

– Charles M. Schulz

Gerry’s Small Engine
and Equipment Repair
Tractors, Lawn, Garden, Snow Blowers

& Small Construction Equipment
Gerry Gentz
Willis, MI 734-461-0158

Serving Belleville,
Sumpter, Van Buren

& Willis

Home Improvement & 
Handyman Service

Painting, Drywall, Carpentry, 
Electrical, Plumbing,

Ceramic Tile, Kitchens & Bath.
Serving Belleville Since 

1995. Call Aaron Schultz 
@ 734-740-0628

SERVICES

M.D. APPLIANCE
SERVICE

Refrigerators • Washers 
Dryers • Ranges
$20 House Call

Phone (734) 782-3354

SERVICES

HOMES FOR SALE

ANY CONDITION OKAY!
QUICK BUY-OUTS!

AERO REALTY

CASH FOR YOUR HOME!

(313) 402-0187
Deck Cleaning,

Deck Treatments,
Power Washing
Lawn Mowing

in the Belleville /
Romulus Area.

Call (262) 443-2032
or (734) 895-3193

JAKE’S PAINTING

Residential  Commercial
FREE ESTIMATES
(248) 921-9097

(734) 485-WOOD

KODIAK TREE
SERVICE

FREE

MANUFACTURED HOMES FOR SALE

Belleville Manor 
734-699-7700

Belleville Road just 1 mile north of I-94
Van Buren Estates 

734-697-6159
3 miles south of I-94 at the Rawsonville Exit

Mohawk 
734-513-4108

Joy Road between Middlebelt  
and Inkster

* WAC. Certain restrictions apply. 

Call one of our sales associates today or visit 
our website for details on our homes.

FranklinHomeSales.com

Pack up your stuff–
it’s time to move! 

 We’ve got 11 homes available for 
immediate occupancy. Leases starting 

at $675 and for sale starting at 
$15,900.*

GARAGE/YARD SALE FOR RENT

Boater’s Affordable Private Access to Belleville Lake
Townhouse condo with new half-dock access to six-mile all-sports Belleville Lake.

Exceptional wall-size lakeviews on three levels, 2 balconies + patio.
Enjoy frequent dawn light shows on walls and ceilings!

Access adjacent pool, fitness room w/sauna, golf and driving range, tennis courts.
1318 sq ft plus 500+ sq ft unfinished lower level walkout to lake plus attached garage.

1980 construction, contemporary open plan LR 16x14 w/fireplace, DR. Two BR w/ cathedral 
ceilings, 16x14 lake view w/ WIC and 16x10. Full + half bath / new paint throughout, three 

updated doorwalls, 95%+ efficiency furnace (new 2012), includes side by side refrigerator-
freezer, dishwasher, range, microwave, disposer, washer, dryer. Kitchen partially upgraded. 

Exterior well-maintained by condo assoc; great landscape.
MAKE EVERY DAY A VACATION DAY! PERFECT YEAR-ROUND VACATION HOME

$169,500. Call 734-717-6618. Financials ready for purchase required.

NEW LISTING -- FOR SALE BY OWNER

HOMES FOR SALE HOMES FOR SALE

WANTED

FOUND

YARD SALE. Thursday, Friday,
Saturday starting May 26-28 & June 2-4
& June 9-11, 9:30am-2pm. 13900
Haggerty.  Items change weekly.   6/09

------------
MISSION POINTE sub-wide sale.
Thursday, June 16, Friday, June 17 &
Saturday, June 18, 9am-4pm. Huron 
River Drive, East of Rawsonville.       6/16

------------
SUB-WIDE YARD SALES at Arlene 
Arbors-off Savage (13837 Arlene Lane).  
June 10 & 11, 9am-??                             6/9

------------
GREENBRIAR SUB-WIDE SALE.  June 
16-18, 9am-5pm daily.  Belleville Road at 
Van Born Road.                                     6/16

------------
MOVING SALE. 421 Light Tower 
Court. Belleville. June 10-12, 9am-3pm.
Wide variety of items & small pieces of 
furniture.                                  6/9

------------
MULTI-FAMILY SALE.  June 10 & 11, 
9am-5pm. 47455 Bemis (near corner 
of Elwell). Miscellaneous housewares:  
furniture, toys, books (religious, some 
rare), VHS tapes, old records, jewelry, 
chainsaw, generator, keyboard, violin & 
much, much more!  Come early!            6/9

------------

------------
DOUBLEWIDE, 3 bedroom/2 bath, bo-
nus room. Many updates, new carpet,
furnace, etc. Great location on pond, 
Bellevilla senior section. $7,000  
(734) 391-7213.                             6/23

------------

WANTED – ANY SIZE MEN’S  JEANS 
for the homeless. Please drop off at 
Bladez’s 601 E. Huron River Drive. 
(734) 697-5600                                     TFN

------------
WANTED – SMALL CONTAINERS
of shampoo, toothpaste, etc. to take 
to homeless in Detroit. Drop off at 
Bladez‘s, 601 E. Huron River Dr.
(734) 697-5600                                      TFN

------------
H & W TOWING. Top $ cash paid 
for junk vehicles. Free towing.  
(734) 223-5581                              6/23

------------
PASTURE HAY READY to be cut. You 
cut for $1 square bales or $5 round rolls.  
(734) 753-4110.                                     6/23

------------

GOAT FOUND between Sumpter & 
Elwell Roads.  (734) 548-0550.        6/16

------------
WOMAN’S WATCH on West Columbia.  
(734) 697-0295.                                     6/23

------------

WHITE PHONE in gold glitter case.  
North I-95 Service Drive/Quirk Road 
area.  $50 reward.  (734) 340-6727        6/23

------------

LOST

2 BEDROOM DUPLEX on Sherwood 
Road, Belleville.  (734) 434-1458                6/9

------------

------------
LOCAL HANDYMAN – SOME Jobs too
LARGE – NO JOB too SMALL.
Residential power washing.
LICENSED & REFERENCES.
(734) 765-9224                     TFN

------------
CARPET HEADQUARTERS Winter
Special. Free padding w/purchase of carpet 
& installation. Free estimates, fast friendly 
service, repairs, restretching, since 1979.   
Phil (734) 612-7570                           8/18/16

------------
DEPENDABLE LAWN SERVICE.
COMMERCIAL & RESIDENTIAL. 
Lawn cutting – Aerating – Mulch - 
Shrub Trimming – Brick Pavers – Power
Raking Sod & Seeding. (734) 587-2410 
or (734) 693-4712                           9/29/16

------------
GARY’S ORGANIC SOIL.$15/yard.
Very good for flowers & vegetables.
Also, stone, gravel & sand.
(734) 218-3643.                            6/30

------------
WILLIAMS MASONRY & CONCRETE
Brick block, Stone work. All types of 
concrete. (734) 444-8245 “Quality work 
at the best price.”                           6/23

------------
MATH TUTORING.  4th-7th grade by 
retired Van Buren teacher. $25/hour.  
Call Paul Smith (734) 697-7986.        6/30

------------
ARE YOU IN NEED of light cleaning, 
pet sitting or staining decks?  References.  
Tracy (734) 536-1266.                           6/16

------------

BILL HAMM Green House plants (734) 
776-2437                                                6/09

------------

1987 Olds Cutlass Ciera. 45,000 actual
miles, P/S, P/B, A/C. Georgia car.  $4,500 
OBO  (734) 309-5732                6/09

------------
2007 FORD FOCUS SES. 104,500 
miles. Everything works. Clean. Rebuild
title. Near Meijer. $4,000 OBO. 
(313) 410-7664.                              6/16

------------
2003 GMC SAFARI, SLT, 7 passenger,
4.3L V6. Excellent body condition, 
leather seats, runs good.  $3,500 OBO.  
(734) 697-7570                              6/16

VEHICLE FOR SALE
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HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED HELP WANTEDHELP WANTED

Quest, Inc. is HIRING in BELLEVILLE!
We’re looking for fun, energetic & caring Direct Care 

Workers to assist persons with special needs we serve in 
their own homes.

Applicants must be:
• Responsible & committed and work well with others.
• Have a clean criminal record.
• Be available for training. MORC/WCHO/CLS Training
   is preferred.

Send Letter/Resume to:
recruiter@questserv.org
or Call (734) 699-6543

INDEPENDENT CLASSIFIED ADS
Huron School District 

(New Boston)
is hiring Bus Drivers.

Will train qualified
applicants. $13.80hr.  

Visit
www.huronschools.org
or call (734) 782-1418

FOR SALE

JOIN A WINNING TEAM!
We Have Immediate
Openings for Home 

Health Care Workers.
Starting Pay: $8.50/hourFrom Our Home, To Yours...

We provide the highest quality of services 
to the elderly in their own home and directly 

through Golden Services Transportation.
For an interview, call Golden Home Health 

Care Agency in Belleville at (734) 697-0888

Auto Detailer wanted for 
our detail shop. Full time 

with benefits. Please 
see Eric Carter or call
734-697-9161 ext. 227

Apply in person at:
9800 Belleville Road

Belleville

Now Hiring
Experienced Waitstaff, 
Cooks & Dishwashers.

Apply in Person:
TIN PAN SALOON

& PIZZERIA
(734) 699-9070

19350 SUMPTER RD.

Like making money? So do we! Owner Operators 
& Company Drivers needed now for dedicated 
auto freight lanes.
 

Dedicated Lanes:
 

Company Drivers can enjoy .45 cents a mile.
 

Owner Operators can enjoy $1.00 a loaded mile 
(plus fuel surcharge) .85 a mile empty.
 

MI. to AZ.
 

OH. to MO.
 

MI. to TX. 
 

Qualifications:
 

Minimum age 24 with 3 yrs. experience operating 
a tractor trailer. Must pass a DOT pre-employment 
drug screen and have a clean MVR & background. 
No DUI, OWI.
 

Call for information: 734-881-9520

Drywall Lady Now Hiring 
Experienced Finishers, 

Hangers & Sanders.
Pay based on experience. 

Must have reliable
transportation and tools.

(734) 425-LADY
www.drywallady.com

Minimum 10 years’ experience. 
Good Pay. Company vehicle 

provided. Must have own tools, 
clean driving record, neat

appearance & good attitude.
Email Resume to:

actionmechanical@comcast.net 
or call (734) 697-4650

HVAC/REFRIGERATION TECH.

Sam’s Bar Hiring 
Waitress,

Bartender, Cook.
Must Be

Experienced. 
Apply At Bar.

RIDER MOWERS – Cub Cadet 
Model 2166, Craftsman Model DYT 
4000, Hustler Fastrak 52” zero turn.
(734) 461-0158                              6/09

------------
JOHN DEERE lawn tractor, 190C, 54” 
cut, 3 sets of blades, 220 hrs.  $2,450 obo.  
(734) 309-5732                                      6/09

------------
MUST SEE!  4 pc. bedroom set, king size 
w/head board, dresser, mirror, frame. Hand 
painted Queen Anne style. $1,800 OBO.  
(940) 367-5287.                                           6/09

------------
FORMICA KITCHEN TABLE, wood 
look & 4 chairs. $75. Variety of end
tables, $20 for 3. OBO (734)221-5399  6/16

------------
2007 ENCLOSED 19’ TRAILER,
electric brakes; 1988 Yamaha Touring Bike, 
loaded, w/leather & helmets; John Deere 
Lawnmower, 48” deck w/snowblade; 2 
Evinrude outboard motors, 5.5 & 7.5 hp; 
moving from Romulus, lots more items.  
(607) 425-4997.                                     6/16

------------
1976 CREST PONTOON, 25’, 35 hp.  
Johnson Great Project Boat. New paint, 
carpet & floors. $1,900. ANTIQUE ICE 
BOAT, 16’, sail. $200. (734) 480-1848 6/16

------------
4-MIRADA CROSSTOUR SLX. 265/70 
R-16 radial tires. Excellent condition.  
$100.  (734) 325-6742                           6/23

------------
NEW SMALL TROYBILT Turf Aerator 
Tiller. 20” from tire to tire. Used twice. 
$500 OBO.  (734) 699-6508                  6/23

------------
4-PARSONS CHAIRS w/removal
custom-made covers. Two matching
pillows. Excellent condition. Very modern
w/chrome legs. Moving sale. $100.  
(734) 941-3785.                          6/23

------------

------------
AREA TRAINEE for local Real
Estate Firm. For appointment call
(734) 697-1800                                      TFN

------------

------------
CARPENTERS & LABORERS wanted. 
Good pay & good work environment. Call 
Rick.  (248) 807-0068                    6/09

------------
BODY TECH WANTED. Must have 
own tools, apply in person at Sumpter 
Collision, 21585 Sumpter Rd. or call 
(734) 699-7758.                            6/09

------------
HAIR STYLIST needed in Belleville.  
Commission or booth rental. Clientele 
welcome.  (734) 740-8761                     6/23

------------
DRIVERS:  Local-Home Daily, No-
Touch Openings! $3000 Sign-on Bonus!
Excellent Pay. Comprehensive Benefits & 
More!  2 years CDL-A Experience Call 
Penske Logistics 855-582-4441.            6/09

------------
DRIVER: CDL-A New business/New
Trucks. Dedicated Regional. Medical
Dental/Vision/401K/Vacation/ Holiday
Pay. Driver Incentive Program. Call
Nu-Way Recruiting 309-834-2017.      6/9

------------
CUSTOMER CARE REP. needed
at BankSupplies. Full-time starts at 
10.75/hr. Send resumes to
rossg@banksupplies.com       6/16

------------

HIRING PRESCHOOL DIRECTOR.  
Qualifications:  degree in early childhood 
with administrative training, 18 semester 
hours in early childhood, first aid, CPR, 
blood borne pathogens, fingerprint check.  
Send resume to: ofcdc111@gmail.com 6/30

------------
BELLEVILLLE CLEANING SERVICE 
looking for responsible, reliable cleaners.  
$10/hr. Call (734)740-6858 for details. 6/23

------------
LIGHT HOUSEKEEPING WANTED. 
Belleville area.  Fridays, Saturdays & 
Sundays.  Call (734) 699-1868          6/16

------------

Birthdays
   June 14 – Michael Hinton
   June 17 – Kyle Ackron
   June 20 – Charlie Crispell
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City of Belleville
Public Notice

FISH DAY!!!
NOW IS THE TIME
FOR STOCKING!

• Channel Catfish • Largemouth Bass • Redear • Bluegill (Regular & Hybrid)
• Minnows • Black Crappie (If Avail) • Koi (If Avail)

TO PLACE AN ORDER CALL 1-870-578-9773
ARKANSAS PONDSTOCKERS, INC.

WILLIS FEED MILL & COUNTRY STORE IN WILLIS, MI
Tuesday, June 14 from 4-5 P.M.

(734) 697-2229

Thank you for your patience during our busy prom season. To the students we had the privilege of working with. 
Congratulations and good luck to the graduating seniors and thank you for your courtesy, it was a pleasure working with you!

Congratulations Senior Class of 2016!
To All Our Wonderful Customers...
THANK YOU!

Belleville High School     Milan High School
Ann Arbor Huron High School   Divine Child High School
Gabriel Richard High School   Westland John Glenn High School
Allen Park Cabrini High School   Wayne Memorial High School
New Boston Huron High School   Southgate Aquinas High School
Ypsilanti Lincoln High School   Southgate Anderson High School
Romulus High School     Carleton Airport High School
Detroit Henry Ford High School   Temperance/Bedford High School

City of Belleville
Regular City Council Meeting Minutes

May 16, 2016
A regular meeting of the Council for the City of 
Belleville was called to order at 7:30 P.M., at the 
Municipal Building, 6 Main Street by Mayor Conley.
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE & MOMENT OF 
SILENCE
2. ROLL CALL
Council Member Fielder	 Present
Council Member Smith	 Present
Council Member Tindall 	 Present
Mayor Pro Tem Loria	               	 Present
Mayor Conley		  Present 
3. PRESENTATIONS AND CITIZEN 
COMMENTS		  None. 
Council follow up list	 None.
4. AGENDA APPROVAL 
Motion by Tindall, Second by Loria to approve the 
agenda with additions. To add Items 8B Thunder 
Rolls, Item 8D Disability Accommodation Policy and 
Item 8E Equal Employment Opportunity Policy.    
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES
Motion by Fielder, Second by Loria to approve the 
Regular City Council meeting minutes of May 2, 
2016 with a correction to Item 8B with dates to be 
determined.     
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Motion by Smith, Second by Fielder to approve the 
Special City Council meeting minutes of May 9, 2016 
as presented. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
6. PUBLIC HEARINGS	 None. 
7. INTRODUCTION OF ORDINANCES

None. 
8. GENERAL BUSINESS
A.  Lions Club – White Cane Week – Solicitation 
for Donations 
Motion by Fielder, Second by Loria to approve 
Resolution No. 16-051 to approve a request from 
Belleville Area Lions Club to solicit for funds from 

May 27th to June 3rd on Main Street to the bridge and 
from Five Points to Third Street from 11:00 A.M. to 
2:00 P.M. and 4-6 P.M.    
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
B.  Thunder Rolls in Belleville
Motion by Loria, Second by Tindall to approve 
Resolution No. 16-052 to approve a request to hold 
the annual Thunder Rolls in Belleville event on May 
30, 2016 at the Veteran’s Memorial.  Street to be 
closed from the memorial to Church Street from 12-4 
P.M.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
C.  Belleville Area District Library/City of 
Belleville Agreement
City Attorney, Steve Hitchcock went over the details 
of the agreement to exchange real property between 
the Belleville Area District library and the City of 
Belleville. The agreement requires the parties to 
acquire, consolidate, and split existing lots, build a 
new library building and construct an approximate 85 
parking-space parking lot.  
Motion by Smith, Second by Fielder to approve 
Resolution No. 16-053 to approve the agreement 
between the Belleville Area District Library and the 
City of Belleville as presented.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 

D.  Disability Accommodation Policy 
Motion by Fielder, Second by Loria to approve 
Resolution No. 16-054 to approve the City of 
Belleville Disability Accommodation Policy as 
presented. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
E.  Equal Employment Opportunity Policy 
Motion by Loria, Second by Smith to approve 
Resolution No. 16-055 to approve the City Of 
Belleville Equal Employment Opportunity Policy as 
presented. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
F.CWW Alternate Appointment – Tom Fielder 
Motion by Fielder, Second by Tindall to approve 
Resolution No. 16-056 to approve the appointment of 
Kerreen Conley as the representative and Tom Fielder 
as the alternate representative to CWW. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
G.  PA 152 Hardcap Limits for City Employees 
Healthcare 

Motion by Tindall, Second by Smith to approve 
Resolution No. 16-057 to implement a hardcap 
healthcare premium contribution by the City of 
Belleville for City eligible employees in the amount 
of $6,142.11 for single coverage, $12,845.04 for 
2-person coverage and $16,751.23 for family 
coverage. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
H.  Call Special Budget Meeting – May 23, 2016 
Motion by Smith, Second by Tindall to approve 
Resolution No. 16-058 to call a Special Budget 
Meeting on May 23, 2016 at 6:30 P.M. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
I.  Call Public Hearing FY16/17 Budget 
Motion by Tindall, Second by Fielder to approve 
Resolution No. 16-059 to call a Public Hearing on 
June 6, 2016 at 7:30 P.M. to discuss the FY16/17 
Budget. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
9. ACCOUNTS PAYABLE & DEPARTMENTAL 
EXPENDITURES
Motion by Tindall, Second by Fielder to approve 
Resolution No. 16-060, to approve accounts payable 
and payables over $500.00 with a correction to Harry’s 
Army Surplus to purchase 17 pairs of boots instead of 
18 reducing the amount approved to $2,550.00. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
10. ACTION ITEMS FOR NEXT REGULARLY 
SCHEDULED MEETING
FY16/17 Budget Public Hearing.  
11. EXECUTIVE SESSION 

A.  Pursuant to MCL 15.268(c) to discuss the status 
and strategy of pending union negotiations.   
Motion by Fielder, Second by Tindall to approve 
Resolution No. 16-061 to recess regular meeting and 
enter into Executive Session at 8:50 P.M. Pursuant to 
MCL 15.268(c) to discuss the status and strategy of 
pending union negotiations.  
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Motion by Tindall, Second by Smith to close 
Executive Session at 9:05 P.M. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Motion by Tindall, Second by Smith to approve 
Resolution No. 16-062 to approve the tentative 
agreement between City of Belleville and POAM/
BPOA 2015-2018. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
12. ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Loria, Second by Smith to adjourn the 
meeting at 9:15 P.M.   
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY. 
Respectfully submitted,
Lisa Long 
City Clerk/Treasurer  
Approved: June 6, 2016
Published: June 9, 2016
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Charter Township of Van Buren Public Notice
EXHIBIT A

NOTICE OF INTENT TO EXECUTE TAX-SUPPORTED CONTRACT AND RIGHT TO 
PETITION FOR REFERENDUM THEREON

TO THE TAXPAYERS AND ELECTORS OF THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN 
BUREN:

      PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that the Cities of Flat Rock, Gibraltar and Woodhaven in the County 
of Wayne, the Charter Townships of Brownstown, Huron and Van Buren in the County of Wayne, 
and the Village of South Rockwood in the County of Monroe (collectively, the “Local Units” and 
each a “Local Unit”) have each approved the execution of a contract (the “Contract”)with the 
South Huron Valley Utility Authority (the “Authority”) pursuant to Act No. 233, Public Acts of 
Michigan, 1955, as amended, which Contract will provide among other things that the Authority 
will acquire, construct, furnish and equip improvements to the Authority’s sewage disposal system, 
consisting generally of reequipping existing biological treatment tanks with new diffused aeration 
equipment, including mixers, diffusers, blowers, valves, gates, control system improvements, and 
safety improvements, together with all necessary appurtenances and attachments thereto and will 
issue its bonds in the approximate amount of not to exceed $3,700,000 to finance all or part of the 
cost of said improvements. Each Local Unit, including the Charter Township of Van Buren, will 
pay to the Authority annually all sums necessary to retire its share of the principal of and interest 
of said bonds pursuant to a proposed Financing Contract among the Authority and the Local Units. 
Each Local Unit’s share of such payments shall  be  based  generally  on  the  weighted  average  of  
the  last  three  calendar years’  flow percentages for each Local Unit served by the sewage disposal 
system, approximately as follows:

Local Unit     Percentage of Share
Brownstown Twp.    24.62%
Flat Rock City   15.96%
Gibraltar City   10.02%
Huron Twp.   15.97%
South Rockwood Village  2.29%
Van Buren Twp.   16.96%
Woodhaven City   14.18%

CONTRACT OBLIGATIONS OF THE LOCAL UNITS

      It is presently contemplated that said bonds will be issued by the Authority in the principal 
amount of not to exceed $3,700,000 and will be payable in not to exceed twenty (20) years, and will 
bear interest at a rate not exceeding 6% per annum on the outstanding principal balance, subject 
to revision pursuant to Michigan law and the Contract. The Contract includes the pledge by each 
Local Unit of its limited tax full faith and credit as security for its obligations under the Contract 
including payment of its share of debt service on the bonds. PURSUANT TO SUCH PLEDGE, 
EACH LOCAL UNIT, INCLUDING THE CHARTER TOWNSHIP OF VAN BUREN, WILL 
BE REQUIRED TO LEVY AD VALOREM TAXES ON ALL TAXABLE PROPERTY WITHIN 
ITS BOUNDARIES, SUBJECT TO APPLICABLE CONSTITUTIONAL, STATUTORY AND   
CHARTER TAX RATE LIMITATIONS, TO THE EXTENT NECESSARY TO MAKE THE      
LOCAL UNIT’S REQUIRED PAYMENTS UNDER THE CONTRACT IF OTHER FUNDS 
ARE NOT AVAILABLE. It is the present intention of each Local Unit to use the revenues derived 
from the operation if its sanitary sewer collection system to make substantially all of the payments
required to pay its obligations under the Contract.

RIGHT OF REFERENDUM

FOR EACH LOCAL UNIT, THE CONTRACT WILL BECOME EFFECTIVE without a vote of 
the electors of the Local Unit, as permitted by law, UNLESS A VALID PETITION REQUESTING 
AN ELECTION on the question of entering into the Contract, SIGNED BY NOT  LESS THAN  
10% OF THE REGISTERED  ELECTORS  OF SUCH LOCAL UNIT,  is filed with the Clerk of 
the Local Unit WITHIN FORTY-FIVE (45) DAYS after publication of this notice. If such petition
is so filed, the Contract will not become effective with respect to such Local Unit without an
approving vote by the majority of electors of the Local Unit voting on the question.

      THIS NOTICE is given pursuant to the requirements of Section 8 of Act No. 233, Public Acts 
of Michigan, 1955, as amended. Further information concerning the details of said contract and 
the matters set out in this notice may be secured from the Charter Township of Van Buren Clerk’s 
office.

Leon Wright
Leon Wright, Clerk
Charter Township of Van Buren

Publish: April 28, 2016; May 5, 2016; May 12, 2016; May 19, 2016; May 26, 2016; June 2, 2016; June 9, 2016

Upcoming Meetings

Public Notice
STATE OF MICHIGAN

PROBATE COURT
COUNTY OF WAYNE

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
Decedent’s Estate

FILE NO: 2016-817165-DE
Estate of Scott David Hayes,
date of birth April 19, 1968

NOTICE TO CREDITORS: The 
decedent, Scott David Hayes, died 
February 20, 2016. Creditors of the 
decedent are notified that all claims 
against the estate will be forever 
barred unless presented to Dennis 
Hayes, personal representative, or 
to both the probate court at 1305 
Coleman A. Young Municipal Center,  
2 Woodward Avenue, Detroit, MI 
48226 and the personal representative 
within 4 months after the date of the 
publication of this notice.

Cunningham Dalman, P.C.
Nicholas R. Dekker, attorney, P70930
321 Settlers Road
Holland, MI 49423
(616) 392-1821

Dennis Hayes, personal representative
4648 Macatawa Legends Blvd.
Holland, MI 49424
(616) 894-1166

Published: June 9, 2016

Van Buren Public Schools Public Notice
SCHOOL DISTRICT NOTICE OF A PUBLIC HEARING ON PROPOSED 
2016-2017 BUDGET PLEASE TAKE NOTICE that on June 13, 2016 at 6:30  
PM at Belleville High School Commons, 555 W. Columbia Ave., Belleville, 
MI, the Board of Education of Van Buren Public Schools will hold a public 
hearing to consider the District’s proposed 2016-2017 budget. The Board may 
not adopt its proposed 2016-2017 budget until after a public hearing. A copy of 
the proposed 2016-2017 budget, including the proposed property tax millage 
rate, is available for public inspection during normal business hours at 555 W. 
Columbia Ave., Belleville, MI during normal business hours between 8:00 am 
and 3:30 pm. The property tax millage rate proposed to be levied to support 
the proposed budget will be a subject of this hearing. This notice is given by 
order of the Board of Education. Keven English, Secretary.
Publish: June 9, 2016
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City of Belleville
Public Notice

City of Belleville
Special City Council Meeting Minutes

May 23, 2016
A special meeting of the Council for the City of 
Belleville was called to order at 6:30 P.M., at the 
Municipal Building, 6 Main Street by Mayor Conley.
1. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE
2. ROLL CALL
Council Member Fielder	 Present
Council Member Smith	 Present
Council Member Tindall 	 Present
Mayor Pro Tem Loria	               	 Present
Mayor Conley		  Present 
3. GENERAL BUSINESS
FY 20116/17 City Budget Review 
Detailed discussion was held regarding all funds. 
4. ADJOURNMENT
Motion by Loria, Second by Tindall to adjourn 
meeting at 8:55 P.M. 
MOTION CARRIED UNANIMOUSLY.  
Respectfully submitted,
Lisa Long
City Clerk/Treasurer  
Approved:  June 6, 2016
Published:  June 9, 2016

Public Notice
TowerCo, L.L.C., is proposing to build a 175-foot monopole telecommunications 
tower (overall height 185-feet above ground surface) located west of Haggerty 
Road and north of Willis Road within Sumpter Twp., Michigan 48111.  Public 
comments regarding potential effects from this site on historic properties may be 
submitted within 30-days from the date of this publication to: Andrew Temerowski, 
G2 Consulting Group, LLC, 1866 Woodslee Street, Troy, Michigan 48083, Phone: 
248-680-0400, E-Mail: atemerowski@g2consultinggroup.com.

Publish: June 9, 2016

Notice to Advertisers:
The Belleville-Area Independent will not be liable 
for failure to publish an ad as requested or for more 
than one incorrect insertion of an advertisement. 
In the event of any error or omission in printing or 
publication of an advertisement, you must notify 
us within five days of publication or on the date of 
insertion, if an ad is scheduled as part of a package, 
so there is time to correct subsequent publications. 
The Independent’s liability shall be limited to an   
adjustment for the cost of the space occupied by the 
error with a maximum liability being cancellation 
of the cost of the first incorrect advertisement or 
republication of the corrected advertisement. Under 
no circumstances shall the Independent be liable for 
consequential damages of any kind.

   • Thursday, June 9 – Keystone Academy 
School Board, 6 p.m. Also, Sumpter Township 
Planning Commission, 7 p.m. Also, Belleville 
Planning Commission, 7:30 p.m.
   • Monday, June 13 – Van Buren Public Schools 
Board of Education, 7 p.m., BHS Commons.

   • Tuesday, June 14 – Sumpter Township work/
study at 6 p.m. and regular meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
Also, Van Buren Township Board of Zoning 
Appeals, 7 p.m. Also, Belleville Area District 
Library Board, 7:30 p.m.
   • Wednesday, June 15 – Belleville Downtown 
Development Authority, 6 p.m. Also, Van Buren 
Township Environmental Commission meeting, 
7 p.m.
   • Monday, June 20 – Van Buren Township 

work/study session, 4 p.m. Also, Van Buren 
Public Schools Board of Education work/study 
session, 7 p.m., Administration Building. Also, 

Belleville City Council, 7:30 p.m.
   • Tuesday, June 21 – Van Buren Township 
regular board meeting, 7 p.m.
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Van Buren Township
Police Dispatch Log

Belleville Police
Dispatch Log

Sumpter Township
Police Dispatch Log

Out of the 559 dispatch calls reported by Van Buren 
Township police this week, the following are selected 
for this column.
Sunday, May 29:
   0041 – noise complaint, Packard Ct.
   0102 – property damage accident, Ecorse, cancel
   0149 – noise complaint, Lancaster Dr.
   0516 – noise complaint, Oak Ln.
   0905 – water leak found, N. Timberview Dr.
   0933 – property damage accident, Rawsonville / 
Grove
   0941 – malicious destruction of property, Kirkridge 
Park Dr.
   0957 – fight, Belleville
   1050 – malicious destruction of property, Hoeft
   1052 – intimidation threat, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1120 – shots fired, Savage Rd.
   1252 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1427 – private property incident, Belleville
   1606 – assault & battery, Parkwood Dr.
   1805 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1817 – lake complaint, Haggerty/Bridge
   1842 – assist fire dept., Van Buren Park
   2131 – fireworks, Van Buren St.
   2212 – assault & battery, Quirk Rd.
   2347 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
Ponderosa Trl.
Monday, May 30:
   0015 – retail fraud, Belleville
   0025 – disturbance, E. Archwood Dr.
   0328 – noise complaint, Parkwood Dr.
   0347 – trespassing, Parkwood Dr.
   0539 – hospice, Sylvia Dr.
   0548 – malicious destruction of property, Parkwood 
Dr.
   1154 – assault & battery, Anna Dr.
   1551 – malicious destruction of property, Gilmore
   1559 – abandoned auto, Belleville, cancel
   1604 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd.
   1617 – property damage accident, Michigan Ave. / 
Denton Rd.
   1636 – lake complaint, Belleville Lake
   1650 – narcotics crime, Westlake Blg. 13
   1707 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1718 – disturbance, W. Archwood Dr.
   1828 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   1911 – agency assist, Locust Dr.
   2057 – noise complaint, Vine St.
   2126 – disturbance, America
   2208 – fireworks, Ash Dr.
Tuesday, May 31:
   0136 – assault & battery, Fay Dr.
   0217 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   0828 – larceny, Village Green Ln.
   0916 – private property incident, W. Adams
   0953 – private property incident, Van Born
   1150 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd., 
cancel
   1308 – suspicious situation, train tracks/N. of 
Willow Run
   1710 – fraud, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1724 – larceny from auto, Westlake
   1932 – malicious destruction of property, Village 
Green Ln.
   2043 – property damage accident, Beck Diamonds
   2132 – property damage accident, S. I-94 Service 
Dr.
   2315 – overdose, Quirk Rd.
   2335 – operating while intoxicated, Stonebridge
Wednesday, June 1:
   0620 – vehicle repossession, Lighthouse Dr.
   0802 – private property incident, Belleville Rd.
   0857 – ordinance violation, Bog Rd.
   0858 – harassment call, Chloe Ct.
   1236 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1609 – private property incident, S. I-94 Service 
Dr.
   1701 – harassment call, Rawsonville Rd.
   1922 – agency assist, Sumpter/Judd
   2355 – assault & battery, Denton Rd.
Thursday, June 2:
   0041 – noise complaint, Kirkridge Park Dr.
   0113 – retail fraud, Belleville Rd.
   0139 – suspicious situation, Liberty/Main
   1033 – trespassing, Dunkin’ Doughnuts

   1040 – code enforcement, Filmore St.
   1108 – assault & battery, Brandi
   1349 – larceny, Liberty Ln.
   1624 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
McDonald’s
   1810 – PPO violation, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1817 – property damage accident, Tyler Rd. / 
Andover Dr.
   1905 – missing person, N. Ponderosa Trl.
   1936 – narcotics crime, Jackson
   1957 – minor in possession, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   2035 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / . 
I-94 Service Dr.
   2141 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
S. I-94 Service Dr.
   2252 – property damage accident, WB I-94 / 
Belleville Rd.
   2351 – noise complaint, Wildflower Ct. / Wheatgrass 
Ln.
Friday, June 3:
   1001 – disorderly conduct, Revere Dr.
   1034 – fraud, N. Ponderosa Trl.
   1259 – code enforcement, Hamlin St.
   1332 – unauthorized driving away of auto, Village 
Center Dr.
   1456 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd. / 
S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1503 – private property accident, Rawsonville Rd.
   1616 – trespassing, S. Ponderosa Trl.
   1612 – property damage accident, EB I-94 / 
Belleville
   1620 – disorderly conduct, Maple Dr.
   1726 – private property accident, Belleville Rd.
   2133 – assault & battery, E. Huron River Dr.
   2341 – overdose, W. Huron River Dr.
Saturday, June 4:
   0052 – juvenile complaint, Belleville Rd.
   0121 – breaking & entering, Parkwood Dr.
   0211 – assault & battery, Denton Rd.
   0555 – malicious destruction of property, Edgedale 
Dr.
   0901 – assault & battery, N. I-94 Service Dr.
   0909 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   0932 – malicious destruction of property, Willow 
Way
   1000 – narcotics crime, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1019 – harassment call, Hampton Dr.
   1131 – private property accident, Belleville Rd.
   1207 – suicide or attempt, Burtrig St.
   1555 – property damage accident, Rawsonville Rd.
   1810 – assault & battery, S. I-94 Service Dr.
   1855 – property damage accident, Belleville Rd.
   2035 – larceny, N. Ponderosa Trl.
   2115 – found property, Belleville Rd.
   2137 – mental, Ecorse Rd.
   Also on this week’s log are 211 traffic stops, with 65 
of those on the I-94 and I-275 freeways.

Sunday, May 29:
   0221 – suspicious person, Harbour Pointe Dr.
   0812 – lost property, Main St.
   0908 – E-911 cellular, N. Liberty St.
   0938 – family trouble, Carmell St.
   1148 – miscellaneous complaint, Victory Park
   1258 – agency assist, Walmart
   1629 – suspicious situation, Anaheim
   1902 – assist fire dept., Clarence St., cancel
   1908 – vehicle lockout, Biggs Ave.
   1943 – intrusion alarm, W. Columbia Ave, cancel
   2009 – vehicle lock out, Church St.
Monday, May 30:
   0237 – intrusion alarm, High St.
   0927 – intrusion alarm, S. Edgemont St.
   1131 – sexual assault, University of Michigan
   1525 – assist fire dept., Carmell
Tuesday, May 31:
   1214 – property check, N. Liberty St.
   1229 – vehicle lockout, E. Columbia Ave.
   1506 – assist fire dept., South St.
   1523 – missing person, W. Columbia Ave.
   1632 – fraud, Sumpter Rd.
   1957 – family  trouble, Carmell St.
   2022 – intrusion alarm, N. Liberty St.
Wednesday, June 1:
   0320 – suspicious vehicle, Carmell St.
   0348 – intrusion alarm, Main St.
   0741 – traffic complaint, South St.

Sunday, May 29:
   0124 – harassment complaint, 24000 bl. Karr Rd.
   0439 – warrant arrest pick up, Willow/Martinsville
   0947 – assist other agency, 28000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1150 – alarm, 43000 bl. Clay Rd.
   1554 – personal injury accident, Sumpter/Bemis
   1753 – harassment complaint, 45000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1927 – ORV complaint, Karr/Willis
   2030 – fire dept. assist, 44000 bl. Bemis Rd.
   2054 – traffic hazard, Judd/Haggerty
   2137 – disorderly person, Sumpter/Judd
   2246 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
Monday, May 30:
   0001 – fire dept. assist, Oregon
   0005 – fire dept. assist, Sumpter Fairgrounds
   0153 – suicide, 26000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   0921 – fire dept. assist, 36000 bl. S. Huron Rd.
   0922 – neighbor dispute, 19000 bl. Karr Rd.
   0945 – fire dept. assist, 23000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   0950 – found property, 24000 bl. Bohn Rd.
   1035 – threats  complaint, Wayside Dr.
   1123 – neighbor dispute, 23000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
   1252 – citizen assist, 41000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1337 – death investigation, 22000 bl. Fenster Dr.
   1441 – suspicious incident, Wayside Dr.
   1546 – mental health commitment, 26000 bl. Elwell 
Rd.
   1548 – trespassing complaint, 40000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1619 – civil dispute, 24000 bl. Martinsville Rd.
   1824 – noise complaint, 18000 bl. Savage Rd.
   1827 – family trouble, 48000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1904 – death investigation, 17000 bl. Odyssey Dr.
   2220 – juvenile complaint, 19000 bl. Clark Rd.
   2233 – civil dispute, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
   2305 – assault, 24000 bl. Sherwood Rd.
Tuesday, May 31:
   0816 – found property, Sumpter Fairgrounds
   1058 – civil dispute, 45000 bl. Paris Dr.
   1325 – civil dispute, Carriage Ln.
   1351 – malicious destruction of property, Wayside
   1404 – abandoned vehicle, 50000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1440 – larceny, 39000 bl. Judd Rd.

   0813 – all other traffic, Main St.
   0823 – malicious destruction of property, Sumpter
   0916 – neighbor trouble, Charles Ct.
   0931 – E-911 hang up/investigation, W. Columbia 
Ave., cancel
   1129 – animal complaint, E. Columbia Ave.
   1218 – harassment call, Main St.
   1504 – traffic complaint, Main St.
   1948 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   1954 – animal complaint, Church St./Henry St.
   2234 – warrant arrest, Main St.
   2248 – information, Biggs Ave.
Thursday, June 2:
   0038 – domestic assault, Church St.
   0344 – warrant arrest, CVS
   0754 – malicious destruction of property, Wexford
   1348 – welfare check, Loza Ln.
   1457 – assist fire dept., Church St.
   2219 – suicide or attempt, Main St.
Friday, June 3:
   0030 – agency assist, Church St.
   0310 – suspicious person, Church St.
   0851 – lake complaint, Belleville Bridge
   0859 – intrusion alarm, Robbe St.
   1055 – parking complaint, Main/Denton
   1501 – fight, W. Columbia Ave.
   1800 – suspicious situation, Johnny’s on the Lake
   1835 – disturbance, Main St.
   1850 – PPO violation, Biggs Ave.
   1919 – assist fire dept., Belleville
   1926 – assist fire dept., Carmell St.
   2048 – serve warrant, Greylock St.
   2204 – noise complaint, Sumpter Rd.
   2213 – suspicious vehicle, Robbe St.
Saturday, June 4:
   0233 – assist fire dept., W. Columbia Ave.
   0814 – ordinance violation, Belleville Bridge
   1040 – follow up, Main St.
   1224 – agency assist, Burtrig
   1515 – follow up, Loza Ln.
   1526 – welfare check, E. Huron River Dr./S. 
Edgemont Ave.
   1633 – sexual assault, Main St.
Also on this week’s log are 38 traffic stops.

   1602 – well-being check, Edgewood
   2024 – larceny, 40000 bl. Harris Rd.
Wednesday, June 1:
   0524 – fire dept. assist, 43000 bl. Harris Rd.
   1031 – trespassing complaint, Creekside Dr.
   1053 – fire dept. assist, 48000 bl. Sully Dr.
   1201 – suspicious incident, E. Arizona
   1218 – suspicious incident, 46000 bl. Wear Rd.
   1419 – warrant arrest pick up, 10000 bl. Rawsonville 
Rd.
   1617 – civil dispute, Montana
   1806 – civil dispute, 46000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1825 – fire dept. assist, 40000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1918 – warrant arrest  pick up, Sumpter/Judd
   2347 – leaving the scene of the property damage 
accident, Martinsville/Willis
Thursday, June 2:
   0456 – fire dept. assist, 20000 bl. Wilmot Rd.
   0859 – fraud complaint, 8100 bl. Rawsonville Rd.
   1152 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1347 – citizen assist, 23000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1403 – trespassing complaint, Willow/Karr
   1429 – suspicious incident, 39000 bl. Judd Rd.
   1455 – down wires, 48000 bl. Willis Rd.
   1740 – well-being check, Walnut/Elwell
   1837 – mental health commitment, 23000 bl. 
Haggerty Rd.
   1914 – harassment complaint, 18000 bl. Martinsville 
Rd.
   2149 – civil dispute, 5100 bl. Oakville Waltz Rd.
   2153 – neighbor dispute, 18000 bl. Martinsville rd.
Friday, June 3:
   0319 – well-being check, Bemis/Rawsonville
   0814 – property damage accident, 24000 bl. 
Haggerty Rd.
   0840 – harassment complaint, Wayside Dr.
   1300 – breaking & entering report, Wayside Dr.
   1636 – alarm, 19000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   2143 – alarm, 47000 bl. Bemis Rd.
Saturday, June 4:
   0105 – fire dept. assist, 19000 bl. Karr Rd.
   0248 – suspicious vehicle, 28000 bl. Sumpter Rd.
   1602 – subpoena service, out of township
   1816 – civil dispute, 22000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   1916 – fire dept. assist, 22000 bl. Haggerty Rd.
   2030 – suspicious person, 50000 bl. Willow Rd.
   2135 – warrant arrest pick up, Sumpter/Bemis
   2228 – breaking & entering report, W. Arizona
   2334 – fire dept. assist, 45000 bl. Bemis Rd.
Also on this week’s log are 20 follow-up investigations, 
31 miscellaneous details, 99 patrol checks, and 54 
traffic stops.

Belleville taxpayers 
invited to meeting June 
15 to discuss road costs
   More than 900 letters recently were sent 
out to taxpayers in the city of Belleville 
inviting them to a meeting at 6:30 p.m., 
Wednesday, June 15, in the cafeteria of 
Belleville High School to discuss fixing 
their streets.
   A large meeting room was sought out 
because it is believed a large crowd of 
taxpayers will be interested in what it 
is going to cost them to get their streets 
fixed.
   The estimated cost to fix all the streets 
in the city is about $10 million, so this 
means the taxpayers are going to have to 
help. The informational meeting with lots 
of maps and charts will tell the condition 
of the streets and residents will be invited 
to check out their own streets.
   Based on a pavement evaluation recently 
completed, “the city is looking into multiple 
avenues of financing to address all streets 
in the city within a three-year improvement 
program,” the letter stated.
   The city council wanted a meeting of 
taxpayers so members can judge whether 
they will support an additional tax.
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1995.

734.697.2888
www.innovativecomputers.net

FREE ESTIMATES

$99
Save $70 
with our virus removal special. 

 $170  
              

$1999
WEBSITE SPECIAL
                             4 page custom design

Peter Kudlak
(continued from page 3)

“Growing Plants For Over 50 Years”

Zywicki Greenhouses, Inc.
  50705 Willow Rd., Belleville, MI  48111

4 Mile East of Rawsonville Rd.,
3 Miles West of Sumpter Rd.

OPEN 7 DAYS
@ 8AM

(734) 461-6197
www.ZywickiGreenhouse.com

• Bedding Plants • Flats
• Planters • Hanging Baskets
• Window Boxes • Rose Bushes
“Our Selection Is Bigger Than Ever!”

Over 48 Varieties of Tomato Plants
& Some Heirlooms.

Many Other Vegetable Plants to Choose From!

EVERYTHING
IS ON SALE!

are getting to know me.”
   He said he is past president of a Rotary 
Club and he hopes to be in the local Rotary. 
He said he would be involved in different 
things in the community.
   When asked how he keeps up on county 
and state issues, he said he just met with 
his state legislator and reads legislative 
notes every morning, the first thing when 
he gets into work. He said legislators call 
him from the floor for his opinions.
   In his closing remarks in his initial 
interview, Kudlak said he is an excellent 
team member and he likes building teams. 
He also is an instructional leader, he said 
and he is for “responsibility, rather than 
accountability.”
   During his second interview, Kudlak was 
asked to come up with a 90-day plan for 
what he would do if he was selected to be 
superintendent.
   He said he would address the situation 
at Savage school first thing, where the 
teachers are on administrative leave.
   He said he has read the papers, but, 
“I would like to know what we know. 
I need to know everything. Talk to the 
administrative team, legal counsel. Learn 
about the law suits. We need the teachers 
back on the job.
   “Morale has kind of been down for a 
while,” he said. “Savage was the final 
straw. This has to be dealt with.”
   Also during the 90 days he would meet 
one-on-one with each board member and 
find out if each is a “graph person or a 
paragraph person.” He said he believes the 
consultant from Michigan Association of 
School Boards should do a workshop with 
the board, because the MASB works with a 
lot of boards and knows the territory.
   He also plans to open communications 
with staff, parents, the community, political 
people, and Wayne County Community 
College.
   He said he wants to learn the history and 
traditions of this area because he doesn’t 

want to step on anything important. He said 
marketing needs to be done since the district 
is losing students. He suggested getting 
a professional marketer in here because 
those on staff are 
professional educators, 
not marketers. He said 
social media will be 
part of the marketing.
   He said key positions 
are open and need to 
get filled and he needs 
to meet one on one 
with administrators. He 
mentioned other things he would be doing 
and a board member suggested that maybe 
he could “walk on water”
   “There’s only seven of them,” he said 
with a laugh of the categories of action he 
outlined. “I’ve got 90 days.”
   When asked what he thought was non-
negotiable, Kudlak said, “It’s important to 
treat each other with respect. Teachers or 
administrators using power or coercion is 
not right.”
   After interviewing two more finalists, 
and reading the comments on forms filled 
out by audience members, the board gave 
comments on the candidates, with most 
praising Kudlak.
   Dr. Rodney Green of the Michigan 
Association of School Boards, who was 
consultant on the search, said he called 
others beyond the initial reference list of 
the candidates and Kudlak had the best 
reference calls of all three.
   Dr. Green said Kudlak absolutely is 
ready to be superintendent and will be a 
superintendent at some point. Dr. Green 
noted Kudlak is very good with data and 
has a special skill in dealing with staff.
   Trustee Sherry Frazier said she talked to 
the superintendent, business director, and 
two board members in Milan and every 
bit of information on Kudlak was positive. 
“He’s a great guy. He’ll do what he says,” 
she said.
   “He is very talented,” said Trustee Kathy 
Kovach. “He’s the best fit for us, what’s 
best for Van Buren.”

School Supt. Kudlak
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Atchinson Ford Sales, Inc.
9800 Belleville Rd.
Belleville, MI 48111

734-697-9161
www.atchinson.net

*A/Z Plan Pricing. 10,500 miles per year. Includes Factory and Renewal Rebate. Requires $2000 due at signing plus taxes and plates. With Approved Credit. **A/Z Plan Pricing. All rebates to Dealer.  May require Ford Credit Financing. Plus taxes and fees. May require trade-in.

USED CAR SPECIAL

2016 FUSION SE
24 month lease for

$147/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $3,700.

BUY AS LOW AS $19,265.

2016 ESCAPE SE
24 month lease for

$138/MO.* 
REBATES UP TO $3,700. BUY AS LOW AS $21,183.

2016 EDGE SE 
AWD

24 month lease for

$216/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $3,000.

BUY AS LOW AS $25,922.

2014 F-150 CREW CAB 
4X4 KING RANCH

Leather, Navigation.

$31,888

2016 FOCUS SE
24 month lease for

$123/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $3,250. BUY AS LOW AS $15,717.

2016 F-150
SUPERCAB XLT

4x4
24 month lease for

$278/MO.*
REBATES UP TO $6,300.

BUY AS LOW AS $32,777.

WE’RE STILL 
OPEN DURING

CONSTRUCTION!

New 
DETAIL SHOP
NOW OPEN!


